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A Question On Chronology Answered 
By I. C. Sultz 

'Vill someone harmonize the four hundred fifty 
years r eign of the judges (Acts 13 :20) with the four 
hundred eighty years of I Kings 1 :6? A few issues 
back, the above question was asked in the Remnant 
under the heading "Nuts to Crack." 

Some chronologists object to using one or both 
f these periods for the reason that they have not 
een able to harmonize them. They claim that we 

must stick to the details of the chronology found by 
adding the reign of the ki.ngs and judges and then 
they arrive at different conclusions. This is the rea­
on for the above question. 

I have alwn.ys felt that the harmony between 
e two nei·iods could be shown, and that it would 

.., . rong fo lie down on the job because others have 
failed. "If any man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine." vVith confidence in those 
words a few of us have worked untireingly on chron­
ology for the past f~w years with the following re­
sults on the above question. 

The above mentioned periods we find, are in 
harmony with each other: They are in exact bar-

ony with the reign of the judges and ki.ngs over 
which they extend; they are inspired statements and 
given for chronological purposes, and without them 
it is difficult to locate the beginning and end of Sam­
uel's reign as well as that of David's 

Most of the readers of the Remnant are .no doubt 
acquainted with the comparatively easy task of 
racing chronology by birth from · Adam to the time 
braham left his fathers house when he was 75 years 

old. This sums up 2083 A. M., the age of the world 
t tha t time. His seed was to sojourn in Egypt 430 

~ears. This brings us to 2513 A. M. Then add the 40 
~ears wandering in the wilderness and we have 2553 
~· M. Six more years for dividing the land gives us 
~559. Remember, Paul says the 450 years reign of 

e judges b egins here. 

"And when he had destroyed seven nations in 
the land of Canaan, he divided to them their land 
by lot. And after that he gave unto them judges a­
bout the space of 450 years, until Samuel the pro­
phet." In the foregoing statement, Paul gives us def­
initely the point of time w h ere we are to begi.n 
counting the 450 years. He divided unto them their 
land by lot and after that, not 14 years, as some try 
to show, but the next thing in order is the 450 years. 
Then the only sensible thing to do is to add this space 
as Paul calls it, to our last total, 2559, which gives 
us 3009 A. M., which, he states, brings us to Samuel 
the prophet: And as Samuel was a judge this per­
iod necessarily reaches to his death. 

Samuel's judgeship began at the death of Eli, 
and at that time the ark of God was r emoved to the 
house of Abinadab and left there for twenty years. 
Then at the end of this twenty years it was brought 
forth. 1 Sam. 6:1; 4:18; 7:1-3. Note, the ark was 
brought up at the death of Saul, and Samuel was 
dead at that time. This gives Samuel 20 years. 

Therefore, if we deduct this twenty years from 
3009 (the death of Samuel) it will give us the begin­
ning of Samuel's reign which is 2989 A. M. But, for 
the present, it is the end of his judgeship (3009) that 
concerns us most. tI h as been said that Paul's state­
ment is not correct. Let us summarize the different 
periods of time for this space, and see. We shall be­
gi.n according to Paul, just after the land was divid­
ed: 

8 years servitude under Cushan. Judges 3 :8. 
L10 years rest by Othniel. Jud. 3 : 11. 
18 years servitude under Eglon. Jud. 3:14. 
80 years rest by Ehud. Jud. 3 :30. 
20 years -servitude by J abin including Sham-

gar's. ud. 3 :31; 4 :1-3. 
40 years rest by Barak. Jud. 5 :31; 4 :6. 
7 years servitude by Midian. Jud. 6 :1. 
40 years rest by Gideon. J ud. 8 :28. / 
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3 years u surpation by Abimelech. Jud. 9 :22. 
23 years b y Tola. J ud. 10 :1, 2. 
22 years Judgship by Jar. J u d. 10 :3. 
18 years ser vitude under Amon . ud. 10 :8. 
6 y ears judgeship by Jepthah. Jud. 12 :7. 
7 years judgesh ip by Ibzan. Jud. 12 :8, 9, 10. 
10 years judgeship by E lon. Jud. 12:11. 
8 years judgeship by Abdon . Jud. 12 :1 3, 14. 
40 years servitude by the Philistines, which in­

cludes Sampson's 20 year s judgeship. Jud. 13 :1 ; 16: 
31. 

40 years judgesh ip by Eli. 1 Sam. 4 :18. 
20 years for Samuel's j udgeship as we have 

shown above. I. 
The table given above shows the different per­

iods of time intervening between the division of the 
land and the death of Samuel, w hich exactly m ake 
up the space of 450 years rule of th e judges as given 
by P aul. 

Let us n ow trace in detail, the chronology of the 
480 years of 1Kings6 :1. "And it cam e to pass in the 
four hundred and eightieth year after the Children 
of Israel w ere com e out of the l and of Egypt, in the 
fourth year of Solom on 's reign over Israel, in the 
month of Zif, which is the secon d month, that he be­
gan to build the h ouse of the Lord." 

First, is the above 480 year period correct to the 
fourth year of Solomon? 

Second, does i t h arm onize with the 450 years 
r eign of the Judges ? 

