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NUMBER 2

A Vast Stretch of Unoccupied Fields

By the Editor

The Advent Message got its first European
foothold in our Division. However, it soon
followed quite naturally the course of least
resistance, spreading rapidly over Central and
Neorthern Europe, and leaving Southern Europe
practically untouched. Very little was done in
the countries of Southern Europe until later
years. In fact, as late as 1914, the year of the
outbreak of the World War, only a small
beginning had been made in most all our
countries, and, with one or two exceptions, our
fields outside of Europe had not been entered.
As late as 1920, there were only about 6000
baptized members in the territory now com-
prizing the Southern European Division.

Since 1920, more men and means have been
directed toward this neglected territory, and,
under the prospering hand of God, the work
has made very encouraging progress in many
lands. Notwithstanding, the Southern European
Divisionstill presents a large stretch of unoccupied
fields. In order to have a fairly complete picture
of these, the situation should be considered
from two different angles: first, the untouched
millions of continental Europe; and second, the
vast unentered fields of Africa. We will consider
but the first portion of the field in this number.

On our request, the different union offices of
Southern Europe have prepared maps showing
the present development of the work in their
respective fields. These maps are a striking
revelation, for they tell a pathetically eloquent
story. The unwarned, unevangelized millions of
our populous cities and provinces! Nine tenths
of our European territory is still in the deep,
dark death shade. France and ltaly are fitting
examples.

In France, for instance, we find a great
number of large cities where the message has

not yet been proclaimed. Traveling from Paris,
headquarters of the union, to Marseilles, head-
quarters of the South France Conference, one
covers about 600 miles, and finds only two
churches on his way, the first at Lyons, a
small one of thirty members in a city of nearly
one million inhabitants, and the second at
Valence, where D. T. Bourdeau began to preach
in 1876. In Marseilles, the great Mediterranean
seaport, also a city of nearly one million, we

* have a church of some fifty members. One can

cross France from north to south, from Paris
to Nimes, a distance of 600 miles, without
finding one Adventist believer. The result is
the same when the traveler follows the northern
boundary, skirting Belgium and Luxembourg,
from the Pas-de-Calais to Alsace. Again, from
Paris to Strasbourg, or from Paris to Mulhouse,
in either case a distance of 300 miles, there is
not one Adventist church or group to be found.

Such is the situation in France after sixty
years of valiant labor. However, it is in this
land that workers must be found to carry the
message to France's great empire beyond the
seas. Yes, workers must be found largely in
France for North Africa, Madagascar, Indo-China,
Cameroon, etc.

Switzerland, the cradle of the Advent Move-
ment in BEurope, where we have had an organ-
ized work for over sixty-four years, has but
2300 believers. But whole cantons are yet
unevangelized, so we could say of portions of
this tiny country that they are unentered.

And Italy! This country counts 44 million
inhabitants, that is, 59,000 to every Adventist.
Doesn’t that sound like China and India? In
fact it is worse than China. We have a few
believers scattered among fifty provinces, but

(Please turn to page 7)
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Lay Preaching in Southern Europe

Lay preaching is not a new idea in this Division.
From the beginning of our denominational work.
this method has been fruitful in the winning of
souls. Here in Switzerland, even before the contact
with the American Adventists, unordained men
were preaching. The first church in Italy was rais-
ed up in Naples by Doctor Ribton, a layman.
Thomas Ashlan, our first missionary in Rumania,
was a layman. And in the eastern portion of our
territory especially, we have the activity of our
laymen to thank for the phenomenal growth of our
membership. “Every Adventist is a lay preacher,”
Elder Paulini is fond of repeating.

But during the past year a renewed interest has
been shown in preparing our members for this type
of activity. Institutes such as we hold for colpor-
teurs, have been held in every portion of our field,
with really marvellous results. We have asked the
brethren to focus their attention on a certain num-
ber of souls and thus set a goal toward which
they would work. The result was as follows:

No of Lay
Fields Institutes Preachers Goals
Rumanian Union. . 48 1,103 4,556
Jugoslavian Union . 5 270 2,600
Franco-Belg. Union 4 190 600
Swiss Union . . . 3 91 364
Italian Union . . . 1 35 168
61 1,689 8,288

Figures are lacking for five institutes in Ruma-
nia. Three more institutes are still to be heid.

