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T H E  G O O D  SA M A R IT A N . 5°3

A  certain Samaritan, in his journey, came where the sufferer was, and 
when he saw him, he had compassion on him. He did not question 
whether the stranger was a Jew  or a Gentile. I f  a Jew, the Samaritan 
well knew that, were their condition reversed, the man would spit in his 
face, and pass him by with contempt. But he did not hesitate on 
account of this. He did not consider that he himself might be in 
danger of violence by tarrying in the place. It was enough that there 
was before him a human being in need and suffering. He took off his 
own garment with which to cover him. The oil and wine provided for 
his own journey he used to heal and refresh the wounded man. He 
lifted him on his own beast, and moved slowly along with even pace, 
so that the stranger might not be jarred, and made to suffer increased 
pain. He brought him to an inn, and cared for him through the night, 
watching him tenderly. In the morning, as the sick man had improved, 
the Samaritan ventured to go on his way. But before doing this, he 
placed him in the care of the inn-keeper, paid the charges, and left a 
deposit for his benefit; and not satisfied even with this, he made provision 
for any further need, saying to the host, “ Take care of him; and what
soever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.”

The story ended, Jesus fixed His eyes upon the lawyer, in a glance 
that seemed to read his soul, and said, “ Which of these three, thinkest 
thou, proved neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers?” 1

The lawyer would not, even now, take the name Samaritan upon his 
lips, and he made answer, “ He that showed mercy on him.” Jesus said, 
“ Go, and do thou likewise.”

Thus the question, “ Who is my neighbor?” is forever answered. 
Christ has shown that our neighbor does not mean merely one of the 
church or faith to which we belong. It has no reference to race, color, 
or class distinction. Our neighbor is every person who needs our help. 
Our neighbor is every soul who is wounded and bruised by the adversary. 
Our neighbor is every one who is the property of God.

In the story of the good Samaritan, Jesus gave a picture of Himself 
and His mission. Man had been deceived, bruised, robbed, and ruined 
by Satan, and left to perish; but the Saviour had compassion on our 
helpless condition. He left His glory, to come to our rescue. He 
found us ready to die, and He undertook our case. He healed our 
wounds. He covered us with His robe of righteousness. He opened 
to us a refuge of safety, and made complete provision for us at His own 
charges. He died to redeem us. Pointing to His own example, He

31
R. V.



5 ° 4 THE DESIRE OF AGES.

says to His followers, “ These things I command you, that ye love one 
another.” “ A s I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” 1

The lawyer’s question to Jesus had been, “ What shall I d o ?” And 
Jesus, recognizing love to God and man as the sum of righteousness, 
had said, “ This do, and thou shalt live.” The Samaritan had obeyed 
the dictates of a kind and loving heart, and in this had proved himself 
a doer of the law. Christ bade the lawyer, “ Go, and do thou likewise.” 
Doing, and not saying merely, is expected of the children of God. “ He 
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as 
H e walked.” 2

The lesson is no less needed in the world to-day than when it fell 
from the lips of Jesus. Selfishness and cold formality have well-nigh 
extinguished the fire of love, and dispelled the graces that should make 
fragrant the character. Many who profess His name have lost sight of 
the fact that Christians are to represent Christ. Unless there is practical 
self-sacrifice for the good of others, in the family circle, in the neighbor
hood, in the church, and wherever we may be, then whatever our 
profession, we are not Christians.

Christ has linked His interest with that of humanity, and He asks 
us to become one with Him for the saving o f humanity. “ Freely ye 
have received,” He says, “ freely give.” 3 Sin is the greatest of all evils, 
and it is ours to pity and help the sinner. There are many who err, 
and who feel their shame and their folly. They are hungry for words 
of encouragement. They look upon their mistakes and errors, until 
they are driven almost to desperation. These souls we are not to 
neglect. I f  we are Christians, we shall not pass by on the other side, 
keeping as far as possible from the very ones who most need our help. 
When we see human beings in distress, whether through affliction or 
through sin, we shall never say, This does not concern me.

“ Y e which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.” * 
B y  faith and prayer press back the power of the enemy. Speak words 
of faith and courage that will be as a healing balsam to the bruised and 
wounded one. Many, many, have fainted and become discouraged in 
the great struggle of life, when one word of kindly cheer would have 
strengthened them to overcome. Never should we pass by one suffering 
soul without seeking to impart to him of the comfort wherewith we are 
comforted of God.

A ll this is but a fulfilment of the principle of the law, —  the principle 
that is illustrated in the story of the good Samaritan, and made manifest 

Uohn 15:17; 13:34. 2i John 2:6. 3 Matt. 10:8. 4 Gal. 6:1.
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in the life of Jesus. His character reveals the true significance of the 
law, and shows what is meant by loving our neighbor as ourselves. 
And when the children of God manifest mercy, kindness, and love 
toward all men, they also are witnessing to the character of the statutes 
of heaven. They are bearing testimony to the fact that “ the law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 1 And whoever fails to manifest 
this love is breaking the law which he professes to revere. For the 
spirit we manifest toward our brethren, declares what is our spirit toward 
God. The love of God in the heart is the only spring of love toward 
our neighbor. “ I f  a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen?” Beloved, “ if we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us.” 2 

1 Ps. 19:7. 21 John 4:20, 12.



CHAPTER FIFTY-FIVE.

