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“NOTHING TO DO.”

NoruaING to do! in this world of ours,
Where weeds spring up with fairest flowers,
Where smiles have only a fitful play,
Where hearts are breaking every day!

Nothing to do! Thou Christian soul,
Wrapping thee round in thy selfish stole,
Off with the garments of sloth and sin;
Christ thy Lord hath a kingdom to win.

Nothing to do! There are prayers to lay
On the altar of incense, day by day.

There are foes to meet within and without;
There is error to conquer, strong and stout.

Nothing to do! There are minds to teach
The simplest form of Christian speech;
There are hearts to lure with loving wile,
From the grimmest haunts of sin’s defile.

Nothing to do! There are lambs to feed,
The precious hope of the church’s need;
Strength to be borne to the weak and faint;
Vigils to keep with the doubting saint.

Nothing to do ! and thy Saviour said,
¢ Follow thou me in the path I tread.”
Lord, lend thy help the journey through,
Lest, faint, we cry, ‘“So much to do.”
—ASel.

General QArticles,

Prompt and Cheerful Obedience.
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

¢« Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.”

Gop, as the supreme ruler of the universe,
has ever required prompt and unquestioning
obedience. Hven Christ, in the days of his
flesh, was obedient to the law of the Father.
Through the inspired psalmist he declares:
« Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire;”
“burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not
required. Then said I, Lo, I come; in the vol-
ume of the book it is written of me, I delight
to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is
within my heart.” But men are lulled to sleep
by the deceptions of Satan, who suggests ex-
cuses and conquers their scruples, saying, as he
said to Eve in the garden, “ Ye shall not surely
die.” They forget that the word of the Lord
is steadfast, and that every transgression will
receive a ¢ just recompense of reward.”

The Lord made a covenant with Abraham
and his seed, and gave them the right of cir-
cumcision as a token that he had separated
them from all nations as his peculiar treasure.
Had the descendants of Abraham faithfully
kept this covenant, they would have escaped a
great temptation to indulge in the sinful prac-
tices of other nations, and would not have been
seduced into idolatry. By mingling with idol-
aters, they lost, to a great extent, their peculiar,
holy character. To punish them, the lLord

brought a famine upon their land, which com-
pelled them to go down into Egypt to preserve
their lives. The Liord suffered them to be op-
pressed by the Egyptians; but because of his
covenant with Abraham, he did not forsake
his people. IIe gave them an opportunity to
turn to him in their distress, choose his right-
eous and merciful government, and obey his
requirements.

The Lord heard the cries of his people in
the land of their captivity, and delivered them,
that they might be free to serve him. After
they had left Egypt, and the waters of the Red
Sea had been divided before them, he proved
them, to see if they would trust in Him who
by signs and wonders had delivered them from
the house of bondage. But they failed to en-
dure the trial. They murmured against God
because of the difficulties in the way, and
wished to return again to Egypt. Because of
their dissatisfied, impatient, and rebellious spirit,
they wandered for forty years in the wilder-
ness. But the Liovrd was not chargeable with
this delay in possessing Canaan. He was more
grieved than they because he could not bring
them into immediate possession of the promised
land, and thus display before all nations his
mighty power in the deliverance of his people.
With their distrust of God, with their pride
and unbelief, they were not prepared to enter
Canaan. They would in no way represent
that people whose God is the Lord; for they
did not bear his character of purity, goodness,
and benevolence.

The children of Israel forfeited the divine
favor by their disobedience. Iad they sub-
mitted to the authority of God, as a nation
being governed by his judgments, and as indi-
viduals walking in his ordinances, they would
have been a prosperous, holy, happy people.
By their own perversity of spirit, the Israel-
ites made it impossible for God to manifest his
power in protecting them from the nations
that opposed their passage to Canaan. When
those who had been chosen of God as his pecul-
iar people, who had witnessed so many displays
of his greatness and the mujesty of his power,
imitated the iniquities of the heathen, their
cuilt was as much greater than that of the
idolatrous nations as were their privileges.
Not one of the good things that God had prom-
ised to his people would have failed, had they
complied with the conditions upon which these
blessings were to be bestowed; but God could
not sanction sin, nor protect iniquity. ;

The history of the children of Israel is writ-
ten for our admonition. We are probationers,
as they were. God has given us his command-
ments, as he gave them to his people anciently.
We may become strong in the strength of
Israel’s God, if we will believe and obey his
word. But if we are disobedient, doubting,
and rebellious, as were the multitudes who fell
in the wilderness, we shall be found unworthy
to possess those mansions which Christ has
gone to prepare for his people.

Through Samuel, God commanded Saul to
go and smite the Amalekites, and utterly de-
stroy all their possessions. But Saul only par-
tially obeyed the command; he destroyed the
inferior cattle, but reserved the best, and spared
the wicked king. The next day he met the
prophet Samuel, and greeted him with flatter-
ing self-congratulations. Said he, “ Blessed be
thou of the Lord; I have performed the eom-

mandment of the Lord.” But the prophet
immediately responded, ¢ What meaneth then
the bleating of the shecp in mine ears, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear?”

Saul was confused, and sought to shirk re-
sponsibility by answering, « 7%ey have brought
them from the Amalekites; for the people spared
the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacri-
fice unto the Lord thy God, and the rest we
have utterly destroyed.” Samuel reproved the
king, reminding him of the explicit command
of God directing him to destroy all things be-
longing to Amalek. He pointed out Saul’s
transgression, and declared that he had diso-
beyed the Liord. But Saul refused to acknowl-
edge that he had done wrong, and again ex-
cused his sin by pleading that he had reserved
the best of the cattle to sacrifice unto the Lord.

The king’s persistency in refusing to see and
confess his sin grieved Samuel to the heart.
He sorrowfully asked, « Hath the Lord as great
delight in burnt offering and sacrifices as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams.” ¢« Because thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also
rejected thee from being king.” And for his
transgression, the kingdom of Israel was rent
from the hands of Saul, and given to a neigh-
bor that was better than he, even David, the
son of Jesse.

God is no less particular now than he was in
ancient times. His eye is upon all his people,
and over all the work of their hands. He will
accept of no partial obedience; he will sanction
no compromise with self. Nor will he suffer
thase who disobey his word to go unpunished.
Though he may bear long with the transgressor,
retribution will surely come at last.

God spoke to the children of Israel by the
mouths of prophets and apostles; but there
never was a time when men were shore fully
informed than they now are concerning his
will and the course he would have them pursue.
But will they profit by his teachings? Will
they receive his reproofs and heed the warn-
ings?

Disobedience hardens the heart and deadens
the counscience of the guilty, and it also tends
to corrupt the faith of others. That which at
first looks very wrong to them, gradually loses
this appearance, till finally they question
whether it is really sin, and unconsciously fall
into the same error. When a duty presents
itself, we should not delay to meet its demands.
Delay gives time for doubts to arise, unbelief
creeps in, the judgment is perverted, the under-
standing darkened; and at length the reproofs
of God’s Spirit do not reach the heart of the
deluded one, who has become so blinded as to
feel that they cannot possibly be intended for
him or apply to his case.

Precious probationary time is passing, and
few realize its worth. The golden hours are
squandered in worldly pursuits, in pleasure, in
absolute sin, while a preparation for eternity,
the great object for which they were given, is
entirely overlooked. Thelaw of God is slighted
and forgotten; yet its precepts are none the
less binding, and every transgression will re-
ceive its merited punishment. For purpose. of
worldly gain men desccrate the Sabbath; yet
the claims of that holy day are not abrogated
or lesgened. God’s command is clear and un-
questionable on this point. He has perempto-
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rily forbidden us to labor on the Sabbath; he
has set it apart as a day sanctified to himself.

Those who would walk in the path of obedi-
ence to God’s commandments will encounter
many hindrances. There are strong and subtle
influences that bind them to the ways of the
world; but the power of the Lord can break
these chains. He will remove these obstacles
from before the feet of his faithful, humble
children, or give them strength and courage to
conquer every difficulty, if they eﬂrnestl) be-
seech his help. All hindrances will vanish
before an earnest desire and persistent effort to
do the will of God. Light from Heaven will
illuminate the pathway of those who, no mat-
ter what trials and perplexities they may cn-
counter, go forward in the way of obedience,
looking to Jesus for help and guidance.

Basel, Switzerland.

The Coming Christ.

JEsus of Nazareth began his public ministry
at the age of thirty, pursued it for some three
years thereafter, died on the cross under the
decree of Pontius Pilate, rose from the dead on
the third day, and after forty days left the
earth by a miraculous ascension into Heaven.
The Bible follows this Jesus into Heaven, and
presents him to us as there seated on the right
hand of the Majesty on high, as the «“High
Priest of our profession.”

The Bible, however, does not stop with this
revelation of Christ in Heaven. It goes fur-
ther than this, and extends our view to a period
in the great future, when this Prince and High
Priest in Heaven, this Saviour of sinners, this
Man divine, will return, personally and visibly,
to our world, and states the object thereof with
a general outline of the facts and events that
will be connected with that return. The reve-
lations ot God’s word on this point startle the
mind with the overwhelming and awful grand-
eur. No one believing them, can read them,
and be unimpressed by them.

The ascension of Jesusinto Heaven occurred | s
at Bethany in the presence of “the apostles
whom he had chosen,” who saw him as he went
up, and to whom, « while they looked stead-
fastly toward Heavon two angels, appearing
as men, spake the iollowmo' words: «Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven ?
This same Jesus, which is talen up from you
into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into Heaven.” Jesus had
scarcely vanished from their sight when this
announcement grected their ears, assuring
them that he would come back again to this
world, and that the manner of the coming
would be like that of his departure, but not
informing them when or for what puarpose he
would thus return to carth. It was cnough
for them to know that he had left this world
by ascension into Heaven, and that he had not
left it forever.

Peter, who was an eye-witness of the scene, a
hearer of what the angels said, and a believer
in the fact that Jesus had gone into IHeaven,
and was there,soon after referred to him in the
following terms: ¢ Whom the llcaven must
receive until the times of restitution of all
things which God hath spolken by the mouth
of his prophets since the world began.” The
Rev. Mr. Barnes,; in his Notes on Acts, under-
stands the word here translated ¢ restitution,”
to mean the completion, the filling up, the con-
summation and fulfillment of prophecy relating
to the whole Messianic plan of God on earth.
The word “until’” suggests that, when this
shall have been accomplished, Jesus would
again personally revisit our world, not necessa-
rily to remain here, but that he would appear
here a second time. Prior to this he would be
in Heaven, whither he had just ascended.

Christ himself, at different times, and on va-
rious occasions, used language calculated, and,
indeed, intended, to convey the idea of both his

departure from and his subscquent return to
this world. The following puassages illustrate
this statement:—

“ What and if ye shall see the Son of man
ascend up where he was before?” “I go to pre-
pare a place for you; and it I go to prepare a
place for you, I will come again and re-
ceive you unto myself, that where I am there
ye may be also.” “I will not leave you com-
fortless; I will come unto you.” «If ye loved
me, ye would rejoice because I said, L 2o unto
my Father.” “But now I go my way to Him
that sent me.” ¢ It is expedient for you that 1
go away; for if I go not away the Comforter
will not come unto you; but it I depart I will
send him unto you.” “A little while, and ye
shall not see me; and again, a little while, and
ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.”
“I came forth from the Father, and am come
into the world; again I leave the world and go
to the I"ather.”

These pussages contain clear intimations of
Christ’s departure from this world, as subse-
quently accomplished by his death, resurrection,
and ascension into Heaven; and some of them
also contain intimations that he would come
back again and receive his followers unto him-
self. Both ideas were on his lips, especially
toward the close of his public ministry.

The twenty-fifth chapter o’ Matthew records
the answer which Jesus gave to the question of
his disciples in respect to the end of the world.
These are his words: “ When the Son of man
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of
his 0|01y, and before him shall be gathered all
nations; and he shall separate them onc from
‘mother, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats; and he shall set the sheep on his
right hand, but the goats on the left.” The
sheep here represent the righteous; and to them
Christ will say: “Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” The goats
represent the wicked; and to them Christ will
say: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and bis
.mvcls. The sequel is thus stated: “And these
[Lh wicked] shall go away into cverlasting
punishment; but Lh(, righteous into life eternal.”

Here is a coming Zof Christ declared by
himselt in words dppll(ﬁ able, not to the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, but only to the final and
ecneral Judumunt7 as elsewhere taught in the
Bible. This coming is conneccted With that
Judgment. Christ places himself on the judg-
ment throne. Paul tells us that God “hath
appointed a day in the which he will judge
the world in righteousness by that man whom
he hath ordluncd, wherceof he hath given assur-
ance unto all men in that he hath raised him
from the dead.” He also says that we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that every one may reccive the things done in
his body, according to that he lmlh done,
whether it be good or bad. What Christ
says about his coming, the gathering of all
nations before him, and his ad}udl( ation upon
their character and destiny, not only associates
that coming with the final Judgment, but corre-
spouds with what the apostle says. He will at
last come, not to die for sinners, and not to
preach to them a gospel of salvation, but to
judge the world in righteousness. God has
appointed the day or time for this Judgment;
and, if so, then he has appointed the time of
the coming.

The same apostle, alluding, in his first epistle
to the Corinthians, to the resurrection of the
dead, says that “as in Adam all dic, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive,” and then adds:
“But every man in his own order: Christ the
first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at
his coming.” The order here stated is the resnr-
rection of Christ first, as “the first fruits” or
pledge of that of his pcoplp, and then their
resurrection “at his coming.” This connects

the resurrection with the second coming of

Christ. At this coming his own words will be
fulfilled: « Marvel not at this; for the hour is

coming in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation.”

Paul, in his first epistle to the Thessalonians,
refers, in the following manner, to the sccond
coming of Christ and to the events connected
therewith: “For this we say unto you by the
word of the lord, that we [Cbristians then liv-
ing] which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord, shall not prevent [precede]
them which ave asleep. For the Lord himself
shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Then we [Christians then living] which are alive
and remain, shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Iere
the fact of Christ’s descent from IHeaven is dis-
tinctly stated; and with it is connected the res-
urrection of the righteous dead. And also the
change in uxpucb to Christians then living.
Christians, whether the risen dead or thoso
then living, will meet the Lord in the air, and
will ever be with the Lord.

The same general thought was in the mind
of the apostle when, in his cpistle to the Phil-
ippians, he said: “For our conversation [citi-
zenship] is in Heaven, from whence also we

look for the Saviour, the Liord Jesus Christ, who

shall change our vile body, that it may be fash-
ioned like unto his glorious body, according to
the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unto himself.” What Paul looked
for, as he stated, is evidently the second coming
of Christ, or his descent from Heaven; and
with this event he associated the change of
“our vile body,” of which, in his first epistle
to the Corinthians, he speaks as taking place
“in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump,” “ when the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.” Wonderful language,
and wounderful thoughts expressed by it.

So, also, in Paul’s second epistle to the Thes-
salonians, we have these words: “Seeing it is a
righteous thing with God to recompense tribula-
tion to them that trouble you, and, to you who
are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know mnot God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
be punished with everlasting do%ructl(m from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of his power, when he shall come to be glori-
fied in his saints, and to be admired in all them
that believe (bcc ause our testimony among you
was believed) in that day.” The “day” here
mentioned is the day or time ¢ when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven,” ¢“when he
shall come to be glorified in his saints,” and
when he will “reccompense’™ rest to the right-
cous and punishment to the wicked—a glori-
ous day to the one, and a wrathful day to the
other. The reference here is manifestly to the
second coming of Christ, and to the events, as
here set forth, that stand connected with that °
coming. He will then “descend from Heaven,”
and reappear in our world, attended by “his
mighty angels.”” There will be no doubters
then as to the second advent. The good and
the bad will alike understand that Christ has
come.—Samuel T Spear, D. D., in Independent.

StappEry places may fling up the heels of
great giants, and little temptations may over-
tlnow well»«rxown Christians.—ZLee.

Tur appellation of gentleman should never
be affixed to a man’s circumstances, but to his
behavior in them.
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Forsaking All for Christ.

Tae following facts from a letter to the A/is-
stonary IHerald, relative to the willingness of
converts from heathenism to give up their fool-
ish ornaments, should put to shame very many
professed followers of the Saviour in Christian
lands:—

“Most of those who are now with us at this
station have given up tobacco, hemp, drink, and
ornaments, and say they have left forever their
heathen friends with all their customs, and want
to build houses on our premises, and learn and
practice the customs of God’s people. Should
you be in one of our mecetings and hear them
pray and testify, you might think we have had
a day of Pentecost. DBut you should know the
whole truth. Converts here have just as much
of the earthly element clinging to them as any-
where, and among the few chosen ones there
are doubtless the many who were merely called
and who may only endure for a time, as is the
case everywhere in the world. Among them
all I do not sce yet much poignant conviction
of sin. But we have certainly great reason for
encouragement in the fact that they show a
disposition to obey the truth as fast as they re-
ceive it.

“One instance of this will be enough to show
what I mean. At our meeting at Mongwe I
had been preaching about how the early Chris-
tians brought all their wealth and laid it down
at the apostles’ feet. They—that is, our people
here—professed to have given up tobacco, beer,
cte., but that was not enough; they must conse-
crate all to the Lord and not keep buck any-
thing. Now what had they left that they would
not give up? With scarcely a moment’s fore-
thought as to what L was going to do, but ob-
serving their foolish ornaments of iron and
brass on their ankles and wrists and dangling
from their ears and around their necks, I asked
who was willing to lay them down, hardly sup-
posing that one would consent upon the spot.
But immediately they began to strip them off.

“Some of these ornaments were grown into
their bodies in such a way that we had to send
for instruments to cut them off. There were
charms of snake skins and bones, to part with
which, most natives think, is next to parting
with their lives. But, cxcepting the girls, not
one of those who professed Christ went out of
that house wearing any kind of ornament.
Other instances might be given of this spirit of
willingness to put the truth in practice at once.
But what they all now need most is not sudden
outbursts of self-denial, but steady instruction
and discipline in almost everything that goes to
malke up Christian manhood. It seems to me
as they now are they are as impressible as the
clay in the potter’s hand.”

Christian Fellowship.

TuERE can be no Christian fellowship among
those who are influenced by selfish aims and
ends of life; for sclfishness is opposed to all
tellowship. To bring any of the children of
men into the enjoyment of Christian fellowship,
the corrupt heart—the seat of selfishness—
must be changed, and the soul renewed by the
converting grace of God, and conformed to his
image. In other words, the soul must first be
in fellowship with Christ belore we can be in
fellowship with those who are Christ’s. Being
in fellowship with Christ, we are one in him,
and consequently in harmony and fellowship
with those whom he has redeemed by his blood;
therefore Christian fellowship embraces with
its arms of common sympathy, love, and confi-
dence, all the true followers of Christ.

