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THOUGHTS, &ec.

INTRODUCTION.

WhriLE the secular arm is constrained by the fearful disor-
ders of society, to interpose im order to put a stop, if possible,
to flagrant wickedness, the spiritual mind cannot but discern in
existing facts a new development of the mystery of iniquity,
by so near an approach towards a renunciation of all authority,
human and divine. Support and consolation under such an
appalling prospect can alone proceed from an anticipation, de-
rived from the word of truth, that when iniquity abounds to
the full, those that destroy the earth shall themselves be
“brought to desolation in a moment, and be utterly consumed
with terrors.”” Another mystery will receive a simultaneous
accomplishment and issue, in the renovation of a distracted
world, and the triumphant establishment of the kingdom of
God.

The subject is treated of under the following heads:—

I. TuE eLorious EpreaANY. (Titus ii. 13.)
II. TaE rirsT RESURRECTION. (Rev. xx. 5.)
III. TrEe ExD or THE worLD. (Matt. xxviii. 20.)
1V. TrE worLD To coME. (Heb. ii. 5.)
V. THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS. (Acts iii. 21.)
VI. Tae xiNepoM oF IsRAEL. (Actsi. 6.)
VII. Tyees.
VIIL. PracTICAL VIEW.

Some of these titles, it is imagined, may afford occasion
either of ridicule to the profane, or of offence to the serious:
but such consequences are not justly to be charged upon the
writer, who has taken them from the word of God; and he
purposes to examine their import by the law and testimony
thereof, without any undue partiality for human authority,
whether of early or later date. It is by no means his inten-
tion to question any article of “the faith once delivered to the
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.

saints,” but to examine how far the purity of its stream may
have been affected by the channels of interpretation through
which it has come down to us. As an apology (if any be re-
quisite) for such an attempt to elucidate some important pas-
sages of Scripture, he would observe, that any former abuse or
absurd exhibition of the doctrines they contain, will afford no
better argument for their absolute rejection, than such as the
corruptions of Christianity can offer to justify the denial of its
truth, .

The several points intended for discussion in the following
papers, are stated at once in the order in which they will be
treated. The candid reader who may deem them not unworthy
of his notice, may thus be prepared, if he will, by a previous
examination of the passages referred to, and be induced to
withhold a premature, and therefore defective judgment on
the whole argument, until the light which these converging
;l;bjects may afford, shall be collected into one and the same

cus.

The great counsel of God in ‘the dispensation of the fulness
of times” is far too important to have escaped from the devices
of the enemy, and it has accordingly been much darkened by
words without knowledge: it may be collected from Seripture,
that this obscurity would be allowed to continue till the period
immediately preceding its fulfilment.

The latter part of the vision of Daniel was sealed; but the
revelation of it in St. John is an open book. It is “the Reve-
lation of Jesus Christ which God gave him to shew to his ser-
vants,”’ and “‘blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein, for “the time is at hand.”

L. THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY.

The context of this expression will introduce at once the dis-
tinction of the first and second Epiphany, intended to be
marked out in the whole subsequent discussion. ““The grace
of God hath appeared,’” wrgsm, and by it we are are taught to
look forward to “the appearance of the glory,” engawar. grace
came by Jesus Christ at his first, and he will come in glory at
his second, appearance. We are exhorted to live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world, or ¢the age that
now is,” that in the age to come we may be partakers of this
glory: or, as it is expressed by the same Apostle, Ephesians ii.
5—8, “by grace we are saved,” or raised up already to a new
life with Christ, that “in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace;” that is, his glory, of which pre-
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sent grace is the pledge and assurance: for “‘the Lord will give
grace and glory.” (Psalm Ixxxiv. 11.) ¢“Whom he justified,
them he also glorified.” (Romans viii. 30.) ¢“He shall come
to be glorified in his saints.”” (2 Thess. i. 10.) «If we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For
the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the mani-
festation of the sons of God,”” and their deliverance ‘from
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God,”” who have ¢‘the first-fruits of the Spirit,”
and yet “groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of the body.”” (Romansviii.) ¢For our
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,” or the
body of the glory of himself. (Phil. iii. 20, 21.)

This glorious appearance is coupled with the kingdom of
glory, and the saints are connected with the one as with the
other. (1 Thess. ii. 12.)  “I charge thee before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at
his appearing and kingdom.”” (2 Tim. iv. 1.) “That ye would
walk worthy of God, who hath called you to his kingdom and
glory.” ¢That ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom
of God, for which, vmex (not in which) ye also suffer: seeing
it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to
them that trouble you, and to you who are troubled (to recom-
pense) rest with us; when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence (face, mpooms) of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” (2 Thess. i.) «If
we suffer, we shall also reign with him.” (2 Tim. ii. 12.)
«Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appear-
ing.” (2 Tim. iv. 8) “When Christ our life shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with Him 1n grLory.” (Col. ili. 4.)
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” (1 Peter v.4.) The
Church will then be presented by Christ “to himself, a glo-
rious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.”
(Eph. v. 27.) At his first appearance he ‘“made an end of
sin”’ (Daniel ix. 24); and “unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin, unto salvation.” (Heb.

67
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ix. 28) At the first, God was manifest in the flesh; and at
the second, the human nature will be manifested in the Divine,
for the ¢Son of Man shall come. in the glory of his Father.”’
(Mark viii. 38.)

As before the Incarnation, Christ had appeared as man, to
prepare the church for his epiphany in the flesh; so it should
seem he had given a pledge of his future epiphany in glory;
for, after his speaking of that coming in connection with ¢‘the
kingdom of God,” (Luke ix. 26, 27,) the account of the trans-
figuration follows, in which the disciples ¢‘saw his glory,”” and
Moses and Elias also ¢‘appeared in glory,”” and there came a
cloud and overshadowed them.

St. Peter (2 Peter i. 16), directly alluding to this remark-
able manifestation, refers it to the “power and coming of
Christ,”” as if exemplified in the holy mount, and declares it
to be “no cunningly devised fable.” On this occasion, the
dispensations of grace and of glory—the kingdoms of patience
and of power—the church militant and triumphant, were ex-
hibited; at once affording an illustrious pattern of things to
come in that glorious appearance and kingdom, when all will
be “eye-witnesses of his majesty;” when the Lamb and his
company shall stand on the mount of Zion; ¢when the glory
of God shall lighten that city, in the light whereof the nations
of them which are saved shall walk”” (Rev. xiv. and xxi.
23, 24.)

If the nations and kings of 2Ae earih are to bring their glory
and honour into it, this must be a dispensation kere delow, and
in time—such distinctions do not seem applicable to the
eternal state—they seem rather to signify the kingdom ap-
pointed to Christ by the Father, as the crown of his medi-
atorial office: when al/ kings shall fall-down before him, all
nations shall do him service; when He shall be King of kings,
and Lord of lords; when “there shall be given to him dominion
and- glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan-
guages, should serve Him;” when “the greatness of the king-
dom under (not in) the whole heaven shall be given to the
saints of the Most High,”” (Dan. vii. 14 and 27): until “the
end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father;”” when “the Son also shall himself be subject
unto Him that put all things under him, that God may be all
in all”” (1 Cor. xv. 24, and 28.)

It will be allowed that the first epiphany was distinetly re-
vealed to Daniel (chap. ix. 24), in the interpretation of the
seventy weeks, and that he had understanding given him to
understand the matter; but of another vision he says, “none
understood it,” (chap. viii. 27); and of the time of the end,
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when the wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament,
as the glorified bodies in the transfiguration, it was said (chap.
xii. 4, 9, 10), ““Shut up the words, and seal the book,” till
“the knowledge of it shall be increased:’ the words are closed
and sealed up till the time of the end, when “the wise shall
understand.”

Whether the glorious epiphany be not also declared by
Daniel, though he understood it not; and whether this ap-
pearance be not also conjoined immediately with the kingdom
of God, then to be established on earth; shall now be con-
sidered, by reference to the passages.

It appears that a comprehensive vision was vouchsafed to
him of all the kingdoms of the world, from the first king of
kings to the last. (Comp. Dan. ii. 36, and Rev. xix. 16.)
Every revolution of universal empire was set before him, from
the kingdom of Babylon to the kingdom of God. The whole
body politic was represented by the parts of a body, natural in
figure, but composed of various materials. After so much
discussion, and so general a consent upon the point, it is need-
less to shew in detail the application of the several parts. We
.are concerned at present only with the feet and toes of the
image, composed of iron and clay; and these will be allowed
to represent the Roman Empire in its last divided state, partly
strong as iron, partly weak as clay, but divided into ten king-
doms at least. “In the days of these kings, shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, it shall break in
pieces, and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever.” (Daniel ii. 44.) .

The means by which this universal revolution is produced,
are supernatural. “A stone was cut out without hunds, which
smote the image upon the feet of iron and clay, and brake
them to pieces; and the stone that smote the image became a
great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” (Verses 34, 35.)

Without hands,is a Scriptural expression for that which is
spiritual; as, the “circumcision not made with hands,” or the
“building of God, an house not made with hands.”

The stone smites the image on the feet, or last divided state
of the Roman Empire, and breaks the rest of the image in
pieces. It may be doubted, whether this figure can properly
represent the first advent of our Lord, as the Empire was not
then in its divided state; but it seems to be referred by Christ
himself to the judgments attending or preceding his second ap-
pearance. “The stone which the builders rejected, is become
the head of the corner. Whosoever shall fall upon that stone
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shall be broken; but on whomsoever ¢ shall fall, it will grind
him to powder. (Luke xx. 17, 18.)

In the corresponding passage (Matt. xxi. 43), the transfer
of the kingdom of God from the Jews to the Gentiles is in-
troduced: and thus it should seem, that when the Gentile king-
doms are to end, the stone will fall upon them, and become
itself the universal kingdom, the kingdom of the mountain
filling the whole earth. In the discourse on Mount Olivet,
our Lord tells his disciples, ¢‘Jerusalem shall be trodden down
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,”
and “then (after other signs) shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud, with power and great glory.” (Luke xxi.
27.) “When ye see these things begin to come to pass, know
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” This, then, is
the “glorious appearance and kingdom”’ yet to come; for the
times of the Gentiles continue, and the ten kingdoms of the
image yet exist.

Nor is this all: in the viith chapter of Daniel the ¢‘appear-
ance and kingdom” still more distinctly point to the second
glorious epiphany. The Roman Empire is there designated
by a beast with ten horns, in the midst of which a little horn
arises, speaking great words. The beast is slain; his body de-
stroyed and given to the flame; and then follows, “I saw in
the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man came
with zhe clouds of heaven.”” St. Paul says, ¢the Lord Aim-
self shall descend from heaven,”” (1 Thess. iv. 16); but not till
¢sthat Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of his coming.”” (2 Thess. ii. 8.)

St. John says, when the “Word of God” is revealed under
the title of “King of kings,”” the beast and the false prophet
are both cast alive into a lake of fire. ~Let the devout inquire
into what is noted in the Scripture of truth—let them compare
the description of the Ancient of Days, in Daniel vii. 9, 10,
13, 14, with that of the Son of Man, in Rev. i. 13—18, and
see if they can arrive at any other conclusion, than that the
same glorious epiphany is represented in both; in which the
Son of Man is revealed in the glory of his Father, as a priest
on a throne; when the God of heaven sets up the kingdom
which is given to the Son of Man.

If any further confirmation be wanting, the Scriptures afford
it. It is not, perhaps, too much to suppose, that our Lord
(who gives so decided a testimony to Daniel) referred to this
prophecy, in answer to Caiaphas: “Hereafter shall ye see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming in
the clouds of heaven.” (Matt, xxvi, 64.) When he was trans-



EXPECTA"I‘IONS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 9

figured, a cloud overshadowed him; when he ascended, ‘a
cloud received him:’ to remove all doubt upon the subject,
two special witnesses to the fact declared, “This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.,” (Actsi. 11.J

Therefore we, who know the living and true God, “looking
for that blessed hope and glorious appearance,” will wait for
his Son from heaven; remembering his own admonition,
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be ac-
counted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”” (Luke xxi.)

“Behold! He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
Him, and they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of
the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”

II. THE FIRST RESURRECTION.

The doctrine of the resurrection of the body seems to have
been little understood till “tke appearanee of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and brought life and
immortality to light through the Gospel.”” That holy men of
old had some intimations of this glorious truth, is evident from
the confidence of Job, whose expeetation of seeing his Re-
deemer stand at the latter day upon the earth, after the destruc-
tion of his own body by worms, yet remains to be realized at
the second advent. Many passages of the Psalms are refer-
able to the subject; and our Lord’s observations to the Sad-
ducees, who said, “there is no resurrection,’® are sufficient to
shew, that under the old dispensation some light was vouch-
safed concerning it: “As touching the dead, that they rise,”
&e. (Mark xii. 26, 27.)

The Pharisees appear to have had some apprehensions (be-
yond their suspicion of the disciples), from their caution te
make sure the sepulchre: they had noticed and remembered,
that “that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again.”’ But the blindness and incredulity of
the disciples themselves is remarkable. - When Peterand John
came to the sepulchre, “as yet they knew not the Scripture,
that he must rise again from the dead.”” Thomas doubted the
fact, and required the evidence of his senses. The two disci-
ples at Emmaus were “slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets had spoken.”” When the women ¢returned from the
sepulchre, and told all these things unto the apostles, their
words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them
not.”’” “He appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart,

67*
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because they believed not them which had seen him after he
was risen.”

If so much doubt and unbelief prevailed among the disciples
of our Lord concerning his own resurrection, it is not sur-
prising that a similar spirit should have been manifested in the
latter ages of the church with respect to the resurrection of
the members of his spiritual body. Notwithstanding the ad-
ditional light which the Epistles of St. Paul have cast on the
general testimony of the sacred record; notwithstanding the
clue of interpretation given in ¢‘the Revelation of Jesus Christ,”
for the solution of corresponding passages in either Testament;
the subject yet remains obscure and intricate to the majority of
professed and even devout believers. The time, and nature,
and order of this great event, are, for the most part, merged
in generalities, or confounded with the popular idea of the
Last Judgment; and it is possible that many things may be
advanced on these heads, on good and solid foundation, which
may still appear as idle tales to many who receive the Scrip-
tures, and yet are slow of heart to believe arv that the pro-
phets have spoken. Many, like Martha, would say of a
departed brother, ““I know that he shall rise again at the last
day,” who know not the hour and ¢‘power of that resurrec-
tion,”” which is peculiar to those only who are quickened
together with Christ, as “bone of his bone, and flesh of his
flesh,” “very members incorporale in his mystical body.”

A few in all ages have followed the beloved John from
Calvary to Patmos, and by faith have seen the glory of God
in that ulterior dispensation, most fully revealed to him who
Jirst believed in the resurrection of his Lord. They have
meditated with delightful anticipation over the sepulchre of
“the First'Begotten from the dead;’’ and considering that the
¢‘graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection,
and went unto the holy city and appeared unto many,” they
have not been backward to believe or to declare the counsel of
God, as spoken by the prophets, concerning “the whole house
of Israel.”” It is enough for them that it is written, ¢Behold,
O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come
up out of your graves, and bring you unto the land of Israel.”
(Ezek. xxxvii. 12.) These words are too specific to admit of
a merely figurative application, and the context abundantly
proves their reference to a local and yet future dispensation.—
¢«The resurrection of the just” (Luke xiv. 14); “The resur-
rection of life” (John v. 29); “A better resurrection’ (Heb.
xi. 35); “The first resurrection” (Rev. xx. 5), appear to be
terms declaratory of some remarkable distinctions to be put
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between the evil and the good, not only as to their final sen-
tence of condemnation or acquittal, but as to the time and cir-
cumstances of the resuscitation of their bodies.

“The children of God’’ are so named by our Lord, when
speaking on the subject (Luke xx, 36), ‘‘being the children of
the resurrection;”’ and if this were intended solely of the fact
that their bodies shall be raised in common with “the rest of
the dead,”” it would seem no such distinguishing title as it is
made in that passage, with reference, moreover, to a period of
time and an age of the world (as will be shewn afterwards)
during which the rest of the dead are not restored to life at all.
If there be no such distinction as implied above, what con-
struction is to be put upon the earnest desire of St. Paul, ¢if
by any means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead?’”
(Phil. iii. 11.) The spiritual resurrection of the soul by faith,
he had already attained to; he was in this sense ¢‘risen with
Christ:”” and no peculiar means were requisite to certify the
resurrection of his own body, for he knew, from his Master’s
assurance, that ¢‘ALL who are in their graves should come
forth.” He who of old “was called in question touching the
resurrection of the dead,” well knew that ¢in Christ all shall
he made alive;”” but he was taught to give to each a gradation
and priority of rank and succession: “Christ the first-fruits”
(he should be the first that should rise from the dead, Acts xxvi.
23); “afterwards they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor.
xv. 23). He was willing to be “planted in the likeness of his
death, that he might be also in the likeness of his resurrec-
tion.”” (Rom. vi. 5.) He desired to “‘suffer with Christ,
that he might be glorified together with him” (Rom. viii. 17);
to be made “conformable to his death, that he might attain to
a resurrection,” which he seems to distinguish from any other
by a word never applied to the general resurrection, or to that
of the unjust—it seems to express a rising up ou! of the mass
of the dead. The word is #ansurs, while the usual word,
arasaci, in the passage referred to (Phil. iii. 10), is used of
Christ’s own resurrection. It is the only place where it oc-
curs, and is rendered by Schleusner, ‘‘ut consequar aliguando
beatem é mortuis resurrectionem.”” Thus it appears that the
JSirst resurrection is that of the Martyrs, who have suffered
for the truth, or otherwise borne a faithful testimony. (Rev.
XX. 4, and xi. 18.) It is coincident with the coming and king-
dom of Christ, when ¢the Lord my God shall come, and all
the saints.”” (Zech. xiv.) At the opening of the fourth seal,
power is given to death and hell, ¢to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with the beasts of the earth.” Under the fifth
seal, they “that were slain for the word of God, and for the
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testimony which they held,” cried, “How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost thou not judge, and avenge our blood on. them
that dwell on the earth?”” when it was said unto them, that
¢‘they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow-
servants also, and their brethren that should be killed as they
were, should be fulfilled.” (Rev. vi. 9, 10.) At the sound-
ing of the seventh trumpet, Christ takes his kingdom and
reigns; “and the nations were angry; and thy wrath is come,
-and the time of the dead that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to
the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and' great.”
This time of the dead is manifestly their resurrection, or the
“resurrection of the just;’’ and their reward is, that they receive
their glorified bodies, live and reign with Christ: for on the
binding of Satan, and the destruction of the bestial or Roman
Empire, “the * souls of them that were beheaded for the wit-
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast,” &e. ; they “lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years, but the rest of the dead lived not again until
a thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection,”
—n ayasasicn spwrs. The article is twice significantly used, and
the passage may be rendered, “This is the resurrection the
JSirst.”” ¢«Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power.”” (Rev.
XX. 6.)

