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« Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12.
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WHAT THEN?

Tue winds blow hard. What then?
He holds them in the hollow of his hand;
The furious blasts will sink when his command
Bids them be calm again.

The night is dark. What then?
To Him the darkness is as bright as day.
At His command the shades will flee away,
And all be light again.

The wave is deep. What then ?
For Israel’s host the waters upright stood,
And He whose power controlled that raging flood,
Still succors helpless men.
—Glolden Censer.

Geneval Axlicles,

ACCEPTABLE CONFESSION.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have

merey.”

Tae conditions of obtaining mercy of God
are simple and just and reasonable. The
Lord does not require us to do some grievous
thing, in order that we may have the forgive-
ness of sin. We need not take long and
wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful
penances to commend our souls to the God of
Heaven, or to expiate our transgression; but
he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall
have mercy. This is a precious promise
given to fallen man to encourage him to trust
in the God of love, and to seek for eternal
life in his kingdom. :

We read th{;t Daniel, the prophet of God,
was a man  greatly beloved” of Heaven. Ee
held a high position in the courts of .Bab.y-
lon, and served and honored God ahke. in
prosperity or trial; and yet he humb}cd him-
self and confessed his sin, and the sin of his
people.  With deep sorrow of heart he ac-
knowledged: “We have sinned, imfl have
committed iniquity, and have done Yvwkedlyy
and have rebelled, even by departing from
thy precepts and from thy judgments; neither

kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all
the people of the land.
ness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confu-
sion of faces, as at this day; to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are
far off, through all the countries whither thou
hast driven them, because of their trespass
that they have trespassed against thee.”

Daniel did not seek to excuse himself or
his people before God; but in humility and
contrition of soul he confessed the full extent
and demerit of their transgressions, and vindi-
cated God’s dealings as just toward a nation
that had set at naught his requirements and
would not profit by his entreaties.

There is great need to-day of just such
sincere heart-felt repentance and confession.
Those who have not humbled their souls before
God in acknowledging their guilt, have not yet
fulfilled the first condition of acceptance. If
we have not experienced that repentance not
to be repented of, and have not confessed
our sin with true humiliation of soul and
brokenness of spirit, abhorring our iniquity,
we have never sought truly for the forgiveness
of sin; and if we have never sought, we have
never found the peace of God. The only rea-
son why we may not have remission of sins
that are past, is that we are not willing to
humble our proud hearts, and comply with
the conditions of the word of truth. There
is explicit instruction given concerning this
matter. Confession of sin, whether public or
private, should be heart-felt and freely ex-
pressed. It is not to be urged from the sin-
ner. Tt is not to be made in a flippant and
careless way, or forced from those who have
no realizing sense of the abhorrent charac-
ter of sin. The confession that is mingled
with tears and sorrow, that is the outpouring
of the inmost soul, finds its way to the God
of infinite pity. Says the psalmist, “The
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite

O Lord, righteous-

spirit.”

There are too many confessions like Pha-
raoh when he was suffering the judgments of
God. He acknowledged his sin, to escape
further punishment, but returned to his defi-
ance of Heaven as soon as the plagues were

stayed. Balaam’s confession was of a similar
character. Terrified by the angel standing
in his pathway with drawn sword, he ac-
knowledged his guilt, lest he should lose his
life.
sin, no contrition, no conversion of purpose,
no abhorrence of evil, and no worth or virtue
in his confession. Judas Iscariot, after be-
traying his Lord, returned to the priests, ex-
claiming, “I have sinned in that I have be-
trayed the innocent blood.” But his confes-
sion was not of such a character as would
commend him to the mercy of God. It was
forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense
of condemnation, and a fearful looking for of
judgment. The consequences that were to re-
sult to him, drew forth this acknowledgment
of his great sin. There was no deep, heart-
breaking grief in his soul that he had delivered
the Son of God to be mocked, scourged, and
crucified, that he had betrayed the holy One
of Israel into the hands of wicked and un-
scrupulous men. His confession was only
prompted by a selfish and darkened heart.
After Adam and Eve hgd partaken of the
forbidden fruit, they were filled with a sense
of shame and terror. At first their only
thought was, how to excuse their sin before
God, and escape the dreaded sentence of
death. When the Lord inquired concerning
their sin, Adam replied, laying the guilt
partly upon God, and partly upon his com-
panion: “The woman whom thou gavest to be
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did
eat.” The woman put the blame upon the
serpent, saying, “The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat.” Why did you make the ser-
pent? Why did you suffer him to come into
Eden? These were the questions implied in
her excuse for her sin, thus charging God with
the responsibility of their fall. The spirit of
self-justification originated in the father of lies,
and has been exhibited by all the sons and
daughters of Adam. Confessions of this order
are not inspired by the divine Spirit, and will
not be acceptable before Heaven. True re-
pentance will lead men to bear their guilt
themselves, and acknowledge it withoeut de-
ception or hypocrisy. Like the poor publi-
can, not lifting up so much as their eyes unto
heaven, they will smite upon their breast and
ery, “God be merciful to me a sinner,” and
those who do acknowledge their guilt, will be

There was no genuine repentance for
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justified; for Jesus will plead his blood in be-
half of the repentant soul.

It is no degradation for man to bow down
before his Maker and confess his sins and
plead for forgiveness through the merits of a
crucified and risen Saviour. It is noble to
acknowledge your wrong before Him whom
you have wounded by transgression and re-
bellion. It lifts you up before men and an-
gels, for “he that humbleth himself shall be
exalted.” But he who kneels before fallen
man, and opens in confession the secret
~thoughts and imaginations of his heart, is dis-
honoring himself by debasing his manhood,
and degrading every noble instinct of his soul.
In unfolding the sins of his life to a priest
corrupted with wine and licentiousness, his
standard of character is lowered, and he is
defiled in consequence. His thought of God
is degraded to the likeness of sinful humanity ;
for the priest stands as a representative of
God.
to fallen man, that accounts for much of the
increasing evil which is defiling the world,
and fitting it for the final destruction.

There are confessions that the Lord has
bidden us to make to one another, but they
are of an entirely different order. If you have
wronged your brother by word or deed, you
are to “first be reconciled to thy brother,” be-
fore your worship will be acceptable to
Heaven. Says the apostle: “Confess your
faults one to another, and pray one for an-
other, that ye may be healed.” This script-
ure has been interpreted to sustain the prac-
tice of going to the priest for absolution, but it
has no such application. Confess your sins
to God who only can forgive them, and your
faults one to another. If you have given of-
fense to your friend or neighbor, you are to
acknowledge your wrong, and it is his duty
to freely forgive you. Then you are to seek
the forgiveness of God, because the brother
whom you woundéd is the property of God,
and in injuring him you sinned against his
Creator and Redeemer. The case is not
brought before the priest at all, but before the
only true mediator, our great High Priest,
who “was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin,” and who is “touched with
the feeling of our infirmities,” and is able to
cleanse from every stain of iniquity.

When David sinned against Uriah and his
wife, he pleaded before God for forgiveness.
He declares: “Against thee, thee only have
I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight.”
All wrong done to others reaches back from
the injured one to God. Therefore David
seeks for pardon, not from a priest, but from
the Creator of man. He prays: “Have mercy
upon me, O God, according to thy loving-
kindness; according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions.”

True confession is always of a specific char-
acter, and acknowledges particular sins. They
may be of such a nature as ouly to be brought
before God ; they may be wrongs that should
be confessed before individuals who have suf-
fered injury through them; or they may be
of a general kind that should be made known
in the congregation of the people, But all

T ¢ P . .
It is this degrading confession of man

confession should be definite, and to the point,
acknowledging the very sins of which you
have been reproved by the Spirit of God.

When Isracl was oppressed by the Ammon-
ites, the chosen people made a plea before God
that illustrates the definite character of truc
confession: “And the children of Israel cried
unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned against
thee, both because we have forsaken our God,
and also served ‘Baalim. And the Lord said
unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver
you from the Egyptians, and from the Amo-
rites, from the children of Ammon, and from
the Philistines? Yet ye have for-
saken me, and served other gods; wherefore I
will deliver you no more. Go and ery unto
the gods which ye have chosen; let them de-
liver you in the time of your tribulation.
And the children of Israel said, We
have sinned ; do thou unto us whatsoever seem-
eth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray
thee, this day.” Then they began to act in
harmony with their confessions and prayers.
“They put away the strange gods from among
them, and served the Lord.” And the Lord’s
great heart of love was grieved, “was grieved
for the misery of Israel.”

Confession will not be acceptable to God
without sincere repentance and reformation.
There must be decided changes in the life;
everything offensive to God must be put away.
This will be the result of genuine sorrow for
sin. Says Paul, speaking of the work of re-
pentance: “Ye sorrowed after a goodly sort;
what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what
clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation,
yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire,
yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all
things ye have approved yourselves to be
clear in this matter.”

In the days of Samuel, the Israelites wan-
dered from God. They were suffering the con-
sequences of sin, for they had lost their faith
in God, lost their discernment of his power
and wisdom to rule the nation, lost their con-
fidence in his ability to defend and vindicate
his cause. They turned from the great Ruler
of the universe, and desired to be governed as
were the nations around them. Before they
found peace they made this definite confes-
sion: “We have added unto all our sins this
evil, to ask us a king.” The very sin of which
they were convicted, had to be confessed.
Their ingratitude pressed their souls and sev-
ered them from God.

When sin has deadened the moral percep-
tions, the wrong-doer does not discern the de-
fects of his character, nor realize the enormity
of the evil he has committed ; and unless he
yields to the convicting power of the Holy
Spirit, he remains in partial blindness to his
sin. His confessions are not sincere and in
earnest. To every acknowledgment of hig
guilt, he adds an apology in excuse of hig
course, declaring that, if it had not been for
certain circumstances, he would not have done
this or that, for which he is reproved. But
the examples in God’s word of genuine repent-
ance and humiliation reveal a spirit of con-
fession in which there is no excuse for sin,
nor attempts at self-justification.

Paul did not seek to shield himself; he
paints his sin in the darkest shades, aggravat-
He said :
“Many of the saints did T shut up in prison,
having received authority from the chief
priests; and when they were put to death, I
gavemy voice against them. And I punished
them oft in every synagogue, and com-
pelled them to blaspheme; and being exceed-
ingly mad against them, I persecuted them
even unto strange cities.” e did not hesi-
tate to declare that “ Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

ing rather than lessening his guilt.

The humble and broken heart, subdued by
genuine repentance, will appreciate some-
thing of the love of God, and the cost of Cal-
vary ; and as a son confesses to a loving father,
so will the truly penitent bring all his sins be-
fore God. And it is written, “ If we confess
our sing, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness.”

o @4o

CHRIST’S HUMANITY.

Our Lord’s temptation in the wilderness
was no tableau, or passion-play, for our moral
edification. It was as real a spiritual testing
as that which you or I undergo in the de-
cisive moments of our life. He was “in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.” Every solicitation of the tempter was
made to distinctively human instincts and
passions,—hunger, gelf-conceit, and ambition.
And each was repelled as we must repel them,
by faith in God and an appeal to his com-

, mandment.

There is a class of acts which spring so di-
rectly out of the sympathies which one hu-
man being feels for another, that we call them
“humane.” Such humanity marks the whole
intercourse of Jesus with the men of his gen-
eration. Even those mighty works which most
unmistakably attest his inherent divine power,
are done not as an angel from another sphere,
nor as a descended Deity would do them.
Both in the selection of the acts and of the in-
dividuals in whose behalf they were wrought,
and in the spirit and manner of the acts, tl;lcy
were the kind of deeds we class as kindnesses,
because embodying a yearning toward one’s
kind. They were done in gentleness, and
s?metimes with tears. They indicated con-
SI.dcrute allowance for, and a tender appre-
ciation of, circumstances, There are fathom-
less depths of meaning in the testimony to his
acts of healing that “himself took our infirm-
ities and bare our sicknesses.”

The Master’s teachings were all saturated
with the same quality. It was true that
“never man spake like this man,” but it was
because no speaker ever embodied so much
humanity in so few words. It is this which
l§us made his teachings the only perennial in
literature, as fresh and intelligible, as vital
and vitalizing, in this day as when they were
spoken. Alike their aim, their illustrations,
their universal and every-day application,
their tone of brotherhood, and their human
standpoint and level, show how literally the
Word was made flesh and duels among us,
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Our Lbrd’s manner of life was intensely
human. He suffered from the most common
physical causes, such as hunger and thirst, heat
and fatigue. He avoided danger. He suffered
under depression of spirits. He felt, as keenly
as he perceived in others, the pangs of a
wounded heart. He was a homeless wanderer
and yet deeply enjoyed the cheer and comfort of
the friendly homes which were open to him.
He conformed to the habits of his day, and
affected no singularity of dress or mode of liv-
ing. He was reproached as “a friend. of
publicans and sinners.” In that phrase ap-
pears the very tenderest and truest token of
his human-heartedness. He, the Word made
flesh, sought out especially those who had
been dragged lowest by the flesh, with its af-
fections and lusts. And it was the touch of
his human hand, and the human tone and
thrill of his voice, which awakened the smoth-
ered conscience and aspiration of their nat-
ures. There is a force which we are apt to
overlook in that word of his, “The Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was
lost.” This is the picture of that whole life,
—this figure of a searching Saviour, moving
among the ruins of the world for the lost pearl,
for the lost sheep. Because he was the Son
of man, therefore the children of men were
not consumed by his coming.— Rev. Francis N.
Zabriskie, D. D.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE.

Tue Bible is the stronghold of Christianity.
The churches could not maintain themselves
without it. Its words, sounding down all the
centuries, freighted with the joys and griefs
and exultant hopes and victories of saints
through past millenniums, vocal even with
the thoughts of angels, and full of the expres-
sion of Christ himself, are accepted as the word
of God. Infidelity, spiritism, every antago-
nist system, smites at the Bible, scoffs at this
divine word, would weaken, would gladly de-
stroy its authority. It stands the same old
Bible, with the memory of the dead in it;
with the warm loves of childhood in it; with
the woe of our trials reverberating in its mel-
ancholy experiences, and with the joys of our
better days ringing in its psalms and proph-
ecies like chimes of musical bells above our
lower life. It is always God’s word. The
better life of the people is in it. Its words
are like choice music which we cannot for-
get; its promises are like faces that ever b.eax.n
on us in their remembered expression; it is
like a life within our life, warming and refresh-
ing and invigorating us.—Rev. Burdett Hart,

D. D, @

PERSONALITIES AND ILL REPORTS.

Kegp clear of personalities in. general con-
versation. Talk of things, objects, thouglﬁs.
The gmallest minds occupy themselves ‘w1th
personalities. Personalities must sometimes
be talked, because we have to learn and find
out men’s characteristics for legitimate ob-
jeets; but it is to be with confidential persons.
Do not heedlessly report ill of others. Th(if'e
are times when we are compelled to say, I

do not think Bouncer a true and honest man.”
But where there is no need to express an opin-
ion, let poor Bouncer swagger away. Others
will take his measure, no doubt, and save you
the trouble of analyzing him and instructing
them. And as far as possible dwell on the
good side of human beings. There are family
boards where a constant process of depreciat-
ing, assigning motives and cutting up char-
acter goes forward. They are not pleasant
places. One who is healthy does not wish
to dine at a dissecting table. There is evil
enough in man, God knows! but it is not
the mission of every young man and woman
to detail and report it all. Keep the atmos-
phere as pure as possible, and fragrant with
gentleness and charity.—Dr. John Hall.

NECESSITY, INVIOLABILITY, AND SANC-

TION OF MORAL LAW.

Ir God be a moral being and a moral gov-
ernor, there must be a moral law. We can-
not suppose a moral governor without a
moral law; in reason, the one implies the
other.

As the Supreme Being is the moral gov-
ernor of the universe, the moral law can be
nothing else than an expression of his will;
if, therefore, the character of the Divine Be-
ing be perfectly holy and immutable, the
moral law must be so. ;

Like other laws, the moral law is inexora-
ble—it cannot license or pardon transgres-
sion. To suppose that the law could permit
sin, would be to say either that God is un-
holy, or that he permitted what is contrary to
his own will, which is absurd. 3

Besides, if God is benevolent, he would not
license sin, because, as we have scen, the
transgression involves evil to the transgressor.
God would not, therefore, as a benevolent
being, permit sin, except as a part of a system
where progress and compensation were intro-
duced, that would in the end remove the evil
or bring good out of it.

The characteristic inviolability in the law
is adjusted to the moral convictions of the
beings who are subject to it. No one can,
without doing violence to his reason and con-
science, affirm that God ought to make a law
that would license a single sin. The holy
inviolability of the law finds a sanction in the

moral constitution of every intelligent subject |

of God’s Government. No sane man will say,
even in his own case, that God ought to make
a law that would permit him to commit a
single transgression.

Now, if God cannot, from the necessities of
his nature, make a law that will permit sin;
if he ought not to make such a law; and if he
has so constituted man that, as a moral being,
he cannot approve of such a law.—then, the

force of all these considerations combined

puts the truth beyond question, that the
moral law of God, like all other laws, cannot
permit a single transgression. And, while it
allows of no sin, it makes no provision for
pardon. The promise of life is on the one
only condition of perfect and perpetual obe-
dience. No law can proclaim pardon for the

transgression of its own requirements without
annulling itself. It may provide, in some °
cases, for compensation—as for an injury in-
flicted a compensation may be rendered to
the person injured; but to provide a pardon
for the transgression of its own precept is not
in the nature of law.

Besides, as in other laws, if pardon were
offered to a sinner without obedience, the
proposition would be preposterous, and the
promise a nullity, because God has constituted
the soul, as he has all things else, so that life is
found only in obedience. To pardon a sinner,
therefore, while he continues a sinner, is
morally impossible, and were it possible, in
any sense, under the divine government, it
would be without benefit to man.

