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‘Suffer Little Children to Come unto He ’
IT F. WRIGHT.

Lordl jnalceof me a little child—
Thii vain, proud heart subdue;

May I through Christ be reconciled,
Thine holy will to do!

I ask not of thy gracious love 
A rich endowment here—

But that thy wealth of grace may move 
This heart in childlike prayerl

"While others covet pomp and pride—
Ambition’s thorny seat,

May I In bumble faith abide 
An infant at thy feel!

Enfeebling pleasure may I atran:
Temptations bidden guile,

Do thou protect my footsteps from 
And keep my heart the while!

And make of me a little child—
Heart Learning to be free.

With Ood. the righteous reconciled 
Through Christ wbo^ied for met 

Vpeneervllle, C. W.

(From the EngliebJLiteralist.)

1 Millenarian’s Answer
or THS

HOPE T H A T  IS IN HI M.
( C o n c lu d e d .)

Am} it shall come to pass iu that day, that the Lord shall 
punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and 
(he kings of the earth upon the earth. Then the moon 
shall W confounded, and the tun ashamed, when the 
Lord!oT Hosts shall reign in Atonal Zion, and in Jeru
salem, and before his ancients gloriously^—Isaiah 
u It. 21—23.
H ating delivered unto you the testimony of 

God concerning the coming and kingdom of 
Christ, 1 would with all fervency and Christian 
affection call upon you to attend thereto,( for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it’ [Micah iv. 4]; 
and * the zeaV of the Lord of boats will perform 
it* [Isaiah ix. 6, 7.] Yee, that zeal shall be a- 
wakened by the miseries of the Jewish nation 
and their penitential prayer; [Ieaiah lxiii. 15, 
16,] by the cries of God’s  suffering elect, [Luke 
zviii. 7, 8,] and by the fervent supplication of 
those under the altar [Rev. vi. 10]; and when 
this arm of the Lord awakes aa in the days of 
olfi [Isaiah li, 9—11], great will be the over
throw of his enemies [Isaiah xxxiv. 5—8,] great 
the joy of his friends. [Isaiah ix. 3.] This great 
champion—the terrible displays of his zeal—and 
the glorious effects of it, are described in Isaiah 
lix. J6 —21. * Alas, who shall live when God 
doeth thia V Seeing then that God hath spoken 
it; eeeife*  ast he undertakes to perform it; why 
do we h^xtoBgfae.hf Is he grown false to his 
word. or' i^ij^Hetu^oi effect his purposes! 0 , 
no! ‘ Hath He shall he not do it I  hath
he spoken, and not make it goodl’
Numb, xxiii. 19. 9*WletjsfKaU tgme a Star out 
of Jacob and a Sceptre skail .rise Out o f  Israel.’ 
Moab, Edom, and the children jof Sheth, shall 
perish; but Israel shall do valiantly, and he tjiat 
shall come out of Jacob shall have, dominion. 
Numb, xxxiv. 17. “  Arise; thou ‘ lllorningStar 
of the millennial day;’ thou ‘ fairer than the 
children of men,’ take thy throne, and rule in 
righteousness; and though earth’s tribes will 
mourn because thou whose right it is to reign art 
come, yet ihy saints shall welcome thee, and na
ture shall become vocal for thy praise, as she 
feels the footsteps of her Creator, [Ps. xcvi.] and 
hears thy renovating voice saying, Behold, I make 
all things new. 0 , fel thine unworthy servant

then be found 1 with his loins girt,’ that when 
thou the glorious Bridegroom comest, he may 
‘ enter into the joy of his Lord.’ Merciful High 
Priest, let thy voice, which ere long shall awak
en into beauty ineffable the dust of thy saints, 
now arouse thy slumbering yet redeemed Church. 
Let the Bride as well as the Spirit say, Come; 
and till thy glories burst upon our view and 
change us into thy complete likeness, help us to 
live upon t h t  l a s t  l o v e  m e s s a g e , ‘Surely I 
come quickly, Amen.”

•* Come, then, and, added to thy many crowni, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth,
Thou who alone art worthy! Ir waa thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature’s birth;
And thou bait made it thine by purchase price,
And overpaid ita value with thy blood,
Come, then, and added to thy many crowni,
Receive yet one, as radiant as the rest,
Due to thy last, and most effectual work,
Thy word fulfilled, the conquest of a world.”

Cowfkr.
From Divine, I now turn to human testimony. 

Having heard what God hath said, I now pro
ceed to inquire what the church hath believed 
concerning the second coming of Christ. Not 
that human testimony can add ought to what 
God hath said, or human contradiction detract 
ought from it.

‘ If we believe not, God abideth faithful.’ But 
still there is a satisfaction in finding amidst the 
din of conflicting opinions, that the views we 
take of God’s word are the same the church in 
ifie best and purest ages have taken. But my 
principal design in bringing forward this short 
and imperfect sketch,is to endeavor to beat down 
prejudice, and stop the tongue of opposers.Many 
are deterred from studying these subjeqfc, and 
kept fast in the trammels of human opinion and 
interpretation, by the unkind, not to say harsh 
terms which are often used against the pre-mil- 
lenial advent of Christ Now, if by showing 
that the-doctrine pleaded for in this tract was re
ceived in the primitive church—that it was lived 
upon by the martyrs uf Jesus, and that some of 
the wisest, most learned, and most holy of man
kind have believed it to be a doctrine from God, 
and ‘according to godliness,’ 1 should lead any 
to think so favorably of it, as to search God’s 
word with earnest prayer to be led into all truth, 
my design will be answered.

1 doubt not but a far stronger case could 
be made out than what is about to be pro
duced, in 'proof that thia doctrine is no novel
ty, but an ancient doctrine from which the hand 
of faith hath fetched a cordial to support those 
who are now inheriting the promises. But as an 
old author observes, ‘ If my jingling should move 
better ringers to come forward, some good will 
be done thereby.’ 1 just add, that I do not un
dertake to vindicate every sentiment in the ex
tracts given, or every application of passages of 
Scripture quoted.

Those who have access to ‘ Burnett’s Theory 
of the Earth,’ may see a history of this doctrine 
from the times of the Apostles to the Council of 
Nice, vol. ii., p. 246. As it is too long to trans
cribe, I will give the substance of it. He lays 
down this conclusion: ‘ That the millennial king
dom of Christ was the general doctrine of the 
primitive church, from the times of the Apostles 
to the Nicene Cojncil.’ Papias, bishop of Hier- 
apolis, and Martyr one of John’s auditors [as 
Irenaeus testifies], taught this doctrine. He then 
says, that lrenseus writes that this doctrine was 
received by all the clergy of Asiaaa a tradition 
from God. For arguing the point, he shows

that the blessing promised to Jacob from his fa
ther Isaac was not made good to him in this life; 
and therefore he says, Without doubt those words 
had a further aim and prospect upon the times of 
the kingdom [so they used to call the millenial 
state;] when the just, rising from the dead, shall 
reign; and when nature renewed and set at liber
ty shall yield plenty and abundance o f  all things, 
being blessed with the dew of heaven, and a great 

fertility  o f the earthy according at hath been re
lated by those ecclesiastics who saw John the 
disciple oj Christy and heard o f  him what our 
Lord had taught concerning those times.

Irensus was born A. D. 120, suffered martyr
dom 202, so that he lived and flourished very 
soon after the death of John the apostle. Dr. 
Burnett then says, ‘ Justin Martyr, contempor
ary with Irenaeus, and hie senior, thus writes: 
That himself and all the orthodox Christiana of 
his time did acknowledge the resurrection of the 
flesh, and a thousand years reign in Jerusalem 
restored, or the new Jerusalem, according Ac the 
prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, and others, testily with 
common consent. Justin further says, a cer
tain man among us Christians, [Justin was writ
ing to a Jew], by name John, one of the apoBiles 
of Christ, in a revelation made to him, did pro
phesy that the faithful believers in Christ should 
live a thousand years in the new Jerusalem, and 
after that should be the general resurrection and 
day of judgment.’ Dr. Burnett then produces 
other witnesses to .show that this doctrine was 
generally received during the first and second 
centhries of the Christian era. In the third cen
tury he says you find Tertullian, Origen, Victo- 
rinus, [Bishop and Martyr] Nepos, Egyptius, 
Cyprian, and the end of it, Lactantius, all open
ly professing, or implicitly favoring, the millen* 
ary doctrine. He then comes to the Council of 
Nice, which most of my readers know was as
sembled in the reign of Constantine, about the 
year 325, and soon after the establishment of 
Christianity as the religion of the Roman em
pire, when, though many abuses had crept in, 
the chnrch was mostly clear in the fundamental 
doctrines.

They,says Dr. B., speak thus: ‘ The world 
was made meaner, or less perfect, providentially; 
for God foresaw that man would sin. Where
fore we expect new heavens nhd a new earth, 
according to the Holy Scriptures, at the appear
ance and kingdom of the great God and our Sa
vior Jesus Christ. And then, as Daniel says 
[vii. 18], ‘ the saints of the Most High shall take 
the kingdom,’ and the earth shall be pure and 
holy, the land of the ljving not of the dead. 
Which David foreseeing by the eye o f faith, 
cries out [Psalm xvii. 13], ‘ I believe to see the 
good things of the Lord in the land of the living.’ 
Our Saviour says, * Happy are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth.’ Matt. v. 5. And 
the prophet Isaiah says [xxvi. 6.] ‘ The feet of 
the meek and lowly shall tread upon it.”  Dr. 
Burnett then shows that same of the advocates of 
this doctrine mixed up their own fancies with it, 
and others after a while dropped one part of it 
concerning the renovation of nature. He then 
shows how that the church of Rome always dis
countenanced and depressed this doctrine, end 
says he never met with a Popish doctor who 
held it, and concludes the chapter with the fol
lowing remarks:— ‘ The Millenium being pro
perly a reward and triumph for those who come 
out of persecution, such aa have lived always in

pomp and prosperity can pretend to no share in 
it, or benefit by it. This has made the church 
of Rome have always an ill eye upon this doc
trine, because it seemed to have an ill eye upon 
her. And as she grew in splendor and great
ness, she eclipsed and obscured it more and 
more, so that it would have been lost out of the 
world as an absolute error, if it had not been re
vived by some of the reformation.’

In order to show what the sentiments of the 
reformers were on this subject, 1 quote the fol
lowing from the Christian Herald, for February, 
1830:

‘‘The following is an extract from the Cate* 
chistn of the Church of England, drawn up in 
the reign of Edtgard VI., in the year 1553;— 
treating on prayer, it is said—

‘‘ ‘Then followeth the first part of the Lord’s 
Prayer, wherein we require that not only we, 
but also all other whatsoever, may in holiness, 
honor, reverence, and worship, his name.’ ”

“ ‘In the second part, we require that his king
dom come, for we see not yet all things in sob* 
jection to Christ—we see not the stone hewed 
off from the mountain without the work of man, 
which also bruised and brought to naught the 
image which Daniel described), chap, ii., that 
the only Rock, Christ, may obtain and posaels 
the dominion of the whole world, granted him of 
his Father. Antichrist is not yet slain: for this 
cause do we long for and pray that it may yet 
come to pass, and he fulfilled; that Christ may 
reign with his saints according to God’s promises, 
that he may live and be Lord in the world, ac
cording to the decrees of the holy Gospel, not 
after the traditions and laws of men, nor pleasure 
of worldly tyrants.’”

After the well-instructed scholar has thus 
rightly spoken, the Catechism puts the following 
pious prayer into the mouth of the Master:

‘‘God grant that his kingdom may come, and 
that speedily.”

What the framers of this Catechism under
stood by ‘his kingdom,’ is thus clearly set forth 
in a preceding part.

“The end of the world Holy Scripture calleth 
the fulfilling and performance of the kingdom 
and mystery of Christ, and the renewing of all 
things; for, saith the Apostle Peter, [2 EpisL 
iii.,] ‘We, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens end a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.’ And it seemeth reneon that cor- . 
ruption, unsteadfast change, and sin, whereunto 
the whole world is subject, should at length have 
an end, according to the witness of the Apostle; 
‘The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall 
he burned up;’ as though he had said—As gold 
is wont to be fined, so shall the whole world be 
purified with fire, aDd be brought to its full per
fection. The lesser worldy which is man, fol
lowing the same, shall likewise be delivered 
from corruption and change; and so, for man, 
this greater world, which for his sake waa first 
created, shall at length be renewed, and be clad 
with another hue, much more pleasant and 
beautiful.”

I will next bring forward an extract from the 
Baptists’ Confession of Faith, presented by them 
to Charles II., March, 1660; for which [say . 
they] we are not only resolved to suffer persecu
tion to the loss of our goods, but also life itself, 
rather than decline from the same. I extract it
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verbatim from Crosby’s History of the Baptists, 
vol. ii. Appendix, p. 85.