Third, can it be prove.n by the detailed ch rono­
logy? 

I f eel p erfectly safe in answering these ques­
tions with on e word, YES. 

The exp ression, "were come out," would natur­
ally suggest the idea th at they were settled · in the 
land nf Can aan , an d the 480 years ar e to be coun ted 
from that time, viz'; the time the land w as divided, 
which w e h ave located to be 2559 A. M. and from 
which point P aul r eckon s the 450 years. Adding the 
480 year s to 2559 brin gs us to 3039 A. M. which is the 
four th year of Solom on's reign. Take away four 
from this sum a n d it gives us the beginning of his 
r eign , a lso the death and end of David 's reign, which 
i s 0035. D avid reigned 40 years, so, if we take 40 
from our l ast total , it will give us the beginning of h is 
r eign as 2995. 

vVe h ave shown above tha t Samuel began his 
judgeship in the year 2989 A. M. Deduct this from 
2995 (the beginning of David's reign) and it gives 
us 6 years or the year of Samuel's reign in which 
David was an oin ted kin g. Take 2 from this and it 
leaves 4 or the fourth year of Samuel in which Saul 
w as anointed kin g. Note that he was anointed in 
the fourth year of Samuel a n d rejected the same year 
David ·was anointed which gives h im a reign of two 
years. This will becom e more apparent .farther a­
long in our study. 

H ere seem.s to be th e stumbling ston e for all who 
a ttempt the study of chron ology. T h ey read in Acts 
13 :21 that Saul was appointed for the space of 40 
years. They tak e for gr anted that Saul reigned 40 
years, and try to mak e Paul say th at, when h e does 
not. This is all done without stopping to give due 
consideration to the fact tha t Paul says that God re­
moved him. Her e it is : "And w h en h e h ad removed 
him, he r aised up unto th em David to b e their kin g." 
v. 22. When was David r a ised up ? You will say, 

when Saul was removed. "Nhat was David raise 
up for? To be their king of cour se. As will be sho\v, 
later, this all occurred about the tim e that Saul h f 
reigned two years. 

No one ever speaks of an officer being remov. 
when he serves out the full time for which h e w 
appointed. 

) 

As we have shown above, at the death of Eli tl1 
ark of God was taken hy .the Philistines, k ept seve 
months, then removed to the house of Abinadab. I 
remained there twenty years, a t the end of which 
time, David brought i t up to the house of Obededom. 
2 Sam. 6. ( 

The foregoing chapters of 2 Sam. show clear!\ 
that Saul was dead when David went down after th 
ark. Therefore the conclusion is inevitable that 
Saul could not have reigned 40 years, when h e was 
anointed king and died, durmg th is p eriod of 20 
vears. This is clearly seen when we stop to consid 
e1· that Samuel became judge of Israel a t the death 
of Eli, then he anointed Saul to be captain over God's 
inheritance. 1 Sam. 10 :1. 

In the second year of his reign , Saul committed 
the sin for which he was rejected. 1 Sam. 13 :1. 1n 
verse 14 we learn that Saul was rejected a:n -' ·· 
Lord has soul'ht him a m.an after his own h e1 
commanded him to be captain over his p eo 

In Chapter 15, Saul's second sin of disob ~· ~--
is brought to view and in verse 28 Samue l ~ays, "ThJ 
Lord has rent the kingdom from thee this d ay." The 
85th verse &tates that "Samuel came uo m ore to Saul 
till the day of his death," but dwelt ·with David in 
Naioth. 1 Sam. 19:18. 

It was at this time (Saul's rej ection) tha l Samu­
el anointed David (2 Sam. 16 :1, 13) to be kin g or cap 
tain over Israel. Now David wa~i anointed by Sa1rn 
cl, set over the men of war by Saul and accept 
by all the p eople. 1 Sam. 18 :3. 

We read in verse 16 "all Israel and .Judah loved 
David, because he went out and came in befor ·' 
them." Thus r ecognizing him as their capU1in. whilt 
Saul usurped the rulership. 

Therefore, with these facts before us, it is I 
evident that Saul had ruled two year~ ·when h I 
rejected (removed, as Paul puts it) a.nd Davi 
anointed and his 40 years reign began , althoug 
Saul ruled for a short time as a usur p er. Let u s take 
notice of the fact that Saul need not be reckoned with 
in chronology as his time is fully covered by Samuel 
and David. 

Now let us make note of a few points we h ave 
covered; viz. Saul was anointed in the four th yea7 
of Samuel and reigned to the sixth year wh en h[ 
was rejected and at this time David was anointe 
and ruled jointly with Samuel for 14 year s, whicl 
brings us to Samuel's death and the end of his judge 
ship of 20 years, which also ends the 450 years of th 
judges. 