They walle together in the same path. The
apostle teaches us that “if we walk in the light
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another.”  Christians walk in the light of
God. The light of God is as necessary to our

spiritual enjoyment and development as the
light of the natural sun is to the warmth and
happiness of man on earth. We seek it and
abide in it, just as we seck the light of the
natural day rather than the darkness of a dun-

geon. We walk in the light of God’s counte-
nance.

Our path is a pathway of light. In it there
is no darkness. As we walk in this pathway,
wo enjoy communion with the same Saviour,
and have fellowship in the same light. And
the apostle tells us that by walking in the light
of God, “we have fellowship one with another.”
This feliowship springs from “walking in the
light.” It is therefore a fellowship of light.
But light means, in Scripture language, truth
and holiness, and the light of God, the holincss
and truth of God. To walk in the light, as he
is in the light, is, therefore, to be holy as he is
holy; and thus it is that “our fellowship is
with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ.”
This fellowship makes all Christians like to
each other, for they are “partakers alike of
the divine nature.” They all have the mind of
Christ, and the spirit of Christ dwells in them.
They cannot but be in fellowship with one an-
other.—Methodist Recorder.

Obituaries.

Toere is a remarkable difference between
Bible obituaries and those of the present day.
We quote afew obituary notices from the Bible
as specimens: “And all the days that Adam
lived were nine hundred and thirty yecars; and
he died.” “So Moses the servant of the Lord
died there in the land of Moab, according to
the word of the Liord. And he buried him in
a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-
peor; and no man knoweth of his sepulcher
unto this day.” ¢« Now Samuel was dead, and
all Isracl had lamented him and buried him in
Ramah, even in his own city.” In Heb. 11, the
apostle speaks especially of the faithful of the
times then past. In this chapter we find the
following, which we may call a model obituary
on the occasion of the death of the faithful:
“ Died in faith, not having reccived the prom-
ises.”

The following is extracted from a modern
obituary, seemingly Christian: “On Saturday,
when apparently dying, her sister said to her,
¢ Luey, if’ the angels come for you, and you sec
father and mother, let us know it if you can.’
She said she would. In afew hours she revived
again,  Sunday morning she said in a whisper,
“Yes, yes, they have come.” Her sister asked,
“Who have come?” ¢Father, mother, and all of
them! Glory! glory! glory!” . . And now
Jesus has come and taken her to himself. . .
The clouds at length separated; Jesus came as
he promised; and her disembodied spirit as-
cended to the church triumphant.”

What a contrast between this and the utter-
ances of the Bible! Does the Bible teach that
dead men and women are angels?—No. But
Jesus promises the righteous that they shall be
“as the angels,” or “equal unto the angels.”
When ?—After they are “accounted worthy”
of" a part in the world to come, and are raised
from the dead. TLiuke 20: 35, 3 When do the
angels come for the people of God?—When
Jesus comes again and raises them from the
dead. Matt. 24:30, 31. When does Jesus
take them to himseli?—A¢t his seccond coming.
John 14:1-3; 1 MThess. 4:16, 17. In what
clouds does Jesus come again? and how ?—In
the clouds of heaven, and as he went away.
Matt. 24:30; Acts 1:9-11. When do the
saints join the church triumphant?—When
they can shout victory over death and the
grave, at the resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:52, 55.

Where is the text of Scripture that speaks of
disembodied spirits? It is not. Such an en-
tity is nowhere recognized in the Scriptures.
What consolation do the Scriptures offer to

those who mourn for the dead in Christ 2—The
resurrection from the dead, at the second per-
sonul coming of Christ. 1 Thess. 4 :13-18.
What to pious mothers who mourn the death
of their infant children?—That ¢ they shall
come again from the land of the enemy.” Matt.
2:16-18; Jer. 31:15,16. Is there a text in
the Bible which contradicts the harmonious
teaching of all those referred to above ?—"There
is not.  What, then, of the casc of the rich man
and Lazarus ?—DBy a figure the dead are repre-
sented as living and speaking, as in other texts
of Scripture. Isa. 14:9-11; Eze. 32:21, 27.
The Aell of the rich man and Lazarus is the
hades of the Greek language and the sheol of
the Hebrew, in which place or state inspiration
has positively affirmed that “there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom.” Hecl.
9:10. R. F. CorTrELL.

Hunger and Thirst.

A staTE of complete satisfaction is not by any
means a desirable attainment. It is not found
among scriptural beatitudes. Onthe other hand,
it was our Lord himself who said: ¢« Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst.” Thus the
beatitude is one of dissatistaction. It is mind-
hunger that impels the student in all his quests
and rescarches; if he becomes satisfied with his
knowledge, his progress is at an end. Satis-
faction with attainments in any sphere marks
the limit of attainment. Hunger of soul, the
desire for more of God, for holier life, for deeper
communion, for fuller transtormation of charac-
ter, is the only hopeful state; the want of these
desires tells of a perilous spiritual state.

Longing is the heart’s cry for greater near-
ness to God. 1t is the hand held out empty for
Heaven to fill. It is the very spirit of faith im-
pelling always to new ventures, to more heroic
struggles. - Satisfaction sits down at the foot of
the mountain, while longing boldly climbs to its
summit. Satisfaction is content tostand on the
shore and wonder what is beyond; longing
pushes out upon the unpathed waters, and dis-
covers great continents. Itislonging alone that
makes us grow. It transforms us into its own
spirit.  What we long for intensely and contin-
uously, we become. It is like the lamp in
Goethe’s tale, which, placed in the fisherman’s
rade hut, changed it to silver. The lamp of
heavenly longing, lighted in our hearts and
burning there, will transform our poor, dull
carthly lives into the beauty and brightness of
Heaven.—S. S. Z%mes.

The Humble Exalted.

Gop chooses the humblest instruments. He
passes by the tempests, and waters the fields
and gardens with his imperceptible dew. He
passes by the great clephant, and bestows the
hues of sapphire and amethyst upon the tiny
humming-bird. He passes by the lofty pine
and huge e¢lm tree, and lavishes blossom and
perfume on the violet. All history teaches the
same truth. Moses was the son of a poor lie-
vite; Gideon was a thresher; David was a shep-
herd-boy; Amos was a herdsman; the apostles
were ignorant and unlearned; Zwingle was 1
shepherd; Melanchthon, the great theologian of
the Reformation, was an armorer; Luther was
the child of a poor miner; Fuller was a farm
servant; Carcy, the originator of the plan of
translating the Bible into the language of the
millions of Hindustan, was a shoemaker; Mor-
rison, who translated the Bible into the Chinese
language, was a last-malker; Dr. Milne was a
herd-boy; Adam Clarke was the son of Irish
cotters; John Foster was a weaver; Jay, of Bath,
was a herdsman.—Sel.

‘WoEN Christ abides in the human heart, he
is in it as an immortal hope.—/Pres. Cuiross.
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Establishment of the Vandals in Africa.

G1BBON speaks above, of ‘“the invitation
which” the Vandals “reccived from Count
Boniface.” The way in which that invitation
was brought about was this: In the narrative
which we have given of the Visigoths under
Adolphus the successor of Alaric, Placidia will
be remembered as the sister of the Emperor
Honorius and the wife of Adolphus. After the
death of her husband, she was restored by
Wallia, about A. ». 416, to her brother Honorius
in exchange for 600,000 measures (about 150,-
000 bushels) of wheat. After her return she
was given by Honorius, much against her will,
in marriage to Constantius, a Roman general,
and became the mother of a daughter—ITono-
rin—and a son, who, at the age of six years,
and under the title of Valentinian ITI.; suc-
cceded to the thronc of the western empire.
Honorius died Aug. 27, A. 0. 423, and the va-
cant throne was usurped two years by John
the Secretary. At this time Placidia was at
Constantinople under the protection of her
nephew Theodosius the Younger, and Theodo-
sius resolved (A. . 425) to place Valentinian
on the throne of the West. Valentinian being
only six years old, and his father being dead,
upon Placidia was bestowed the important
office of regent during the minority of her son;
this authority she exercised twenty-five years
—from A. D. 425 to 450.

“ Her armies were commanded by two gen-
erals—Atius and Boniface—who may be deserv-
edly named as the last of the Romans. Their
union might have supported a sinking empire;
their discord was the fatal and immediate cause
of the loss of Africa.”—Dec. and Fall, chap. 33,
par. 4.

Count Boniface was in command in Africa;
Aitinus commanded the troops of the empire in
Italy, and be concocted a conspiracy to destroy
Boniface.

«/Btius possessed an advantage of singular
moment in a female reign; he was present; he
besieged, with artful and insidious flattery, the
palace of Ravenna, disguised his dark designs
with the mask of loyalty and friendship, and
at length deceived both his mistress and his
absent rival, by a subtle conspiracy which a
weak woman and a brave man could not easily
suspect. He had secretly persuaded Placidia
to recall [A. p 427] Boniface from the govern-
ment of Africa; he secretly advised Boniface
to disobey the ITmperial summons; to the one
he represented the order as a sentence of death;
to the other he stated the refusal as a signal
of revolt; and when the credulous and unsus-
pectful Count had armed the province in his
defense, Aftius applanded his sagacity in fore-
seeing the rebellion which his own perfidy had
excited. A temperate inquiry into the real
motives of Boniface would have restored a
faithful servant to his duty and to the republic;
but the arts of Altius still continued to betray
and to inflame, and the Count was urged by
persecution to embrace the most desperate
counsels. The success with which he eluded
or repelled the first attacks, could not inspire
a vain confidence, that, at the head of some
loose, disorderly Africans, he should be able to
withstand the regular forces of the West, com-
manded by a rival, whose military character
it was impossible for him to despise. After
some hesitation, the last struggles of prudence
and loyalty, Boniface dispatched a trusty friend
to the court, or rather to the camp, of Gonderie,
king of the Vandals, with the proposal of a
strict alliance, and the offer of an advantageous
and perpetual settlement.”—7d.

These were the events and this ¢ the invita-
tion” that brought the nation of the Vandals
into Africa. The treachery of Altius was dis-
covered shortly afterward; but the mischief
was done, and it was too late to remedy it.

“The long and narrow tract of the African
coast was filled with frequent monuments of

Roman art and magnificence; and the respect-
ive degrees of improvement might be accurately
moeasured by the distance from Carthage and
the Mediterrancan. A simple reflection will
impress every thinking mind with the clearest
idea of fertility and cultivation. The country
was extremely populous; the inhabitants re-
served a liberal subsistence for their own use;
and the annual exportation, particularly of
wheat, was so regular and plentiful that Africa
deserved the name of the common granary of
Rome and of mankind. On a sudden the seven
fraitful provinces, from Tangier to Tripoli, were
overwhelmed by the invasion of the Vandals,
whose destructive rage has perhaps becen exag-
gerated by popular animosity, religious zeal,
and extravagant declamation.

«War, in its fairest form, implies a perpetual
violation of humanity and justice; and the
hostilities of barbarians are inflamed by the
fierce and lawless spirit which incessantly dis-
turbs their peaceful and domestic society. The
Vandals, where they found resistance, seldom
gave quarter; and the deaths of their valiant
countrymen were expiated by the ruin of the
cities under whose walls they had fallen.
Careless of the distinctions of age, or sex, or
ank, they employed every species of indignity
and torture to force from the captives a dis-
covery of their hidden wealth. The stern
policy of Genseric justified his frequent exam-
ples of military exccution; he was not always

the master of his own passions, or of those of

his followers; and the calamities of war were
acoravated by the licentiousness of the Moors
and the fanaticism of the Donatists.

“The court and the people were astonished
by the strange intelligence, that a virtuous
hero, after so many favors and so many serv-
ices, had renounced his allegiance, and invited
the barbarians to destroy the province intrusted
to his command. The friends of Boniface, who
still believed that his eriminal behavior might
be excused by some honorable motive, solicited,
during the absence of Altius, a free conference
with the Count of Africa; and Darius, an officer
of high distinction, was named for the impor-
tant embassy. In their first interview at Car-
thage, the imaginary provocations were mutu-
ally explained; the opposite letters of Aitius
were produced and compared; and the fraud
was easily detected.

«“Placidia and Boniface lamented their fatal
error; and the Count had sufficient magnanim-
ity to confide in the forgiveness of his sover-
eign, or to expose his head to her future resent-
ment. IHis repentance was fervent and sincere;
but he soon discovered that it was no longer
in his power to restore the edifice which be
had shalen to its foundations. Carthage and
the Roman garrisons returned with their gen-
eral to the allegiance of Valentinian; but the
rest of Africa was still distracted with war and
faction; and the inexorable king of the Van-
dals, disdaining all terms of accommodation,
sternly refused to relinquish the possession of
his prey. The band of veterans who marched
under the standard of Boniface, and his hasty
levies of provincial troops, were defeated with
considerable loss; the victorious barbarians in-
sulted the open country; and Carthage, Corta,
and Hippo Regius were the only cities that
appeared to rise above the general inundation.

“The gencrous mind of Count Boniface was
tortured by the exquisite distress of beholding
the ruin which he had occasioned, and whose
rapid progress he was unable to check. After
the loss of a battle, he retired into Mippo Re-
gius, where [A. . 430, May] he was immediately
besieged by an enemy who considered him as
the real bulwark of Africa. The maritime
colony of Hippo, about two hundred miles
westward of Carthage, had formerly acquired
the distinguishing epithet of Regius, from the
residence of Numidian kings; and some re-
mains of trade and populousness still adhere
to the modern city, which is known in Hurope

by the corrupted name of Bona. The military
labors and anxious reflections of Count Boni-
face were alleviated by the edifying conversa-
tion of his friend St. Augustine; till that bishop,
the light and pillar of the Catholic church,
wus gently released [A. p. 430, Aug. 28] in the
third month of the sicge, and in the seventy-
sixth year of his age, from the actual and the
impending calamities of his country.”—Dec. and
Lally chap. 83, par. 9, 8, 10. J.
(Concluded next week.)

The Christian Life.

To nor a few the Christian life seems a hard
and laborious one. Discipleship is almost a
spiritual bondage rather than a joyous, excel-
lent freedom. The difficulty is they have not

iyet learned by experience what the Christian

life really is. They attempt to follow Christ,
goaded to it by an active and unsatisfied con-
science, or perhaps by fears of the consequences
to themselves if’ they do not. Such a life can-
not but be one of wearisome struggle and fre-
quent defeat.

The Christian life is one inspired by a very
different spirit from this. It looks not merely
to one’s own conscience and will, but to Christ,
both for impulse and power. Its aim is so to
appreciate his own wonderful love to us that a
personal love to him, as the best and dearest of
all friends, shall become the supreme affection
of the soul. It tries to regard every duty and
accept every trial, as assigned us by him and
to be done or borne for him, as an expression of
our love. In proportion as we live such a life,
not one of mere duty, but of personal and out-
flowing love to Christ, we shall find the Chris-
tian life to be the happiest life that can be lived.

It is a most pernicious mistake to suppose, as
many do, that Paul, in the latter part of the
seventh chapter of Romans, is describing the
lite of a true disciple. The picture he so vividly
paints is that of one who is striving in his own
strength and by the power of his own resolu-
tion, to fight successfully the battle with temp-
tation. The writer uses the first person singu-
lar, just as he does in the thirteenth chapter of
First Corinthians, for the sake of vivacity and
impressiveness. Perhaps he was describing his
own experience before he learned of Christ how
to live the Christian life. But that he was not
describing this life is very clear from the fact,
not only that the struggler is constantly van-
quished, as the true Christian is not, but that
when the despairing cry has been wrung from
him, “«O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death ?” the
apostle at once holds up Christ as the source of
power and victory. I thank God [deliverance
is to be had] through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
And he then goes on in the eighth chapter to
sing the glad song of victory which Christ has
taught us: “ There is theretore now no condem-
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”—A4d-
vance.

Obedience Always Possible,

CAN a man always live a Christian life, in
spite of any and all adverse circumstances?
Yes; he either can do that, or die a Christian’s
death. No man need sin. If Elisha could
stand fast in spite of Jezebel; and the son of
Ahaz (Hezekiah), and, later on, the son and
grandson of Amon and Manasseh (Josiah),
could be godly men; and if even the Ninevites
could repent after only one sermon,—surely we
cannot say that repentance and godliness are
ever impossible to men. The Bible is full of in-
stances where even boys and girls, amidst very
adverse circumstances, have lived glorious lives
for God. (For example, Joseph, the Syrian
maid, Samuel, David, Esther, Ruth, Jonathan,
Daniel and his friends, and others.) Andis it
impossible to do this any longer? ~Surely not.
—8. S. Times.
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Immortality in the Old Testament.

Tue assertion is made in a recent ecditorial
article in the New England Evangelist,that “un-
til the divine demonstration of invincible power
in the victory of Christ over the grave, there
was no kunowledge of immortality beyond the
gates of death.” That any professed Christian

should make such a statement is a matter of

no little surprise, since it is a denial, not only
of the Old Testament, but of the New as well,
and even contradicts the teaching of Christ
himself, who silenced theskeptical Sadducees by
proving from the writings of’ Moses, the resur-
rection of the dead. See Matt. 22 : 23-32.

The apostle Paul says (2 Tim. 1:9, 10,)
that the © purpose and grace” of God were
“made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and
hath  brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel;” but he does not say that
“there was no knowledge of immortality ” un-
til after Christ arose {from the dead. 1Ile could
“not have said that; for he elsewhere proves the
contrary. In his defense before Agrippa he
said: “ And now I stand and am judged for the
hope of the promise made of God unto our
fathers” (Acts 26:6); and from verse 8,
and also chapter 23 : 6 we learn that that hope
was the hope of immortality through a resur-
rection from the dead. Indeed, the apostle re-
peatedly argues at length to show the identity
of his faith and the faith of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

The promise to Abrabam was that he should
be heir of the world (Rom.4:13); but we
know, and Paul knew, that he did not receive
it. And it was from this very fact that Stephen
(Acts 7) argued the resurrection and Messiah-
ship of Christ. The promise was not fulfilled
to Abraham; thercfore, he and all who are
heirs with him, and who bave died, or may yet
die, must be raised from the dead that the
promise may be fulfilled. In the eleventh
chapter of Hebrews, Paul shows that all the
ancient worthies had that same faith. He
speaks especially of Abraham, proving positively
that his faith was in the resurrection. He
says: “ By faith Abrabam, when he was tried,
offered up Isaac; and he that had received the
promises offered up his only begotton son, of
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed
be called: accounting that God was able to raise
him up, even from the dead; from whence also
he received him in a figure.” Heb. 11: 17-19.

Elsewhere we read, “Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him forrighteousness.”
Or, as James says: “ Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how
faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect? And the scripture
was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed
God, and it was imputed unto him for right-
eousness; and he was called the Friend of God.”
James 2 : 21-23.