“Article 22.— We believe that the same Lord 
Jesus who showed himself alive after his passion, 
by many infallible proofs [Acts i. 3], which was 
taken up from his disciples and carried up into 
heaven [Luke xxiv. 51], shall so come in like 
manner as he was 6een go into heaven [Acts i.
9, 10, 11]: ‘And when Christ who is our life 
shall appear, we also shall appear with him in 
glory’ [Col. iii. 4]. For then shall he be ‘King 
of kings, and Lord of lords’ [Rev. xix. 16].— 
'For the kingdom is his, and he is the Governor 
among the nations’ [Ps. xxii. 28], and 'King 
over all the earth’ [Zech. xiv. 9], ‘and we shall 
reign with him on the earth’ [Rev. v. 10.] The 
kingdoms of this world [which men so mightily 
strive after here to enjoy] shall become the king
doms of our Lord and his Christ [Rev. xi. 15]. 
‘For all is yours’ [ye that overcome this world], 
for ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s [1 Cor. 
iii. 22, 23]. ‘For unto the saints shall be given 
the kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom, 
under [mark that] the whole heaven’ [Dan. vii. 
27.] Though [alas!] now many men be scarce 
content that the saints should have so much as a 
being among them; but when Christ shall ap
pear, then shall be their day, thpn shall be given 
unto them power over the nations, to rule them 
with a rod of iron [Rev. ii. 26,27], Then shall 
they receive a crown of life, which no man shall 
take from them, nor they by liny means turned 
or overturned from it, for the oppressor shall be 
broken in pieces [Ps. Ixxii. 4], and their vain re
joicings turned into mourning and bitter lamen
tations, as it is written Job xx. 5-7 .”

This confession is 'subscribed by certain 
elders, deacons, and brethren, met in London, in 
behalf of themsleves and many others unto whom 
they belong in London, and in several counties 
of this nation, who are of the same faith with us.’ 
Then follow thirty-one names, after which is 
jvritten, ‘Owned and approved by more than 

‘ twenty thousand.’ Hence it appears that the 
dissenters had once the honor of contending for 
the personal reign of Christ on earth, and of 
8tffferina for professing of the same. Thus we 

^seft,whn the thoughts of the church were at 
three important periods in her history, concern
ing the coming and kingdom of Christ; viz., at 
the Council of Nice, a . d . 325, before Chris
tianity was totally corrupted by Popery; at the 
Reformation, 1553, when the Bible was brought 
to light again; and at the brightest period in the 
history of the dissenters, when so many divines 
and noble-minded men were found who suffered 
much for conscience’ sake. One thing I beg 
nay readers to notice is, that when the church 
'committed fornication with the kings of the 
earth,’ she dropped the doctrine of the Millen
ium. When the church of England had turned 
the two thousand heralds of the cross out of her 
community, she soon learned to persecute those 
who professed this doctriue—and now the dis
senters have grown great, respectable, rich, and 
increased in goods, they are the chief opposers 
of those who dare to assert that Christ’s coming is 
before his kingdom, and that his saints will reign 
with him on earth.

Gibbon the historian, who can not be suspect
ed as having any partiality for the doctrine, thus 
writes concerning it in his Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire:

•The ancient and popular doctrine of the 
Millenium was intimately connected with the 
second coming of Christ. As the works of the 
creation had been finished in six days, their du
ration in their present state, according to a tra
dition which was attributed to the prophet Elijah, 
was fixed to six thousand years. By the same 
analogy it was inferred that this long period of 
labor and contention, which was now almost 
elapsed, would be succeeded by a joyful Sabbath 
of a thousand years: and that Christ, with the 
triumphant band of the saints and elect who had 
escaped death, or who had been miraculously re
vived, would reign upon earth till the time ap
pointed for the last.and general resurrection.— 
So pleasing was' this hope to the minds of be
lievers, that the New Jerusalem, the seat of this

blissful kingdom, was quickly adorned with all 
the gayest colors of the imagination. A felicity 
consisting only of pure and spiritual pleasure 
would have appeared too refined for its inhabi
tants, who were still supposed to possess their 
human nature and senses. A garden of Eden 
with the amusements of the pastoral life, was no 
longer suited to the advanced state of society 
which prevailed under the Roman empire. A 
city was therefore erected of gold and precious 
stones, and a supernatural plenty of corn and 
wine was bestowed upon the adjacent territory; 
in the free enjoyment of whose spontaneous pro
ductions the happy and benevolent people was 
never to be restrained by any jealous laws of ex
clusive property.’

The reader will soon perceive that the learn
ed infidel is deriding God’s word; particularly 
Rev. xxi. 2, 21. He then goes on—

‘The assurance of such a Millenium wascare- 
fully inculcated by a succession of fathers from 
Justin Martyr and Irenseus, who conversed with 
the immediate disciples of the Apostles, down to 
Lactantius, who was preceptor to the son of 
Constantine. Though it might not have been 
universally received, it appears to have been the 
reigning sentiment of the orthodox believers; 
and it seems so well adapted to the desires and 
apprehensions of mankind, that it musthavecon- 
tributed in a very considerable degree to the 
progress of the Christian faith. But when the 
edifice of the church was almost completed, the 
temporary support was laid aside. The doctrine 
of Christ’s reign upon earth was at first treated 
as a profound allegory, was considered by de
grees as a doubtful and useless opinion, and was 
at length rejected as the absurd invention of 
heresy and fanaticism. A mysterious prophecy, 
which still forms part of the sacred canon (viz., 
the Apocalypse), but which was thought to favor 
the exploded sentiment, has very narrowly 
escaped the proscription of the church.’

This paragraph is a most important and inter
esting one, as it relates to the doctrine in ques. 
tion. It shows the antiquity of it,—how exten
sively it was believed—and when it first grew 
out of fashion, even when Popery began to gpw  
towards its height. We may see that such was 
the hatred of professors in those days to thfe doc
trine, that they would rather dispense with part 
of God’s revelation than believe it. It appears 
that the whole book of Revelation was a mill
stone around the neck of the anti-roillenarian 
system in those days, and that the advocates 
thereof were honest enough to own it. The 
antiquity of this doctrine is confirmed by 
Mosheim in his Ecclesiastical history. He says, 
'Long before this period (he is writing of the 
third century) an opinion had prevailed, that 
Christ was to come and reign a thousand years 
among men before the entire and final dissolu
tion of the world. This opinion, which had 
hitherto met with no opposition, was differently 
interpreted by different persons: nor did all 
promise themselves the same kind of enjoyments 
in that future and glorious kingdom.’ Mosheim 
is evidently opposed to the doctrine. Gibbon 
says of him concerning i t , ‘This learned divine 
is not altogether candid on this occasion;’ and I 
find that he mentions the doctrine of Christ’s 
personal reign among the heresies of Cerinthus 
in the first century, and yet he says in the 
quotation just made from him, that this doctrine 
of Christ’s personal reign had met with no op
position till the third century: then why does 
he place it among the heresies of Cerinthus?— 
seeing, according to bis own confession, no 
one had accused it of being a heresy, until the 
time of Origen and N^epos.

The writings of the fathers of the church af
ford abundant proof of their sentiments concern
ing this doctrine. I have extracts lying before 
me from the writings of Barnabas (fcupposed to 
be the companion of Paul,) Hermas (Eusebius, 
A. D. 330, testifies he was the person mentioned 
Rom. xvi. 14,) Justin Martyr, Papias, and 
Irenmus, which show that they were staunch 
Millenariacs. The grand chasm in the history 
seems to be those centuries of Rome’s supremacy, 
when almost every truth was hidden. Indeed,

some of the parasites of Constantine, like Ahab’s 
Zedekiah, did not scruple to say, the 21st and 
22d chapters of Revelation were fulfilled in his 
time. Thus did Satan mimic the kingdom God 
had promised, and, as one has well observed, 
constitute the Pope his Melchisedec, his king 
priest, to rule over the nations. At the Refor
mation, as Dr. Burnett has already observed, 
the doctrine of the kingdom was revived, but it 
did not then receive that notice it deserved—and 
this neglect is mainly to be traced to two causes: 

First, the reformation itself was partial; the 
professing church still had a human (and more 
than one to its sorrow an inhuman) head,—a 
worldly prop by being attached to the state,— 
and forms and ceremonies the Bible knew no
thing about. The consequence was, that the 
bishops and ministers were mostly carnal men, 
and so found little pleasure in looking forward 
for a glory so different from what they were set
ting up.

The second cause was, their zealous attach
ment to some truths led them to neglect others; 
like wise master-builders, they laid the founda
tion of justification alone by Christ, but they 
were not so zealous to build thereupon the doc
trines of the lowliness of the church in this 
world (Luke xxii. 27; Matt, xxiii. 8-12,) and 
the dignity of the church in the world to come 
(Matt. xix. 28, 29.) They fought against the 
Popish doctrine of merit, and were ready to en
dure death for free-grace truths; but most of 
them were quite as ready to persecute any who 
fought against the grandeur and outward show 
of the church (as Bishop Hooper’s treatment 
manifests.) The consequence was, a few doc
trines were enshrined in creeds and confessions, 
and truth was put in the strait-waistcoat of sys
tem. The holy men to whom under God we 
owe the reformation, deserve indeed our warm
est thanks; they did wpnders: the thing we have 
to lament is, that instead of our going forward 
since their time, things have retrograded. But 
still we have some testimonies to the doctrine in 
question, one or two of which I will cite.

Tyndale, the translator, in a note on Matt. vi. 
10, ‘Thy kingdom come,* thus speaks, ‘that is 
the time when thy Son shall surrender his king
dom unto thee, as it is 1 Cor. xv. 24. This 
kingdom is also mentioned Rom. viii. 21, 22, 
where it is declared that all creatures desire that 
day as the the time of their rest and perpetual 
Sabbath.’ Bradford, the martyr, thus writes: 
‘This renovation of all things the prophets seem 
to promise, when they promise new heavens and 
new earth, For a new earth seems to require no 
less a renovation of earthly things than new 
heavens do of heavenly things. Both these 
things the Apostle plainly affirms that Christ 
will restore, even whatsoever are in heaven and 
in earth.’ He then makes a quotation from 
Augustine, which thus ends—'that the world 
changing into the better may openly be made 
fit for man, when returned in the flesh into the 
better state.’ Both of them, it appears, were be
lievers in the saints’ reign on earth after the res
urrection and the conflagration. I could easily 
add a long list of extracts from the writings of 
learned and gracious men who, with some shades 
of difference, have maintained this doctrine. I 
will bring forward a few, and begin with the 
learned Mede. He says to the reader—

‘Do thou weigh the matter in the fear of God, 
setting apart all prejudice; and out of the judg
ment of charity, pardon me if anywhere I shall 
err. So, therefore, take it— That the 7th trum
pet, with the whole space of the thousand years, 
and other prophecies thereto appertaining, do sig
nify that great day of judgment, much spoken of 
by the ancient church of the Jews, and by Christ 
and bis Apostles; not some short space of hours 
(as jt is commonly believed,) but (after the man
ner of the Hebrews, taking a day for a time) a 
continued space of many years, and circum
scribed within two resurrections as it were the 
bounds: a day, I say, first to begin at the par
ticular and (as it were) morning judgment of 
antichrist, and the rest of the living enemies of 
the church, by the glorious appearing of our

Lord in flaming fire: and then at length to do* 
termine (after the reign of the thousand years 
granted to New Jerusalem, his most holy spouse, 
upon the earth; and afler the 'uttei destruction 
of new enemies yet to arise, the great day wax
ing toward evening, and Satan being again 
loosed) at the universal resurrection, and judg
ment of all the dead.’ He then quotes Rev. xi. 
18; 2 Pet. iii.; 2 Tim. iv. 1; 1 Cor. xv. 24-28; 
Dan. vii. 13, 14; as being then fulfilled.— Com
ment on the Revelation, Part I I ,  p. 122,

' t hese views were not considered fanatical and 
foolish in Mr. Mede’s day, as they are esteemed 
in ours. Men whose praise is in all the churches, 
corresponded with him on these points, and ex
pressed themselvds thankful for the information 
communicated through his instrumentality re
specting the coming and kingdom of Christ.— 
Among those may be reckoned Doctor Twisse, 
prolocutor of the assembly of divines, and Bishop 
Usher. The former wrote fifteen letters to Mr. 
Mede, which are preserved in his works; most 
of these were inquiries concerning prophecy.— 
The latter thus writes to Mr. Mede concerning 
his comment on the Apocalypse: ‘I cannot suf
ficiently commend it:’ and both of them sit at Mr. 
Mede’s feet to learn prophetic truth. I find also, 
from sermons preached before the House of 
Lords in the time of the commonwealth, that 
several of the ministers who were present at 
the assembly of divines were witnesses for the 
pre-milleoial advent of Christ.