Most chronologists give Saul a reign of 40 year· 
but the fallacy of this argument is clearly seen whe 
we stop to consider that David was 30 years old 
Sam. 5 :4) when he began his r eign. He was anoin 
ed as we have shown above, wh en Saul had r eign 
two years, and was old enough to m arry. 1 Sa 
18:17. Now, if Saul reigned 40 year s and David d" 
not begin till Saul died, then David would h ave be 
much older th an 30 year s w h en he began his r eign 

From 1 Sam. 21 ,11 we get the information tl 
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n fact that David was king before 
he coming of great m en of Judah 

to make him king was nothing 
..val of the kingship, or a r enew al 

,ce. This was done for the r eason 
veen divided on the question since Saul 

a usurper. 1 Chron. 12 shows that differ­
s came to David to anoint him king while he 

Jing from Saul in Giklag. They were all m en 
that followed David to aid in his protection. 

verse 38 gives a particular account of what w as 
e after Saul's death : "All these m en of war tha t 

could keep rank, cam e with a p erfect heart to Heb­
ron to make David ki.ng over all Israel: and all the 
rest also of Israel wer e of one heart to make David 
Kmg." 

As shown above, the 480 years began contempor­
aneously with the 450 years and spans, this p eriod 
with an additional 30 years, which beginning at Sam­
uel's death, covers the last 26 years of David's reign, 
and four years of Solomon which is the year the 
Temple began building. 

Most chrono1ogists give Samuel 20 years. follow­
ed by Saul with 40 years an d David following with 
4t) years more. This procedure is unscriptural and 
gives a surplus of 54 years over the 480. Therefore 
th ey contend tha t the 480 years is not correct. Others 
tliscard Paul's statement of the 450 years as only ap­
proximate. 

The facts of the case are, that Saul's r eign came 
within the limits of Samuel's judgeship of 20 years 
and need not be reckoned with. Saul reigned 2 
years as king and 14 years as a usurper . Samuel 
and Saul wer e both dead when David brought up the 
ark, which was removed a t Eli's death and k ept at 
the house of Abinadab for 20 years. Samuel's judge­
ship began when the ark was taken away and end­
ed j ust before it was brought up. As shown above, 
this brings us to 3009, the end of the 450 years. The 
. emaining 30 years left of the 480 brings us exact­
ly to the building of the temple, 3039 A. M. 

Our study might be carried on more extensively, 
ut this is enough to show the student of the Bible 

\ta t the two p eriods under question are in p erfect 
. ..:cord with each other and in h armony with the 

r ecord over which they span. 

Announcing the Beginning 
of Remnant Work 

I have been in New York for more than ten vears 
in order to give a r eal start to the Remnant '\Tork. 
In my every day endeavors, I have tried to the best 
of my ability and with ~very conceivable sacrifice 
and means, to give the Remnant Truth a "certain 
sound." 

Although it has been a ver y long and exacting 
struggle, I have learned many wonderful lessons and 
truths through hard-won exp eriences- all · needed to 
give God's work a definite shape and a safe proced­
ure as prescr ibed in the prophesies of the Bible. 

Now, while I look back, I can but see why the 
road h as been so strewn with numerous unseen ob­
stacles. I need not h er e r ep eat all that has b efallen 
m e in the way of privations and p ersecutions, but 
rather wish to thank God in the words of Apostle 
.t'aul who found much comfort in tha t "All things 

work together for . good to them that love God,, to 
them w ho are called according to His purpose." Rom. 
8:28. 

I believe we can consider the Remn ant work 
now started in a very definite way, although very 
small com p ar ed to what it ought to be. But God's 
grace is sufficient to m ak e it grow until the p er iod 
of Forty Years of F ea st of T abernacles set in. To 
this end, I have bought a farm in central New Jersey 
to start a Chr istian cooper a tive industrial school in 
order to give a free education an d prepare workers 
to carry the Rem nant message to all who are hungry 
and ar e seeking for the Present Truth . 

The property consists of 140 acres and ver y con­
veniently located to reach more than h alf 
a dozen large cities on th e Atlantic coast. New York 
City, the largest in the world, is only 65 miles north; 
Phila delphia an d Camden, 35 miles south; Trenton, 
the capitol of the state, is less than 20 miles from the 
place; while W ashington , D. C., is 75 m iles further 
south and Atlantic City, the all-year-around r esort of 
America, is but 42 m iles away. In other words, with­
in less than 100 miles, more than 25 m illion p eople 
can be reached within one to three hours by var ious 
efficient transportation system s; and impart to therr.. 
the last cheering and saving message of gathering 
p eople of God together. 

Th erefore, the call is for you, for anyone, who 
is both willing to work and learn with the spirit of 
m eekness and unselfishness. You are heartily invit­
ed to join this Remnant Movem ent which, accor ding 
to the plain p r ophesies of the Scrip tures, is the last 
and greatest work of God on this earth. THIS IS T HE 
GATHERING CALL TO PREPARE TO MEET THE 
SA VI OUR F ROM HEAVEN. 

Every sincer e soul who feels constr ained like 
Apostle P aul (please read 2 Cor. 5 :14, 15) to give 
himself to the ser vice of God without any reser vation 
or expectation of gold and glory, and is r eady both 
to work and learn the Remnant Message, is asked to 
communicate with the wr iter, giving information as 
to your age, education, trade, family connections ; al­
so state if you can sp eak other languages besides E ng­
lish, and whether you are willing to work a t anything 
while learning . 