Thus we see that Abraham was justified by
faith in the death and resurrection of Christ.
But Abraham’s faith was different in no wise
from that of Abel, Enoch, and Noah, nor from
that of the many who died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em-
braced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they
that say such things declare plainly that they
gseek a country. And truly, if they had been
mindful of that country from whence they came
out, they might have had opportunity to have
returned. But now they desire a better coun-
try, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; for he hath
prepared for them a city.” Heb. 11:13-16.

Life and immortality are indeed brought to
light “through the gospel,” but the gospel is
as old as the promise of a Saviour. The doc-
trine that the gospel belongs only to the new

covenant is false and misleading. The Script-
ures testify (Gal. 3:8) that “God preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nations be blessed.” And again
we read of the Jews in the days of Moses that
they bad the gospel. Heb. 4:2. The Old
Testament is full of immortality through a
resurrection. When under sore afiliction the
patriarch Job exclaimed:—

“Oh that my words were now written! oh
that they were printed in a book! that they
were graven with an iron pen and lead in the
rock forever! for 1 know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth; and though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
I see God.” Job 19 :23-26.

David, too, spoke of the resurrection of Christ
(Acts 2:30, 31); Isaiah spoke of the resurrec-
tion of all the righteous, saying: «“Thy dead
men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that
dwell in dust; for thy dew is as the dew of
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead;”
and the same thing was shown to Hzelkiel in
vision. Hze. 37. “And what shall 1 more
say ? for the time would fail me to tell of Gid-
con, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the
prophets; who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises,

out of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flicht the armies of
the aliens. Women received their dead raised
to life again; and others were tortured, not ac-
cepting deliverance; that they might obtain a
better resurrection.”  “ And these all, having ob-
tained a good report through faith, received not
the promise: God having provided some better
thing for us, that they without us should not be
made perfect.” Heb. 11 :32-35, 39, 40.

But why pursue this subject further? for «if
they believe not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded though one rose from
the dead.” If they reject the words of Christ
(Liuke 20 : 37), neither have they any real faith
in his resurrection or in his ability to raise
those who believe in him. C. P. BoLLMAN.

On, Heaven without my Saviour
‘Would be no Heaven to me;
Dim were the walls of jasper,
Rayless the crystal sea.
He gilds earth’s darkest valleys
With light and joy and peace;
‘What then must be the radiance,
When night and death shall cease?
—Helen L. Parmlee.

Venerable Day of the Sun.

Tue Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, of New York,
says in his late bool:—

“The ancient nations all about the Jews de-
voted the first day of the week to what was at
first the chief symbol of god, the sun, calling it
Sunday, which the missionaries of the
cross would find was already regarded sacred as
the ¢venerable day of the sun’ in the Roman
empire and among other nations to whom they
were sent.’—ZThe Sabbatl for Man, pp. 875,
376.

Mr. Crafts gives much evidence in support of
his remark, and enough more can be given to
remove all doubt of its truth.

Considering, then, that all the Gentile people,
to whom the early missionaries of the cross went,
were keeping the Sunday as a festival day and
for the worship of the sun-god, and had for
years before the time of Christ been so observ-
ing it, we are prepared to see that no command
of Christ or example of the apostles is needed
to induce the Gentile converts to keep this day.
They were already keeping it, and with scores
of other pagan rites and festivals, continued
this as a festival day after coming into the
church. The Jewish converts and all their de-
scendants, always continued to keep the seventh

day, and for the first three hundred years the
Gentile converts observed the seventh day as the
Sabbath, and after the second century also con-
tinued to observe the Sunday as a festival day
as well as for religious worship. Finding, after
a long time, that Christian worship on two
successive days of the week required more
time than could be spared from their daily
labors, the Gentile converts, who had become
much the more numerous in Burope, and who
hated all Jews and Jewish observances, ceased
to observe the seventh day, but continued to ob-
serve their old Sunday custom.— Light of Home.

“ Against Thee Have I Sinned.”

It is to be regretted that sin is so seldom re-
garded as something against God. Not thus
was it with David. ¢« Against thee, and thee
only, have I sinned,” was his penitential cry.

This is the view of sin, and the only- view,
that will lead to salvation. Our misdecds may
result in discomfort to others; they may bring
bitter penalties upon ourselves in the loss of
self-respect or in forfeiting the confidence of our
friends. But sorrow from such considerations
is not sufficient. It is only when we see how
we have slighted our best Friend, our loving
heavenly Father, that we come to any just
measurement of the turpitude of our transgres-
sions.—Sel.

Wisdom of This World.

I teLL you the ¢ wisdom of this world” al-
ways was a rival of God, standing over in the
kingdom of Satan; for it is the most important
organ of a heart totally depraved. This world
has been digging against the throne of God, to
undermine the same, ever since it heard the
Lord claim to know more than men. To stop
this mad-wise riot, the Liord came down and
confused Babel, sent the flood of old, opened
up the Deuad Sea, and ground Jerusalem utterly
to powder, just to stop the rage of the “world’s
wisdom !’

The earth is to-day reeling and staggering
ander its load of human traditions piled to the
skies, by minds that meddle with God rather
than obey his heavenly mandates. “Is the
world getting worse or better?” The world
never was in such a condition as it is this very
moment. And well do I know all the pulpits
of this age have in them a set of religious puffs
that < pull all the stops,” to pour with full force
on the organ of human specch, when they come
to compliment the attainments of the human
family. Secular editors, scientific would-bes,
and literary primps, all clamor to tell us, “ man
is morally good, and the world is getting better
every day.” ¢« Narrow and few” describes the
upper route; but “broad and many,” the lower
route.

There may be more education, but education
is not Christianity. Greece was full of colleges,
but, after all, rotted out with moral corruption.
Ancient Egypt devised learned arts this insuffi-
cient age cannot reproduce, but, after all, she
worshiped frogs for gods. All the religion in
America to-day can scarcely keep some of our
colleges in the bounds of the Bible; for our lit-
erary chairs are often filled by learned infidel-
ity —Judson T'aylor, in Baptist Flag.

Christianity Unselfish.

Ir anything more were needed to show the
supreme absurdity of the accusation that the
Christian religion is selfish, it is that we are
taught that we can only be saved ourselves by
laboring to save others, and that we are saved
from sin only in proportion as we are saved
from selfishness.  One object of our salvation is
that we may be fitted to win men to Christ.
We are blessed that we may be a blessing to
others. Freely ye have received, {reely give.”
—Northwestern Christian ddvocate.
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No. 3.

“WHEREFORE then serveth the law?” Thisis a
very pertinent question, and several points need to
be borne in mind in reading it. First, the word
“serveth” seems to convey to many minds the idea
that the law was subservient, or secondary, to some-
thing else. There was really no necessity for the
insertion of the word by the translators, for it is
not expressed in the original. The text reads, 7%
oun ho nomos ? ¢ Why then the law?"” This con-
veys the exact meaning. It may also be more freely
rendered, *“Of what use, then, is the law ?” Second,
it must be remembered that questions of this sort
are very common in Paul’s writings. After having
stated a proposition, he puts himself in the place
of a supposed objector, in order that, by answering
the question, he may bring out an additional
thought. By so doing he anticipates every objec-
tion that might be brought against his argument.

Now recall the argument of verses 16-18, and you
will readily see the force of this question. He has
shown that the works of the law will not suffice to
gain the promised inheritance for anybody. Faith
in Christ is the only condition of salvation. Then
the objector speaks up, and says, “Then what is the
use of the law? If the inheritanceisonly by prom-
ise, what do men gain by having the law? Isitnot
rather a detriment to them?” There was need of
asking and answering this question; for, notwith-
standing Paul’s answer, thousands are to-day asking
the same question, and in so doing they imagine
that they are making an unanswerable objection
against the law. They say, “If we are saved by
grace, what need have we of the law?” And what
is the answer ?—¢ It was added because of transgres
sions, till the seed should come to whom the promise
was made; and it was ordained by angels in the
hand of a mediator.” Verse 19.

This is a very short answer, but it is full of mean-
ing. Let us examine it candidly and carefully,
giving due weight to every word. It was added.”
Here the casual reader is liable to be misled into
supposing that some mathematical process is referred
to. Ttis true that the word (prostithami) is most
commonly used in the sense of “add,” but every
word must be rendered in accordance with its con-
nection. When used in connection with the law, it
does not have the sense of “add.” The only other
instance in the New Testament where this word is
used with reference to the law is Heb. 12 : 19, where
is is rendered “spoken.” Paul says that when the
people heard the voice of God proclaiming the law
from Sinai, “they that heard entreated that the word
should not be spoken unto them any more.” This
makes the meaning more clear than if it had been
rendered, “They that heard entreated that the word
might not be added to them any more.” In fact,
that rendering would not bring out any idea at all.
The *“Emphatic Diaglott” uses “added” in this
place, thus: “The hearers of which entreated that
not another word should be added to them;” but
by the change of construction the expression is
equivalent to that in the regular version. So if in
Gal. 3:19 it were rendered “spoken,” the meaning
would be brought out more clearly. “Tt was spoken
because of transgressions.” Now when the anti-
pomian asks: “ What was the use of the law, if the

Comments on Galatians 3.

inheritance was only by promise?” Paul answers,
“1t was spoken because of transgressions.”

“Because of transgressions.” Again the casual
reader will say: “You have told us that there can
be no transgression when there is no law; yet here
you have the law spoken because of transgressions
already existing; how is this?” Tt is all right.
There can indeed be no transgression when there
is no law; but it must be remembered that the law
existed in full force long before it was spoken from
Sinai, yes, long before the creation of man. In the
temple of God in Heaven the law of God was be-
neath the throne of God, the basis of his Govern-
ment. This we have clearly demonstrated. And
when it was spoken from Sinai, and a copy of it
was given to Moses to place within the ark, there
was no more law in existence than there was before.
The people of the world were under just as much
obligation to keep the law before that time as they
were afterward. And that was just why it was then
given. The people being under obligation to keep
the law perfectly, it was necessary that they should
have it in such a form that they could study it care-
fully. Before the giving of the law upon Sinai,
God had conveyed a knowledge of his will to the
people by his prophets, as Enoch and Noah. The
people also had in their hearts more or less trace of
the law originally written in the heart of man. DBut
the only people who cared to remember God had
been in long and cruel bondage to the heathen, and
their knowledge of right and wrong had become
blunted. Consequently the law was given that
wrong might be known to be wrong. If this point
be kept in mind, the reader will not become con-
fused by tlie text, even though he retains the render-
ing “added” instead of “spoken.” Thus the law
was already in existence, and known to man, al-
though only by tradition; but now the Lord added
it in written form. But however it is rendered,
there is no more reason for supposing that it teaches
that the law was here first introduced than there is
of supposing that by the “entering” of the law, in
Rom. 5 : 20, or the “speaking” of it, in Heb. 12 :19,
the first introduction of the law is indicated.

A parallel to the expression, “It was added [or
spoken] because of transgressions,” is found in Rom.
5:20: “Moreover the law entered that the offense
might abound.” The ¢ entering” of the law was at
Sinai. Why did it enter ?—That the offense (sin)
which previously existed might abound. The previ-
ous existence of sin implies the previous existence
of the law; but it was then formally given that the
enormity of sin might be seen. And why was it
necessary that the enormity of sin might be seen ?
Says Paul, “But where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound; that as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through right-
eousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our
TLord.” That is, it was necessary for men to see the
real nature of sin, in order that they might seek the
grace that is in Christ, which alone can take away
sin. And the more enormous sin appeared, the more
comprehensive views could they have of grace; for
no matter how greatly sin abounded, grace super-
abounded. This will be made more clear further
on. Ww.

“Rome Never Changes.”

TuE Sabbath Recorder, after noting the position
of the Catholic Church in regard to secret societies,
and its quasi-support of temperance principles, asks:
“May we not hope that the time is not rar distant
when the dominion of the church over the faith and
practice of her communicants will be broken, and
the era of freedom of conscience shall come again to
this priest-ridden church?” No; the Bible forbids
us to hope for any such change. Tt is a truth that
«Rome never changes.” The prophet, speaking of
the papal power, says: “I beheld, and the same

horn made war with the suints, and prevailed
against them; until the Ancient of days came, and
judement was given to the saints of the Most High,
and the time came that the saints possessed the
kingdom.” Dan.7:21, 22. Freedom of conscience
and Roman Catholicism are incompatible.

Gone to Canossa.

LAsT winter, under the heading of “Going to
Canossa,” we inserted the following:—

“In 1075, A. D., Pope Gregory VII. took it upon
himself to interfere in the affairs of State of Ger-
many. It was determined that any ecclesiastic who
should accept office from the hands of a layman
should be deposed, while the secular lord who should
presume to bestow investiture, should be excommu-
nicated. Henry I'V. resisted the pope’s pretensions,
and so was brought on the war of investitures, and
the memorable contest between Hildebrand and
Henry. Henry first deposed the pope, and then was
in turn deposed by the pope; then he went to Canossay
and, in the garb of a supplicant, stood three days
and nights in the wintry blast, awaiting the pleas.
ure of Hildebrand to receive his submission.

«“Tn 1872, a similar contest arose between the Ger-
man Chancellor Bismarck and Pope Pius IX. The
contention went on quite bitterly; but in 1873,
Prince Bismarck declared, ¢We will not go to Ca-
nossa.’

«Tn 1885, a dispute sprang up, which, for a while,
threatened war between Germany and Spain. To
get out of the difficulty, Bismarck sought the medi-
ation of the pope, and selected him as arbiter in the
controversy. This so tickled the pope that he con-
ferred upon the Chancellor the ¢ Decoration of the
Order of Christ.” And that so pleased Prince Bis-
marck that his gratitude found vent in a remark-
able letter to the pope.”

And we then expressed the opinion that Bismarck
was going to Canossa, but we had no idea then that
we should so soon be called upon to report that he
has actually gone on that historical journey. At
that time we had not a copy of this notable letter,
but only a press dispatch report of it. Now, how-
ever, by the Catholic papers, which by the way are
exulting loudly over it, we have the letter in full.
We here insert the most striking paragraphs of it:—

“ BERLIN, Jan. 13.

«81RE: The gracious letter which your Holiness
did me the honor to write to me, as well as the high
decoration with which it was accompanied, has been
to me the cause of great joy, and I beg your Holiness
to accept the expressions of my deep gratitude.
Any mark of approval connected with a labor un-
dertaken for the sake of peace, and toward which I
had been privileged to co-operate, is all the more
precious to me that it gives deep satisfaction to His
Majesty, my august master.

«“Your Holiness says in your letter that nothing

is more in conformity with the spirit and the nature
of the Roman Pontificate than the work of peace-
making. This same thought it was that guided me
when I besought your Holine:s to accept the noble
trust of mediation in the dispute existing between
Spain and Germany, and in proposing to the Span-
ish Government that we should, on both sides,
agree to the decision given by your Holiness.
There is, therefore, every reason to hope that the
peace-making action of your Holiness will have
lasting effects, and among these I reckon, before all,
the grateful memory which both parties must cher-
ish of their august mediator.
“In so far as I am concerned, I shall always seize
and with the greatest eagerness—every occasion
offered me in the fulfillment of my duty toward my
master and my country to manifest toward your
Holiness my deep gratitude and my most humble
devotion.

«] am, with the feeling of the deepest respect,
Sire, your Holiness’s most humble servant,

“V. BISMARCK.”

This is the translation of the letter which Father
O’Reilly sent from Rome to the New York Sun.
With it he also sent quite a long letter of his own,

giving the view in which the transaction is held by
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what he calls “the most thoughtful journalists” of
Europe, and especially by the Papacy itself. From
Father O'Reilly’s letter we select the following
significant paragraphs:—

“The truth is that the most thoughtful journal-
ists in Great Britain and on the continent have
agreed to consider the act of Spain and Germany as
a direct recognition of the pope’s sovereignty, while
the "extraordinary promptness with which Leo
solved the difficulty and cut off all chance of war
between the two countries, as well as the uncommon
tact displayed in finding a basis of agreement ac-
ceptable to both, has revived a public opinion
favorable to the restoration of the old-time media-
torship of the Holy See.”

“ Bismarck, in his answer to the pope’s letter, has
deviated from all previous customs, and instead of
beginning his letter with ‘Most Holy Father,” he
says ‘Sire,” thus designedly and of set purpose
addressing him as king, as he would his own sover-
eign, the Emperor of Germany. Of course this will
be another bitter pill for the Piedmontese rulers of
Rome to swallow; in the Italian press it will be like
a bomb falling into a powder magazine. It was
confidently affirmed here that the insignia of the
Order of Christ sent by Leo XIII. to the German
Chancellor would be returned, as the mperor would
not grant the latter permission to wear them, and
as the pope, not being a temporal sovereign, had no
acknowledged right either to found such an order or
to confer its honors. But the decrees of the Em-
peror William granting the desired permission and
granting it in the most honorary manner, soon set
these doubts at rest. The German Empire recog-
nizes Leo XTII. both as pope and king, and there-
fore as sovereign.

“All this is very important in international law;
for the time must come, and is coming, when the
Papacy will be formally acknowledged as the inter-
national institution par excellence, and when both
its sovereignty (temporal and spiritual), and the
means necessary to secure its exercise, will be once
more placed solemnly under the safeguard of all
nations.

“Leo XIII., like Pius IX., may die restricted in
his physical liberty to the Vatican and its garden;
but the Papacy does not die. . . . The Papacy
has buried many empires, kingdoms, and republics;
it will outlive those now in existence.”

But this acknowledgment of the sovercignty of
the pope is not all of the story. The principal
act of Germany in the contest of 1872 was, under
the guidance of Bismarck, to pass what are known
as the May Laws. “DBy these laws it was required
that candidates for the clerical office should un-
dergo a certain amount of secular training at the
universities, and that every ecclesiastical appoint-
ment should receive the sanction of the secular
authorities.” This legislation was denounced, and
pronounced invalid, by the pope, and was disre-
garded by the Catholic bishops. Bismarck “im-
posed penalty after penalty in order to establish
the supremacy of the State. Refractory bishops
were imprisoned, deposed, and banished.” It was
in the midst of these heroic measures that Bismarck
exclaimed, “We will not go to Canossa.”

But lo! following hard upon the lead struck in
his letter to the pope, the doughty Bismarck intro-
duced into the German Parliament the “Prussian
Ecclesiastical Laws Amendment Bill,” which pro-
vides for the revision of the May Laws in such a
way as in fact to amount to nothing less than their
actual repeal. Nor was the Chancellor content
with the mere introduction of the bill; but he never
rested, nor gave the Parliament any rist, till he
had pushed it to a successful issue, even carrying
his energy to the extent of leading the Chamber to
depart from the usage generally followed in dealing
with important bills, and rushed it through the
three readings without ever referring it to a com-
mittee.

