Thé Suftermgs of Christ.

“Gop is love” His love manifested toward
fallen man, in the gift of his beloved Son, amazed
the holy angels. “God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perlsh but have ever-
lasting life.” The Son was the bn&,htness of the
Father’s glory, and the express image of his per-
‘son. He possessed divine excellence and great-

"ness. He was equal with God. It pleased the

: Father that in him all fullness should dwell. He
“ thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”
Yet he ¢ made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men. And bemo' found in fashion
as o man, he humbled himself, nnd became obedl-
ent unto death, cven the death of the cross.’

In order to more fully realize the value of sal-
vation, it is neccssary to understand what it cost.
In consequence of limited views of the sufferings
‘of the divine Son of ‘God, many p]aco a low esti-
mate upon the great work of the atonement.

Christ consented to die in man’s stead, that he,
by a life of obedience; might escape the penu]ty of
the law of God. His death did not slay the law,
lessen ita holy claims, nor detract from its sacred
dignity. The death of Christ proclaimed the jus-
tico of his Father’s law in punishing the trans-
gressor, in that he consented to suffer the pen-
alty of the law himself, in order to save fallen
man from its curse. Tho death of God’s beloved
Son on the cross shows the immutability of the
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law. Ilis death magnified the law and made it
honorable, and gave evidence to man of its change-
less character. From his own divine lips is heard,
¢ Think not that I am come to destroy the law.”

In Christ was united the human and the di-
vine. His mission was to reconcile God to man,
and man to God. His work was to unite the
finite with the Infinite. This was the only way
in which fallen men could be exalted through
the merits of the blood of Ciirist, to be partak-
ers of the divine nature. Taking hwmnan nature,
fitted Christ to understand the nature of man’s
trials, and all the temptations wherewith he is be-
set. Angels, who were unacquainted. with sin,
could not sympathize with man in his peculiar tri-
als. Christ condescended to take man’s nature,
that he might know how to succor all who
should be tempted.

As the human was upon him, he felt his need
of strength from his Father. 1Ie had sclect
places of prayer. He loved the solitude of the
mountain in which to hold communion with his IFa-
ther in Heaven. Ifi'this cxercise he was strength-
encd for the dutics and trials of the day. Our
Saviour identifics himself with our nceds and
weaknesscs, in‘that }ié W8came a suppliant, a night-
ly petitioner, secking from his Father fresh sup-

lics of strength, to come forth invigorated and re-
‘freshed, braced for duty and trial.  Ife is our ex-
ample in all things. lle is a brother in our in-
firmitics, but not porsessing like passions.  As the
sinless One his nature recoiled from evil. " Ie
endured struggles, and torture of soul, in a world
of sin. IHis humanity made prayer a necessity,
and privilege. Ile required all the divine support
and comfort which his Father was ready to impart
to his Son.  Christ found comfort and joy in com-



Toe SurrFERINGS OF CHRIST. 3

mubion with his Father. Here he could unburden
his sorrows that were crushing him. He was a
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief.
Through the day he laboied earnestly to save
men from destruction. He healed the sick. he
comforted the mourning. and breught cheerful-
ness and hope to the despairing.  He brought the
dead to lite. After his work was finiched for
the day, he went forth. cvening after cveniug,
away from the contusion of the city, and his form
was bowed in some retired place, m supplication
to his Father. At times the bright beams of
the moon shone upon his bowed form. And then
again the clouds and darkness shut away all light.
The dew and frost of night rested upon his head
and beard while in the attitude of’ a suppliant.
He frequently continucd his petitions through the
entire night.  If the Saviour of men, with his di-
vine strength, felt the need of prayer. how much
more should feeble, sinful mertals feel the neces-
sity of prayer,—fervent, constant prayer? As
the Son of God in the garden of Gethsemane
bowed in the attitude of prayer, the agony of his
spirit forced from his pores sweat like great drops
of blood. It was here that the horror of great
darkness surrounded him. The sins of the world
were upon him.  Ile was suffering in man’s stead
as o transgressor of his Father’s law. llcre was
the scenc of temptation. The divine light of God
was receding from his vision, and he was passing
into the hands of the powers of darkness. In the
agony of his soul-anguish, he lay prostrate on the
cold earth.  Ie was realizing his Father's frown.
Chitist had taken the cup of suffering from the
lips of guilty wman, and proposed to drink it him-
sclf, and in its place give to man a cup of blessing.
The wrath that would have fallen upon man, was
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now talling upon Christ. 1t was here that the
g <terivins enp trembled in his hand.

