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“All ye inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth, see ye; when he lifteth up an ensign on the
mountain, and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.”—Isaiah 18:3.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION
AS ADESESSED TO THE CHURCHES.

As the book of Revelation opens up to me in the
study of it, it seems to me the real design of the book
has not been comprehended. Especially would I speak
of the vision or scenes shown to the prophet John.
Such as Christ walking among the churches and the
golden candlesticks with seven stars in his hand and
so on as an introduction to the churches.

Next the scene again shows John as an introduc-
tion to the seven seals, such as Christ on the throne,
the four and twenty elders about him, the four beasts,
and so on. Then again as an introduction to the seven
trumpets, the golden altar and the golden censer and
the smoke from the censer and the prayers of all
saints ascending to God and so on. Then again we
see a woman clothed with the sun and the moon under
her feet and upon her head a crown of twelve stars
in chapter 12. Then once more in the opening of the
seven last plagues we see brought out a sea of glass
round about the throne. Those who had gotten the
vietory over the beast and his image ; they are singing
the song of Moses and the Lamb, and last, in contrast
a woman seated on a beast. Rev. 17.

Thus the real key to the book is to understand
well the position that Christ holds and the meaning
of these scenes shown the prophet. In writing the
book in each line of prophecy the scenes shown the
prophet will have their full lesson considered which
will ‘aid us in understanding the object there was in
giving the book to the church.

The first consideration will be to show how Christ
is related to his church and the position the word of
God holds in the church. The word of God is the
testimony to the church. For the teaching of that
word or testimony of Jesus, John had been banished
to the Isle of Patmos.

As the book of Revelation is the last testimony
of Christ he now wishes men like John, who will teach
Christ’s testimony not only as written by all the
prophets since the world began, but the book of
Revelation in its purity that the people may know what
message Christ has borne to them in his last testimony
to them.

One of the prominent points brought out in the
introduction shown John to the churches is the king-
dom question. Verse five states that Christ is prince
of the kings of the earth. Verse six says that he hath
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made us kings and priests unto God. Neither in the
law written by Moses nor any of the writings of the
prophets has there been any utterance that taught
there was not at any time a kingdom of God among
his people. John said, “Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Melchisedec was both king and
priest. Christ has never lost the position as both
king and priest of his people. The kingdom of God in
the days of Abraham was not visible. The theocracy
from Moses to the Babylonish captivity was a visj ble
kingdom, but it was not a spiritual kingdom. It only
designed to prepare men for the spiritual which existed
at the same time. The throne of grace has been in
existence since the days of Adam. So one of the
principal things to be learned in the study of the.book
of Revelation is the question of the true organization
and its relation to the organization devised by man.

It will be shown that the design in preceeding each
subject by giving a symbolical view was to teach the
true organization of both the church and the civil
organizations as ruled by Christ in every age. See the
next chapter on the seals.

It will be clearly seen in the study of the book
of Revelation that Christ is still the Prince of the
kings of earth, though his ruling throne and kingdom
is not visible. The same is true of the church. His
church is not visible though he is king of his people
and head of the one true church. All others are but
imitations and counterfeits of the true. Hence true
organization is the key to Revelation.

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,
to shew unto his servants thines which must shortly come to pass;
and he sent and signified it by his angel nnto his servant John:

“Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony
of Jesvs Christ, and of all things that he saw.

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein:
for the time is at hand.

“John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Gra cebe unto
vou, and peace, from him which is, and which. was, and which
is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne:

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the

first berotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.
Bn’cg him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own

ood. )
“And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father;
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,
and they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth
shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the
Almighty.

“I John, who also am your brother, and companio nin tribula-
tion, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the
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isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me
a great voice, as of a trumpet.

“Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last; and,
What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven
churches which are in Asia, unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and
unto Pergamos, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Leodicea.

“And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And be-
ing turned, I saw seven golden candlestocks.

“And in the midst of the seven candlesticke one like unto the
Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle.

“His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

© “And his feet like unto fine brass as if they burned in a
furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

“And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword and his countenance was as
the sunshineth in his strength.

“And when 1 gaw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid
his right hand’ 'MpOn me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first
and the last?

“I am he that hveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys ‘of hell and of death.

“Write the thmg‘s which thou hast seen, and the things which
are, and the things which shall.be hereafter; -

“The mystery: of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the sevem golden candlesticks. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven ehurches: and the seven candlesticks which
thou sawest are ‘the seven c¢hurches.”—Rev. 1:1-20.

The Revelatlon of Jesus Christ Unto the Churches.