Rem ember , you are n ot com ing to a place wh ere 
ever ything is r eady for you to only study and do 
nothing else, bul you are coming to join hands in 
self-sacrifice to work and prepare a place, while 
learning the vVord and earning a t the same time you 
ar e living, so that everyone conn ected with the Rem­
nant Movem ent can preach the vVord without beg­
ging or depending on others for support. 

If your faith in God's precious promises is 
strong enough you would like to do som e pioneer ­
ing work, com e along without waiting for further 
correspondence. 

Please direct all letters to the wr iter as follows: 
M. N. Ask, Oak Mount Far m, Cookstown , N. J. 

A MORNING RESOLVE 
I will this day try to live a simple, sincere and 

seren e life ; r ep elling promptly every thought of dis­
content, anxiety, discouragement, impurity, and self­
seeking ; cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimiLy; t irnr­
ity, and the habit af-holy s ilence ; exercising econom y 
in eJ::p en ditures, carefulness in conversation, dili­
genct- in appointed service fidelity to ever y tr ust, 
-attd-a: cnitd--lik-@- tr-0st in God.- J ohn H. Vincent. 
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The Book of the Law 
(Continued) 

CHAPTER IX 
THE COUNCIL AT J ERUSALEM 

AND CIRCUMCISION 
The Jewish teacher s troubled the church a t An­

tioch about circumcision and the law saving men. 
"And certain m en which cam e down from Judea 

taught the brethren and said, Except ye be circum ­
cised after the m anner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

"When ther efore P aul and Barnabas ha d no 
small dissention and disputation with them , they de­
termined that P aul and Barnabas, and certain other 
of them, should go up to J erusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. 

"And the apostles and elder s cam e together for 
to consider of this m atter. 

"And when there h ad been much disputing, Pet­
er rose up, and sa id unto them , Men and brethren , 
ye know how tha t a good while ago God m ade choice 
among us, tha t the Gentiles by my m outh should 
hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 

"And God, which knoweth the hearts, bar e them 
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did 
unto us. 

"And put no difference between u s and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith. 

"Now therefore, why tempt ye God, to p ut a yok e 
upon the neck of the disciples, w hich neither our 
fathers nor we wer e able to bear ? 

"But we believe that thru the gr ace of our Lord 
J esus Christ we sh all be saved, even as they." Acts 
15: l, 2, 6-11. 

Note the question was how m en could be saved 
and which was salvation by wor ks of law or by b e­
ing purified by faith. 

Second, Peter says, "now why put up on the 
necks of the disciple a yoke which neither we n or our 
fa thers wer e able to bear." " ' ha t was the yok e? 
We r eply salvation by work. Not that obedience 
to the law w as a yoke. Circumcision was to be per­
formed on the m ale only and that but once in f< life­
time when eight days old. P eter said that bofo J ew 

and Gentile were purifi ed by 
the old question of works or fai 
lieve baptism will save men. Sc 
there was vir tue in the act of circu. 
save men and without it they were lo~ 
en the token of the coven an t made w, 
which was circumcision as an act that w1., 
to them the inheri tance of their final home. 
less of the condition of the heart. Circumcis 
never designed to teach any such thing. It w~ 
en to Abraham as a token or sign of lhe everla 
covenant that he should inherit the land. The ch11 _ 
being circumcised the eighth day taught that when 
the eighth thousandth year came they would receive 
the land. Gen. 17. It taught also that nothing but 
the true seed of Abraham would inherit the land; not 
his literal seed, as shown by Paul in Gal. third chap­
ter, but those who were Christ's. It taught tha t none 
but those who were circumcised at heart (converted) , 
could be saved, and last, that they should not mingle 
the seed with the heathen nations around them. 
Thus circumcision taught the pure principles of the 
Gospel. Moses understood this when he said, "The 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed to love th e Lord thy God with a ll 
thy hear t and with all thy soul." Deut. 30 :6. Paul 
says it was not the outward corcumcision of the flesh 
but that which was inward circumcision of the heart. 
Rom. 2 :27-29. It is again seen that Moses and the 
old testament writers understood circumcision just 
as taught by Paul. It had nothing to do with the cru­
cifixion but referred to the conversion of men and 
their final inheritance. James' decision at the coun- J 
cil was that they do not trouble the Gentile believers \ 
about such questions as being circumcised for salva­
tion but he did r ecommend them as .new converts to 
regard more essential things written in the law for 
beginners in fai th, namely: 

"But that we write unto them, that they ab <>tain j 
from polutions of idols, and from fornication, &acl 
from things strangled, and from blood. I 

"For Moses of old time hath in every city them 
that preach him, being read in the synagogues ever 
sabbath day." Acts 15 :20, 21. 

This en ded the council and the apostles wro 
letters to the churches accordingly. So the things 
recommended by Jam es were certain por tions of the l 
law of Moses recessary for new beginners and then 
they could learn th e rest as they heard Moses read 
every Sabbath day in the synagogue. How plain the 1 truth is when no creed is to be defended. How har­
monious the whole iBble when some creed is not al­
lowed to supercede its teaching. \Ve will note the 
question of circumcision further. That to ·the J ew 
then is like many now lay stress on Baptism. Bap­
tism and every other command of God is necessary 
and will be performed by all who receive genuin e 
faith, which worketh by love, but no object lesson 
was ever given for the act alone to save men by. The 
Gallatain church was tainted also with the false 
teaching and Paul had it to m eet there also: 

OF THE LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL ( 
"Stan d fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 

Christ h ath made us free, and be not en tangled again 
with the yoke of bondage. 