Jesus had ollen resorted to Gethisemane with
his dizciples Jor weditation and prayer.  They
were all well aequainted with this sacred retreat.
Fven Jwlas huew where to lead the murderous
throne, thar he might hetray Jesuy into their
hands,  Never befure had the Saviour visited the
spot with a heart so full of rorrow. Tt was not
bodily sulfering from which the Son of God shrank,
aml which wrung from his lips, in the presence
of hixs disciples these monrnful words: “ My soul
ix exceading sorrowful, even unto death.,”  “ Tarry
ye here” said he, “and wateh with me.”

Tle went a little distance from his disciples,
leaving them within hearing, and fell on his faco,
and prayed, O my Father, if it be possible, lct
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, notas I will,
but as thou wilt.”  The sins of a lost world were
upon him, and overwhelmed him. It was a scuse
ot his I"ather's frown, in consequence of sin, which
rent the heart of the Son of God with such pierc-
ing agony, and forced the great blovd-drops from
his biow down his pale checks.

e vose from his prostrate position, and came
to his disciples, and found them asleecp. He said
unto Peter, * What! could ye not watch with me
one hour? Wateh and pray, that yo enter not
inty temptation,  The spirit indeed is willing, bat
the flosh is weak.” At the most important time,
the diseiples were found sleeping—at the time
when JJesns had made s speeial request for them
to watch with him.  ITe knew that severe con-
flicts and terrible temptations were before his dis-
ciples. e took them with him, that they might
be a strength to him, and that the events they
should witness that night, and the lessons of in-
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struction they should reccive, might he indelibly
prinfed upon their memories.  This was necosary,
that their faith might not fail, but he strength-
encd for the test, just, belore thew.

But instead of watehing with Christ, they were
burdened with sorrow, and fcll asleep.  Kven the
ardent Peter was asleep, who, only a few hours
before, had declared that he would suffer, and, if
need be, die for his Lord. At the most critical
moment, when the Son of God was in nced of
their sympathy and heartfelt prayors. they were
found asleep.  They lost much by thus sleeping.
Our Saviour designed to fortify them for the sc-
vere test of their faith to which they would roon
be subjected. 1f they had spent the wonrnful
period in watching with the dear Saviour, and in
prayer to God, Peter would not have been left to
his own feeble strength to deny his Lord.

The Son of God went away the second time,
and prayed, saying, “O my Father, if this cup
may not pass away from me except I drink it, thy
will be done.” And again he came to his disci-
ples, and found them sleeping. Their eyes were
heavy.

'The Saviour turned sadly the second time from
his sleeping disciples, and prayed the third time
snying the same words. Then he came to them,
and said, *“Sleep ou now, and take your rest.
Beheold, the hour is at hund, and the Son of Man
is betraged into the hands of sinvers.”  low
cruel for the diseiples to permit sleep to close their
eyes and slumber to chain their senses, while their
divine Lord was enduring such inexpressible men-
tal anguish, If they had remained watching. they
would not have lost their faith as they beheld the
Son of God dying upon the cross. This import.
ant night-watch should bave been signalized by
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woble mental strugeles and prayers, which would
Voo Dot them streneth to witness the un-
soh We azeny of the Sen of Gadl o Tt wendd
prood them, as they <should behatd his
e upon the to inderstand something
o e nataye of the overpowering anguish whi ch
heo cvduped in the gapden of Gethsemane,  Aud
it voulid hive been better able to veeall
e ds e fd spoken to them in veforence to
h: waflerines, death, and rv*:urrmtion; and anmid
Cre cdoom of that terrible, teving hour, some rays
of’ " wonld have Tit np the darkness, and suse
Gt ok their thith, He had told thew before that
thes things would take place s bat they did not
unde <tand R, The seene of Christ’s suflerings
was to b tiery ordeal to his diseiples, henee the
necessity of watehfulness and prayer. Their faith
necdnd o he sustained by an unseen strength, as
they shondd experienee the teinmph of the powers
of dvkness,

We van have but faint conecptions of the inex-
pressihla anguish of God's dear Son in Gathsem-
ane. as he readized the separation from his Father
in mrequence of hearing man's sin. - He became
sin o the Bllen vace, The sense of the with-
diab e his Pather's love pressed from his an-

cd ) these words: My wonl is execeding

Al even nuto death.”™ <11 it he passibly,
Dok enp pose from me” '|'lu'|| with entire
Ao St his Father's will, e adds, ¢ Never-
thel not s T will, but as thea wilt.”