Revelation signifies something revealed. There-
fore the.book is not a secret. Neither something that
cannot be understood. It tells of things which are
shortly to come to pass. It says, “The things which
thou sawest write in a book and send it unto the
churches.” "John says. “I turned to see the voice that
spake unto mie and-being turned I saw seven golden
candle sticks and one like unto the son of man walk-
ing among the candle sticks and he had in his hand
seven stars. and out of his mouth went a sharp two
edged sword.” Said Christ, “I am the light of the
world, no man can come unto the Father except 1
draw him. 1 am the root of David. the bright and
morning star. I am the first and the last. I was
with the Father in the beginning. I am he that was
dead and 2m alive for ever more. I am the Alvha
and the Omega, the first and the last.” Thus it is
throueh Christ alone that all gosnel truth centers.
He “is the resnrrection and the life.” He is “the

author and the finisher of our faith,” and without him -

there is no savior. His messaces are to the churches
and throveh the church the licht is to shine to the
world. “He is in the midst of the church.” The
church is set on a 'hill to let its licht shine. As the
moon borrows its licht from the sun 20 the church
gets its light from.the Son of God. The Son gets it
from the Father. Thus the book of Revelation is
direct to the church. written for the benefit of the
church. The book of Revelation is Christ’s 1ast written
testimonv to the church. It tells the finished story
of the church. - When. once understood with all the
other testimony of Christ written by Moses and the
provhets, it is all the church will ever need to carry
them through to.thé end. The church needs another
class of pronhets (teachers) in the church that the

church mayv know what the testimonv of Christ has

revealed in his word teaches. That is all. it needs no
visions or revelations from heaven to reveal anv other
inspired message. All any teacher can ever do is to
teach what is written and thus declare the whole
counselof God 2s revealed' in, his word. Remember
the testimony of Jesus is all found in his word. No
new revelations reauired. No new prophets needed.
It will be seen that Christ’s. testimony as.revealed in
his word to the seven churches completes the story
to the end.

— ]

The Seven Churches and the Seven Candlesticks.

Revelation 1:20 says, “The seven stars are the
seven angels of the seven churches,” “and the seven
candlesticks are the seven churches.” Thus we have
God’s own explanation of the symbols of the stars, and
the candlesticks. An angel is a messenger whether it
be one sent from heaven or one chosen among men
on earth. This rule holds good wherever stars are
used in prophecy. So with the candlestick, it is ever
the representative of the church of the first born. In
the tabernacle service these seven lamps were used to
represent the division of time covering the entire
history of the church in the world for seven thousand
years, as that time was divided into seven periods of
one thousand years each. But as John was shown the
history of the seven periods of the church from his day
forward till Christ comes, the same rule was followed,
thus dividing the time into seven periods from the
first to the second advent of Christ. So any one hold-
ing the seven churches as to be prophetic they must
hold the candlesticks to be prophetic, for one is the
same as the other. The church is the light of the
world and through the true people of God the light
must come. In verse 13, chapter 1, John saw Jesus
walking in the midst of the seven candle sticks. This
shows that Christ is the head of the church and the
source of all light. It is his word that ‘lighteneth
every man that cometh into the world.” Verse 16
says that “out of his mouth went a sharp two edged’
sword.” This sword is his word as taught by the
church. Thus the first chapter is an introduction to
the book of Revelation. showing things which must
shortly come to pass. We now follow this 1ntroduc-
tion as it applies to the seven churches. !

“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things '
gaith he that holdeth the seven stars in his riecht hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

“T know thy works, and thy labour. and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tiied them
1whlch say they are apostles, and are not, and hast foiad them
e “And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake
hast 1ahoured, and bast not fainted.

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast 1oft thv first love.

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick ont of his place, except thou repent.

“Rrt this thon hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the
Nichnlaitanes, which I also hate.

‘ “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churehes; To hlm that overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”—
Rev. 2:1-T.

We note some of the many points recorded as
pertaining to the church in the first division of time
beginning with the apostolic experience and lasting
till the close of the third century. From ancient times
names stood for certain thines so here the word .
Epbesus means desirable. Christ said of this church.
he knew their works, their patience, and how they-
hated them that were evil. It also says how they’
had “tried them that said thev were avostles and
had found them to be liars:” “they had labored for
the name of Christ and had not fainted.” Anvone who

read the epistles of Paul, Peter. James and John know .. =

how the true laborer had all these things to contend
with and of course it was true of the followers also.
Truly such saints were “desirable” to God. Verse
four shows that there was a decline from that rich .
experience. “Thev lost their first love.”” Those who
fater came to the faith never knew what the pioneers
of the faith passed throuch to establish the work among
the Gentile believers. Hence they lost their first love.
God gives the only remedy in such a case where the ’
first love is lost. Namely, repent and do the first
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work " Many behevers in our day realize they are
not enjoying the blessing of God and as a remedy they
will call a meeting in which to seek the Lord by prayer.
Some will even wrestle all night to gain what they
call a pénticostal blessing. Some keep up this seek-
ing for days, and thus open a door for Satan to come
in and give one of his deceptive influences and make
them believe they have gained the desired blessing
for what they were seeking and Satan thus leads them
astray under his full power so they can believe a lie
that they might be damned because they received not
a love of the truth that they might be saved. Remem-
ber the only way to receive the first love is to do the
first works and walk in the light of all truth God may
see fit to.send you. That is the only way to have the