I have already shown what were the senti
ments of that profound theologian, Dr. Thomas 
Goodwin, on this subject; and if the reader will 
turn to ‘Chamock on the Attributes,’ he will find 
that eminent man to a favorer of some things 
I have been contending for. See vol. i. pp. 204 
—207 and Discourse vi. on the Immutability of 
God: at the beginning. The celebrated Joseph 
Hussey, of Cambridge, is the most staunch Mille- 
narian I ever met with, and has some most strik
ing thoughts upon it: the following is a speci
men:—‘The glory of this text, viz Rev. xxii. 
16,17, is a thing evidently to be fulfilled in the 
glorious kingdom of Christ on earth immediately 
after the first resurreotion, in the resurrection of 
the Lajnb’s wife at her making ready in her glori. 
fied body, even as the 21st & 22d of Rev. speak; 
and not of the succeeding eternal state of saints 
in heaven (which almost every interpreter car
ries it over unto without any show of consisten
cy). That other glory is to follow, after all the 
other states are ended; and in the New Jerusa
lem state the saints shall have an account of the 
third heaven’s eternal glory, by eating of the 
fruit of the tree of life.’ Hussey’s Glories of 
Christ, p. 664. On Acts iii. 19 he remarks, 
“This doctrine(of Christ’s reign on earth) stands 
with the witness of all the holy prophets, and it 
is lodged upon record that ‘the times of refresh
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord.’ 
However, the times of refreshing do precede 
eternity: a time to the glory church, and a time 
to the gracious churches, measured out propor- 
tionably to what both their states will be, in that 
reign of Christ through this happy Millenium. 
That the glory part of this will be in the Iqnd of 
Judea, is most consistent with the whole doctrine 
of the sufferings of Christ. ‘He endured the 
cross, and despised the shame’ in the land of 
promise: no doubt but it was part of the joy *of 
the joy that was set before him,’ that ‘that moun
tain of myrrh and hill of frankincense’ on which 
he wrought rq<tem|Hiob should be at last the glo
rious holy mountain when the Lord himself shall 
stand on that day upon the Mount of Olives; and 
sô  Judea will be absolutely made ‘the glory of all 
lands;’and in a higher sense than when Joshua 
gave the Israelites a rest in it from the Canaan- 
ites, be the rest or Sabbatism, or keeping of the 
glory Sabbath for a 1000 years, which ‘ remain- 
eth to the people of God;’ of which the first day 
of the week, now under the Gospel, is the earnest 
penny; and so still in a higher sense than ever 
be 'a land flowing with milk and honey;* when 
all gracious ones shall rejoice for joy with the 
glorious Church; shall milk out and be delighted 
with the abundance of her glory.”
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I will next quote from Sir Isaac Newton on 
the Prophecies. Most persons know he has 
written on them, but few perhaps know that he 
advocated a pre-millenial advent. The author 
is determining the time when the Apocalypse 
was written. He says, ‘It seems to be alluded to 
in the Epistles of Peter and of Paul to the He
brews, and consequently must have been written 
before them. Such allusions to it in the He
brews 1 take to be the discourses concerning the 
High Priest in the heavenly tabernacle, who is 
both King arid Priest, as was Melchisedeq (v. 
7,) and those concerning the word of God with 
the sharp two-edged sword (iv. 0— 1*2); the mil- 
lenian rest (iv.) the heavenly city, which hath 
foundations (xi. 10—16). The cloud of witnes
ses, general assembly, spirits of just men made 
perfect (viz. by the resurrection, Heb. xii. 1, 
22—26), and the shaking of heavens and earth, 
and removing of them; that the new heavens, 
earth, and kingdom may remain (Heb. xii. 28.)

After speaking largely on the two epistles of 
Peter in the same way, he concludes with rela
tion to 2 Pet. ii and iii.: ‘Thus does the author 
of this Epistle spend chap. ii. in describing the 
qualities of the Apocalyptic beasts and false pro
phets; then in the third he goes on to describe 
their destruction more fully, and (he future king
dom.'

One more quotation shall suffice. Speaking 
of the design of prophecy, he observes, ‘For as 
the few and obscure prophecies concerning 
Christ’s first coming were for setting up the 
Christian religion, which all nations have since 
corrupted; so the many and clear prophecies 
concerning the things to be done at his second 
coming, are not only for predicting, but also for 
effecting, a recovery and establishment of the 
long-lost truth, and setting up a kingdom where
in dwelleth righteousness.'

Mr. Thorp, in the preface to his valuable work 
on the Destinies of the British Empire, has the 
following quotation from this great man: — 
‘About the time of the end, in all probability, a 
body of men will be raised up who will turn 
their attention to the prophecies, and insist upon 
their literal interpretation, in the midst of much 
clamor and opposition.’ ‘How exactly,’ says Mr. 
T ., ‘has this observation of that sagacious man 
been verified!’ I just observe further, that Mr. 
Thorp is a zealous and able advocate for Christ’s 
pre-millenial coming; and he says in his pre- 
face, ‘The sentiments stated in these lectures, 
concerning the prophecies in general, the pres
ent state of the empire, and the gloomy aspect of 
things tit this crisis were entertained by the late 
illustrious Rev. Robert Hall, whose recent death 
has so justly occasioned such deep and universal 
lamentation. They formed part of the subject 
of the last evening’s conversation which the au
thor enjoyed with that extraordinary man only a 
few days brfire his decase, and upon each point 
the most perfect unanimity of opinion prevailed.’ 
P. 16.

To these quotations I might add many more 
from the writings of Bis'.ops Newton, Horsley, 
and Horn; also from Gill, Toplady, Reach, 
Bride, Fletcher, and many others. I might 
mention poets whose lyre has been honored by 
(his lofty theme. Milton (see book 12, line 553) 
looked not for a millenium before Christ’s com
ing. Cowper [the poet of the Millenium as he 
hath been called] seems to have very correct 
views of the subject, and pours forth his concep
tions in such melodious numbers as seem to give 
new wings to hope. [See the Task, Book 6 ] 
The excellent Heber sang sweetly of the glori
ous Millenium; and our| constant friend, the 
revered Watts, sometimes warm our hearts as 
when he tells us

• Jov to the world, the Savior reigns,
L--t men their songs employ;
While bills and dales, rocks. Gelds and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy.’

But I think 1 have redeemed my pledge, 
which was to show that this doctrine was received 
by the primitive church, and has been espoused 
by some of the wisest and best oF, mankind. I 
have mentioned no authorities now living; but 
blessed be God, he has raised up many to give 
the alarm, and to cry, Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh. But after all, to the law and to the tes
timony. ‘God hath spoken to us in these last 
days by his Son;’ and one leading topic of the 
testimony of that faithful witness is, that he will 
come again to set up a kingdom, to avenge his 
church, and reign with his saints. Scoffers may 
say, ‘Where is the promise of his coming!’— 
False stewards may say, ‘My Lord delayethj’the 
mistaken friends of Jesu9 may wish his visit to 
our earth deferred awhile longer; the wise vir
gins may slumber, but none of these can drive 
back his hastening chariot. ‘ He comes—and 
with righteosness shall he judge the world, and 
the people with his truth.’

Communications.
Original.

Christian Immersion.
BT L. H. CHASE.

1 w is h  to lay before the minds of the brethren 
the great importance attached to Christian im
mersion, as presented in the Evangelists,tho Acts, 
and the Epistles.

1. In the Evangelists, it is called the forgiveness 
of sins. Matthew and Mark introduce the Mes
siah in his own person in giving the commis
sion. Luke does not. Matthew presents Jesus, 
saying, ‘Go, convert the nations, immersing 
them into the name of the Father, the Son, and 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
which 1 have commanded you.’ This, of course, 
in order to salvation. Mark presents him, say
ing, ‘Go into all the world, proclaim the glad 
tidings to the whole creation; and he who be
lieves, and is immersed, shall be saved: but he 
who believes not, shall be condemned.’ Luke^ 
however, does not introduce the Lord in his own' 
person in giving the charge, but records it, in 
his own conception of it, in the following words: 
That ‘reformation and forgiveness of sins should 
be announced in his name to all nations, begin
ning at Jerusalem,’ No person, I presume, will 
question but that Luke thus records the commis
sion; and, if so, then it is indisputable, that as 
Luke neither mentions faith nor immersion, he 
substitutes for them the received import of both, 
when and where he wrote. Metonymically 
he places repentance, or rather reformation, for 
faith; and remission of sins, for immersion. In 
Luke’s acceptation and time, forgiveness of sins 
stood foi immersion, and reformation for faith— 
the effect for the means, or cause. The only 
reference to the commission found in John, oc
curs xx. 21: ‘As the Father has sent me, so send 
I you: whose sins soeveV you remit,'‘are remit
ted to them; and whose sins soever you retain, 
are retained.’ Here is neither fai'h, repentance, 
nor baptism; but the object, remission of sins, is 
literally proposed. In the commission, salva
tion is attached by the Lord Jesus to faith and 
immersion into his name. He that believes and 
is immersed, shall be saved. Thus immersion is 
taught in the testimonies of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John.

2. In the Acts o f the Apostles, Sermon 1, 
Peter says, ‘Reform and be immersed, every one 
of you, in the name of the Lord Jesus, for the 
remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.’ Sermon 2, he says, ‘Re. 
form and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out; that seasons of refreshment from the 
presence of the Lord may come, and that he may 
send Jesus,’ &c. In the same discourse he says, 
‘God having raised up his Son Jesus, has sent 
him to bless you, every one of you, turning from 
his iniquities.’ In his third sermon, recorded 
Acts x. he says,—'T o  him, all the prophets bear 
witness, that every one that believes in him shall 
receive remission of sins by his name.’ Paul 
at Antioch, in Pisidia, declares, that through 
Jesus was proclaimed the remission of sins; and 
by him all that believe are justified from all 
things. Ananias commanded Paul to arise and 
be immersed, and to wash away his sins, calling 
upon the name of the Lord. Thus it is spoken of 
in the Acts of the apostles.

3. in the epistles, the Romans are said to have 
been immersed into Christ Jesus—into his death; 
to have been buried with him, and consequently 
to have risen with him, and to walk in a new 
life. The Corinthians are said to have been 
washed, justified, and sanctified by the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
The Galatians ‘were immersed into Christ, and 
had put him on.’ The Ephesians were married 
to Christ, by Immersion, as brides were wont to 
be washed in order to their nuptials. The as- 
semby of the disciples, called the congregation of 
the Lord, making the bride of Christ, were said 
to be cleansed by the bath of water and the word. 
The Colossiana were buried with Christ, raised 
with him, and are said to have been forgiven

all tresspasses. When they were raised with 
h'm, where their resurrection with Jesus, and 
their having all sins forgiven are connected.— 
Col. ii. H ,  13, 14, All the saints are said to be 
saved by immersion, or, ‘the washing of regen
eration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.’— 
Titus iii. 5. The believing Jews had their hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and their 
bodies washed with clean water, or water which 
made clean. Peter taught all the saints in Pon- 
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, that 
the water of baptism saved them, as the water of 
the deluge saved Noah in the ark; and that in 
immersion a person was purged from all his 
former sins. And John the Apostle represents 
the saved as having washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, and all 
the baptized aa ‘having their sin3 forgiven.’— 
Such are the evidences found in the Epistles.

How numerous! how clet#! and how unequiv
ocal! Are we not then warranted to say, Ex
cept a man be regenerated of water, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God! 
And that all who believing, are immersed for the 
remission of their sins, have the remission of 
their sins in and through immersion.

L. H. C h a s e .
Adrian, Mich.

Original.

Who Cause Divisions!
In a letter recently received from Bro. J. 

McGhee, of Ladoga, Montgomery co., lnd., he 
says: ‘We have had a long heat of contention 
for our faith, with the Reform brethren since 
you left us. They suspect you and Bro. Hor- 
paday of making disturbance.’ Now 1 may have 
been indirectly the cause of disturbance in that 
congregation, but I plead not guilty to the. charge 
6f designing or wishing to make disturbance.— 
'It must needs be that offences come, but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh.’

Having been solicited by some brethren of the 
congregation worshiping there, 1 visited Ladoga 
in October last, and preached three discourses, 
mainly upon the theme of immortality through 
Jesus Christ alone, Again, on my return from 
Jeffersonville in the spring, through the arrange
ment of Bro. Morrison, an acting elder of the 
congregation, I preached three discourses 
more, endeavoring to present the truths of the 
glorious gospel with as much plainness of speech, 
meekDessuf manner, and simplicitly of language 
as I am capable o f ; neither in public nor in 
private, intentionally encouraging strife or dis
sensions. But a division has occurred. Let 
the candid judge whose fault it is. I will give 
the history mainly in Bro. McGhee’s words, 
abroviating somewhat

Bro. McGhee says: "Bro. Hornaday preached 
here after you left, and the good brother ex
posed many of their inconsistencies, and they 
(the church) became very indignant against us. 
Soon after Bro. Morrison (spoken of above) de
livered a discourse on our hope. Bro. Barnes 
undertook a reply, but the members left the 
house in disorder, not attending to their duties 
in the house of the Lord. Several days after this,
one of the church,------made himself pope; got
the members together and without a single 
charge, voted Bro. Morrison out of his eldership:
after which the same,------preferred charges
against a few of us founded upon Rom. xvi. 17, 
18; 1 Tim. vi. 3, 5, and 2 Tim. iii. 5, 6, charg
ing us of'causing divisions and offences contrary 
to the doctrines they had received.’ We were 
asked if we would submit the investigation of 
the charges to a committee from six neighboring 
ch'irches! to which we assented. At the time 
appointed the committee met; but instead of 
investigating the charges, they undertook to 
waive the matter by compromise. B ro .—— , 
one of the accused, yielded to their compromise. 
Bro. Morrison appealed to them time and again 
for a trial of what we were accused of, which 
was at length promised; a Bro. Johnson promis
ing that we should be tried by the Bible. But 
when we came together next morning, when we 
expected at laat a trial, inateaf of fulfilling their

promise, the committee decided that they had 
done all they could do. The Moderator ad
dressed them and they broke up. While they 
were leaving the house Bro. Morrison com
menced a defence [which they appeared unwil
ling to hear,] in which he in a manly and chris- 
tian-like manner, showed how all these things 
originated. He was listened to by a good au
dience of the world’s people and some others.— 
The church met next day according to arrange* 
ment, and taking the same stand of the com
mittee proceeded to cut us off, together with all 
who were with us in our schism, as they called it. 
Thus we were cut off and qojnpelled to be sep
arated from them. *"

“A few of us met on Lord’s day, June 20th, 
and organized on ‘the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chie. 
cornerstone.’ We take the Bible as the rule of 
our faith and action, and regard it as containing 
no non essentials from Genesis to Revelation.— 
We take the whole counsel of God, our Father, 
as our wisdom and our all. Our number 
is twelve.”