The living of the saints, and the living of the rest of the
dead, in this passage, must obviously intend living in the same
way, or the character of the resurrection is similar: in both
cases it is bodily; for in this sense alone is any resurrection
common to the saints and the rest of the dead, or mankind in
general—thus “in Adam all die,”” and thus truly in, or by
Christ, “shall all be made alive.”” In a ‘spiritual sense, those
who live and reign were already ¢‘risen with Christ,”” and
¢alive unto God,”” by faith; and in that sense the rest of the
dead, whose bodies are raised at the end of the thousand years,
will never live at all: they were dead already in their souls, and
will receive their bodies only to be placed under the power of
¢the second death.”” As the Psalmist speaks of the wicked,
(Psalm xlix.): “Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death
shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over
them in the morning (i. e. of the first resurrection); and their
beauty shall eonsume away in the grave from their dwelling;
but God will redeem my soul (or'me) from the power of the

* The word Juy» (psyche) in the (LXX.) Greek version of the Old Testa-
ment means dead body in the following places: Leviticus xxii, 4; Numb. v.
9—vi, 6—x, 11, 13; Haggai ii. 14; Numb. ix. 6; Lev. xxi, L.
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grave, for he shall receive me’’—that is, at the second coming
of Christ, who says to his disciples, “I will came again and
receive 'you to myself, that where I am, ye may be also.”
(John xiv. 3.) The same distinction is put between the just
and the unjust, between God’s people and their oppressors, in
Isaiah xxvi. 14—19. Of the one it is said, “Dead, they shall
not live; deceased, they shall not rise:”’ of the other, “Thy
dead shall live; my dead body shall they arise. Awake and
sing, ye that dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew of
herbs, and the earth shall cast out her dead.”” And this takes
place at the second advent, for it follows, “The Lord cometh
out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth;”” when,
according to Malachi, chap. iv., “all the proud, and all that do
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch: but unto you that fear my name shall
the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings, and
ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the stall; and ye
shall tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet.”” And this again, by the context, is at the
coming and appearance of Christ; for “who may abide the day
of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth?”
(chap. iii. 2.) The first resurrection is thus one of the first
distinctions which will be put “between the righteous and the
wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth
him not.”

It was the great consolation of the early suffering Church.
“Comfort one another with these words,”” concludes the pass-
age in 1 Thess. iv. 14, where the doctrine of the first resur-
rection is most plainly intimated, and put upon the same ground
of faith as the resurrection of Christ himself; where the dis-
tinction is drawn between soul and body, and their reunion in
the persons of the risen saints is declared: the soul is said to
sleep in Jesus, and this God will bring with him; but the bodies
of the saints are dead in Christ. The souls are waiting for
“the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body.”” The prayer
of the Apostle is, that your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:”
“for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him;”” (verse
14); “‘and the dead in Christ shall rise first”” The bodies of
the saints shall rise in an order of priority, more distinctly
marked in other passages of sacred Scripture, and by the
Apostle in 1 Cor. xv., which treats largely of the resurrection
of the body as connected with the resurrection of Christ; of
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whom the spiritual resurrection of the soul in this life from
the death of sin cannot be predicated at all.

With reference to the literal resurrection of the body, a dis-
tinct succession is declared. “By man came death; by man
also the resurrection from the dead:” “as in Adam all die,
even 8o in Christ shall all be made alive,”’—that is, receive
their bodies—all; but all are not made alive in their souls:
some, in that sense, are ““twice dead.” But “every man’’ as
to the resurrection of the body) “1x His owN oRDER: Christ
the first-fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his.coming:”
‘‘expressio unius est exclusio alterius.” Therefore it might
be inferred from this declaration, that ¢the rest of the dead
(bodies) lived not again,” or were not raised at that time. And
the time when they shall live again, or be raised, is distinctly
marked out, when this part of the mystery is more fully re-
vealed by Jesus Christ himself. St. Paul says, “Behold, I
shew you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed: for this corrup-
tible (that is, the body) must put on incorruption, and this mor-
tal must put on immortality.”” These expressions must relate
to the body “dead in Christ,”’ to be raised at his coming; and
not to the soul which sleeps in Jesus: for they that sleep in
Jesus when ¢absent from the body, and present with the
Lord,” have already, in that sense, put on both incorruption
and immortality: they are already “born of incorruptible seed,
by the word of God, which liveth for ever;’’ they are already
“passed from death unto life:’’ and they, who are thus “alive,
and remain”’ till the coming of Christ, will be changed as soon
as the “dead in Christ,” and asleep in.Jesus gre reunited in
body and soul. This is that celestial body, like unto the glo-
rious body of Christ, the image of the heavenly Adam, which
every member of the invisible church will bear; and of which
he may say, with David, “I shall behold thy face in righte-
ousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.”

““The second Adam is a quickening spirit’* as to the body,
of which St. Paul is here speaking; and in another plaece he
says, “If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead, shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”
(Rom. viii. 11.) And this will be, as appears by the same
chapter, at the “manifestation of the sons of God;” at ¢the
redemption of the body;”” when ¢‘the creature itself also shall
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, unta the glorious
liberty of the children of God.”” But “the children of God™
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are called by our Lord, as observed before, “the children of
the resurrection,” in a peculiar sense: (Luke xx. 36.) for
“when they shall rise from the dead, they are as the angels;”
o ayyow (Mark xii. 25.) “neither can they die any more, for
they are equal to the angels,” wzypnu (Luke xx. 86.) This
honour have all his saints, but, above all, those who have suf-
fered for the testimony of Jesus. «If so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified together:”” ¢‘these light
afflictions work out a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory:”’ ¢one star differeth from another star in glory, so also
18 the resurrection of the dead.” ¢Many of them that sleep
in the dust of the earth shall awake”—¢and they that be wise
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars, for ever and ever.”
(Daniel xii. 2, 3.) A beam of this glory seems to have fallen
on the face of the proto-martyr Stephen: «All that sat in the
council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been
the face of an angel: and ¢he, looking up steadfastly into
heaven, saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God.” (Acts vii. 55.) And so will all the “congre-
gation of saints,”” when the “Son of Man shall come in the
glory of his Father with hisholy angels;’’ when every Israelite
indeed, shall, with Nathanael, see ‘‘heaven open, and the angels
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
The first resurrection is thus immediately connected with
the appearance, and kingdom, and coming of Christ ¢“with all
his saints;”” when ¢he shall change their vile body (or the
body of humiliation, caus ac rarumsc) that it may be fashioned
like unto his glorious body,” (Phil. iii. 21—comp. ver. 10,
11:) “when he will present them faultless before his presence
with exceeding joy,” (Jude 24;) “holy, and unblameable, and
unreproveable in his sight,”” (Col. i. 22:) when they who are
already risen in spirit with Christ, and are seeking those things
that are above, shall also appear with him in glory: when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”
(Acts iii. 19.) The expression in our translation of this pass-
age falls far short of the original word, and seems only its
secondary sense: if there be meaning in language, it signifies
the times, or seasons, of RE-ANIMATION, restoration of the soul
to the body; according to all analogy of diction. If ars-saai
means resurrection, ara~jufic implies re-animation.* If this be
5o, the meaning of the expressions in Rev. xx. 4—6, is plain
enough, and cleared at once from all objections raised against
the doctrine so clearly maintained by the context. Because

* “Ayz Juyey, dicuntur (inquit Eustathius) qua animam reducunt, ut contra
aroduyer, animam efflare, 2v2duya, idem quod reanimo,” (vide Steph. Lex.)
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St.-Jahn speaks of the souls, it may be suggested it does not
follow that the bodies were raised at that time, but at the last
and general resurrection. But, let it be observed, they that
lived were they that were beheaded, who had not received the
mark of the beast on their forehead or hands. These are all
bodily signs; and as the martrys had glorified Christ in their
“bodjies terrestrial,’’ so now they are glorified by Christ with
“bodies celestial’> St. John says, “I saw thrones, and they
sat on them.” The bodies were beheaded, but now they
lived; their souls were reunited to them: this is the time of
their re-animation, for the soul is the life of the body.* -

“The souls of the righteous,” being ¢‘in the hand of God,”
and their life ¢hidden with Christ,”> could not properly be
said to live again out of the body, in any sense, or to be re-
animated at all. In the sight of the unwise they seemed to
die; but in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and
run to and fro, like sparks among the stubble: they shall judge
the nations, and have dominion over the people, and their
Lord shall reign for ever. “We fools accounted his life mad-
ness, and his end to be without honour: how is he numbered
among the children of ‘God, and his lot is among the saints.”’
Then the righteous that is dead shall condemn the ungodly
that is living. “Blessed are the dead that dieinin the Lord.”’
“Blessed is he that hath part in the FIRST RESURRECTION.
Blessed is he that watcheth.”’t

The general resurrection appears to take place before “the
white throne and Him that sat on it,”” at the expiration of the
thousand years; when death and hell give up their dead (Rev.
xx. 11, 15): which is the last judgment according to works,
and is thus distinguished in the parallel account, Matt. xxv.
30; where the second advent is set forth under the figure of
the nobleman who cometh, after his departure for a season, to
take account of his servants; when the unprofitable servant
is cast alive into outer darkness; as the false prophet in the
Revelation is, at the same period, cast alive into the lake of
fire. The different statements seem to shew, that the living

* “Hoc potissimum cogitasse arbitror illos, qui animam, Juy» vocitarunt,
quod hxe quoties adest corpori, causa est illi vivendi, respirandi, et refrige-
randi vim exhibet, et cum desierit quod refrigerat dissolvitur corpus, et interit
—unde «i)uxnv nominasse videntur quasi avajuxer, respirando, refrigerans.”’
(Dialog. Plat. in Cratyllo.)

-1 For a clear and practical view of this interesting subject, the reader is
referred to * The Nature of the First Resurrection, and the Character and Pri-
vileges of those that shall partake of it: with an Appendiz, containing Extracts
from the works of Bishop Newton and Mr. Mede: by a Spiritual Watckman. The
Sermon is here recommended, not enly for its own sake, but on account of the
judicious selection of authorities annexed to it. *Veteres duplicem resurrec-

tionem credebant, unam particularem justorum in adventu Messi, alteram
generaliorem in fine mundi,” (Hulsii Theol. Jud.)
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wicked, then in the flesh, will be destroyed at the appearance
of Christ. They that ¢“will not have him to reign over them”
will be slain before his presence, when he returns, “having
received the kingdom,™ (Luke xix. 12, 27,) and will be raised
up with the dead great and small, when the thousand years are
expired, and, all enemies being subdued, the kingdom is given
up, and the Mediatorial Dispensation closed. These remarks
on the general resurrection are added, to shew that it is no
more affected by this view of the first resurrection of the just,
than other generals are affected by their respective particulars,
or as other parts of any truth affect the whole—namely, by
illustrating and confirming the same.

When defending himself before the tribunal of a Roman go-
vernor, Paul testifies, “There shall be a resurrection both of the
just and the unjust.”” 'When writing to a church of believers,
he points to a distinction between the two, which he does not
stop to explain to heathen ears; he did not cast such & pearl
before those who would turn and rend him. The above
thoughts are suggested by one “believing all things which are
written,” not only ¢“in the Law and the Prophets,” but in the
Gospels, Epistles, and Apocalypse, concerning Christ and his
Church. The whole of his argument rests on its conformity
to the testimony of the Book of Life, taken in its most obvious
and literal acceptation; and by this test he desires it may be
tried by competent judges, men of faith and prayer, more
mighty in the Secriptures, more instructed in the way of the
Lord, than he can presume to be. He will be truly thankful
to any of this description who will take up these subjects, and
expound unto him the way of God more perfectly. But while
there be many who have not so much as heard that there be a
first resurrection and kingdom to come on earth, other than that
within the soul of the regenerate, he is constrained to declare
these things, which he believes to be revealed among the lively
oracles of God. They were considered among the tests of
entire orthodoxy in the first centuries of the Christian wra; they
will not amalgamate with the heresies of the last: their gold is
that of the sanctuary, and will lose nothing by refinement in its
fire, but the dross of imperfect interpretation. While such dili-
gence is manifested in the revival of exploded errors, an earn-
est inquiry after neglected truths cannot be unseasonable—
¢‘multa renascentur quée jam cecidere’” and the first resurrection
is one of them. ¢¢Qut of the old fields” assuredly “shall the
new corn spring; and this doctrine must revive as the Scrip-
tures are searched. It is hidden therein, as seed in the ground,
and it will take root downwards and bear fruit upwards. It
is planted in the house, and will flourish in the courts of the

68
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Lord. 1t has arisen already as a day-star in the hearts of many
who believe; and it will set no more, till the Sun of Righteous-
ness shall burst on a benighted church,and a world that sitteth
in darkness; till the noble army of martyrs shall appear ¢cloth-
ed in fine linen, white and clean;” till Jerusalem shall awake,
and arise, and shake herself from the dust, and put on her beau-
tiful garments; when the holy church throughout all the world
shall be astonished ‘at the strangeness of her salvation, and
walk in the light of her glory.

III. THE END OF THE WORLD.

This expression, from Matt. xxviii. 20, is the same in the ori-
ginal with that in xxiv.3,“What shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world?”> They are both understood by the
generality of Christians, with reference to the final catastrophe
of this earthly scene, and the translation of the church to its
eternal and unchangeable state.

The validity of this interpretation will now be considered.
Whether such be “the plain and full meaning of the words, in
the literal and grammatical sense,” is a matter well deserving
a sober and judicious inquiry, considering how many passages
of sacred Scripture are made to turn upon the above construe-
tion as their cardinal point. No other consequence will neces-
sarily result from this discussion, than a more distinct antici-
pation of an event in which all mankind are implicated, and
which all believers are agreed in expecting at some period of
time or other, while none can by any possibility be assured of
its day and hour. When ¢‘some depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits,”” and others “turn away their ears
from the truth:"” when “scoffers walking after their own lusts,
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? are systemati-
cally carrying on the mystery of iniquity towards its entire
consummation: when damnable heresies, and especially that of
denying the Lord, (the proper Deity of Christ,) are privily
brought into, and are widely spreading in the.Church; it is
high time to consider whether the last days of Peter, and the
perilous times of Paul, be not actually commenced; and if so,
“the coming of the Lord draweth nigh,”” and the ¢‘time of the
end,” cannot be very distant. The signs of the times in which
we live exhibit the very characteristics of the period imme-
diately preceding the appearance of the Son of Man, and the
manifestation of the sons of God, the children of the resurrec-
tion, who shall be “accounted worthy to obtain TEAT WoRLD,”
aimvo; aws—which, of course, will not commence (whatever it
be) till the end of ‘“Tr1s WoRLD,” awet sy, be come. (Luke
XX, 34.)
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A general expectation has existed in all ages concerning a
future state of retribution, of which the merit or demeritof:man
asa moral agent is the standard and criterion of judgment as to
punishment and reward. When life and immortality were
brought to light by the Gospel, this indistinct apprehension
was cleared up; the gates of heaven were opened to all believ-
ers, and final condemnation denounced only on the impenitent.
Under a general concurrence of expectation on this momen-
tous subject, diversities of opinion have existed in the church, as
to the circumstances under which it will be realized; and the
more prevailing idea is, that a great extension of the spiritual
kingdom of Christ will take place towards the close of the Chris-
tian dispensation; at the end of which Christ will appear in person,
as the Judge of quick and dead: when the general resurrection, the
dissolution of the material universe, the condemnation of the wicked,
and the translation of the church to the glories of heaven, will take
place together—and these things are, perhaps, invariably viewed
in connection with such expressions in sacred Secripture, as,—
the end of the world—the world to come—the day of judg-
ment—the kingdom of heaven, &e.

A review and comparison of the different passages of sacred
Scripture which have a direct application to these subjects may
suggest a somewhat different expectation; which is termed Scrip-
tural, as being exclusively derived from the positive declarations
of Holy Writ, taken from the original, in their most obvious
and literal sense: the scope of which will be nearly as follows:—

That the present system, secular and ecclesiastical (as far, at
least, as Christendom and the Roman and Mohammedan em-
pires are concerned,) will pass away at the close of a certain
period or @ra of the world, fixed in the determinate counsel of
God, and so far revealed in his written word that its near ap-
proach may be anticipated, from specific and infallible tokens
contained therein, whenever their real application shall be
manifested by existing circumstances, and the palpable fulfil-
ment of the sure word of prophecy concerning the last times
of the Gospel;—That a new order of things, and a distinct
period or @ra of the world, will then commence, to which all
preceding times and dispensations have only been preparatory
and subordinate, and which is the perfection and consummation
of them all;—That the change thus effected in the physical and
moral, secular and spiritual state of the world, will be so com-
plete, so general, so extraordinary, as to correspond with the
nature and significancy of the expressions by which it is ex-
hibited in Scripture; such as,—a new creation—a new earth—
making all things new—restoring all things, &e.

It will be readily admitted that a new &ra commenced at the
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first appearance of Christ, and the promulgation of the Gospel,
throughout the Roman empire, the scriptural designation of
which is the fulness of time. This expression refers distinctly
to the mission and personal office of our Lord himself: and the
period which thus commenced appears to be continued, with-
out any marked interruption, to his second coming; the whole
ra being spoken of in this way by himself, and characterized
.by his Apostles under the general title of the last days, in dis-
tinction from sundry other times, as the Paradisaical, Patri-
archal, or Mosaic dispensations. But another zra seems to be
expressly noticed, and is specifically entitled “The dispen-
sation (or ceconomy) of the fulness of times:’> under which scat-
tered parts will be gathered together; disjointed parts united
in one great recapitulation of the whole mystery of God: when
the detached and manifold gradations of the system hitherto in
action will appear to have been working together towards one
determinate issue,—-the final development of the glorious
scheme of man’s redemption in body and soul, as originally
eonceived and planned in the eternal counsels of Jehovah:
when the whole creation, so long groaning and travailing in
pain together under the corruption introduced by the fall, shall
be delivered by the power, and subjected to the dominion of,
the Son of Man, the second Adam: when the earth, once cursed
for the sake of man, shall be blessed again, renewed, and fitted
for the habitation of the righteous: when the typical theocracy
of the people of God shall be realized in the kingdom of Israel
restored to the risen saints of the Most High: when “the Lord
shall reign in Mount Zion, and before his ancients gloriously,”
during the time appointed of the Father. Then cometh the end,
properly so called, = =mos: thus clearly to be distinguished
from the—¢‘consummation of the age,”” cwrorua s aiwss.

The detail of this subject, and the scriptural evidence in its
support, will appear in future papers: the purport of the pre-
sent section is a critical examination of the expression in St.
Matthew, which is rendered in our version ‘‘the end of the
world.”