. presence of Christ day by day, namely, to be doing the

work of the Christian day by day. This work is the
keeping of his commandments. How can anyone hope
to be saved who will avoid a truth of God? None, I
am sure. The only reason today why the religious
world are not in unity of faith and keeping all of God’s
commandments as written (the seventh day included)
is because they will not do the works of obedience.
They do not love the truth of God sufficient to keep
his word. The result that follows all such professors
is that the candlestick is removed from them as shown

~ in verse five. That is the light they have or might

have had is removed from them and they are left under
the influence of Satan to practice every deception under
the name of Chrlstlamty Satan wishes them to do and
teach. This is the condition of modern Babylon at
this time. Every false doctrine and every delusion of
Satan is practiced and the poor, blind followers think
and call it the religion of Christ. God always gives
credit for any good thing such people may still hold.
This credit all should ever be ready to give even if
Satan does use it as a cloak to deceive. This church
still hated the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which will

- be later explained as it comes under another of the

churches to follow. Such is the inspired history of
the first history of the church since Christ was here.
The Church in Smyrna.

“And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These
things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;
“I know thy works, and tnbulatlon, and poverty, but thou

«. 2t rii-h) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are

Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that we may be tried;
and ye shall have: tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto

" ‘the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
death.”-~Rev. 2:8-11.

Smyrhna,: sweet-smelling savor. We can readily
see, as apostasy comes into the church, the conflict that
would arise between those that would contend for the
faith and those who would teach error and be lead
away by the world. The church of Smyrna had those
in it during this period of history who still loved the

-truth. They had those among them who said they
-were Jews (real Christians), but were not. Satan

had also established his synagogue in the midst of the
church. Speaking of those who were true, the Lord
says, “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty
(but thou art rich)’’—as elsewhere described, the poor
of this world, “rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.”
The admonition is given to them, ‘“Fear none of these
things which thou shalt suffer.” During this period
the church passed through some of the most trying
experiences. They were having internal eruptions in
all their churches. Worldly influence had crept in,
and as the judgments of God always come upon an
apostate church, as they did in Babylonish captivity,
additional judgments came upon the church now, the

pagan power being permitted, no-doubt, to scourge
them because of the spiritual condition that existed
within. “Behold, the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days; be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown of life.”” This period is a pro-
phetic period of ten years, and was fulfilled under the
reign of Diocletian, from 302 to 312 A. D., when ten
million professed Christians were put to death by
Pagan Rome. During the time.of any:apostasy, as the
people of God are departing from:the Lord, his judg-
ments are sure to be manifested ; but after once fully
established as an apostate power, they are then sub-
ject only to the ordmary calamltles and prosperlty of
the world.

In addition to the above we would call “attention
to other points. Verse eight-says; ‘“He that was dead
and is alive.” This shows that Christ gave the book
after his death and resurrection. Verse nine shows
that a true Christian is a Jew. =~ But there are some who
claim to be Christians. (Jews) and are not.. They are
but “the synagogue of Satan.” . How.many. such syna-
gogues of that kind exist in our day no one knows, they
are too many to enumerate. -If is: too bad that the
meaning of the word Jew and Israel is not, better
understood now. It would help many to: study the

Bible with- a more complete understanding. -~ They °

should also realize that any professed -people -who will
not walk in the light, their places: of -worship are a
synagogue of Satan though underthe name of Christ.
These things should not be:taught:from any.point of
hatred or envy but the plain facts:as God teaches
the truth.

The Church In Pergamos.

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write These
things saith he which hath the sharp sword® with two  edges;

“I know thy works, and where®thou- ‘dwellest, ‘even’ where
Satan’s seat is; and thou holdest: fast my :name;- and hast not
denied my faith, even in those, days. wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

“But I have a few things against theé, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, whio- taught Balae to cast
a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,.to eat things sacri-
ficed unto idols, and to commit fornication. -

“So hast thou also them that hold the doctrme of the Nicolat-
tanes, which thing I hate.

“Repent; or else I will come unto thee qulckly, ‘and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth. :

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what ‘the Spirit saith unto
the churches: To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in ‘the stone
a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it.”—Rev. 2:12-17.