Now 1 ask, who is to blame for this division! 
These brethren it appears had simply taken the 
liberty to investigate for themselves a doctrine 
that was unpopular with the body with which 
they were associated, and had become believers 
of some points of these unpopular truths. This 
was no more than the church always encouraged 
by precept. This body with which these breth
ren had been associated professes the greatest 
liberality—the Bible their only rule of faith and 
practice—holding themselves bound to believe 
what it teaches, and to do what it requires— yet 
claiming lordship over no man’s conscience, es
pecially in matters of faith—ready to receive 
into membership any repenting individual who 
believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.— 
With such professions who would have looked 
for them to have cut off some of their brethren 
for cherishing ‘odious doctrine!’ Acting up to 
such professions, divisions would be much less 
frequent. But let a church take the ground that 
we have all the important truths and refuse any 
of its members the privilege of learning and 
talking of any beyond their circle of essentials, 
and there must necessarily be divisions. They 
may venr gravely charge the brethren hold
ing the unpopular truth with causing divisions, 
&c„ and try or not try to sustain their charges, 
1 believe they will find the charges to revert 
back on their own pates.

May God help us to understand the right prin
ciples of Christian fellowship and Christian disci
pline, that we may never be found guilty of 
‘causing divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine’ received of the apostles.

E. M i l l i e , Jr.
Middlebury, lnd., July, 1852.

Camp Meeting at Oswego, lnd.
Bao. M a r s h :—I notice in the Harbinger an 

appointment for a Camp Meeting at Oswego, 
lnd., to commence September 24th. I wish to 
say to :he brethren through the State, that this 
meeting is designed to meet the arrangement 
made at the Jeffersonville Conference in the 
spring, for a general conference at this end of 
the Sipte in autumn. We hope as many of the 
saints from the southern and central parts of the 
State will be present as can. We trust there 
will be an extensive gathering of those interest
ed in the cause, from all parts of the State; and 
also from Michigan and Ohio.

Come, brethren and sisters, to our Conference 
and Camp meeting, and let dl do what we can 
for the spread of the gospel.

E. M i l l e r , Jr.
Middlebury, lnd. July 22. 1852.

A Discussion.
Dr. N. Field, of Jeffersonville, lnd., and Eld. 

T. P. Connelly, of Indianapolis, will discuss the 
following proposition in the vicinity of the latter 
place, commencing on the 27th day of August, 
viz.:

‘ When man dies, his spirit remains in a con
scious state, separate fron the body.’

Elder Connelly is a teacher of a High School, 
in Indianapolis—is a preacher of the Reforma
tion as taught by Mr. Campbell, and is said to be 
a gentleman of learning and talents. He affirms 
—Dr. Field denies. This will be an important 
debate, and will necessarily involve the whole 
question of natural immortality.

Ae ever, yours in Christ,
N . F ie l d .

Jeffersonville, lnd., July 30, 1852.
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* SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE.’— PAUL.

ROCHESTER, SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 1862.

THE REIGN OF CHRIST.
NUMBBR OWE.

W e purpose publishing a series of articles on this 
very important subject, and at the commencement 
of which, we wish to have a little friendly conver
sation with our readers. The Scriptures clearly 
and abundantly predict a future and glorious reign 
of Christ. To this, we all readily and joyfully give 
our hearty assent. We are also united in the faith 
that this reign will he on the earth. But whether 
it will commence before or after the earth is dis
solved by fire, and made entirely new, is a matter 
of di«pute between some of us. We are also not 
fully agreed relative to the character of that reign. 
Some hold that it wil be an unmixed age, or that 
none but wholly immortal beings will exist theB, 
while others think that men in the flesh, or mortal 
beings will also exist: hence it will be a mixed age.

Now it would be very unkind in cither party to 
judge the other of being insincere or selfish in their 
belief, for each doubtless are honest in their faith, 
But that a fundamental mistake lies betweeh us, 
must be apparent to all. To discover the real char
acter of this mistake and correct it, should be the 
desire of every one: we trust all possess this dis
position. Then how shall the desirable work be 
accomplished? By a direct appeal to the Bible— 
should be the reu|̂ dy response of all. But how shall 
we read that book, in order to obtain the true light 
we so mueb need to guide us at this time? We 
will give a brief answer to this important inquiry:

1. We should not search the Scriptures with 
prejudice, for it blinds the mind against seeing any 
evidence against our favorite theory, or in favor of 
the one we dislike. '̂ We should lay aside all human 
theories and go to the Bible, desiring to know the 
TOOTH. This, no understanding person will dispute; 
for aH know that the rule is good.

2. We should not forget to observe a proper dis
tinction between the figurative and the literal por
tions of the Bible; for both abound, interspersed 
with each other, all through the Bible. The literal 
is always the subject under consideration, while 
the figurative represents and illustrates that subject. 
For instance—‘God is a sun and shield.’ God is 
the subject, and is literally to be. understood, while 
sun and shield are figures, and represent certain 
traits in the benevolent character of God. Christ 
is called a lion, lamb, rock, be. Christ is the sub
ject, while the other terms are figures which illus
trate certain traits in his wonderful character. 
Christians are called 6heep, lambs, be. It is easy 
to determine in this case what is literal and what 
is figurative. Kingdoms or oppressive dynasties, 
are called beasts, horns, dragons, be. The first 
are literally to be understood, while the latter rep
resent and illustrate the characters of those king
doms. Jerusalem is called a woman, be . The 
first is the real subject, while the other represents 
or Illustrates the character of that city. These 
examples might be extended to a very great length, 
but this must suffice now, with the remark that all 
proper names of persons, places and things, when 
they are the subjects of discourse, should be taken 
in their most literal acceptation, while all terms 
which do not literally express the real nature or 
character of the subject under consideration, are 
figuratively used, and should be so explained. Great 
darkness enshrouds the minds of many honest, and 
otherwise enlightened chrielianB, on this subject; 
hence we earnestly rotreat all to spare no reason
able pains in endeavoring to enlighten themselves 
or tbe same: you will be more than compensated 
for your labor.

3. In the study of the Scriptures, a marked dis
tinction should be drawn between inferential and 
positive testimony. Inferences are lawful when 
they make good sens9 and do not conflict with pos
itive evidence, or are in harmony with it, and vice 
versa. Many sincere seekers after truth get be
fogged in the study of the Scriptures by not heed
ing this rule. They attach very frequently higher 
authority to unlawful inferences than to the plain 
word of the Lord. A few examples will illustrate 
this.

It is said, ‘God is a spirit,’—hence it is inferred 
that be has no personal identity, but this is not 
true, for plain and positive evidenco repeatedly 
speaks of his ‘person.’

Because it is said, *1 and my Father are one,’ it is 
inferred that Christ is the Eternal Father!—-which 
is not tbe fact, for the plain and direct testimony 
repeatedly declares him to be the Son of God.

Because personal pronouns are applied to the 
Holy Spirit, it is inferred that it is the Eternal God; 
when the plain Word calls it the Spirit of God.

Because it is said, ‘God breathed into man the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul,’ the 
inference is drawn that all men have immortal 
souls, which is in opposition to the plain Bible tes
timony, that immortality is obtained only 'by pa
tient continuance in well-doing.’

It is inferred that the dead are conscious or have 
more knowledge than they had when living, because 
it is said of Paul be desired 'to depart and be with 
Christ;’ this inference is incorrect, because the 
plain Word declares that 'the dead know not any
thing,’ for the very day that their breath leaves 
them, ‘their thoughts perish.’

Because it is said that the wicked shall 'go into 
everlasting punishment,’ it is inferred that they will 
suffer eternal misery. But this inference is incor
rect, because it is plainly said of this punishment 
that it will be 'everlasting destruction,’ the 'second 
death.’ •

These examples might be greatly extended, but 
we deem what we have given sufficient for our 
present purpose. They will show the honest seek
er after truth, tbe importance of making the plain 
word of tbe Lord, and not inferences, the founda
tion of bis faith. You should not rest on mere 
inferences, affirmations, nor expositions of any man; 
but you should read in the Bible, your faith, and 
then believe what you read.

4. When you study or read the Bible, you should 
remember that it is not a book of contradictions; it 
is not ‘yea and nay,’ but is 'yea and amen to tbe 
glory of God.’ Or in other words, it does not teach 
a doctrine in one place, and in another teach an op
posite doctrine. For instance, we read—

The Lord himself shall descend from heaven—the 
dead in Christ shall rise first—then toe which are 
alive shall be changed—then that all the immortal 
saints will be ‘caught up to meet the Lord in the air.’

That the Lord will come with all the saints.
That his feet will stand on Mount Olivet.
That the sanctuary will be cleansed.
That there shall be no more utter destruction; 

but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.
That in that day, the law shall go forth from  

Mount Zion and the word o f the Lord from Jerusa
lem.

That in that day the Lord will be K ino over all 
the earth.

That in this same day o f glory, the Lord will set 
his hand the second time to recover the remnant o f 
Judah and Israel.

That in the same day, the ‘le ft o f the nations 
shall go up from year to year to Jerusalem to wor
ship the King, the Lord of hosts; and that the Gen
tiles shall seek his rest, which shall be glorious.

That the lion and lamb shall then lie down to
gether, and that nothing shall hurt or destroy tn all 
the holy mountain o f the Lord, fo r  then the earth 
will be filed  with his knowledge and glory.

These and many more glorious truths being 
plainly taught in the Bible, the student of that book 
should settle it in his mind that it teaches no op
posite doctrines ; for God cannot deny himself: 
hence these doctrines must be true.

5. In tbe study of the Scriptures, the mystical 
principle of interpretation should be utterly aban
doned and deprecated, for it has opened the broad 
door, from which has rolled the thick columns of 
moral darkness that now shuts out from the church 
the true light of the Gospel. By this principle the 
true meaning of nearly every word of the Bible is 
changed and lost, or tortured into a signification 
directly opposite to the literal import. Hence the 
coming of the Lord, is defined to mean the approach 
of the Roman army to Jerusalem, or the event of 
death! Death is put for life in misery; eternal life 
for happiness; destruction for preservation in tor
ment; the kingdom of God, for the church, or the 
principles of godliness in th^soul; Zion for the 
church; the tabernacle of David, for the gospel ar
rangement; Jew and Israel, for Gentile Christians; 
reigning with Christ a thousand years, suffering 
for him that length of time. Some of the nations, 
escaping the great destruction that will take 
place at the advent of Christ, their destruction; 
Christ’s reign in Jerusalem over tbe earth a thou
sand years, his eternal reign on the new earth. In 
a word, nearly every plain and fundamental word and 
doctrine of the Bible by this mystical principle, has 
been shrouded in darkness, and made to teach a 
sentiment in opposition to tbe true meaning. It 
has turned the trnth of God into a lie, or made void 
his word by its pernicious tendency. Shnn it, in 
all its bearings, and be guided by the literal prin
ciple in all your researches for the truth, When 
you read your Bible,t>elieve that God in his plain

word (that which is not figurative,) says what he 
means, and means what he Bays. Suffer no man to 
change the import of his immutable word, and take 
heed that you do not attempt such a hazardous and 
pernicious work yourself.

By following these rules in searching the Scrip
tures for light on the points of difference between 
us, relative to the reign of Christ, we shall be able 
to find where the disagreement lies, and come to a 
harmonious agreement in our faith in this impor
tant matter. Are not these rules right in their 
general principles? We think they are; but if you 
think differently, please show wherein they are de
fective, and present a more perfect way. For it 
will be useless to search the Scriptnres, unless we 
do so understandingly, or on right principles.— 
Believing that some humble and sincere inquirers 
after truth, will, most willingly search tbe Scrip
tures in accordance with these directions, we will 
in our next, examine them on tbe important subject 
under consideration, viz., the reign of Christ.

SPIRIT RAPPINGS EXPOSED-

A p a m p h l e t  of twenty-four page? on this sub- 
ct has recently been published in the city of New 
ork, where it may be had of R. T. Young, book

seller, 140 Fulton street, free to those who are un
able to pay, and to those who purchase at $2,50 a 
hundred, 50 cents a dozen, and six cents single 
copy.

Tbe following is an extract from the work.— 
Speaking of his opinion of these rappings, the au
thor Eays, "We are sanguine to the greatest ex
tent, that according ‘to tbe law and the testimony,’ 
according to natural philosophy and common sense, 
tbe most astounding of these wonders, especially, 
are performed by 'lying spirits,’ or'spirits of devils,’ 
so-called, whose manifestations are in Scripture, 
called'Soothsaying,’'Divination,’ 'Magic,’ 'Witch
craft,’ Sic., and foretold abundantly, as becoming 
most prevalent in 'the whole world,’ in the latter 
periods of time.