Vae adivine Sonoft God - was fainting, dying.
The father sent a messenger from his presence to
strenzthen the divine Suaflerer, and brace him to
i his blood-staiued  path. * Could mortals
view the amazement and sorrow of the angels as




Tir Scrrerixas or Chonyse, 7

Lis beams of Jieht, love, and glory. frois his So
they would better understand how offen, in sin
in s sight. The sword of Justice v now to
‘wake reninst this dear Son, Ie was botiayed by
a kis< into the hamds of his eneind <, Yurried
to the jedement hall of an earthly court. thoere to
be destled, and erudemned o death. by sinful
mortals.  There the clorions Son of God way
“ vounded for our transgressions, he waz hruisad
for onr inignities.”  He bore insult, mockery, and
shametul abuse, until hig © vicage was o murred
mare than any man, and his form wore than the
tons of mon,”

Who ean eomprehend the Iove here 4 played ?
The anpgelie hiost beheld with wonder and with
grief Hime who had heen the nmjesty of Heaven,
aud who had worn the evewn of clory, now weae-
ing the erown or thorug, o bleeding vietin to the
rage of an infuriated mob, fived to insme nadnesa
by the weath of Satan.  Behold the paticut suf-
ferer:  Upon his head is the thorny crown.  1is
life-hlond flows from cvery lacerated vein. All
thiz in consequencee of gin! - Nothing coald liave
indneed Christ to leave his honor and snajesty in
Heaven. and come to a sinful world, 5 he nog-
Teeted. despised, and vejected; by those hie cama

to save, and finally to sufier upon (he Dhat
cternad, redeeming love, which will ever ain n
mystery.

“Wonder. () Heavens! aud he astonished, (0 earth]
Behold the oppressor and the oppressed. A\ vast
yaultitiede enelose the Saviour of the world, Mock-
ing and jeering are mingled with the coarce onths
of blasphemy.  His lowly bivth and his huwmble
life tre commented upon by unfecling wretches.
His elaim to be the Son of God is ridieuled by
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and insnltin dosision are passed from lip to lip.
Vatanows hav o {ull eontrol of the minds of his
ants Hioorder ta do this effectually, he com-
wenees with the ehief priests and the elders, and
imbues them with a religions {renzy.  They aro
actaated by the ame Satanie spirit which moves
the most vile and hardened wretehes.  There is a
eorrupt Turimeny in the feclings of all, from the
Liypoeritieal pricsts and elders down to the most
debased. Christ, the precious Son of God, was
Ted forth, sued the eross was laid upon his shoul-
ders. At every step was left blood which flowed
trom his wounds. Thronged by an immense crowd
of bitrer  semies and unfcclm;: spectators, he is
Jed away  the erucifixion. ¢ 1e was oppressed,
and he was afilicted. yet he opened not hig mouth.
He is broucht as a Jamb to the slanghter, and as
a sheep hefure her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not- hig mouth.”
ilis sorrowing disciples follow him at a distance,
hehind the murderous throng. e is nailed to
the cross; and hangs suspended between the heav-
ens aud the carth. Their hearts are bursting
with anguish as their heloved Teacher is suffering
ns u eriminal. Close to the cross are the blind,
bigoted, faithless priests and clders, taunting,
mocking, and jeering: “Thou that destroyest
the temple, and huildest it in three days, save
thyselll 1 thou he the Son of God. come down
from the eross” e saved others, himself ho
cannot save. I he be tho King of fsracl, let- him
now come down from the cross, and we will be-
liecve L. e trusted in God, let him deliver
him now, i he will have him; for he said, I am
the Son of God.” .