As in other instances, the first departure
from obedience in man creates a tendency to
continued departing. Any derangement, either
in_the physical or moral system, is self-aggra-
vating and self-perpetuating, without aid from
other parts. A single act of sin is a depart-
ure from rectitude, and the departure strength-
ens the depraved tendency. Sin enfeebles
man’s moral nature.” The conservative or
recuperative power of his moral constitution
grows less by every act of transgression.
Conscience becomes less potential, and the
will more inclined to err ; in other words, the
strength of moral emotion is abated, and evil
inclination strengthened by every act of trans-
gression.  As the exercise of any bodily mem-
ber increases its strength, so the exercise of
our moral faculties, whether in a good or bad
direction, increases the inclination of the will
to do good or evil. Thus sin begets sin. The
power of sin over the soul increases by sin-
ning. This is human experience, and it
agrees with human observation in relation to
the effect of transgression in all other cases.
One sin puts the soul in the “road to ruin”
as certainly as the tirst movement of a weight
down an inclined plane tends to accelerate
momentum and to prevent return. The
death penalty exists in moral law by the
same necessity that it does in physical and
organic laws. :

The moral law is universal in its applica-
tion to moral beings. It binds all angels and
all men to love God supremely, and their neigh-
bor as themselves. Sin not only injures the
moral character: of the transgressor, but evil
influence and evil example produce evil in
other subjects of the same moral Government.
If sin had no evil effect upon beings of a
sphere higher than that of man, still it has
the twofold effect of injuring the transgressor
and of imparting injury to others of his
own class in the moral world. But analogy
teaches that all beings bound by the same
laws are, or may be, affected by each other’s

transgressions; and likewise, that classes re-

lated in the same economy affect each other
as individuals; and this relationship must
continue so long as law exists, and so long as
spirits continue free, whether in this world or
the next. The death penalty, then, in meral
law, is necessary, for the same reasons that
exist in all other cases. Unless there can be
restoration to obedience, and compensation
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for the evil done, the good of the whole de-
mands the destruction of the transgressor.

In addition to the reasons which have been
mentioned, reasons connected with law in all
departments of the universe, that the death
penalty is necessary in order to the good of
the whole system, there are moral considerations,
which add their weight in cases where the
moral law is transgressed. Everyone can see
that an agent, knowing good and evil, is not
only bound by moral obligations to benefit
others, but when he does a moral act which
he knows will produce injury to other beings,
he is guilty for that moral injury as well as
for the injury done to himself. In all un-
reasoning things there can be only a legal
connection between transgression and its con-
sequences. But human transgression has this
necessary legal connection with its conse-
quences; and besides this, a knowledge of
the wrong adds moral guilt to transgressign.
The evil done to others, likewise, of which he
has knowledge, is often numerically and
morally greater than that which acerues to
himself, as the interests of many are greater
than the interests of one. In moral law,
therefore, pardon and compensation to avert
the consequences of evil done to others is
especially necessary. The restoration must
go further than the recovery of the individ-
ual transgressor, because the evil goes further.
A sinner who has influenced others to evil is
guilty, in part at least, for the evil in others
as well as for that in himself. His own res-
toration, or return to obedience, covers only a
portion of the evil growing out of his trans-
gression.

The currents of evil and rebellion which
the sinner, before repentance, originated or
accelerated in other minds, do not cease with
his death or repentance; they run on in the
life-stream of others. A transgressor may be
—he often is—restored to obedience himself,
while those whom he influenced to sin con-
tinue in the ways of disobedience. As one
may recover from a contagious disease while
those die to whom he communicated his dis-
order, so one may repent from disobedience
while those whom he influenced previously
to his penitence continue disobedient sub-
jects of the divine Government; and unless
there be recuperative moral energy in the
system to which the sinner, with his deranged
moral nature, belongs, there can be no res-
toration of the offender, and therefore no
pardon; and even if he be restored, the guilt
which he caused in others continues, and res-
toration or compensation in their case is
needed before the effects of his sin are re-
moved or counteracted, and before he can be
pardoned according to law.

The death penalty, then, acerues under the
moral law with additional moral considerations
enforcing its necessity. From this death pen-
alty of moral law, for moral transgression,
there can be no redemption, except by resto-
ration of the transgressor to obedience, and
compensation for the evil which his sin has
occasioned in the moral Government of God.

Of the things which we have written this is
the sum. Law and penalty are not chimeras,

nor incidental and mutable relations of things;
they are necessities of the creation. Law is
higher and holier than life; it is necessary to
the existence of life. Penalty is a necessity
of law ; it is necessary to the existence of law
it is necessary to the good of the whole.
Where transgression exists, pardon, or happi-
ness, or safety is impossible. Law is inex-
orable. Ignorance of its provisions does not
avert and only qualifies or graduates the pen-
alty of moral law. The first transgression
puts penalty in progress, and places the sub-
ject in the road to ruin. Restoration to order
and obedience is possible within certain
limits; but safety is impossible and pardon
absurd, unless two conditions are complied
with, viz. : the restoration of the transgressor, and the
restoration of those affected by his influence; or,
restoration of the transgressor, and compensation
which will counterwork and eventually remove the
derangement from the system. In cases of de-
rangement, recovery or compensation cannot
be accomplished by the deranged subject, but
must arise from sources out of or above the
derangement; but either restoration or de-
struction is necessary and certain.

In the application of these general princi-
ples to man, there are two classes of laws
which apply—one to his organism as a cor-
poreal being, the other to his spiritual nature.
The penalties of organic sins are inflicted
upon the body, and are, therefore, temporal
and legal; spiritual penalties are inflicted
upon the soul. Pain that accompa-
nies derangement is not the whole of penalty ;
it indicates that derangement exists, and ac-
companies it until restoration or destruction
ensue. When recovery is not effected, the
destruction of the subject is the natural and
necessary penalty of transgression.

The moral law, in its application to man
as a spiritual being, possesses the same char-
acteristics as physical and organic laws. Its
nature is inviolable and inexorable, and its
penalties immutable. There may be pardon
after obedience is restored, and compensation
for evils made, which the transgressor him-
self cannot effect; but without these, “thou
shalt surely die,” is decreed by legal, natural,
and moral necessity.—Rev. James B. Walker.

THE SAVIOUR'S PRAYER VS. SATAN’S

PURPOSE.

Tug sifting of Peter was very real and very
effectual. The old version reads: “And the
Lord said, S8imon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat.” From this, reading the natural in-
ference is that the getting hold of Peter was a
strong desire on the part of the adversary but
would not be granted, for says Jesus: “But
I'have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.”
Turning now to the new revision we get al-
together a different view of the Saviour's
words. He said: “Simon, Simon, behold, Sa-
tan asked to have you, that he might sift you
as wheat.” Here we find that the desire of
the adversary found expression in words;
that he had actually made request to God for
the privilege of testing the constancy of this

disciple. Now go a step farther and notice
the margin of the revision. It reads: “Sa-
tan hath obtained you by asking, that he
might sift you as wheat.” The request made
to God was granted. Peter had already, at
this time, been placed in the fan of Satan and
he was being sifted as wheat. And how ter-
ribly he was tossed about! During this or-
deal, as the disciple stood crouching as a
guilty culprit before that little coterie of low
servants around the midnight fire, uttering
with vile oaths his denial of his Master, how
little pure grain there seemedein him? ¢ But,”
the Lord had said, “I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not.” The prayer of Jesus
had been set over against the prayer of Satan,
—not that Peter should not be sifted, but
that in the end his faith should be triumph-
ant.— Occident.

VRO WTH:

Tur prophet Isaiah says, Thou wilt “keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee.” There are a great many excellent
people who often wonder why they do not
feel the “peace” the Lord has promised,
forgetting meanwhile that their minds are
not stayed on him. No need have they to
expect peace unless they are resting on di-
vine strength ; peace does not come to drifting
souls, only to those rooted in Jesus Christ.
If firmly rooted there is growth. Somecone
has said: “We have the likenesses of our

boys taken on every birthday, and twelve of -

the annual portraits are now framed in one
picture, so that we see them at a glance from
their babyhood to their youth. Suppose such
photographic memorials of our own spiritual
life had been taken and preserved, would
there be a regular advance as in these boys,
or should we still have been exhibited in the
perambulator? Have not some grown awhile,
and then suddenly dwarfed? Have not oth-
ers gone back to babyhood? Here is a wide
field for reflection.” I hardly think there
is one who would hesitate to answer these
gearching questions in the affirmative. If
there is no growth in the branch, there is nei-
ther blossom nor fruit, but there certainly is
separation from the Vine.

Bowes says: “The fruits Christians bear are
not in every case, and at all times, the same.
The plant of prosperity stands in the gar-
den, and yields the rich fruit of thankfulness,
whilst adversity brings forth sweet patience,
suspense gently blossoms into hope, and serv-
ice gradually ripens happiness. But every
kind is beautiful in its season.”

Another in commenting upon the art of
planting grape-vines in the laboratory, out of
sight of the passing observer, and applying
chemicals to their roots, which make the vines
luxuriant, and the fruit prolific in its season,
remarks: “The root is concealed, but the vines
climb out and the fruit spreads itself before
men. Emblem of the Christian life. The
Christian is ‘rooted and built up in Christ,’
out of sight of the world’s gaze, but his fruit
will reveal him.”

“A certain man had a fig tree planted in his

y
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vineyard; and he came and sought fruit there-
on, and found none. Then said he unto the
dresser of his vineyard, Behold these three
years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and
find none; cut it down; why cumbereth it
the ground ?”

Oh, the infinite patience of the Master of
the vineyard! Year after year he comes look-
ing for ripe fruit and for golden sheaves,
and yet in many a professed worker’s hands
he finds nothing but leaves.

Ryle says of this class: “ They grieve me to
the heart, they make my blood run cold.
For anything that man’s eye can see, they
make no -progress. They never seem to get
on. Years roll on, and they are just the
same,—the same besetting sins, the same in-
firmities of disposition, the same weakness in
trial, the same chilliness of heart, the same
apathy, the same faint resemblance to Christ
—but no new knowledge, no increased in-
terest in the kingdom, no new strength, no
new fruits, as if they grew. Are they not
forgetting that growth is a proof of life—that
even the yew tree grows, and ‘the snail and
the sloth move? Are they not forgetting
how awfully far a man may go, and yet not
be a true Christian? He may be like a wax-
work figure, the very image of a believer, and
yet not have within him the breath of God.”

Karamsin, the Russian traveler, having ob-
served Lavater’s diligence in study, visiting
the sick and relieving the poor, and greatly
surprised at his activity,said to him: “ Whence
have you so much strength of mind and power
of endurance?”

“My friend,” replied he, “man rarely wants
the power to work when he possesses the will;
the more I labor in the discharge of my du-
ties, so much the more ability and inclination
to labor do I constantly find within myself.”

Our wills must be submerged in the will of
our Lord and Master to make us faithful
workers in the great vineyard, it will retard
our growth to forget that fact for even one
moment.— Earnest Gilmore,in Christian at Work.

DA o

CONFESS YOUR FAULTS.

WaeN we find ourselves exhibiting some
infirmity of temper, or guilty of some gross
error in conduct which has made us ashamed
of ourselves and has caused others to blush
for us, how soon, instead of bravely and nobly
acknowledging our fault, we begin an active
and diligent search for some justification of
ourselves. We generally manage to find it,
somehow, even if the offense has been com-
mitted against those whom we really most
love. If we have been selfish, is it not justly
attributable to early indulgence, and not to
any cultivation of selfishness by oursel\{es'?
If we have been untrue in word or deed, is it
not because in our early lives we Were taught
untruthfulness by others? If we have been
indifferent to the wants of others, we excuse
ourselves, or try to do so, because W€ have
never ourselyes felt the pinchings of .want.
If we havg been sour and envious, it is be-
cause we have suffered disappointments a_nd
Poverty. And so we go on blindly grasping

for comfort, at all possible excuses, while we
have, all the time, an abiding conviction that
we have been mean, unjust, and despicable,
and are without excuse before both God and
man for being so. We exhibit a true manli-
ness only when, discarding all such ragged ex-
cuses, we acknowledge our fault, and resolve
by God’s help to tear it up by the roots, even
if the uprooting takes all our self-conceit with
it.—Interior.

PP e

VINE AND BRANCH.

THE result aimed at in the ordinary grafting
process is to give the engrafted branch the
benefit of the vital energy of the stock of which
it is made a member. From the time the
graft takes effect, the stock is expected to aban-
don the production of the fruit proper to it,
and to lend itself wholly to the production of
the kind of fruit proper to the engrafted branch.
Of the branch it is expected that it trans-
mute the sap furnished it from the stock into
juices like its own.

Under this process a stock whose natural
fruit is valueless, becomes a vigorous agent in
producing fruit that shall gladden the eye and
delight the palate of the lover of good grapes.
The whole energy of the stock is engrossed in
helping the engrafted branch to be fruitful after
the braach’s own kind: and the work of the
branch consists in so utilizing the vitalities
yielded by the main stem as to furnish the
husbandman with a new abundance of its own
precious fruit.

But the Saviour says, “I am the Vine, ye
are the branches.” The analogies intimated
here are obvious and manifold and affluent of
instruction. But it is curious to notice that
one of the richest lessons is furnished at the
point where the analogy completely breaks
down. The real branch of the great Vine is
in that Vine not by nature but by an act of
engrafting. The Holy Spirit is the agent.
Through his mighty power the soul becomes
a member of the Christ-Vine.

But mark how the end, aim, and process are
reversed. Not now is the Vine to stimulate
the engrafted soul to a continuous and more
abundant production of its own natural fruit.
Not here is it the office of the engrafted soul-
branch to transmute the life it receives from
the Vine into its own original and proper fruit.
The very reverse of all this is the law of action.
The life in the Vine is to take entire posses-
sion of the organs of the branch, to drown out
that old life, and enable and constrain the
branch to say, ¢ Nevertheless, drowned though
I am, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me.”

Here, let us suppose, is a vine that bears
small, wild, sour grapes, and a branch of it is
engrafted upon a vigorous Catawba vine, and
such is the force of vitality in that Catawba
vine, that with its life it takes full possession
of the organs of the engrafted stem and con-
strains it to hang itself full of luscious Cataw-
bas. Such is the normal effect of the spiritual
engrafting into Christ. The divine life in
Christ the Vine seeks to take such possession
of the believer’s spiritual nature as to make

all their outgoings Christ-like; to hang the
human branch full of those glorious grapes
—Ilove, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. But
for sin hindering in the soul such would be-
the result.

The obvious duty of the believer is, then,
to do what he may to rid his soul of obstacles
to the play of the Christ-life introduced when
he is born again, and to facilitate the flow of
that life through his being. It is the effect of
unbelief, worldliness, apathy, neglect of duty,
indulgence of evil passion, and such like, to
hang the engrafted branch over with small,
sickly, unsightly fruit.—7The Rev. Dr. W. P.
Breed, in Episcopal Recorder.

PP,

WE shou’d not murmur or repine at the
chastisements of our heavenly Father. They
may appear to us to be very grievous and hard
to endure, but we should remember that he
does not afflict willingly, or without cause, the
children of men. The chastisements of his
hand are designed for our profit. We are so
much disposed to forget God, and place our
affections on the world, that he sometimes
finds it necessary to take away our dearest
idols, and embitter our sweetest earthly joys,
that he may show us the uncertainty of
earthly things, and draw our hearts to him-
self, the great fountain of good. Instead of
meekly submitting to his will, and learning
wisdom by the things that we suffer, we may
rebel against the divine providence, harden
our hearts, and bring greater evils upon us.
We should give heed to the inspired admoni-
tion, and in the day of adversity consider that
“affliction cometh not from the east nor from
the west”—does not come by chance. There
is a God that governeth on the earth, and rul-
eth among the children of men. Let us meekly
submit ourselves into his hand, be resigned to
his will, and instead of placing our affections
on creature good, place them on him who is
the source of all true blessedness.—Selected.

THERE is much truth in the old adage, that
as rust eats iron, so does care the heart. It
is not work so much as worry that wears
people out. Constant anxiety breaks down
the spirit and destroys its energy. No won-
der, then, that Christ exhorts us to take no
thought for to-morrow—mnot to be anxious
about the future. And to the same effect is
the exhortation of the apostle, “Be careful
for nothing.” We do not understand this to
mean that we are not to use proper exertions
to bring about desired and worthy ends, but
that having done our duty, we are confidently
to commit all into the hand of God, and leave
results with him. In this way we cast our
burden and care upon the Lord, knowing that
whatever the result may be, it will be for the
best. With this assurance, the believing heart
has no cause for anxiety or fear, for he knows
that “all things shall work together for his
good.” What a consoling assurance is this.—
Selected.

-4

Don’r wait until people are dead, to speak
a good word for them.



166

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol 14, No. 11.

@g& Syl the Gimes.

* Can ye not discern the signs of the times?”

E. J. WAGGONER, |
Aroxzo T. JoxEs, |

CORRESPONDING EDITORS.
S. N. HASKELL, Gro. I. BurLER.

Eprrors.

OAxLAND, CAL., SIXTH-DAY, MARCH 16, 1888.

THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST. NO. 13.