“These things are also represented in the Scrip
tures, as among the greatest, worst, most danger
ous and ruigpus of all crimes, for which the really 
guilty human perpetrators or partakers, who re
pent not, are to be punished by the *second death,’ 
notwithstanding these crimes are so invisibly com
mitted, that there can be no testimony brought 
against persons suspected of them, which could be 
safely admitted in human courts, as was sorrowful
ly experienced in the 'Salem Witchcraft,’ so called, 
in 1692, and recorded in Cotton Mather’s Magnalia, 
or Eccl. History of New England, in which nine
teen persons were wrongfolly hung by human law.

"For scripture proofs on the fifth position, now 
assumed as the only true and rational one of the 
five noticed, the reader ie referred back to the proofs 
in part I, which naturally apply as well to this part 
of the subject as to that; because, as already shown, 
the mediums and clairvoyants, have quite generally 
admitted, or maintained, that these two classes of 
manifestations, are substantially from the same in
visible agency, whatever it is, electricity or spirits 
of the dead, somewhat still differing on this point 
among themselves as supposed. For further pure 
Scripture testimony that spirits of devils, be., do 
actually exist, and can actually perform these man
ifestations, will not the serious reader take Cruden’s 
Concordance, or another which is full, and simply 
look out and read over those passages of Scripture 
which border on this subject, together with their 
several connexions, which may be found under the 
heading of the following alphabetical catalogue of 
words in the Concordance, and their derivatives, 
viz:^
"Astrologers,
Beelzebub,
Charmers,
Devils,
Diviners,
Dragon,
Evil Spirits,
Foul Spirits, 
False Prophets, 
Familiar Spirits, 
Incbanters, 
Lying Spirits,

Magicians,
Necromancer,
Prophets of Baal, 
Prophets of the grove, 
Satan,
Serpents,
Seducing Spirits* 
Soothsayers,
Sorcerers,
Unclean Spirts,
Wise Men,
Wilch and Wizard.

"These Scripture words, though not all of one 
definition, it should seem, are enough in themselves, 
to rebuke and repel any serious person’s unbelief in 
the actual existence of evil spirits, whose existence 
giveB rise to the above names, though partly given 
to men, who consult such spirits, while tbe hun
dreds of passages to be found under the above heads, 
on the same subject of evil spirits, and their mani
festations, are offered as proofs that the same spirits 
are still doing their same appropriate work, by rap
ping, divining, deceiving, be.

"As further proof that tbe present spiritual man
ifestations are only from such evil spirits as above 
named from the Bible, let it be said that this kind 
of proof already much brought against them, has 
never be$n fairly answered, if answered at all; and 
never can be, seemingly, without first setting aside 
tbe Bible as fiction. And as far as known, no se
rious and candid attempts against this kind of teBt- 
mony,have ever been made with tbe view of showing 
it false. And why is this so? If these rapping 
spirits are the spirits of the dead, why do not they 
or tbeir adherents at once attempt, fairly and scrip* 
turally to answer the sacred proof webring against 
them? And why do they never even attempt to 
show from tbe word of God, and common sense, 
that these spirits are spirits of the dead? And why 
should the public credulity continue to be so exor
bitantly taxed as to believe tbey are spirits of the 
dead, from really no other testimony than their own 
dark say-so? Such selfish and exparte testimony 
from human beings, in their own favor, who are 
thus accused of crime, is always to be rejected, ac
cording to Christ, and according to human law. 
Then why Bhould we be required to admit it here, 
and especially when we have so much, of even 
divine testimony that these spirit witnesses are of
fering us falsehood for truth to acquit themselves 
in particular.

"Tbe Scriptures positively declare, that ‘The 
dead know not anything,’ and that a man’s 'thoughts 
perish,’ in 'that very day when his breath goeth 
forth,’ and when 'he departelh to his earth.’ Thus, 
understanding these scriptures literally, or just as 
they read, how can ‘the dead,’ wbo ‘know not any
thing,’ know enough with their spirits or otherwise, 
to know when they are called for, and to come and 
rap* as these spirits do? And how can the dead, 
whose 'thoughts’ are ‘perished,’ have so many un- 
perished thoughts as these rappers have, in think
ing over tbeir many divinations? What spirits are 
they then, but 'lying spirits,’ in their thus lying 
and contradicting God’s word on this very question?

"The present space will allow of but one further 
kind4of proof, that those spirits which rap, are 
'spirits of devils,’ or demons, instead of spirits of 
the dead, and that is, they seem often to betray 
themselves as grossly infidel in sentiment, and hos
tile to the only wise God and his word, notwith
standing tbeir high professions of universal goodness 
and godliness among themselves, in divining, be. 
This they profess to do only for the greatest good of 
mankind now living. This infidelity of theirs rather 
appears, in the first place, from the fact found in 
their now published revelations, that they always 
carefully avoid making any use of the Holy Scrip
tures to establish tbeir claims as missionaries from 
the dead to the living; neither do they ever appeal 
to tbe Bible in self defence, as though believing it, 
when we charge them with being 'unclean spirits,’ 
and challenge them to bring divine testimony that 
they are not so, if they have any.”

ft?* E lder Jbssb Briggs, from Elmira, preached 
three times to the Church in this city, last Sunday. 
He has been a preacher for more than forty-four 
years, the principal part of the time among the 
regular Baptists. He has recently attended Bro. 
Bywater’s Tent Meeting at Elmira, and come out 
fully on the Life and Death question, and some 
other Bible doctrines, peculiar to our faith. Elder 
Briggs has dissolved his connection with the Bap
tists, and he now feels a fresh zeal in devoting the 
evening of his days to the proclamation of tbe glad 
tidings of the Kingdom. He is a man of an inde
pendent and original mind, a sound reasoner, inter
esting in his discourses, and calculated to edify and 
comfort the saints, and awaken sinners to seek the 
Lord. We hope Bro. Briggs will visit our breth
ren, as doors may open for him to do so, and that a 
blessing will rest on him and those for whom be 
may labor.__________________

ft?* Bao. L. P. Judson has recently been in 
Canada West, aiding in the labors of tbe tent meet
ings, Bro. Sheldon and others were holding there. 
Much good, we hope, will be the fruit of their 
labors. _________

ft?* WBhave a few more of our Millenial Harps 
and pamphlets, which we desire to give, as pre
viously proposed, to new subscribers to the Har
binger. Who will send on their names now?

ft?* J. B. Cook is requested to give his views 
on Matt, xxvii. 52, 53. Who are the saints named, 
and what city is referred to?

i f f 9 L. H. Chase.—We think the tour yon 
speak of, would be productive of good.



HARBINGER AND ADVOCATE
<E?*A late Eoglisb paper says that letters 

from Rome state that the Pope is threatened with 
dropsy, and that the state of his health gives great 
uneasiness to his physicians. Hitherto, every ef
fort has been made to conceal his danger from the 
public. It is said that in the event of his disease 
proving fatal, he will be succeeded ay Cardinal 
Wiseman.

WiLLBro. S. W. Gerelds have the good 
ness to act as agent for the Harbinger at Concord, 
N. H., also for the Children'» Friend if

keep the Sabbath? If he hept the Sabbath, then it 
originated not withthe Jew, nor ended (necessarily) 
with his economy. Were not the lau> and Sabbath 
in existence when 'God rained bread from heaven, 
to prove Israel, whether he would walk in his law 
or no’? Exo. xvi. 4.

We will take another view, viz: That the sacri
fices of Abel or Noah; or circumcision by Abraham, 
or the typical ceremonial law, added under Moses, 
never have abolished or changed the great consti
tution—the ten commandments of God. Neither has 
the gospel mode of worship destroyed or changed 
the moral law of ten commandments.

To Correspondents.
J. W.—By carefully reviewing the subject on 

which your article treats, we feel assured that you 
will perceive that you have presented nothing but 
inferences to prove that infants will be raised to a 
state of probation, and that you have made a wrong 
application of a number of passages, in endeavor
ing to prove that these raised infants will grow up'to 
manhood in the future Blale. We should rest our 
faith in all things, on the plain word o f the Lord— 
for there is safety nowhere else.

COMMANDMENTS-
Bao. Marsh:—I have watched the various 

views of our brethren, who, in charity, I would 
hope, were honestly desiring nothing but truth.— 
Why should we cherish error? O that God would 
lead us into all the truth!

I beg a humble hearing in your columns, while 
I would try to speak in love. 1 would first say, 
that I have for some twelve years believed that we 
lacked Bible authority, either by precept or exam
ple, for regarding the first, instead of the seventh 
day, as the Sabbath of the Lord.

I shall not aim to notice the many positions that 
have been taken in favor of the first, or against 
the seventh day: but the wise man says, 'Let ns 
hearJbe conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God 
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole 
doty of man.’ Eccl. xii. 13.

I simply infer, or understand, that man, universal, 
has a fundamental, primeval, or natural law; 
whether under the Theocracy, the Patriarchal, 
Mosaic or Messianic administration, that is not 
afibeted or altered in the least degree, by circum
stantial or local, typical or gospel modes of wor
ship.

There is a relation that man innately possesses, 
that stamps his whole being with a duty td love 
God, his Creator, and his fellow man: which has 
and will follow him in all ages to come. And on 
that duty of love, hangs all the law, [ten com
mandments] and the prophets. On love to God 
hangs the first four commandments in the deca
logue; and the last six hang on love to man. Let 
ns look this over again. If this is the fact (which 
many overlook); then this inborn, original duty 
of man to love his Creator firstly, and secondly his' 
fellow man, bases the foundation—the unalterable 
constitution, ten ‘commandments.’ Are we now 
rea^y to follow the inspired history of man down to 
the 'Amen’ exclaimed by the Revelator?

That man ever was bound to keep those ten moral 
precepts, that God’s own voice spoke with awful 
solemnity from the trembling Mount, prior to their 
indescribable print in the rock, I firmly believe, 
from the following scripture, namely: 'Where no 
law is, there is no transgression.’ 'For by the 
law is the knowledge of Bin, and sin is the trans
gression of the law.’ Rom. iv. 15; iii. 20; 1 John 
iii. 4.

Did not Adam’s transgression of 'Thou sbalt 
have no other gods before me,’ exalt the Serpent 
and sin? Did not Cain transgress the sixth com- 

I mandment, by slaying his brother? The antedl- 
(, lovian world’s and the Sodomites’ transgression 
• testify, that then existed the ‘law.’

'Abraham obeyed God’s voice, and kept his 
i  ckarge, his commandments, his statutes, and his 

K  laws* 'God’s voice’ embodied the Sabbath, in his 
i«] great Law or Covenant. Gen. xxvl, 5. David says,

■ 'God hath remembered his covenant forever, the 
word which he commanded to a thousand genera
tions: which covenant he made with Abraham, 
and bis oath unto Isaac; and confirmed the same 
Unto Jacob for a law and to Israel for an everlast- 

I lag covenant.’ Psa. cv. 8, 9,10. 
i We will notice the lato— covenant—to Jacob or 

Israel. ‘He declared unto you bis covenant which 
he commanded you to perform, even ten command
ments; and he wrote them upon two tables of 
(tone and he added no more.’ Deut. iv. 13; v. 
22.

If Abraham kept the covenant, that was IsraeVs 
laxc, written upon two tables o f stone. Did he not

Christ said, in the commencement of bis minis
try; *think not that I am come to destroy the law 
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to 
fulfil.’ A change from the Levitical priesthood to 
Christ’s law or mode of officiating ‘over his house,’ 
'abolished (nothing,) but the law of commandments 
[not on tables of stone, but] contained in ordinan
ces.' Eph. ii. 15. We will examine what was 
nailed to his cross. Col. ii. 14-16.

‘It was the hand writing o f ordinances’ [not 
finger writing, on tables of stone] ‘that was against 
us;’ [the Sabbath was not against, but ‘made for 
man’] 'and took it, (hand writing) out of the way.’ 
The Sabbath never lay in man’s way. ‘Which are 
shadows of thing9 to come;’ [The Sabbath iB no 
more a shadow than ‘Thou shalt not kill’] ‘but 
the body is Christ’s body.’—Macknight.

Christ’s body is not the substance of the Sab
bath, but of the Lamb, and shadowy services 
'which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
washings and carnal ordinances, imposed on them 
until the lime of reformation. But Christ being 
come,’ tic. Heb. ix. 9-11.

The foregoing shows plainly what was abolished 
and ended. It was not the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandments, but meats and drink, and the 
new moons, or holy days, or of Sabbath days on 
which they wero offered. Lev. xxiii. 4, 38 ; 
Hosea ii. 11; Isa. i. 13,14. Why are these texts ' 
quoted? ‘The law and the prophets were until 
John.’ The law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ.’ Is it, that they 
would have us add, then, the law and prophets 
ended? If not, what is meant? Were not John 
and Christ prophets, and Paul, Peter, and John?— 
Did not Christ accuse the Jews of breaking the 
sixth commandment, and quote five command
ments at one time to the rich man? Matt. x. 19. 
So the prophets and laws live yet.

T h e  Sabbatarian’ agrees that the ceremonial 
law—the order of worship given by Moses was su
perceded by the new gospel order introduced by 
Messiah. But does not agree that 'fulfil’ in Matt, 
v. 17, means destroy, subvert, or abolish the law 
or prophets, any more than fulfil meant destroy or 
subvert all righteousness, when our Savior said 
to John, Thus it becomes us to fulfil all righteous
ness.’

The question is asked, ‘What saith Messiah 
and his apostles as to the present observance of 
the seventh day—the Sabbath—as a part of the 
gospel or justifying obedience’?