The leaders of thefields have repeatedly remark-
ed regarding the wonderful blessing this effort
has been to their members, and the most soul-stir-
ring stories reach us as to the work being carried
on by these Spirit-filled members. Many of them
have reached their goals of eight or ten, or more
souls early in the year. There is little wonder that the
result has been the stirring up of the wrath of the
clergy, as is seen in another article in this number.

The real results will be seen as the reports of
baptisms are compiled at the close of the year.
We are expecting that this year will be the best
in baptisms this Division has enjoyed in all of its
history. We are told:

“God willdo great things for us if we will be hum-
ble and believing at His feet. More than a thousand
will soon be converted in a day.” - (E. G. White
in “Review and Herald,” November 11, 18%.) “When
divine power is combined with human effort, the
work will spread like fire in the stubble.” - (E. G.
White in “Review and Herald,” December 15, 1885.)

We believe that day is just before us.

The plan is to call in these lay preachers next
winter for further instruction just as the colporteurs
are gathered from year to year. Thus in a few
years we will have an experienced group of lay
soul winners in each district, which will greatly
strengthen the work of the ministry.

H. F. Brown.

The Effects of the Lay Movement

On my visit in the southeastern portion of
our territory, I was impressed with the results
of lay preaching work. This movement has
become so great that the officials have taken
notice of it. The state recognizes only certain
religious bodies as churches, and grants them
a certain amount of religious liberty. But the
sects are forbidden to do propaganda work,
and when they do it, difficulty is met with.

One Sabbath morning, one of our breth-
ren noticed a policeman on his way tothe
Adventist meeting hall, and suspecting the
purpose of his visit, he rapidly visited the
sixty members and warned them not to
come to church. But a family of five was
already in the meeting house. These were
arrested by the policeman. Thanks to the
warning of the brother, no other members
were arrested that morning. The five were
lay preachers and were tried by a military
court, as this district is under martial law.
They were sentenced as follows: Brother
X...: two years in prison, with a heavy fine
and his civil rights withdrawn for three
years; Brother Y...: seven months in prison,

with the same heavy fine and his civil rights
also withdrawn. The three sisters were imprisoned
for three months, with heavy fines. The reason
for the punishment was that they belonged to
the Adventist church and were carrying on
sectarian’ propaganda (lay preaching ),

Lay Preachers’ Ipstitute in Craiova, Rumania.
(Please turn to page 6)
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Statistical Report of the Southern Europ. Division of S. D. A. for the Quarter Ending March 31, 1938.
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Financial Report of the Southern European Division of S. D. A for the Quarter Ending March 31, 1938.
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*Report for the 4th quarter 1937




QUARTERLY REVIEW 5
Specification of Mission Offerings (Column No. 3)
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Dispensary Work in the
Cameroon Territory

Needless to say, the four dispensaries operated
in the Cameroon territory occupy a very impor-
tant place in the mission endeavor carried on
by the Equatorial African Mission. With the
chapel and the school, the dispensary is essential.
In Equatorial Africa, the medical missionary
work must, indeed, be the right arm of the
message.

Our dispensaries in the Cameroon are located
along the old slave route which runs inland
and northward from Yaoundé, the capital, at
Nanga-Eboko, Ndoumbi, Batouri, and Dogba in
connection with our four main stations. This
section of Equatorial Africa is inhabited by
groups of primitive, unchristianized tribes.
Among these peoples, the most elementary notions
of hygiene and prophylaxis are unknown and
unobserved. They have had but little contact
with civilization; in fact, none at all until recent
years,and their conditions of living'are deplor-
able, their physical suffering untold. They are
the prey of the entire gamut of tropical diseases:
fevers, ulcers, syphilis, leprosy and sleepin
sickness, all take a heavy toll of lives. :