In the debate on the bill, Bismarck “avowed
that in his opinion, the whole system involved in
the May Laws was useless, and, in many ways,
mischievous.” He assured the Chamber that the
pope is “a venerable, wise, and good man, very
friendly to Germany, much better disposed to for-

ward the true interests of Germany than some of
the politicians in the Prussian Diet and the Reich-
stag.” He declared that he did “not see any use
in maintaining the May Laws.” He said he “sin-
cerely wished for a reconciliation; so did the king,
his master; so did all sensible people;” and that he
had
pope” that he would faithfully fulfill all his part of
the conditions. He said that under the provisions
of this bill the Prussian Government would go on
with the work which they had commenced, and set
about “a thorough revision of the May legislation.”
And to make the thing perfectly satisfactory to the
pope, he actually proposed to submit the matter to
him beforehand, and then work according to his
orders. He said they would “submit their views to
the pope,” because “his final approval would be
indispensable for success;” and so they had “better
have his approval at the outset, and save time and
discussion.” ;

And this is the “Iron Chancellor”! This is the
man who would not go to Canossa! It seems to us
that the “iron” part of the Chancellor has become
very malleable, and it is certain that V. Bismarck
has gone to Canossa. If Henry IV. cut any more
humiliating figure in the eleventh century than has
Bismarck in the nineteenth, we should like for some
one to show it, for as for ourselves, we fail to see it.

J.

The Law of Love.

A NOTABLE objection against the ten command-
ments is often presented in about the following
shape:—

The great duty taught in the gospel is that of
love; if we truly love God and our neighbor, we
may-safely dispense with the ten commandments,
and, indeed, with all law—everything legal. In
carrying out this objection, one writer urged that
the ten commandments could not be enforced in
Heaven, because there are penalties attached, and
we cannot conceive of penalties in Heaven, where
everything is love. Hence, the nearer we approach
to our heavenly state—that is, the more we are in-
fluenced and controlled by love—the farther we are
removed from the obligation of the ten command-
ments. And thus he concludes that the only obli-
gation in Heaven is expressed in the two great pre-
cepts given by the Saviour,—love to God and to our
neighbor.

Nothing could - be more inconsistent with the
teachings of the Bible than the above objection.
Its whole intent is sheer lawlessness, and its fal-
lacy ought to be apparent to every reader.

1. It is not inconsistent with Heaven’s order that
penalty should be regarded there. Penalty was once
enforced in Heaven, when Lucifer tried to rise supe-
rior to Heaven’s law, and would be again if any
tried there to set aside the law of God. The carnal
mind, which “is not subject to the law of God,”
would not be tolerated in Heaven as it is on earth.
And sin is not tolerated here because it is not offen-
sive to God. He abhors it, and denounces it, and
will yet severely punish it. He bears with it until
the Judgment, when presumption will receive its
just reward.

2. The duty to love God and our neighbor is put
forth in the form of two commandments, or laws.
But the objection now being considered against the
decalogue is that ¢ is law—that it does contain
commandments, and there’ore must have penalties.
Then, query: Is there no penalty attached to the
two - great commandments to love God and our
neighbor? which is the same as to ask, Is there no
guilt incurred in refusing or failing to love God and
our neighbor ? Is there no meaning te the curse
pronounced upon him who does not love the Lord
Jesus Christ? May a man indeed hate his brother
and not be a murderer? And when we get to

“unbounded confidence in the honor of the].

Heaven, shall we be so far removed from legal re-
straint that we could violate them and still retain
our position in Heaven and in the favor of God?
We think if the projectors of such a theory took
time to carefully consider its bearings, they would
renounce it for very shame.

3. So far from these commandments being peculiar
to the gospel, and different from a system of legal
restraint, they are and were a part of a legal system,
having been given to the Jews among other laws.
The first is quoted from Deut. 6:5, and the second
from Lev. 19:18. They are neither new in, nor
peculiar to, the gospel. Therefore, when these are
set forth as containing the highest development of
Christian morality, it is a confession that the high-
est morality of the New Testament is identical with
the morality of the Old Testament.

4. And so far from these being given as substi-
tutes for the law by our Saviour, he presents them
as the basis, or foundation, of “all the law.” “On
these hang all the law,” hesaid. These two are the
principles of which the law is the exposition. We
have already examined the particulars, yet we can
here take another view of them, thus:— :

(1) We must love God. But can one truly love
God and have other gods before him, or bow in ado-
ration to idols, or profane his holy name? Ivery
objector to the decalogue will answer in the nega-
tive. Thus far we are in agreement.

(2) We must love our neighbor. Can a man truly
love his neighbor who takes his life, destroys the
chastity of his family, steals his goods, ruins his
reputation, or wishes any evil to him of any nature ?
Here, again, the objector answers, No; and here,
again, we are in agreement. Thus far we find that
the commandments are in perfect harmony with
the great principles of love to God and to man.

But we have not yet reached the extent of our
Saviour’s declaration. We have only examined
three of the four precepts on the first table, or nine
of the entire ten. The Saviour did not say, On these
two hang three-fourths or nine-tenths of the law,
but, “On these two commandments hang all the
law.” According to this decision of Jesus, a man
has not fully developed the principle of love to God
who has observed the first three commandments and
the last six. “All the law” includes the fourth
precept, “the Sabbath of Jehovah our God.” This
also “hangs” on the principle of love to God.
Greenfield defines kremantai, in this text, *To
depend from or on, be contained in, derive authority
from.” The ten commandments are all “contained
in” love to God and to our fellow-men.

5. And so far from a man loving God in keeping
three-fourths or nine-tenths of the law, he is not
considered as truly keeping any unless he keeps
it all. We do not presume to determine how
great allowance must be made for one who is igno-
rant of the full requirement of the law, and who,
with an obedient spirit, keeps it according to the
best light he may have. But he who intentionally
sets aside one of its precepts, or who understands what
the commandment requires, but chooses, for reasons
satisfactory to himself, to do some other way than
that marked out in the law, surely falls under the
condemnation pronounced by the inspired apostle:
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” Jas. 2:10.
True obedience does not choose how much to do of
the revealed will of God.

6. Let it be remembered that the Sabbath is the
sole object of attack in all pretended arguments
against the law. Against the other nine no one has
an objection. But men have discovered that it is
impossible to destroy the fourth and leave the others
intact. And they are so determined to get rid of
the Sabbath that they are willing to sacrifice the
whole ten to accomplish their object. Do they ever
well consider the consequences of their action?
Have they calmly viewed the aspect of society
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when the authority of the law of God is weakened ?
The world is sufficiently filled with the spirit of law-
lessness without having professed Christians break
down all restraint by teaching that the ten com-
mandments are no longer binding.

As a theory, and to evade the Sabbath, many
teach freedom {rom the ten commandments as a rule
of life, while their sober conviction denies their
theory. The advocates of Sunday well understand
that they cannot go before an intelligent, reading
people and uphold the Sunday by the fourth com-
mandment. But it must be enforced, Bible or no
Bible. Therefore they adopt the expedient of throw-
ing it into politics, and base its obligation on “a
police regulation,” and then, to meet the Bible ar-
gument for the claims of the seventh day, declare
that the ten commandments were “a Jewish law,”
the keeping of which is inconsistent with Christian
liberty! Woe to the world, when Christian minis-
ters thus destroy the distinction between liberty
and license to evil—to lawlessness. J.H.W.

The Dakota Camp-Meeting.

AFTER a ride of fourteen hours during which we
traveled five hundred miles over extensive prairies,
we arrived Wednesday, June 30, at Huron, Dakota,
a town of thirty-five hundred inhabitants, and the
place of the camp-meeting. When we reached the
ground, which is in the midst of the city, there were
about sixty tents already pitched, and others were
rapidly going up. The camp was laid out in regu-
lar streets, and the cotton dwellings presented a
picturesque appearance.

The reception tent, dining tent, State secretary’s
tent, book tent, and the main preaching pavilion,
60x100 feet, bore marks of enterprise not seen even
in our older Conferences which are managed by
brethren of more experience. This is one of the
youngest of the Conferences which compose the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
which embraces some of every tongue, nation, and
people, and whose influence extends throughout the
world. Over the front of the preachers’ stand was
an arc bearing the motto: “The Lord Is in His
Holy Temple.” Just below this, over the speaker’s
head, was an evergreen basket containing roses of
various colors. On the other side of the arc, facing
the preacher, were the words: “Preach the Word.”
The posts which supported these mottoes were wound
with red cambric on which were evergreens inter-
spersed with red and white roses. The posts for the
lamps here and there throughout the auditorium
were completely covered with evergreens. An air
of Christian refinement reigned, and a heavenly at-
mosphere pervaded the encampment, demonstrating
the absurdity of the idea that taste and neatness
areantagonistic to the religion of the Bible. Though
it was Pope who said that, “Order is Heaven’s
first law,” it is as true as though it were scripture.

Those coming to labor in the meeting were not
forgotten. A tent was prepared with table, wash
stand, chairs, beds, etc. A dining tent was also
made ready for them, where they might counsel to-
gether while eating. There was one disagreeable
feature, however, in connection with the meeting.
On Thursday, the first day of the meeting, the wind
blew so that it was necessary to let down the preach-
ing tent, while quite a number of the family tents
were blown down. Thus theservices wereinterfered
with during that afternoon.

At the close of a sermon on the signs of the times,
two gentlemen bore testimony that their mothers
saw the darkening of the sun, May 19, 1780, and a
number were present who saw the falling of the
stars, Nov. 13, 1883.

This Conference shows its spirit of keeping pace
with the growing cause by sending some of its mem-
bers to the camp-meetings of the most advanced
Conferences to learn the best and most approved

methods of labor, arrangement of camp-ground, etc.
This is far different from a spirit of self-sufliciency,
feeling confident that they have the best methods,
and taking an independent course in many things
which pertain to the interests of the cause. Some
Conferences are in advance in one direction and
some in another; that one which is the farthest ad-
vanced is the one that takes pains to learn and
combine the good of all. This spirit characterizes
the officers of this Conference, and they infuse the
same spirit throughout the rank and file of its
members. This, like other Western Conferences, is
composed of Scandinavians and Germans as well as
English-speaking people. The truths of the gospel
know no distinction in nations, tongues, or people.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, but
all are one in Christ Jesus.

The Dakota tract society had an increase of over
one hundred members during the past year. The
society has taken three hundred and thirteen copies
of the Srans during the year, besides one hundred
and ninety-six copies taken in clubs. Four churches
were added to the Conference. There was a good
decree of interest from the outside, many attending
the meetings nightly. God blessed the word spoken.
One man who had been reading our publications,
attended the meeting and became interested, and
sent for his wife to come over six hundred miles
that she also might hear the truth. They both took
their stand for the truth. The Conference numbers,
including those that were added this year, about
five hundred and fifty members. And yet there
were more than that number in attendance at the
meeting.

The Sabbath-school interest was good. There
were regular services in the Scandinavian and Ger-
man languages in tents pitched for this purpose;
but in the Sabbath-school they were all brought
together in one tent. The Germans and Scandina-
vians occupied the ends of the tent, while the En-
glish were in the center. The general review was
an interesting sight. At one end were the Scandi-
navians reviewing the lesson in their language, in
the other end the Germans were doing the same,
and the Americans in the center, all answering ques-
tions at the same time in their different languages.
We spoke, through an interpreter, to both the Scan-
dinavians and Germans on the spread of the truth
in different parts of the world, and also gave instruc-
tion to the Scandinavians on Bible-readings.

On Sabbath afternoon at the close of the dis-
course about one hundred came forward for prayers.
Many bore testimony that they had been blessed of
God. Some of them, with broken sobs, declared that
the peace of God had entered their hearts. The
childrens’ meetings were not forgotten. The same
has been true of all the camp-meetings we have at-
tended this season. And in those places where such
meectings were held from the beginning of the camp-
meeting, and were faithfully followed up once or
twice each day, they seemed to accomplish more in
conversions than in those camp-meetings where they
were not held regularly. At one camp-meeting 1
think there were as many as twenty-one converted.
These results are too precious to be neglected.

During this camp-meeting season we have had
the privilege of laboring with Elder Butler, the
President of the General Conference, which reminds
us of our early efforts in labor of this kind, many
years since. Our relations have always been of the
most agreeable nature. Many times has the sweet
Spirit of God come upon us while praying together
in secret, as well as in our public labors.

On Monday there were forty-eight baptized. Our
brethren raised $5,300 on the one-hundred-thousand-
dollar fund. 8. N. H.

«“ AND this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.”—Jesus.

@he Jlissionary,

“Freely Ye Have Received, Freely Give.”

WHEN we see men of the world reveling in
luxury, having an abundance of this world’s
goods, yet withbolding from those who are in
need, we say they are covctous, selfish, un-
worthy to be the custodians of wealth. When
we see men having health and strength who
refuse to minister to the wants of the suffering,
we deem them very bard-hearted. Hspecially
if one should see a fellow-creature, either friend
or enemy, lying at death’s door, and having a
potent remedy in his possession should refuse
to administer it, he would be condemned as al-
most a murderer. HEven if he should fuail to
proffer the necessary relief’ throngh mere neg-
ligence, the act would be accounted extremely
culpable.

We read in the tenth chapter of Luke of a
certain man who fell among thieves, and they
beat him, stripped him of his raiment, and left
him half dead; and it is with feclings akin to
disgust that we contemplate the seltishness of
the priest and Levite who, coming that way,
merely looked on him, and passed by without
even offering any assistance. The wickedest
man on the earth would condemn such an act
on the part of another; and the Lord has re-
corded his emphatic denunciation of such seli-
ishness.

The apostle James, speaking by the same
Spirit, in illustrating the incfficiency of faith
without works, reiterates the condemnation of
the do-nothing policy on the part of such as
have the means and the opportunity to assist
their needy fellows. «If a brother or sister
be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give
them not those things which are needful to the
body; what doth it profit?”

But it is unnccessary to argue this question;
the design here is simply to call attention to a
principle universally acknowledged in matters
pertaining to this life, and apply it to eternal
things. If it be so culpable to withhold that
which will relieve suffering or preserve this
temporary life, what shall we say of keeping
back the truths in our possession which are
necessary to the eternal salvation of our fel-
low-beings? Hvery Christian knows that he
possesses something which every uncounverted
man and woman—iriend or foe—must have or
be cternally lost. What shall be said, then, of
the professed follower of Christ who, having
freely received the knowledge of salvation,
shall complacently look upon his friends and
neighbors going down to destruction, without
doing all in his power to point out their dan-
ger, and the way to escape?

It was love, infinite compas.ion and sympa-
thy, that moved the Creator to send a Redcemer
in the person of his own Son-—and the same
motive actuated the Son in giving himselt’ a
ransom—for the rescue of a race of beings at
enmity with his government. Salvation is a
free gift, and no man can obtain redemption
through any merit or means of his own. All
—high or low, rich or poor—must come on an
equality; and must manifest the same free
spirit that moved the strong arm of Heaven to
reach after the erring race. The Lord’s mis-
sion to earth was to gather to himself a people,
and he says, ¢ e that gathercth not with me
scattereth abroad.” Can any one be called a
gatherer, who has received the message of truth
—which is the implement with which to gather
—and coolly sits down to watch the multitudes
go by on the broad road, without so much as
an effort to arrest their attention? Can he be
called a gatherer with the Lord, whose time,
means, and energies are expended in merely
gathering substance or pleasure for himself?
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The spirit of the Master—the model mission-
ary—was one of self-denial. He gave all, even
his spotless life upon a malefactor’s cross, for
the salvation of sinners; and the word of In-
spiration is, “If any man have not the spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.” We have sometimes
heard of selfish Christians; but it is a misno-
mer—there is no such thing as a selfish Chris-
tian. A Christian is a follower of Christ, and
any selfish professor must certainly ¢follow
afar off; 7 two cannot walk together except they
be agreed. The Lord tells us in the fifteenth
chapter of John how to be his disciples. It is
by abiding in him, and bearing fruit. Bearing
fruit conveys the idea of increase, or gathering.
«Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” No
professed Christian, no matter how great his
pretension, who simply cares for his own salva-
tion, will ever be recognized as a disciple by
the Lord himself. The only badge of recogni-
tion is the fruit he bears—the quality of his
gathering. Then every true disciple is a true
missionary, freely giving what he has freely
received. Here was the sceret of Paul’s great
success: ¢ Woe unto me if I preach not the
gospel.” And every true follower of Christ is
a preacher of the gospel, to the extent of his
ability, his means, and his opportunity. ¢“Freely
ye have received, freely give.”

W. N. GLENN.

Australia.

As THE readers of the Sians would be glad
to hear from this corner of the great harvest
field, I will try to give some of the items of
interest in connection with the work here.
Since the tent was taken down, Hlder Corliss
has held meetings in the Prahan Town Hall,
Sunday nights, near where the last tent meet-
ing was held. Tbe place will seat about five
hundred persons, and it has been well filled
with attentive hearers. T spent the month of
May in Ballarat, which isthe sccond city in im-
portance in the Colony, having a population of
thirty-six thousand. During this time quite an
interest was raised by holding Bible-readings
in families. The readings commenced with
a fow at first; but after the first week,
from twelve to twenty-five adult persons of
the best class of citizens came together nearly
every night, manifesting the deepest interest
in the truth as it was brought out point after
point.

After each reading was over, th.e pcople would
remain together till eleven o'clock, talking on
the subjects presented, and, although they saw
that to obey would conflict with their business
interests, and separate them from friends, yet
they esteemed the friendship of God and the
riches of Christ of far more value than any
consideration of a worldly character. The
following extract from the leading paper of
the place will illustrate this fact:—

« ]t is remarkable what sacrifices some busi-
ness people are prepared to muke for conscience’
gake. This remark is drawn forth by a notice
in the window of a Bridge Street firm, to the
effect that in future their establishment will
not be open on Saturdays until sunset. The
members of the firm in question are not of the
Hebrew persuasion, but it seems that they are
conneccted with a new religious sect which has
sprung up in Ballarat, and which, after close
research into the Scriptures, particularly the
book of Exodus, has come to the conclusion
that it is contrary to the law of the Almighty
to enter into any business on the Saturday un-
til the orb which gives us light has set.

« We are not aware of the particular nature
of the religious scruples in question, but that
the persons who hold the belief” are extremely
earnest in their convictions is clearly shown by
the fact that they are prepared to lose the
whole of Saturday’s business rather than to in-
fringe upon what they think isa divine com mand.

We understand that several other business peo-
ple, in addition to the firm in Bridge Street,
intend to follow suit, and one of these has
a large establishment in Sturt Street. The
notice in the shop in Bridge Street attracted a
good deal of attention yesterday. A large
number of Jewish citizens at one time sur-
rounded the window, wondering whether the
two gentlemen carrying on the shop had come
over to their form of religion. The innovation
will, no doubt, be welcomed by employés.”

The editor evidently had not heard of us as
a denomination. A hall has been engaged,
and Elder Corliss and myself will commence
meetings there on the 20th of this month.
From the progress that the truth has made,
and what we know of the character of the
people, we have hopes that a good strong
church will be raised up there; there are al-
ready about twenty keeping the Sabbath.