The definition of “Pergamos” is ‘“height, elevation.”
The church at this period is represented as having a
sharp sword with two edges. .This is explained by
the apostle Paul: “For the word of God.is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than .any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12.

The church of Pergamos is represented as dwell-

ing even where Satan’s seat is. The Papacy was fully
established in A. D. 538, with its capital at Rome.
Christianity at this time was largely in the Western
Empire of Rome, as the division of the Roman govern-
ment constituted the second division of the great city
of Babylon, as is shown in the comments on the last
of the three great divisions of the world, as we shall
see in our other writings. The church was dwelling
where Satan’s seat was, but even there God had some
that held up the light of truth, and did not deny his
name, and those persons were represented as Antipas.
They were opposed to the apostasy, and many were
martyrs to the truth. But, notwithstanding all this,
(Continued on page 5)
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SPECIAL ATTENTION.

We would again call attention to Brother Gould’s booklet,
“To the Remnant of Israel.” Brother Gould has furnished this
office’ with quite a few for us to distribute to the readers. He
plaeces no price on them. So they are free for the postage, three
cents. If any wish to pay fifteen cents for them it will be
forwarded to Brother Gould to aid him in his missionary work.
He has no fsettled office so mail could reach him from here
generally. Get the booklet from this office.

THE COMING YEAR.

We now see that God is giving us much to bring out for the
readers the coming year which they need. Light shines more
and more in the path of the just. Not the trading of lamps but
the triming of the same lamp to cause it to shine more and more
on the truth God has been giving in the past and new rays of
light for the future. Come brethren, wake up and do not loose
the prize. Says the prophet, “Let no man take thy crown.”
Others will come and do the work in our place, and we be lost
if we are not faithful. I earnestly plead for faithfulness in all
our doings in God’s work that you and I may hear the “Well done
good and faithful servant.”” No man who is covetous, proud,
dislionest with God will ever hear it said of him.

ONCE MORE.

-Once .more we reach the end of another year. This issue
is the first of this year’s issues. We will say that our list will
be revised and no doubt many names will be dropped from the
list for want of interest on their part. We cut no one off who
wishes the paper sufficint to work for its advancement and study
its contents. But unless we hear from them the name will be
dropped. We have many who have helped in the past, so their
names stand whether we hear or not. We trust there will be a
general move to secure new subscribers and also to send the paper
to those whom you are interested in. We wish every name both
in this country and foreign that can be sent to us. The year
means much if we mistake not in the work of God. Who will
come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty- No man’s
religion amounts to much who does but little.

WHAT SHALL WE DO?

There are but few new subscribers placed on our list for the
coming year.
as best we can. It is this, so far as lieth in our power physically,
mentally and financially we shall by the Lord’s help keep the
work going as we have for the past five years in the printing of
the paper. At present it looks at times dark financially. But it
has looked so many times but the way was opened so we kept
going along. Personally we are ready to quit when the door is

What shall we do?We answer the above question .

closed so we can go no further. We will then feel clear. We
did the best we could, and that is all that is required. We feel
so thankful for all past favors shown us. We feel to praise the
Lord every day that he has given us the chance he has to give
to others that which he gives to us and fed our souls on the
bread of life. I have no fears that the work we have started
will die. That cannot be. God never allows his word to return
to him void. This work will in some way continue.

A CHALLENGE.

I have of late received not less than four or five communi-
cations which have tried to help Dr. Reed on his side of the
question as to the resurrection day of Christ, or rather to prove
that Christ was in the grave three days and three nights.

We did not care to say more than we have said about that
question, for a time at least, but one of these challenges any
person “To prove that Christ arose on the first day of the week.”
The record says in each instance that when the women went to
the sephulchre he was risen. Therefore I suppose because the
woman did not see him come out of the grave it is evident he
did not rise on the first day of the week. Let us look at it.
Such persons are reminders of Thomas, who would not believe
till he felt of the prints of the nails in his hands. Well, if they
will just believe the Bible the matter can be very easily proven
he did arise on the first day of the week, whether they saw him
or not. The record says plairly he would rise the third day, as we
have cited in many instances where this is written. The record
says he was placed in the tomb after the sixth hour on the pre-
peration day before the Sabbath. It says that “the women rested
the Sabbath according to the command, and early the first day of
the week they went early in the morning and he was risen.” He
had had twelve hours in which to rise the first day before they
got there. Now the deciples said that that first day of the week
was the third day. Now if this brother who challenges will be-
lieve the word then his trouble will end, but if like Thomas, he
must have some one see him rise, we cannot help his unbelief.*

This same brother says Brother Reed cannot prove he rose on
the Sabbath. That is true, for he did not rise on that day. He
accuses Brother Reed correctly, for the women did not go to the
sephulcre on the Sabbath. Neither did Christ arise on the Sab-
bath. So we reccommend this brother and Dr. Reed to settle
their difficulty.