In such a land, dispensaries, though simple
and meagerly equipped, are truly placesof refuge
from pain and suffering. Up to the present time
our dispensaries in the Cameroon have beén
operated without the help of a mission doctor.
In fact, just now two of them are operating
without the supervision of professionally trained
white nurses. What can be done, you ask, under
such conditions? Much has been done and is
done. The reports show that an average of 660
cases are treated every day in these littledispen-
saries. Personally I was greatly impressed at
the time of my visit to the Cameroon a year
ago, with the faithful, devoted work accomplished
by these dispensaries in spite of a lack of
facilities and medical personnel. The missionaries
are carrying on heroically until better equipment
and more help can be provided for.

In connection with the dispensaries, aninterest-
ing, noble work is done in favor of hundreds
of helpless children. This is a needy enterprise,
for in the Cameroon about 90%, of the children
die in early infancy. Our work for the motherless
babes has attracted the attention of the Colonial
Administration. Of this, M. Fridlin, superintendent
of the Equatorial African Mission, writes recently:

August 25, we welcomed Mrs. Boisson, wife
of the governor, to our main station at Nanga-
Eboko. Mrs. Boisson wanted to get in closer
contact with the work we are carrying on in
favor of the little orphans. She was mostfavorably
impressed with our efforts, and, before leaving,

gave us a very generous gift for this branch of
our activity. Governor Boisson himself has given
us a subsidy of 200 francs for the orphan’shome
at Ndoumbi.”

Elder Fridlin adds this further word of interest
concerning the future development of our medical
work in the Cameroon:

“ Mrs. Boisson was accompanied by Doctor
Lefevre, Head of the Health Department in the
Cameroon. Doctor Lefévre asked for information
about our medical work which, because of the
lack of a doctor, is unfortunately very limited
and told us that the government would be very
happy if we could do something for the many
lepers of the Cameroon. ‘The Protestant mission-
aries,’ he said, ‘succeed the best in behalf of
the lepers, for the medical treatment is not suf-
ficient to bring relief and hope to this poor,
disinherited people; the spiritual side must also
be cared for, faith mustintervene. ' Doctor Lefévre
also assured me that the Health Department of the
Cameroon ‘would be happy to provide free of
charge the necessary medicaments for the lepers
if we had a doctor for this work.”

Elder Fridlin closed his report on this aspect
of our missionary activity in the Cameroon with
a strong appeal for help :‘‘Again,” he writes,
“we must sound our cry for help across the waters,
for the triumph of the message in Equatorial
Africa is dependent upon a well-organized and
well-supported medical missionary work.”

Our present medical missionary work in the
Cameroon must be maintained; indeed, it must
be developed and built up in such a way that the
millions of the savannas and forests may find
relief from suffering and sin.

W. R. B.

The Effects of the Lay Movement

(Continued from page 2)

Another military courtjudged thirteen “secta-
rians ” who were condemned on the same
accusations. Their sentences varied from one
to six months, and heavy fines were not
forgotten. In another village, five persons were
sent to prison on similar accusations. The
prosecuting lawyer who pleaded against them
gave a very impressive speech in which he
asked that an exemplary sentence be given to
serve as a warning to all those who would be
tempted to carry on this kind of propaganda.

As 1 crossed the border of one of these
countries, the customs officer went verycarefully
through my baggage and examined each book.
“Are you an Adventist?” he asked me. “ I am,
Sir, and happy to be.” He looked at me reproach-

-fully and said: ‘“If I had met you on the border

as you entered with all these books, I would
bave confiscated them.” This gave me the
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opportunity to have a talk with him. I explained
that the Adventists are the best citizens in his
kingdom and that, wereall of the citizens Advent-
ists, there would be no need of police or military
establishments. “ Your country would be a para-
dise,” I told him, “ free from all its evils and
its miseries.” He was more friendly by this
time and we had a conversation about the Bible,
science, Adventists, other religious bodies, etc.
The train was leaving before we terminated
and the officer jumped from the car after giving
me a hearty hand clasp. We parted as friends.

Hans STRUVE.