Not onc word did Jesus answer to all this.
AVhile tha.nnile.wars haine dwivan theauch hia
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hands, and the sweat-drops of agony were forsed
trom his pores, from the pale, quivering Vips [
the iunocent sufferer & prayer of pardoning lrc
was breathed for his murderers: ¢ Iather, for
give them, for they know not what they do.”  All
Heaven was gazing with profound interest upen
the scene.  The glorious Redeemer of a lost world
was suffering the penalty of man’s trunsgressions
of the Father's Jaw. Ilc was about to ransom his
people with his own blood. Ile was paying the
Just claims of God’s holy law.  This was the mewus
through which an end was to be finally made of

sin and Satan, and his host to be vanquished.
Oh! was there ever suffering and sorrow like
that endured by the dying Saviour? Tt was the
sense of his Father’s displeasure which. made Lis
cup so bitter. Tt was not bodily suffering which
so quickly ended the lifc of Christ upon the cross.
Tt was the crushing weight of the sins of the
world, and a sense of his Father’s wrath. The
Father's glory and sustaining presence had been
withdrawn from him, and despair pressed its
crashing weight of darkness upon him, and forced
from his pale and quivering lips the anguished
cry. © My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me "
Jesus united with the Father in making the
world.  Amid the agonizing sufterings of the Son
of God, blind and delnded men alone remain
unfeeling.  The chief priests and elders revile
tiod’s dear Son while 1n his expiring agonics,
Yot inanimmate nature groans in sympathy with
her Meeding, dying Author. The earth trembles.
The sun refuses to behold the scene.  The heav-
ens gather blackness. Angels liave witnessed the
sufferings of God’s dear Son, until they can leok
i i rid
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1 Cheic e dying! Tle s in despair.
Father™s approving smile ix removed, and
pre ned permitted o lighten the cloan of

Bl ‘s:
{

0 donlis

aited b dying S of Gad,
conld nat see theoneh the portala ol the towh,
s hope did not preseat o him his eoming
dh eon the tosah o congueror, and his Father”,
eptanee of his saeritice. The sin of the world,
with all terriblencss, was {ole to the utmast
by the Son ot Gode The displeasure of the Father
for i and its penalty which was death. wera all
e condd realize throngh (his amnzing dark-
He wie tempted to fear that sin was go
Seive i the sight of his Father, that he
conbl not be yeeoneiled to his Sen, The fievee
tempintion that his awn Father had forever left
Wi, cosed that piereine ery from the erors, ¢ My
tiod,  God, why hast thow forsaken me?”
Christ o]t muel as sinners will feel when the
visl of God's weath <hall be poured out upon
il Black despair. like the pall of death, will
ot aheat their gnilty soule, and then they will
iz o the fuliest extent, the sinfulness of sin.
! T heen purchased for them by the
ving il death of the Son of Gad. Tt might
Leoabeires i they wonld  aceept it willingly,
chidiy s Dt sone ave compelled to yield nln'du'm °
i e liw o Gode T they vettso the hieavonly
| PURRTTITS I]h‘_\' chooze the l\l(\ wares and deeeit{ul-
o sinc they ean have (heir choiee, and at the
end meecive their wages, which is the weath of
o aad eternal death,
Fiith and hope tremble in the expiving agonies
of Chivist, bevause God has removed the agsurance
ha Nad heretoforo given his beloved Son of his
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the world now relies upon the cvidences which
had hitherto strengthened him. (hat Lis Father
secepted his lahorsy and was pleased with hivwerlk.
Iu hiz dying agony.as he yields up his ) et dife,
he has by fuith alone to Grustin Hlim el i b
ever been hig joy (o obey. Tl dwone o eheneed
with elear, heighit rays ol hope on the violit Land
nor on the lelt, - Al is enshronded Go appresdive
gloom. Amidd the awlul diarkness whieh i fole by
gympathizing nature, the Redeemer drains the iy s-
terious cup even to its dregs. Denied even bright
hopeand eonfidence in the trivmph which wilt he his
in the fhture, he eries with o loud voieo, ¢ iLord,
into thy Tands 1 commit oy spirit.” e ko
guaintel with the chirneter of' his Father, lig
Justice, g werey, and great dove,  [n submission
ho dreops into the hands of his Fathey, Anid the
convulsons of natars ave heard by iha amazed
spectators the dying words of the Man of Calvary.