In the preceding articles of this series, it has been
shown that Spiritualism is essentially antichrist, be-
cause it is wholly of the devil, and directly opposed
to Christianity. It has been shown by positive tes-
timony that Spiritualism is based upon the theory
that man is naturally immortal, and that death does
not end his existence. Thisidea is, in fact, the whole
of Spiritualism. But this, we have seen, naturally
leads to a denial of God and his moral Government,
and makes every man his own judge; in short, it
assumes for every man the attributes and prerogatives
that belong to God ; and since human nature is fallen,
and its tendency, when unrestrained by some power
outside of itself, is downward, the doctrine of the nat-
ural immortality of man is the germ out of which
has grown all the evil that has cursed this earth.
The claim 1.as been made that no person who holds
to that doctrine has any warrant against becoming
an avowed Spiritualist, and that however much a
person may think himself opposed to Spiritualism,
he is essentially a Spiritualist if he believes in the
conscious existence of the dead. This claim has
been substantiated by many Spiritualistic quotations
taken from professedly evangelical publications. The
argument, in short, is this: The doctrine of the nat-
ural immortality of the soul inevitably leads to Spir-
itualism, and Spiritualism is from its very nature op-
posed to God and every vital principle of morality.

But Spiritualism as a distinct system is not the
only exhibition of antichrist. By the expressions
“that man of sin,” and “the son of perdition” in
2 Thess. 2:3, the apostle makes undoubted reference
to the Papacy. Now of that “man of sin” he says
that it “opposeth and exalteth itself above all that
is called God or that is worshiped.” Then of course
Roman Catholicism must also be a manifestation of
the spirit of antichrist. It has already been shown
that Catholicism is essentially Spiritualism, in that it
teaches that the dead are conscious, and that the liv-
ing can communicate with them, and that the living
and the dead may render assistance to each other;
therefore we shall notice only two points that are pe-
caliar to Catholicism, which show it to be antichrist.
Both of these points depend wholly on the doctrine
of the conscious state of the dead.

The first dogma to be noticed is that of purgatory.
In the “Catholic Christian Instructed,” pages 150,
151, that doctrine is thus briefly stated :—

“Some there are, though I fear but few, that have
defore their death so fully cleared their accounts wt;:l(;
the Divine Majesty, and ‘washed away all their staing
in tue blood of the Lamb, as to go straight to Heaven
after death; and such as those stand in no need of
our prayers. Others there are, and their numbers
are very great, who die in the guilt of deadly sin, and
such as these go straight to heﬁ like the rich glutton
in the gospel (St. Luke 16), and therefore cannot he
bettered by our prayers. But, besides these two
kinds, there are many Christians, who, when they die,
are neither so perfectly pure and clean as to exempt
them from the least spot or stain, nor yet so unhappy
as to die under the spot of unrepented ‘deacﬁy
sin. Now such as these the church %eelieves to be,
for a time, in a middle state, which we call urgatory,
and these are they who are capable of recelving ben-
efit by our prayers. For though we pray for all that
die in' the communion of the church, bécause we do
not certainly know the particular state in which
each one dies, yet we are sensible that our prayers are
available for those only that are in this middle state.”

This is a simple statement of the teachings of
the Catholic Church concerning purgatory. That it
is antichristian may be seen from the fact that it is
diametrically opposed to the Bible doctrine that the
dead are totally unconscious. But the greatest point

against it is that it leads directly to a depreciation
of the sacrifice of Christ. Dr. Challoner, the author
of the “Catholic Christian Instructed,” states the
following question and answer:—

“@Q. What grounds have you for the belief of a pur-
gatory from reason?

“A. Because reason teaches these two things:
1. That every sin, be it ever so small, is an offense
of God; and consequently deserves punishment from
the justice of God; and therefore that every person
that dies under the guilt of any such offense unre-
pented, must expect to be punished by the justice of
God. 2. That tﬁere are small sins, in which a per-
son may happen to die, that are so small, either
through the levity of the matter, or for want of a full
deliberation in the act, as not to deserve everlasting
punishments. From whence it plainly follows that,
{)esidos the place of everlasting punishments, which
we call hell, there must be also a place of temporal
punishment for such as die in those lesser offenses,
and this we call purgatory.”

Now mark the following:—

“@Q. But does not the blood of Christ sufficiently
purify us from all our sins, without any other purga-
tor‘yji?' The blood of Christ purifies none that are
once come to the use of reason, from any sin without
repentance, and therefore such sins as have not been
here recalled by repentance, must be punished here-
after, according to their gravity, by the divine justice,
either in hell, if the sins be mortal, or if venial, in
purgatory.”

David prayed to be cleansed from secret faults.
Ps.19:12. By secret faults he meant those of which
he had no knowledge. This is evident from the
verse itself: “Who can understand his errors?
cleanse thou me from secret faults.” He prayed to
be cleansed from sins which he committed in igno-
rance, and which had never come to his knowledge.
He knew that he must be cleansed from every sin,
if he would be saved. Now Peter testiries that be-
sides the name of Christ there is none other name
under Heaven whereby we must be saved. Acts
4:12. Therefore to say that any person must work
out, through punishment in a purgatory, some sins
that Christ has not atoned for, and that after-
wards he may enter Teaven,'is to deny, to that ex-
tent, the virtue of Christ’s sacrifice. Thus the doc-
trine of purgatory is directly opposed to Christ.

But read further what Dr. Challoner says of those
who, having died in venial sin, are consigned to pur-
gatory :—

“Q. Are they not, then, capable of relief in that
state ?

“4. Yes, they are, but not from anything that
they can do for themselves, but from the prayers,
alms, and other suffrages offered to God for dxem by
the faithful upon earth.”

Thus it appears that the doctrine of purgatory, de-
pending upon conscious existence in death, leads to
prayer for the dead, and not only to that, but to in-
dulgences, and the payment of money for the release
of souls confined in purgatory. Thus: as the above
quotation states, a man in purgatory may be released,
and, of course, admitted to Heaven, if some of his
friends give money to the church. Who cannot see
that this is antichrist? It is allowing that money
and good works will buy one’s way into Heaven; it
is teaching men to put their trust in Mammon, at
least in part, instead of wholly in Christ. Read the
scorching words of the apostle Peter, in Acts 8: 20-23,
to one who thought that the gift of God could be
purchased with money. :

The doctrine of purgatory leads directly, as has
been said, to the doctrine of indulgences. We have
no space for lengthy quotations, and so present as a
concise statement of this doctrine, the following quo-
tation made in “McClintock and Strong’s Cyclope-
dia” from the “Treasury of the Church,” by Alex-
ander de Hales:—

*The sufferings and death of Christ not only made
a sufficient satisfaction for the sing of men, but also
acquired a superabundance of merit. The superfluous
merit of Christ is conjoined with that of the martyrs
and saints, which is similar in kind, though smaf‘l,or
in degree, for they likewise perform more than the
divine law required of them. The sum of these su-
pererogatory merits and good works forms a vast
treasure, which is disjoined from the ersons who
won or performed them, exists objectively, and, hav-
ing been accumulated by the head menihers of the
church, and intended by them for its use, belongs to
the church, and is necessarily placed under the

’

administration of its representatives, especially the
Pope, who is supreme. It is therefore competent
for the Pope, according to the measure of his in-
sight at the time, to draw from this treasure, and be-
stow upon those who have no merit of their own,
such supplies of it as they require. Indulgences
and remissions are made from the supererogatory
merits of Christ’s members, but most of all from the
superabundance of Christ’s own, the two constitut-
ing the church’s spiritual treasure.”

This is the doctrine of indulgences in its best
form. Primarily it probably does not contemplate
such a thing as granting license for future sin, al-
though this has always naturally followed. If men
know that by doing penance, or by almsgiving, they
can atone for certain sins, they will not be so care-
ful to guard against those sins. So the doctrine of
indulgences does lead directly to looseness of life.
No matter what claims may be made, as a matter of
fact no real humility is required by indulgences and
penance, as there is in accepting Christ as the only
Saviour. The individual trusts in himself and his
own good works, and not in Christ. But without
humility and self-abasement there can be no true
godliness; for “his soul that is lifted up is not up-
right within him.” Hab. 2:4. And the doctrine of
the natural immortality of the soul is responsible for
this doctrine which leads to trust in self instead of
trust in Christ, and so it appears again as the doc-
trine of antichrist.

The first cry of the awakened sinner is, “ What
shall T do to be saved?” When he has been con-
vinced of gin, and feels his utter helplessness, he in-
stinctively looks for something to lean upon. The
true minister of the gospel will point him to the
Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.
Trusting wholly in him, the sinner can find both
pardon and holiness,—cleansing from the guilt of
sin, and from the love of it. But right there at that
critical moment, the Catholic Church meets him,
and turns his attention to some “saint” who has
accomplished the impossible feat of being better
than the Lord wanted him to be, whose extra good
works he may get if he will pray or pay for them.
Thus men are elevated to a level with Christ, and
all in consequence of the theory that death is not
an enemy, but a friend. i w.

504

CHRISTMAS AND SUNDAY.

(Concluded.)
IN one of its issues in 1884, the Christian at Work
said :—
“It is now seen, as it is admitted, that we must go

to later than apostolic times for the establishment of
Sunday observance.”

This classes it among the institutions of which
Killen says that Peter and Paul knew nothing; and
Dr. Scott in his comments on Acts 20:7 admits that
it was one of the institutions which, Killen says,
“crept silently into use, and then claimed the rank
of divine institutions.” He says:—

“The change from the seventh to the first day of

the week appears to have been gradually and silently
introduced, by example rather than by precept.”

As Christmas, though under a different name, was
observed as a festival by the heathen long before its
adoption by the Christian church, so Sunday was
from the earliest ages a heathen festival day. Web-
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary says of Sunday :—

“So called because this day was anciently dedi-

- cated to the sun, or to its worship.”

The “Encyclopedia Britannica” (art. “ Egypt .
says:—

“Sun worship was the primitive form of Egyptian
religion ; perhaps even pre-Egyptian.”

The “Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia” (art. “Sun i
says:—
“The worship of the sun as the most prominent
and })owpri'ul agent in the kingdom of nature, was
widely diffused throughout the countries adjacent to.
Palestine.
the intervention of any statue or symbol, or indi-
rect. Among the Egyptians the sun was worshiped
under the title of Ra. . Among the Phoni-
cians the sun was worshiped under the fitle of Baal..
At Tyre, Gaza, and Carthage human sacrifices were
offered to him. Among the Chaldeans the sun was

worshiped under the title of Tammuz; and that the-

This worship was either direct, without.
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Arabians worshiped the sun, we know from Theo-
phrastus. Still more propagated was the worship of
the sun among the Syrians (Aramgeans). Famous
temples were at Heliopolis, Emesa, Palmyra, Hier-
apolis. Sun worship there was very old, and direct
from the beginning; and even in later times sun and
moon were worshiped at Hierapolis without the in-
tervention of any image. Among the pure Semites or
Aryans, direct worship to the sun was paid from the
beginning, and still later. Thus among the Assyri-
ans, and afterwards among the Persians, whose sun
worship is one and the same. In later times
the sun was worshiped among the Persians under
the form of Mithras, which finally became the Sol
Deus invictus [the invincible sun god] throughout
the West, especially through the Romans.”

In the Old Testament Student of January, 1886, Dr-
Talbot W. Chambers has an article entitled, “Sun
Images and the Sun of Righteousness,” from which
we make the following extracts concerning the prev-
alence of sun worship:—

“The universality of this form of idolatry is some-
thing remarkable. It seems to have prevailed every-
where. . The chief object of worship among the Syr-
ians was Baal—the sun, considered as the giver of
light and life, the most active agent in all the opera-
tions of nature. But as he sometimes revealed him-
self as a destroyer, drying up the earth with summer
heats, and turning gardens into deserts, he was in
that view regarded with terror, and appeased with
human sacrifices. In Egypt the sun was the
kernel of the State religion. In various forms he
stood at the head of each hierarchy. At Memphis
he was worshiped as Phtal, at Heliopolis as Tum, at
Thebes as Amun Ra. Personified by Osiris, he be-
came the foundation of the Egyptian metempsycho-

sis. . . . In Babylon the same thing is observed .

as in Bgypt. Men were struck by the various
stages of the (]ail?' and yearly course of the sun, in
which they saw the most imposing manifestation of
Deity. But they soon came to confound the creature
with the Creator, and the host of heaven became
objects of worship, with the sun as chief. . . . In
Persia the worship of Mithras or the sun is known
to have been common from an early period. No
idols were made, but the inscriptions show ever-
recurring symbolic representations, usually a disk
or orb with outstretched wings, with the addition
sometimes of a human figcure. The leading feature
of the Magian rites, derived from ancient Media,
was the worship of fire, performed on altars erected
upon high mountaing, where a perpetual flame, sup-
posed to have been originally kindled from Heaven,
was constantly watched, and where solemn services
were daily rendered. The remnant of the ancient
Persians who escaped subjugation by Islam, now
known as Parsees, unite with their reverence for
holy fire equal reverence for the sun as the emblem
of Ormuzd. Under the Roman emperors
the Oriental solar worship was introduced with great
pomp. . This god was proclaimed the chief
deity in Rome, while all other gods were his serv-
ants. Of course this predominance of the san wor-
ship did not continue, but the worship itself sur-
vived. For we find fifty years later, when Aurelian
(274 A. p.) celébrated his triumph over the queen of
the East, the temple of the sun received the gift of
fifteen thousand pounds of gold. _So at the
end of the second century, when Diocletian would
take a very solemn oath in the face of the army,
it was by the ‘all-seeing deity of the sun.’ He was
still the universal object of worship, to the philo-
sophic as an emblem, fo the people at large as the de-
ity himself. . And curiously enough, this cult is found
in an important sect of the ancient Christian heretics,
the Manicheeans. They sang hymns to the great
principle of light, and addressed prayers to the sun,
or at least, when praying, turned their faces to tha’t’,
tabernacle in which, as they supposed, Christ dwelt.
The North British Review (Vol. 18, p. 408), in an
article defending Sunday observance, called Sunda.y
“the wild solar holiday of all pagan times.” This
is in harmony with the statement by W-ebster, tha:t
Sunday is so called because it “was anciently dedi-
cated to the sun, or to its worship.” Remembgrmg
this, and also what has been said of the readiness
with which the early church adopted heatl_le\n cus
toms, the reader will be able, by the following quo-
ay festival became a

Tmmediately following the
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statement concerning sun worship wplch w :
from the “Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia,” we i
following under the article % Sunday:”— d

“Sunday (Dies Solis of the Roman ca]endtllar’ ﬁ?a};
of the sun, because dedieated to the sun),]t (%hris-
day of the week, was adopted by the early il
tians as a day of worship. The sun of Latin ado o
tion they interpreted as the Sun of nghteousﬂl: "
R o regulations for its observance are i)
down in the New Testament, nor, indeed, is its 0b-
Servance even enjoined.”

Of course no regulations for its observance are laid
down-in the New Testament, because it is a heathen
institution. But from the above we can readily see
how the heathen world so readily became nominally
Christian. They dill not have to give up anything;
they simply worshiped the same thing under a dif-
ferent name. To the same effect is the following
from Dr. T. W. Chambers, in the Old Testament
Student, from which we have before quoted :—

“The Emperor Constantine, before his conversion,
reverenced all the gods as mysterious powers, espe-
cially Apollo, the god of the sun, to whom, in the

ear 308, he presented munificent gifts; and when
1e became a monotheist, the god whom he wor-
shiped was, as Uhlhorn says, rather the ‘Uncon-

uered Sun, than the Father of our Lord Jesus

hrist. And indeed, when he enjoined the observ-
ance of the Lord’s day, it was not under the name
of Sabbatum or Dies Domini, but under its old astro-
nomical and heathen title, Dies Solis, so that the law
was as applicable to the worshipers of Apollo and
Mithras as to the Christians.”

With this evidence we do not see how anybody
can accept Sunday as a Christian institution, and re-
ject Christmas as a heathen festival. The evidence
that Sunday was adopted into the Christian church
direct from heathenism is more positive and more
abundant than the evidence showing that Christmas
is a relic of paganism. At some future time we
shall present evidence connecting Sunday directly
with the Papacy ; but that is unnecessary at present.
We have shown that it comes from heathenism, and
everybody knows that there is not a heathen custom
or doctrine in the church to-day that did not come
through the great apostasy that resulted in the Ro-
man Catholic Church. The simple fact is that Sun-
day stands for Baal, and all heathen worship, just as
the Sabbath is the sign of Jehovah. And so to all
we would say, “If the Lord be God, follow him ; but
if Baal, then follow him.” w.

HISTORICAL NECESSITY OF THE THIRD
ANGEL’S MESSAGE. NO. 3.

In 1560 Melancthon died, glad, as he said on his
death-bed, to be freed from the contentions of theo-
logians. After his death, many who wished to see
these divisions and animosities healed, hoped to
bring the contests to an end. After many vain at-
tempts, in 1568 the elector of Saxony and the duke of

‘Saxe-Weimar summoned the most eminent men of

each party to meet at Altenburg, and there, in an
amicable spirit, sought to reconcile their differences.
But this effort came to naught. Then the dukes of
Wirtemberg and Brunswick joined in the scheme,
and James Andreas, professor at Tubingen, under
their patronage traveled through all parts of Ger-
many working in the interests of concord. At last,
they were so far successful as to gather, after several
conferences, a company of leading divines at Torgan

-in 1576, where a treatise, composed by Andreas, was

examined, discussed, and corrected ; and finally pro-
posed to the deliberations of a select number, who
met at Berg, near Magdeburg. There all points were
fully and carefully weighed, and discussed anew;
and as the result of all there was adopted the “Form
of Concord.” And now that the “Form of Concord”
was adopted, discord was fully assured; for it was
only a source of new tumults, and furnished matter
for dissensions and contests as violent as any that
had gone before. Besides this, the field was now
widened, so that the Calvinists and Zwinglians were
all included in the whirl of controversy.