The press of this city has not been inclined
to favor us by giving publicity to our work,
but lately there seems to be a change taking
place. Liast week the Praharan Zelegraph men-
tioned the ¢ company of earnest, Christian
worlkers” that had come here from America,
and the prominent difference between them
and other Christians ¢ which leads them to
adopt the seventh day, or Saturday, as their
Sabbath.” They also gave quite a good report
of the meeting held at the Town Hall.

Last Sabbath the proprictor of the Zvening
Herald, a city paper, sent a reporter to learn
about ¢ the new sect,” that he had secen comiug
out of the church the Sabbath before. This
reporter made quite extensive inquiries in re-
gard to the rise and progress of Seventh-day
Adventists.  We feel thankful for anytbing
that has a tendency to get the truth before the
people.

We had a call to-day from a gentleman who
has been reading the books that were sent
from Oakland two years ago to the Public
Library. He had read the four volumes of
« Great Controversy,” the ¢ Sanctuary and the
Twenty-three Hundred Days,” and was nearly
through “Thoughts on Daniel and the Revela-
tion.” He expressed himself'as being deeply in-
terested, but said that there were some things
which he did not understand. Ie purchased
some tracts, and wanted asmall prophetic chart,
and a map to illustrate the Kastern Question.
As the attention of the people is called to our
work, these books in the libraries will be looked
up, and read with interest.

Another interesting item of to-day, is, that
a letter was received from one who sub-
scribed himself, « Poor brother in Christ,” con-
taining twenty-three pounds ($112) as tithes,
with the statement that after the brethren had
given what they wanted to towards buying anew
top for the tent, he would pay the balance. This
insures us a tent for the next season that will
keep out the rain. Another ¢poor brother”
not long ago donated fifty pounds ($243.50) to
the mission, and loaned them four hundred
more for two years without interest, to lift the
debt contracted in getting a new printing
machine. It is refreshing to get reports from
these « poor brethren,” and we pray that the
Lord will bless them, and add to their number
till the hundred and forty-four thousand is
made up, and the wants of the cause are all
supplied. I might give you many more items
of interest, but it would malke this report too
long.

We have secured the use of a nice church,
centrally located, in which to hold our moet-

ings and Sabbath-school for a year. Our
church now numbers about ninety-seven. Dis-

trict meetings are held in the different suburbs
where our brethren reside.
Sabbath meetings are real seasons of refresh-
ing. The Sabbath-school is to have a reunion
on the anniversary of its organization, the
evening of July 4; it commenced with eleven
members, and now has ninety-four. The

These and our|

missionary work is carried on quite extensively,
and with encouraging results. All of our com-
pany are well, and of good courage. Brother
Arnold has taken nearly one thousand orders
for « Thoughts” since we arrived here, and his
health has very much improved. ‘Weattribute
the success of the work here largely to the thou-
sands of earnest prayers that have gone up for
this mission. Will the brethern still remember
us? M. C. IsrAEL.
Melbouwrne, June 13, 1886. i

Loyola’s First Disciples.

(Concluded.)

Now comes his fourth and last week, and
with it there comes a great change in the sub-
jects of his meditation. He is to dismiss all
gloomy ideas, all images of terror; the gates of
Hades are to be closed, and those of a new life
ovened. It is morning with him, it is a spring-
time that has come to him, and he is to sur-
round himself with light, and flowers, and
odors. 1t is the Sabbath of aspiritual creation;
he is to rest, and to taste in that vest the pre-
lude of the everlasting joys. This mood of
mind he is to cultivate while seven suns rise
and set upon him. He is now perfected, and
fit to fight in the army of the Great Captain.

A not unsimilar course of mental discipline,
as our history has already shown, did Wicliffe,
Luther, and Calvin pass through before they
became captains in the army of Christ. They
began in a horror of great darkmess; through
that cloud there broke upon them the revela-
tion of the ¢ Crucified;” throwing the arms of
their faith around the Tree of Kxpiation, and
clinging to it, they entered into peace, and
tasted the joys to come. How like, yet how
unlike, are these two courses! In the one the
penitent finds a Saviour on whom he leans; in
the other he lays hold on a rule by which he
works, and works methodically and regularly
as a piece of machinery. Beginning on a cer-
tain day, he finishes, like stroke of clock, duly
as the seventh sun of the fourth week is sink-
ing below the horizon. We trace in the one the
action of the imagination, fostering one over-
mastering passion into strength, till the person
becomes capable of attempting the most dar-
ing enterprises, and of enduring the most dread-
ful suffering. In the other we behold the in-
tervention of a divine Agent, who plants in
the soul a new principle, and thence educes a
new life.

The war in which Tioyola and his eight com-
panions enrolled themselves, when on the 15th
of August, 1534, they made their vow in the
Church of Montmartre, was to be waged
against the Saracens of the Hast. They acted
so far on their original design as to pro-
ceed to Venice, where they learned that
their project was meanwhile impracticable.
The war which had just broken out between
the Republic and the Porte had closed the gates
of Asin. They took this as an intimation that
the field of their operations was to be in the
western world.  Returning on their path, they
now dirccted their steps towards Rome. 1In
every town through which they passed on their
way to the Bternal City, they left behind them
an immense reputation for sanctity by their
labors in the hospitals, and their earnest ad-
dresses to the populace on the streets. As
they drew nigh to Rome, and the hearts of
some of his companions were beginning to
despond, Loyola was cheered by a vision, in
which Christ appeared and said to him, ¢ In
Rome will I be gracious unto thee.” The
hopes this vision inspired were not to be disap-
pointed. Entering the gates of the capital of
Christendom, and throwing themselves at the
feet of Paul I111., they met a most gracious re-
ception. The Pope hailed their offer of assist-
ance as most opportune. Mighty dangers at

that hour threatened the Papacy, and with the
'half of Europe in revolt, and the old monkish
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orders become incapable, this new and unex-
pected aid seemed sent by Heaven. The rules
and constitution of the new order were drafted,
and ultimately approved by the Pope. Two
peculiarities in the constitution of the proposed
order specially recommended it in the eyes of
Paul III. The first was its vow of uncondi-
tional obedience. The society swore to obey
the Pope as an army obeys its gencral. It was
not canonical but military obedience which its
members offered him. They would go to what-
soever place, at whatsoever time, and on what-
socver errand, he should be pleased to order
them. They were, in short, to be not so much
monks as soldiers. The sccond peculiarvity was
that their services were to be wholly gratuitous;
never would they ask so much as a penny from
the Papal Sce.

It was resolved that the new order should
bear the name of Z%he Company of Jesus. Lio-
yola modestly declined the honor of being ac-
counted its founder. Christ himself, he affirmed,
had dedicated to him its constitution in his
cave at Manressa. He was its real founder;
whose name, then, could it so appropriately bear
as his? The bull constituting it was issued on
the 27th of September, 1540, and was entitled
RBegiming Militantis Ecclesice, and bore [the state-
ment] that the persons it enrolled into an army
were to bear “the standard of the cross, to wield
the arms of God, to serve the only Lord, and
the Roman Pontiff, His Vicar on earth.”— Wy-
lie’s «“ History of Protestantism.”

Seattle, W. T.

Wz pitched a tent at this place and com-
menced meetings Sunday evening, June 20.
Mcetings have been held every evening since
that time, besides our daylight meetings each
Sunday. Nearly all of our discourses have been
reported in the leading daily papers.

The congregations are composed of a good
class of citizens, several of whom have already
decided to add to their faith the observance of
the fourth commandment. Our question box is
well patronized. The people manifest their
desire to investigate by purchasing books and
tracts, and by their nse of the contribution box
they manifest a willingness 1o aid in our sup-
port. Already the friends have commenced to
talk about a lot on which to build a house
of worship. Cuas. L. Boyb.

Canvassing in Dakota.

WE take the following extracts from a letter
written by Brother R. H. Peters, dated Grand
Forks, Duk., July 5,1886:—

“1 commenced canvassing at Fargo, North
Dakota, in the fall of 1884, and meeting with
good success desired to continue the good work;
but, having a farm on my hands, was unable to
doso till last June, when I rented my place, and
now intend to do all that I can for the cause.
Canvassing for our publications is a glorious
work, and one that will make any one who en-
gages in it earnestly, a good living.

“I have worked about three weeks here in
Grand Forks, and have taken one hundred and
twenty orders for the ¢Marvel of Nations’
and the ¢ Life of Christ,’ in Danish. Almost
all have taken one of the papers—American
Sentinel or Tidende—with the books. I find
that I can, to good advantage, canvass for both
of these books together. They are easily car-
ried, and by having them both, I am prepared
to sell to Americans, Danes, and Norwegians.
One day I went into the country taking both
books with me, and in going and returning
took fourteen orders—nine for the ¢ Marvel,
and five for the ‘Life of Christ” The last-
named book sells very readily among Danes
and Norwegians, especially in the country, on
account of the scarcity of reading matter in
their langunage.

“I would say to all who wish to canvass,
Don’t put it off. There are many honest souls
waiting to receive the truth at your hands if you
will only carry it to them. It is a solemn
thought that souls may be lost through our
neglect.”

The Grace of God.

GRACE is unmerited favor. The whole history
of Israel and Judah, and of individuals in those

nations, illustrates the grace of God. How pa-
tiently he bore with them! How long he
waited | How tenderly he pleaded! How sol-

emnly he warned ! How temptingly he prom-
ised! Jonah, Hezekiah, Joash, Jehu,—what are

their lives but witnesses to the long-suffering of

God? Had he cut them off at their first diso-
bedicnce, how swiftly would their lives have
come toan end! So to-day. And yet men seem
to despise the long-suffering of God, not know-
ing that he exercises that grace to lead them to
repentance. “Cut it down !” says Justice, as
it stands by the fruitless tree. “Spare it yet
another year!” crics Mercy; “perhaps it will
bear fruit yet.” That same grace spares you
and me, and to that grace we owe all that we
have of godliness, and all that we hope to have
of glory.
““ Grace taught my roving feet
To tread the heavenly road;

And new supplies each hour I meet
While pressing on to God.

$¢Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days;
It lays in Heaven the topmost stone,

And well deserves the praise! ” — Sel.

dhe Gommentary,

NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

Jesus Honored.

(August 1.—John 12:1-16.)
S1x days before the passover, Jesus stopped
at the house of Lazarus in Bethany. He was

on his way from Jericho to attend the feast of

the passover at Jerusalem, and chose this re-
treat for rest and refreshment. Simon of Beth-
any, whom Jesus had healed of leprosy, wishing
to show his Master special honor, made a sup-
per and invited him and his friends as guests.
The Saviour sat at the table, with Simon, whom
he had cured of a loathsome disease, on one
side, and Lazarus, whom he had raised from the
dead, onthe other. Martha served at the table,
but Mary was earnestly listening to every
word that fell from the lips of Jesus.

Ar great personal sacrifice Mary had pur-
chased an alabaster box of precious ointment
with which to anoint the body of Jesus at his
death. But she now heard many express an
opinion that he would be elevated to kingly
authority when he went to Jerusalem, and she
was only too ready to believe that it would be
£0. She rejoiced that her Saviour would no
longer be despised and rejected, and obliged to
flee for his life. In her love and gratitude she
wished to be the first to do him honor, and,
seeking to avoid observation, anointed his head
and his feet with the precious ointment, and
then wiped his feet with her long, flowing hair.

HEr movements had been unobserved by the
others, but the odor filled the house with its
fragrance and published her act to all present.
Judas was a stranger to the deep devotion and

homage which actuated Mary to her deed of

love. He had been apypointed treasurer of the
united funds of the disciples, and had dishon-
estly appropriated to himself the means which
were designed for the service of God. Turning
to the disciples, he asked, “Why was not this
ointment sold for three hundred pence, and
given to the poor ?”” Thus he sought to hide his

covetousness under apparent sympathy for the
poor, when, in reality, he cared nothing for
them.

Mary showed how highly she prized the
Saviour when she accounted the most precious
gift none too costly for him; but Judas valued
Jesus at the price for which he sold him; his
niggardly soul balanced the life of the Son of
God against a paltry sum of money. The same
cold, calculating spirit is manifested by many
who profess Christ to-day. Their offerings to
his cause are grudgingly bestowed, or withheld
altogether under various plausible excuses. A
pretense of wide philanthropy, unlimited by
church or creed, is not infrequently one of these;
and they plead, like Judas, It is better to give
it to the poor. But the true Christian shows
his faith by investing in the cause of truth; he
is known by his works; for “faith without
works is dead.”

ON the first day of the week, Jesus resumed
his journey to Jerusalem to join in the feast of
the passover. Multitudes who had flocked to
Bethany to see him, accompanied him, eager to
witness his entry into Jerusalem. All nature
seemed to rejoice; the trees were clothed in
verdure, and blossoms which shed their delicate
fragrance upon the air. Many people were
on their way to the city to keep the feast of the
passover. These companies were continually
joining the multitude attending Jesus. He sent
two of his disciples to bring “a colt, the foal
of an ass,” that he might ride into Jerusalem,

JEsus selected for his use a colt upon which
never man had sat. The disciples in glad en-
thusiasm spread their garments upon the colt
and placed their Master upon him.  No sooner
was he seated than a loud shout of triumph
rent the air, and the multitude hailed him as
Messiah, their King. Jesus now accepted the
homage which he had never before permitted,
and his disciples received this as a proof that
their glad hopes were to be realized by secing
him acknowledged at Jerusalem as the king of
Israel. They were unable to present him with
costly gifts; but they spread their outer gar-
ments as a carpet in his path, and they also
strewed the leafy branches of the olive and
palm in the way. They could lead the trium-
phal procession with no royal standards; but
they cut down the spreading palm boughs,
nature’s emblem of victory, and waved them
aloft, while their loud acclamations and hosan-
nas rent the air.

As THEY proceeded, the multitude was con-
tinually increased by those who had heard of
the coming of Jesus, and hastened to join the
procession. Spectators were constantly min-
gling with the throng, and asking, Who is this?
What does all this commotion signify? They
had all heard of Jesus, and were expecting him
to go to Jerusalem; but they knew that he had
beretofore refused to receive kingly honors,
and they were greatly astonished to learn that
this was he. They wondered what could have
wrought this change in Him who had declared
that his kingdom was not of this world.

WHILE they are wondering and questioning,
the eager crowd silence their queries with a
shout of triumph that is repeated again and
again, and is echoed from the surrounding hills
and valleys. And now the joyful procession is
joined by crowds from Jerusalem that have
heard of the grand demonstration, and hasten
to meet the Saviour and conduct him to Jeru-
salem. From the great gathering of the
Hebrews to attend the passover, thousands go
forth to welcome Jesus to the city. They greet
him with the waving of palm branches, and a
burst of sacred song. The priests at the tem-
ple sound the trumpet for evening service, but
there are few to respond, and the rulers say to
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each other in alarm,
after him.”

“The world has gone

It was the purpose of Jesus to draw atten-
tion to the crowning sacrifice that was to end
his mission to a fallen world. They were as-
sembling at Jerusalem to celebrate the passover,
while he, the antitypical Lamb, by a voluntary
act, set himsell’ apart as an oblation. Jesus
understood that it was needful in all future
ages that the church should make his death for
the sins of the world a subject of deep thought
and study. Every fact connected with it should
be verified beyond a doubt. It was necessary,
then, that the eyes of all people should be
directed to him, that the demonstrations which
preceded his great sacrifice should be such as
to call the attention of all to the sacrifice itself.
After such an exhibition as that attending his
entry into Jerusalem, all eyes would follow his
rapid progress to the final end.

Tur startling events connected with this tri-
umphal ride were calculated to be the talk of
every tongue, and bring Jesus before every
mind. After his crucifixion these events would
be connected with his trial and death; prophe-
cies would be searched and would reveal the
fact that this was indeed the Messiah; and con-
verts to the faith of Jesus would be multiplied
in all lands. In this one triumphal scene of
his eartbly life, the Saviour might have ap-
peared escorted by heavenly angels and her-
alded by the trumps of God; but he remained
true to the life of humiliation he had accepted,
bearing the burden of humanity till bis life was
given for the life of the world.

MaNy Pharisees witnessed the scene, and,
burning with envy and malice, sought to turn
the popular current. Fearful that ths multi-
tude, in the strength of their numbers, would
lift Jesus to the position of king, they, as a last
resort, pressed through the crowd and accosted
him with reproving and threatening words:
“ Master, rebuke thy disciples.” They declared
that such noisy and excited demonstrations
were unlawful, and would not be permitted by
the authorities. But the reply of Jesus si-
lenced their haughty commaunds: “1 tell you
that, if these should hold their peace, the stones
would immediately cry out.”

Gop himself had, in his special providence,
arranged the order of the events then transpir-
ing, and if men had failed to carry out the
divine plan, he would have given a voice to
the inanimate stones, and they would have
hailed his Son with acclamations of praise.
This scene had been revealed in prophetic
vision to the holy secers of old, and man was
powerless to turn aside the purposes of Jehovah.
As the silenced Pharisees drew back, the words
of Zechariah were taken up by hundreds of
voices: “ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, thy
King cometh unto thee; he is just, and having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and
upon a colt, the foal of an ass.”

WHEN the procession arrived at the summit
of the hill, and was about to descend into the
city, Jesus halted, and all the multitude with
him. Jerusalem in all its glory lay before
them, bathed in the light of the dcclmmo sun.
The Lomple attracted all eyes. Instately grand~
eur it towered above all else, seeming to point
toward Heaven as if directing the people up-
ward to the only true and hvmrf God. This
temple in its splendid majesty b: ad long been
the pride and glory of the Jewish nation. The
Romans also prided themselves in it as an un-
equaled monument of magnificence.

JEsUs gazes upon the enchanting scene before
him, and the vast multitudes hush their shouts,

spell-bound by this sudden vision of beauty.
All eyes turn instinetively upon the Saviour,
expeeting to see in his countenance the admira-
tion which they themselves feel. But instead
of this they behold a cloud of sorrow gathering
upon his countenance. They are surprised and
disappointed to see the eyes of the Saviour fill
with tears, and his body rock to and fro like a
tree before the tempest, while a wail of anguish
bursts from his quivering lips as if from the
depths of a broken heart. What a sight was
this for angels to behold! Their loved Com-
mander in an agony of tears! What a sight
was this for that glad throng who Lad accom-
panied him with shouts of tuumph and waving
of palm branches to that summit ovexlool\lnp
the glorious city where they fondly hoped he
would reign! Their acclamations were now
silenced, while many tears flowed in sympathy
with the grief they could not comprehend.

CoNTEMPLATING the fate of the city he had
loved, the soul of Jesus yearned over the child
of his care.
the grief that weighed upon the spirit of Him
whom they worshiped. They saw his tears
and heard his groans, and for a brief space a
mysterious awe interrupted their joyful dem-
onstrations; but they could not understand the
meaning of his lamentation over Jerusalem.
Meanwhile, reports were brought to the rulers
that Jesus was approaching the city, attended
by a great concourse of people. In trepidation
they go out to meet him, hoping to disperse the
crowd by meuns of their authority.