A Vast Stretch ot Unoccupied Fields

(Continued from page 7)

there are 44 provinces with a population of
16,000,000, with not a single representative of
the message. Italy has vast unentered regions
and neither sanitarium nor school have yet
been established. Our work in Italy is still only
a few bright flashes of light in the darkness of
midnight.

Crossing the Adriatic sea into Jugoslavia,
we find whole provinces without a single church,
and great districts with scarcely a believer.
There is Montenegro still unentered, and from
the Albanian border on the south to Germany
on the north, one can travel throughout all of
those villages and cities, those beautiful islands
and summer resorts, without meeting a half
dozen believers in this message. And even the
portions of the field where we do have churches
are still unworked in the sense of being ade-
quately covered. Our 3500 believers in Jugosiavia
are largely in the northeastern portion of the
fleld, plus the ciiies of Zagreb and Belgrade.
Among the 13 million inhabitants in Jugoslavia,
comprizing Turks, Jews, Hungarians, Germans,
Serbs, Croats, Rumanians, Greeks and Macedo-
nians, Bulgars, what are 3500?

Crossing north into Rumania, we find our
best worked field. Of the approximate 18 million
inhabitants, over 18,000 are baptized, making one
Adventist to every 1000 inhabitants. But even
here there are great unworked portions, as our
believers are concentrated quite largely in the
Transylvanian and the West Muntenian Confer-
ences ; the latter has almost 6000 believers.
There is the Russian population of Bessarabia
where a wonderful beginning has been made -
but only a beginning!

And then we certainly should not forget
Spain, for it is also typical of Southern Europe's
untouched millions. In this country there are
398 Adventists for over 23 million people; there
is one Adventist for about 58 thousand inhabi-
tants. This parallels the situation in Italy, for -
Spain is also without a school and a sanitarium.

. times, yes,

"The Eftects of the Lay Movement

Today the country is war-torn and the wotk at
a standstill.

What shall we find in Spain when the civil
war is ended? That we do not know. We do
feel confident that God will protect His people
in the hour of trial, but on the other hand we
are not unaware of the fact that disaster has
attended our churches and that at the close of
the war we practically shall have tobegin over
again in Spain.

At the close of this brief review I query in
my heart, “How can this territory be reached
in this generation?” In response, aliving memory
of College days comes to mind.

It was a Friday evening foreign mission
service. The speaker, a missionary on furlough,
arrested our attention by these forceful words:
“The only reason I dare return to my field is
because I believe in the Holy Ghost. 1 believe
He is the same today as in the days of the
Acts, and can do the same things as then.”

Our belief in the powerful workings of theHoly

Spirit in our hearts for generous giving and
Jliving,
unwarned millions of the Southern European

and in the darkened hearts of the

Division for salvation, is the only reason we
dare believe in the ultimate triumph of the
“ Everlasting Gospel ” throughout our territory.
But, believing in the Holy Ghost and His
ability to do today what He did in apostolic
greater things, we have full confidence.
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord of Hosts.” Is not the prophet’s
message of yore for Southern Europe at this
hour of need and opportunity?

W.R B.
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e INTERESTING

ITEMS e

QOur Division is on the highway
of the nations and is favored from
time to time with the .visits of gen-
eral workers passing through to
other divisions. Since our last issue
we have been privileged to greet
Elder W. E. Nelson, the General
Conference treasurer, H.W. Barrows
and Claude Conard, General Con-
ference auditors. H.W. Barrows re-
mained with us a week, auditing.
Elder and Mrs. E. L. Cardey passed
through recently on their way to
Cape Town,

&

Several of our workers from the
Ethiopian Mission have passed
through Berne: M. J. Sorenson and
family, after eight years of service,
have returned on furlough. They
spent several days at ‘the ltalian
Union meeting in Florence, and the
message from our new mission field
was much appreciated by the lta-
lian members. N. B. Nielsen, the
treasurer of the Ethiopian Mission,
visited us in Berne. He returned to
Denmark to spend his furlough.