"Behold, I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye be cir ­
cumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 

"For I testify again to every man that is circum -
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cised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 
"Chris t is become of no effect unto you, w hoso­

ever of you are justified by the law; ye are fa llen 
from grace. 

"For w e through the spir it wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith. 

"For in J esus Chr ist n either circumcision avail­
eth any thing, nor uncircumcision ; b ut faith which 
worketh hy love." Gal. 5 :1-6. 

It is seen here again th at justification by the law 
alone is a yoke of bondage. As before stated that 
they who try it are bound to do someth ing that is 
impossible, n am ely, to k eep the whole law. That can 
only be don e by faith and the spirit of God wri ting 
the law in the heart so that the more a man' tries in 
his own w ay to obey God the more he fails to per­
form his duty . Now, Paul says circumcision nor 'Un­
circumcision, but faith that worketh by love. Love 
is the keeping of the commandm ents of God and 
when un dertaken by faith it can be done. Paul says 
that "the righteousness of the law m ight be fu lfilled 
in us who w alk not after the flesh but after the spir­
it." Rom. 8 :4. 

" It is Christ that makes us free, so stand fast in 
h im," says Pa ul, and so we believe. Paul says to the 
Romans, "For circu mcision verily profiteth if thou 
k eep th e law, but if thou be a breaker of the law, 
thy ci~ cumcision is made uncircumcision ." Rom. 2: 
25. P aul said to the Galla tians, "For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth anyth ing, nor uncir­
cumcision, but a new creature." Gal. 5 :15. Paul 
says furth er in ver se 17, "From henceforth let no 
man tr ouble m e for I bear i.n my body the m arks 
of the Lord J esus." Paul ha d the mark of circum­
cision on his body which was the token of the ever­
lasting coven ant m a de with Abraham w hich token 
was the mark of the Lord Jesus, the one with whom 
the covenant was made. 

P aul further gives us instr uctions on circum­
cision as follows : 

"God imputeth righteousness without works. 
"Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are 

<;:> rgiven, and whose sins are cover ed. 
. "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 

mpute sin. 
"Cometh this blessedness then upon the circum­

cision only, or upon uncircumcision also? for we say 
that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteous­
ness. 

"How was it then reck oned ? wh en he was i.n cir­
cumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcis­
ion, but in uncircumcision." 

(To Be Continued) 

The Remnant Compared with 
the Children of Israel 

I am so glad the Lord has kept His light of truth 
b ur n ing clear down thr ough the ages by His noble 
patriarchs, although it h as been, and always will be, 
through great per secution. 

From other writer s we learned how the Ch ildren 
of Israel suffered bondage in Egypt and, in a simil­
ar manner, the remnant m ust suffer all through their 
journey. "Yea, and all tha t will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer p ersecution;" II Tim. 3 :12. "These 

ar e they which came out of gr eal tn ulation, an d 
have washed their robes, an d m ade Hie m white in 
the blood of the Lamb;" Rev. 7:14. 

The Lord wanted the Children of Isra l to go 
thr ough to the Promised L an d, but they enter"- d not 
because of unbelief (Heb. 4 :6), so now " the .ord 
sh all set His hand again the secon d time to recove 
the r emnant of His p eople, which shall be left, from 
Assyr ia, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and 
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and 
from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea." 

Note by the following texts how the Lord pro­
tects His r emnant p eople and how they wi1I finally 
be gathered : "And He sh all set up an ensign fo r the 
nations, and shall assem ple th e outcas ts of Israel, 
and gather together the disper sed of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth . And there sh all be an 
highway for the r emnant of h is people, which sh all 
be left, from Assyria ; like as it was to Israel in the 
day He came up out of the lan d of Egypt ;" Isa. 11: 
11-12-16. 

"Hearken unto m e, 0 house of J acob, and all the 
r emnant of the house of Isr ael, which are borne by 
me from the belly, which are carried from the 
womb;" Isa. 46 :3. 

"Therefore saith the Lor d God of Isr ael again st 
the pastors that feed my people; Ye h ave scatter ed 
my flock, and driven them away, an d have n ot vis­
ited them : behold I will visit upon you the evil of 
your doings, saith the Lord. 

"And l will gather the r emnant of m y flock out 
of all countries wh ither I h ave driven them, a n d will 
bring them again to their folds; and they sh all be 
fruitful and increase. 

"Yet a sm all number that escape the sword sh a ll 
return out of the land of Egypt into the land of J u­
dah, and all the r emnant of Judah, that are gone into 
th e land of Egypt to soj ourn there shall know whose 
words shall stan d, m ine or theirs;" Jer. 23:2-3; 44 :28. 

"Except ·the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very 
small r emnant, w e should have been as Sodom, and 
we should have been like unto Gomorrah." Isa. 1 :9. 