The greatest respect is unquestionably due to the authorized
English Translation; but the original must ever remain the
standard of doctrine and interpretation, to persons in any
degree qualified by education to search after the mind of the
Spirit, through the medium of that language in which it is pri-
marily expressed. The indiscriminate usage of the term world,
asacommon rendering of xeruss, axsuem, and am—each of which
appears to have a distinct signification—must necessarily occa-
sion some ambiguity in those passages wherein any two of
them are used in connection: and if this ambiguity should in
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any degree be removed by the simple substitution of more ap-
propriate and analogous expressions, some light may be throwne
upon subjects of the greatest concern and moment. Take, for
instance, a passage in-the same Evangelist, where xoouoc and aa
are used in the same connection, and both translated “world.”
(Matt. xiii. 38.) ¢The field is the world:>> “The harvest is the ’
end of the world:”’ ¢so shall it be in the end of this world.”” On
perusing the passage in which these words appear, any plain
mind must draw the inference, that at the destruction of this
material globe the procedure, represented under the figure of a
harvest, would take place: but when it appears in the original -
that different words are used: that the world which is the field,
i8 wopes, mundus, globe; and the world which is then to end,
is wr, seculum, age, dispensation or economy; and that ¢‘this
world”’ refers to the word signifying age, and not to that which
signifies globe; the natural and obvious inference would rather
be, “when this age or dispensation of the world shall end, then shall
the harvest come.”

That “this age’” is not the proper end of the world, and
therefore that the harvest is not the end of all things here
below, may appear from a passage where our Lord is also the
speaker. “This world,”’ is contrasted with ““that world”’ which,
on any construction, will be allowed to be still future; and as
the word is there also aw, if “that world,’” means eternity, then
“this world” must mean eternity also, for it is the same ex-
pression precisely. ¢ This world,” used for the earth, may be
opposed in an English translation to “that world,”” as heaven,
but if «er be age, and not world, then this age and that age have
both a reference to times and seasons, and are periods distin-
guished from each other. “The children of this world marry
and are given in marriage; but they which shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection of the dead,
neither marry nor are given in marriage,” (Luke xx. 34.)—
that is, one to another: for they are now betrothed, and then
will be married to Christ; for at his glorious appearance, and
kingdom, and first resurrection of the just, “the marriage of the
Lamb is come.” The Bridegroom is absent in this age, and the
church mourneth; but iz that he will be present, and the church
will rejoice. “Lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.””  (xer, age.) This presence will be allowed to
be spiritual, not personal; but it will then be personal, as well
as spiritual. The sacrament was instituted for this age; in that
it should seem it would cease: ¢‘Ye do shew forth the Lord’s
death till he come;”” but “when Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, we shall appear with him,” and enjoy the fulness of
that intermediate pledge, in ¢‘the marriage-supper of the Lamb,”

68%
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In the parable of the tares, he that soweth the good seed is
othe Son of Man; (Matt. xiii. 37.) and when the “harvest of the
earth is ripe,” ‘(Rev. xiv. 15.) the chief reuper is the Son of
Man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a
sharp sickle.” Thus the sower and the reaper will ¢rejoice
together,”” not in the destruction of the world, but of the wicked
on the face of it; not in the end of the world, but in the termina-
tion of the age of the reign of Antichrist, and in the fall of
Babylon. “Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apos-
tles and prophets”” (Rev. xviii. 20.) ¢Let us be glad and
rejoice; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready.” It is thus manifest, that'if the
harvest in Matt. xiii. 39, be the end of the world literally, it is
not so in Rev. xiv. 14—16; for many things succeed the
harvest on the face of it, till it is renewed,—not destroyed.
“The heavens and the earth shall perish;” that is, in their
present form: “they shall wax old as a garment, and be folded
up as a vesture; and they shall be changed”” for a more beauti-
ful garment—a wowoue,* ornamentum, a new earth, wherein
righteousness shall dwell. Ifthe promise to Abraham, that he
should be heir of the world, xwuew, (Rom. iv. 13.) is to be ful-
filled, it must be in another age and state thereof; for neither
he nor his posterity have enjoyed that inheritance as yet. If
it be limited to his spiritual seed; if ¢‘the meek are to inherit
the earth,” yw (Matt. v. 5.) it must be the “new earth,”
ym xamy of the Apocalypse, in one of “the ages [or dispensations]
to come,’’ [wwsi ryouma, ensuing ages—ages which are coming
on one after another] in which God will shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness towards us through Christ
Jesus, (Eph. 1i. 7.) when Satan will be bound; and not in ZAis
age of this world, of which he is the ruler, and (verse 2) in
which he “now worketh in the children of disobedienge.”
There is another passage, where the same indiscriminate use
is made of the term ‘*world,”’ as used for xewuo and aw: Heb.
ix. 26: “Then must he often have suffered since the foundation
of the world; (xsouec) but now; once, in the end of the world,
(i) hath he appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of him-
sel(:”” and then follows, “To them that look for him, shall he
appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” If he
appeared in Zhe end of the world to put away sin; and he is to
appear again without sin; and promises, after he had put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself, to be with his disciples to z4e
end of the world; these expressions cannot refer to the end of
the world, properly so called, for of that kind there can be only

*+ See Luke iii. 25. Matt, xii, 44—xxv,7. 1Tim, ii.9, 1 Pet. iii. 3, for
cognate forms of this word.
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one: and these are clearly as distinct as the first and second
advent; or the dispensation of ¢¢he fulness of time,” when
“God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,”” (Gal. iv. 4,) and
“the dispensation of the fulness of times’ when he will
¢gather together all things in Christ,” (Eph. i. 10,) or when
“he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto
you, whom the heaven must receive until Zke times of restitu-
tion of all things’’> Therefore neither of these expressions
properly signify the end of the world, wous, but the termina-
tion of an age, dispensation or economy, ar, respectively.

1V. “THE WORLD TO COME.”’

It has been remarked, that the Gospel dispensation is deno-
minated, by the Apostle to the Hebrews, “the last days,”’ in
reference to anterior periods: and thus the first advent of
Christ was the consummation of all preceding ages—eurrinuz rar
amw—and in this sense only ¢‘the end of the world,” in which
He appeared: and of all these ages, past, present, and to come,
He is the sovereign disposer—BAaz1akrs TaN AloNoN, 1 Tim i.
17: & & was vas aswvas eromes, Heb. i 2: per quem fecit et szcula
(Trans. Vulg.) They were all constructed, and respectively
adapted to successive dispensations under each, by the Word
and Wisdom of God, asthe Creator and Redeemer of man, the
Saviour of the world, (xiouew) as Prophet, Priest and King.
And thus even the passage in Heb. xi. 3, “through faith we
understand that the worlds (vou awras) were framed by the word
of God,” is translated best by the Vulgate, “Fide intelligimus
aptata esse secula verbo Dei,”” and by Tremellius, “Per fidem
intelligimus quod constructa fuerint secula Sermone Dei:’” and
if wa, in this passage, be properly rendered seculum, (age) it
may be questioned whether there be any in which it may not,
with equal propriety, or rather with advantage to the sense, be
so translated. It has already been shewn, that aa, thusunder-
stood as age, or ®ra, is to be distinguished from xsous, which
may be properly translated world. And the same remarks may
be applied, it is presumed, with equal justice to the propriety
of this translation of ww, when used in connection with the
word axwuems, habitable earth; and it is conceived that much
light will thus be thrown upon the whole doctrine and argu-
ment contained in the first and second chapters of the Hebrews,
where the expression now to be considered occurs, “the world
to come.”’

The unlearned consider these terms with reference to the
eternal state; and the learned have laboured to shew, that in
this passage, and perhaps in others, they relate to the present
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state under the Gospel: but if the suggestions already-offered
have any foundation, the reference may be neither to the one
nor the other, but to that yet intermediate state between the
two, which will take place at the consummation of the present
age or economy.

The Apostle sets out with distinguishing “sundry parts
and divers manners,” in which God had revealed himself to
man; and then says, that in these “last days”—avowedly the
time of the Gospel—he has spoken by his Son; “by whom
also he constituted [appointed or arranged] the ages:”’ in one
of which, he sent his Son into the world; and in another of
which he will “bring him again” (Heb. i. 6.) into the world,
amosr: which ¢“world to come,” it appears by ii. 5, he hath
not put in subjection to angels, neither are they to be any lon-
ger ministering spirits, as at present, (i. 14) ¢for them who
shall be heirs of salvation;”” for the heirs of salvation are in
that wo.ld, as hath been abundantly evinced, already entered
upon their inheritance, even the redemption of the body; and
the angels are then employed in paying adoration, with the
rest of the elect, to the first-begotten, then sitting on his media-
torial throne, in the glory of his heavenly Father: who says
to the Son, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,”’—
¢ oy awne wov asavosy $S5n sculum szculi,” Vulg. “for the age of
the age;”’ not in szcula szculorum, “for ages of ages,”” or
all eternity. “Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool.”” “But now we see not yet all things
put under him.”” When Antichrist is destroyed, and Satan
bound; when Babylon falls, and the Beast and false Prophet
are cast into the lake of fire; when the man of sin is destroyed,
by the brightness of the coming of the Lord: then, his enemies
being made his footstool, all things will indeed be made subject:
and then the new earth and heaven, spoken of by Isaiah; then
the new heaven and earth, wherein righteousness shall dwell,
expected by the church, according to St. Peter; then the new
earth, o xum, of St. John, will appear; and this will not be
# 7o wr aaw, in this age, but in that which is to come, v o
porarmi—e 7o eryyounw,  Into this wxwusm, God will bring his Son;
and during this v, age, his saints will live again, and “reign
on the earth:”’ and when this age of the world shall end,
heaven and earth may pass away, but the word of God will
not; for unto THE Kine ETERNAL (of the ages) there remain-
eth “honour and glory for ever and ever,”” (ages of ages) or
throughout ETERNITY, properly so called. 1 Tim. i. 17.
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V. ¢‘THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS.”

The consistent interpretation of the passage in which this
expression occurs, and the doctrinal views inculcated therein,
will most readily be ascertained by a consideration of the origi-
nal and appropriate usage of the word translated RESTITUTION,
amouararrazi. 'The primary sense is that of a return to a former
state, or a re-establishment; and its secondary is, consumma-
tion, or perfection. In speakmg of the natural body, it would
imply what is-termed convalescence; and it is especially used
by the classical authors to signify the recovery of a dislocated,
or fractured limb. With reference to the body politic, both
the verb and noun are used by Polybius to signify the res-
toration of an, original constitution or form of government:
a'monatigneay W's wHy o 2'pyic kaTacTacl TH WoMTH'ag (El‘l.‘ Legat 53.)
In the motion of the heavenly bodies, the same expression would
import the return of a planet to a given point in its orbit, after
a complete periodic revolution.

“The restitution of ALL THINGS,” when spoken of in con-
nection with the power and coming of Him ¢by whom all
things were made,”” suggests the simple but awful consideration
of what «all things’’ were at first; what they afterwards became;
and what, according to the sacred oracles, they are to be here-
after, Comprehensive as this outline may appear, it may be
defined sufficiently for the present purpose by three passages
of Scripture, containing together the whole compass of a sub-
ject thus collectively represented by St. Peter.

On the sixth day of the creation, “God saw every thing that
he had made, and behold it was very good.” Gen. i. 31.

In the days of Noah, #God looked upon the earth, and be-
hold it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon
the earth.” Gen. vi. 12.

“The times of restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began,” he confirms by the last “words of prophecy,” saymg,
¢¢Behold! I make all things new.”” Rev. xxi. 5.

St. Peter recognizes this threefold distinction with reference
to one and the same material universe: in the concluding chap-
ter of his Second Epistle we find,

1, “The heavens were of old, and the earth.” Verse 5.

2. “The heavens and the earth which are now.” Verse 7.

3. ¢“New heavens and a new earth.”” Verse 13.

The first “perished, being overflowed with water.””

The second is ¢‘reserved unto fire,” and is to be “dissolved.”
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The third is the subject of “promise’” and of expectation.

The same word, “perish,” applied by St. Peter to the first,
is used by St. Paul with reference to the second; and, quali-
fied by his own explanation, gives the sense of “dissolved”” in
the language of St. Peter. “They shall perish, but thou re-
mainest; and they all shall wax old, as doth a garment, and
as a vesture (mpoziov) shalt thou fold them up, and they shall
be cHANGED; but thou art the same, and thy years shall not
fail.” Heb. i. 11, 12.

As the perishing of the “old world”’ was not its utter de-
struction, but a material alteration in its form, properties, and
appearance; so, from analogy, as well as direct inference from
the text, the dissolution of the present world may be expected
to amount to no more than a very material alteration, or such
as may be signified by a change of raiment; which, though it
may denude for a time, does not essentially destroy the body,
but may increase its comeliness and beauty.

Some analogy has ever been recognized between the two
great works of God, Creation and Redemption. Jewish and
Christian writers (since the time, as supposed, of Elias) have
intimated the idea, that as the one was finished in seven days,
the other will be accomplished in seven thousand years. St.
Peter admonishes the church, that “one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day;” and
as he is there speaking of “the day of the Lord,”” “in which
the heavens shall pass away,” and “the earth also, and the
works that are therein, shall be burned up,” is not this “day
of the Lord” to be identified with THE THOUSAND YEARS six,
times specified by St. John, in six successive verses; Rev. xx.
2—17, where he saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” and
heard the word of regeneration, sublime as the creative fiat,
saying unto him, It 1s pone?” This is the declaration of
him who says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end.” Rev. xxi. 5—6. It is his word, written for our
instruction, on whom the ends of the world are come.

The last pages of the sacred volume are entitled to the same
consideration as the first, and may be shewn by internal evi-
dence to refer to a dispensation here below. Some have con-
tended for a mere allegorical sense and interpretation of the
Fall of man and the corruption of nature; and they would be
consistent in considering the recovery of man and the restitu-
tion of all things as an allegory also. How it has happened
that so many pious and able men, convinced of the reality of
the former on earth, should transfer the fulfilment of the latter
beyond any sublunary state, it is not the province of the writer
of these pages to explain; but it may be incumbent on him,
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differing as he does, entirely, from such interpretation, to give
some reasons for that difference.

The word Restitution, if its sense has been justly defined,
can have little, or rather no, reference to heaven, or the king-
dom thereof, generally so called. The subject of prophecy is
that of prayer; a kingdom to come; in which the will of Gop
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. The first three
chapters of the sacred record contain a history of the formation
and corruption, and the last three may be considered as a pro-
phecy of the reformation and restitution, of all things. The
former took place on earth, and therefore the latter may be
expected to take place in a terrestrial state; but the inherent
evidence of the prophecy seems plainly to declare it.

1st. The establishment of the New Jerusalem is coincident
with the downfall of the mystical Babylon. The same angel
points out both; “‘one of the seven angels which had the seven
vials full of the seven last plagues.”” Rev. xx. 9: comp. xvii.
1. The angel appears to be the seventh, or last, because, when
the seventh vial is poured out, the same voice is heard, saying,
“Jt is done’” And thus the downfall of Babylon, and the
descent of the Holy City from Heaven, are synchronical; and
if one takes place under a dispensation on earth, so also the
other.

2d. A new earth, is an earth still, having its nations and
kings; for ¢the nations of them which are saved shall walk in
the light of it, and the kings of the earth do bring their glory
and honour into it.”’

3d. It appears, by chap. xx. 9, that affer the expiration of
the thousand years, Gog and Magog ‘‘went up on the breadth
of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and
the Beloved City.” If this be ¢that great city, the holy
Jerusalem,” a church state on earth must be intended by the
last chapters of the Apocalypse; for how are Gog or Magog,
or any other enemies on earth, to’encompass the mansions of
the blessed above?

Many other instances might be adduced to shew the incon-
sistency of placing the New-Jerusalem state beyond the con-
fines and existence of this terrestrial globe.

The immediate successors of the Apostolic Church uni-
formly coupled the restitution of all things with the triumphant
state of the church on earth; whereas the abusers of this doc-
trine in subsequent times have generally been disposed to as-
sert their pre-eminence during the present disordered state of
things, and have appeared more desirous of reigning without
Christ over the earth, in the present world, than of reigning
with him upon ¢, in the world to come,
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The Scriptural expectation of the church, wholly orthodox
on this subject, never did, and never can, hold out any en-
.couragement to pride or ambition, spiritual or temporal; it
-seeks not the honour which cometh from man, but participates
“in the earnest expectation of the creature waiting for the
manifestation of the sons of God.” “We know,’” says the
Apostle, “that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now.” And these agonies are not the
pangs of dissolution, but the struggles of life: ¢Because the
creature” (or, rather, the creation) “itself shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.” Compare Rom. viil. 19—23, with the
new song of the redeemed, the voice of angels, and the chorus
of “every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such asare in the sea, and all that 4re in
them,” Rev. v. 9—13: then read in connection Psalm cxlviii.;
and it will appear how far the restitution of all things will
constitute that ReeENERATION in which the Redeemer pro-
mised to his disciples that they should sit on thrones; and of
which in their intermediate state they declare with joyful an-
ticipation, “We shall reign on the earth.” Rev. v. 10—vi. 10.
Angels and saints before the throne of heaven, kings of the
earth upon the earth, the sea and all that is therein, the re-
deemed and the regenerate—¢‘every creature,”” ‘‘the whole
creation,” once “subjected to vanity in hope”—all are repre-
sented as rejoicing together in the accomplishment of the
mystery of God: and this is “the mystery of his will,”’—
“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one ALL THINGs in Christ, both which are
in heaven and which are on earth,”” Eph. i. 10. And thus,
when the fulness of the times is come, the solemn declaration
of the angel is made in the name of Him ¢‘who created heaven
and the things that therein are, and the earth and the things
that therein are, and the sea and the things which are therein,
that there should be a (prophetic) time no longer [or not 360
years].” But [before its expiring, to wit,] “in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin (be about) to
sound, the mystery of God shall be finished, as he hath de-
clared to his servants the Prophets.”” “And the seventh angel
sounded, and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of THIS WORLD are become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ.”” Rev. x. 6, xi. 15: comp. Daniel xii. 7.

The restitution of all things is connected with the second
advent, or rather mission, of Christ to the Jews: ¢“He shall send
Jesus, which before was preached unto you (of the house of Is-
rael); whom the heavens must receive until the times of res-
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titution.”” And thus saith the Saviour by Hosea (chap. v. 15),
I will go and return to my place till they acknowledge their
offence.”” “And so all Israel shall be saved; as it is written,
There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob.”” (Rom. xi. 26.)

“The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host
of them: and on the seventh day God ended his work which
he had made, and he REsTED on the seventh day.”” (Genesis
i1.2.) And as in the third chapter of the Hebrews the Apostle
is discoursing of the several rests of God and his people, he
draws a due analogy between the rest of creation and that of
redemplion, and shews that they terminate in the rest (Sabba-
tism) of the people of God: when they will not harden their
hearts, as in the wilderness; and when they will enter into
that rest which Joshua of old could not give them. The re-
jected state of Israel is spoken of in the language applied to the
state of chaos, Jer. iv. 23: «I beheld the earth, it was without
JSorm and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.” But
when “the captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed,” the
Lord declares his purpose in the language of creation, saying,
¢That I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the
earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people” (Isaiah Ii.
14—16). And thus again the restoration of Israel is spoken of
in connection with, or under the figure of, the new creation,
Isaiah Ixv. 17: “Behold, I create new heavens and a new
earth, and the former shall not be remembered nor come into
mind: but be ye glad and rejoice in that which I create; for,
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”
It might appear by this passage, that the new heavens and
earth are only a figurative expression for the restoration of Is-
rael. But the same expressions in St. Peter are clearly to be
taken in a literal sense: he says, ““We look for new heavens
and a new earth, according to his promise.” The promise re-
ferred to may be found in a corresponding passage, where the
new heavens are spoken of in comparison with, and apparently
distinguished from, the New-Jerusalem church: ¢As the new
heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain
before me; so shall your seed and your name remain” (Isajah
Ixvi. 22). And this will be when ¢‘the Lord will come with
fire, and with his chariots, like a whirlwind”’ (Isaiah lxvi. 15);
when “he cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of
the world for their iniquity.”” “He hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake, not the earth only, but also heaven: and
this, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that
are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain.” (Heb. xii. 26; Haggai ii. 6, 7, 15; Isaiah xxvi. 21.)