Answer: Messiah says, ‘Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law.’ T he Sabbath was made 
for man.’ Matt. v. 17; Mark ii. 27. Messiah 
forewarns his dear disciples of a tribulation, that 
would be more than thirty years this side of the 
cross, and exhorts or commands them to regard 
the Sabbath in that prayer: thus decidedly ac
knowledging the Sabbath day. Matt. xxiv. 20.

As to the apostles, Luke says, that 'the women 
who saw how Christ’s body was laid, returned and 
prepared spices and ointment: and rested the Sab • 
bath day, according to the commandment.’— 
Luke xxiii. 56.

The Gentiles requested Paul to preach to them 
the next Sabbath.’ 'Paul spoke to the women, on 
the Sabbath, out of the city, by the river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made.’ Acts xiii. 
42; xvi. 13. At Thessaloniea, 'Paul, as his man
ner was, three Sabbath days reasoned with them 
out of the Scriptures.* Acts xvii. 2. And the 18th 
chapter gives an account of Paul’s making tents, 
and every Sabbath he persuaded the Jews -and 
Greeks, a year and six months. I think that James’ 
testimony decides that the law had not lost the Sab
bath. 'For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.’ Jas* ii. 
10, John ii. 7 says, 'I  write no new command
ment unto you, but an old commandment which ye 
had from the beginning.’

The sum of the matter, to me, appears, that a 
whole law—Sabbath, and nine other precepts—have 
suffered no diminution, from change of mode of wor
ship, from one dispensation, ô  ministry, to another. 
But, we behold, that Christ's custom was, to

worship on tbe Sabbath: and enjoined regard of the 
Sabbath day after bis cross. Luke iv. 16: Matt, 
xxiv. 20. And ‘he came not to destroy but to ful
fil, [keep, magnify,] the law;’ and said, ‘Whosoever 
shall bre&k one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, shall be of no esteem in the 
reign of heaven; but whosoever shall practice and 
teach them [ten commandments,] shall be highly 
esteemed in the reign of heaven.’ Isa. xlii. 21; 
Matt. v. 17-19.

I think it safe to teach what Christ observed (the 
Sabbath,) and authorized to teach. Matt, xxviii. 20.

ApoBtollc testimony and examples are, to ‘ra t  
on the Sabbath days according to the command
ment.’ Luke xxiii. 56. And to reason out of tbe 
Scriptures in public worship on the Sabbath days, 
was Paul’s manner—and every Sabbath to preach. 
Acts xvii. 2; xviii. 4. Paul said, that the ‘law is 
holy, just, good, and spiritual,’ and delighted in and 
served the law. Rom. vii. 12, 14, 22, 25. ‘For not 
the hearers of the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified.’ Rotn. ii. 13—
So much authority in favor of perpetuity of the law 
and Sabbath.

Now let the laboring oar be placed into the hands 
where it belongs. If Christ abolished the law - 
ten commandments—where? If be abolished the 
Sabbath, where? If be claimed the power, where? 
John xii. 49, 50; xiv. 24. If the apostles abolished 
tbe law, or re-enacted it, where? If Christ or the 
apostleB changed the Sabbath, from tbe seventh to 
the first day, where? If the apostles observed the 
first day as holy time, or commemorative of tbe 
resurrection of Christ, where? Which of the ten 
commandments designates who is, and exalts God as 
the Creator, but the fourth ?

In conclusion, I wonid pray, that we put on bow
els of kindness, and brotherly love, and seek for the 
truth, as it is in Jesus, Let^is do as in our former 
days; examine or try all things, by humble, fer
vent prayer to God, to be led into all truth. Amen. 

Yonr brother, waiting for heaven’s King,
E loiv E verts.

RBMARK8.

1. We give the above a place in our columns 
because of its apparent candor, and because it em
braces all, or nearly all, the essential points in
volved in life Sabbath controversy. We do not 
doubt Bro. Everts’ desire to know the truth. That 
is the first pre-requisite to the knowing of the 
truth; the second, is the obtaining of suitable means 
of ibftfrmallon; and the third is the proper nse of 
those means. Bro. Everts possesses the first two of 
these pre requisites: he desires to know the truth 
on this subject, and he has the means o f informa
tion, viz., tbe Bible and ability to read it. But we 
think he lacks the third pre-requisite: he does not 
make a proper use of the means he possesses; and 
so long as he fails in this respect, he will not be 
likely to know the truth.

a When we approach the Bible to investigate a 
subject, we should do it without prejudice, that is, 
without determining beforehand what our conclu
sion shall be.

6 We should not allow our judgment to be in
fluenced by the fear of man—should not shrink from 
a 'conclusion merely because it will be different 
from the opinions of some with whom we would 
like to agree.

c Never decide till all the witnesses are exam
ined, and never adopt a conclusion that is not in 
harmony with all their testimony—the whole Bible. 
If the New Testament appears to favor your con
clusion, but the Old Testament clearly to condemn 
it, you may be sure your conclusion is wrong: or, 
if the Old Testament appears to favor and the New 
to condemn it, then it is wrong. Both Testaments 
and all the writers in both, will concur in a truth
ful conclusion.

d The $qw TestsmenUmust invariably be made 
the standard of chrittian duty.

e We need to use great care, lest our previous 
wrong instruction lead us astry.

Many who think they have fairly investigated 
the Sabbath question, have failed in all these sev
eral particulars ; and we think Bro. Everts has 
failed in the last three:—All tbe witnesses do not 
concur in his conclusion; he does not make the 
New Testament the standard of Christian duty in 
relation to the Sabbath; and bis early education has 
evidently led him astray. These facts will appear 
as we proceed.

2. In bis first statement, Bro. Everts betrays his 
prepossession in favor of the conclusion to which 
he thinks bo afterward arrives by fair investigation. 
He says, 'I would first say, that I have for some 
twelve years believed that we lacked Bible author
ity, either precept or example for regarding the

first, instead of the seventh day as the Sabbath o 
the Lord.’ Before the lime named he did suppose 
there was Bible authority for ‘regarding’ the first 
day as the Sabbath, and since that time he has be
lieved there is Bible authority for ‘regarding’ the 
Seventh day as the Sabbath. Now both these sup
positions are wrong; for there is no Bible author
ity for chYistians to ‘regard’ either or any day as the 
Sabbath of the Lord. Paul treatB directly on this 
point in Rom. xiv., and makes it a matter of suffer
ance toward some who were 'weak in the faith’ to 
allow them to ‘regard one day above another’ But 
does this indulgence of the apostle amount to ‘Bi
ble authority for regarding the day’ ? Certainly 
not, but precisely the reverse.

3. We, of course, with Bro. Everts believe in the 
fundamentality of the law of love supreme to God 
and to our neighbor as to ourselves; but we cannot 
agree with him in the opinion that man universal
ly possesses an intuitive consciousness of this law. 
Men know nothing of God except what he has re
vealed concerning himself. Their knowledge of 
their obligations to him and to each other comes 
not by intuition, but by education, founded more 
or less purely upon revelation.

4. Bro. E. 6ays, ‘On that duty of love bangs all 
tbe law [the ten commandments] and the prophets.’
In this sentence he makes the 'ten commandments’ ' 
embrace all that is meant by the phrase, 'All the 
law.’ Now if this was our Lord’s meaning, the 
pentateuch did not hang upon those two command
ments, except tbe few verses that contain the dec
alogue. By the law our Savior evidently intended 
all the Old Testament, not embraced by the term, 
the prophets, including, of course, the Levitical law 
and worship. We cannot see the reason of Bro. 
E.’s explanation, unless it was to relieve the deca
logue of the air of commonness which he feared an 
association with the ritual law might give it.

5. He next says, ‘On love to God hang the first 
, fo u r commandments in the decalogue; and (he last 
six hang oh love to man.’ Bro. E., like home other 
modern Sabbatarians, makes this statement with all 
the confidence of revelation. But by what author
ity do they make it? O, none at all, except their 
own necessity. They don’t pretend that the Bible 
says anything of that kind. It is essential to their 
theory, therefore they will have it so! They must 
in some way, use our Savior’s two great command
ments in subordination to the idolized Sabbath, and 
how-else can they fix it? This is the only way they 
can think ofi and so at it they go. They first, to 
make room, shove off the law of Moses, then the 
patriarchal worship, and, in their blind zeal, down 
go the prophets also! Now they are ready. On 
one peg they bang the first four commandments, 
and on the other the last six. How nice! No doubt 
this is all right, for Ellen has seen it just so in her 
vision! How dare anybody doubt it?

6. Bro. E. proceeds, ‘If this is the fact, (which 
many overlook); then this inborn, original duty to 
love his Creator first, and secondly his fellow man, 
bases the foundation—the unalterable constitution, 
‘ten commandments.’ We deny his ‘fact’ in toto, 
and demand proof to support his assumption. No 
man has a right to go on and dogmatically con
struct a theory on such a baseless structure, ma
king it tbe ground of Christian fellowship. It is a 
fearful liberty that Bro. E. has unwittingly taken. 
Will he stop and reflect? Again, why does he 
call tbe ten commandments 'the unalterable con
stitution,’ when Paul, in 2 Cor. iii., calls them 'the 
ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones,’ Ho be done away'?

7. Bro. E. asks, 'If Abraham kept the covenant, 
that was the law written upon two tables ef stone, 
did he not keep the Sabbath? We answer, Abra
ham did not keep the covenant of which the Sab
bath formed a part, for the reason that it had not 
been given to men in his day. It is true, Bro. E. 
says, ‘God’s voice embodied the Sabbath in his 
covenant’ with Abraham, and he doubtless thinks 
that statement correct, as do many others who 
affirm substantially the same thing. Now they 
have some reason for making this staJpment.— 
What is their reason for it? Is it because the 
Bible says the Sabbath was embodied in the Abra- 
bamic covenant? No; they do not pretend that 

'the Bible says so in so many words; but they are 
sore it means so; and they prove to their own en
tire satisfaction, not only that Abraham and all the 
faithful of his day and afterward down to the bon
dage in Egypt, but also all who lived before him 
kept the weekly Sabbath! In the same way pre
cisely the doctrine of the natural immortality of 
the soul is proved from the Bible. The Bible does 
not, indeed, say that the soul is immortal; but that 
doctrine is so essential to popular theology that the 
Bible must certainly mean to teach it, and so it is
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easily assumed that it does teach it, and the doc
trine is proved! Thus the want of pioof that 
the Sabbath was observed or binding from crea
tion to the Exodus, is the parent of the assump
tion that it was so: it is essential to the Sabbath 
theory: hence, the Bible means, that is, 'ought' 
to teach it. We can not understand how some 
people find out God’s meaning. We can only 
learn it from his language; but they discover it 
from his silence, or even find out in some way 
that he means the reverse of what he says. It is 
well for such men that God is long-sufiering: if 
he were not, he would quickly convince them of 
their recklessness in thus assuming the pedago
gue over him, as though he did not know what 
to say nor how to say it. Now the fact in this 
case is, Moses says, Deut. v., that God made the 
covenant of the ten commandments, which con
tained the Sabbath, with the people in Horeb; 
and to make it so plain that it could not be mis
understood, he says that God did not make that 
covenant with their fathers. Then this was not 
the Abrahamic covenant: and as the Sabbath 
was in the covenant made in Horeb and not in 
the covenant made with Abraham, therefore 
there is no proof that Abraham kept the Sab
bath.

8. The question, Was not the Sabbath inex
istence when God rained bread from heaven? 
has been so often and fully answered in the 
Harbinger recently, that it is unnecessary t.o re
peat the answer in detail now. It is enough to 
say, that the giving of the Sabbath is shown from 
Exo. xvi., to have been very nearly simultaneous 
with the giving of the manna.

0. If the Sabbatic institution had existed prior 
to the Exodus, it might have been incorporated 
into the decalogue and the religious system then 
introduced; and if the Lord had so pleased it 
might have been perpetuated in the gospel sys
tem after the abrogation of the Levitical worship. 
But it so happens that the evidences in existence 
are against both these supposed conditions: the 
evidence in the case goes to show that the Sab
batic institution did not exist prior to the Exo
dus, and that it was not the divine pleasure that 
it khould be perpetuated through the gospel dis
pensation.

10. Our Savior did not say he came to obey 
the law: be said he came to 'fulfil' it. There is 
no instance on record of his obeying the Sab
bath; but he will fulfil it in the glorious/ige to 
come with as much fidelity as he has other por
tions of the Levitical law of which it was a part, 
and as he has and will fiulfil the prophets.

11. Bro. E .’s new method of disposing ot 
Col. ii. 14-16 is worthy of note. He is too 
honest to dispose of it as some do. But he thinks 
he can 6ave the Sabbath from that ‘blotting’ by 
showing that it was the 'hand,' not the finger' 
writing that was blotted out! That is, God 
wrote the decalogue with his finger, but he wrote 
the ceremonial law with his hand! Surely, this 
is quite a discovery for this late day. It ought 
to be patented, for nobody can deny its entire 
originality. If Moses or Paul ever thought of it, 
they neglected to record this important distinc
tion! Intelligent men ought to be ashamed to 
resort to such a subterfuge. If they have been 
so unfortunate as to embrace a theory that re
quires such a defence, they ought to abandon it 
immediately. It is impossible, in any honest 
way, to rescue Sabbatic observance from the ban 
of the apostle in that passage. No distinction is 
made between the ordinary ‘holy days,’ or festi
val days, and 'the Sabbath:' all were alike blot
ted out. The phrase, ‘the Sabbath days,’ can 
not be in^pposition with the phrase,‘an holy 
day;’ for another phrase, ‘or of the new-moon,’ 
Stands between them, and the cumulative nature 
of the sentence also forbids it.