Another, the Editor of the “Evangel of Hope,” tries next to
help Brother Reed, but they disagree also, for the Editor says
the heart of the earth is Palestine and not the grave. He then
next says, in order to ‘evade the plain record that the “Disciples
said the first day of the week was the third day. The Editor
says the Catholics changed the original and made it read that way
to help themselves out. This reminds us of a preacher whom
we know who tried to preach on profound subjects. But soon
after he started, he would get where he could not see how to
follow his line any further, and so he always resorted then to the
text that said, “Great is the mystery of Godliness.” That let him
out and he could take a fresh start. So now it is one of the
common things if any scripture does not sustain those who have not
the truth, they say this was not correctly translated, or the
Catholics changed it, and it does not teach the truth as it should.
I wish some of these would give us a correct translation who
make these charges. Such in most of cases would be a curiosity.

But even that would be easier than to have Christ in the grave
three nights, and still believe Christ himself when he said he
would rise the third day. These teachers must have some manner

.of figuring which I was not taught in school, and a thing could

#

happen today as the first day,and then not have day after tomorrow
not be the third day. Then they must have some kind of reckon-
ing different to any thing I know of to get three nights between
the first and the third day. So it is true that those in error do

not agree with themselves. It is also true that they have strange
logic, and wish people to believe it then it is directly in contradic-
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tion to the plain word of God. This is all done to prove that Sun-
day is not a sanctified day. Therefore ye need not keep Sunday.
They don’t stop to think then if he did rise on the first day then
Sunday is the sanctified day and not the Sabbath. Poor basis
indeed for Sabbath keeping. The commandment is sufficient for
any one and that says the seventh day is the Sabbath. Come
brethren, straighten up. Stand on the commandment alone for
Sabbath keeping. The resurrection sanctifies no day to be kept
as the Sabbath, neither the day of his crucifixion, nor his birthday.
Read our tract written especially on this subject. So we rest for
a time at least.

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION
AS ADDRESSED TO THE CHURCHES.

(Continued from page 3)

there were some, even among the faithful, that had
yielded to the worldly influence in the doctrine of
Balaam, which was polygamy. The Nicolaitanes were
of the same class as the followers of Balaam. The
Lord requires discipline of those in His church, even
under the most trying circumstances, and if this is not
heeded, the judgments of God will surely follow, as
described in this scripture.

“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These
things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame
of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and
}:ihy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the

rst.

“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a proph-
etess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she
repented not.

“Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of
their deeds.

“And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches
shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts:
and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many
as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths
of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

“But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the
end, to him will I give power over the nations:

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels
of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of
my Father.

“And I will give him the morning star.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.”—Rev. 2:18-29.

This church, the fourth in number, covers the
period from 538 to 1798 A. D. The definition of
Thyatira is the “sweet savor of labor.” Works have
been a strong element of favor in all of these churches;
for, while charity and faith are mentioned with works,
it is said, “The last shall be more than the first.”” Not-
withstanding God’s great love and gentleness toward
his people, he calls attention tothe points wherein they
come short. One of the charges against this church
was that they had suffered “that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce
my servants to commit fornication (unite with the
world), and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” As
a woman is a symbol of a church, this woman Jezebel
is taken to symbolize the apostate church of the
Papacy at this time. The true people had no doubt
suffered the teachers of the apostasy to teach in their
churches, and were influenced by them. Jezebel was
the wife of Ahab in the days of Israel, and was one of
the bitterest persecutors against the prophets of God
that ever lived in the world’s history; hence she fitly
represents this age of the church.

Verses twenty-two and twenty-three threaten the
apostacy by saying: “I will cast her into a bed, and
them that commit adultery with her into great tribula-
tion, except they repent of their deeds. And I will
kill her children with death; and all the churches shall
know that I am he which searcheth the reins and
hearts; and I will give unto every one of you according
to your works.”

While the apostasy of Greek and Roman Catholic-
ism has done her work of death and destruction, she
has not escaped the judgments of God, and the greatest
judgments of all still await her in the near future.
The Lord says to the true ones in this age of the world
that have not known the depths of Satan, “I will put
upon you none other burden.”” The church had all
she could carry, without God requiring the strict dis-
cipline which otherwise would have been laid upon
her. God would not mete out to them more than they
could bear, as stated in verses twenty-five to twenty-
eight.

To the church that lived in the second and third
centuries the Lord said, ‘“Hold fast until death,” but
to the church of Thyatira he says, “Hold fast till I
come;” “And I will give him the morning star,” and he
shall rule the nations “with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers.”
Whether there will be a people living in the closing
days of this church that will continue to live until
the Lord comes, the reader must judge. ©One thing
certain, the coming of Christ is now introduced, and
to each church following substantially the same ad-
monition to give: ‘“Hold fast till I come.”