As THE procession is about to descend the
Mount of Olives, it is intercepted by the rulers.
They inquire who and what is the cause of all
this tumultuous rejoicing.  As they with much
authority repeat the question, Who is this?
the disciples, filled with a spirit of inspiration,
are heard above all the noise of the crowd, re-
peating in eloquent strains the prophecies
which answered this question. Adam will tell
you, It is the seed of the woman that shall
bruise the serpent’s head. Ask Abraham, he
will tell you, It is Melchizedek, King of S‘\Ic.n
King of peace. Jacob will tell you, He is
Shiloh of the tribe of Judah. Isaiah will tell
you, Immanuel, Wonderful, Counsecller, the
Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace. Jercmiah will tell you, The Branch
of David, the Lord, our righteousness. Daniel
will tell you, He is the Messiah. Hosea will
tell you, He is the Lord God of Hosts, the Liord
is his memorial. John the Baptist will tell
you, He is the Lamb of God, who taketh away
the sin of the world. The great Jehovah has
proclaimed from his throne, This is my beloved
Son.  We, his disciples, declare, This is Jesus,
the Messiah, the Prince of Life, the Redeemer
of the world. Aund even the prince of the
powers of darkness acknowledges him, saying,
«“ [ know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of
God."—E. (. White, in “ Great Controversy.”

THE LAW OF GOD.

The Sabbath.

(Lesson 16.—Sabbath, August 7.)

1. QUOTE a testimony from the Psalms con-
cerning the perpetuity of the law of God.

“Concerning thy testimonies, I have known
of old that thou hast founded them forever.”
Ps. 119 : 152.

2. Is there any exception to this fact ?

“Thy word is true from the beginning; and
every one of thy righteous judgments endureth
forever.” Ps. 119 :160.

3. What did Jesus say on this subject ?

“ For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matt.
5:18. “And it is easier for heaven and earth

to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.”

Little did the multitude know of’

Luke
16 : 17.

4. What did he say of those who should break
one of them, and should teach others to do so?

“ Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments, and shall teach men
s0, he shall be called the least in the kingdom
of Heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of Heaven.” Matt.5:19.

5. Repeat the fourth commandment.

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
Six deys shalt thou labor, and do all thy work;
but tie seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservzmt,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates; for in six
days the Lord made heaven and ear th, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested Lhe su‘@nth
day; wherefore the Liord blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it.” Ex. 20 :8-11.

6. According to the words of Inspiration,
how long must this commandment endure?
See texts quoted above.

7. Hfow much of it may be changed?—Not
“one jot or one tittle.”

8. Might not God or Christ change it? Com-
pare Matt. 5: 18 with 2 Tim. 2:13. The former
text says that not one jot nor one tittle shall
pass from the law. The latter text says, * e
cannot deny himself.” If God were to change
any portion of the law, he would thereby dwy
himsclf. Therefore such a thing is impossible.

9. What reason is given in the fourth com-

mandment for the sanctification of the Sabbath?

“Tor in six days the Liord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” Ex. 20:11.

10. In how many days did the Iiord create
the heavens and the earth ?—In six days.

11. Where do we find the record of creation?
—Gen. 1.

12. What is said of each of these six days of
creation ?

«“ And God called the light day, and the dark-
ness he called night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.” Gen.1:5. ¢« And
God called the firmament heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the second day.”
Verse 8. “And the evening and the morning
were the third day.” Verse 13. “And the
evening and the morning were the fourth day.”
Verse 19. “And the evening and the morning
were the fifth day.” Verse 23. “And God
saw everything that he had made, and, behold,
it was very good. And the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.” VClbe 31.

13. What did God make to rule over these

days?

“And God made two great lights; the greater
light to rule the day, and the lesser ]mht to rule
the night; he made the stars also.” Gen. 1: 16.

14. Thon what kind of days are referred to
in the first chapter of Genesis ?—Days consist-
ing of a dark and a light part, regulated by the
sun.

15. What is the length of such days ?—T wen-
ty-four hours.

16. At the end of the first six days, what

had been done?

“Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them.” Gen. 2:1.

17. What is said of the seventh day?

“And on the seventh day God ended his
work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had
made.”  Gen. 2: 2.

18. Did God do any work on the seventh
day? Gen.2:2; Ex.20:11.

19. After God had rested on the seventh
what action did he take concerning it ?

«“ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
tified it; because that in it he had rested from
all his work which God created and made.”
Gen. 2: 3.

day,
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The Home ircle,

“SAY IT NOW.”

Say it now! A wealth of meaning
Crowns the act by words expressed;

Let no semblance hide the beaming
Of the love-light in thy breast.

Say it now! That word of comfort,
Trembling on thy palsied tongue-—

Peace will write no sweet evangel
O’er the songs we leave unsung.

Say it now! For roses wither,
Heaped so high on coffin-lids;
And the lilies lose their fragrance
On the hearts that death hath stilled.

Say it now! In accents tender
Point the weary soul to God;

With thy f.ith the darkness piercing,
Gently lead where Jesus trod.

Say it now ! The day is waning,
And the night of death draws near;
In the grave is no complaining,
And the silence knows no fear.

Say it now ! While life still lingers,
Smooth the furrowed brow of care;
Let thy smiles be benedictions,
And each whisper be a prayer.

Say it now ! The angels listen,
Bending low to catch the strain,—
“ Loving words like dew drops glisten;”
This the song and sweet refrain.

—Lawra C. Nourse.,

Stanley’s ¢ Congo?’ and ‘“ Dark
Continent.”

IN a journey of a thousand days (Aug. 15,
1874, to Aug. 9,1877), Henry M. Stanley crossed
Africa where it is two thousand miles wide,
but by a track seven thousand miles long. His
starting point was Zanzibar, and his terminus
the mouth of the Congo. It is not meant that
the transit needed to be so long; for he traced
the whole shore of the Victoria Nyanza, and
he circumnavigated the immense line of Tan-
ganyika. He was lost to civilization three
years together; he fought a daily and deadly
fight with hunger and sickness, treachery
among his men, and ferocity among natives,
intolerable fatigues by land, and uncommon
perils of navigation. When he looked on white
faces again, his original troop of 224 Zanzibaris
had dwindled to 115.

Quitting Nyangwé, the ultimate western
post of Arab traders, he plunged into the forest
of Central Africa, marching along the banks of
a river called by him the Livingstone, of which
it was only known that it flowed “ north, north,
north.” The forest was dense, dark, impene-
trable, permitting a progress of only six to four-
teen miles a day; towering so high as utterly to
hide the sun; while « the terrible undergrowth”
below, oppressed every mind with gloom and
despair. An Arab chief, allured by the promise
of six thousand dollars to lead seven handred
men as a convoy sixty marches forward, aban-
doned the road when only twenty had been
accomplished. Left alone in the heart of Africa,
Stanley hewed a fleet of canoes, and committed
himself to the stream. Beyond the forest he
encountered the hostility of man. The fierce
savages, armed with bows and spears, and
accustomed to cannibal feasts, thronged about
him in splendid canoes, refusing all overtures
for peace and the supply of food.

In a series of thirty-two battles, sometimes
against two thousand assailants, he compelled
them to yield to European arms, and allow him
to pass them to the sea. But nature herself
seemed to fight for her ancient reign of pagan-
ism and night. She barred the mighty river
with a hundred wild rapids and awful cataracts,
compelling him to quit the stream, and drag
his heavy boats over steep cliffs, and through
tangled woods, till a few miles of quiet water

could be found. Thirty-seven days in one
reigon gave him only thirty-four miles of ad-
vance. By degrees, the ample stock of beads
and trinkets with which he expected to buy
food from the natives dwindled away; and be-
fore he could reach the frontiers of civilization,
he was destitute and starving. By letters sent
forward, addressed to whomsoever would take
pity on the perishing, he drew supplies for the
moment, and the hospitable Portuguese came
forth to welcome him to their homes. Nothing
in the annals of geography equals the heroism
or the pathos of this tale.

After generously accompanying to their home
at Zanzibar, the helpless relics of his perilous
expedition, Stanley was returning to HEurope
in January, 1878, that he might secek in rest
and nutrition, balm for his half-ruined constitu-
tion. But he was met at Marseilles by messen-
gers from Leopold, king of Belgium, soliciting
his return to Africa as agent of an interna-
tional association. The intolerable thought
could not then be entertained. DBut the air of
Switzerland did for him what other means could
not effect; and in May, 1879, he returned to
the Congo. There, his mission was to form at
successive cataracts a series of stations, con-
nected by well-made roads, each garrisoned by
employés of the association. That he might
have reliable allies, he drew from Zanzibar
sixty-eight of his former followers, while Kroo-
men and natives were added as they could be
found.

Seven small steamers formed his flotilla of

exploration, and they reached the first rapid
one hundred and sixty miles from the sea.
And now began the mighty work of forming a
road around it, practicable for heavy wagons,
bearing his fleet through the woods and over
the hills. In order to pass at once several
neighboring obstructions, it was necessary to
make this road fifty-two miles in length; and
this was accomplished, after a year’s exer-
tion, by February, 1881. Grass twelve fect
high had to be torn away; thick forests of tealk
and mahogany to be felled; rocks to be blasted
or removed; hills to be graded, bridges to be
built. Of course the good-will of the natives
had to be won, that they might not hinder, but
co-operate in all these enterprises, and cede
lands for the successive towns to be built.
From Isangila, where this road ended, eighty-
eight miles of navigable river succeeded, ter-
minating at Manyanga. The like experience
had to be renewed in constructing another
wagon road of ninety-five miles length to Stan-
ley Pool. But now the constitution which had
endured so much yielded to the African fever.

In May, 1881, Stanley was very near to death;
and again in June, 1882, after an exploratory
voyage to Liake Lieopold II., five hundred and
fifty miles from the sea, the fever returned with
symptoms so menacing that he resolved to
return to Europe. Again, however, before the
end of the year, he returned to his post, and
ascended the river to Stanley Falls, 1,400 miles
from the sea. In this expedition he necessarily
passed again along those parts of the river
where he had experienced the inveterate hos-
tility of the mnatives in 1877. But little of it

now appeared; for his peaceful conquest of

the good-will of those below, and his demon-
stration that he could improve their condition
by introducing manufactures from Europe, had
disarmed their ferocity; and he heard his name
pronounced with glad applause as ¢« Tanley,”
or “Tandelay,” by the very tribes which had
fought him vigorously six years before.

As Stanley was thus tracing the upper course
of the Congo, he came upon village after village
deserted by its late inhabitants, and observed
everywhere the marks of conflagration. Occa-
sionally a few miserable old men narrated that
their towns had been lately ravaged at night
by murderous invaders, who shot the males as
they rushed from their burning habitations,
while women and children had been dragged

up the river in chains. The melancholy spec-
tacle was repeated for days, till at length he
overtook the slave-hunters’ camp. There he
found twenty-three hundred women and chil-
dren fastened together by twenties, in the ex-
treme of misery, not one able-bodied maun being
seen. He computed that the wretched surviv-
ors who might finaily reach the markets of the
Nile would be only one per cent. of the popula-
tion sacrificed at their homes or on the march.
Such is the blessing which Islam pronounces on
equatorial Africa.

Four main results have flowed from Stanley’s
residence on the Congo. He has established a
series of trading posts, connected, where neces-
sary, by well-built roads, and has opened most
friendly relations with the mnatives. He has
combined their chiefs by hundreds into a con-
federacy, and has induced the civilized States
of the world to recognize as a nation the Afri-
can Association, with whom those chiefs have
entered into commercial engagements. e
has gathered a vast body of facts respecting
the Congo region and its inhabitants. Those
facts let us now examine in detail.

The Congo River is one of the largest in the
world. Stanley says it is equal to the Nile, the
Zambesi, and the Niger combined. He calls it
once and a half more than the Mississippi.
Here he refers not to mere length, but to vol-
ume. In much of its course the Congo is three
miles broad. In the dry season, 333 miles from
the sea, he ascertained that it pours down a
million and a half cubic feet of water in a
second, and two millions and a half in the
rainy season. In the lower part of its course,
it flows through an uninviting gorge, cheerless
and forbidding. But above the cataracts, he
describes the soil as ¢ wonderfully fertile.” ¢«In
all the Mississippi Valley there is no soil to
cqual it.”  He speaks of “this immense waste
of fat earth;” and of “bountiful and unparal-
leled richness of soil.” The ordinary products
of this soil are “grass fifteen feet high,”
«gugar cane of gigantic height,” “teak, mahog-
any, guiacum, and bombax;” ¢“cotton grows
wild everywhere,” and the India rubber plant,
and the orchilla creeper, yielding the precious
dye.

The richness of the soil may also be inferred
from the animal life which abounds. To say
nothing of antelopes and buffaloes, leopards,
lions, and elephants inhabited the forest, croco-
diles and hippopotami swarmed in the river.
Far enough from being savages, the people of
the lower Congo were *uniformly amiable.”
It was easy to enter into treaties with them,
binding them to friendly intercourse and trade;
and in trade they were exceedingly sharp at a
bargain. He speaks of “an air of worldly
knowledge and travel” as characterizing them.
They furnished abundance of laborers, working
on Stanley’s roads and transportation. ¢“The
utmost cordiality ” was manifested by the na-
tives three hundred miles above Stanley Pool,
six hundred from the sea.

He speaks of their “ wonderful industry,” and
its products in the working of iron and copper.
Deep in the great forest of the upper Congo,
Stanley found a native smithy in which his own
instruments were repaired; and in the hands of
his assailants upon that river were iron spear
heads six feet long, and eight inches broad.
He enumerates scores of instruments of iron
and of copper which he had seen them use, or
had found in their houses. At the same time,
their manufactures from wood and wool, in skin
and in pottery, were numerous and ingenious.
Stanley describes “a thick, round cap of knit
wool, into which a native artist had worked
red, yellow, and white twist;” “a collar of
many coiled fine brass wire;” “and abundant
and various manufactures of ivory.”

Native ferry boats are repeatedly spoken of;
and at one point, near Stanley Pool, a ferry is
said to convey a thousand passengers a week
across the river, where it is two miles wide.
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These things, as well as the possession of great
wealth by some of the native traders, show a
society already beginning to be peaceful and
strong. Such nationalities are prepared to per-
ceive the advantages of a higher civilization, to
welcome Huropean commerce, and to receive
with favorable feeling the wisdom and goodness
of Christian missionaries. It cannot be doubted
that the Congo reigon is far more favorable to
missions than South Africa with its Bushmen
and Zulus, or North Africa, full already of
Islam and intolerance.

It has long heen thought that Western and
Central Africa were barred by climate against
European and American missions. The experi-
ence of Stanley and his coadjutors .proves that
it is not so. No great mortality ever attended
his enterprise. “The heat was seldom intoler-
able; the highest mean was 90°; the nights
were cool and sometimes cold.”  He elaborates
at much length and reiteration his argument
for the healthfulness of Africa, declaring that
the fevers and mortality sometimes experienced
are attributable to the want of proper food, to
the use of stimulants, to imprudent exertions
in the heat of the day, and to careless exposures
to draughts of cold air, by night or by day.
The importance of this last circumstance he
shows by relating that after a healthful voyage
up the Congo, far beyond the equator, no
gooner did his return begin than the cool
breezes up stream, unfelt while they accompa-
nied the steamer, now doubled in force by the
speed of the boat and of the current, brought
on dangerous diseases in men long accustomed
to the African air.

Stanley’s information respecting the fertility,
the populousness, the productiveness of Africa,
and the commercial spirit of its people, will
certainly attract western enterprise into its in-
terior, and railroads will be built to pass the
cataracts. Christian missions ought to rush in
where commerce is sure to pierce. For, side
by side with the pleasing pictures given above,
traces appear of the idolatry, the ignorance and
superstition of the natives; of their cruel sports;
of their proneness to warfare; of the cheapness
of human life among them. When a chief died,
fourteen slaves were slaughtered to accompany
his spirit into the other world. Stanley’s allu-
sions to missionaries are uniformly respectful;
and he celebrates the comfort, neatness, and
elegance introduced by a missionary’s wife, in
contrast with the indolence, disarray, and neg-
ligence manifested at some stations established
by his own men. His own spirit is manly,
sober, and reverent. Veneration and love for
Livingstone seem to have filled his mind, and
perbaps have affected his character; for he
pressed upon Mtesa the duty and excellence of
forgiveness, and his own conduct toward the
natives showed a Christian spirit.—Rev. . Vin-
ton, in Missionary Review.

Too Much Style.

IN our large towns and cities the churches
are dying of style. Thereis stylein the build-
ing and furniture; style in the preaching and
altar work; style in singing—or rather musical
performances; style in the accouterments of the
attendants upon worship. Styleisa good thing
in its place; but there is danger of allowing
our religion to merge into style, literally to go to
secd in that form. Let us have simplicity, nat-
uralness, humility, fervor, spirituality, liberty,
power. Memoriter or read sermons arc an
abomination; operatic singing versus congrega-
tional singing is a curse; stiffness and precise-
ness in worship are moral death. These things
drive the poor away; and when the poor
go out at the doors, the Holy Spirit goes out at
the windows. We do not agk that men be poor
or ignorant, or coarse, or offensively noisy; but
we do ask that they be humble, simple, natural;
we ask that they sing and pray with the Spirit,
and preach with power.—Holston Methodist.

Jealth and Temperance.

No More Tea.

IN 1769, the English Government received
less than $1,500 from the American Colonies
as its revenue from the tea tax. Yet the
American Colonies voted that the sale of tea
should be prohibited, and the people refused to
drink tea rather than pay to the mother coun-
try $1,500 a year tax on tea.

Two hundred thousand liquor dealers, half
of them foreigners, have imposed heavy bur-
dens upon the American people. Communities
without liquor saloons have little use for police-
men, jails, or poor-houses. In one district in
Liverpool, of 50,000 inhabitants, without liquor
saloons, there were only forty-five persons who
had to receive out-door relief. In another
district of about the same size, with liquor sa-
loons, nearly 2,000 had to receive out-door
relief. When a small town in Illinois excluded
the liquor saloon, it reduced its pauper bill
from $1,100 to $2.50 per year. In Boston,
seventy-three per cent. of all the arrests made
by the police are due to the presence of the
drink-houses in the city. Bighty per cent. of
the criminals, and seventy-five per cent. of the
paupers in this country can be fairly charged
to the business of the 200,000 liquor dealers,
half of whom are forcigners. What benefits
do these liquor dealers confer upon the nation
to compensate the people for tolerating their
presence ? What right have they to so greatly
increase the taxes of the people in order to
raise the money which is necessary to take
care of their victims?