Nature sympathized with the sulfiering of its
Author.  The heiving earth, the rent. rocks, and
the terrifie darkness, proelaimed that it wis the
Bon of God that died. There was  michty

eavthquake.  The vaii of the templa ront in
twiin, Terror seized tho exceutioners 1 specs
tator they heheld the sun vailed in ke

aud felt the eaeth shake beneath then  and aw
mnd bl the vending of the vockss The ek
vy and jeering: of the ehiel” pricsts cnd oldors
were hushed g Clieist eomended his spivit into
the hands of his Father.  Tho astonizted theous
besnn o withdvaw, and grope theiv awgmin the
darkness, to the eity. They swmote o) their
breasts us they went, and in terroc. speaking
scarcely above a whisper, said among thanselves,
{" Tt is an innocont person that has been murdered.
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Wlat if, indeed, he is, as he asserted, the Son
of God 17

Ao adid not yield up his dife G11 he liad ac-
coni Hhied the work which he enme to do, and
enelaiimed with his departing hreath, “ Tt js fin-
whed” Satan then was defeated. e knew that
Lis Kinedom was lost, Aungels rejoiecd as the
words werve iftered, © 1 as finished,”  The greats
Plan ol redemption, which was depesident on the
death of Christ, had been thus far earried out.
Aud there was joy in leaven that the sous of
A eonld, through o life of obedience, he finally
exalted to the throne of God.  Oh, what love!
What amazing love! that brought tho Bon of
God to earth to be mnde sin for us, that we might
be reeonciled to God, and elevated to a lifo with
Bt in his mansions in glory.  Oh! what is man,
that <ueh a price shonkd be paid for his redemption |

When men and women eanmors fully eompre-
hend the magnitnde of the great saerifice, which
was ngnde by the Mujesty of Heaven in dying in
man' stend, then will the plan of salvation ba
niaenilied, and veflections of Calvary will awaken
tender, saered, and lively emotions in the Chris-
tian's heart.  Praises to God and the Lamb will
boe in their hearts, and wpon their lips.  Prido
and self-esteem cannot flourish in the heart that
keeps fresh in memaory the seencs of Calvary, This
world will appenr of but little value to those who
appreciate tha eost of man's redemption.  All the
rirhes of che world are not of suflicient valuo to re-
decin oo perishing soul. Who can messure the
Jove Chiist lelt for a lost world, as he hung upon
the cross, suffering for the sins of guilty men?
This love wag immeasurable. It {vas infinite.

i+ love, he has shown, was stronger than
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and although he had the most fearful conflict with
the powers of darkness, yot awid it all, his jove
deereased not, but grew stronger aud stronger.
o endured the hidings of his Futher's connte
naneo, until he was led to excloim, in the bitter-
ness of his wonl, * My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken mo?"”  His nem brought salvation.  Tho
prico was puid to parehme the eedemption of man,
when, in the Jast soubsteaggde, the blesed wosds
wero uttered, whieh scemed to xesound theough
croation, “ It iy finished.”

How many whe profess to bo Christian:, will be-
como exeited over some worldly entevprise.  Their
interest is awakenced for new and exciting amuse-
ments, while they ave cold-heartod, and apprar as
it frozen in the cause of God. But here isa
themo, poor formadist, which is of sufficient im-
worttiiee to - exeite yon.  Fternal intercsts are
}u'n'o involved.  To be ealm and wnimpassioned
on this themo is evow sinful. Thescenes of Calvary
sall for the deepest emotions. Upon this subject you
will bo excasable i you manifest onthuosinsm,
That Christ, so excellent, so innocent, shonld suft
fer such n painful death, bearing the weight of
the sins of the world, our most extended thoughts
and imoginations can never be able to fully reacl,
and enable us to comprehend the length, the
breadth, the hight, the depth, of such anazing
love. 'The contemplation of the matehless dopths
of a Suviowr's love, viewed by faith, fills and ab-
sorba the mind, tonches and melts tho goul, refiues
and clevates the affections, and completely trans-
forms the wholo character. The language of the
apostle is, *“I determined not to know auything
among you, save Jesus Christ and him erucified.”
We may look toward Calvary, and also exclaim,
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our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world.is
e fied unto e, aod T uuto the world.”