To the Philadelphian church the Lord says, ‘“Be-
hold, I come quickly;” unto the Laodiceans, ‘“Behold,
I stand at the door, and knock;” and to the Thyatira
church, the one now being considered, “I will give him
the morning star.” The morning star is the one that
shines so brightly just before the morning light ap-
pears. In the twenty-second chapter of Revelation
we read: “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches. I am the root and
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning
star.” Rev. 22:16.

At the close of the Thyatiran period, in 1798, the

““4ime of the end” begins, as foretold by the prophet

Daniel, who says: ‘“Many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased.”” This will be con-
sidered, however, in a subsequent chapter, “The Pro-
phetic Church.” Says Daniel, “Knowledge shall be
increased.” John speaks of ‘“the morning star,” while
Peter says, “The day star shall arise in your hearts,”
thus showing that this date would mark a period that
would open up the scriptures regarding the soon-eom-
ing of the Lord; and the admonition is, “Hold fast till
I come.” The period of this church is also mentioned
by the prophet Daniel, in these words: ‘“And such as
do .wickedly against the covenant shall be corrupt by
flatteries; but the people that do know their God shall
be strong, and do exploits. And they that under-
stand among the people shall instruct many; yet they
shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity,
and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall,
they shall be holpen with a little help; but many shall
cleave to them with flatteries. And some of them of
understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge,
and to make them white, even to the time of the end;
because it is yet for a time appointed.” Dan. 11
32-35.

"While the Papacy did wickedly against the cov-
enant, and corrupted the people by flatteries and by
outward show, the people who did know their God
were strong, and did exploits, and those that did un-
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in the time of the Reformation and yet they fell by
the sword and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil many
days. This was their experience till the time of the
derstand instructed many. This was literally fulfilled
Reformation. Then they were “holpen with a little
help;” but many clung to the Reformation with
flatteries, unconverted. It is the mixed multitude that
ever join themselves to the true believers that add to
the difficulties, and so it is brought to view here in
Daniel’s prophecies; and, as a result of this, they
were again visited by the scourge. ‘“And some of them
of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge,
and to make them white, even to the time of the end;
because it is yet for a time appointed.” The prophetic
period of twelve hundred and sixty days had definitely
pointed to 1798 as the beginning of the time of the
end. There was a brief period of persecution follow-
ing the Reformation, that fulfilled this part of the
prophecy.

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars;
I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead.

“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
ared ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before

od.

“Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will
come upon thee.

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments: and they shall walk with me in white; for they
- are worthy.

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life,
but { will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
tl;&_churches.”—Rev. 3:1-7. )

This scripture has its prophetic application from
the commencement of the time of the end, in 1798 to
1918. The rebuke to this church is, “Thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead.” Following all
reforms, as before stated, a reaction is the next thing
in order. It was true in the days of the apostles; it
was true in all the history of Israel; it was true after
the death of Moses and Joshua, after the days of Noah
and Abraham, and aftter every other period of reform
in the history of the world; so here again the church
which is now known as Protestantism merely exists
in name and form, but really is dead. Yet, says the
prophet, there are some that are still faithful. The
admonition is: “Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die; for I have not
found thy works perfect before God. Remember
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent.” ‘

The church of this period had received great light
through the men God had raised up, and especially
during this period knowledge was to increase; but
this knowledge was not appreciated by the masses.
Worldliness and pride had crept in, and the Lord was
forsaken by them. ‘“Thou hast a few names even in
Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and
they shall walk with me in white.” Yes, there are a
few, as compared with the great masses, that are

always true to the truth of God. A new thought is
here introduced: “I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life;” I will confess thy name ‘“before my
Father, and before his angels.” it
The blotting out of the names from the book of

life are to come in the history of this church. Peter
said, “Repent that your sins may be blotted out when

the times of refreshing comes from the Lord, and he
will send Jesus unto you which before was preached
unto you.” Thus again in this history we are brought
face to face with the closing events of the world and
the coming of Christ. It is not our intention in the
giving of dates to establish a definite date as to vhen
each church began and ended, so much as it is to
follow the general history of the church. For it is
clear to our mind that more than one of the last
churches live co-temporary and at the same time. To
be clothed with white raiment is to pass the period
when all cases are decided and those who are to be
saved and are counted righteous for eternity. Their
names are confessed before the Father and the angels
as being entitled to eternal life. Thus they receive
the wedding garment and that entitles them to the
marriage of the Lamb and the marriage supper when
Christ will serve them.