"Isaias also cr ieth concerning Israel. Though 
the number of the children of Israel be as the sand 
of the sea, a r emnan t shall be saved." Rom. 9 :27. 

"Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have 
some that sh all escape the sword among the nations, 
when ye shall be scattered through the coun tries." 
Ezek. 6:8. 

It is a great source of comfort, to k now that, af­
ter the captivity is over, there is a great r eward pre­
p ar ed . 

"At th at tim e will I bring you again, even in the 
tiri1e that I gather you: " "for I will make you a n ame 
an d a praise among all p eople of the earth, when 
I turn back your cap tivity before your eyes, saith the 
Lord." 

"The Lord doth b uild up J erusalem : he gath­
ereth together the outcasts of Israel." Ps. 147 :2. 

"And it shall cime to pass in that day, that th e 
gr eat trumpet shall be blown, and they shall com e 
which were ready to p erish in the land of Assyr ia, 
and th e outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall wor­
sh ip the Lord in th e holy m oun t at J erusalem." Isa. 
27:13. 

"F or I will restore h ealth unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lor d; because they 
called thee an Outcast, saying, T his is Zion , whom 
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no man seek after." Jer. 30:17. 
"Blesse ::t are ye, when men shall hate you, and 

when th if shall separate you from their company, 
and he.~!f' reproach you, and cast out your name as 
evil, "-or the Son of man's sake. 

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, be­
l1old, your reward is great in heaven : for in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the prophets .. " Luke 
-6:22-23. 

"Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at 
this word. Your brethren that hated you, that cast 
you out for my name's sake said: Let the Lord be 
glorified: but He shall appear to your joy, and they 
shall be ashamed." Isa. 6f:i :3. 

Jesus was cast out for the same reason. 
At the call to supper it is from the highways, by­

ways and hedges that the king gets the last great 
number· who sit at His table. 

The Remnant will have a character beyond re­
proach: for they will not do iniquity nor speak lies; 
neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their 
mouth. 

I want to be one of these. Don't you? 
- M. G. Heppner. 

Let Us Look at Professed 
Christianity 

By G. G. Rupert 

(Copied from Remnant of November, 1921) 

What do we behold, Nothing but a vain show 
and a money speculation. The vain show is seen in 
costly places of worship, a costly ministry, a costly 
choir and musicians. All and purely for the pur-
1ose of entertaining the public. Often at the expe.nse 
of a dance room, kitchen and parlors for entertain­
ment for the people. So the church can compete with 
the world of amusements which are their competi­
tors for the loose change. Is not such a condition 
awful, when we · compare present methods i.n the 
church, with methods of our examples in the Bible 
who "through faith wrought miracles, quenched the 
violence of fire, stopped the mouths of lions and put 
to flight the armies of the Aliens?" The contrast of 
the methods now and then is certainly disparaging, 
for there is no comparison. And there being no com­
parison of methods, there is no comparison of the 
pure religion then, and what we now call religion. 
But lhit is not all, let us look at the "Ministry" of our 
day a moment. 

The ministry back there were called of God from 
the various walks of life. Many were uneducated. 
They had .no colleges under denominational super­
vision to train them. They needed none. There was 
no treasury for them to draw from. They needed 
none. There was no conference to tell them where 
to go and how to conduct their work. They needed 
none. They went just as they were, without purse 
or scrip. They preached as the Lord who se.nt them 
opened the way. They labored with their hands 
when necessary but only to aid them to continue 
preaching. Preach they would and preach they did 
till their work was completed. And they completed 

it when they died. They fed the flock rather than to 
be fed. They preferred to be spent rather than to be 
ministered unto. While they lived of the milk of the 
f~ock they fed the flock. They cared for the lame, the 
sick, the lost sheep, and saw that they were safe in 
the fold. Their work was all do.ne knowing that the 
Lord would never leave them nor forsake them. That 
promise was to be good to the end of the world. Such 
was the ministry of the past in the days of miracles 
and power in the church. I wish to now read what 
God says of our day and present conditions of the 
church .. I give the history as written by inspiration 
concernmg our present day ministry I read first 
in Zephaniah. ' 

""YV oe .to her that is filthy and polluted, to the op­
pressmg city! 

"2 She obeyed not the voice; she received not 
correction; she trusted not in the Lord; she drew not 
near to her God. 

"3 Her princes within her are roaring lions· her 
judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones 
till the morrovv. 

"4 Her rrophets are light and treacherous per­
sons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary they 
have done violence to the law. ' 

"5 The just Lord is in the midst thereof· he will 
~ot do iniquity: every ~orning doth he b;ing his 
Judgment to light, he fa1leth not; but the unjust 
knoweth no shame. 

"6 I have cut off the nations; their towers are 
desolate; I i;na~e. their streets waste, that none pass­
eth by: their c1hes are destroyed, so their dwelling 
should not be cut off, however I punished them· 

"7 I said, Surely thou wilt fear me thou wilt re­
ceive instruction; so their dwelling sho~ld not be cut 
off, however I punished them: but they rose early ( 
and co-':'ru_Pted a,U tl~eir doings." Zeph. 3:1-7. ' 

This is Gods. view <?f. the situation in our day. 
As a result of tins condition the prophet continues 
to show the result. Namely, the destruction of the 
world. The above description gives the condition r 

both the civil and spiritual rulers of our day. It sa 
"Her prophets are light and treacherous." In br" 
the whole trouble of the last days is laid at the dee; 
of an ungodly ministry. 