69
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The first Adam was a “figure of him that was to come,”
[and is to come again] the second Adam ‘the Lord from
heaven.” To the first was given ‘‘dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth”” (Gen. i. 26.) This dominion, lost by
transgression, is restored to ¢‘the Son of Man:”’ “Thou madest
him to have dominion over the works of thy hands, thou hast
put all things under his feet; all sheep and oxen, yea, and the
beasts of the field; the fowls of the air, and the fish of the sea,
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. O Lord
our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” (Psal.
viii. 6—9.)

The comparison of this passage, as interpreted by St. Paul,
Heb. ii. 6—8, with 1 Cor. xv. 22—28, manifestly proves the
same to be the dominion of the second Adam, and not of the
first, and in a kingdom yet to come on the earth.

“By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;”
and to Adam he said, “Cursed is the ground for thy sake.
Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden to till the ground from whence he was taken: so he
drove out the man, lest he should take of the tree of life.”” But
the first promise of the Spirit to the churches is, “To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life which is in the
midst of the paradise of God.” This paradise will then be
upon earth; for the tree of life, and the leaves, are for the heal-
ing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse (Rev.
xxil. 8, 3): consequently all the effects of sin will be done
away: for “there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former
things are passed away.” (Rev. xxi. 4.)

“The Son of God was manifested to destroy the works of
the devil.” Satan was the author of ull evil. He was per-
mitted to enter the first paradise, but will never gain admission
into the second. For he is shut up till the thousand years are
fulfilled; and when loosed, at their expiration, he is foiled in
his last attempt against the camp of the saints, and is cast into
the lake of fire. (Rev. xx.)

The church is ¢“God’s husbandry, God’s building.”” The
Lord God planted a garden in Eden, and there he put the man
whom he had formed in his state of innocence. The second
paradise will be “a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God;”” to which the Divine presence and com-
munion will be restored; for, “behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and he will dwell with them: and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God.”

AL were once perfect,and ALL must be at length RESTORED.
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VI. “THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.”

The kingdom of Israel, in its primary constitution, was an
ecclesiastical and civil polity. The supreme government was
neither human nor angelical; but, regulated by the interme-
diate superintendence of the Divine presence and conduct,
might justly be denominated a raEoCcRACY. Whatever sub-
ordinate agents were commissioned as vicegerents in the admi-
nistration of its concerns, the first and only King of Israel was
God himself.

In the renewal of the covenant with Abraham, which in-
cluded the grant of the land of Canaan to the Patriarch and to
his seed as an everlasting possession, the original promise, “I
will make of thee a REAT NATION” (Gen. xii. 2), was thus
enlarged, “I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come
out of thee.” (Gen. xvii. 6.)

On the declaration of the covenant in Horeb, the Divine
supremacy and superintendence were more clearly announced.
The descendants of Abrabam, on their deliverance out of
Egypt, were more distinctly recognised as the people of God;
“Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion” (Psalm
cxiv. 2), the subjects of his peculiar government and guidance.
The Mosaical administration superseded the Patriarchal, the
lively oracles were received by the church in the wilderness,
and the regal dispensation was established on the Mount of
Sinai. (Exod. xix. 2; Acts vii. 18.) ‘“And Moses went up
unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain,
saying, Thus shalt thou say unto the house of Jacob, and tell
the children of Israel, Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyp-
tians, and how I bear you on eagles’ wings, and brought you
unto myself: now, therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure
unto me above all people, for all the earth is mine; and
ye shall be unto me A EKINGDOM OF PRIESTS, AND AN HOLY
NATION.”

Moses was but as viceroy,though called ¢King in Jeshurun.”
(Deut. xxxiii. 5.) The Lord said unto Joshua, Moses’ minister,
“As I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.”” (Joshuai. 1
and 5.) . On the decease of Joshua, the government was admi-
nistered by Prophets, Priests, and Judges; but during all this
period the supreme Theocracy continued uninterrupted; ‘“The
Lord was with the Judge.” (Judges ii. 18.) And when the
elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and said unto
Samuel, who had made his sons judges over Israel, ‘“Make us
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A KING to judge us, like all the nations,” the thing was evil in
the eyes of Samuel; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and

éthe Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the

people in all that they say unte thee; for they have not reject-

ed thee, but they have rejected Mg, that I should not reign

over them.” (1 Sam. viii. 7; xii. 12.) “Ye said unto me,

Nay, but a king shall reign over us, when the Lord your God
- was your king.’

Two material objects appear to be combined in one design
by the institution of the Hebrew polity,—the preservation of
the knowledge of the one Gop, as the Creator, and as the
moral Governor of the universe. True religion and civil sub-
iection were closely compacted together; devotion towards
God, and obedience to the powers ordained of him, were
enjoined by the same sanction, and held as of common obliga-
tion. The disruption of one tie led to the dissolution of the
other. Resistance against human authority was accompanied
by the renunciation of an heavenly King. The close relation
in principle between sedition and impiety was exemplified in
the days of Moses and of Samuel: “Our fathers would not
obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned
back again unto Egypt, saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to
go before us, for as for this Moses, which brought us out of
the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.”” (Acts
vii. 39.)

So when ¢‘the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel,
and they said, Nay, but we will have a king over us, that we
also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us
and go out before us” (1 Sam. viii. 19, 20), the Lord said
concerning them, ¢I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took
him away in my wrath”” (Hosea xiii. ¥1). The distinguish-
ing character of Israel was lost: discontent led to division, and
revolt issued in idolatry. Gevernment and religion fell, as
they stood, together: priests were made of the lowest of the
people; calves were set up in Dan and Bethel; and the king-
dom of Israel was rent in twain. The defection of Israel from
the Divine government, and the subsequent revolt of the Ten
Tribes, were overruled of Providence, to promote the final
establishment of that kingdom to come, the future organization
of which appears to be the great scope of the word of prophecy,
as the closing and consummate dispensation of the whole mys-
tery of God.

The accession of Saul to the kingdom of Israel led to the
establishment of the throne of David, in whose seed, according
to the flesh, the kingdom of Israel was to be set up for ever in
a peaceful and triumphant state, adumbrated by the reign of
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Solomon his son, commenced during the life of his father. The
revolt of the tribes, to omit other purposes which it might be
permitted to answer in the Divine economy, still serves this
important end, of proving that the kingdom finally to be esta-
blished in the seed of David cannot yet have commenced,
because in that the breach is to be repaired. The tribes of Is-
rael and Judah are to be united in one house, under one Head;
one fold, under one Shepherd; one kingdom, under one King;
“one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel; and onE
xiNe shall be king to them all; and they shall no more be two
nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any
more at all.”’ (Ezek. xxvii. 22.) ¢“The children of Israel shall
abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and
without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod,
and teraphim: afterward shall the children of Israel return,
and seek the Lord their God, and David their king, and shall
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.””  (Hos. iii.
4,5)

As the separation between the kingdoms of Israel and Judah
did not take place till after the death of David the son of Jesse;
and as the condition of the children of Israel could not at that,
or any time since elapsed, correspond with the last cited pas-
sages from Ezekiel and Hosea; it follows, as a necessary con-
sequence, that either the former David must be raised from the
dead, and actually sit again upon the throne of Israel, or some
person typified by him must (if there be meaning in language,
or truth in prophecy) be yet expected, to occupy that station
in future. The general consent of Jewish and Christian in-
terpretation admits that David is spoken of in the sacred Scrip-
tures as a type of the Messiah: and that David himself speaks
continually in the person of the Christ, rather than in his
proper character, is a point now sufficiently ascertained, and
additional illustration may be deemed superfluous. Our Lord’s
last declaration to his disciples is decisive as to the prophetical
and typical relation of the Book of Psalms, and their applica-
tion to transactions manifestly subsequent to his incarnation
and sufferings: “All things must be fulfilled which are written
in the Law, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concern-
ing me.” (Luke xxiv. 44.) The duty of a Christian inquirer
is to follow the line and rule of interpretation adopted by the
Saviour, when, ¢“beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself”” (ver. 27.) The mode he pursued as to his suffering,
is equally applicable to his triumphant kingdom; and the result
‘of comparing scripture with scripture will be, that a kingdom
is yet to come, in which Christ will sit on the throne of David

69"
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as King of Israel: and that this can be neither the kingdom
of God within us, nor the eternal throne of God in the highest
heaven, is manifest from the consideration, that the literal
David (his father according to the flesh) never could be supposed
to set up the one, and never can be expected to sit upon the
other.

With this preliminary remark, which, if correct, must never
be lost sight of in the inquiry, we proceed to search the Scrip-
tures, and to consider what grounds they afford to sanction the
expectation of a kingdom of Israel yet to come, or rather to be
restored, in the person of the Messiah, as a descendant of Da-
vid according to the flesh.

It has generally been supposed, rather on admission than
examination, that all promises and prophecies of this character
were fulfilled, at the incarnation of Christ, in his personal
ministry; and that they are altogether satisfied and accom-
plished in the spiritual dominion which he still exercises, ac-
cording to his promise, in his believing people; or, that the
complete establishment of his triumphant and glorious kingdom
is reserved unto the last state of eternal blessedness in heaven,
after the destruction of the world.

In support of this opinion, such a passage as “the kingdom
of God is within you,” will be cited with ready confidence,*
and received as a sufficient answer to the expectation of any
other upon earth: forgetting that the expression, “The king-
doms of this world are become (the kingdom) of our Lord and
of his Christ,” is equally clear and decisive (or rather more so,
according to the original and the context) as to the certainty of
a temporal and earthly kingdom, far exceeding that of David
or of Solomon. The fact is, that by opposing passages of Scrip-
ture to one another, instead of comparing them, and thus ob-
serving their consistency and respective applications, we muti-
late the character of both; cast them out of our hands, as it were,
and break them to pieces, as Moses did the first tables of the
Law: whereas, by holding them up together, we may find
them to be as consistent as the two parts of the Decalogue
itself. .

At the first coming of the Saviour to establish his spiritual
kingdom, the children of Israel, to whom he was sent, were
pre-occupied by the numerous and distinct declarations of
prophecy concerning their final deliverance and emancipation,
on the establishment of the kingdom given by covenant to
David, and at that time subjugated by the Romans. Nothing
could therefore be more natural, than the expectation expressed

., * An expression which, it is believed, is of the same import as that in Luke
ii. 20, epfaser #p spas # Basinun Telecr,
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by the disciples of Emmaus,—“We trusted that it had been he
which should have redeemed Israel:”’ (a tyrannide Romanorum,
est in his verbis descriptio Messiz ex recepta eorum temporum
sententid. Pole in loc. Luke xxiv. 21. Our Lord said nothing
at the time to refute such an expectation as groundless, but up-
braided the disciples for not observing and believing what the
prophets had also spoken concerning the sufferings which were
to precede: “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things?”’
Afterwards, when the question was distinctly put to him,
“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?”” his answer cast no doubt on the expectation itself, but
respected only the time of its accomplishment: ¢It is not for
you to know the times and the seasons, which the Father hath
put in hisown power.”” (Aects i. 6, 7.) “To every thing there
is a season, and a time for every purpose under the heaven’
(Ecel. iii. 1.); and the season was now arrived for a more
complete establishment of the spiritual kingdom, which the dis-
ciples had before been commissioned to set up immediately,
beginning at Jerusalem;—a manifest proof, that, neither in the
question of the disciples, nor in the answer of our Lord, was
any reference had to the spiritual kingdom; for that had no
Jiwed time of commencement, and the set time for its enlargement
was come, and was already known.

It is worthy, however, of remark, that at a period when the
knowledge of the time of another kingdom (that of Israel) was
hidden, the manner of its commencement was specially declared;
¢“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like MANNER as ye have seen him go into
heaven:”” ¢‘A cloud received him out of their sight.” The
coming of Christ, and the kingdom to come, are manifestly co-
incident. 'When the kingdom of Israel was first established,
(Exod. xix. 5, 6.) the Lord said unto Moses, ¢Lo, I come
unto thee in a thick cloud.” (ver.9.) When St. John, “in
the kingdom of patience,”” received a fuller revelation con-
cerning the Son of Man coming in his kingdom of power, he
says, concerning that, “Behold, he cometh with clouds.”” (Rev.
1. 7.) Our Lord testified the same to Caiaphas; ‘‘Ye shall see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming
in the clouds of heaven.” (Mark xiv. 62.) This declaration,
as remarked in a former section, being made to a high priest,
might refer to the same testimony in the prophecy of Daniel;
by which'it appears, that the kingdom to be set up is the same
with the kingdom of Lrael.

When the metal image, representing the monarchies or
kingdoms of this world, is broken by the stone which becomes a
mountain, and filleth ¢“raE wHOLE EARTH,” the toes represent
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the ten or several sovereigns of the Roman empire: ¢In the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed:” (Dan. ii. 44); or, as explained
in the same verse, “the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms.”

In the corresponding vision of the four beasts, (chap. vii.)
the prophet is told, ¢“These great beasts, which are four, are
four kings (or monarchies) which shall arise out of the earth:’’
and on the destruction of the last, “one like the So~ of Man
came with the clouds of heaven,” to whom there was given
“dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations
and languages should serve him;”” which is afterwards (verse
27) said to be “under the whole heaven;’’ and, by consequence,
over and upon the whole earth. And this kingdom is thrice
(ver. 18, 22, and 27) said to be given also to the saints of the
Most High. Compare these expressions with the promise of
Christ to his disciples; ¢I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my
Father hath appointed unto me:”” ¢In the regeneration, when
the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt.
xix. 28): «Ye shall see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the
prophets, in the kingdom of God:’’ “And they shall come from
the eastand the west, and from the north and the south, and shall
sit down in the kingdom of God.” (Luke xiii. 28, 29.)

Consider the hundred and forty-four thousand sealed of all
the tribes of the children of Israel, with ¢‘the multitude which
no man could number, of all nations and kindreds and people
and tongues, which stood before the throne’” (Rev. vii. 9);
compare Dan. vii. and Rev. xix.; and it appears most mani-
fest, that the kingdom which the God of heaven gives to the
Son of Man is the same which Christ appoints to his disciples:
and in this kingdom of Israel, they, and all the saints mentioned
in Dan. and Rev. xx. 4, will live and reign with Christ a
thousand years on the earth.

In order to elucidate the proposition, that this triumphant
state of the church on earth is the kingdom of Israel promised
to the Messiah as the Seed of David, nothing is requisite but
candidly and cautiously to examine the several passages, or the
most prominent, in which mention is made of David’s king-
dom as the subject of promise and of prophecy; and a more
legitimate conclusion can scarcely be drawn than this, That
whatever received only a partial accomplishment in the person
of the literal David, remains to be fulfilled in the person of
his antitype, the Messiah; and that whatever was not fulfilled
at the first, remains to be completed at the second coming of
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Christ, the argument of the Apostle (Acts ii. 29) concerning
the resurrection of Christ, to shew that David in spirit spake of
Christ, will apply with equal force to the kingdom as well as
to the person of David; David’s kingdom is passed away, -but
that of Christ when set up, is never to be removed. The king-
dom in question is not to commence, as has been shewn, till
the second advent, or mission, of Christ, at the restitution of
all things. (Acts iii. 18—26.) Those things which God be-
fore had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled; and of those times (when he
shall come to reign) when he will restore all things, and, above
all, the kingdom of Israel, “God hath spoken by the mouth of
all his holy prophets.”’” God promised to Abraham, that in his
Seed ¢‘which is Christ,” (Gal. iii. 16), all the families of the
earth should be blessed. He promised to David, I will set
up thy Seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will
establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house; and I
will establish his throne for ever. I will be his Father, and he
shall be my Son; and I will not take my mercy away from
him, as I took it away from Saul,”’—in whose person the
Theocracy of Israel was first interrupted. (2 Sam. vii. 12, and
1 Chron. xvii.) These passages compared with Psalm Ixxxix.
Heb. i. Rom. 1. and especially Acts ii. 30, shew that Christ and
his kingdom, and not that of a literal David, was the great and
ultimate scope of the promise.

Accordingly Isaiah testifies the same in his most distinct
prophecy of the Prince of Peace. «Of the increase of his
government there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order and to establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even for ever: the zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah ix.7.) So chap. xxiv.
23; “The Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and Jeru-
salem, and before his ancients gloriously.”” So chap. xxxii. 1;
¢A king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in
judgment:”’ and chap. i. 26; ¢I will restore thy judges as at
the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning; afterwards
thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness.” So Jeremiah
xxiii, 5, 6; ¢I will raise unto David a righteous Branch; and
a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and
justice in the earth.”” And this must needs be at the second
coming of Christ, for it cannot apply to the first: ¢In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely,”” And
the context proves, beyond dispute, that it is not on the return
from Babylon, but on the last restoration of the Jews from
“all the countries” where they are scattered. See also Jer.
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xxxiil. 14—16, proving the same position beyond all contro-
versy.

The xxxviith of Ezekiel, from verse 11, deserves the fullest
consideration, as it contains the most comprehensive and con-
clusive arguments on the point. This having been already
noticed, one more most remarkable passage shall be cited;
namely, xlili. 7: “Son of Man, the place of my throne, and the
Pplace of the soles of my feet; where I will dwell in the midst of
* the children of Israel for ever; and my holy name shall the
house of Israel no more defile.”

Soin Hosea (xiii. 9): “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself,
but in me is thy help: I will be TuY RIN6.”” So Micah (iv.
7, 8): ¢I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that
was cast off A sTrRoN@ NATION; and the Lord shall reign over
them in Mount Zion, from henceforth, even for ever. And
thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of
Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; THE XING-
DOM SHALL COME TO THE DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM;” and (V.
2), “Thou, Bethlehem-Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall he come forth unto me
who is to be RULER 1N IsRAEL.”” Thus in Zech. vi. 12,13, of
¢the Man whose name is TaE Branch,” “He shall sit and
rule upon his'throne, and he shall be A PRIEST UPON HIS
THRONE.”  And, finally, Zech. xiv. concerning the day of the
Lord: Verse 4, «“His feet shall stand in that day upon the
Mount of Olives, which is upon Jerusalem on the east.”” Verse
5, “The Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.”
Verse 9, “AND THE LoRD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE
EARTH.”

Such is the testimony of Moses and the Prophets. That of
the Psalms is general and clear, taking Psalm ii. as the key.

Other passages might be adduced, but those have been se-
lected which refer distinetly to the regal dispensation of the Son
of Man, under circumstances not realized at his first advent:—
1st. The salvation of Judah and Israel. 2d, The restoration of
the ten Tribes. 3d, The gathering of the Jews out of all coun-
tries. 4th, The settlement of them in their own couniry, to be
“pulled up no more.” 5th, The universal establishment of
Christianity. 6th, The entire destruction of the monarchies of
the metal image, and the enemies of the church. 7th, The
unity of doctrine and uniformity of Christian worship.