When Calvin appeared upon the scene, the field
was not only enlarged, but new material was sup-
plied; for he differed from both Lutherans and
Zwinglians, not only on the Lord’s Supper, but his
essential tenet of the absolute decrees of God,in the
salvation of men, differed from these churches. This
was also an entirely new element in the strife; and
in the very nature of the case it propagated a multi-
tude of new disputes. It is not necessary to enlarge
upon these, nor to draw them out in their full num-
bers. It will be sufficient to merely name the lead-
ing subjects. Differing from botl.x Ifutheralfs and
Zwinglians on the presence of Christ in the Supper,
of course the controversy on that subject was re-

opened, and again canvassed through allits forms:
1. What is the nature of the institutions called
sacraments? 2. What are the fruits of the same?
3. How great is the majesty and glory of Christ’s
human nature? 4. How are the divine perfections
communicated to the human nature of'Christ? 5.
What is the inward frame of spirit that is required
in the worship addressed to the Saviour? 5

Calvin’s doctrine of the divine decrees was this :—

“We assert that by an eternal and immutable
counsel, God hath once for all determined both
whom he would admit to salyation, and whom he
would condemn to destruction. We affirm that this
counsel, as far as concerns the elect, is founded on his
gratuitous mercy, totally irrespective of human merit;
but that to those whom he devotes to condemnation,
the gate of life is closed by a just and irreprehensi-
ble, but incomprehensible, judgment.”

On this subject the controversy ran through the
following scale :—

1. What is the nature of the divine attributes?
2. Particularly those of justice and goodness. 3.
Fate and necessity. 4. What is the connection be-
tween human liberty and divine prescience? 5.
What is the extent of God’s love to mankind? 6.
What are the benefits that arise from the merits of
Christ as mediator? 7. What are the operations of
the divine Spirit, in rectifying the will, and sancti-
fying the affections of men? 8. The final persever-
ance of the elect.

Other subjects of controversy were as follows:
1. What is the extent of external ceremonies in re-
ligiqus worship? 2. What are the special charac-
teristics of things indifferent? 3. How far is it law-
ful to comply with the demands of an adversary in
discussing things indifferent? 4. What is the ex-
tent of Christian liberty? 5. Is it lawful to retain,
out of respect to the prejudices of the people, ancient
rites and ceremonies which have a superstitious
aspect, yet may be susceptible of a favorable and
rational interpretation?

Bear in mind that these are only the leading sub-
jects that lay between Calvinism on the one hand,
and Lutheranism, and the Zwinglians on the other.
Calvin had yet other controversies to conduct on
his own account. Among these were: (1) The Im-
mortality of the Soul; (2) the Trinity; (3) Pre-
destination (against his opponents in Geneva); and
above all, (4) in acquiring and maintaining his
own absolute supremacy in Geneva. :

It will be seen at the first glance that this last lis
is almost nothing in comparison with that which
agitated the Lutheran Church, or with that which
lay between the Calvinists and Lutherans. But there
is an excellent reason for this; and that is, none but
the most Jntrepid dared to question the doctrines of
Calvin in Geneva. All opposers of Calvin there had
to fairly take their lives in their hands. And some
did not escape even that way. To give a proper
view of affairs in Geneva, we quote a p assage of the
highest authority (“ Encyctopedia Britannica,” ninth
edition, art. “Calvin”), written by W. L. Alexander,
D. D., one of the Bible revisers, and which is prima
facie favorable to him :— ;

“His system of church polity was essentially theo-
cratic; it assumed that every member of the State was
also under the discipline of the church; and he as-
serted that the right of exercising this discipline was
vested exclusively in the consistory, or body of preach-
ers and elders. His attempts to carry out these
views brought him into collision both with the au-
thorities and with the populace,—the latter being
enraged at the restraints imposed upon the dis-
orderly by the exercise of church discipline, and the
former being inclined to retain in their own hands
a portion of that power in things spiritual which
Calvin was bent on placing exclusively in the hands
of the church rulers. His dauntless courage, his
perseverance, and his earnestness at *length pre-
vailed. . . His work, as has been justly said,
‘embraced everything ;’ he was consulted on every
affair, great and small, that came before the council.”

It is plain, therefore, that where “every member
of the State” “ was subject to the discipline of the
church,” and where this discipline was exercised
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“exclusively by the body of preachers and elders,”
‘with Calvin the head of that body, his power was
practically unlimited. It is equally plain that oppo-
sition to his doctrines could have no chance at all to
spread, if he should choose to exert his power; and
that he did choose to exert it, needs no argument.
I proceed to the controversies that arose in Geneva.
One of the first of his opponents was Gruet, who
attacked him vigorously on his supremacy, and
called him “bishop of Asculum,” and “the new
Pope.” Amongst a good many other things he de-
nied the immortality of the soul. He may have
been an infidel; but at any rate he was brought be-
fore the council, and punished with death. Another
opponent was Castalio, master of the publie schools
of Geneva, who attacked the doctrine of uncondi-
tional predestination. He was deposed from his
office, and banished. Another was Jerome Bolsec, a
monk who had been converted to Protestantism.
He, too, attacked the doctrine of absolute decrees.
He was thrown into prison, and after a two days’
debate with Calvin before the council, was banished.
Out of this grew still another. Jacques de Bour-
gogne, a lineal descendant of the dukes of Burgundy
and an intimate friend and patron of Calvin, had
settled at Geneva solely to have the pleasure of his
company. Bourgogne had employed Bolsec as his
physician, and when Bolsec became involved in his
difficulty with Calvin, Bourgogne came to his sup-
port, and tried to prevent his ruin. This so incensed
Calvin that he turned his force against the noble-
man (a noble man, too), who was obliged to leave
Geneva, lest a worse thing should befall him.
Another, and the most notable opponent, was
Servetus, who had opposed the Catholic doctrine of
the Trinity, and also infant baptism; and had pub-
lished a book entitled “Christianity Restored,” in
which he declared his sentiments. He had been
condemned to death by the Catholics for heresy, but
he escaped from their prison in Dauphing, in France,
and in making his way to Italy, passed through
Geneva, and there remained a few days. He was
just about to start for Zurich, when at the instiga-
tion of Calvin he was seized, and out of the book be-
fore mentioned, was accused of blasphemy. The
result, as everybody knows, was that he was burned
to death. Dr. Alexander says further: “ The heresy
of Servetus was not extirpated by his death; but
none of his followers were visited with severer pen-
alties than banishment from Geneva. The trials of
several of these, with the conferences and contro-
versies connected with them, occupied much of Cal-
vin’s time for several years.”
From the foregoing it is very easy to see why the
Calvinistical body was so much more exempt from
divisions and tumults than was the Lutheran.

b2
(To be continued.)

THE “DOWN-GRADE” CONTROVERSY.

Tue Emperor Constantine became a patron of the
church because he saw that Christianity was a grow-
ing power in the empire, the influence of which
could not be ignored. Efforts to exterminate the
church would weaken the empire by destroying a
large class of its citizens, who were proving them-
selves heroes in their firmness to uphold principles
which were dearer to them than their lives. His
interest was that of a politician, anxious to turn
everything to account in building up his empire;
but he was disappointed in the result, because when
Christianity was bound to the wheels of the State,
the church soon ceased to be the exponent of heay-
enly principles, and the product wasa set of factions,
clamoring for worldly honors and emoluments.

The interest and welfare of society in any form,
cannot be separated from the interest and welfare of
its members.» Looking to the far West, we have seen
the influence of the church over the welfare of the
nation. When the Methodist Church of the United
States of America, in 1844, divided into the North
and South churches, some of the ablest of their
statesmen feared the influence of the movement on
the perpetuity or the peace of the Union. One of

the strongest bonds of union between large bodies
of people in the two sections of the Government was
severed. The spirit of Christian unity was lost, and
it was not difficult to see that the influence of such
action must be felt in all branchds of society.

This “down-grade” controversy which has sprung
up in the Baptist Church in England, has become a
subject of more than national interest. The denom-
ination is a large and influential one, and it is vain
to deny that the effects of this_controversy will be
felt wherever there are Baptist Churches. What
the final result will be cannot yet be determined, for
the controversy is by no means yet ended.

Mr. Spurgeon made charges of grave departures
from the faith, which so far affected the standing of
the Baptist Union that he sent in his resignation as
a member of that body. After long deliberation,
the Council of the Union accepted his resignation,
and proceeded to deny the charges and censure Mr.
Spurgeon for making them. This concludes the for-
mal action on both sides, and with these facts all be-
fore us, we shall give our readers our views of the
case as it stands.

Unions and associations are no necessary part of
the organization of the Baptist denomination, and
Baptist ministers may refuse to unite with them
without disparaging their position in the church.
Therefore the right of Mr. Spurgeon to withdraw
from the Union is undisputed ; and the Union could
do no less than to accept his resignation. The of-
fense, if any existed, was in charging that there were
ministers in the Union who had departed from the
faith, and were perverters of the gospel. And this,
it is now claimed, was supplemented by another
wrong, namely, that of censuring Mr. Spurgeon for
the part he had acted. But this is open to a question.
If Mr. Spurgeon was very clearly in the wrong in
making such strong charges, and making them thus
publicly, the Union was justified in censuring the
action. Everything turns on this point, whether the
charges made by him are true.

At the very outset of his “down-grade” article, Mr.
Spurgeon used the following language :—

“What doctrine remains to be abandoned? What
other truth to be the object of contempt? A new
religion has been initiated, which is no more
Christianity than chalk is cheese; and this religion
being destitute of moral honesty, palms itself off as
the old faith with slight improvements, and on this
plea usurps pulpits which were erected for gospel
preaching. The Atonement is scouted, the inspira-
tion of Scripture is denied, the Holy Ghost is de-
graded into an influence, the punishment of sin is
turned into fiction, and the resurrection into a myth;
and yet these enemies of our faith expect us to call

them brethren, and maintain a confederacy with
them.”

The claim that his charges were not specific will
hardly hold on this count, for stronger or more spe-

cific language could hardly be framed. Close upon
this is the following :—

“At the back of doctrinal falsehood comes a nat-
ural decline of spiritual life, evidenced by a taste for
questionable amusements, and a weariness of devo-
tional meetings. At a certain meeting of ministers
and church-officers, one after another doubted the
value of prayer-meetings ; all confessed that the
had a very small attendance, and several acknowK
edge without the slightest compunction that they
had given them up. What means this??”

The third point is as follows :—

“As for questionable amusements—time was when
a Non-conformist minister who was known to attend
the play-house would soon have found himself with-
out a church. And justly so; for no man can long
possess the confidence, even of the most worldly,
who is known to be a haunter of theaters. Yet af
the present time it is a matter of notoriety that
preachers of no mean repute defend the lay-house,
and do so because they have been seen there. Is it
any wonder that church-members forget their vows
of consecration, and run with the unholy in the
ways of frivolity, when they hear that persons are
tolerated in the pastorate wKo do the same? ., ., |,
The fact is that many would like to unite church

and stage, cards and prayer, dancing and sacra-
ments.”

These three paragraphs contain the substance of
Mr. Spurgeon’s bill of complaints; and in regard to
these, he produces some very pointed testimonies
from brethren in various parts of the country, so
many and so emphatic that it is difficult to see how

anyone can read his articles and then say that there
is no ground for his charges.

Without regard to anything that Mr. Spurgeon
has written, it must be, and is, acknowledged by
all that the present is a time of great unrest.
Whether in church or in State, in every nation, in
every branch of society, there is a spirit of disquiet
tending toward the breaking up of things which
have long been considered settled. Nihilism, com-
munism, or anarchy, never was so prevalent and
so bold as now. That all Europe is trembling for
the future, no one can possibly deny. And the dis-
quiet is as great in the churches as in the States.
Protestant Germany—not the people but the Gov-
ernment—furnishes the crown for the Pope to wear
on his jubilee. And the highest courts of Prussia
have decided that it is a public outrage to speak
against the institutions of the Catholic Church. It
is doubtful if a monk of the present day would find
a German prince to stand by him if he should nail
to the church door so stirring an indictment of the
Papacy as did Luther. Protestant England’s Queen
furnishes the costly vessels for the Pope’s service of
the mass. Scarcely a nation on the face of the earth
failed to do him honor, or to pay homage to him on
the occasion of his jubilee, many sending their am-
bassadors to the Vatican as formally as if Italy had
no other king. The honors coming from Protestant
nations signify much more than they would if he
were really a civil ruler ; they are given to a church
which has not long since issued a syllabus which de-
clares that Protestantism is a schism, that Protestant
churches are no churches, and that it is heresy to
say that the civil power is anywhere superior to that
of the church. Judging from the events of this ju-
bilee year, it is not a severe saying of one of Switzer-
land’s most earnest religious writers, that “Protest-
ants there are, but Protestantism is dead.”

The tendency of the Established Church of En-
gland is strongly toward ritualism, which is but an-
other name for Romanism. We have been assured
that there are many hundreds of church ministers
who would go directly over to Catholicism if their
livings were taken away by disestablishment. Proofs
are abundant to justify the belief that this is true.
In America, the Catholic Church is receiving honors
and benefits which are accorded to no other re-
ligious bodies. The tide is everywhere setting to-
ward a reversal of all the decisions and triumphs of
the Reformation of three centuries ago.

And is it true that the Non-conformist churches
are free from this spirit of unrest? Are they holding
fast to all that was gained in the Reformation? We do
not ask if all their ministers are sound in the faith;
that were too much to expect; that has never been
the case. But is it true, as Mr. Spurgeon claims, that
ministers are tolerated, and held in high repute, who
are deserting the old paths, and introducing funda-
mental errors into the pulpits?

These are questions that concern everyone who
is interested in the cause of evangelical Christianity,
and we shall hereafter examine the positions of the
parties in this controversy, and try to ascertain
who has the truth on the subjéct. J. H. W,

- B <

“THE DAY OF THE SABBATH; THE SEV-
ENTH AND FIRST.”

Tre above is the title of a leaflet written by the
editor of the Vermont Baptist and pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Brockton, Mass. Our attention
has been called to it with an urgent request for a re-
ply through the columns of the Siaxs or Tie TivEs.

The points taken are such as are usually assumed
by defenders of first-day sacredness, and having
been frequently noticed in these columns, would
not need to be noticed again only that this journal
is constantly reaching many readers to whom these
things are new; and so the repetition of these ideas
and their answers becomes proper at certain inter-
vals. This will be done briefly as possible. The
positions taken will be numbered in the order in
which they are given in the tract,

1. “The first chapter of Genesis establishes six
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days of work, followed by a seventh day of rest, as
the great primal law of the Sabbath, but it does not
fix any particular day as the starting point. . . .
It may be added that the days of creation were un-
doubtedly long periods of time, and that we are
living in God’s seventh day of rest from creating.
This seventh period is his time for working for the
salvation and sanctification of mankir.d.”

Let us put magnifying glasses on our imagination
to discover, if possible, some reason in the above.
Seven days are given us as containing the “primal
law? of the Sabbath. But through the oversight of
the Author of that law the essential point was left out.
He did not tell us when to begin to count. So from
this lack of wise forethought, the Sabbath is left in
chaos, and each one may choose his own Sabbath,

What were these seven days? The first seven
days, anyone will say, who has read the first chapter
of Genesis. And all can see that God did his own
counting, and blessed the seventh day, counting
from the first. He did not bless a seventh day, nor
one day in seven, but “the seventh day ” upon which
he had rested, and because he had rested in it. But
if we are now living in the seventh day, or “ period
of time,” then God has not yet rested the seventh
day and blest it because he had rested in it. We
are told directly what composed those first six days
—“the evening and the morning,” every time.
“Science, falsely so-called” obscures God’s clear
word, and its fog affords great comfort to those who
wish to evade the plain precepts of that word. Nor
does the author hesitate to contradict God’s own
words by saying that this seventh day, or period,
is God’s time of working, etc., when God states that
in it, the seventh day, he rested from all his work
which he made.

2. “No one can tell on what day-of the week
Adam came into existence.”

Anyone who believes the Bible can. And he
kept the day which God sanctified for him to keep.

3. “No one-and-the-same period of twenty-four
hours can by any possibility be kept the world
around.”

Right here let the reader glance forward in this
article to the positions numbered 5 and onward, and
mark the lack of consistency. It is surprising how
the earth flattens out upon the first day of the
week in the minds of those who do not want to
admit the claims of God’s law. This fancied ob-
jection is scarcely worth a moment’s thought, since
the facts abundantly prove that either Sabbath or
Sunday can be kept, and are observed in every
part of the world without any confusion. ach
seven revolutions of the earth gives twenty-four
hours of each day of the week, distinctly marked,
to every portion of the earth; and the writer of this
pamphlet knows it, and we all know it.

4. “The Jewish order of reckoning the days of the
week appears to date from the Exodus.”

No proof is given of this except a misleading refer-
ence to the fact that the Lord told the Israelites to
reckon their year from that month in which the
passover occurred. And yet this leaflet goes on to
say: “Thus the particular day on which the Jews
were to celebrate the Sabbath was determined for
them by the passover.” Any man who does .not
know that the Sabbath was determined by the with-
holding of manna, a miracle contipued for for'ty
years, should be presented with a Bible. And still

tl .
there are plenty of people who w111.uccept such
teaching as the above for good gospel, in preference
to the plain, unequivocal statements of the won‘l‘ f)f
truth. It is stated also under this head' that¢ in
Deuteronomy 5:15, we find that God assigned this
%eparture as the reason for kcoPiI;i; :

pon reading it we find no such e
had long beegn deprived of their freedom“and pl;Vl-
leges, and now God had delivered them, Thereso;e
the Lord thy God commandeth thee to keep the Sab-
bath-day.” The reason for keeping it Was i
it was the Sabbath, and the reason for commanding
them to keep it was because he had placed them

Where they could do so.
5. “Christ’s work . . .

the Sabbath shall memorialize its great
iverance, when the true paschal Lamb,

the Sabbath-day.”
hing. The Jews

naturally mté\;;mg fﬂé:f

rising from

his tomb, signalized his victory and entered into his
Sabbath.”