_ “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These
things saith he thac is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key

of Lavid, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and
no man openeth;

“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and
hast not denied my name.

“Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which
say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make
them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I
have loved thee. 4

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that

no man take thy crown.

“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my
God: and I will write upon him my new name.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.”—Rev. 3:7-13.

There is much that could be said about this
Church. Christ in his address to this church says, “He
that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of
David, he that shutteth and no man openeth, he that
openeth and no man shutteth.” Thus he shows him-
self to be absolutely the one and the only one to look
to in this time of need for that which is absolutely
right and true to his church. He further says, “I know
thy works.” Like all other of the churches it is the
works that determine our standing before God.

Of every one of the entire seven Christ says, “I
know thy works.”” He does not say, I know how well
you can talk in meeting. Neither what faith you have
in the gift of tongues, nor the gift of healing, nor sore
experience you had while you were being converted
many years ago. Butitis works. James says, “Show
me your faith without your works and I will show you
my faith by my works.” It is by works that faith is
made perfect.

The religion of this day is such a shame palmed
off for religion. Philadelphia means brotherly love.
It says of this church, they have a little strength and
have kept the word of his patience. Verse nine shows
there is a great apostacy during the history
of the Philadelphia church. Yet there are some few
in that age that have kept his word. Many synagogues
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of Satan have been erected under the name of Chris-
tianity, but they are not Christian, they are Babylon;
full of every foul and unclean bird of prey. They say
they are Jews (Christians) but are liars. How truly
all this history is fulfilled before the eyes of those who
can see, having eyes anointed to ‘discern truth. The
day is not far distant when they must acknowledge
that God has loved those who are true to him and are
real true Jews. He promises to keep such in the hour
of temptation which will try all the world. The door
or truth is now opened and no man can shut it. They
may ignore it and scorn it, and those who accept it
for a time, but the change is coming and that soon
when they must acknowledge to their shame they
have done wrong. It will then be too late. Now is
the time to not be ashamed of his truth and proclaim
it. He says, “Behold, I come quickly.” It is urgent
that the Children of God know he is coming quickly.
He says those who are faithful will be made a pillar
in the temple of God. Pillars are what holds up the
structure. So faithful work now will be rewarded
then. All then receive a new name and that name is
Israel and Jew, which means they are children of the
king of the whole earth with the new Jerusalem as
its capital.

The Laodicean.

“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God;

“T know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would -thou wert cold or hot.

“So then because thou art luke-warm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

“Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mavest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent.

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, -even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father
in his throne.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.”—Rev. 3:14-22,

No one but an infinite loving Savior could bear
with an erring people for six thousand years and then
the last act, the last admonition to a luke warm, self-
righteous, unconcerned follower say, ‘“As many as I
love I rebuke,” “I council thee to buy of me gold tried
in the fire;” ‘“Anoint thine eyes that thou might see,
and white raiment that thou mightest be clothed;” “As
many as I love I rebuke.”” But Jesus Christ, the author
of the Bible, and even the last admonition is ‘“whoso-
ever will let him come.” 1 say that none but Christ
could do this and show his kindness at the last to an
erring people. Christendom will go down without hope
or without God in the closing scenes of earth, all be-
cause they would not come and be saved. The
Laodicean chureh is truly a pitful, ignorant, naked,
class of people in spiritual things. They claim to be

rich. They claim to be in need of nothing. They
are contented on the verge of destruction and know it
not. They say they have faith but have not. They
say they have the spirit of God but they know not
what it is, nor nothing of the true oil that shines so
brightly. Oh, Christendom, is this the story of your
final end when you have boasted that the world was
growing better and all would soon know Christ? Is
this the end of your experience when you have expect-
ed a temporal mellenium and a world’s peace? Is
famine, pestilence and the sword to close "1p vour story
when you have told the people there would be a world’s
peace and war would be no more? The reader will
notice it has ever been the few faithful in all the
churches that are his. The majority have never been
in favor of God among his followers. Never since the
world begun and Christ has worked for the salvation
of sinners. The majority have always been the
enemies of the truth. Who will profit by this examina-
tion of the churches? Remember it is not the organi-
zations now in existence that are called the churches,
but it is the church of the first born whose names are
written in heaven which make up the church in these
different points of history examined. Present man
made organizations are not what is considered at all
by the seven churches, but it is the seven periods of
the one church and how it is the few faithful in each
age that constitutes that church. The others are liars
and not Jews (Christians), and not among those to be
reconed at last.