It remains briefly to advert to a few of the passages in the
New Testament not already noticed, confirmatory of an ex-
pectation, recognised even by heathen writers, at the first advent
of Christ. “An old and firm opinion had prevailed over all
the East, that it is written in the ancient books of the priests,
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that some coming out of Judea should obtain THE EMPIRE oF
THE woRLD.” (See Suetonius, Life of Vesp. chap. iv.; Taci-
tus’s History, book v. chap. xiii.; and Josephus, book ¥. chap.
xiii. sect. 4.)—It originated, as is supposed, in the prophecy
of Balaam, “A sceptre shall rise out of Israel;”” «Out of Jacob
shall come he that shall have dominion:”” and possibly the
Agag and the Amalek of that chapter may have more reference
to the Anti-Christian enemies, whose destruction is to precede
the last kingdom of Israel, that is generally supposed. (Comp.
Num. xxiv. with Ezek. xxxviii. Jer. 1. and Rev. xviii. and
Xix.)

The first and most remarkable testimony is that of Gabriel
to the Virgin; ¢“The Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David; and he shall reign over the house of Ja-
cob for ever, and of his kingdom shall there be no end.”
(Luke i. 32, 33.)- And, to omit the citation at length of pas-
sages which must be familiar to every Christian reader, it may
be remarked, that our Lord was born and died “King of the
Jews;” that he was adored as such by the Gentiles in the
manger, and reviled as such by Jews on the cross. The chief
priests and the scribes could neither obtain from Pilate an al-
teration in his superscription, neither could they vary the terms
on which the kingdom of Israel was to be maintained. “Let
Christ the King of Israel,’”” said they among themselves, “de-
scend mow from the cross, that we may see and believe:”
(Mark xv. 32); whereas God had sworn unto David, that
«He would raise up Christ to sit on his throne,” (Acts ii. 30),
He was to ascend and to sit down on the throne of his Father,
before he would give to his followers to sit on his throne,
when all his foes should be made his footstool. To those who
thought that “the kingdom of God would immediately appear,”
he had testified by a parable that he was “to go away to receive
this kingdom, and to return to set it up (Luke xix. 12): and thus
the penitent on the cross asked a participation of his glory,
when the crown should succeed. He had seen the superscrip-
tion, and cried out, “Lord, remember me when thou comest
1IN (not into) THY KINGDOM,’’ o = fronwz ox (Luke xxiii. 42).

The Jews, however, would not have “this man to reign
over them,” or this God to reign in them. They, like their
forefathers, would be as the nations: “We have no king but
Caesar. And this is the language of many among them, still:
“but that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that
ye say, We will be as the heathen:”” For in mine holy moun-
tain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord God,
there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve
me,” (Ezekiel xx. 32, 40). «If those ordinances of the sun
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and moon depart, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall
cease from being A NATION before me for ever” (Jer. xxxi. 36).
It is written, “I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; and I
will destroy the strength of the kingdomsof the heathen;” but
“they shall call Jerusalem, The throne of the Lord; and all the
nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, to
Jerusalem.”” (Haggai ii. 22, and Jer. iii. 17.)

¢“Blessed is the King of Israel, that cometh in the name of
our Lord;”” ¢Blessed be the kingdom of our Father David”
(John xii. 13; Mark xi. 10), was the proclamation when Christ
entered Jerusalem. And then was one prophecy of Zechariah
fulfilled (ix. 9); ‘“Thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt.”
But another of the same prophet yet remains to be accomplished
(Zech. ii. 10—13): “When the Lord shall inherit Judah his
portion, in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.”
“These things understood not his disciples at the first”” (John
xXii. 16); neither do they seem to understand them now; for if
our Lord had intended this inaguration of his kingdom, as the
seed of David on the throne of his father according to the flesh,
as its last and only manifestation, how could he teach his dis-
ciples that the kingdom of God would not be nigh at hand or
commence till the ¢“times of the Gentiles should be fulfilled?”’
How could he teach us to pray, ““Thy kingdom come,”” if
already and altogether established? He told his followers, that
“Jerusalem is the city of THE GREAT xING;”’ and when has it
yet been, as it is to be, “a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that
shall not be taken down, not one of the stakes whereof shall
ever he removed?”” Never has this yet taken place; nor, to all
appearance, will it, till the TeEocRACY of Israel be restored,
and all its ancient forms of administration be concentrated in
one: for the name of the city from that day shall be “The Lord
is there;”” Jehovah is our Judge; Jehovah is our Law-giver;
Jehovah is our King.”” (Isaiah xxxiii. 20—22.)

“Shout, O Israel: be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem, The Lord hath taken away thy judg-
ments; he hath_cast out thine enemy: tre Kine oF IsRAEL,
the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any
more.”” (Zeph. iii. 14, 15.)

VII. TYPES.

The design of the preceding sections has been, to elucidate
in a doctrinal form the most prominent circumstances of the
closing period of the Christian economy; distinguished as it is
from all others, past or present, and exclusively denominated
“THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES.”
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With this view, six passages of Scripture* have been selected,
which have hitherto been referred in their application to the
present constitution of the church on earth; or transferred, for
complete accomplishment, to a state ulterior to the existence,
and consequently independent of the circumstances, of this material
universe: whereas an intermediate and defined condition between
the two—terrestrial and heavenly, temporal and spiritual, legal
and evangelical, local and universal—will appear, on due exami-
nation, to be no “cunningly devised fable,”” but THE scr1p-
TURAL EXPECTATION OF THE CHURCH;—a consummation par-
tially revealed and successively exemplified, from the com-
mencement to the conclusion of the sacred record of inspi-
ration.

This doctrine is not only maintained by the texts and con-
texts already discussed, but is implied, or corroborated, by
numerous other passages; which, it must be allowed, will, on
every other mode of interpretation, admit only of a forced and
very inadequate construction; whereas that suggested in these
papers, while it is repugnant to no received article of reve-
lation, is consistent with the whole analogy of faith, and runs
parallel with the gradual development of the entire scheme of
man’s salvation in body and soul, concerning which, “God in
sundry PARTS (woauuge:) and in divers manners” hath spoken
to his church.

Each succeeding dispensation has added somewhat to the
glory and dignity of that which came before; and this, which
13 the last, the most dignified and most glorious, seems to have
been progressively represented by arr. The paradisaical
state was succeeded by the patriarchal, and the legal by the
evangelical; which, as to its present form, will, it should seem,
give place at last to that which may be termed THE REGAL
pisPENSATION. The prophetical office of Moses, and the Levi-
tical priesthood of Aaron, have already found their antitypes
in the ““Prophet like unto Moses,” and in the ‘‘more excellent
ministry’” of Christ; but even these, in the delivery of the Law
from Sinai, and in the coming forth of the high priest to bless
the people, after the acceptance of the sacrifice within the veil,
will not receive their perfect and correspondent accomplish-
ment under the Gospel, until the fulfilment of the new cove-
nant made with the literal Israel, when the Law shall be
written on their hearts, and go forth again from Jerusalem;
till Christ, who is ¢‘not entered (like Aaron) into the holy
places made with hands,” but into heaven itself, shall come
again, an High Priest of good things to come; for unto them

* Viz. Tit. ii. 13—Rev. xx. 5—Matt. xxviii. 20—Heb. ii. 5—Acts iii.
Ql—Acts7i(.) 6. See introduction,
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that Joek for him, shall HE appear the second time, without sin,
unto salvation.”

“The Law made nothing perfect,” being only ‘‘a shadow of
good things to come;”” and yet, under the Gospel, “we know
1n part (only), and we prophecy in part; but when that which
is PERFECT is come, that which is in part shall be done away.”
¢Now we see through a glass darkly (in an enigmatical man-
ner), but then face to face.”” “When Christ shall appear, we
shall appear with him in glory:”’ ¢we shall see him as he is:”
“we shall know as we are known.”” Till then, it is “given”
to his true disciples only “to know the mysteries of the king-
dom;” to others, they are concealed in parables, announced in
prophecy, or adumbrated by typical institutions, events, and
persons; the most remarkable of which will now be briefly
considered.

TYPICAL PERSONS.

The first representative of Christ was Adam—oO3 EXT1'TTTI0%
TOY MEAAONTOS, who is “a TYPE of him who is to come.” Our
version renders it, ‘““who is the figure of him who was to come.”
Rom. v. 14. It may be questioned whether the word wumar,
which has a future reference, can with propriety be thus re-
trospectively applied, where the verb in connection is in the
present tense;* and it seems as though the Apostle were speak-
ing in the context of that life which is to be manifested; and
that reign which is to date its commencement in the persons of
the saints, rather from the second than from the first advent,
when ¢‘they that receive abundance of grace shall reign in life.”’
However this may be, the Apostle has used the word wenoe,
and our translation confirms the remark, in a passage where
that kingdom and life are distinctly recognised and identified
with the second coming: “I charge thee, therefore, before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall (uswrs) judge the quick

and the dead at his appearance and his kingdom.” 2 Tim.
iv. 1.*

* Verbum hoc significationem habet rei voluntate et studio et eventu
futurae: wenke Anawy, in eo sum ut dican Euripides Oreste: usaaw xravay cow
6uyarige, hoe ago ut interficiam tuam filiam: Et Electra Sophoclis; ueaner
g au dear 7s; aliquid ille semper agere volens, sen acturus, seu (ut ita dicam)
acturiens. :

Estque omnino in verbo significatio conatuo cum mors; et ideo Aristoteles
negat idem esse, 7o ueAhor xed 0 souavey; Ut o uiaoy simpliciter futurum non
sit Camerarius in Joh. iv. 47.

Hence it is not quite accurate to render wusas y2g aro fymexey *‘for he was-at
the point of death.” Our vernacular phrase, “for he was going to die” more
nearly conveys the shade of meaning.” In Mark v. 23 we have the expression
ssyaras tyu (extrems laborat; extreme se male babet; in ultimo discrimine est)
which is more correctly rendered “at the point of death,” In Acts xx. 16,
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The principle of an inchoate and complete accomplishment
of prophecy (and so of typical representation), suggested by

the phrase = menaus occurs, which is very properly translated “why tarriest
thou”—why dost thou put off—hesitate—delay? In 1 Tim. vi. 9 we find ss o
peanor which is translated “against the time to come” as if the future simply
were intended. The apostle however refers not to a period in futurity which
was to commence immediately from the moment then present, but to a period
which was to commence after an interval, the duration of which, was not
known to him, and which was not to be revealed to men or to angels; namely,
to the future economy, which will be introduced by the second advent of our
Lord. The word is well suited, to express a period in futurity, the commence-
ment of which, depended upon an event which was left in absolute uncer-
tainty, in respect to the time of its occurrence; so much so that the apostle
could not affirm, either that it would or would not occur within a life time,
but ouly, that it was not impending (svssrnes, 2 Thess. ii. 2) In Luke xxii. 49
we have an example of the use of 7o gseuevor, “When therefore they which were
about him saw (7o ssouevey) what would follow,”—that is follow immediately
upon the betrayal, viz. the apprehension of our Lord—“they said Lord shall
we smite,” &c. In this place 7o usmacy would be inapposite to the circum-
stances of the transaction; because we must suppose, that it was the purpose
of the hostile party to arrest him immediately (comp. Mark xiv. 44, with
Luke xxii. 47). These two examples illustrate the remark above cited, that
o usaroy does not signify simply ¢he future nor the same as o ssoueor.

This shade of meaning is not preserved in our translation of Rom: v. 14,
o¢ 74 TUmes Tou meAhoytos, mor of Matt. xi. 14, nor is it easy to see why a
word of this peculiar meaning should be used in reference to an event which
had occurred. The apostle (in Rom. v. 14) undoubtedly referred to our Lord
Jesus Christ, of whom the first man Adam was a type; the question is, whether
he referred to him as come or as hereafter to come: In other words did he refer
1o the first or the second advent? If to the first, it is suggested he would have
used language similar to that of "John (1 Ep. iv.2) yesor o cagns ounnvbora.
He would have spoken of it simply as a past event, “who is a type of Christ,”
or, “who is a type of Christ come (exmvbora) in the flesh.” But if his mind
rested upon the future advent; as he knew not when that would occur, but only
knew that it would not occur till after a delay, of uncertain duration, the word
was exactly suited to the uncertainty of his mind in respect to the time of the
event. The fact too, that he refers to our Lord by description rather than by
wame, tends to support thisidea. It was in this way the Jews were accustom-
ed to speak of Christ before his incarnation; as is evident from John’s mes-
sage, and the expression of the woman of Samaria, “Art thou he that should
come” (o sgxoumos, Matt. ii.3.) “We know that Messias cometh which is
called Christ,” (John iv. 25) yet, when the Angel appeared to Mary she was
directed to call his name Jesus, Luke i, 31. There seems to be a propriety
also in referring to him, at his second advent in the same way—c" sgyousos.
Heb. x. 37T—0 dwregsc arfgarmos o xugiss ¢ ovgarew, 1 Cor. xv. 47, 0 usnwy, Rom.
v. 14, because then he will appear in a difterent character, Rev. xix. 11—16,
Tsajah xlii. verses 1,2, compared with verses 13, 14. The mind of Paul, (or
rather the Spirit of God, by whose inspiration he wrote) delighted to dwell
upon the future advent. His epistles contain more than thirty plain refe-
rences to it, and why should it be thought incredible that this place also refers
to the future glorious epiphany, especially as the usus loguendi seems to require
us so to understand it?—— o

The reader who wishes to observe the uséof this word (usaray,) in the NoT.
may consult the following places: Matt. i, 7~xi. 14—x1i. 32. Mark x, 32.
Luke iii, 7—xiii, 9—xxi. 36—xxii. 23. John xik 4. Acts iii. 3—xiii. 34—
xviii. 14—xx. 3, 7, 13—xxi. 37—xxii. 39—xxiii. 15,20, 27—xxiv. 25—xxvi.
2, 22—xxvii. 2, 30. Rom. v. 14—viii. 18, 38. 1Cor. iii. 23. Gal. iii. 23.
Eph. i. 21, Col. ii. 17. 1Tim. i. 17—iv. 18—vi. 19. 2 Tim. iv. 1. Heb.
i, 14—iji. 5—vi. 5—viii. 5—ix. 11—x. 1, 27—xi. 20—xiii. 14. James ii. 12.
1Pet. v. 1. 2Pet. ii. 6. Rev. {ii. 10—vi. 11—viii, 13—xii. 4.
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Lord Bacon, and adopted by Bishop Horsley, is that which
alone can reconcile and rightly divide those portions of Serip-
ture which speak of a double advent collectively. This prin-
ciple will illustrate the type of Adam. It is not to the present
purpose to enumerate the particulars in which this significant
outline of the Messiah’s character was filled up by his incar-
nation and offices as the covenant-head of his people: all that
is requisite is to notice a few of the peculiar features deficient
in the first, which remain for exemplification at the second,
appearance of the Son of Man.

“The first Adam’ was formed at once in the perfection of
manhood, and in the fulness of strength and of stature: ¢‘the
last Adam’’ appeared as a babe; He grew up as a tender plant,
and as a root out 8f a dry ground.” The head of nature was
gifted with all his knowledge at once: the Head of grace
“4ncreased in wisdom.” The one was subject by natural re-
lation to his parents: the other, by Divine appointment, had
no superior on earth. “The first man’ was placed in a
garden of delights: the “second’” was led into a wilderness,
and passed through a vale of tears. To the first, all creatures
were submissive, all nature tributary: the last was destitute of
the refuge of the animal world, a place whereon to lay his
head; and acknowledged his dependence in his civil relation,
by condescending to pay tribute to Czesar. “The first Adam”’
was “a living soul: ¢the second” made his soul an offering
unto death for sin. “The first man was of the earth,’” and
had dominion over it: the “second” refused the kingdom
thereof, and descended into Hades. But when He shall
appear again as ‘‘the Lord from heaven,” and as “a quicken-
ing Spirit,” all deficiencies in the original type will be sup-
plied: the Father of mankind will be fully represented in the
glorious Person of his antitype, “The Father of the age to
come,”” Isaiah iX. 6, raemp uorerres aieves. Alex. Sept. He will
quicken the mortal bodies of his saints, by his Spirit which
dwelleth in them; and they shall “reign with him in life.””
“To him will be given dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people and nations and languages should serve him.”
Dan. vii. 14. “All things (will:be put),under his feet; all
sheep and oxen; yea, and all the beasts of the field, the fowl
of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth
through the paths of the seas.”” Psalm viii. 6—8. His name
will be “excellent in all the EArTg,” for the earth itself shall
be remewed. Psalm civ. 30. The wilderness shall blossom
again like Eden, and the desert like the garden of the Lord:
the wolf and the lamb will feed once more together; the crea-
tion cease to groan: all that fell will be restored, and every
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breach repaired: the. natural offspring of the first, who are
also found among the spiritual seed of the second Adam, will
be admitted ¢‘to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of
the paradise of God,” Rev. ii. 7: when the whole mystical
body shall come unto %A PERFECT MAN, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”” Eph. iv. 13.

“En~ocH, the seventh from Adam,” walked with God: “he
pleased the Lord, and was translated:”” and thus prefigured
those who shall bt “alive, and remain, and be caught up to
meet the Lord in the air,”” when, according to his own pro-
phecy of the seventh age of the world, “the Lord cometh with
ten thousand of his saints.”

Noan lived in a corrupt age, and under a general defection
of doctrine and manners; and under such circumstances will
the Son of Man be revealed, according to his own testimony,
Matt. xxiv. 37. Noah was a preacher of righteousness, and
doubtless gave ample warning of the approaching deluge; but
his preaching does not appear to have been successful. The
building of a vessel upon dry land was considered in as con-
temptuous a manner as a ‘preparation for a correspondent
judgment would now be regarded by the world which lieth
in wickedness. The church itself seems to rest contented
with the figure, as representing the dangers to which the
church militant is at all times exposed, without referring it at
all, or, as the Scriptures do, exclusively, to the great tribulation
immediately preceding the second advent; thus inadvertently
completing the parallel, and fulfilling the type themselves:
“They kNEW not, until the flood came and took them all away:
s0 shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.”” (Matt. xxiv. 39.)
. ABRAHAM, as ‘‘the heir of the world’’> and the father of the
faithful, in his call, on the destruction of Sodom by fire; in
the barrenness of his wife, and his possession of the promises,
is an eminent type of his posterity in the latter days. The
circamstances of his two sons are declared by the Apostle to
be an ALLEGORY, in Gal. iv. 24, 26: “Agar answereth to Jeru-
. salem, which now is, and is in bondage with her children;”’
but ¢‘Jerusalem which is zbove is free, which is the mother of
us all.”