Who ever before heard of “the paschal lamb ris-
ing from his tomb”? The paschal lamb prefigured
the death of Christ, and not his resurrection. This
type was fulfilled on Friday. All will acknowledge
this. Do you also acknowledge the force of the ar-
gument? Then why keep Sunday ?

The Saviour rose from his tomb a mighty con-
queror, not to enter into a Sabbath but to be-
come our Mediator and High Priest. He left in the
ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper di-
vinely appointed memorials of his death and resur-
rection which obviate all necessity of our removing
the Sabbath from its honored place, and degrading
it to the place of a common day, and exalting in its
place a secular day. Let us remember that “obedi-
ence is better than sacrifice,” lest we bring upon us
the sin of Saul.

6. “Upon the eighth day and so forward,” ete.
Eze. 43:27,

The “eighth ” day here is made to mean each first
day, an evident perversion, since the prophet is de-
seribing a feast and services which were to continue
for a number of days. He tells what shall be done
upon the different days, as, the first seven days
should the altar be purified, ete., and on the eighth
day and so forward the priests shall make your
burnt-offerings. He does not say upon “each eighth
day,” for that would destroy the weekly cycle, but
upon each day from the eighth and forward.

In the paragraphs which are numbered 7, 8, 9
claim is laid to the idea that Christ and the apostles
changed the Sabbath and established the observ-
ance of the first day of the week, and this in spite of
the fact that the earth is round, and his claim that
the same twenty-four hours cannot be observed in
all places, as noticed above. Reference is given to
the following passages: John. 20:1, 19, 26; Acts 20:
7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10.

The attempt is made to further support the Sun-
day institution by reference to Col. 2:16; Rom. 14 :6,
which do not apply to the weekly Sabbath at all, and
if they did, their force would be as destructive to the
observunce of the first day as to that of any other
day. We have not space to notice these texts sepa-
rately but it may be said in candor and truth, that in
any of them, or in all the Bible, there is not an inti-
mation that either Christ or his apostles ever rested
upon the first day of the week, or enjoined it upon
anyone to doso. Jesus placed his peace upon his
disciples (not upon the day) on the evening after his
resurrection, and at the same time “upbraided them
with their hinbelief and hardness of heart” for not
believing the fact of his resurrection. Mark 16:14.
The circumstance of Acts 20:7,that Paul remained in
Troas to hold another meeting on Saturday night, the
dark part of the first day of the week, and then, the
following day, Sunday, walked to Assos, is not a suf-
ficient ground for altering one of the ten command-
ments. And if anyone wishes to know what was the
custom of Christ and his apostles in reference to the
Sabbath, let him read the following: Luke 4:16; 23:
56; Acts 13:14, 42, 44; 16182108 -1 7% 11

10. “Historically the first day of the week has be-
come the Sabbath according to the prophecy.”

Agreed upon that point. But as the pamphlet
does not cite either history or prophecy we will
look at the only prophecy of the change of the Sab-
bath given in the Bible. It is found in Daniel 7:25
where it is prophetically said of the Papacy, “ He shall
speak great words against the Most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think
to change times and laws; and they shall be given
into his hand until a time and times and the dividing
of time.” The history referred to is the history of
the establishment of the Catholic Church. Here do
we find the only authority for such a H.eaven-defy-
ing work. The world has long followed in t!;e wake
of this church, but the time of its domination over
the law of God has passed, and now the Lord calls

i le to take their feet from his Sabbath.
i b G. C. TENNEY.

«Wroso diggeth a pit shall fall therein.”

The TWisstonary,

TASMANIA.

A LETTER, not intended for publication, has
been received from G. Foster who has lately
embraced the truth in Hobart, Tasmania. Itis
full of interest to those who are interested, in
the good cause, much of which cannot be
shown by abridging the letter. Brother Foster
was formerly associated with the Campbellites,
but now walks at liberty with those who keep
God’s precepts. At first he felt opposed to
the truth, but having read the evidences he
gays:—

“It will please you much to know that
I stand fast in the truth. There are seven
Sabbath-keepers in Hobart, and I am the first-
fruit of the truth in this colony. We meet
each Sabbath, and do all we can to strengthen
each other. We had expected to have Brother
Curtis this season but now will have to wait
till next year.

“ Brother Higgins and I have been doing mis-
sionary work and have been blest in our souls.
Many are reading the papers carefully and I
am anxious to give my whole time to the
work. There are many fields waiting
for the good seed in these colonies, and I hope
soon to see more preachers sowing the golden
grains of truth. There is a Captain Robinson
who bought ‘Thoughts on Daniel and the
Revelation,” and when asked his opinion of it
said,  If there were but one other copy I would
give one hundred pounds for it.” Many good
testimonies come from those who are reading
the Sians or THE TiMEes.”

TRUST IN OUR HEAVENLY FATHER.

Our Lord having shown that whoever
would serve God by the giving of alms, by
prayer, and by fasting, must do so in no de-
sire to win the praise of men, or to gain
earthly rewards, now advances to the incul-
cation of a life of absolute and serene trust
in our heavenly Father as the source of all
good, and the undoubted provider for his
children’s wants. The disciple is required to
exercise simple-minded and whole-hearted de-
votion to God. Indeed the alternative is
sharply drawn, making it impossible for him
to serve two masters.

The service here spoken of means—as the
original Greek shows—that of a slave. And
just as a slave’s bodily strength, mental facul-
ties, and entire time belonged to his owner,
so the believer is conceived of as belonging to
God, his Maker and Redeemer. And as a
slave could not, from the nature of the case,
obey somebody else, whose ideas, purposes,
and commands were all in direct conflict with
his master’s, so the believer cannot follow
Mammon, who is at every point opposed to
God. He would be worth nothing to either
if he tried to follow both. If the word “mam-
mon ” be from the Chaldee, it means “riches,”
if from the Aramic, it means “confidence in
riches.” Money in itself is not a bad thing,
it is the love of it which is the root of all
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evil. When a man lives to accumulate wealth,
making it the secret impulse of all his desires,
plans, labors, sacrifices, dreams, and confid-
ing in it as the only remedy against possible
need, the only fountain of happiness, he de-
thrones God and becomes anidolater. Hence
the Bible denounces covetousness as idola-
try, and Christ says it is hardly possible for
the rich man to enter into the kingdom of
Heaven.

The Greeks set up an image of Plutus, the
god of wealth, and prostrated themselves be-
fore it; whether the Syrians worshiped an im-
age of Mammon has been questioned. Their
idolatry, however, like ours, may have been
just as real, even though they went not down
before an actual image. Jesus here insists
that this absorbing love of the world is ut-
terly irreconcilable with devotion to God.
And he demands the undivided affection and
obedience and trust of his disciples. From
which it follows that the true child of God
will not be anxious about his bodily wants.

The direction to take no thought for our
life, does not mean that we are to be reckless,
improvident, careless of to-morrow, floating
down the stream of existence in a happy-go-
Iucky style. Religion nowhere encourages
idleness or vagabondage. Paul says if a man
will not work, neither shall he eat. He ad-
monishes every man to labor with his own
hands, so as both to earn his own bread and
to have something to bestow in charities. If
* the Bible were obeyed, the tramp would van-
ish. But the teaching here is that we are not
to be solicitous, anxious, full of worriment
and fear lest we come to want. We are to
do the duty of the hour in a cheerful, wise,
industrious way, and then trust God with se-
rene confidence for beneficent results, nay,
trust him in affairs where we have had no
opportunity to exert our own agency at all.
Everywhere the Bible re-inforces the teaching
of the psalmist, that they who trust in the
Lord shall want no good thin'g ; and every-
where also it guards us against the cares of
this life, which, Christ says, choke the word
and make it unfruitful.—Prof. T. S. Doolittle,
D. D., on Matt. 6:2}~3}.

bl

It is sometimes assumed that because Christ
said, “ The Sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath,” he thereby partially
released man from the obligation of its strict
observance. Not so. Christ by these words
reiterated the fundamental truth that the Sab-
bath was designed to secure to man this high-
est benefit, of elevating him, body, soul, and
gpirit, to the condition of a sweeter and holier
walk with God. Thus the Sabbath was
“made for man,” that by means of it he
might more surely maintain his proper stand-
ing as a child of God, and thus an heir of price-
less blessings.—Rev. Dawvid J. Burrell, in In-
terior.
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Prruars you are in darkness, have lost your
roll and cannot find it; and you are more than
miserable. Do not forget that, when Pilgrim
lost his roll, he went right back to the place
where he lost it, and found it.

The Commentary.

DESTRUCTION OF SODOM.
LESSON 12.—~SABBATH, MARCH 24.

1. WuiLe Abraham was pleading with the
Lord for Sodom, what were the two angels
who accompanied him doing?

“ And the men turned their faces from thence, and
went toward Sodom ; but Abraham stood yet before
the Lord.” Gen. 18:22,

2. At what time did the angels reach
Sodom?

“And there came two angels to Sodom at even;
and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot seeing
them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself
with his face toward the ground.” Gen. 19:1.

3. How did Lot greet them ?

4, What trait had Lot in common-with
Abraham ?— Hospitality.

5. How did he exhibit it?

“And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I
pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all
night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early,
and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we
will abide in the street all night. And he pressed
upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him,
and entered into his house; and he made them a
feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did
eat” Gen.19:2, 3.

6. What place of honor did Lot occupy in
the city of Sodom? Verse 1.

7. Cite other instances that indicate that
those who sat in the gate occupied an office
of public trust. Dan. 2:49; Esther 2:19, 21,
22; 3:2, 3; Prov. 24:7; 31:23; Lam. 5:14.

8. What words of the Sodomites corrob-
orate this?

“ And they said, Stand back. And they said again,
This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs
be a judge; now will we deal worse with thee than
with them. And they pressed sore upon the man,
even Lot, and came near to break the door.” Gen.
19:9.

9. Did Lot participate in the wickedness of
the Sodomites?

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample unto those that after
should live ungodly ; and delivered just Lot, vexed
with the filthy conversation of the wicked. (For
that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing
and hearing, vexed his righteous soul frém day to
day with their unlawful deeds.)” 2 Peter 2:6-8.

10. What was the erying sin of Sodom and

‘Gomorrah ?

“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over
to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set

forth for an example, suffering the -
sy Fi g 7? ’ g vengeance of eter

11. What marked contrast was there be-

tween the hospitality of Lot and the actions
of the men of Sodom?

“But before they lay down, the men of the city,
even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round,
both old and young, all the fgople from every quar-
ter; and they called unto Lot, and said unfo im,
Where are the men which came in to thee this
night? bring them out unto us, that we may know
them. And Lot went out at the door unto them,
and shut the door after him, and said, I pray you
brethren, do not so wickedly.” Gen. 19:4-7, 9. ;

12. What did the angels say to Lot?

“And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any
besides? son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daugh-
ters, and whatsoever thou Kast in the city, bring
them out of this place; for we will destroy this
place, because the cry of them is waxen great {)efore

the face of the Lord; and the Lord 1
destroy it.” Verses 12, 13. it e ok

13. What did Lot do?

“And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-in-
law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get
you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this

city. But he seemed as one that i
sons-in-law.”  Verse 14. sidnsony i o

 time we should let them slip.

14. How did his sons-in-law regard his ap-
peal?

15. What did the angels say as soon as it
was morning ?

“And when the morning arose, then the angels
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy
two daughters, which are here; lest thou be con-
sumed in the iniquity of the city.” Verse 15.

16. What steps did they take to hasten Lot
and his family ?

“ And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon
the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being mer-
ciful unto him; and they brought him forth, and
set him without the city.” Verse 16.

17. What earnest charge did the angels
give them?

“And it came to pass, when they had brought
them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life;
look not behind thee, neither St:lf’ thou in all the

plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be con-
Verse 17.

18. As soon as Lot had escaped, what did
the Lord do?

“The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot en-
tered into Zoar. Then the Lord rained upon Sodom
and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities,
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground.” Verses
23-25.

19. What happened to his wife because she
disregarded the command of the angels?

“But his wife looked back from behind him, and
she became a pillar of salt.” Verse 26.

20. What warning is given to us, in view
of such facts as this?

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any
TFor if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recom-
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect
so great salvation; which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him?” Heb. 2:1-3.

21. What did Jesus say of the condition of
the world just before his second coming?

sumed.”

“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they

did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded; but the same Xuy that Lot
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven, and destroyed them all. Tven thus shall
it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.”
Luke 17:28-30.

929. What will he do when he is revealed ?

“ And to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”
2 Thess. 1:7-9.

23. Of what was the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah an example?

“And the angels which kept not their first estate,
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness unto the Judg-
ment of the great day. Xven as Sodom and Gomor-
rah, and the cities about them in like manner, giv-
ing themselves over to fornication, and going after
strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire.” Jude6, 7,

24. What charge is given to us gvho are liv-
ing in these last days?

“And take heed to f'oumelves, least at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and go that day
come upon you unawares. For as a snare ghall it
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man.” Luke 21:34-36,

25. What warning is given ug?

“In that day, he which shall be upon the house-
top, and his 'stixﬂ' in the house, let Rim not come
gpwn].t](() take it aw:\yi and 1l)le that is in the field, let

im likewise not return back. R Y
wife.” Luke 17:31, 32. PRI

A Goop name is better than great riches.
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NOTES.

IN the destruction of Sodom we have an
example of divine justice, and a sample of
what will be the future of all the ungodly.
The apostle Peter says that the Lord made
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah “an en-
sample unto those that after should live un-
godly.” 2. Peter 2: 6. This should serve to
silence those who deny that God will ever
actually burn up wicked men, and who claim
that the fire that is spoken of for the wicked
is simply the fire of remorse. It was not re-
morse that turned Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes. Remorse doesn’t produce ashes, and
besides this, the Sodomites did not feel any
remorse. They gloried in their wickedness,
until God rained fire and brimstone upon
them.

Tar student may also notice that the fire
which doomed the cities of the plain is called
“eternal fire.” Jude7. Yet it is not now
burning. Then when the wicked, at the last
day, shall be driven away into “everlasting
fire” (Matt. 25: 41), we need not conclude that
the fire will never cease to burn. But must it
not continue to burn forever, if it is not
quenched? Not by any means. The fire
that consumed Sodom and Gomorrah was not
quenched, and as a consequence it turned
them into ashes. If it had been quenched,
they would not have been turned completely
to ashes, but some ruins would have been
left standing. Well, we read that the wicked
shall be burned up root and branch, and that
“they shall be ashes.” Mal. 4:1, 3. Now
when a thing has been reduced to ashes what
becomes of the fire that did the. work ? It
goes out for lack of combustible material to
feed upon. So it was with the “eternal fire”
that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; so it
will be with the “everlasting fire” that shall
destroy those who are found wicked at the last
day; and from that fire will come forth the re-
newed earth, purified from the curse, and re-
stored to its Eden beauty. w..
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NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL® LESSON.
PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE ,FEAST.

( Aprilm: 1-14.)

Ts parable was given immediately ‘after
the parable of the vineyard, upon the same
day in which Jesus had cleansed the temple.
He was spending the last day of his public

ministry teaching in the temple, principally |

He was endeavoring to bring | 2 both bad and good:?

tl that tt 1d see their dangers. A | called and have from various motives and
1em that they wou y _

vain endeavor it seemed to be, and yet, dqubt- :

by parables. .
the sad condition of the Jews so forcibly before

less much of the seed sown afterward brought
forth fruit to the glory of God, as it was de-
veloped by the preaching of the apostles, es-
pecially of Peter on the day of Pentecost. 4

Tre parable is divided into two parts: the
providing of the wedding with guests, and the
examination of the guests prior to the fez}st.
And in its scope it is very wide, embracing
the results of the Mosaic and Christian econ-
omies, and the final Judgment. It is true f’f
this parable, as of others, that it does ,not yIn

every particular fit the facts which it illus-
trates; but the existence of incongruities in
matters of smaller importance, not especially
under consideration, does not annul the force
of the great truths taught.

Tae wedding represents the privileges and
blessings of the gospel, and the “ marriage sup-
per of the Lamb” is treated as a subsequent
event. There are two great phases of the
work of invitation. Those to whom invita-
tions were first sent had been previously bid-
den. These were the Jews; and to them the
blessings of the new covenant were freely of-
fered. In many ways they had been espe-
cially favored and honored of God. They
were the depositaries of his truth. To them
the promises were made; and through them,
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, and salva-
tion was thus offered to the world. The invi-
tation to accept the provisions of divine grace
was first sent to them. The Saviour, instruct-
ing his apostles, said to them: “Go not into
the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of
the Samaritans enter ye not; but go rather to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Matt.
10:5, 6. And after the crucifixion of Christ
the cup of salvation was still presented to them
until Peter received his vision, and Paul ex-
claimed to them: “It was necessary that the
word of God should first be spoken to you; but
seeing ye put it from you, and judge your-
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles.”

In pride and carelessness many of them
dismissed the gracious call, and “the remnant
took his servants, and entreated them spite-
fully, and slew them.” They not only re-
fused the proffered blessing of such infinite
value, but put to death its author, and those
through whom it was offered. Oh, the sin of
ingratitude! Its deepest wounds are inflicted
upon its best friends. The day of retribution
goon came and before that genecration passed
away the Roman armies “destroyed those

murderers, and burned up their city.”