The reader will notice that the present organiza-
tions are called by the spirit of God the synagogue
of Satan. They name themselves churches, but they
are not. But as Alexander Campbell said, “They are
not the legitamate churches of Jesus Christ, but are
the daughters of Rome.” We say that the Greek, the
Roman, and the Protestant organizations are all the
daughters of mother Babylon, the Baal woman, who
is the representative of the work of Satan in every
age. The call is not to come out of the churches, but
out of Babylon, and Babylon is composed of the
synagogues of Satan. Truth can never be stated in
too plain a language in stating facts. Read next what
we say on the seven seals.
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STRANGE INTERPRETATIONS.

A person in my office a few days ago who did not
believe in Christ’s literal coming, said: ‘“The secrip-
tures said they should see him no more.” 'Yes, Christ
said, “Yet a little while they should see him, and a little
" while and they should not see him.” Of course no
reference to his second coming at all. But to carry a
point misused the scriptures. So another class who
believe there must be those in the last days who have
trances and see visions, quote: “Where there is no
vision the people perish. But happy is he that keepeth
the law.” They say the word vision in this case
teaches there must be a prophet like the prophets of
old. What is vision? 1t is light, which enables us
to tee truth. “For lack of knowledge the ‘people
perish.”  Neither has any reference to what they say
it teaches at all. f course if the people have no
light they perish, especially is tlus tric in these last
days when darkness covers the people.

Again this same people quote Paul when he says,
‘“We are not to despise prophesying.” They say,
“Don’t despise a latter-day prophet who has visions.”
They know so little about the Bible they can’t discern
that a teacher is one prophesying in his work. There
are false prophets (teachers) as well as true, so Paul
says, “Prove all things and hold fast to that which is
good, and not despise prophesying (teaching).”

Then again they say the scripture which says the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophesy. They
say that is to prophesy or have visions. Oh! foolish
Gallatians, says Paul. So we say, Oh! foolish inter-
preters to sustain an error. Anyone ought to know the
testimony of Jesus was the testimony of the prophets
as written in the Bible is the spirit of prophesy refered
to and not some latter day false visionist. These
things remind me of an occurence where a friend told
another of his associates, “If he would keep still peo-
ple would not know he was a fool.” Such interpreta-
tions make us ashamed that we were ever guilty of
being led to believe such a use of the scriptures. But
such is common and likely will continue till the end
comes.

DELAYED.

I am always ashamed to appologize. It is such a common
thing these days. The paper is designed to come out the first of
each month. Our printer has been moving his plant and this
time also he writes me his son, the linotype man, has been sick.

Then in addition to all this material and every thing is in
a condition of uncertainty. So we are compelled to put up with
things we do not desire. The December paper was almost a
failure to get out. The supplement with this paper will help out.

The paper the coming year no doubt will be of more value
than any year before. Now is the time for the development of
Bible truth, and the one who fails to keep up with these develop-
ments looses just what they ought to have.

We begin with this issue our comments on the book of
Revelation, such as we have not already taken up in full in our
books. This number takes up the seven churches. It will be
followed by the seven seals. I think these very valuable at this
time. The Lord has given me what I regard of special benefit.
I simply try to give to others what I feel T have received. Don’t
fail to make this a study. Tt will come out both in tract form and
will be in volume two of the revised edition of the “Gathering of

the Nations,” which is volume two of the “Inspired History of the
Nations,”

— e ———
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pages, price 25 cents.

THE FOUR GREAT CYCLES

This book takes up God’s great timekeepers, the
revolutions of the earth around the sun, the revolutions of
the moon around the earth, and the revolutions of the
earth on its axis and the weekly cycle of seven days of
creation. It lays the foundation of the Sabbath there and
then follows it through to our day, giving both the Biblical
History and the secular history of our day. Tt is-surely
a book that all should possess and read who wish to know
the truth on that important question. It quotes 84
languages on the enumeration of the weekly cycle. 86
pages, price 20-cents.

THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND AGAIN”

This book is the most complete of all books published
on the laws and statutes of God. It reveals the great
darkness under which all modern Bible teachers, regardless
of sect or name are in on this question. It shows there is
due a great reformation to be made in teaching the law

“as a whole before Christ comes. ‘It shows there is not a

text in the New Testament scriptures that teach that any
law was abolished and nailed to the cross as taught by ail
teachers of today. It shows the laws written by Moses
are just as obligatory now for the purpose they were
written for, as they ever were and should be taught by all
people. It is bound in leatheret binding, illustrated by two
large charts showing each code of laws as written, also
a diagram showing the two covenants, the one at Sinai, as
given to Israel, the other the everlasting covenant made
with all the people. Price, post paid, two Volumes, $2.00.
Vol. 1, $1.25; Vol. 2, $1.65.
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cents; 10 for 15 cents; 100 for $4.00.

UNION PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Britton, Oklahoma, U. S. A.




	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 001
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 002
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 003
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 004
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 005
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 006
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 007
	RoL Vol 04 No 49 PG- 008