"And. I said, Hear, I pray you, 0 heads of Jacob, 
and ye prmces of the house of Israel· Is it not for you 
to know judgment? ' 

"2 \\Tho hate the good, and love the evil· who 
pluck off their skin from off them and their' flesh 
from off their bones; · ' 

. "3 yVho also ~at the flesh of my people, and flay 
their skm from off them; and they break their bones 
and chop them in pieces, as for the pot and as flesh 
within the caldron. ' 

"4 Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will 
not h ear them: he will even hide his face from them 
at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in 
their doings. 

"5 Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets 
that make my people err, that bite with their teeth 
and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into thei; 
mouths, they even prepare war against him. 

"6 Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye 
shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto 
you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go 
down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark 
over them. 
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"7 Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the di­
viners confounded; yea, they shall all cover their 
lips; for ther e is no answer of God. 

"8 But truly I am full of power by the spirit of 
the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare 
unto Jacob his transgression, and to Isr ael his sin. 

"9 Hear this, I pray you, ye h eads of the house of 
Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abh or 
judgment, and p ervert all equity. 

"10 They build up Zion with blood, and Jern­
salem with iniquity. 

"11 The h eads ther eof judge for r eward, and 
the priests ther eof teach for hire, and the prophets 
thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon 
the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us ? none 
evil can come upon us." Micah 3:1-11. 

Is not this fulfilled in our day. Should we take 
away the h ir e of the present ministry, how m any 
would ther e be left ? I dar e say that a lmost every 
church building in the land would be forsaken. It 
says "they divine for m oney." The ruler s judge for 
reward. Often bribery is used. They say, "is not the 
Lord among us ?" Just see the great work we ar e do­
ing. Do.n't we raise millions for missionary efforts ? 
Don't we build ch aritable institutions? Look a t this 
man and tha t man what they h ave don ated for th is 
and that. They build up Zion with b lood and the 
Church with iniquity. How 'true that is. They ex­
tort from the people through pitiful stories the last 
dollar for missionary enterprises. They appeal to 
the tender conscience of the p eople till the flock is 
milked to the last drop (dollar) and se.nt h ome pen­
nilesss. All sor ts of schem es ar e planned . Every 
device is br ought into use to secure the largest col­
lection and pledges from the p eople. Every sermon 
preached in the large gatherings has a crack er to it 
LO app rnl to the p eople to give. 

"' Noe is m e ! for I am as when they h ave gath­
ered the summ er fruits, as the grap egleanings of the 
vin tage : ther e is no cluster to eat: my soul desired 
the fi rs t r ipe fruit. 

"2 The good m an is p erished out of th e earth : 
and ther e is no.ne upright among m en ; th ey all lie 
in wait for blood; they hunt ever y m an _h is brother 
with a net. 

"3 That they m ay do evil with both h ands earn­
estly, the prince ask eth, and the judge ask eth for a 
r eward; and the great m an, he u tereth his mis­
chievious desire so they wrap it up. 

"4 The best of them is as a br iar, the m ost up­
right is sharper than a thorn h edge : th e day of thy 
watchmen and thy visita tion com eth; now shall be 
their p erplexity." Micah 7 :1-4. 

Verse four says the Prince and the J udge "ask eth 
for a r eward. "The gr eat m an utter eth h is m isch iev­
ous word and so they wrap it up." (The money) . 

Let the r eader tur n and r ead between these scrip­
tures quoted and they will see very clearly the pro­
phet is speaking of this time in which we now live. 
The Prophet Hosea says, "Her ruler s do love, give 
ye." Hosea 4 : 18. It is well know n th ere is m uch 
more inter est tanenk in r aising m oney than is m ani­
fest in the salva tion of souls. They surely " do love 
give ye." The ministry of this age is sim ply a com­
mon class of b eggars all under the nam e of Gosp el 
missionary work. There is one point of the law of 
Moses, which they are easily converted to believe 
is still binding. 

That is the paying of tithe and offer ings. All 
will accept that but Moses was a fogy in most every­
thing else. 

Now say~ th e prophet "they ar e ever y one given 
over to covetousness from the least to the grea test." 
"Everyone dealeth falsely." He further says, "They 
h ave healed the hurt of the daughter of my p eople 
slightly." T here is no genuine conversion to God as 
the result of their labor. How often som e gr eat evan­
gelist comes to a city where all the ministry join in 
the meeting r egardless of doctrine. He is a special 
entertainer. This said evangelis t secures thousands 
of dollars for his short period of labor. The _way is 
made so easy, hundreds ar e p er su aded . The pas­
tors now come in by secur ing m ember s to their 
church , which is their r eward from the r esult of the 
m eeting. The whole a financial schem e. But the 
poor b lind people do.n't see it. Th e people are led 
to accept th e whole as a genuine effor t. 