Has the character of the American people
changed in these hundred years? Are we the
worthy children of forefathers who refused to
drink tea, and prohibited its sale rather than pay
a $1,500 tax to the mother country, when we
bow down before 200,000 liquor dealers and
bear whatever burdens they may impose upon
us? When the American people realize that
their taxes would be reduced one-half by the
blotting out of the liquor saloon, I believe the
people will make short work of the modern
grog-shop. As our forefathers said, “ No more
tea !” so the time is near at hand when the
cry of our people will be, “No more rum ! No
more money to take care of the worn-out vic-
tims of the rum-shop! No more young people
from our homes to become the slaves of the
liquor dealers!”"—W. H. 1., in ddvance.

Temperance in Europe.

A GovERNMENT report by the British Consul-
General in Germany, points out certain serious
facts. The adult male German drinks annually,
on the average, about seventeen gallons of
spiritous liquors. In the kingdom of" Prussia,
the whole expenditure in 1882 on wine, beer,
and spirits, amounted to nearly $227,000,000.
In Sweden and Norway the consumption of
spirits has been declining for some years past;
but in Denmark the evil of spirit-drinking has
reached a terrible pitch. In Holland, in 1878,
there was a drink shop for every ninety inhab-
itants, including women and children; but a
restrictive law, passed in 1881, has reduced the
number about a quarter.

The worst statistics in regard to the consump-
tion of alcoholic liquors are those of Belgium,
where, in less than half a century, the drink-
ing of such liquors has far more than doubled
for each person. In 1881 there was a public
house for every dozen adult males. In France
the amount of drunkenness has been reduced
by the passing of a salutary law. In Switzer-
land, between 1870 and 1880, while the increase
of population was but 6.5 per cent., the increase
in the number of public houses was 22 per
cent, In Austria the condition of affairs is

similar. And all this drinking has its effect.
There is a horrible array of figures giving the
statistics of delirium tremens, suicides, lunacy,
and accidental deaths, as the result of drunken-
ness.

In Denmark 74 per cent. of the arrests were
from drunkenness, or for crimes committed un-
der the influence of drink. The ingpector-gen-
eral of Belgian prisons reports that four-fifths
of the crime and social misery is attributable
to intemperance. In Austria the hospitals,
lunatic asylums, and prisons all testify to the
advance of drinking habits. And continental
workmen generally—even those who do not
become absolute drunkards—spend a large por-
tion of their earnings in drink.

The foregoing statements, be it observed, are
not the froth of a temperance harangue, but
the cold statistics of a Government report.
They show that earthquakes and cholera are
not the most terrible evils of Hurope. They
should be studied by those who suggest that
spirit-drinking can be exterpated by introduc-
ing the free use of beer and light wines. In the
very couniries where the milder drinks are
used, the consumption of ardent spirits is in-
creasing at a terrible rate. The temperance
question is a growing question, and it demands
attention here, as in other lands.—Independent.

Tue Omaha Bee paints the following picture
of the workings of high license in Omaha:—

“ We do not think high license is a success in
Omaha. It hassent the saloons more than ever
into politics. It gives the saloons the ready
boast, ¢ We support your schools, you must sup-
port us.” And thisis said with the confident
air of men who are public benctuctors. The
whole system of license has corrupted our police
force and lower courts until it is a mockery to
call them courts of justice; they are dens of
thieves. The number of saloons has not in-
creased in proportion to the population; but they
are handy for every one who drinks, have a re-
spectable air, and are yet as bad as ever. Gam-
bling hells are opened at twenty-five dollars a
month, generally in connection with the ¢ tony’
saloons.”

THERE is to-day a larger army under its (the
liquor traffic’s) control, than went to the war,
while those mourning over the vassalage and
fall of loved oncs exceed in numbers, and in
the bitterness of their woe, the millions who
were made childless and widows by the casu-
alties of that fierce and sanguinary strife.
And the terrible disease, like a cancer, is eating
into the very vitals of the nation, destroying
the mental and moral, as well as the physical
fiber of the people. The liquor interest controls
the cities and largely influences State legislation
and the local politics of the country. And all
this has come to pass notwithstanding the tem-
perance efforts of half a century, the preaching
of the sanctuary, and the presence and power of
the Christian church.—ZXenry Wilson.

A Boy smoking a cigar end became very
pale. Throwing the end away, he said to his
playmate: «“There’s something in that cigar
that makes me sick.” ¢“1 know what it is,”
said the other; “it’s the terbaccer.” Some
people don’t know what it is that makes them
feel unwell after drinking. They lay the blame
on sundry supposed adulterations of liquor.
All the while we know what it is. It is the
alcohol.—Alliance News.

TuE relation of intemperance to crime is that
of the inciting cause. There are other causes,
such as hate, avarice, jealousy, lust, and revenge;
but these are narrower in their circles of evil;
more easily repressed by individuals and society;
more subject to moral restraints, and are not
sanctioned by law nor dealt out under statutory
licenses.—Judge Noah Davis.
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Aews and Fotes,

RELIGIOUS.

—In one year Dr. Landsell, the English mission-
ary, has distributed no less than 56,000 Bibles among
the exiles in Siberia.

—The native churches of Samoa, besides support-
ing their own pastors, have contributed, on the av-
erage, $6,000 per year for the last twenty-five years
to the funds of the London Missionary Society.
Yet when the missionaries began their work, the
people were dangerous savages.

—The Lever says: “The day is forever past
when the intelligent Christian sentiment of this
country will approve the tobacco habit in a minis-
ter of the gospel.” Good; we hope so. But if Chris-
tian sentiment wiil not tolerate tobacco-using in a
ninister, why should it in a layman? Who can
tell ?

—A Mohammedan professor for twenty years at
the Daoul-Islam of Mecca, a man of wide learning
and a rare linguist, who accidentally came upon a
chapter of a volume that treated of the Bible, left
his post and went to India to inquire into the truth
of Christianity. He has now for some months been
zealously studying the Scriptures, and has accepted
the truth of Christ.

—A correspondent of the New York Jowrnal of
Commerce, who is himself a Christian, has been
traveling through New Hampshire, and writes as
follows: “Be the cause what it may, this is so-
ber truth, that there is as much need of missionary
work, by all the orthodox churches, in New En-
gland as in China or the Lebanon country.  Ortho-
dox Congregationalists may rest assured that the
priests of the Maronites, Greeks, Greek Catholics,
and other sects in the Mount Lebanon country,
preach and teach as sound doctrine and pure faith
as are taught and preached in a large number of so-
called orthodox churches in New England. Here,
rather than across the sea, is your place for mission
work.”

SECULAR.
—A rebellion has broken out in Northern Mexico.

—Admiral Worden of the United States Navy
died at Newport, R. I., July 11.

—The business failures in the United States and
Canada for the seven daysending July 16, were 183,
against 179 the preceding week.

—The trial of the bomb-throwers is now in prog-
ress at Chicago, and very damaging evidence is be-
ing produced against the accused.

—The smallpox epidemic at Santiago, Chili, is
becoming worse every day, and the disease proves
fatal to 60 or 70 per cent. of the persons attacked.

—Notwithstanding their defeat at the polls, the
leaders of the Irish Home Rule party are not dis-
couraged, and express themselves as feeling confi-
dent of ultimate success.

—There has been no rain in Colorado for the past
three months, and in consequence the rivers are
drying up, and crops and stock, as well as families,
are suffering for water.

—A California paper complains that because hay
is now worth only eleven dollars per ton in San
Francisco, farmers have a profit of only one dollar
per ton, or two dollars per acre.

—A strike on some of the San Francisco street-car
lines resulted, July 15, in a riot during which cars
were overturned, windows broken, and men knocked
down. Several arrests have been made.

—The Riverside, Cal., Press says: “Closing the
saloons has nearly ruined the business of Judge
Noland’s court. No drink, no drunks; no drunken-
ness, no fines. Where are we drifting?”

—July 17 the Canada Gazette published a procla-
mation granting amnesty to all persons connected
with the Riel rebellion, except those who committed
homicide otherwise than in actual conflict.

—The St. Louis Grand Jury has closed its inves-
tigation of the charges against members of the
House of Delegates, and has returned indictments
for bribery and drunkenness against six of them.

—Belfast, ITreland, was the scenc of serious riot-
ing on the night of the 13th inst. Two civilians
and one officer were killed, and quite a number of
persons were severely wounded. Orangemen were
the aggressors.

—A recent London dispatch says. “An extradi-
tion treaty between England and the United States
has been signed. In addition to the customary
clauses, the treaty provides for the surrender of
dynamite miscreants.”

—The twelfth juror in the Chicago anarchists’
trial was obtained on the 15th inst., and accepted
by both sides. Nearly one thousand persons were
examined and twenty-two full court sessions held
to achieve this result.

—The cholera report in Italy for one day, July
16, is as follows: Brindisi, 756 new cases, 44 deaths;
Fontana, 37 new cases, 19 deaths; Latiano, 16 new
cases, 7 deaths; Codigore, 7 new cases, 2 deaths;
Venice, 1'new case, 1 death.

—Heavy and continued rains throughout North
Carolina have caused the greatest floods since 1867.
The farmers on Cape Fear River have lost all their
crops, and many have been forced to leave their
homes on account of the flood.

—The French Government has ordered 60,000 re-
peating rifles to be distributed among the troops
before August. This action is attributed to the
conduct of Germany in arming her battalions in
Alsace-Lorraine with similar weapons.

—Probably the most peculiar case of drowning
on record occurred a few days since near Carondelet,
Mo. A young man in attempting to drown a large
dog was himself thrown down a precipice into the
river and drowned, while the dog escaped.

—July 16, Central California was visited by a
thunderstorm, something which is very unusual in
this State, especially in the summer season. Some
grain was burned, several cattle were killed, and a
few buildings damaged by lightning. The rainfall
was not great.

—The canning business has become the most im-
portant industry in Maryland. Over fifty-six thou-
sand hands are employed in canning fruits and
oysters. The largest corn-packing establishment in
the world is said to be in Fredericksburg, with a
capacity of 75,000 cans per day.

—It seems that the wreck of the steamship Ly-ce-
moon, which occurred off Green Cape, Australia, May
30, was due to the most criminal negligence of the
officer in charge. Out of eighty-six persons aboard
of the vessel, only fifteen were saved. The captain
will be tried on the charge of manslaughter.

—A eucalyptus tree 106 feet high was cut down
recently in Santa Rosa, Cal. It had moved a house
beside which it grew, two inches from its founda-
tion, and had raised one corner of it an inch. The
eucalyptus is an Australian tree, introduced into
California since its settlement by Americans.

—Typhoid fever of a peculiar and virulent type
has broken out in Waterford, Wisconsin. Forty
persons have been stricken with the disease in its
worst form, while many others are suffering from a
milder form of the malady. There have been sev-
eral deaths; the people are terror-stricken, and many
are leaving the town.

—Recent telegrams from Paris report increasing
uneasiness in diplomatic circles at the movements
of the French Ministry of War, which, it is feared,
will stir up serious complications with Germany.
The activity of the War Department is incompre-
hensible, unless something more important than the
French expedition to the East is on foot.

—A few days since while an iron dealer in St.
Petersburg was unloading a wagon filled with old
artillery material, which had been purchased from
the Government, a nine-inch shell, supposed to have
been improperly unloaded, exploded among a group
of workmen and others. Sixteen persons, including
four children, were killed and several others injured.

—Wihile four men were being lowered to the bot-
tom of a one hundred and twenty foot shaft, in New
York, a few days since, a gasoline lamp which they
had with them exploded. This so terrified the men
that they jumped out of the bucket when still
eighty feet from the bottom of the shaft. All were
severely burned, besides receiving serious and prob-
ably fatal injuries from the fall.

—It seems that the Jesuits are not wanted in
Peru. At a meeting held in the public square at
Callao on the 11th inst., it was resolved to petition
the Government to take immediate steps for their
expulsion from the country. We suppose that if
they are expelled from Peru they can find an asy-
lum in this country, as many thousands have already
done. They are about as desirable as Socialists and
Anarchists.

—One of the most remarkable accidents ever re-
corded is thus related by the Nogales, Arizona,
Frontier: *Of all the chapters of the curiosities of
accidents, the fatal wounding of Manuel Varra, a
Mexican, near Buena Vista, last Tuesday, takes first
rank. He, with a party of about twelve others,
who were out hunting Indians, dismounted, and
neglected to take their guns from their saddles. His
horse in rubbing against a tree threw a shell in the
barrel of the gun, and then, rubbing again, discharged
it, the ball taking effect in the unfortunate man’s
abdomen.”

—The Postmaster-Geeneral has, in compliance with
petitions signed by large numbers of business men
in numerous cities, amended the postal regulations
so as to permit the transmission through the mails
within the United States and Territories, of liquids
not liable to explosion or spontaneous combustion
or ignition by shock or jar and not inflammable—soft
soap, pastes, confections, ointments, salves, and ar-
ticles of similar consistency—under certain condi-
tions insuring safety to other mail matter in trans-
mission.

—I¢ is now positively stated that “ Lord Salisbury
has made overtures to Lord Hartington for the for-
mation of a coalition Ministry, whose programme
shall include a local government bill for Ireland,
Scotland, and England; a laborer’s allotment bill,
empowering rural laborers to acquire small holdings;
the reform and extension of the Artisans’ Dwellings
Act,including dwellings for farm laborers; a measure
for the cheaper transfer of land, and the appoint-
ment of a select committee to inquire into the ad-
ministration of the Government of India, with a
view of giving the natives increased local control.”

Appointments,

OaxraND.—House of worship, northeast corner of
Clay and Thirteenth Streets. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath at 9:30 A. M. Preaching at 11. Prayer and
missionary meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:30.
Seats free.

SaN Fravorsco.—House of worship, 914 Laguna Street,
between McAllister and Tyler. Sabbath-school every
Sabbath at 9 :45, and preaching at 11 A. m.; also preach-
ing every Sunday evening at 7 :30. Classes in the Kn-
glish, German, and Scandinavian languages. Prayer and
missionary meeting every Wednesday evening at 7:45,
Mission Reading-rooms at the church.

East PorTLAND (Or.)—House of worship on G Street,
between Tenth and Eleventh. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath (Saturday), followed by services. Preaching or Bi-
ble-reading Sunday evening. Prayer-meeting Wednesday
evening. The public is cordially invited. Free public
reading-room, corner of L and Fifth Streets.

HE ADVENT REVIEW
AND SABBATH HERALD

A RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL,

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT BATTLE CREEK, MICH., BY THE
S. D. A. PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION.

)

Sixteen large, closely printed pages of choicereading matter, treat-
ing upon all the Prophetic themes of the Bible, the Signs of the
Times, Second Coming of Christ at Hand, Closing Reforms in the
Church, the Gospel of Christ, Conversion, Practical Godliness,
ete. ete.

This is the organ of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, the
oldest journal of this people. It is now in its sixty-third volume.
Contains full reports from the ministers and the doings of the differ-
ent organizations of this denomination. No one should fail to take
the REVIEW AND HERALD.

Puice, in advance, $2.00 per year. Address,
REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich.

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL.

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO
'Lhe defense of American Institutions, the preservation of
the United States Constitution as it is, so far
as regards religion or religious tests, and
the maintenance of human rights, .
both civil and religious.

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact.

TERMS.
SiNeLE CoPry, per year, - - - - - 50 cents.
To foreign countries, single subscriptions, post-
j2:1 0 ORI S R o S splo i il e A S ol EO i
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal.
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Publishers” Department,

OUR GENERAL AGENTS.

Australia—International Tract Society, Bible Echo Office, Rae and
Scotchmer Sts., North Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia.

British Guiana.—Joseph R. anhmutc 152 Church St., Georgetown,
and Thos. E.Amsterdam, 10 Church St., New Amsteldam B G., 8. A,

California Tract bouety‘low Castro St., Oukland, Cal.

Canada Tract Society—South Stukely, P Q.

Colorado Tract Society—441 Jay Stlceb Denver, Colo.

Dakota Tract Society—Vilas, Miner Co. , Dak

District of Columbia.—International Tract Society, 1831 Vermont
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.

England—1'he Present Truth, 72 Heneage St., Grimsby, Eng.

Fiji Islands—Wm. T. Peckham, Matti Plantation, Taviuni, Fiji Is.

Florida Tract Society—Miss Lysle Reynolds, Secretary, Box 232,
Jacksonville, Fla,

Hawaiian [slands—International Tract Society, Honolulu, H. I.

Idaho—Elder D. T. Fero, Boise City, ldaho.

Illinois Tract Society—36562 Vincennes Ave., Chicago, 111

Indiana Tract Society—No. 82 Cherry St , Indianapolis, Ind.

Towa Tract Society—1315 E. Sycameore St.. Des Moines, Iowa.

Kansas Tract Society—Box 160, Ottawa, Franklin Co., Kan.

Kentucky Tract Society—West Clifty, Grayson Co., Ky.

Louisana—International Tract Society, Pitt Street, between Val-
mont and Leontine Streets, New Orleans, La.

Maine Tract Society—113 ’earl St,, Portland, Me.

Michigan Tract Society—-Buattle Creek, Mich.

Minnesota Tract Society—2820 Nicollet Ave,, Minneapolis, Minn.

Missouri Tract Society—321 Lamine Ave., Sedalia, Mo.

Montana—Walter Harper, Butte City, Mont., Bux 858,

Nebraska Tract Society—Fremont, Dodee Co., Neb.

New England—N, E. Tract Society, South Lancaster, Mass.

New Mexico—John McMurchy, White Oaks, Lincoln County, N.M.

New Yo k Tract Society—Box 113, Rome, N, Y.

New Zealand—Edward Hare, Upper Queen Street (Turner Street).
Auckland, N. Z.

North Pacific—N. P. Tract Society, Box 18, East Portland, Oregon.

Norway—Sundhedsbladet, Christiania, Norway.

Ohio Tract Society—259 Adams St., Toledo, Ohio.

Pennsylvania Tract Society—No. 5 Madicon St., Wellsville, N. Y.

Society Islands—John I. Tay, Papeta, Tahiti, Society Islands.

Switzerland—Elder W. C. White, 43 Weilierwey, Basel, Switzerland.

Tennessee Tract Society —Springville, Heunry Co., Tenn.

Texas Tract So-iety—Mrs. Lee Gregory, Secretary, Denton, Tex.

Upper Columbia--U. €. Tract Society, Walla Walla, W. T.

Vancouver Island—Bernard Robun, Victoiia, B. C.

Vermont—ULizzie A. Stone, South Lancaster, Mass.

Virginia Tract Society—New Market, Shenandoah Co., Va.

Wisconsin Tract Society—1029 Jenifer St., Madison, Wis.

Wyoming—J. T. Trees, Tie Siding, Albany Co., Wyo.

All of the above Agencies are authorized to receive subscriptions
to the SieNs or toE TiMeS, Amerwcan Sentinel, and Pacific Health
Journal and Temperance Advocate. Catalogues of our books, pam-
phlets, and tracts, in English and the various foreign languages, can
be obtained from them. Write to the agency nearest you.

RECEIPTS.

