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Glendale, Calif., Juns 12, 1961

DEQ;/Brother Figuhr,-

Naturally I hav: given much study to the situation hat h.s arisen by your unlawful

action o. suspending my credentials and calling a session to consider my case without

giving me due notice as provided in the Chruch Manuvals

It is a fundamental principlf justice that every member has a right to tbe heard in

his own defence, and to introduce ewidence and produce witnesses in his own behalf.

Yo crurch should vote t disfellowship a member under circumstances that deprive a

member, of this right if he choosed to exercise it., Due motice chould be riven by the

church, members o. intention to try their cases, thus giving them opsortunity to appear

in +hélr own behalf,"

Practically every provision of this you violated, and the fact that you knew the rule,

makes your violation most serious, I shzll ascertain prr—tiis—brtw how far members

of the offical group who voted, arec also responsible, I think they ares

I thceught at first +that the metter could be terminated by an apology on your part

ind the restoration o. my credentials; but as matters have ceveloped, this is no longer

posssible. Had you been ignorant of the rule, this might serve as mitigating cércum-

stances. But this was not the case. It appears to be a d-liberate attempt to ruin

me, by violating well known rules. This makes your action inexusable. It will be so

dealt with,

I get letted from all over the earth askin what really happened., T have avoided an-

swering them; but I shll do so no miMre., A mants rcputation is his life, and when

reputation is gone, life may as well go,

Most of the letter I receive are encouraging and profess coniidence in me and express

perplexity in rrgard to what ha: happened, ol what crime T have been guilty and why

the "trjmlt was held in secret and the defendant no notified nor present . A1l express

amazement of a trial bei pc held and a man condemned in his absemcq'where of course

it was impossible to make any defence. Two were clear that it was planned procedure
my

o ruin me, and that th staitement of wanting a hearing "On my own terms" is a clumsy

attempt to cover up somthing they ¢id not want the public to hear. In thit they are

correct. For at least three years I have be n wanting a hearing and have been denied

one, on the grounds as they thems-lves say that it " would onlﬁidd to the preseipt
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Discord." What has been done in e matter of a "trial®" is not only a crime but

a stn, and a grievous one, as it concerns the matter of a minister's reputation, as

ic pointed out to me in not a few of th letters I receive, They know that our officers

are supposed to be good men, and weculd not deprive a man ol his credentiaslks unless

very serious

there were very ggod grounds for it. Hence my sin must have beeen, perhaps morals

or defalcations. Thousands, marny thousands perhaps, will lose faith in m:z, in the

church, perbaps in God, and surely in the officers, all because a few men consider
authorized

themselves/to set aside the rules chat are given for the progmtection of the innocent,

T shall never wish to see any one suffer as my wife has suffered these last fe. weeks,

She is onc of God's chosen ones, a saint., God will surely call some to account for

th

m

suifering tiey hawe brought to innocent ones. What I h=ve gone th ough is not

to be compared to the thousands who have had their confidence in the ministry sadly
shaken, II Ancreasen has don: such awful things that they have flet clesr o suspend
his crecentials, and the thing was so bade that they even had a secret session

where he was not present, in whom then, can we have confidence? ;v children deeply
feel the cisgarce. As were the lepers of old, I am excluded from my place in the
pulpit. I eamot preach, I cannot pray, I cannot strp on the rostrum. I cannot
baptize, I cannot officiate tms the Lorg's supper., I cannot bury my sister in law
who died last week and whose funarel I attended, but as a pariah., Dic T suifer, and
thousands with me,because some offkcers pass an unjust sentence, and do not even
invité:tgvz;e occasion ? God will surely not let this pass. An¢ should I let it
pass and do nothing? IS I did not do my best to wipe this awful injustice from the
church, I could never look upon my face in the mirror any more, I would be a craven
cowa.rd,

Now, what can be done? The illegal suspension passed by men who never heard the
defence, must not only be retracted imt thc very rccord of it erased. Th t is Yo. 1.
There must be an apology published in the R: view , “irned by the prcsident on the

behalf of 11l the officers. The sentence has gone to all the world, anZ the correction
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must go as far, No. 3. Due considerationAgiven to the conduct of Elder Firuhr in
this case in view of the terrible consequences resulting from an illegal trial, conse-
qyences;has brought the denomination in disrepute .n< suffering an sorrow to untold
thousands. §KO. li. Just remuneration to Flder andreasen for the financil cost to which
he has b:een put. Ko.5. Vote of censure for the part of the officers in knowingly
transgrejs.gg@he rules and passing an illegal sentence in the defendant!sabsence.

No. b Consideration to what else can be done to reinstate Fld Abdreasens to the high
eateem in which he has bch held ‘or more than six{;%rsrtie must not go down to the grave

an outcast.

™, L.Andreasen