Considering that Abraham died 1822 years before Christ,
and the descendants of Ishmael possess the land promised to
Isaac at this very day; considering that God has already ful-
filled his promise to Hagar concerning her son, I will make
him a great nation;”” we may be assured that the counterpart
of the allegory will be realized on the descent of the new Jeru-
salem, the antitype of the old; and that the promise to Abraham,
“In thee and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be

70%
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blessed,” will be as literally fulfilled, when the descendants of
the bond-woman will be cast out of the land of promise, and
the posterity of the free-woman be placed therein, and be
¢plucked up no more.”

MELcHISEDEC was an eminent type of Christ. His regal and
sacerdotal character has never received its full exemplification,
and never will upon earth, till “the Priest of the most high God”
after the “similitude of an unchangeable order’’ shall sit upon
his throne, and he shall be a priest upon his throne, (Zech. vi.
18); King of Righteousness and King of Peace.”” Anp THIS
SHALL COME To PAsS. Read in succession Genesis xiv., Psalm
Ixxvi., Zech. xiv., Heb. vii.,, and Rev. xix. ¢“Melchisedec,
king of Salem, priest of the most high God, met Abraham re-
turning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him.”
(Heb. vii. 1.) “At Salem is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-
place in Zion. There brake he the arrows of the bow, the
shield, the sword, and the battle. He shall cut off the spirit
of princes; and is terrible to the kings of the earth.” (Psalm
Ixxvi.) Then shall the antitype of Melchisedee be fully mani-
fested, “when the Lord of Hosts hath visited his flock, the
house of Judah, and hath made him as his goodly horse in
the battle.”” “And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty
man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine.”

A priest upon his throne, is the very character which Anti-
christ has assumed, and endeavoured to maintain; but it belongs
exclusively to Christ, on the final establishment of the regal
dispensation, on the destruction of the Beast and his army,
who fight against the King of kings.

Of Davip and Soromon it is sufficient to remark, in general,
that as the former was a type of the militant, so the latter was
a type of the triumphant and peaceful state of the church on
earth.

TYPICAL INSTITUTIONS.

Of the numerous institutions of the legal economy, three
only shall be touched upon, which bear directly on the dis-
pensation in question. No substance under the Gospel has
yet, in any degree, been answerable to these shadows under
the Law. These are, the Sabbatical Year; the Jubilee; and
the Feast of Tabernacles.

By the institution of the Sabbatical year, every seventh year
was sanclified; it was called A saBBATE To JEHOVAH. (Lev.
xxv. 4.) Its privilege was extended to the land; ¢“A Sabbath
of rest to the land.”” (Ibid.) Every seventh year, every cre-
ditor was obliged to release his debtars: “He shall not exact of
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his neighbour, or of his brother, because it is called the Lord’s
release.”” (Deut. xv. 2.) All Hebrew servants were discharged
from bondage: “Six years shall he serve, and in the seventh
he shall go out free for nothing.” (Exod. xxi. 1.) Animals
were included in the blessing: “For thy cattle, and for the beast
that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat.”
(Lev. xxv. 7.) At the conclusion of the year, the Feast of
Tabernacles was kept; the Law was read; and the Jubilee
year ensued, in which the great trumpet was blown, and “every
man returned to his possession.” (Deut. xxxi, 10—13; Leyv.
xxv. 7.)

It is obviousthat under the Gospel dispensation nothing analo-
gous to these institutions has yet occurred. One year is not more
sanctified than another; the land has no remission, and it yields
its fruits reluctantly; creditors exact their debts with unabating
rigour; service hasno intermission; and slavery is not abolished
among men. The Feast of Tabernacles has no commemoration
in the church; and animals derive no benefit from Divine in-
stitutions of any kind. Buta time is to come, when the creature
shall be delivered from the bondage of this corruption; and
there is a Sabbatism which remaineth to the people of God. “The
great trumpet shall be blown; and they shall come which were
ready to perish; and shall worship the Lord in the holy Mount
of Jerusalem.”” (Isaiah xxvii. 13.) ¢The ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and everlast-
ing joy upon their heads.”” (Isaiah xxxv. 10.) ¢Exactors
will be righteous,”” and “violence will be heard no more;”
Holiness unto the Lord, be written on every vessel, and upon
the bells of the horses:”” the hallowed jubilee will be kept,
and “liberty be proclaimed. throughout the land.”” When the
Sabbatical period shall commence, when ‘‘THE YEAR OF THE
REDEEMED’’ is come, God will, in very deed, dwell with men
upon earth.

As Moses was admonished of God when he was about to
make the tabernacle, “See that thou make all things according
to the pattern (zov rumor, the type) shewed to thee in the Mount,”
Heb. viii. 5; so Christ, when raised up a Prophet like unto
Moses, ‘“a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,”
appears to have exhibited on another mount a pattern, or type,
of another and future condition of the church on earth. When
“the former things are passed away,” ¢behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them; and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their
God.” Rev. xxi. 3.

This is a terrestrial state, for it is in “a new earth;”’ and yet
it is heavenly, [in its nature and qualities] for where God dwell-
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eth there is heaven. It is a temporal state, for “every one that
is left of the nations shall go up from year to year;” and it is

iritual, because its object is “to worship the Kine, the Lord
of hosts.” It is legal, because it is to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles, which was a typical as well as commemorative
institution of the Law; and it will be evangelical, because the
Gospel, which now only commemorates the time when the
Word was made flesh and dwelt in a tabernacle of clay
(soxmvarw), will then be perfected in the redemption of the body,
and the manifestation of the sons of God,—when the Saviour
will no longer veil the majesty of his Divine Person, but be
manifested in the glory of God his Father.

The dispensation will be local, because “in Jewry will God
be known, and at Salem will be his tabernacle; it will be uni-
versal, for “all the ends of the earth shall remember and turn
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship
before him.”” Psalm xxii. 27. It shall be, that whoso will
not come up, of all the families of the earth, unto Jerusalem,
to worship the King the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall
be no rain.”” Zech. xiv. 17; but “the Lord will smite the
HEATHEN that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles; and
“all the nations shall be punished that come not up to keep the
feast of tabernacles.”’

To what period, it may be asked, of the legal economy, are
we to look for the fulfilment of this remarkable prophecy? in
what stage of the Christian dispensation have these circum-
stances been hitherto exemplified? Under the Law, no uncir-
cumcised person had any lot in the commonwealth of Israel,
nor communion with the ceremonial service of the temple at
Jerusalem. The great object of those institutions was, to sepa-
rate the descendants of Abraham from the heathen round about
them, and from all the nations of the earth. Since the substi-
tution of the Gentiles as the spiritual Israel and church of
God, no pains have been spared by Christian interpreters to
make out an almost exclusive claim to the blessings of prophecy
yet unaccomplished; no dexterity has been wanting to shew,
if it were possible, that the figures of the legal economy have
already received their full and ultimate application in the spiri-
tual ordinances and worship of the Christian church, as already
established. Christ, it is true, is “our Passover;”’ and the
Feast of Weeks, is, or rather ought to be, spiritually transferred
to the Christian Pentecost; but what authority is there for
supposing that the festival in which we [of the church of
England] commemorate the first advent of the Messiah will
correspond with the solemnities of the third great feast of the
Jewish year, which, according to its final constitution in the
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word of prophecy, cannot be kept at all till the literal restora-
tion of the Jews, and the local establishment of the kingdom of
their Messiah? Did the Christian church exhibit the pattern
of a city at unity with itself, and exemplify the character- of
the true circumcision, there would be less presumption in
claiming for herself the titles and privileges of the ancient
Israel of God in their converted state: there might be some
hope that her tabernacle would never be taken down, and none
of her cords be loosed; but that the families of the earth would
worship before her, and walk in her light. Alas! ¢‘darkness
still covers the nations, and gross darkness the people.” Peter
asked leave to build only three tabernacles; but three hundred
would not suffice for the present professing followers of Christ,
that each might glorify him after his own manner.. There is
“one Lord, and his name is one;’’ and one tabernacle will at
length suffice for all who worship in spirit and in truth; and
this will be that which God hath pitched, and net man.

In the closing scene of the transfiguration, ¢Jesus was found
alone;”” and “in the dispensation of the fulness of times,” all
things will be gathered together in ome in Christ; the legal,
prophetical, and evangelical times and persons will all con-
terminate, centre, and end in him, at his second advent as
“the Glory of his people Israel.” Moses and Elias appeared
“‘in glory,” and gave thereby a pledge to all who suffer, that
they shall be glorified together with Christ. One had died,
and the other was translated without tasting of death; and
this surely may be considered as figurative of the circumstances
of the glorious Epiphany; when they that sleep in Jesus shall
be brought with him, and the dead in Christ be raised; when
they that are alive and remain shall only be changed, and be
from that time for ever with the Lord.

It is sometimes asked, whether aALL the inhabitants of the
earth will be in this glorious state in body, as well as in soul;
and if they are, how can glorious bodies live on such an
earth as this? The best answer will be taken from this typical
manifestation. All were not invested with glorious bodies on
the mount—the Apostles appear to have witnessed the scene
with their ordinary bodily senses; and so the nations of the
saved, and the heathen who come up to Jerusalem to worship
the King, the King of glory, may also “walk in the flesh” in
the light of that state. The one took place on earth, and so
may the other. Our Lord warned his disciples on that occasion,
“Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he shall come in his
own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels. But I
tell you of a truth, there be some standing here which shall
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not taste of death till they shall see the kingdom of God,” Luke
ix..£26, 27: and when speaking afterwards of the kingdom -of
God, and of the coming of the Son of Man in a cloud with power
and great glory, he warns the disciples of the last days,
““«Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be ac-
counted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Luke xxi. 36.

Seeing, then, that the same expressions are made use of,
and that all the circumstances of the Transfiguration,—the
cloud that overshadowed, the saints who attended and appeared
in glory, the disciples being yet in their natural state,—seeing
that St. Peter expressly calls this, Making known the power
and coming of the Lord: one event may surely be considered
as typical and illustrative of the other. If the appearance of
threc men at the tent door of Abraham in the plains of Mamre
be recognised, as it generally is, as a type and pledge of the
future incarnation of the Angel-Jehovah, there is, at least, no
incongruity in contemplating the manifestation on the Mount
of Tabor as an evangelical type of the glorious appearing of
the Son of Man with all his saints.

VIII. PRACTICAL VIEW.

It is an old and ordinary device of Satan, in his attempts to
invalidate the doctrines of Revelation, to assault them in their
tendencies. )

The first artifice of the deceiver was an indirect insinuation
concerning the word of God, and a false exhibition of its prac-
tical operation. A doubt was first implied, “Ye shall not
surely die.”” But the subtilty of the temptation'was conveyed
in the suggestion, ¢“God doth know, that in the day ye eat
thereof, then shall your eyes be opened, and ye shall be as
gods, knowing good and evil.”” An inference of such practical
advantage effectually prevailed, in opposition to the plain letter
of God’s command and warning. Allurement will suit his
purpose in one case, and alarm in another: he can entice or
deter, as occasion may require, by the abused representation of
practical results. Adam, even in innocence, stood accepted
before God as long as he believed in his word; and after the
Fall, he had no way of acceptance open, but that of “justifica-
tion by faith alone, without the works of the law.”” Abel also,
and all the Old-Testament saints, are represented, by our Lord
and his Apostles, as “justified by faith;”’ and by faith perform-
ing all those mighty works ascribed to the operation of its
agency in Hebrews xi. Gospel believers, from the first ad-
vent of Christ until the second, were to be justified in one
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and the same way; in.all successive ages, justification by faith
has been the very line of demarcation® between the form and
power of godliness,

Yet this original and fundamental doctrine has continually
been questioned, by a collateral mode of assault, by casting im«
putations upon its practical influence. The common and inva-
riable ohjection against the doctrine of free justification “by
grace, through faith,”” in defiance of Revelation, in contra-
diction to the Articles of Protestant churches, and the uni-
form tenor of Christian experience, has ever been, among
those who know not what they speak nor wherefore they
affirm, to this effect; Such a doctrine tends to licentiousness, and
neglect of duty, and therefore cannot be of God.

The remark might be extended to all the peculiar doctrines
of our holy faith; and the partial or defective exhibition of
them in the ministry of the word, may possibly have more
connection with an unfounded fear of their practical inferences,
than many pious Christians- would admit, while acting under
the restraint of such an apprehension: whereas the question
ever should be, What saith ¢‘the testimony” and “the law?”’
If a doctrine be not according to their standard, let it be re-
jected; but if it be in conformity therewith, let it be brought
forward in its proper place, and according to its measure of
importance, without fearful anticipation of consequences. We
are not to refrain from good words or works, however liable
to misrepresentation: we are not to monopolize the bread of
life, from the fear of waste; or withhold a truth, from an ap-
prehension that others may wrest it to their own destruction.

It would be no matter of surprise, to any one conversant
with the history of the church, or experienced in the public
ministration of the word, should the doctrine of “the restitution
of all things,” and the glorious reign of the Redeemer upon
earth, be treated, even by thinking men, as a merely speculative
question.  Should strong doubts be entertained by cautious and
considerate persons concerning its immediate practical effect,
there would be nothing whereat to wonder. Novel exhibitions

- of science, in all its departments, are uniformly regarded with
a jealous eye by established practitioners; and the disposition
to reject innovation, under the guise of improvement, is laudably
cherished in proportion to the importance of the subject to
which it attaches: and the avenues to the sanctuary of Divine
knowledge cannot be guarded with too scrupulous attention.

While these concessions are made, on the one hand; it
should be remembered, on the other, that the knowledge of
Divine things was partially and progressively communicated
to.the church,and is, for the most part, independent of express
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inspiration, progressive as to its reception also, With refer-
ence to the subject before us,—“The dispensation of the ful-
ness of times,”’—the rule of progressive development applies
with a peculiar propriety; for the very prophet to whom the
enunciation of these times was committed, disavows the full
understanding thereof in his own days, and expressly declares
that they were sealed up to a distant period, when the ¢‘wise
shall understand,”” and “knowledge shall be increased.” Dan.
xii. 4—10. The intimations of a Redeemer, and the way of
salvation, were at first but few and general: they were after-
wards developed with greater nicety and distinction; the mis-
apprehensions of men were gradually cleared away, and finally
rectified by the event. As the time drew near for the succes-
sive deliverances of God’s ancient church and people of Is-
rael, the circumstances of each case in particular spoke a
plainer language to the age which they concerned, and to the
persons instrumentally employed.

The course of Providence observable in the first manifesta-
tion of the Messiah, the partial views and indistinct apprehen-
sions of true believers at the time, may possibly find a coun-
terpart in the condition of the church previous to-the second
introduction of the First Begotten into the world, at the
manifestation of the sons of God, and the great restitution—
concerning which a pregnant question is put, “When the Son
of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”” When
God shall send Jesus, who before was ‘preached “unto the
house of Israel;”” when ¢“he shall set his hand a second time
to recover the remnant of his people’” from the four quarters
of the earth; it is expressly declared, that the latter shall be
according to the former. In the first instance, the positive
promise or obligation was the point to be attended to, and not
the probable result.

his is uniformly the rule of faith, from the time of Abraham
to the present day. Had the father of the faithful been guided
by a practical tendency, rather than by a positive command, he
would certainly never have bound his son, and lifted up his
hand to slay him: a practical inference, which involved not only *
the imputation of an unnatural homicide, but the subversion
of all his hopes and covenant expectations on the part of his
posterity, must have staggered the patriarch and unnerved his
arm. The disposition of Moses to consider practical resuits,
was rectified before he could be fitted for the exercise of his
Divine legation. Such was the precise character of the re-
monstrance by which he would have excused himself from the
performance of a service to which he was called: “He answered
and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken
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unto my voice.” We might suppose that ¢“the first sign and
the latter sign’’ which were vouchsafed, as sufficient evidence
to confirm the people in their deference to his commission and
authority, might have confirmed the mind of Moses himself;
but not so; he looked, notwithstanding, to practical results:
%0 my Lord I am not eloquent, neither heretofore nor since
thou hast spoken unto thy servant; but I am slow of speech,
and of a slow tongue. And the Lord said unto him, Who
hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf; or
the seeing, or the blind? have not I, the Lord? Now, there-
fore, Go; and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what
thou shalt say.”” Thus was this man of God brought off from
his calculation of practical probabilities to a simple compliance
with a command, and simple performance of a work. Hear his
words; ¢“Send, I pray thee, by the hand of him thou wilt
send.” Exod. iv. 13.

In the dealings of God with man, the practical results of doc-
trine and duty are in general very different, and often exactly
opposite to those which ignorance and unbelief would antici-
pate. The means of apparent destruction may be turned, in
the walk of faith and in the path of duty, into the means of
immediate deliverance; according to the saying of our Lord,
¢He that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his
life for my sake, shall find it.”

Under what unpromising circumstances was this lesson in-
culcated on God’s ancient people? Surrounded by the moun-
tains of Pihahiroth; “entangled in the land, when the wilder-
ness had shut them in;”’ six hundred chosen chariots behind,
and a raging sea in fr@nt; the Lord said unto Moses, “Where-
fore criest thou unto me? Speak to the children of Israel, that
they o rorwaRD.”” The consideration of practical inference
must, in this case, have been as urgent as possible, with appa-
rent destruction in view; but the practical result of a ready
compliance was the very opposite to any probable anticipation:
«The children of Israel walked on dry land in the midst of
the sea, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-
shore.,” Exod. xiv. 29, 30.

Numerous instances might be adduced in corroboration of
the above, to shew, both from the record of Revelation and the
result of Christian experience, that when doctrine is clear, and
the path of duty plain, practical inference is not the most impor-
tant subject for human consideration. It issufficient if faith be
made the standard of opinion, and obedience the rule of prac-
tice. But if Moses, the man of God, was thus compassed with
infirmities, who can expect exemption? How great are the
allowances to be made for all, who, being children of Abraham,

71
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as heirs of his faith, have not received it in all respects in
equal measure and proportion!

" Without contending, therefore, for an exclusive ground,
which might be taken—viz. practical inferences form no neces-
sary part of the question under consideration—it shall be our en-
deavour, in the present section, to shew, that&he view pro-
mulgated in these papers, so far from bearing the aspect of a
.merely speculative question, has a PRACTICAL TENDENCY of an
operative and influential nature upon many of the most impor-
tant and vital parts of Christian obligation and positive duty.

It may be expedient to distribute these considerations, as
they may severally affect, I. The ministers of the Gospel in
particular; II. The members of the church in general; and,
III. The world at large.

I. If any apology be requisite for the introduction of the first
head of consideration, it may be found in the apostolic injunc-
tions of Paul to Timothy, and through him to the successive
ministers of the Gospel to the end of time. 4 peculiar obliga-
tion 1o the study of the question seems to be thereby laid upon
those individuals to whom “the ministry of reconciliation”
may be committed in THE LATTER TiMEs. ‘Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latier times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their consciences
seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, &e.; and then
follows (1 Tim. iv. 6.) ¢If thou put the brethren in remem-
brance of these things, thou shalt be A ¢oop MINISTER oF JESUS
CurisT, nourished up in the words of faith, and of good doctrine.”’