Tur attention of the messengers of salva-
tion was turned into the highways of the
world. The original word signifies “cross-
ways,” indicating the great centers of human
life. The commission was, “Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.” And under this commission the
work has gone on until in every nation the
sound has been heard; and many have been

gathered in. The gospel net has gathered in
Very many have been

with different degrees of sincerity accepted
the call. Statistics tell us that in the United
States alone there are over nineteen millions
of people who in this generation belong to
gome church of professed Christianity. That
is quite a pleasing view. But there is a closer
examination coming before the feast is given.
Then the question will not be, Do you belong
to a church, do you profess religion? but, Has
your religious experience been an elevat‘ing,
purifying work? How many of these mi111?ns
know by a daily experience, and communion
,with God that they are acceptable to Him?

It is a question for the most serious thought,
not so much as to the standing of others, as
to our own personal acceptance with God.
We may pass along here on account of our
social standing, or our appearance or reputa-
tion, as Christians; but let us ever remember
it is the all-seeing eye of God that will in
“that day ” search us through, and carefully
scan our words and inmost thoughts. It is
“truth in the inward parts,” purity of heart,
and the precious graces which adorned the
character of Christ, which alone will recom-
mend us to our Lord.

Bur it will be asked, When does the King
come in “to see the guests ”? Is it after they
have entered Heaven, and then some are
rudely taken from those joys and plunged
into outer darkness? Many so regard it; but
no sin will ever enter Heaven. This brings
to view an Jnwvestigative Judgment deseribed in
Daniel 7:10 and Revelation 20:11, 12. Here
“the books are opened,” “and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works.” And
as each name of all those who have ever en-
tered the service of God is read from the
book of life, his record is carefully inspected.
There is a perfect representation of the entire
life, with every secret thing. There are his pro-
fessions, his opportunities, his mistakes, and
all his sins. There are the virtues, the faith,
and the earnest efforts. Eternal consequences
hang upon the decisions of that moment.
Perhaps he has disgraced his profession, dis-
honored his Saviour, and carried sin in his
heart or in his life, unconfessed. His faith has
not grasped the idea of purity of heart, his sins
have not been removed. The Saviour knows
him not. The spotless robe of Christ’s right-
eousness he has not obtained. His name is
blotted out. He may have belonged to the
church, but among the saved who have part
in the first resurrection, he has no part.

Peruarg; on the other hand, it appears
that he has faithfully endeavored to live for
God. He has confessed Christ before men in
all his actions, and true repentance has cov-
ered all his sins. Thenthe blessed Médiator
confesses his name before the Father and the
holy angels. Iis sins are blotted out. “He
that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment [the wedding garment]; and I
will not blot out his name out of the book of
life, but I will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels.” Rev. 8:5.

WieN the work of Investigative Judgment
is done, Christ’s mediatorial work ceases.
“The bride hath made herself ready,” the
wedding takes place, which is Christ’s recep-
tion of his kingdom. See Daniel 7:13, 14.
He comes the second time to claim his peo-
ple and give them everlasting life. And, in
that blessed home “he shall gird himself,
and make them to sit down to meat, and will
come forth and serve them.” TLuke 12:37.
“Blessed ” indeed “are they which are called
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

G. C. TENNEY.
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TrY to gain some knowledge every day.
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The Ztome Civele,

MY TIMES ARE IN THY HAND.

(Psalms 31:15.)

FATHER, I know that all my life
Is portioned out for me;

And the changes that are sure to come
I do not fear to see;

But I ask Thee for a present mind,
Intent on pleasing Thee.

I ask Thee for a thankful love,
Through constant watching wise,

To meet the glad with joyful smiles,
And to wipe the weeping eyes,

And a heart at leisure from itself,
To soothe and sympathize.

I would not have the restless will
That hurries to and fro,

Seeking for some great thing to do,
Or secret thing to know ;

I would be dealt with as a child,

* And guided where to go.

Wherever in the world I am,
In whatsoe’er estate,
I have a fellowship with hearts
To keep and cultivate;
And a work of holy love to do,
For the Lord on whom I wait.
! —Selected.
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WHICH WAS THE FOOL?

SUCCESS AND FAILURE.

“Dorry, I think that husband of yours is a
fool.”

“I've heard you say something of this kind
before, brother; but out with it, what is the
nature of his latest offense?”

“I suppose it’s none of my business if he
wants to go to the poor-house and drag his
family along with him; its a free country, and
a man can do what he will with his own.”

“You are very mysterious. I hope Sam
has not suddenly taken to drinking, nor any-
thing of that nature?”

“Sam is a good fellow, in some respects a
capital fellow; but no man in business can
afford to give away all his money. Five dol-
lars here, ten dollars® there, and one hundred
dollars to-morrow. I tell you what it is, Dolly,
Sam has only what he has saved by hard work,
and now he’s giving it all away. In a few
years he will not have a cent to his name,
then he will come to those who have saved
their money, to borrow a loaf of bread for his
family.”

“Are you mnot a little mistaken, John? I
know Sam is quite liberal, but I never sup-
posed he wasted his money.”

“Waste? I'd like to know what waste
means? He gave that Jim Summers who
broke his leg five dollars, and no one else gave
over one. He would have been thought just
as much of if he had given what others did,
and saved four dollars by the operation. He
subscribed for our church this year—I know,
I saw the paper—one hundred dollars! That
is double as much as anyone else gave. So it
goes ; when he hasn’t a dollar left he will have
only himself to thank.”

“Did you know, John, that Jim Summer’s
wife has a young babe, and that only last
week Jim paid the last dollar he had on the
debt he owed for the house that burned down ?”

“Well, what if Jim is an honest, needy fel-
low, Sam don’t have to support him, does he?

And then, what right has Sam to give a hun-
dred dollars to the church when he has a fam-
ily to support?”

“Our duty, John, should be done, regardless
of what the world may say. Sam does not
give a second thought to what anyone says,
so long as his own conscience approves. And
I most sincerely wish that every man was as
thoughtful concerning his family as Sam is.”

“Oh, well, as I said, it’s none of my business,
but I tell you plainly it will be useless for you
to come begging around me. I shall never
have any more than enough for myself,” and
with this parting shot John took himself off.

Samuel Grand had established himself in
business in a small Western town. He mar-
ried Dolly Whiting, a sweet girl of strong com-
mon sense, who had unbounded faith in her
husband, and when he told her his plans and
gave his reasons for what he did, she, believ-
ing him right, like a sensible woman gave him
her earnest support. Nor could the lugubri-
ous prophecies of her only brother shake her
confidence in the least. At the same time,
she stored all these sayings in her heart, and
watched and waited.

Ten years flew swiftly by. The Western
town had grown to be a city and Samuel
Grand was a successful man. He was inter-
ested in every enterprise calculated to be of
use to his neighbors, and though he lived
plainly, his home was a delightful spot to
which he joyfully turned after the toils of the
day were ended. Here, too, the needy were
always sure of sympathy and assistance, and
it was the wonder of many how one family
could do so much for others without becoming
impoverished thereby.

John Whiting, on the other hand, was lit-
tle, if any, better off than when ten years be-
fore he complained to his sister that Sam was
on the road to the poor-house. In fact John’s
rapidly increasing family taxed his'resources
to the utmost, and one day he was- forced to
call on Sam for a small loan, though it cost
him an effort to do so.

“Oh, certainly,” said Sam, “I haye a little
fund which I keep for just such purposes.
Here is the money and when you are in need
call again.”

John was considerably overcome, but fi-
nally he said ,—

“Sam, T don’t know what to make of you.”

“Why so, John?”

“Well, when you were first married you
and I were worth just about the same. You
were always spending your money freely—
even worse, I thought, giving it away—while
I saved every dollar, and yet you have plenty
and to spare, and I am not as well off as T was
then. I cannot account for it, for we both
had an equal start, and you have worked no
harder than I have.”

“John, let me give you a little bit of history.
You remember when I commenced business
here I bought wheat and stored it to ship in
the spring. It so happened I had about all
of a certain kind of wheat the farmers at that
time used for seed. When they had done
their spring sowing a long rain came on and
the seed rotted in the ground. Now, I rea-

/

soned, I can get double price for every bushel
of wheat I have. The Sabbath day came, and
while sitting at home I could not refrain from
congratulating myself on my good luck to
Dolly. I noticed she did not say much, and
presently she took up the Bible, as she fre-
quently did, and read aloud the eleventh chap-
ter of Proverbs, closed the book, and said never
a word. I could not tell, nor do I know to this
day, if she intended to read me a lesson, but
I took up my hat and went out for a walk. I
thought of the thousand bushels of grain,
really worth about one dollar, which T could
sell for two if I should demand that price,
and then, ringing in my ears, were the words
Dolly had just read: ‘He that withholdeth
corn, the people shall curse him.’

“You see what it says, ‘The people shall
curse him.” Tinterpreted this to mean, it was
not only their right but their religious duty to
do so, because of the iniquity of the action.
Was I, then, committing a crime? The next
day I commenced selling my wheat at a dol-
lar a bushel, which gave me a fair margin of
profit. Men called me a fool. Dolly and my
own conscience told me I had done right.
About that time, you may remember, cime
up for discussion the question how much
we ought to give to objects of charity and for
the public good generally. I had long talks
with Dolly about it, and she advised that we
lay aside one-tenth of each year’s income, to
be devoted to such purposes as the occasion
might warrant. The plan was adopted, and
we have never missed the amounts thus ex-
pended. In fact it has seemed like good seed
sown on good ground, or like bread cast upon
the waters. Leaving out of the question our
duty to God, which should be the ruling prin-
ciple of our lives, there is sound wisdom from
a business standpoint in the twenty-fourth
and twenty-fifth verses of that same chapter,
which, you will remember, says: ‘There is
that scattereth, and yet increaesth; and there
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it
tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be
made fat; and he that watereth shall be wat-
ered also himself.

“Such is the history of my success, for in
the eyes of men I have been successful. 1
have merely followed my guide—the blessed
Word—and my good wife has helped me to
do so. I have been blessed beyond my most
sanguine expectations, and I have realized that
it is surely more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.”

“Sam, ten years ago I told Dolly you were
a fool, and on the way to the poor-house. 1
have had my eyes opened, and I am now
convinced that yours is the right path, even
though my predictions had been verified.
My children shall be taught to give as they
have opportunity, and to remember that we
are only stewards of God’s bounty.”—Oscar
Bliss, in N. Y. Observer.

>0t

Tue warm sunshine and the gentle zephyr
may melt the glacier which has bid defiance
to the howling tempest; so the voice of kind-
ness will touch the heart which no severity
could subdue.
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CONCERNING TRAVEL.

RECORD OF A HALF CENTURY.

Tune advancement in the modes and rapidity
of traveling has been very great. We are told
that Winthrop, an early governor of Massa-
chusetts, having lived two years in Boston,
wanted to visit Plymouth of the same State,
about fifty miles distant. After two days, we
are told, he reached Plymouth, “having been
conveyed over the fords of streams on the
shoulders of Indians.” Toward the close of
the eighteenth century it was regarded as a re-
markable journey if the traveler went from
Edinburgh, Scotland, to London, England, in
three days and three nights. It was said that
several persons who had been so rash as to at-
tempt it, had actually died from the rapidity
of the motion.

In 1847 it took months to go from New En-

gland to Oregon. Now the trip can be made in |

six days. In 1760, the stage that was to carry
the mail from Philadelphia to Boston was ex-
pected to make the trip in six days, leaving
Philadelphia on Monday morning and arriv-
ing at Boston on Saturday night.

Said a distinguished editor of Washington,
D. C., in 1831: “ But for our part we have no
desire ever to be carried by any mode of con-
veyance more rapidly than at the rate of thir-
teen miles the hour.” This editor was as in-
credulous as to the rapidity with which people
could go from place to place as Voltaire, who
said of Sir Isaac Newton: “What do you
think Sir Isaac Newton says? Why he act~
ually predicts that the time will come when
people will travel at the rate of forty miles an
hour! Just see into what absurdities the
studies of the Bible drive a great and gifted
mind.” Very few even among the far-seeing
entertained the thoughts of Sir Isaac New-
ton. Many thought, with Voltaire, that such
thoughts concerning travel were fanciful.
Even those who assembled near Honesdale,
Pa., to see the first locomotive that turned a
wheel on a railroad track, had no conception
of the part that steam was to play in the con-
veyance of passengers and freight. Fifty years
ago two steam vessels arrived at New York
the same day, having made the voyage in four-
teen days. Now they make the voyage in
half the time, and many vessels are required
to meet the wants of the traveling public, and
large numbers are coming and going from one
country to another. The conveniences in trav-
eling, both by rail and by water, are s0 many
that the traveler can go around the world and
not experience the discomforts and ha:rdShiPS
encountered by a few miles of travel in (.)t}.ler
days.— Robert H. Williams, D. D., in Christian
at Work.

Tug month of February, 1886, was in on,e
respect the most remarkable in the world’s
history. It had no full moon. January had
two full moons, and so had March, but Feb-
ruary had none. This had not occurred .befo.re
since the creation of the world. And it .w111
not occur again, according to the comI')uPatlons
of astronomers, for two and a half millions of
years,

Fhealth and Temperance.

CIGARETTE SMOKING.

Way do boys smoke cigarettes? Not be-
cause they like to smnke, for the fondness for
tobacco in any shapc is an acquired taste.
They must begin by overcoming a downright
dislike for the weed—and what motive can
they have for undergoing positive misery in
order to learn to like something that will
in time ruin their nerves, stop their growth,
injure their minds, and bind them with the
chains that any bad habit twines around those
that indulge in it? The motive usually is the
same as that which induces boys to take the
“first glass ”—a desire to appear what they call
“manly.” Tt will be a glorious day for our
boys when they can see how much more manly
it is to have a clean mouth, a clear head, and
strong nerves; to be able to say, No, to tempta-
tions; to have right principles and moral cour-
age to live up to those principles.

Cigarette smoking is worse, if anything, than
cigar smoking, and for the same reasons that
a toy pistol is worse than a revolver. Cigar-
ettes, like toy pistols, are small and cheap.
For this reason small boys, who would have
no wish to buy cigars or revolvers, buy cigar-
ettes and smoke them. Their work is slower
but scarcely less deadly than that of the toy
pistol. Because cigarettes are small and cheap,
those who smoke them use great numbers of
them, absorbing more nicotine than a moder-
ate cigar smoker would. And, besides this,
the cigarette is often made of other things
mixed with the tobacco that are even more
injurious.

It was estimated that last year there were
consumed in this country 2,400,000,000 cigar-
ettes, not including 50,000,000 that were im-
ported. These are awful figures, especially
when we remember that the smokers of cigar-
ettes are largely, if not principally, young men
and boys who have not attained their growth,
and who can never mature with the full
amount of health and strength which would
be theirs if they did not put this insidious
enemy between their teeth, “to steal away,”
not only brains, but will-power, health, nerves,
and strength.

It is not worth while, boys. You never will
get enough pleasure out of cigarette smoking to
pay you for what it will make you suffer, and
if you never begin you will never have the
longing for it which those have who have con-
tracted the habit. Ten years ago I knew two
boys who were at school together. They were
great friends, and stood equally well, not only
in their studies, but socially and in the
gymnasium. They were both on the foot-ball
team, and were strong, athletic-looking boys.
One of them, whom we will call Harry, had
promised his mother he would never smoke.
George knew his parents did not wish him to
smoke, but was bound by no promise, and,
under guise of smoking “cubebs for catarrh’
began using cigarettes. .

The boys both graduated in course of time
and with nearly equal honor, I'had not seen

either of them for eight years, but chancing to
meet Harry (now a skillful physician in a
city near New York) at a lecture the other
night, we had a long talk about mutual
friends, in the course of which he asked:
“Have you heard anything of George lately ?”

Finding I had not, he told me a long story
—much too long to repeat here. Having
been called to attend George professionally, he
found him at the hotel, having been taken ill
while traveling. He was suffering with heart
trouble, pale, thin, irritable, and weak. Tor-
mented with sleepless nights, he would get up
and smoke cigarettes “to while away the
time.” It was the first time Harry had seen
him since graduation, and he said :—

“T should not have known him if I had
met him on the street. A slight hereditary
tendency to heart trouble, and cigarette smoking,
have brought him where he is now. He
seems to be so bound by the habit that he
can’t give it up, and yet to do so is his only
hope of living. You may be sure I shall
leave no stone unturned in trying to help the
poor fellow, for I know if it had not been for
my promise to my mother I might be where
he is to-day. I wanted to smoke when he
did; thought it was manly and all that, as
boys do, you know. Sometimes I was almost
tempted to smoke, anyway, but my promise
held me; and since I’ve been practicing, I
have seen thousands of cases that have made
me thank God for the promise that prevented
my forming a habit which causes more sick-
ness and misery than most people would be-
lieve.”

You may think this case is an extreme one,
and I know it is. But cigarette smoking al-
ways does harm, and may be as injurious to
you as it was to George. You never can tell,
and, I repeat, it isn’t worth while to run the
risk.—New York Christian Advocate.

o 4

THE BEST VEHICLE.

A paysiciaN who was called to prescribe
for a case of incipient consumption, wrote his
directions: “One pill to be taken three times
a day, in any convenient vehicle.” The fam-
ily looked in the dictionary to get the mean-
ing of the word “vehicle.” They found “cart,
wagon, carriage, buggy, wheel-barrow.” They
came to the conclusion that the doctor meant
the patient should ride out,and while in the
vehicle take the pill. He followed the advice
to the letter, and in a few weeks the fresh air
and exercise secured the advantage, which
otherwise might not have come.—Selected.

BEEF tea is so often employed as almost the
sole form of nutriment for invalids, particu-
larly for fever patients, that it is important
that warnings against its use in this manner
should be frequently uttered. All scientific
authorities now agree that beef tea is practi-
cally useless as a nutriment. In cases in
which beef tea has been customarily em-
ployed, milk, hot or cold, should generally
be used.—Good Health. :

“Tug wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23,
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RELIGIOUS.