And so they drift along as befor e only their con­
science is benumbed as to r eal Chr is tianity. They 
ar e lef t contented to drift still further into formality 
and ca ll it religion. 

W hile the Bible speaks to no limit in giving th e 
h is tory of false teachers as they will abou.nd in the 
last days, I will give one :::Jor e text found in Ezekiel. 

"4 0 Israel, thy prophets ar e like the foxes in the 
deserts. 

"5 Ye h ave not gone up into the gap s, neith er 
m a de up the hedge for the house of Isr ael to stand 
in the battle in the day of the Lord. 

"6 They h ave seen vanity and lying - ~ · on, 
saying, The Lord saith : a.nd the Lord I' 
them: and they h ave· m ade others to }-
would confir m the ' vord. 

"7 Have you n ot seen a vain vi 
you not spoken a lying divin ation, wh, 
The Lord saith it: albeit I have not spok t 

"8 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; 1..--. _ 

ye h ave spok en vanity, and sec.n lies, therefore, be­
hold, I am against you, saith the Lord God. 

"9 And min e h and shall be upon the prophets 
that see vanity, and that divine lies: they sh all not 
be in the assembly of my p eople, n either sh all they 
be written in the writing oi the house of Israel, nei­
ther shall they e.nter into the lan d of Israel; and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord God." Ezekiel 13 :4-9. 

Christ spake of Herod as that old fox because 
of his cunningness. So the p rophet here speaks of 
the teachers of the last days. They are so cunning 
and foxy. The gaps made in the Bible doctrine by 
the gr eat apostacy are to be built up befor e Chr ist 
comes. The truth in its pur ity will be taught the 
Remnant, so they will stan d in Armageddon which is 
just before us. Bu t these foxes will not receive the 
truth. Instead of receiving the truth they will daub 
the wall up which has been broken down with more 
false doctrine. The Lord h as not sent them , says the 
prophet. 

Wonderful Exan1ple of 
Organization and Obedience 

In Fir st Chronicles, Chapters thirteen and fif­
teen, is recorded a valuable lesson in strist obedience 
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and organization. Af ter Saul's death David decided 
to bring the Ark of God from Kir j athearim, so he 
sent for i t. He said they h ad not inquired of God by 
the Ar k in the days of Saul. So they prepared a n ew 
cart and p laced oxen to carry it. Uzza and Ahio 
drove the car t. David and a ll his company played on 
instr uments as they journeyed. The oxen stumbled 
and shook the ark, Uzza put his hand to it and stead­
ied it. The Lord slew h im. David became afra id and 
sent the Ark of God to Obed-edom's house. The Lord 
blessed Obed-edom grea tly while it r emained with 
him. David a.n d his company went on home. Three 
years la ter as r eported in Chapter fifteen David 
m a de the second attem pt. 

Note the prep aration s on this occasion were not 
the sam e as the first attempt. David now prepares 
a tent for the Ark, then says, "None o ugh t to carry 
the Ark but the Levites, for them hath the Lord 
chosen to carry the Ar k of God." He next calls for 
the sons of Kohath who were the sp ecial ones ap­
pointed for that purpose. He also calls the Merar­
ites and the Gershon ites in their p lace. He next 
called for Zadok and Abiatha r the Priest of the Lord. 
Now he says "Ye are the chiefs of the fathers. San­
ctify yourselves both ye and your brethren that ye 
may bring up the ark of the Lord your God of Is­
r ael unto the place, I have prepared for i t. For be­
cause ye did i t not a t the first, the Lord our God made 
a breach upon us for we sought him not after the due 
order. And the children of the Levites bar e the Ark 
of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, 
as M" "'S commanded according to the word of the 
J , 

w id and his com pany again play before 
there was no trouble. David in all h is 
sirous of doing as Moses had said in 

A . But on this occasion he was ignorant 
.nner, or car eless. Moses h ad said that 

~.:;rael should set a King over them the King 
was to tak e a copy of the book of the law an d medi­
ta te ther ein day and .night and not turn to the right 
hand nor to the left. This record shows the perfect 
obedience required by God. His perfect organiza­
tion has b een a lmost obliterated and men have de­
vised many substi tutes to take its place. But the Rem­
nant p eople will h ave tha t organization fully restor­
ed and due order observed befor e the Master com es. 

Nothing is more essential today than to r ealize 
the fact that nothing but strict obedience must be ren ­
der ed to God in ever y particular. I can say that 
David was never so precious to me as since st udying 
his char acter and life. He was a man so different 
from Saul. David in all his moves sought the Lord 
for instructions and a dvice. Saul was the opposite. 
I.n all David's life we find but few er rors. This was 
one. Another w as the case of Uriah 's wife. Th e 
third w as when satan influenced him to n um ber Is­
r ael. For these he, like Moses, who erred on e time, 
ha d to r eap w h at he sowed, as his life la ter shows. 
W hile there are none p er fect, no not one, we can say 
if w e take the whole life of m an from Adam down , 
David stands b y the side of Ad am, Abrah am , Moses 
and Christ. No m an could save m an. Christ was 
without sin, h ence the only r edeem er. H man could 
be p erfect then there w ould be no place for Christ. 
- G. G. Rupert. 
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