12. John i. 17, Luke xvi. 16, clearly imply 
a  change of institutions on coming to Christ, and 
that the Christian institutions would be far su
perior to those that had preceded them: nobody, 
that we know of, believes that all prophesying 
ceased, and all prophecy and all the law had been 
fiul filled at that time.

13. Our Savior did indeed quote, not only by 
nay of approval, but also as enforcing them,

nearly or quite all the commandments of the dec
alogue, except the fourth. This is good evidence 
of—what? That the fourth is still binding?— 
Certainly not; but either that no occasion oc
curred under his observation fsr enforcing it, or 
that it was no longer obligatory, I ’he formor 
is not at all probable, therefore the latter must be 
true. Hence, the fact in the case seems to be 
this: Nine precepts of the decalogue, as well as 
many others of the old dispensation, are recog
nized and enforced by our Savior and his apos
tles as belonging to this dispensation, but the Sab
bath precept, not being thus recognized and en
forced by them, evidently is not perpetuated in 
this dispensation. The correctness of this con
clusion is fully established by Matt. xii. 1-8; 2 
Cor. iii.; Rom. xiv.; Col. ii., where, lest Christ
ians should feel themselves bound by the Sab
bath law, Christ and the apostle treat it nega
tively, taking pains to show that it is n o t  bind 
ing.

14. Bro. E. can not think that the word 
‘abolished’ in 2 Cor. iii. 13, means ‘destroyed, 
subverted,’ as he intimates; for something per
taining to the ancient law, was abolished; but 
none of it was destroyed or subverted. The 
‘ministration’ of it was abolished—and the keep
ing of the Sabbath was a part of that ministra
tion. No part of its typical significance can be 
destroyed or subverted: all, like the predictions 
of the prophets, must be ‘fulfilled.’

15. The fact that the Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath, Mark ii. 27, 
shows that the Sabbath was subservient to man's 
interest and convenience, but proves nothing as to 
its perpetuity; while the fact, that other passages 
in the New Testament declare plainly that it is 
abolished, done away, nailed to the cross, taken 
out of the way as being against believers, shows 
clearly that the Sabbath would not be conducive 
to the interests or convenience of man in this 
dispensation.

.16. Matt. xxiv. 20 contains no command to 
‘regard’ the Sabbath, any more than to ‘regard’ 
winter. Why, Bro. E ., were the disciples to 
pray that their flight might not be in the winter? 
Was it because that would be a holy season?— 
No, say you, it would make their flight mote 
perilous. Precisely so of the Sabbath. Their 
being instructed to pray that their flight should 
not be on that day, is no proof of the sacredness 
of that day at that time. The Jews, because they 
rejected Christ, would be still regarding that day, 
and would endeavor to prevent the flight of the 
disciples, and thus increase their perils.

17. That the holy women kept the Sabbath 
during our Savior’s interment, Luke xxiii. 56, 
is, of course, conceded: but it is not conceded 
that their example on that occesiou should over 
rule the example and precepts of Christ and his 
apostles both before and afterward. They fol
lowed the established custom, being as yet but 
little acquainted with the new order of things.

18. In all the instances of Paul’s preaching 
on the Sabbath day, there is nothing to show that 
he regarded that day as sacred time: he wisely 
embraced the opportunity to speak to those who 
were accustomed to assemble on that day.

19. It is not a little strange that some per
sons can see nothing but the ten commandments 
in the term 'law.' With them, ‘the whole law,’ 
James ii. 10, means no more nor less than the 
ten commandments. Well, they believe that 
this law of ten commandments is as oltMs man; 
then, according to their own theology, ‘the whole 
law’ does not embrace our Savior’s ‘new com
mandment,’ John xiii. 34. Many of them, in 
iheir blind zeal to keep the old law, act as though 
they thought they could break this ‘new com
mandment’ of our Savior with impunity. We 
hope Bro. E. may be saved from this fatal error. 
Now what is meant by 'the whole law’ in Jas 
ii. 10? Not the law of circumcision, not the 
law of Moses, not the law of carnal ordinances, 
cor the law oyhe ten commandments written in 
stone, but ‘the law of Christ’—‘the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus,’ that is, the pre
cepts and institutions of the gospel of Christ.— 
Of this law the Sabbath forms no part.

20. ‘The beginning,’ in 1 John ii. 7, does not

mean the creation, but the beginning of the gos
pel dispensation; and ‘the commandment,’which 
he says was from the beginning, was not the 
Sabbath commandment, but our Savior’s new 
commandment, ‘That we love one another,’ all 
of which is distinctly stated in 2 John 3.

21. As the chief apostle has given his appro
val to the man who ‘esteems every day alike,’ 
Rom. xiv. 5, the Sabbath commandment can not 
be among those to which the Savior refers in 
Matt. v. 19.

22. Bro. E. says, ‘I think it safe to teach whet 
Christ obseived (the Sabbath), and authorized 
to teach, Matt, xxviii. 20.’ Where is the record 
of Christ’s observing the Sabbath? Let o n e  

instance be pointed out, if it exists. Where and 
to whom did he give authority to teach the Sab
bath obligation? Let o n e  case be named, if it 
exists. The fact is, neither can be found. It 
can not be shown that our Savior ever regarded 
the Sabbath with the least respect, nor that he 
ever taught his disciples either to regard it, 
themselves, or to teach others to regard it.— 
This being the case, how dare a man assert, with 
such blank assurance, that Christ observed the 
Sabbath and authorized others to teach it? He 
only can do it who is awfully deceived by an 
erroneous theory. The only proof Bro. E. ad
duces for his assertion is Malt, xxviii. 20, a text 
that Bays not a word about the Sabbath!

23. Bro. E., instead o f ‘so much,' has present
ed no ‘authority’ whatever ‘in favor of the 
perpetuity of the Sabbath.’ And if no proof of its 
perpetuity can be adduced, all persons are, of 
course, at liberty to disbelieve its perpetuity;— 
and, further, as there is positive proof that it is 
‘abolished,’ ‘done away,’ toe., all persons are un-

'der obligation to believe that it is not perpetua
ted. A man may as well lay claim to superior 
piety while disbelieving any other plain state
ments of the New Testament, as these.

24. We are now prepared to see where the 
‘laboring oar’ belongs. !lt is not in out hands, 
certainly; but they must use it who*would force 
upon us this obligation. If it is the duty of 
Christians to keep the Sabbath, the New Testa
ment enjoins it upon them; and those who. think 
such obligation exists, -are bound to produce the 
prool of it. We have nothing to do but to deny 
the obligation, until they present evidence to 
establish it. The negative is ours; the affirma
tive theirs. Let them explain Rem. xiv,; 2 Cor. 
iii. and Col. ii., in some way that does not amount 
to a flat denial of the statements there made, and 
then let them produce one line in the New 
Testament that is equivalent to, ‘Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy:’ then we Will yield 
the controversy at once, and keep the Sabbath 
with all due zeal. Until this is done (which 
never can be done), let them cease their charges 
of impiety against us: and let them abandon a 
dead law, and content themselves with preaching 
a living faith.

In conclusion, we would earnestly exhort and 
entreat our Bro. Everts and all others, who have 
embraced the Seventh Day Sabbath sentiment, 
to pause and reflect. We are sure, dear breth
ren, you do not realize the liberties you take 
with the word of God. The exclusive theory 
you have embraced, in its blifcd, legal zeal, hur* 
ries you on, infatuated, from one extreme to 
another, until you not only lose the Spirit of 
Christ, but contradict and war against, with all 
your might, many plain passages of the New 
Testament. However happy you may feel, 
however positive in your convictions, you are 
certainly wrong. The word of God condemns 
your views, your spirit, and your practice.— 
Will you stop, and try the spirit you are of, and 
with coolness, candor and prayer, examine the 
New Testament again on this subject? And 
may God have mercy on you, and help you to 
see, believe, love and obey the truth.

We warn others to avoid this grievious ‘yoke 
of bondage.' The Seventh Day Sabbath theory, 
in the hands of these persons, brings with it a 
train of other errors that work incalculable evil. 
Beware of them. Fear not their fearful threats 
and imprecations. They will do you no harm. 
Hold fast to the word of God, end let no man

udge you in respect of the Sabbath day; your 
iafest course is, to 'esteem every day alike.’ Be 
lot frightened out of you Christian liberty. And 
nay God make you strong in the truth, and 
iteadfast in the faith. c.

Q?" T huth never shuns the light; it asks no 
ihield, wants no panoply; it courts inquiry and 
mswers every honest question; it needs no 
iword of power or priestly robe to give it force 
md vitality in the execution of its mission, 
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Elder Jesse Briggs.

Honcoye, Sunday, August 15.
Rochester, “ “ 29.

Bro. f f . Sheldon.
Whilby Village, Sunday, August 8 —

:ontinue five days.
Toronto, C. W., Sunday, August 15.
St. Catherines, " 17.
At Bro. P. A. Bonk’s, “ 18.
Niagara, Cross Roads, “ 19.
Orangeport, N. Y., Sunday, “ 22 —

tnd where Bro. Freeman may appoint, through the 
week.

Somerset, Sunday, August 29.
Clarkson Center, “ 31.
Rochester, September 2.
Honeoye Falls, “ 3.
Honeoye Flate, Sunday, A.
Hemlock Lake, “ 6 k  7,
Springwater Valley, “  8 b  9.
Dansville, Saturday and Sunday, " l i b  12. 
Victor, “ 17.
Canandaigua, Sunday, “ 19.
Meetings on week days at 7} p. m.—on Sundays 

it the usual hoars, w. sheldon .
P S —Breihren wishing to send money for the 

Harbinger or Children's Friend, will have an op- 
wmunity. _______ _______________  w. s.

Bro. C. W. Low.
Btisti, Sunday, Angost '16.
Jamestown, " evening *• 11

Bro. George Storrs.
Canandaigua, Sunday, August 8—

md continue eight or ten days.
The brethren arc cordially invited to attend.

Bro. J .  P. Weethec.
i Deavertown, O., Sunday August 8.

(Dr. Reeves will meet me at Zanesville, Satur- 
lay morning and convey me to the place.J 

Chauncey and Millfield, Sunday, Aug. 15. 
Persons wishing my labors will write m e^ t 

Chauncey, Athene co., O.

Bro. Thomas Garbntt.
Clarkson, August 18.
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Victor, « 24.
Palmyra, “ 26.
Canandaigua, Sunday, “ 29.
Geneva, <( 31.
Seneca Falls, Septem. 2.
Auburn, Sunday, “ 5.
I have left a space between each of my appoint- 

nents, as the brethren will notice, for the purpose 
f paying some attention to the circulation of our 
looks and papers in new places. It is my design 
o pay more attention to this part of our labor than 
armerly : I feel confident there is much good 
[round yet unsown, we cannot expect to reap where 
redo not tow. Though I do not expect the spread 
f truth to become universal; I do think there 
re many honest souls who have never heard the
r u th . THOMAS GABBUTT.

Bro. E. C. Cowles.
Geneva, Sunday, August 8 —

rhere Bro. T. Finn may appoint.
Liverpool, Sunday, August 22.

Bro. J . B. Cook.
New Bedford, Mass., August 8 b  15.
Boston, <« 22.
Worcester, «« 24.
Pomfret, Ct., (Dea. Thayer’s,) “ 25.
Hartford, Ct., «» 26.
This will leave me one Sunday and intervening 

me to fill as health may enable me. My old bron- 
litis has returned, and I shall be obliged to take 
>me care for health—but shall strive to do what I 

J. b. c.
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The Love of the Father
BT IU1T MU.

Behold the Father’* love,
Toward oarslDfal racel 
He gave hlion'y Sun,
To reicae u* from dealbl 

He aaw u« (porting near the grave, 
Stretched forth hi* arm, that we might live,

A* a mother love* her babe,
And cherishes With care,
Provide* for every want,
Protect* from every fear,

So doth the Father auccor those 
Who look to him for sweet repose.

A* a father chide* hi* ion,
Whene’er be dlsobeysi 
And seek* to win him back,
From all hi* sinful ways:

So God doth chaaten those he love*.
When thoughtlessly from him they rove.

When dangers hover 'round,
And storms of sorrow rise;
When Providence doth frown.
Hi* heart within him dies;

The Fatber's ear i* open still,
Hi* watchful eye is o’er bis child.

But finite minds must foil 
To comprehend In Aril,
The Fatber's tender love,
Toward bis children all I 

But this we know, be loves them well, 
And soon with him they’ll surely dwell!

Pownal, Vt.

JHiscellang.
Original.

The Christians*
Bio. M a r s h :—I may say to you, that here 

the few scattered and persecuted believers in 
the soon coming literal kingdom, of Ood are 
holding on their w a y /  We hold our meetings 
for worship in different schoolhouses surround
ing Plainville. We have had but one meeting 
in the place since the meetinghouse was burned, 
end that meeting was specially to celebrate that 
ordinance the observance of which is to show 
forth the Lord’s death till he come.