—The Mohammedan pilerims to Mecca last year
numbered not less than 350,000, the largest number
that ever visited the sacred city.

—A Jewish-Christian movement has begun in
Trkutek, Siberia, similar to the one in Southern Rus-
sia. Tts author is a Jew who was banished to Siberia,
on false accusation, but before going had learned
something of Jesus Christ,

—Judge Tuthill has decided in the Cook County
Court of Tllinois, that a distinetively Roman Catholic
Orphan Asylum under the special control of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, is not a sectarian school. A
non-sectarian Roman Catholic school is a contra-
diction of terms in this part of the Republic.

—The Greek Church at Sitka, Alaska, is one of the
wealthiest in the world, its treasure consisting for the
greater part in old paintings of the saints, set in
frames of gold and silver. One picture, a present
from the Czar, is valued at $40,000. The massive
doors of the church are heavily inlaid with the pre-
cious metals.

—In his address at the opening of the Christian
Conference in Washington, last fall, President W. E.
Dodge said: “Probably one-half of our people never
enter a church. When we send out missionaries to
foreign countries, rum and licentiousness go out with
or before them from our Christian land, and get to
work before our ministers can learn the language.”

.—The American Tract Society has been organized
sixty-three years, and during the time has handled
over $20,000,000. Every officer and agent is required
to balance his account each month. During the past
%gar its colporters report 139,163 visits; and 117,081

ibles, Testaments and other books have been dis-
tributed, besides millions of pages of tracts and pa-~
pers.

. —Dr. Blodget, of China, reports from Peking that
it has come to his knowledge that a society has been
formed in Ceylon for the propagation of Buddhism
throughout the world, and that this society has sent
a letter, written in English, to Prince Chun, father
of the Emperor of China, requesting permission for
a commission from their own number to visit Thibet
and the city of Lassa. This letter is in the hands of
Marquis T’seng, to be forwarded to the prince.

I

" SECULAR.

—Avalanches in Trenti i
Hittncin ino Valley killed twenty

—Nine suicides occurred in i
weck ending March 9. Nl ’dunng .

—The bodies of over 200
avalanches in the Italian Alps have been recovered.

—A. Bronson Alcott, the well-known aut}
philosopher, died near ,Bost,on, March 4, azg 8’80;3;3.

. —A sedition has occurred in Eastern
fifty officers were arrested charged with high treason.

—An avalanche has fallen upon the Hos ice of §
lliB‘%matd, burying the church, but causingI;ro lgss (ff
—A violent sandstorm raged in Eoypt for sev-
eral days last week, stopping traffic ggg) the Sugz
Canal.

—The Trust combinations are heine i i

1 I ing investigated

by a committee appointed by th
ey ppo y the Iouse of Repre-
—Ex-Governor St John will make California his

home, and for this purpose h
s e il purpose has bought a tract of

—At Ishpeming, Mich., March 5, five men were lit-

erally torn to pieces by the premature dise
blast in an iron mine.y " et ol

—In Louisiana, March 6, a cyclone devastated a

portion of Opelonsas parish, killi
and wounding several. " v o

so—It is re _lft((ald fromcthe West Indies that 40 per-
ns were killed near Cartagena by th i
the boiler of a pleasure-boa.ge i e i e o

—The bark Lanoma, from Australia
laden with wool, was lately lost at sea.
and eleven men were drowned.

—Mayor Hewitt, of New York, has greatly exas-
rated his Irish constituents by very %urtlyyrefll;:-
ing to review the St. Patrick’s day parade.

—It is proposed to establish, in Brooklyn, N. Y., a
bureau for the purpose of supplying needy children
with proper clothing for atten ing school.

victims of the recent

Roumelia, and

to London,
The captain

—A dispatch from St Paul, dated March 9, states |
that Minnesota and Dakota were heing visited by
another severe snow-storm, threatening a blizzard.

—Late news from China shows that the earthquake
in the province of Yunnan was more severe than
at first reported. It is now said that over 15,000 peo-
ple perished.

—Germany and Italy have ordered the construc-
tion of two torpedo boats, and Russia has ordered
the line of the Black Sea steamship boats to be pre-
pared for war,

~The prevalence of crime in San Diego, Cal., has
become unendurable, and the citizens have organized
a vigilance committee and propose to see a different
state of things.

—A bloody battle was fought at Suakim, March 4.
The rebels left several hundred dead and wounded
on the field. The British and Egyptians lost five
killed, and fourteen wounded.

—The British ship City of Corinth was sunk by a
collision with the Tasmania for San Francisco. It is
believed that 28 lives were lost. The Tusmania re-
turned to London the 10th instant. .

* —James R. Garfield, son of the late President, has
finished a course at the Columbia Law School, and
has applied for admission to the bar at the same
tribuna{ which admitted his father thirty years ago.

—A fatal encounter took place on the Mexican
border, March 4, between a sheriff’s posse and some
Mexican troops. The trouble was over an attempt
of the latter to kidnap a deserter who had crossed to
Texas.

~—March 10, a foreman of the California Powder
Works at Pinole, struck an empty nitro-glycerine
tub with an ax. The result was that he was blown
into a hundred pieces, as was also a Chinaman stand-
ing near.

~Neal Dow, the prohibition champion, has been
defeated by a majority of 1,600 in the election of a
mayor for Portland, Maine. e was supported by
Prohibitionists and Democrats, and opposed by Re-
publicans.

—A timber raft is being constructed in Nova Scotia,
650 feet long. It contains the largest timbers ever
shiyped from that country. The raft will be rigged
with masts and bulkheads, and is intended to be
floated to New York.

—Steps are being taken to organize thronghout the
country Frances Cleveland Marching Clubs, to be
composed of Democratic young ladies, who will be
uniformed and drilled to participate in public pa-
rades and processions.

—A dispatch, dated March 5, states that all rail-
way traffic in Sweden and Denmark has been stopped
by heavy snowfalls. Trafficon lines in Northwestern
Germany is also interrupted. Dantzic is completely
shut off from the world,

—Congressman Thomas, of Illinois, has intro-
duced to Congress a bill making it a misdemeanor to
display the picture of any American woman, dead or
alive, without written permission, as an advertise-
ment for any nostrum or other'similar purpose.

—The half-breeds and Indians in the Northwest
Territory are in a state of agitation, and are said to
be ready to take up arms again, notwithstanding the
disastrous results of Reil’s rebellion. The present

occasion of trouble is the withholdi 5 i
e i ithholding of supplies by

—A posse in pursuit of the Stein’s Pass train rob-
bers crossed into Mexico and captured their men.
But they were met by a large company of Mexicans
in the same pursuit, and, refusing to deliver the rob-
bers, were all taken into custody, and closely con-

gggd without the privilege of bail or commiunica-

—Thos. J. Potter, viceH)resident and general man-

ager of the Union Pacific Railroad, died in Wash-

ington, D, C., March 9. He was widely known, espe-

cially in the West, as a manager of great energy and

executive ability, and in a little over twent?' years
1

arose from the position of lineman to the hi ,
he filled with such ability. e high place

.. —The chamge in agricultural methods in the South
“is shown in the fact that last season’s corn crop was
of nearly the same value as the cotton produced, the
two standing—cotton, $264,852,000; corn, $213,662,920,
Addmg.oats,' wheat, ete., it is probable that the co-
-reals raised in 1887 were equal, if they did not ex-
yeeed, in value “King Cotton.”

3 —A fire destroyed the new office of ‘the I

ikl ¢ veni
7 Union at Springficld, Mass., the 7th inst. Six of 'mg

remployes, including foreman Goulding, Mrs, I

Ancl Garl
of the editorial staff, and Miss Thompgon, rloo)f":

reader, were burned to death, and others of the in-
Jured may die, Many were obliged to, Jump l?r(l)xull
WPy,

tthe fifth story to the stone sidewalk,

—Louisa M. Alcott, the celebrated author of books
for young people, daughter of A. Bronson Alcott,
died at Highland, near Boston, the 6th inst.

—Americans are suffering indignities and persecu-
tions in Tangiers; and the protests of Minister Lewis
are of no avail, A war vessel, the Enterprise, has
been sent there after long delay, and her arrival is
anxiously waited for by the few United States citi-
zens who are there.

—An explosion of dynamite occurred at Williams-
burg, Ind., the 6th inst., so terrific in its force that
for many miles around it was taken for an earth-
quake. It took place in a storehouse of which not a
brick or vestige can be found, nor of the one man
who was present. An excavation twenty-one feet
deep and fifty feet across, caused by the explosion,
marks the spot.

—It is estimated that the strike of the Reading
employes has cost $3,620,000. It involved 2,600
railvoad men, who were out forty-eight days, and
whose wages averaged $2 per day—total $240,000.
There were 20,000 miners, whose wages average not
less than $10 per week, who were out twenty-six days,
making their total loss, $1,400,000. The workmen at
the furnace, who were thrown out of employment
by the strike, lost $280,000. The increase in price of
coal caused a loss to the consumer of $700,000, while
the Reading Company is said to have lost in round
numbers $1,000,000.

Obitwary,

Skinver~—Died at Blue Lake, Humboldt Co., Cal.,
TFebruary 25, 1888, Charlie, infant son of Oliver and
Mary Skinner, aged six months. Words of comfort
at the burial place by the writer.

JAsPER G. SMITIHL.

Losptrr.~Died in Grangerville, Cal.,, March 1, after
an illness of but a few hours, Chester, son of G. D.
and 1. M. Lobdell, aged eleven montim. The de-
stroying angel has taken our darling away, but we
look for a glad reunion when Jesus shall call him
from “the land of the enemy.” Services hy G. W.
Buckner. rS. CArrie KN1GuT.

VIEWS OF NATIONAL REFORM.

PACKAGE NO. 1, 184 PAGES, 20 CENTS.

THIs package contains thirteen tracts treating upon the va-
rious phases of the National Reform movement, as follows :—

NO. PAGES.
1. Religious Legislation,...coeeeiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiinn 8
2 Religlonis LIbekty i)  «iv it Sl iaiovion ST 0 8
8. National Reform and the Rights of Conscience,. ... 16
& The AICAn PRPREY, - oo o ieotnivicabuasusavanni 16,
5. BOlA and Bass AVOWAL,i... ... diiiiiscesdvesssnsebein
6. National Reform is Church and State,

7. Purity of National Religion,....... ..........

8, ThoexlemWitoReraft, ) .. (i o o iyisiiaiel S¥ia

9. Whet Think Yo of Christ?.. .. seeescisossispcoitosasss
10. National Reformed Constitution and the American

HIoraroRY, .« is ii aavivedained BUSASb N ih 3% wrge s IR 24

11. The Republicof Isrmel,. ... coouvve cov vrrrinnes . 8
12. National Reformed Presbyterianism,. ....... Y -
13. The National Reform Movement an Absurdity,.. ... 16

The above package will be sent post-paid to any address for
twenty cents,
Address,

PRACTICAL MANUAL

%

AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal,

OF
HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE
EMBRACING
_The Treat t of C on Di y Aecidents and
Emergencies, The Alcohol and Tobaceo Habit, the
“. Cooking School, Useful Iints and Recipes.,

prEAp——

By J. H. KELLoGG, M. D,

e

A BOOK that everybody needs! Brimful of information on a
hundred useful topies! It tells how to treat the most common
diseases successfully with simple remedies; how to disinfect
and ventilate; how to tell poisonous colors in wall-paper, flan-
nel, stockings, and hat linings; what to do in case of accidents;
how to resuscitate the drowned, and gives much other impor-
tant information.

THE COOKING SCHOOL, BY MRS, E. B. KELLOGG,

Is a special department containing sixty pages of excellent in-
struction in the art of cookery, choice recipes, ete. Just such
valuable information as every housekeeper wants! What shall
we cat? and how shall it be cooked ? are questions of the great-
est importance for the proper enjoyment of life aud the preser-
vation of health.

The ““ Practical Manual,” including all departments, contains
over three hundred 12mo. pafes, neatly bound in cloth, and
will be sent, post-paid, for 75 cents.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal,
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Pnblishers” Depavinent,

OUR GENERAL AGENTS.

Australin—Echo Publishing House, North Fitzroy, Victoria.

Canada Traet Society—Mrs. R. S. Owen, South Stukely, P. Q.

Colorado Tract Society—Mrs. G. W. Green, See., 812 Nineteenth
Ave., Denver, Col.

Dakota Tract Society—A. H. Beaumont, Sec., Vilas, Miner
Co., Dakota.

England—Mr. 8. N. Haskell, 48 Paternoster Row, London, E.

Florida—Lysle Reynolds, Sorrento, Orange Co., Fla.

Georgia—Charles F. Curtis, 229 South Pryor St., Atlanta, Ga.

Hawaiian Islands—International Tract So., Honolulu, IL. I.

I1linois Tract Society—F. T. Poole, Sec., 2and 4 College Place,
Chicago, I11.

Indiana Tract Society—John Moore, Sec., 175 Central Ave.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Towa Tract Society—Leroy T. Nicola, Sec., 603 East Twelfth
St., Des Moines, Iowa. 8 :

Kansas Tract Society—L. Dyo Chambers, Sec., No. 821 West
Fifth 8t., Topeka, Kan.

Kentucky—Elder J. H. Cook, Leitchfield, Grayson Co., Ky.,
and Elsie K. Scott, Cecilian, Hardin Co., Ky.

Maine Tract Society—M. Russell, Sec., No. 1 Johnson St.,
Baugor, Me. 3

Michigan Tract Society—Hattie House, Sec., Review and IHer-
ald Office, Battle Creek, Mich. 3

Minnesota Tract Society—A. L. Curtis, Sec., 336 Lake St. E.,
Minneapolig, Minn,, P. O. Box 1058. :

Missouri Tract Society—Clara E. Low, Sec., 3625 Finney Ave,
St. Louis, Mo. N

Nebraska Tract Society—Mrs. N. H. Druillard, Sec., 1505 E St.,
Lincoln, Neb.

New England—N. E. Tract Society, Mrs. E. T. Palmer, Sec.,
South Lancaster, Mass. ¥

New York State—J. V. Willson, Sec., N. Y. Tract Society, 317
West Bloomfield St., Rome, N. Y

New Zealand—International Tract Society, Turner St., off
Upper Queen St., Auckland, N. Z.

North Carolina—Elder J. M. Rees, Springfield, Tenn.

North Pacific—N. P. Tract Society, Charles A. Wyman,
Box 18, East Portland, Or. e i h

Norway—Sundhedsbladet, 74 Akersgaden, Christiania, Nor-

way.
Ohio Tract Society—L. T. Dysert, Sec., 440 Floyd St., Toledo.
Pennsylvania Tract Society—L. C. Chadwick, Sec., 125 Main
St., Wellsville, N. Y.
South Africa—Charles L.
Town, Cape Colony.
Switzerland—Imprimerie Polyglotte, 48 Weiherweg, Basel.
Tennessee—J. H. Dortch, Springville, Henry Co., Tenn., and
Elder J. M. Rees, Springfield, Robertson Co., Tenn.
Texas Tract Society—Turner Stevenson, Sec., Denton, Texas.
Upper Columbia—U. C. Tract Society, Mrs. L. A. Fero, Sec.,
Box 5’88, Walla Walla, W. T.
Vancouver Island—Bernard Robb, Victoria, B. C.
Vermont—Lizzie A. Stone, South Lancaster, Mass.
Virginia—Amy A. Neff, Quicksburgh, Shenandoah Co., Va.
West Virginia.—Mrs, N. W. Bogue, Parkersburg, W. Va.
Wisconsin Tract Society—F. W. Field, Sec., 1029 Jenifer St.,
Madison, Wis.

Sec.

Boyd and Ira J. Hankins, Cape

— - t——————————
RECEIPTS.

1. REMIT by Bank Draft, Money Order, or Express Order.

2. If Postal Note or paper money is sent, register the letter.

3. Drafts should be made payable to the PACIFic PRESS, on
New York or San I'rancisco banks. Those written on other
banks cost us exchange.

MissioNARY Saip.—A friend $10.
RECEIVED ox Account.—UJ C T and M Society $200,
North Pacific T and M Society $1,000.

Cavrirory1A ConvERENCE Fuxp,—EllaStripland $10,
S I Smith $10, W M Smith $40, Mrs L Sprague $3,
W Harper $50.

-
GERMAN EDITION OF

THE LIFE OF CHRIST.

By Mns. E. G. WHITE.

AUTHOR OF ‘‘THE GREAT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN CHRIST AND
SATAN,” “SKETCHES FROM THE LIFE OF PAUL,” ‘‘BIBLESANC-
TIFICATION,” AND OTHER VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS.

THIS new volume from the pen of the above gifted author,
who is already so well known both in this country and in Eu-
rope from her previous writings on religious and temperance
topies, will be hailed with delight by the German-reading pub-
lic throughout the world.

This work is written in a simple, yet terse and interesting
narrative style, and brings out many gems of truth in }hc life
and works of Christ which cannot but mvukcn‘ncw interest
and arouse a deeper love for the Saviour of mu.nk.m(l.

The book is for all classes, rich and poor, high and low,
young and old. All can learn valuable lessons from this life
of the ‘‘Great Teacher.”

““The Life of Christ” is printed in
new plates, on fine calendered paper,

pages. The 28 engravings which the b ,
the text and assist the reader to more readily understand the

circumstances and surroundings of Christ while on enrth}, and
to grasp the truths which the author brings out in its pages.
The narrative of the four evangelists is s
the work, and they are shown to be in harmony
While the work will be found to harmonize strictl
Bible, it at the same time so thoroughly interests
that it is with reluctance that he lays it down un
bage has been read.
Cloth, plain, without illustrations, -
¢y < yith 28 full-page illustrations, 2
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NOTICE OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE RURAL
HEALTH RETREAT ASSOCIATION.