By this admonition of the Apostle, it appears that one cha-
racteristic, at least, of a good minister, in the latter times espe-
cially, is o study most altentively the progress of the great apos-
tasy from the faith once delivered to the saints; for how can
he put the brethren in remembrance of these things, if they are not
sufficiently impressed upon his own mind? Admitting, for the
sake of argument, that the Apostle had chiefly, or even exclu-
sively, in view in this passage, that departure from the simpli-
city of Christ, which was afterwards exemplified in the super-
stition and corruptions of the church of Rome, it may be
averred, without offence to individuals, the fact being general,
that the ministers of the Gospel in later periods, subsequent
to the Reformation, have not been sufficiently impressed them-
selves, and therefore have by no means sufficiently impressed
on their brethren, or others, the diversified evils, and unserip-
tural practices, pretensions, claims, and expectations, of the
Papal See: insomuch that in this our day congregations and
communities are either so ignorant or so careless on the sub-
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Ject, that it is become comparatively a matter of indifference.
Nay, more; should a Christian now speak of that chureh, its
tenets, and pretensions, after a scriptural manner, or in the
very language of our own primitive Reformers, who sealed
their opposition to them with their blood, he would be gene-
rally esteemed a bigot, or at least a person’ strangely deficient
in that modern substitute for Christian charity, so falsely called
liberality, when the term is applied to the concerns of an im-
mortal soul. A minister of the Gospel who should, in these
days, lift up his voice like a trumpet, and ¢put the brethren
in remembrance’’ of the enormities formerly committed, under
that apostasy, against the real members of Christ’s mystical
body; and the probability of a renewal of the same, on the
removal of those restraints and disabilities wisely imposed by
Protestants upon persons of that opposite communion; instead
of being reputed a good minister of Jesus Christ, would be gene-
rally regarded as raising unnecessary and groundless apprehen-
sion in the present advanced state of Christian knowledge,
illumination, and benevolence. Such is the practical effect of
a practical disregard to this Apostolic admonition for the latter
times, so far as may regard the Papacy: and the evil of such
omission extends to the correspondent neglect of the circum-
stances connected with the second advent of the Messiah; for
it is evident, from the word of prophecy and the uniform tenor of
Protestant interpretations, that this apostasy will continue,
however enfeebled and broken, until its utter destruction at
the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven; by the
brightness of which epiphany and personal presence (rapsouz) it
will be finally destroyed, with all other anti-christian powers
and principalities, temporal and spiritual.

The bearings of this question with reference to the Papacy
did not escape the sagacity of Bishop Newton, who sedulously
obeyed the Apostolic injunction; to put the brethren in remem-
brance of these things. The point cannot be more clearly stated
than in his own words; ¢“Wherever the influence and authority
of the Church of Rome have extended, she hath endeavoured
by all means to discredit this doctrine; and indeed, not without
sufficient reason, Tuis KINGDOM oF CHeisT being founded on
the ruins of the kingdom of Antichrist. No wonder, therefore,
this doctrine lay depressed for many ages; but it sprang up
again at the Reformation, and will flourish together with the
study of the Revelation. *

*Bishop Newton on the Millennium, chap. xxi. on Propheey. The whole
of Bishop Newton’s remarks on the subject, with copious extracts from the
works of the learned Mr. Mede, are to be found in the Appendiz to a Sermon
on the Nature and Blessedness of the First Resurrection.
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But the ¢‘seducing spirits and doctrines of devils,” alluded
to in the above passage, must by no means be restrained to
the corruptions of the see of Rome: the Apostle, in the con-
cluding exhortation of his pastoral charge to Timothy, extends
the warning to the various heresies and divisions of the
church in the latter days; and grounds his injunction to preach
the pure Gospel upon the consideration of an appearance and
kingdom evidently yet to come, when the “crown of righteous-
ness” laid up for him, should be given, not to him only,
but also to all who love the appeaRING of Christ.  «I charge
thee therefore, before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom, Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season.”
2 Tim. iv.

Thus a judgment conjoined with an appearance, and that ap-
pearance conjoined with a kingdom, form the very ground,
practical and influential, on which ministers are exhorted to
preach the word with earnestness'and importunity.

It may be replied, that ministers do enforce their exhor-
tations with occasional discourses on the certainty of a judg-
ment to come, and the hope which they hold up to believers
of going lo heaven, and enjoying a kingdom set up exclusively
there. But this is the very point in question, both practical
and speculative. The Lord directs us to pray that his ¢“king-
dom may come on earth; the saints expect to reign with him on
the earth; the Apostle John says, by anticipation, “They lived
(again) and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” Can this
expression of time be supposed to relate to eternity; that state
to which a calculation deduced from solar years can scarcely
be supposed to apply?—Christ promised his disciples, that they
should judge the world, appear with him.in glory, and sit on
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel; which judg-
ment can by no stretch of opposite interpretation be made to re-
late to heaven, because, according to the opposite hypothesis of
a merely spiritual reign on earth, all judgment will be past, and
all distinction of tribes confounded, before the heavenly state,
as usually understood, shall commence. Those who have suf-
fered ¢“for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
which have not worshipped the beast or his image—viz. had not
followed the Roman and Papal abominations—they reigned;
while “‘the rest of the dead lived not.” And this suffering and
this reigning are thus recognized, and thus practically‘enforced,
by the Apostle Paul himself, on Christians and on ministers,
in the same Epistle; “If we be dead with him, we shall also
live with him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with him,”” &e.:
“of these things put them in remembrance.” 2 Tim. ii. 11.
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It appears that this reigning, or kingdom, will not be in heaven,
as generally understood, but when they that are Christ’s ‘are
raised, AT HIS coMING; for “then (or after that time) cometh
the end; when HE shall have delivered up the kingdom to God;
even the Father; when =E shall have put down all rule, and all--
authority, and all power: for EE must rE1eN till he hath put
all enemies under his feet. And when all things shall be sub-
dued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto-
him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. Therefore this kingdom, according to St.
Paul, commences at that appearing: on the consideration of
which, in another passage, the same Apostle grounds another
practical and awful charge; when, having exhorted . Timothy
to flee from the love of vain and worldly lusts, to follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, patience, meekness, and to fight
the good fight of faith, he concludes, «I charge thee, in the
sight of God, who quickeneth all things, that thou keep this
commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ; which in his times he shall shew,
who is the blessed and only potentate, King of kings, and Lord of
lords,” 1. Tim. vi. 13—15.

The consideration of the glorious epiphany, connected as
it is by the Apostles with the destruction of Antichrist, the
downfall of Babylon, the resurrection of the just, and the tri-
umphant reign of the Redeemer, is generally enforced by the
Apostle Paul with its practical tendency; and often, as above,
with an exhortation to ministers to enforce the same with a
peculiar and immediate reference to the yet future Aingdom.
There is scarcely a more practical portion of holy writ, than
the: Epistle of Paul to Titus, especially as to the duties of
ministers for life and doctrine; and there is not a more prac-
tical part of it, than the following, passage: “The grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all men, teach-
ing us, that, denying ungodliness and wordly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world,
(weu, age;) looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
pearance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: who
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
THESE THINGS SPEAK AND ExBorT” (Titusii. 11 ad fin.)—
To what consideration do we find these practical injunctions
referred, but to that very manifestation and kingdom on earth,
the anticipation of which, and not our going to heaven, is the
constant and uniform scope of all the Apostle’s argument on
the subject; as St. Peter testifies in his behalf, using the same
practical inferences. Speaking on the very question, he says,

7
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«Wherefore, beloved, seeing ye look for such things (a new
heaven and a new earth), be diligent, that ye may be found of
himin peace, without spot and blameless. And account that
the long-suffering of our Lord, is salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul, who 1N ALL HIS EPISTLES, according to the wis-
dom given unto him, hath written unto you, speaking in them
of these things: in which (w s, in the things, not in the epistles,
as generally supposed) are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do
also the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. Ye, there-
fore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware,
lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall
from your own steadfastness; but grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”> 2 Peter
iii. 14, to the end.

The General Epistles of St. Peter will be more properly
considered in detail under the second head, with reference to
the church at large; but there is one passage, which with great
propriety may be introduced here, wherein the same connection
is observed between the suffering and reigning states of the
church, the sume period referred to for the commencement of
the latter, and a similar practical inference deduced. The Apos-
tle, after discoursing largely of the believer’s participation in
the sufferings of Christ, and the joy which should succeed
“when his glory should be revealed,” makes this solemn appeal to
the elders of the church: “The elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: feed
the flock of God which is among you; taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God’s heri-
tage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.”” 1 Peter v. 1—4,

It may be generally remarked, of ministers and other mem-
bers of the church, that the attention and expectation of both
are exclusively directed, by the received mode of interpretation,
to what is generally understood by the expression of going to
heaven, by an immediale translation to the celestial glory:
whereas the views of the Apostle invariably point to a pre-
vious consideration—the coming of Christ from heaven with all
his saints, who, during their absence from the body, are now
present with him. And thus, even in the time of St. Paul,
the church was led to expect his speedy return, to take his king-
dom, and reign upon earth. To rectify all misconception of
this event—which appears to have been enforced at that time,
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as it should still be, more with a practical than a prophetical
view—the Apostle wrote his Epistles to the Thessalonians.
But it is well deserving of notice, that while he places the
event, as it were, at its prophelical distance, he maintains through-
out the practical tendency of the expectation itself. The comin
and kingdom Christ and his saints form still the scope of eacl
Epistle: every doctrinal position, and every practical infer-
ence, turns upon, and hinges, in, every chapter, upon this car-
dinal point, THE PERSONAL DESCENT; When “we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the a1r;”
and when “them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him.”—

1 Thess. i. 10: % Wait for his Son from heaven.”

1 Thess. ii. 19: “The presence of our Lord Jesus at his com-
ing.”’

gl Thess. iii. 13: “At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all his saints.”

1 Thess. iv. 16: “The Lorp mimserF shall descend.”

1 Thess. v. 23: «I pray God your whole spirit, and soul,
and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

2 Thess. i. 10: ““When he shall come to be glorified in his
saints.” .

2 Thess. ii. 1: ¢“We heseech you, brethren, by the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.””

2 Thess. iii. 5: “The Lord direct your hearts into the love
of God, into the patient waiting for Christ.”’

If the Apostle was taught to ground all his doctrines and
precepts upon this one great expectation, and to fix the attention
of the church upon it, at a time when the event was [as time
has shewn] comparatively distant, the practical inferences,
drawn by him from this sole consideration, might be expected
to operate with increasing energy according to its nearer ap-
proximation. The Apostle has, in fact, drawn this inference
himself, in all the fulness of its accumulated force, and pro-
gressive practical importance: “Let us consider one another, to
provoke unto love and to good works; not forsaking the as-
sembling ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but ez-
horting one another, and so much the more as ye see the day ap-
_proaching.”” Heb. x. 25.—Have we not witnessed, not only
the taking away of “him that letteth,” but the revelation of
“that wicked one, whom the Lord shall consume with the
breath of his mouth, and destroy with the brightness of his
coming?” '

If St. Paul, notwithstanding his specific cautions, still found-
ed his exhortation to “patience” by fixing the attention of the
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church upon the certainty of this event, [though uncertain as
to the time of its occurrence] and upheld their confidence by
the consideration of its actual approach, ¢For yet a little while,
and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry,” Heb,
x. 37: if St. James adopted precisely the same course of admo-
nition, “Be patient unto the coming of the Lord: stablish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lorf draweth nigh:” if we ‘‘know
perfecily that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night:” ought it not to be our desire to be found among those
brethren “who are not in darkness, that the day should over-
take them as a thief?”” Ought we not to “comfort ourselves to-
gether, and edify one another; and pray always that our God
would count us worthy of this calling’ and ¢‘stablish us in
every good word and work?”

May it not be alleged, that the very reasons assigned by St.
Paul in his own days for a protracted expectation of the glo-
rious epiphany, might now be advanced with perfect consis-
tency for a near anticipation of the circumstances under which,
according to the Apostolic testimony, we are to expect ¢‘the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together
unto him?”” 2 Thess. ii. . Has not our Lord himself con-
descended to delineate the very prognostics by which his dis-
ciples are to kNow ¢‘that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand?”
“when these things begin to come to pass?”” [—referring their’
knowledge to providential developments then future.] Have
we not his own practical admonilion, written for our encourage-
ment and reproof ? “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life; and so that day come upon you una-
wares: for asa snare shall it come on all them that dwell upon
the face of the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man.” Luke xxi. 34, 36. -

The considerations adduced under the preceding head, con-
cerning ministers of the Gospel, have an especial reference to
the personal advent of Christ, and the duty laid upon them of
directing their attention to that primary event; but in con-
templating the subject as it affects “the members of the church in
general,” a wider range may be taken, as many additional en-
couragements of a practical nalure are to be deduced from the
several concomitant circumstances, or immediate consequences
of the glorious epiphany.

It isan observation, suggested by a superficial view of human
life, and confirmed by common experience, that objects inde-
finite and distant do not affect the mind or influence the conduct
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of individuals; whereas distinctness of apprehension,and proxi-
mity of attainment, command immediate notice, and excite prac-
tical exertion. The Christian church at large exemplifies the
remark. The day of judgment, the resurrection of the dead, the
world to come, even the recovery of Israel, and the latter-day
glory of the church, are subjects so confounded by indistinet
conceptions of their nature and relative connection, that hither-
to they have rarely made a suitable impression on the mind;
and some of them are placed at such an immoderate distance,
as to be scarcely perceptible to the eye of rational inquiry.
Education, habit, and prejudice, have concurred, with acommon
understanding among men, to leave these matters to their own
generalities and supposed impenetrable obscurity. The gene-
ral pleas of presumption, enthusiasm, self-delusion, and the
like, are advanced, and admitted as sufficient to stifle at once
any pretensions to nicer investigation and advanced discovery.
Thus even believers remain in a state of non-age; babes, for
the most part, in Divine attainments; and have need to be
taught again the rudiments of a science in which, considering
the age in which they were born, and the times in which their
lot is cast, they ought to be instructors to their generation.
‘When some of these great truths are incidentally brought before
them in the course of public instruction, they, like Agrippa,
are almost persuaded. When reasonings upon righteousness,
and judgment to come, are forced upen their ears, they, like
Felix, tremble; but the convenient season for laying these things
to heart seldom arrives. The consideration that ¢all things
remain as they were,’” [and are likely to continue so for a long
time] has acted as a general opiate to lull the attention of man-
kind. The question, “where is the promise of his coming?”’
would not be confined to scoffers, did not decency silence a
doubt, which faith has, perhaps, not altogether dispelled. It
is still time for the professing people of God to live in cciled
houses; but the time is not yet come, according to general esti-
mation, to build the house of the Lord. They eat, they drink,
they marry, and are full of the cares of this life, as if they had
no bread which the world knoweth not of, no mansion not
made with hands, no reserved inheritance, no Bridegroom to
go forth and meet.

. Many, we may suppose, assisted in the preparation of the
ark, who secretly derided its builder, though he were a preach-
er of righteousness; and more than a century would probably
be consumed in preaching a kingdom and an earth wherein the
righteous shall dwell and reign, before attention would be con-
ciliated to the consideration of times and circumstances mar-
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vellously analogous to the days of Noah. The vision was for
an appointed time, when it should speak; but the time will pro-
bably come, and the vision speak in vain.

"Such; it must be admitted, with comparatively few excep-
tions, is the practical effect of generally received opinions con-
cerning the second advent, and ““THE AGE To coME.” As the
religion of the lliterate consists in being as good as their neigh-
hours, and in doing no harm; so they expect to escape, as it
were, with their neighbours, and have no harm done to them
in the day of account. As the religion of the Jearned turns on
their knowledge of doctrine, and habit of doing good, they, for
the most part, expect to be distinguished from the crowd by
the merit of their attainments and works. Each procrastinates
the day, or at least postpones the practical consideration of it,
till bodily dissolution approaches.

Persons truly awakened and converted are not to be reckon-
ed in either class, whatever their condition may be; but early
education has so much influence in forming even their opinions
upon the subjects in question, that, when personal religion
seriously arrests their attention, it is generally so engrossed
thereby, that the glorious expectations of the church here upon
earth seldom occupy that place to which they are entitled, in
the secret meditations or public exercises of its genuine and
spiritual members. The salvation of the soul is all in all with
them; ¢the redemption®of the body’’ is comparatively of little
concern. The fact of the resurrection is admitted, while the
circumstances of its order, priorities, and distinctions, so clearly
recognized in holy writ, are for the most part disregarded.
The condition of the Jews is viewed only asa standing miracle,
and is thus allowed to remain: that neglected part of the com-
munity, regarded by the world with scorn and derision, sup-
plies the Christian with an argument for the truth of his own
religion; while the promises concerning their restoration are
admitted into his creed so far only as their accommodation
serves his own spiritual requirements, and furnishes manna for
himself under the privations of his figurative wilderness. He
takes up his station on Gerizim, and, engrossing all its bless-
ings, consigns to its original occupants the possession and curse
of Ebal. The Gentile, enjoying the figure, overlooks a literal
fulfilment to the Jew. Canaan is transferred to his own bosom,
or placed in the heavens above: any where, but in the LAND oF
PROMISE.

The canon of accommodation, “Valet ima summis mutare
et insignes attenuat.”” The plainest expressions submitted to
its ordeal change their import. ¢‘Kinepom or IsraEL,” thus
transmuted, signifies Gentile dynasty—“comine powN,” is
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interpreted “a strong metaphor for an ascension upwards”—
“r1ME,” becomes the synchronism of efernity; and “carTH,”
the synonyme of heaven!

These remarks on the practical operation of received opi-
nions, may be sufficient to excite a question, whether a result
of such dxscrepancy to the great economy of man’s probationary'
condition may hot have arisen from erroneous or inadequate
conceptions of its consummation and issue. If it shall appear
that the redemption of soul and body is, according to the plain
import of the scriptural view of salvation, brought more with-
in the scope of our present capacity, than any condition purely
spiritual and celestial can be: if the glory of the Redeemer
shall seem to be concerned in the full manifestation of his
Power and Godhead, by the final deliverance and establish-
ment of his church on the very theatre of their sufferings: if
expressions generally referred to heaven do relate to a state on
earth: if “the dominion under the whole heaven” is yet to be
given to the Son of Man: if “the saints of the Most High” are
to take this kingdom, and possess it, and reign on the earth: if
the earth itself is to be renewed, and fitted for the habitation of
the righteous;—if these things be so, and such things are re-
corded for our instruction, ‘‘apon whom the ends of the world
are come,”” the argument from analogy, from experience, and
from the common operation of cause and effect, must shew,
that the practical efficacy of such views and expectations must
operate with a force and intensity proportional to such clear-
ness of apprehension and such proximity of attainment. Noah
would not have been so diligent in his preparations for the
ark, had he not been admonished that the Deluge was at hand.
David prepared materials for the temple, because of the pro-
mise that his son should build it. Jonah was quickened in his
mission to Nineveh, by the pressing consideration that ¢‘yet
forty days and that great city should be overthrown.”” Daniel
set his face unto the Lord in prayer, having understood by
books that the captivity in Babylon was near its accomplish-
ment. The Christian church escaped to Pella, when they
understood by certain prognostics that the destruction of Jeru-
salem was at hand. Doubtless the days are fulfilled [and the
time has come] when Christians should be warned to flee
from the wrath to come; when the materials of the spiritual
temple are to be gathered; when the Gospel should be preached
to the mystical Nineveh; when earnest supplication should be
made for the restoration of Israel; and when the beginning of
sorrows, and judgments on the professmg house of God, call
loudly upon his people to escape out of Babylon, lest they
be partakers of her plagues, and sink in her fall.
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It is an important concession, from an author who has writ-
ten with the avowed purpose of refuting the views already
exhibited in these essays, that “there is something in the hy-
pothesis of the personal reign of the Messiah, which, as far as
2t is believed, i3 EXCEEDINGLY AFFECTING TO THE MIND.”
The author states these sentiments, ¢‘from his own experience;”
and thus affords the most satisfactory evidence, as to the prac-
tical view of the subject, which any case can admit of; for it
is the confession of an adversary, and therefore carries with it
all the weight of unquestionable testimony.