Comeidering ad what an fnanense cost one salva-

L heen purehased, what will be the fate of
theer wiho nenleet so preat salvation ! What
vl the praishment of these wha profess to bo
Uhioners of Chirist, vet fail to bow in hamble ohe-
Grenee Lo the elaims of their Redecmer, and who
diomol ke the cross, as humble disciples of
Chyici and follow him from the wmanger to Cal-
vary  He that gathercth not with e, saith
Christ. seattereth abroad,

Rowe have limited views of the dlonement.
They think that Christ suffered only o suall por-
tien ol the penaley ot the Iw of Gody and that
while the wrath off God was felt by his dear Son,
they appose that he had, through all his painiul
suflevives, an ovidence of hix PFather's Jove and
aeeeptanee, and that the portals of the tmnb be-
e him were illuminated with bright hope that
he had the abiding evidenee of his future glory.
Here is n great mistake,  Christ’s keenest anguish
wig a sense of his Tather's displensure.  1lis
nwantal agony, beeanse of this, was of such in.
tonsity fhat man can have hut faint eonception
of'it, :

The history of the condeseension, hwmniliation

ad saerifiee of our divine Lord does not with
mzny stiv the soul, and affect the life any moro,
i awakon deeper interest, than to vead of the
death o the martyrs of Jesus.  Many have suf-
firnedd desth by slow tortures.  Others have suflored
doath by erncifixion. o what does thd deatle of'
€ dew Ron differ from these ! Tt is trie he
dend upen the eross @ most eruel death ) yet oth-
ciw, for his dear sake, have suffered eqnally, us
for s bodily tovture is concerned.  'Why was tha
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sulforing of Christ wore dreadful thaa that of
ather persons whe have yielded their lives tor hix
sake 7 0 the suflerings of Christ eonsisted
physivel pain alone, then hig death wo e
paintul than that of some of the naviyie iy
pain wis but an ftem in the ageny of Lood” ey
R, The sins of the, world weee apon I,
also the sense of his Father's wreth as Lie sufiered
the peualty of the Iaw. Tt wils these that erushed
his divine soul. [t was the hiding of his Father's
fare, w sonse that his own dewr Father had for-
siken hiw, which brought despair.  The gepara-
tion that sin makey between God and nan was
fully realized and keenly felt by the wrnt,
soffering Man of Calvary, Do was oy by
the powers of darkness. Ho had wot e ray of
light to brighten the future,  And he was strag-
aling with the power of Satan, whe was declariug
that Christ was in his hands, that he was superior
instrenzth to the Son of God, that Casl b dise
owned his Sony and that-he wax no lonzer in the
favor oft God any more than himsellt  ©f he was
indeed still in favor with God, why need he die?
God could save him from death,  Clirist jiclded
not in the laast degree to the forwceiiie oo
oven in his bitterest anguish,  Legiens of evil an-
el were all whont the Rou of Gad, yei the hely
angels were bidden net to break theiv moks ad
ongage in conflict with the taunting, reviling fae.
Heavenly mngels were ot porsitted o aninister
unto the anguishad spieit of the Son e fd. 1t
was in this tervible hour of darkness the Tace of
his Father hiddan, legions of evil aneels erafirons
ing him, the sins oi’ the world wpon him, that
the words were wrenched from his iips, “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken wme.”’

The death of the martyrs can bear no compar-
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iron with the agony endured by the Son of God.
Aud we should take larger, broader, and deeper
views of the life, suffering=, and death, of God’s
dear Son. When the atoning saevifice whall bo
viewed eorreetly, thesalvation of souls will be felt to
he of infinito value,  1n comparizon with the entor-
wive of everlusting life, every other sinks iunto
insignificance,  But how have the eounsels of this °
loving Saviour heen despised.  'Fho hoart's dovo-
tion has been to the world, and- sellish interests
have closed the door against the Sea of Uoed
Hallow hypoerisy and pride, selfishness and gain,
envy, malico and passion, have vo fillwl the hearts
of many that Christ enn have wo room.

Ue was clernally rieh, *yet for our rukes
heeame poor, that wo through his poverty might
be made rich” e was clothed with light and
glory, surrounded with hosts of heavenly angels,
waiting to execute his communds,  Yet he put on
our nature, and eame to sojourn among sinful
mortals.  ere i8 love that no language can ex-
press. It passes knowledge. Great is the mys-
tery of godliness.  Our souls should be enlivened,
clevated, enraptured with the theme of the love of
the Father and the Son to man.  And the followers
of Christ should learn here to refleet back in some
degroe that mysterious love, preparatory to joining
all the redeemed in ascribing ¢ Blessing and honot
and glory and power unto 1lim that sitteth upon the .
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and cver.”
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