(A CORPORATION.)

Norice is hereby given that a special meeting of the stock-
holders of the “ Rural Health Retreat Association” (a corpora-
tion), will be held at the principal place of business of said
corporation at the Rural Health Retreat Building at Crystal
Springs, near St. Helena, Napa County, State of California, at
the hour of nine o’clock, A. M., of the 6th (sixth) day of April,
1888, to consider the following propositions, viz. :—

First—To increase the capital stock of the ‘“ Rural Health
Retreat Association” (a corporation organized and existing un®
der the laws of the State of California), from the sum of fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000) to the sum of one hundred thou-
sand dollars ($100,000).

Second—To amend the Articles of Incorporation of the
‘““Rural Health Retreat Association’ (a corporation formed
and existing under the laws of the State of California), by add-
ing a subdivision to be known as Subdivision 6th of Article II
of the original Articles of Incorporation. Said Article II re-
citing the purposes for which said incorporation was formed,
said subdivision 6th to read as follows, viz. :(—

Sizth—To purchase, acquire, collect, and convey, ten (10)
inches of water out of what is known as “ Bell’s Canyon,” on
Howell Creek, from a point just below a hydraulic ram belong-
ing to W. A. C. Smith; located in the N. W. 3{ of the 8. W, 14
of Sec. 6, T. 8 N., R. 5 W., M. D. M., or other available points in
this section ; and Seec. 1, T. 8 N., R. 6 W., M. D. M., to conduct
the same along such route or routes as are deemed most feasi-
ble and practicable (according to careful surveys made by the
Company’s engineers) to the said Rural Health Retreat, and
to supply said Rural Health Retreat with all necessary water
for the purposes of consumption, manufacturing, and irriga-
tiom, and also to supply the inhabitants of said village of Crys-
tal Springs and vicinity with water for irrigation and domestic
purposes, and to sell the water, and collect rates for the sale
and use of the same.

Dated, Crystal Springs, Napa Co., Jan. 80, 1888,

Signed, J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH,

W. C. WHITE,

J. D. RICE,

W. A. PRATT,

A. B. ATWOOD,

Directors of the Rural Health Retreat Association
(a corporation).
Attest: J. FULTON. Sec’y.

THE TRUE EDUCATOR

A 18-PAGE EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL,

JFOR TEACHERS, STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND
SCHOOL OFFICERS.

Devoted to the discussion of the best methods of General
Education, and especially to the question of combining Man-
ual Training with Mental Culture.

PRICE ONLY 75 CENTS A YEAR OF TWELVE NUMBERS.
OUR CLUB RATES.

To T. and M. Societies, Two copiesfor - - - $1 00
To T. and M. Societies, FIVE copies for - - - 200
To others, FIVE copies to one address, - - - 300
To others, TEN copies to one address, - - - 500

Also an advertising medium for schools, all kinds of school
supplies, maps, books, pianos, organs, and other first-class
advertisements.

SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS TO SUBSCRIBERS.

We will send to any address for one year,—

1. For 95 cents, The True Educator and a “Handy Atlas of
the World,” which should be in.every library.

2. For $1.00, The True Educator and the American Sentinel, a
bright and able monthly, devoted to the defense of the United
States ‘Constitution as it is. The latter alone is fifty cents per
year. -

3. For $1.25, The True Educator and Good Health, the most
popular health magazine in America. The latter alone is $1.00
per year.

4. For §1.25, The True Educator and the Library Magazine, a
popular monthly literary journal that contains as much solid
literature in a year as any of the great $1.00 monthlies. The
latter alone is $1.00 per year.

5. The True Educator with any of Lothrop’s illustrated maga-
zines,— Wide-Awake, Our Litlle Men and Women, The Pansy,
Baby-Land, etc., which are famous as the best for young and
0ld people who wish to be intelligent,—is offered at marvel-
ously low rates.

We believe that the above offers are unsurpassed, if not
unequaled. Advertising Rawu,mnde known on application.

Address, THE TRUE EDUCATOR,
South Lancaster, Mass.

WHO CHANGED THE SAEBATH?
A TrACT of 24 pages, which fully answers this question, and
shows how Sunday displaced the Bible Sabbath. Extracts

~iven from Catholic writers, Price, 3 cents.
" Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal,
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The undersigned have organized, and will open on the
above date, a School of Domestic Economy, to be continued
for twenty-five weeks. The following Subjects will be taught,
both theoretically and practically :—

SCIENTIFIC COOKERY, TABLE SERVICE, HYGIENE OF
DIET, GENERAL HOUSEKEEPING. DRESSMAKING, LAUN-
DRY WORK, ECONOMICAL HOUQEKEEPING. DOMESTIC
HYGIENE (including Sanitary care of house and premises,
tests for impure water, Yuriﬁcation of water, disinfection,
etc.), INDIVIDUAL HYGIENE, and KEEPING OF FAMILY
ACCéUN’I‘S. In fact, every subject pertaining to the econom-
ical and hygienic care of a home,

TERMS: Tuition, $25.00. Board and Tui-
T tion, $100.00. - - -~

A number of suitable persons who can furnish good recom-
mendations, will be given an opportunity to meet their ex-
penses wholly in work, and if thoroughly capable can earn
moderate wages during the course.

This is an Opportunity which no Young Woman who wishes to Becomo a
4 ~ndood Housekeeper can afford to miss. v~

; For circulars and farther particulars apply at once to
SANITARIUM SCHOOL OF ECONOMY,
Battie Creek, Michigan.

” TEMPERANCE PACKAGES.

WE have put up in neat packages, with printed wrappers,
three different assortments of our health and temperance works,
which we will furnish, post-paid, at the prices named.

TEN CENT PACKAGE,

This package contains 100 pages in twenty-five tracts, as fol-
lows:—

The Code of Health—Iow to Live a Century—Pure Air—How
*5 Ventilate a House—A Back Yard Examined—Inventory of a
Cellar—What's in the Well—Cayenne and Its Congeners—A
Live Hog Examined—A Peep into a Packing House—The Con-
tents of a Tea-Pot—Tea Tasters—Tea Drinking and Nervous-
ness—Tea Topers—Tea and Tippling—Tobaceo Poisoning—A
Relic of Barbarism—Tobacco Blindness—Science vs. Tobacco-
Using—The Smoke Nuisance—The Rum Family—A Drunkard’s
Stomach—Gin Livers—A Rum Blossom—aAlcoholism.

Of the twenty-five tracts, ten are devoted to general hygiene,
five to the subject of temperance, five to alcoholic drinks, and
five to tea and coffee. Twelve packages, post-paid, for $1.00.

FORTY CENT PACKAGE.
The second package, costing forty cents, post-paid, contains
the following tracts and pamphlets:— ’

True Temperance—Alcohol, What Is It ?—Our Nation’s Curse
—Cause and Cure of Intemperance—Effects of Intemperance—
The Drunkard’s Arguments Answered—Aleoholic Medication—
Alcoholic Poison—Tobacco Poisoning—Tobacco-Using a Cause
of Disease—Tobacco-Using a Relic of Barbarism—Evil Effects of
Tea and Coffee—Ten Arguments on Tea and Coffee—Pork, the
Dangers of Its Use—Diphtheria, its Causes, Prevention, and
Proper Treatment. By J. H. Kellogg, M. D. This book should
be in every household.

ONE DOLLAR PACKAGE.

The third package, costing $1.00, post-paid, contains in addi.
Jdon to the forty cent package the following pamphlets:—

Proper Diet for Man, price 15¢.—The Uses of Water, price 25¢.—
Dyspepsia, Its Cause and Cure, price 25¢.

The object of Arranging these Packages is to get them ina
scnyenient form for sale and for selection.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

THE ADVENT REVIEW
AND SABBATH HERALD.

A RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL, PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT BATTLE
CREEK, MICH., BY THE 8. D. A. PUBLISIING ASSOCIATION.

SIXTEEN large, closely printed pages of choice reading mat-
ter, treating upon all the Prophetic themes of the Bible, the
| Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ at Hand, Closing
Reforms in the Church, the Gospel of Christ, Conversion, Prac-
tical Godliness, ete.

This is the organ of the Seventh-day Adventist denomina-
tion, the oldest journal of this people. It is now in its sixty-
second volume. Contains full reports from the ministers and
the doings of the different organizations of this denomination.
No one should fail to take the Review and Ierald. Price, in
advance, $2.00 per year.

Address, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich.

CHRIST AND THE SABBATH: Or Christ in the Old
Testament and the Sabbath in the New, by Elder James White,

Paper covers, fifty-six pages, sent post-paid for ten cents.
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Qakland, Cal,

/
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&a~We send no papers from this office without pay in advance
unless by special arrangement. When persons receive copies
without ordering them, they are sent by other parties, and we
can give no information in regard to them. Persons thus re-
ceiving copies of the SIGNS are not indebted to the office, and
will not be called upon for pay. Please read the papers and
hand them to your friends to read.

We are forcibly reminded of the pertinency of the
question, “What is in a name?” by reading that
“Mrs. Bible” was one of the prominent speakers at
the late meeting of the State Spiritualist Association
of Michigan.

B4

WE are in receipt of the Cape Times, of February 1,
published at Cape Town, S. Africa, which contains
the advertisement of the tent-meetings then being
conducted by Elders Robinson and Boyd. It con-
tains also a very favorable editorial notice of the
work.

Ir is hoped that everybody who attends prayer-
meeting will ponder well the following words by the
editor of the Sunday School Times :—

“If, indeed, a man really believes it to be his duty
to bring a chill into a prayer-meeting, he could
hardly do that duty more effectively than by taking
a back seat, and sticking to it persistently.”

The same thing applies to a woman also. Reader,
are you a back seat church-member?

bt

Ix one of the best equipped first-class theaters in
New York City, a play was recently introduced that
was so filthy that even hardened theater-goers were
constrained to protest, and some of the most obscene
portions of the play have been cut out. Of course
the whole drift of the play is vile, but with the most
obscene ions eliminated, it will be allowed to run.
And yet people talk about the elevating character of

the stage, and many clergymen are found among
its defenders.

Kaser WiLHeLM, emperor of Germany, died in
Berlin at 8:30 A. ., March 9, at the advanced age
of ninety-one. He was crowned King of Prussia in
1861; and was proclaimed Emperor of all the Ger-
manic States in January, 1871. His great prowess as
a ruler has been ably seconded by the abilities and
energies of the “Iron Prince,” Bismarck. His private
life was simple, and his genial character endeared
him to his people.

The Crown Prince, Frederick William, succeeds
him under the title of Frederick III. But his health
is in such a precarious state as to render the succes-
sion of his son William, a young prince of twenty-
nine years, an event very likely to occur within a
few days.

O

Tae following question has been handed to us for
immediate answer through the Sians or THE Toves:
_“Is it right, in hauling freight to the stores, to haul
liquors and tobacco? When we haul our hay to
town, we generally get back loads. We have hauled
some whisky and beer to , and the other night
there was a man beaten to death with a club while
under the influence of liquor. What shall we do

when we get an order for a load of groceries, and in
it there is liquor?”

‘We imagine that when the writer of the above sees
his question in plain, cold print, he will be able to
answer it for himself. We can give only-one an-
swer. Any argument which would justify him in
hauling the liquor, would also justify him in selling
it. The responsibility cannot be evaded by saying
that men might injure themselves or others with
anything that they might haul. People might kill
themselves on flour and potatoes, but they don’t
do it very often, and the object of those things is to
maintain life. But the sole object of liquor is to
injure men, and to put them in a condition where
they will injure others.

We don’t usually give direct answers to questions
that are asked on matters of conscience, as we pre-

fer to let people be conscience for themselves; but
we have no hesitation in saying that the proper
thing to do with whisky is, to let it alone. “ But
then we should not get any freight to haul.” Well,
if so, then live on the profits of your hay, and go
home without any back loads. You will not starve
to death. If you do, no matter. Remember that
the martyrs might have lived a great deal longer

i than they did, if they had been willing to do wrong

in order to live. When it is absolutely impossible
for a man to get a living without committing crime,
or aiding others to do so, that is an evidence that
he has lived as long as the Lord wants him to.

AP bt

PassiNa by a cigar stand the other day, we saw in
bold letters the following free advice: “Smoke San-
itary Cigars!” and straightway we began to wonder
what kind of cigars Sanitary cigars could be. We
could not think of anything that could make cigars
healthful, except the absence of tobagco, and that
evidently was not what the enterprising cigar vendor
meant to suggest. Finally we concluded that Sanitary
cigars are just the ordinary vile compounds that we
meet on the cars and the ferry-boats, and that their
sanitary property is the same as that of certain “dis-
infectants,”—they smell so bad that people are forced
to open the windows, and so they get a little fresh
air. Even with that view, we think that “ Sanitary
cigars” are a failure, for they usually smell bad
enough to vitiate all the air in the neighborhood.
Ordinary air stands no show in the presence of a
dozen men with cigars.

—_———————

It is reported in the religious press that a great re-
vival is progressing in Tokio, Japan, with no fewer
than five hundred conversions in a single month.
One religious journal, in noting the wonderful re-
vival, and how recently the country was wholly
pagan says: “Everybosly is interested in Christian-
ity, and nobody speaks against it.” Well, then, we
fear that Christianity is in a bad condition in Japan.
Christ said: “Woe unto you, when all men shall
speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the
false prophets.” When the Christians were only “a

| sect” that was everywhere spoken against, Chris-

tianity was pure and undefiled ; but when Constan-
tine elevated Christianity to the throne of the world,
and nobody spoke against it, but men found that
they gained popularity by accepting it, then real
Christianity fled, and “that wicked” took its place.
We do not believe Christ’s words have any less ap-
plication to-day than they had eighteen hundred
years ago. ,

o -

Tue Independent, in its latest issue, has a short edi-
torial on “Fraudulent or Disgusting Advertise-
ments,” in which it severely scores those religious
newspapers “which lack the carnal wit to see that
any advertiser who takes the public into his confi-
dence and tells how $100 a month is likely to be
paid on an investment of $350 is simply lying.” It
says :—

“We have heard of several cases in which women
have been attracted by this advertisement, and have
either sent, or been dissuaded from semiing, their
monely; to this fraudulemt concern. We know a
church in this neighborhood in which there were
distributed three hundred copies of a religious paper
in which the advertisement appeared. When no
satisfaction was received to a protest against the ap-
pearance of the advertisement, that church canceled
the whole subscription at once.”

Good! Hundreds of people are disgusted by the
nauseating patent medicine advertisements which
many papers mix up with their religious items, and
if they would express their disapproval in as decided
a way as in the above-mentioned instance, that dis-
grace to the cause of religion might be stopped.

P

Nor long ago the relig‘ious journals of New York
were very active in working for the Saturday half-
holiday. Now the Bank Superintendent of the
State, in his report to the Legislature, has recom-
mended that the law be so amended as to be lim-
ited in its operations to July and August, during
which months business in the cities is usually sus-

pended on Saturday afternoons; and the Independent
says that ““ a better recommendation would have been
a total repeal of the law altogether.” It thoughtfully
adds :—

“The truth is, that the law is really of no service
to anybody. The design of the Legislature in pass-
ing it, was simply to humbug the working people, by
seeming to do something for them, when in fact do-
ing nothing except to their injury.”

And that is just the case with all Sunday legisla-
tion. If the workingmen allow the Sunday-law ad-
vocates to humbug them into thinking that the object
of Sunday laws is to benefit them, they will find out
the contrary to their sorrow when it is too late to
remedy the matter.

- —
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AN esteemed brother presents, in behalf of a
friend, the following problem for solution: By the
fourth commandment, we are required to rest upon
the seventh day and are permitted, but not com-
manded, to work on the other six days; we may use
them as we choose. In the event of a law requiring
all to keep Sunday and permitting us to keep the
Sabbath too, would it be sin in us to observe Sun-
day? The friend claims it would not be, and that
we would incur sin only by keeping Sunday instead
of the Sabbath. And so by keeping both days the
commandments may be kept and persecution avoided.

This is such an apparent two-faced policy that its
advocates are not satisfied with it, but its opponents
do not always understand how to meet it. One way
in which it is met is to hold that the expression.
“Six days shalt thou labor,” is a positive command,
as much so as the requirement to rest upon the sev-
enth day; so that resting on any of the six days be-
comes a sin. But that is not, in the minds of many,
a tenable position. Confirmed laziness and shift-
lessness is a sin, doubtless; but the resting upon a
secular day, or its employment for diversion, or relig-
ious purposes, or relaxation from care, is nowhere
so considered. And yet it would be sin under such
an interpretation of the fourth commandment. 1t is,
however, evident that the privilege of working six
days in the week is a God-given right, of which the
State should not deprive any citizen.

But while the occasional cessation from labor on
the six days may not be a sin, the habitual observ-
ance of another day as a rest day beside and along
with the one which God appointed would be a very
different matter, and would be sin. It would be
subversive of the principle upon which the Sabbath
stands as a peculiar day. A man who would cele-
brate with equal zest the holidays of two opposing
nations would not be regarded with favor by either.
No man can have the sign of God’s peculiar people
and wear it legitimately while wearing the badge of
the enemy of God’s authority. It would be sin to
place on an equality with the commands of high
Heaven that which we know to be the mandates of
antichristian power: “Ye cannot serve God and
Mammon.” And yet this is just what he tries to do
who from respect to God’s authority keeps the Sab-
bath day, and from fear of the law keeps the Papal
Sunday. It is true he only keeps the latter for fear
of consequences, but he who fears consequences
should learn to commit them to the God of Daniel.

o

“Tre Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and plenteous in mercy.” Ps. 103:8,

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR TIHE

International Tract and Missionary Society.

A sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discus-
sion of the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of
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