But the doctrine is of too much moment to be believed 3y
halves. The expectation is either scriptural, or it is not; if
it is, it is entitled to full assent; and thus admitted wholly,
would not only ¢¢affect the mind exceedingly,”” but materially
affect the conduct. The mind may be moved to excess, the
affections excited even to transport, the passions considerably
agitated, by striking and animated exhibitions of the theory
of salvation; and cold indeed must be the breast which is sus-
ceptible of ordinary impressions only, from the fervid and
glowing colours in which the word of prophecy has delineated
the circumstances of the second advent, and the triumphant
state of the church on earth. But when these subjects are
handled in a doctrinal and didactic way, as they are by the
Apostles, the purpose is not the excitement of feeling, or the
exercise of mental endowments, but the regulation of human
conduct, under the existing circumstances or successive
changes of the world. The whole question assumes a practical
form: doctrines are declared, and duties are enjoined; objects
of faith are proposed, as the ground and encouragement of a
corresponding practice; obedience under the present economy,
is enforced by the consideration of a jast and adequate re-
ward reserved for distribution in a dispensation to come; and
Christian profession is thus brought to the rigid test and un-
erring standard of Christian obligation.

"The whole subject, as it regards the members of the church in
general, is treated after this manner in the two catholic Epis-
tles of St. Peter, containing together the most systematic and
comprehensive, and at the same time the most practical view,
which is to be found in Holy Writ. The Apostle delineates
the character and condition of the believer, from his-birth of
the incorruptible seed of the word, to his admission into “the
everlasting kingdom.”” He warns him of all his dangers, en-
forces all his duties, and sets before him all his privileges;
ever maintaining the connection of his suffering with his tri-
umphant state; ever directing his mind to the glorious ap-
pearance, personal descent, and return of the Redeemer, as the
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scope of all his endeavours, and the substance of all his hopes.
The condemnation of the fallen angels, the universal Flood,
the overthrow of Sodom, the deliverance of Noah, and of Lot,
are set before the church and the world, not as types and
figures only, but as patterns for imitation, and examples to de-
ter, under a dispensation yet to come, for the recompense of
the just, and the perdition of the ungodly. The recapitulation
of the whole is summed up in this practical exhortation: ¢See-
ing, then, that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be, in all holy conversation and godli-
ness; looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of
God?” 2 Peter iii. 11, 12, -

The limits of this section, already extended beyond its due
proportion by the copious matter which a practical view of
the subject affords, will not admit of a general analysis of
these Epistles, which, if accurately made, would mainly con-
duce towards the settlement of a question of which the last
chapter of the Second Epistle may be deemed the scriptural
key.

The question itself, concerning either advent, seems to be
propounded in the first chapter of the First Epistle, and the
character of each is distinguished. By an attentive perusal
of the first thirteen verses, it will appear, that two kinds or
degrees of salvation are spoken of. In verse 9, we read of
a salvation received, even the salvation of the soul: ¢¢Of which
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you.” In
verses 5 and 13 we read of another salvation, and another
grace: a salvation ‘‘ready to be revealed in the last time,”
and “the grace that is to be brought unto you at the re-
velation of Jesus Christ.”” The Spirit of Christ ¢testified
beforehand of the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow.” The Apostle calls himself “a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall
be revealed.” He exhorts others to ¢‘rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that, when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding great joy.”
He sets before them the pattern and pledge of this glory in
the power and coming of Christ, as exhibited in the holy
mount, where Moses and Elias ¢‘appeared in glory.” He
is to come, according to another Apostle, “to be glorified and
admired in them that believe;® to “change our vile bodies,
that they may be fashioned like unto his glorious body:’ and,
again, “if we suffer, with him, we shall also be glorified
together; “if we suffer, we shall also reign with him.”

72
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On this glorious epiphany, and on this kingdom, both yet'to
came, does St. Peter, in perfect harmony with St. Paul, direct
the. church to fix its scriptural expectation. He speaks under
one view of “The appearing of Jesus Christ,” “The everlast-
ing kingdom,” «The day of judgment,”” and ¢A thousand
years:” thus connecting the second advent, the reign of the
Messiah upon earth, and the judgment of quick and dead,
with the Millennium;—a combination and coincidence al-
ready exhibited in these papers, and illustrated from scrip-
tural evidence. On these grounds, and in expectation of a
state so different from the present, that it is denominated
“new heavens, and A NEW EARTH,” the Apostle exhorts the
church in general to pay a praciical attention to the following
duties: patience under trials; constancy in affliction; holiness
in all manner of conversation; careful circumspection; the
laying aside of malice and hypocrisy; growth in grace; edi-
fication in the faith; abstinence from fleshly lusts; good works;
honest conversation; submission to lawful authority; loyalty
and philanthropy; family subjection and domestic authority;
endurance of injuries; meekness of temper; unanimity; com-
passion; charity; courtesy; the returning good for evil; re-
straint of the tongue; the suffering for righteousness sake; the
bearing of the reproach of Christ; sobriety; vigilance; hospi-
tality; gratuitous superintendence and support of Christ’s
flock; mutual subjection; entire resignation to God; and stead-
fast resistance of the devil.

Such are the practical injunctions of the First Epistle: and
they are all virtually included in that brief but comprehensive
summary of Christian faith and practice contained in 2 Peter i.
5—8: “Giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and
to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,. temperance; and to
temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and to god-
lines%’,i‘brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, cha-
rity,”&e.: “for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.”’

The Apostle informs the church, that in both his Epistles
itis his object to call to their remembrance “the words which
were spoken before by the holy prophets.”” The prophet
Daniel speaks of a time when “the saints of the Most High
shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever.”
¢“The kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is AN EVERLAST-
ING KINGDOM, 80 called because it shall not be destroyed by
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any other, appears to be that which is given to the Son-of Man
at'his coming in the clouds of heaven; into which “an‘abundant
entrance’’ is premised to the church by St. Peter, and which
‘Daniel speaks of as taken and possessed by the saints. - This
appears to be o other than the glorious reign of the Messiah
and his redeemed, on the destruction of the prophetical and
apocalyptic beast, or Roman empire: and that it is a kingdom
on earth, and not in heaven, is manifest from the expression,
“under the whole heaven:’’ and it is over the whole EARTH;
otherwise how are all people, nations, and languages to serve
therein?

If, on a prophetical view of the subject, it should appear,
that, according to any and every scriptural and possible calcu-
lation, this kingdom cannot be very far distant; if it should
appear highly probable, that it is nigh at hand; then it must be
admitted that a practical view must now, or never, be “exceed-
ingly affecting to the mind,”” and powerfully influential on the
conduct. If THE DAY oF THE LoRD, which St. Peter tells us
“will come as a thief in the night,”” be “the comingof the Son
of Man’’ couched under that figure, in Matt. xxiv. 43, and
Rev. iii. 3, and xvi. 15: if the exhaustion of the Turkish power
be signified by the drying up of the Euphratean waters under
the sixth vial of the Apocalypse—all which appears not only
plausible, but in the highest degree probable;—then, indeed,
though we know neither the day nor the hour, the time is
come, when, as Nodh preached righteousness, and Jonah re-
pentance; as John came baptizing with water; so ought those
disciples, who are not in darkness that that day should over-
take them as a thief, to be even vow ¢like unto men that wait
for their Lord:’’ for “blessed are those servants whom the
Lord, when he cometh, shall find watching, (Luke xii. 36, 37.)
Not to discern “this time” under existing circumstances, can
arise only from that species of hypocrisy to which sugl blind-
ness is attributed in Scripture. Ed

Here then we might leave the subject, as far as it concerns
the church in general; for if the Epistles of St. Peter do not, for
the most part, justify the expectations contended for, and his
view thereof be not practical in the highest degree; all such
opinions, from whatever source derived, may be deemed mere-
ly speculative, and consequently of doubtful obligation. But
the scriptural evidence, as to faith and practice, is not confined
to the testimony of this Apostle, satisfactory and conclusive as
it must appear to every unprejudiced mind. Inaddition to the
many qualifications contained in the parables and discourses of
our Lord, and replete as they are with practiéal admonitions
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with reference to his coming as the Son of Man to take his
kingdom, there isa great body of evidence to be collected, not
only from the whole book of the Apocalypse, but especially,
as to the practical view, from the epistolary admonitions ad-
dressed to the Asiatic churches.

Whatever may be the opinions of learned expositors as to the
prophetical character of these remarkable addresses to the
church in general, there can be no diversity of sentiment as to
their practical import, and their application to the various cir-
cumstances and conditions of individual believers, “He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches,”’ is
the monitory voice addressed to every one of the regenerate at
the conclusion of each address; and the commencement of each
is as practical as the conclusion is personal: “I kNow THY
woRrks.”” In the characters of these primitive churches, the
backslider, the false professor, the hypocrite, the covetous
man, the idolater, the spiritual adulterer, the formalist, and
the lukewarm, are personally admonished. In each, “he that
overcometh” is individually encouraged with a specific promise;
and therein all true believers are included, for “who is he that
overcometh, but he that believeth?”” A very simple consider-
ation of the nature and quality of these promises will be suffi-
cient to shew that many of them were not fulfilled to the
churches originally addressed; and that, having received
no adequate fulfilment since, their ultimate and full accom-
plishment is yet in reserve to the collective body of the faith-
ful, in “the dispensation of the fulness of the times,”’ and at
“the restitution of all things,” in ¢‘the regeneration,” when the
Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, and the reign
of the saints commence.

The promises to ¢“him that overcometh,’’? that ¢he shall eat
of the tree of life,”” and ¢not be hurt of the second death,”
might alone illustrate the position. Whatever may be the
spiritual and inchoate reference of the first to the daily suste-
nance of the faithful even now by the body and blood of
Christ; we read, in Rev. xxii. 2, that in the New-Jerusalem
state, “‘in the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was the TREE oF LIFE.”’ This and the preceding chap-
ter are considered, by the generality of expositors, as figurative
of the heavenly state alone; but the view now taken from their
internal evidence will go far towards the refutation of that ex-
clusive reference, and shew that a time-state on earth is shadow-
ed forth under this expressive imagery. Of this “tree of life,”’
it is said, “the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations;” and few, it is conceived, if any, who maintain that
the New Jerusalem is the celestial glory, will expect the heal-
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ing of the nations after the translation of the church to heaven
itself. But the second promise, ““He that overcometh shall
not be hurt of the second death,”’ is still more conclusive as to
a prior condition of the redeemed upon earth. By Rev. xx. 6,
it appears that exemption from the second death is one of the
high privileges of the first resurrection: “Blessed and holy is
he that hath part in the first resurrection; on such the second
death hath no power.” It is well known, that the doctrine
of the first resurrection had such a practical influence in the
early ages of the church, that many suffered patiently, and
even desired martyrdom, that they might ensure a part in jt;
and St. Paul clearly intimates the same, when he says, “others
were tortured, not accepting deliverance,that they might obtain
a BETTER resurrection.” Heb. xi. 35. Its practical influence
on his own conduct is recorded by himself, in his Epistle to
the Philippians, chap. iii.—See also Bishop Newton’s refe-
rence from Dodwell, vol. IIL. p. 879.* .

Another promise is equally conclusive: “He that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, unto him will I
give power over the nations.”” It may be asked, When have be-
lievers, as such, ever ygt had power over the nations; or how
can they be expected to administer such power in heaven?
Surely such an authority can only be exercised “when the
meek shall inherit the earth, and the earth shall be fitted as an
habitation for the righteous; when the kingdom and dominion
shall be given to the saints, “to execute the judgment written—
This honour have all his saints.”” Psalm exlix.

Another promise may, with equal propriety, be referred to
the dispensation in question: ¢‘He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my
Father and his angels.”

The New Jerusalem is represented as “a bride adorned for
her husband;’’ and “to her was granted, that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, white and clean: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of the saints”” (Rev. xix. 8.) “Whosoever
shall be ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with his holy an-
gels.”’—These two passages sufficiently prove the time and
circumstances of the fulfilment of the promise.

+ Jam in Millennii regno primam fore resurrectionem corporum credide-
runt primevi Christiani. Et ut justorum propriam cum crediderunt resur-
rectionem, ita martyrum in ea portionem longe esse preecipuam. Hac cum
ita crederentur dici nequit quantum martyres illius etatis martyrii studio in-
ggmgrilarinn Dodwelli })issert. Cyprian. XIL de Martyrum fortitudine, sect,

, 2.
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There are still two promises, which, if language has any
meaning, and is to be taken according to its obvious sense, do
most abundantly shew, that these promises await their full and
final accomplishment on the restoration of the kingdom to Is-
rael, on the establishment of Christ’s Davidical throne, and the
reign of the saints on earth. ¢I will write upon him the name
of the city of my God, which i# New Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven.” “To him that overcometh will I give to
sit with me on my throne; even also as I overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his throne.”

In the last promise, the throne of the Son is clearly distin-
guished from that of the Father, as it is in other places of
Scripture, and by the Saviour himself. See Luke xxii. 29, 30;
and Matt. xix. 28.

If these promises are not to be referred to the glorious advent
and triumphant kingdom of the Messiah, it will be difficult to
find any suitabde and consistent application for them, collec-
tively considered; and if such be their reference, then not only
the members of the church in general,but THE WORLD AT LARGE,
are concerned in their accomplishment. ¢‘The kingdoms of THIS
woRLD are to become the kingdomg of our Lord:” ¢The
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together, and
with earnest expectation waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God.”” But, “the creature is yet subject to vanity,”
and “the world lieth in wickedness.”

The «last days” and “the perilous times’” are come. The
departure from the faith, of which ¢‘the Spirit speaketh ex-
pressly;”’ the very characters so accurately delineated by
Peter, Paul, Jude, and John, are hastening on “the mystery
of iniquity;” “earthquakes in divers places;”’ “distress of na-
tions, with perplexity;”’ the number of individuals who are
at this time engaged in the peculiar investigation of the word
of prophecy ;—these, and many more signs of the latter days,
actually in appearance, render this subject one of immediate
interest and importance, and of the most extensive practical
application.

Considering the immense preparation made by the economy
of Redemption for the salvation of man,.and the means pos-
sessed, by nations professing the faith, for the enlargement of the
church of Christ, it is astonishing, to a reflecting mind, that so
little should hitherto have been effected thereby for the world at
large. 'The nations are still sitting in darkness, and the earth
is still the habitation of cruelty, and as much filled with vio-
lence as in the days of Noah. The Christian churches first
planted are either altogether extinguished, and swept from the
earth, or have grossly degenerated from their primitive state
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of simplicity. The prospect, lamentable as it is, is no other
than that delineated by the word of prophecy; but, for want of
attention to the light afforded by it in such darkness, the ex-
pectation of the world, and the practical efforts of the chureh,
are, for the most part, erroneous and ill directed. The poten-
tates of the Roman apocalyptic world are looking only to
the enlargement of their dominions, and to the continuance of
their dynasties; to the building up again those very establish-
ments, and the concentration of that very system, against
which Divine Judgments have hitherto, as in the days of
Pharaoh, been executed in vain. The churches are each look-
ing to the propagation of their own peculiar tenets, and the
protection of their private interests. The powers in existence,
secular and ecclesiastical, appear equally blind to the great
scriptural expectations of the church, and the judgments,
which are to begin at the house of God and prepare for the
restoration of his people. Hence the dxspoqmon to favour a -
falling interest, and a blind indifference to that which is to rise
again. Hence, “Edom saith, We are impoverished; but we
will return, and build the desolate places. Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and
they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and The
people against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever: and
your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lorp wiLL BE
MAGNIFIED FROM THE BORDER OF IsrRAEL,” Malachi i. 4, 5.

It is just before the fall of Babylon that the Apostle “saw
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation and kindred, and tongue, and people; saying,
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for Zke
hour of his judgment is come.”

It may have been objected, that if the views suggested in
these papers were received, it would draw off mankind from
attention to their ordinary duties, and repress the present dis-
position to missionary exertions. So far from it, these views,
as far as they have been promulgated and received, have
been already blessed to the conversion of some to the true
faith of Christ, and to the recovery of others who had departed
from it: and as to the general diffusion of the Gospel, as it
was preached throughout the Roman world before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, so possibly it will prove at last, that this
Gospel of the kingdom (the gospel of the age to come) will be
preached to all the world before THE ENp—that is, the end
of the present dispensation; for as Christ appeared ‘‘once in
the end of the world”’ (the Jewish economy), to put away sin,
so ‘‘to them that look for him shall he appear a second time
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(in the end of this world, the present Christian era), without
sin, unto salvation;”’ Heb. ix. 26—28, and then will “his king-
dom come, and his will be done en earth.”
To expect that “the heathen will be given to the Son for
‘his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his
possession,” before he is set up as “k1NG upon his holy hill of
-Zion; to suppose that the nations will walk in the light of the
New Jerusalem, before the restoration of Israel; is an expec-
tation, which, however general it may become, will not on
that account be more scriptural. When Solomon was about
to ascend the throne of his father, according to promise,
“Adonijah exalted himself, saying, I will be king;”’ and thus,
at the present time, it has been well remarked, the church,
and even the world, expect a millennium of their own device
and establishment. Hence the vain expectation of some, of
converting apostate Gentiles; and the hopelessness observable
in others, concerning the restoration of the Jews. Hence
“the people imagine a vain thing; the kings of the earth
stand up, and the rulers take counsel together.” Nevertheless,
¢he that shall come will come, and will not tarry;”” and as
David said of the typical, so will it come to pass in the millen-
nial reign, ¢‘Assuredly Solomon my son shall reign, and sit
upon my throne;”” and as the son of Bathsheba, reigned of
old, according to the promise, so according to the prophecy,
¢tthe kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.”
There are two, and only two primary scriptural expectations
prior to the great consummation. One is, the destruction of
Babylon; and the other, the restoration of Israel. The prac-
tical consideration of these two would suffice, if duly en-
forced, to regulate not only the current of public opinion, but
the course of Christian duty. It would, give a specific and
peculiar efficacy to those missionary labours, by which the
remnant according to the election of grace is to be gathered in;
it would accelerate the last universal publication of the Gospel,
to be made, as “A wirnEss,” to all nations. This, it appears,
is intended rather for Zhe conviction than the conversion of
the world at large; for He who saith to His disciples, “Occury
TiLL I coME,” hath putalso this practical question concerning
mankind in general, “When the Son of Man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?”