*

N. Marzocchini and-family have
been appointed to FEthiopia. Bro-
ther Marzocchini will teach in our
Addis-Alem school. Elder G. Cu-
pertino, who has recently assumed
the directorship of the Ethiopian
field, writes that permission has
been secured to continue the
school, at least during the present
school year.

ES

Two nurses from ltaly have giv-
en their enthusiastic consent to go
to Ethiopia: Miss V. Balduini, of La
Spezia, and Miss E. Karis, of
Trieste. They aftended the Florence
meeting and expressed themselves
as very happy to give their lives to
this field.

x*

Occasionally a field which has
received many favors from the Gen-
eral Conference can repay a
portion of its debts by giving one
of its own men. Rumania now
counts a missionary family in Ma-
dagascar, another in the Cameroon,
and one or two of its young wo-
men as wives of missionaries. And
now it sends its third family abroad.
To America goes Brother I. Florea

and his family to work among the
Rumanians. The Rumanian Union
gives of its best, and the Division
is pleased to participate in sending
this family to their new field.

*

The ltalian Union Mission held
its biennial meeting in Florence, May
21-25. In ltaly, with her 44,000,000
people, we possess but two build-
ings : one, a little chapel, at
Montaldo, and the other, in Floren-
ce, serves as union headquarters
and publishing house offices. The
union of two Methodist bodies
makes it possible for us to secure
one of their church buildings. This
has served as a Catholic church
for several centuries. If government
permission is secured for the trans-
fer, it will come equipped with
seats for several hundred people.
The apartment on the second floor,
together with the basement, will
give sufficient room for the union
and publishing house quarters. Thus
the present building, Via Trieste,
can serve for school purposes.
This means that one of Southern
Europe’s most urgent needs will be
taken care of.

*

A colporteur institute was held in
Florence just before the wunion
meeting, and at the close a lay
preachers’ institute was held. Thir-
ty-five earnest volunteers set a goal
of 168 souls to be won during the
coming year. One of the lay preach-
ers reported four already won

this year.
*

One of our young ministers, with
his family, is being called to work
for the
lation of Canada. Brother A.
lecoultre and family, after a visit
with relatives in Switzerland, are
leaving. for Quebec. In a sense
they will be foreign missionaries,
and the field to which they go has
thus far proven to be a trying one.
The best wishes of their friends and
of the workers in the Swiss and
Franco-Belgian Unions accompany
them.

%

Dr. A.R. Stadin who is at present
on furlough after passing through
a very trying experience in Ethio-
pia, has volunteered to return and

French-speaking popu- .

has been requested to secure his
visés preparatory to another term
of service.
*

The missionary sometimes makes
a very heavy offering to his field.
The prophecy states: “l will give
men for thee' (Isa. 43: 4). This has
always been the price our gains in
mission lands hove cost. Brother
J. Falcao who, with his wife, recent-
ly went to tropical Africa, was
forced to leave the field because
of the heaith condition of Sister
Falcao. But their leaving was not
quick enough and the sad news
has reached us that she died and

was buried at sea.
*

We list among the new workers
sent to the Cameroon R. Hirschy
and wife. Brother and  Sister
Hirschy were married at the close
of the school year at Collonges
and |oined the small group of
workers down in the Cameroon.
We wish them a happy home and
a joyful period of service in their
field of labor.

*

S. Iserte writes from Spain that
notwithstanding bombardments and
confusion he has been carrying on
a fruitful work. Ten were baptized
recently and others are preparing.

*

A general offering was taken
some weeks ago for the benefit of
our Spanish members in the war
zone, and A. J. Girou, superinten-
dent of the |berian Union, has taken
several automobile loads of food
supplies to our brethren across the
border. Word trom them indicates
that food has been exceedingly
scarce, and that this effort on
the part of the restof the field to
relieve the needs there is being
greatly appreciated.

*

Before this number of the Quart-
erly Review comes off the press,
Elder W. R. Beach, the Division
secretary, will have returned to
Berne from a four months tour
among the mission fields of the
Indian Ocean Union. Undoubtedly a
report of this extended trip south-
ward will appear in our columns
with the next issue.
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