At our meetings good attention is given by all, 
and the literal reading and interpretation of 
Scripture seem to commend themselves to the 
hearers; yet but few, comparatively, turn out to 
hear. From what I see, not only in our village, 
but elsewhere, I conclude that worshiping re
ligious assemblies are very small, even in the 
popular churches: in fact, I am led to the con
clusion that there are no popular churches.— 
There is a voluntary expression of unbelief 
emanating from the attendants, or many of them, 
of all these long-established denominations. 1 
would ask, Why is it! The preaching and ex
planations of Scripture given a few years ago, 
which were at that time perfectly satisfactory, 
are now seriously questioned, by not only new 
but old members in the different churches; and 
some so far dissent as to say they n ev er believed 
with the rest of the church in those interpreta
tions. What are we to think in this case, but 
that in this affair as in most other cases of re
ligious progress, the people are ahead of their 
instructors) And will these b lin d  leaders 
much longer mislead those heretofore pliant, but 
now self-enlightened subjects)

I have purposely withdrawn my appointments 
from Plainville, that the present rapidly degene
rating moral and religious condition of the place 
may be charged rightly, and also fall upon the 
heads of those whose only efforts for a year past 
have been to lower the character of religion and 
piety by manifesting their utter disregard of 
charity, of truth, of honesty and of piety. In 
their utter disregard for such things as charity, 
troth, honesty and piety, they (the church) are 
ahead of the world, even extorting expressions 
from them that they are beaten entirely by the 
church.

The ‘pastor’ reviewed your article in the H a r

b inger of about May 20, in which you spoke 
of the loss of the chapel in this place by fire, and 
of the persecutions of our brethren in this place 
by a church professing the largest liberality, &c. 
His review was published in the P a lla d iu m  

some two weeks ago. At the first, I was some

a nxious that you might not see his review, 
a3 the tone of it was such as to discourage edito
rial remarks, asserting that most of your arti
cle was known by yourself and by your corres
pondent to be untrue and intended to deceive.-—
1 write without the review before me. He tells 
the editor, Bro. Hazen, that he found the maiter 
under the head of editorial in the H arb inger, 
that i t . required a notice, but not on account of 
its authority, and winds up by stating that the 
Christian brethren are not persecutors: also, 
that y o u r  brethren, the M a te r ia lis ts , from ’42 
downward, were permitted their freedom of 
opinion and expression, and allowed [with one 
or two exceptions,] to remain in the church un
til it was their pleasure to withdraw.

To prove how true all this is, I would like to 
publish two or three pages of their church-book; 
and as I have two or three pages of it in my 
possession 1 probably shall publish it. They are 
not persecutors—0  no! It is but f r ie n d ly  to call 
us by all such epithets as ‘Millerites,’ ‘Material
ists,’ ’Infidels,’ and the like. It is but fulfiling 
their idea of loving their neighbor as themselves, 
to defame me by eagerly and widely circulating 
the report of my ex p u ls io n  from conference, 
which is not fact. I will state here for the ben
efit of all, that I was dropped from the records of 
the Central C. Conference on a report of a com
mittee. 1 will give that part of the committee’s 
report which recommends it:

“And we think it inexpedient with his present 
Advent opinions and sympathies, and in view of 
his having virtually gone from us to that denom
ination, to retain him as a minister of the Chris
tian Connexion; and that propriety requires that 
his name should be discontinued from our re
cords,”  (Signed,)

O b a d i a h  C h a s e , C hairm an.
J a b e z  C h a d w ic k , C lerk.

There, friends, th ere is no persecution for 
opinion’s sake—0  no! And it was expressly 
stated that they knew nothing against my moral 
or Christian character, but 1 was liable (mind 
you, l ia b le ) , to the charge of ‘anti-ministerial 
conduct.’ Will somebody tell us what ‘anti- 
ministerial’ is)

It is not persecution in them to taunt those 
who may call for my clerical services to say to 
them with scornful and haughty tone, ‘You fol
low after, or ask and obtain, the services of one 
who is n o  m in is te r—has no right to marry; your 
children or daughters live in a state of concubin
age, and their descendants can not inherit their 
properly if they shall have any. W e  have ex 
p e lle d  him. If he is a minister, it is a minister 
of the Devil’s kingdom,’ and so on. Most of 
those expressions are from the lips of him, who, 
in his review of your article, would hurl in your 
teeth, as a foul aspersion, the idea of persecution 
by or from such lamb-like, candid, pious, in
jured people as themselves! And he also tells 
us in#a previous article in the P a lla d iu m  how 
well and strongly united they are, and that for 
the year which he had been among them, he had 
not heard a single jarring note among them.— 
Put the two together, all unite in what any of the 
fraternity do, then look at the above and judg6 
whether it is persecution. No—it can not be, 
because they are so harmonious. Surely, his 
boast that ‘the lash has made its mark,’ is purely 
characteristic.

Your brother in tribulation and hope,
B. B. S c h e n c h . 

Plainville, N. Y., July 5, 1852.

(^French courage proceeds from vanity, the 
German from phlegm, the Turkish from fanati
cism and' opium, the Spanish from pride, thb 
English from coolness, the Dutch from obstinacy, 
the Russian from insensibility, but the Italian 
from anger.

QJ* Some men.devote themselves so exclu
sively to their business, as almost entirely to 
neglect their domestic and social relations. A 
gentleman of this class having failed was asked 
what he intended to do. ‘I am going home,’ 
said he, ‘to get acquainted with my wife and 
children!’

(IT9 A ll things have their season.

AND ADVOCATE.
Original.

A Promise.
BT H. P. SIKES.

“ If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my
love.'1—John xv. 10.

Is this thy voice, 0  my beloved master) Can 
it be that thou wilt lavish thy love upon me— 
me, an insignificant worm—me, an outlaw and 
rebel—me, whose whole being was set on op
posing thee, my Maker, with all my might, and 
transgressing all thy just and holy commands) 
*0 yes,’ I seem lo hear the dear Redeemer, the 
friend of sinners, say, ‘though your ains be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be like wool. 
All your deep-stained iniquities shall be entirely 
blotted out. You shall be pure as the angels, 
who never have sinned. Ere long you shall 
tread the heavenly Canaan, promised your father 
Abraham, and be made blessed and happy to the 
full extent of your capacities. Only trust me, 
and obey my comifiands in the future, and all 
shall be well.’

0 , how blessed are these words, ‘ye sh a ll  
ab ide in  m y love.’ No maiter, then, what poor 
worm of earth hates me; no matter, though all 
men hate me. He that is higher than the high
est, before whom all the children of men are, as 
it were, like grasshoppers, who ‘taketh up the 
isles as a very little thing,’ this glorious Being 
loves me. He loves a confiding, obedient child 
of his Father. My soul, is not this enough)— 
How can you faint with such a prop) How 
can you hang down your head as a bulrush, and 
go weeping, and mourning, while Jesus loves 
you) Think who this Savior is. Reflect, that 
all human love put together, would be like a 
feather to a mountaiu, compared to this of him, 
who is ‘the first among ten thousand,’ and the 
one ‘altogether lovely.’ The attachment of a 
fellow-worm we prize, and justly przie, but 
what is it beside this) Methinks I feel his loving 
arms encircling me, while he points out where 1 
may rest, (as far as rest cQp be obtained in this 
world,) and tells me where 1 may abide. I re
member who it is that promises. It is the Man 
of Calvary— the Man who ‘went about doing 
go30’- h .  was a ‘man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief, despised and rejected of men,’ for my 
sak e ; so poor, that though foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests, yet he had 
not where to lay his head;—the Man who,— 
though Creator and Lord o f the world,— left the 
glory which he had with the Father before the 
world was, and made himself as one of Adam’s 
vile race, underwent a life of the deepest igno
miny, and finally poured out his life’s blood on 
the cross, and all this for such a race! Who, 
but would be constrained to keep all his com
mandments?

Plainfield, Mass.

The Dead Sea and the River Jordan,
B e y o n d  Nebbee Moussa, we came out upon 

the last heights overlooking the Dead Sea, though 
several miles of low hills remained to be passed. 
The head of the Sea was visible so far as the 
Rael-Feshka on the west and the hot fountains 
of Callirhoe on the eastern shore. Further than 
this, all was vapor and darkness. The water 
was of a soft, deep purple hue, brightening into 
blue. Our road led down what seemed a vast 
sloping causeway from the mountains, between 
two ravines, walled by cliffs several hundred 
feet in height. It gradually flattened into a plain, 
covered with white, saline incrustations, and 
grown with clumps of sour willow, tamarisk and 
other shrubs, among which I looked in vain for 
the osier, or Dead Sea apple. The plants ap
peared as if smitten with leprosy, but there were 
some flowers, growing almost to the margin of 
the sea. We reached the shore about 2 p . m .—  
The heat by this time was most severe, and ihe 
air so dense as to occasion pain in the ears.— 
The Dead Sea is 1,300 feet below the Mediter
ranean, and without doubt the lowest part of the 
eaith’s surface. 1 attribute the oppression 1 felt 
to this fact and to the sultriness of the day, 
rather than to any exhalation from the sea 
itself.

We turned our horses’ heads toward the Jor-f7 
dan, and rode on over a dry, barren plain. The 
two Bedouins at first dashed ahead at full gallop, 
uttering cries, and' whirling their long guns in 
the air. The dust they raised was blown in our 
faces, and contained so much salt that my eye* 
began to smart painfully. Thereupon I follow- 
ed them at an equal rate of speed, and we lefts 
long cloud of the accursed soil whirling behind 
us. Presently, however, they fell to the rear, 
and continued to keep at some distance from ut 
The reason of this was soon explained. The path' 
turned eastward, and we already saw a line ofj 
dusky green winding through the wilderness.-. 
This was the Jordan, and the mountain beyond, 
the home of robber Arabs, were close at hand. 
Those robbers frequently cross the river and 
conceal themselves behind the sand-hills on this, 
side. Our brave escort was therefore inclined . 
to put us forward as a forlorn hope, and secure 
their own retreat in case of attack. But as *i 
were all well armed, and had never considered 
their attendance as anything more than a genteel 
way of buying them off from robbing us, we il- 
lowed them to lag as much as they chose. Finally, , 
as we approached itie Pilgrim’s Ford, oneofil 
them took his station at some distance from tM i 
river, on the top of a mound, while the othtil 
got behind some trees near at hand; in order, 
as they said, to watch the opposite hills, ini 
alarm us whenever they should see any of tin „ 
Beni Sukrs, or the Beni Adwaros, or the Tyskh, 
coming down upon us. ;

( The Jordan at this point will not average mon >
| than ten yards in breadth. It flows at the bofr 

tom of a gully about fifteen feet deep, whick r 
traverses the broad valley in a most tortuos 
course. The water has a white, clayey hue, mi 

J is very swift. The changes of the current has 
( formed islands and beds of soil here and thert 
L which are covered with a dense growth of aA 

popular, willow and tamarisk trees. The bank 
I of the river are bordered with thickets, noi 
( overgrown with wild vines and fragrant will 

flowering plants. Birds sing continually in tbtjj 
i cool dark coverts of the trees. 1 found a chore 

in the wild, lonely, luxuriant banks, the tangleij
* undergrowth and the rapid brawling current of? 

the sacred stream, as it slipped in sight and 0*1

J of sight among the trees. It is almost impost; 
’ ble to reach the water at any other point this 

the Ford of the Pilgrims, the supposed locality 
e of the passage of the Israelites and the baptise 
e of Christ. The plain near it is still blackenei 

by the camp-fires of the ten thousand pilgrim 
who went down from Jerusalem three weeb

* ago. We tied our horses to the trees, and prr
 ̂ pared to follow their example, which was net
’ essary, if only to wash off the iniquitous slim

of the Dead Sea. Francois in the mean tin* 
filled two tin flasks from the stream and stowcfl 
them in the saddle-bags. The current was*! 
swift, that one could not venture far without tM 

l* risk of beiDg carried down, but 1 succeeded A 
obtaining a complete and most refreshing iff 

n mersion. The taint of Gomorrah was not entire 
h ly washed away, but I rode off with as greatt
1. sense of relief as if the baptism had been a mod
ie al one, and had purified me from sin.— M  ,8 Taylor's Letter.

in E mbalming—T he New York Courier amJr Enquirer says a process was discovered son* 
to few years since by Da. S ucquet, of Paris, W 
st which bodies can be embalmed in one hour, m 
)n as to preserve them, with the appearance of W 
Jcj ing asleep, without any cutting or mutilating] 
0 except a small incision which ie made for ll# 

n« purpose of injecting a chemical fluid. A body 
>d prepared in this way preserves a healthy bA 
id and even the marks that disease and death o* 
Qr turally leave will pass away. The editor of I* 

same paper remarks that he saw a few days ag*b 
P at the hospital, the body of a man who was kill* 
re four days previous by falling from a windo*l 
°f after it had been taken to the hospital it was e*
— balmed according to Dr. Sucquet’s process, aid 
he though the weather has been eo extremely h*t
— there was not the slightest discoloration. Tl* 
ir- subject was not the best for demonstrating 
he process, as it had sustained some severe briiia* 
jli about the face. Dr. E. P ilate , of New York 
y, has purchased the right for embalming in ttf 
ea country. He refers to Drs. Mott and Berg*

and other scientific men.