MonEy orders, drafts, etc., should be made to ¢ Pacific
Press;” never to individuals, as they may be absent, and
business thereby be delayed.

CarLirorRNTA CoNFERENCE.—Vacaville $13.25, Reno
$6%.65, Mrs E J Howard $10.00, St Helena $220,30,
J S Gibbs $19.50, St Clair (J W Garrell) $2.00, W T
Eddy $t.25, Pleasant Grove 26.10, St Clair 30.15, Mrs
gronld Crouch $25.00, Los Angeles $30.00, Mrs A Lawson

3.00.

CarirorN1A T. axp M. Sociery.—Dist No 1 Rural
Health Retreat Society $25.00, Dist No 4 San Francisco
$25.25, Dist No 6 National City $20.00, Dist No 7
Reno $37.40, St. Clair $20.00, City Missions $16.20.

A Comprehensive Book.

¢“THE ATONEMENT: an examination of a remedial sys-
tem in the light of nature and revelation.” This is the
title of a book of 3G8 pages, by Elder J. H. Waggoner.

It would be impossible to find a subject of greater im-
portance, of grander scope, or of more thrilling interest
to every human being, than the Atonement. This fact is
acknowledged by all Chrixtians, however much they may
differ in regard to other doctrines, or in their theories of
this. In fact, the Atonement is the gospel. This being
the case, a book on that subject, treating it in a candid
manner, from a scriptural standpoint, should be hailed
with joy by all lovers of truth.

This book is a critical and exhaustive treatise on the
plan of salvation as revealed in the Scriptures, showing
its harmony with the principles of justice and mercy, its
consistency with reason, and its final results as affecting
the destiny of the human race. W think that we run
no risk in saying that it is by far th most complete work
yet published on the subject. It is complete, because it
considers the Atonement in all its bearings, tracing out
all the doctrines which spring from it; and since every-
thing depends on the Atonement, the book is in reality a
compendium of Christian doctrine—a Christian system.

Although the book is so comprehensive, the points are
stated so concisely that it is not bulky, there being just
368 pages. Care has been taken, however, not to con-
dense to such an extent as to make the book difficult of
comprehension. We do not see how the great themes
which are discussed could be more simplific 1. The love
of God as manifested in the plan of salvation is a mys-

tery that the mind of an angel can never fathom, and it
is not to be expected that even the simplest exposition of
the Atonement would be understood without the exercise
of careful thought; but thought on such a subject ele-
vates one, and brings with it capacity for increased com-
The mind expands in the contemplation of
Such books as this are true educators.
................... $1.00.
Pacrric Press, Oakland, Cal.

prehension.

so vast a scheme,

Muslin bound..
Address,

Christ the Way of Life.

WE have a select stock of this beautiful and instructive
steel-plate engraving, with keys in the Danish, Swedish,
German, French, and English languages.

The design of this engraving is to present at one view
the leading events in the history of man as related to the
divine plan of redemption, from the time of the first sin
and the fall to the final restoration of the race to the
Paradise of God.

Its central figure is that of Clulst hanging upon the
By taking our position at the foot of the
cross, we look backward in the history of man, and trace
the steps which have led to the scenes of Calvary. The
scenes which suggest the provisions of the gospel are en-
acted in the shadow of the cross, which is cast far back
over the history of the race, reaching even to the gates of
Eden.

The ¢ Way of Life,” as a work of art, commends itself
to all lovers of the beautiful. Unlike many religious al-
legorical pictures, this not only presents a sacred theme,
but by its skillful grouping, and its harmonious combina-
tion of light and shade, it delights the cultivated taste,
and suggests abundant food for thought.

THE KEY.

An elegant 12-mo. pamphlet of 48 pages, containing a
description of every part of the picture, and an impress-
ive article by Mrs. E. G. White, accompanies each en-
graving.

cruel cross.

Price, printed in first-class style on heavy plate paper,
81267 22X 28 - ANCHE8 3% &l 0 Ferd e v s s sim s otopoi ot o sie $1.50
Price, India Proofs, size 24x32 inches............ 2.50
100 AcrNts WANTED.
Address, Paciric Pruss, Oakland, Cal., General Agents
for Pacific Coast States and Territories.

HEALDSBURG COLLEGE.

AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF
ING POPULARITY.
ESTABLISHED IN 1882.

FOUR YEARS OF GREAT PROSPERITY,
BECAUSE FOUNDED ANI' MANAGED UPON SOUND PRINCIPLES.

GROW-

THOROUGH INSTRUCTION IN THE ELEMENTS OF
LEARNING IN ALL THE GRADES AND
THROUGH THE CLASSICAL COURSE.

FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS INVESTED IN
APPARATUS.

BUILDINGS AND

FACULTY CONSISTS OF TWELVE INSTRUCTORS OF EXPERIENCE.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES.

1. Instruction in the various trades, with two hours per day
spent in active work with tools.

2. Methods in the Class Room are such as to secure the best
Iind of mental discipline.

8. A rigzid parental discipline to cultivate high moral character.

4. Expenses within the reach of all. Twentv dallars per month
covers all expense of tuition, board, lud;,mg, washing, lighits, fuel, ete.

The Fall Term begins Au”ust 2 1886

S. BROWNSBERGER, A. M., President.
Healdsburg, Cal.

OUR COUNTRY'S FUTURE FORETOLD.

TUE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY.
By Erp. U. Smirn.

Tus is a full exposition of a portion of prophecy which applies
to our own Government, showing the position the United States
holds in prophecy, and the part it has to act in the closing scenes of

time.
f THE SUNDAY MOVEMENT,

Which is now attracting such general attention, is thoroughly can-
vassed, and abundant testimony is given to prove that it is fast com-
ing to be the ALL-IMPORTANT QUESTION in this country. Deal-
ing with our own land and applying to our own time. Of surpassing
interest to every American reader. New edition; revised and en-
arged. Cloth, 225 pp., 75c. Paper covers, new edition, condensed,
186 pp., 25¢c,  Address,
SIGNS OF THE TIMES,, Oakland, Cul,

THE ATONEMENT:

AN EXAMINATION

REMEDIAL SYSTEM, IN THE LIGHT OF
NATURE AND OF REVELATION.

By Erp. J. . WAGGONER.

OrF A

THIRD EDITION, REVISED AND GREATLY ENLARGED.

Tais work is a critical and exhaustive treatise on the plan of salva-
tion as revealed in the Scriptures, showing its harmony with the
vrinciples of justice and mercy, its consistency with reason, and it
final results as affecting tue destiny of the human race.

368 pp.; cloth, $1.00.
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.
Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creck, Mich,

ADVENT TIDENDE.

A DANISH-NORWEGIAN RELIGIOUS SEMI-MONTHLY.

DEVOTED to the dissemination of the great truths applicable to this
time, among the Danes and Norwegians. Each number contains a
beautiful illustration of some interesting Bible theme, besides a large
amount of varied reading on differentpoints of our faith. The sub-
jects of health and temperance and the leading events of the day,
are given due attention, thus making it, with its other features, an
invaluable household magazine.

TERMS.

To American subscribers, $1.00 a year. Five or more copies to
one address, 75 cents per copy. New subscribers receive the maga-
zine one year, and the beautiful picture, The Way of Life, for $1.00.

To European subscribers the paper is sent at §1.10 a year.

The premium picture, The Way of Life, is sent to new subscribers.

Address, ADVENT TIDENDE, Battle Creck, Mich.

ADVENT HAROLDEN.

A SIXTEEN-PAGE SWEDISII RELIGIOUS MONTHLY.—PUB-
LISHED AT BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN.

Apvent HaroLpex is devoted to the proclamation of the second
coming of Christ, the explanation of Prophecy and Bible doctrines
in general, and the defense of the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus. Its family department is filled with instructive read-
inz, accompanied with beautiful illustrations, and also gives valaable
hints with reference to the preservation of health and the treatment
of disease.

TERMS, INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE,
TO AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN SUBSCRIBERS.

75 centa.
.75 cents

1 copy ene year
To new subscribers, with Way of Life as premium. ...

CLUBS TO BE USED FOR MISSIONARY PURPOSES.

b 50/10:COPIeN . Trrcivalosbibnlode s Si dddtinL L b 56 cents per copy.
10 Or INOre: . suinisienisossbicimatenisss ons sbbinisisisis ....40 cents per copy.
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.;

Or, ADVENT HAROLDEN, Battle Creek, Mich.

MAN’S NATURE AND DESTINY

Assorled Package No. 5. Price, 10¢.
Is Man Immortal—Thoughts for the Candid—End of
the Wicked—The Rich Man and Lazarus—Departing and
Being with Christ—DMilton on the State of the Dead.

OTHER WORKS ON MAN'S NATURE.

The Hope of the Gospel.—What is it, and when

will it be consummated?
Katter and Spirit.—An argument on the relation

of matter and spirit, and the dependence of thought

upon or, gamzatlon 66 pp..
History of the Doctrine cf ﬂxe Soul.—The belief

in its immortality traced among all races and peo-

ples to the present time. 186 pp., cloth........... 75¢

Address, Stens or THE TrMEes, Oakland, Cal.

I\EISCELLANEOUS TRACTS.

Assorted Package No. 6. Price, 25¢.

The Plan of Redemption—The Sufferings of Christ—
The Sanctuary of the Bible—Scripture References—The
Spirit of Prophecy—Spiritualism a Satanic De Insion—
Samuel and the Witch of Endor—The End of the Wicked

—The Twe Throues.

Address, SieNs oF THE Timzs, Oakland, Cal.

REATTER AND SPIRIT;
OR,
THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN THOUGHT.
By ELp. D. M. CANRIGHT.
A PHILOSOPHICAL argument on an important theme, indicated by

66 pp. Price, 10 centas.
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

s Litle,
Address,
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B&5~We send no papers from this office without pay in
advance, unless by special arrangement. When persons
receive copies without ordering them, they are sent by other
parties, and we can give no information in regard to them.
Persons thus receiving copies of the S1aNs are not indebted
to the office, and will not be called upon for pay. Please
read the papers and hand them to your friends to read.

Camp-Meetings for 1886.

INDIANA, Worthington, Green Co.,....... Aug. 3-10
VIRGINIA, Harrisonburg, 2 555 it ¥ 18-10
ARKANSAS, Springdale,................ ¥ 410
CALIFORNIA, Eureka, Humboldt Co...... “ 4-12
VERMONT, Vergennes,......o...eeeeeeeee . 10-17
OHI10, Mount Vernon, Knox Co......... “ 10-17
BXAR, - Midlothian,. . o: .5 0 otiaas vee. %1724
KANSAS, Osborne,....c.covveivenneennnnn “ 19-30
CALIFORNIA, Santa Barbara Co...Aug. 25 to Sept. 1
INEVEDA T S o S itats o e e ekttt Sept. 15-22
CALIFORN1A, Woodland, State meeting,. ...Oct. 6-19
CALIFORNIA, Santa Ana,.......... Oct. 28 to Nov. b

From Onarga, Ill., Elder A.O. Tait writes in a
private note: “Brother F.D. Starr and I are having
good meetings here. Nine have signed the cove-
nant, and others seem to be on the point of obey-
ing.”

A BROTHER in Boston, in a letter to the Signs
on a matter of business, says: “ We are having good
success in canvassing here. One of our canvassers
took orders for one hundred and forty dollars’ worth
of our publications in six days.” When a few peo-
ple have “a mind to work,” their zeal will more
than make up for their lack of numbers.

WE learn from the sales room of this office that
20,000 copies of “The Great Controversy,” Vol. 4,
have now been sold, and orders have been given for
the immediate printing of another edition of 5,000.
This is most encouraging. We know of no other
book whose general circulation will tell more for
the advancement of the truth than this book will.
The past has demonstrated that thousands are will-
ing to read it when they once learn of it. Shall we
not soon see mauny more canvassers engaged in the
work of carrying this book to these willing souls?

A cory of the Telegraph, a paper published in
one of the suburbs of Melbourne, has been re-
ceived. It contains an excellent report, nearly
a column in length, of a sermon by Elder Corliss
on the “United States the Marvel of Nations.”
We are rejoiced to see the favor with which
the truth is received in that country. The Lord
is surely hearing the prayers of his people. We
are thankful also for the good report from Elder
Israel, which appears on another page of this paper.
We hope that we may be favored with one by every
steamer.

A FEW sentences tell the whole story. Boston
Common is a great resort, and Rev. H. L. Hastings
improved the opportunity one Sunday to preach
there to the people. He had no license, and was
arrested. The Common is the place for a good deal
of amusement, but the city authorities thought they
must draw the line somewhere, so they drew it at
preaching. Mr. Hastings was placed in the prison-
er’s dock along with common “drunks.” They
were fined one dollar each; he was fined twenty
dollars. He applied for a license permitting him to
preach, but was refused. So he preached no more,
but on the next Sunday read on the Common three
chapters from the Bible. For this he was arrested,
fined forty dollars, and in default of payment, was
sent to jail, The liquor sellers have not been

molested. The Boston authorities know what is
most inimical to their interests. And yet some peo-
ple tell us that there is no danger of religious perse-
cution in this country. Boston takes great interest
in the evangelization of the heathen; who shall
evangelize Boston ?

SoME friend has kindly sent us copies of the St.
Louis Republican containing articles on the Sab-
bath question. That paper has for several weeks
published in its Sunday edition what is popularly
termed a “symposium” on that subject. In each
issue, nearly a page is devoted to short articles from
leading citizens, giving their respective views con-
cerning the Sabbath. Of course many erroneous
ideas are thus put forth, but we rejoice that the
Republican is doing so good a work in agitating
the matter. When facts like the following are pub-
lished by one who is friendly to the Sunday cause,
some good must result:—

“It may therefore be accepted as a historical fact
that for nearly 300 years the first day of the week
was not regarded as a Sabbath. In the middle of
the fourth century, the council of Laodicea, repeat-
ing previous injunctions that Christians should not
Judaize by observing the Mosaic Sabbath day, went
on to advise them ‘rather, if they could,” to abstain
from labor on the Lord’s day. ™This is the earliest
extant legislation of the Christian church upon the
subject of Sunday observance.”

Our “International Notes” are exceptionally
full this week, and the only apology we would offer
is that they are exceptionally good. Before Geth-
semane, there is no more striking scene than that of
Christ riding into Jerusalem. It is the one instance
in his life when he allowed the multitudes to have
full sway in their demonstrations of honor to him.
We are certain that in all the notes on the lesson
that shall be published, there will be found none
that, in loftiness of conception, in grandeur of de-
scription, in purity of devotion, and soundness of
exposition, can surpass those which we offer to-day.

SPEAKING of the recent action taken by the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company in discontinuing
Sunday trains, the Congregationalist says: “We
welcome this news from one of the great corporations
of the country, as the forerunner of a movement
that is sure to come, sooner or later, in the interest
not only of the workmen, but of the community as
a whole. Let every man who believes in Sunday as
a day of rest and worship, use all his influence on
the right side in this matter.” Yes; if they will
only use their influence on the right side, all will be
well.

Another “Feature” of Catholicism.

THE Catholic Mirror of June 26 contained a
glowing account of the wonderful eloquence of an
Italian priest, one Agostino di Monte Feltro, whose
pulpit efforts have exceeded in brilliancy those of
any other European pulpit orator for many years.
The great cathedral at Bologna was insufficient to
hold the audiences that thronged to hear him last
year; and this year his preaching in Pisa during
lent “ thrilled all Italy.” Saysthe Mirror: “Train
loads of people came from Florence, Leghorn, Lucca,
and even more distant points, simply to hear this
eloquent Franciscan.” After announcing his sub-
ject, “he would begin the swift utterance of a tor-
rent of brilliant sentences, glowing with poetic im-
agery, powerful with argumentative strength, and
thrilling with magnetic earnestness, that never
slackened for an instant or halted for lack of a word
during the space of a full hour. Then suddenly he
stops, quickly disappears, effects his exit by a private
door,” and thus avoids the admiring throng who
would make a triumphal demonstration about him,

All this is very grand, but the Mirror does not
tell the whole story. The Congregationalist lets

| Toforeign countries, single subscriptions, post-paid, = - =

out the secret of his swift utterance which never
halted for lack of a word, by stating the fact that
his sermons were stolen bodily from Pére Giraurd,
and that a wicked Protestant has had the imperti-
nence to print the two lots of sermons in parallel
columns. Thus it appears that the eloquent priest
is only a good elocutionist, declaiming other men’s
thoughts. He had good reason for ending his ser-
mons so abruptly; he had got to the end of his
declamation, and had to stop. A peculiar part of
the narrative is that the Mirror which lauds his
eloquence is dated June 26, while the Congregation-
alist which announces the exposé is dated June 24,
two days earlier. This is peculiar, but not strange;
for “pious” frauds were the foundation of Catholi-
cism, and outrageous falsehoods and blasphemies
have formed the superstructure. It is not probable
that the Mirror will ever learn that Padre Agostino
is a literary thief.,

THE following little extract and vigorous com-
ment are from the Christian at Work. We are
only sorry that “the trumpet call to repentance”
is heard in so few pulpits:—

“‘There is much reason to believe that this pres-
ent life is the most favorable opportunity for moral
renewal in Christ.

“The precious extract given above is from an
editorial page of the Andover Leview. *‘Much
reason to believe’! . . . <‘this present life the
most favorable opportunity’ for securing one’s sal-
vation ! Out upon such a bit of Satanic euphemism !
What a sharp and awlully suggestive contrast do
the words of the apostle present: ‘Now is the ac-
cepted time’—¢to-day if ye will hear his voice.
But instead we have a professedly Christian Review
issued by prolessedly Christian teachers putting
forth the milk-and-water declaration, ¢There is
much reason to believe that this present life is the
most favorable opportunity for moral renewal in
Christ.” Well, we should say it was; and our ad-
vice to the Andover Review is to issue no more
promises to pay, maturing in eternity, till it knows
that it can make them good. It is a profoundly
awful, a tragically perilous undertaking, this eu-
phemistic game of playing with the immortal inter-
ests of the soul. Andover was not established for
that sort of work. Yet just thatitis now doing. It
is certainly fortunate for the cause of vital religion
that a living gospel and the trumpet call to repent-
ance, such as John declared in the wilderness and
Jesussounded forth beside still Galilee, are preached
in the Christian pulpits of the land in a tone very
different from the melodious piping, the emasculated
euphemism, of the Andover Keview.”

Napa City and Calistoga.

WE closed our tent meeting in Napa, July 11. As
the result of this meeting, twelve persons have
promised to keep all “the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.” Three have been baptized,
and four have united with the church. We now
have the tent pitched in Calistoga, and held our
first meeting there last night, with an audience of
about seventy-five, which we consider quite good
for the first evening in this place.

W. M. HEALEY.
H. A. St. Jonn.
Calistoga, Cal., July 17.

“T HAVE seen an end of all perfection; but
thy commandment is exceeding broad.”

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR THE
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