"OM E of the Pharisees had come to Jesus demanding “ when 
the kingdom of God should come.” More than three years 
had passed since John the Baptist gave the message that like 
a trumpet call had sounded through the land, “ The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 1 And as yet these Pharisees saw no 

indication of the establishment of the kingdom. Many of those who 
rejected John, and at every step had opposed Jesus, were insinuating that 
His mission had failed.

Jesus answered, “ The kingdom of God cometh not with outward 
show ;14 neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you.” The kingdom of God begins in the 
heart. Look not here or there for manifestations of earthly power to 
mark its coming.

“ The days will come,” He said, turning to His disciples, “ when ye 
shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 
see it.”  Because it is not attended by worldly pomp, you are in danger 
of failing to discern the glory o f M y mission. You do not realize how 
great is your present privilege in having among you, though veiled in 
humanity, Him who is the life and the light of men. The days will 
come when you will look back with longing upon the opportunities you 
now enjoy to walk and talk with the Son of God.

Because of their selfishness and earthliness, even the disciples of Jesus 
could not comprehend the spiritual glory which He sought to reveal unto 
them. It was not until after Christ’s ascension to His Father, and the

This chapter is based on Luke 17 120-22. ^ a tt. 3:2.  2 Margin.
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the believers, that the disciples fully 
appreciated the Saviour’s character and mission. After they had received 
the baptism of the Spirit, they began to realize that they had been in the 
very presence of the Lord of glory. As the sayings of Christ were
brought to their remembrance, their minds were opened to comprehend
the prophecies, and to understand the mifacles which He had wrought. 
The wonders of His life passed before them, and they were as men 
awakened from a dream. They realized that “ the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 1 Christ had
actually come from God to a sinful world to save the fallen sons and
daughters of Adam. The disciples now seemed, to themselves, of much 
less importance than before they realized this. They never wearied of 
rehearsing His words and works. His lessons, which they had but dimly 
understood, now came to them as a fresh revelation. The Scriptures 
became to them a new book.

A s the disciples searched the prophecies that testified of Christ, they 
were brought into fellowship with the Deity, and learned of Him who 
had ascended to heaven to complete the work He had begun on earth. 
They recognized the fact that in Him dwelt knowledge which no human 
being, unaided by divine agency, could comprehend. They needed the 
help of Him whom kings, prophets, and righteous men had foretold. 
With amazement they read and reread the prophetic delineations of His 
character and work. How dimly had they comprehended the prophetic 
scriptures; how slow they had been in taking in the great truths which 
testified of Christ. Looking upon Him in His humiliation, as He walked 
a man among men, they had not understood the mystery of His incar
nation, the dual character of His nature. Their eyes were holden, so 
that they did not fully recognize divinity in humanity. But after they 
were illuminated by the Holy Spirit, how they longed to see Him again, 
and to place themselves at His feet. How they wished that they might 
come to Him, and have Him explain the scriptures which they could not 
comprehend. How attentively would they listen to His wbrds. What 
had Christ meant when He said, “ I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now” ?2 How eager they were to know it 
all. They grieved that their faith had been so feeble, that their ideas 
had been so wide of the mark, that they had so failed of comprehending 
the reality.

A  herald had been sent from God to proclaim the coming of Christ, 

1 John 1:14. 2 John 16:12.
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and to call the attention of the Jewish nation and o f the world to His 
mission, that men might prepare for His reception. The wonderful 
personage whom John had announced had been among them for more 
than thirty years, and they had not really known Him as the One sent 
from God. Remorse took hold of the disciples because they had allowed 
the prevailing unbelief to leaven their opinions and becloud their under
standing. The Light of this dark world had been shining amid its gloom, 
and they had failed to comprehend whence were its beams. They asked 
themselves why they had pursued a course that made it necessary for 
Christ to reprove them. They often repeated His conversations, and 
said, W hy did we allow earthly considerations and the opposition of 
priests and rabbis to confuse our senses, so that we did not comprehend 
that a greater than Moses was among us, that One wiser than Solomon 
was instructing us? How dull were our ears! how feeble was our 
understanding!

Thomas would not believe until he had thrust his finger into the 
wound made by the Roman soldiers. Peter had denied Him in His 
humiliation and rejection. These painful remembrances came before 
them in distinct lines. They had been with Him, but they had not 
known or appreciated Him. But how these things now stirred their 
hearts as they recognized their unbelief!

A s priests and rulers combined against them, and they were brought 
before councils and thrust into prison, the followers of Christ rejoiced 
“ that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.” 1 They 
rejoiced to prove, before men and angels, that they recognized the glory 
o f Christ, and chose to follow Him at the loss of all things.

It is as true now as in apostolic days, that without the illumination 
o f the divine Spirit, humanity cannot discern the glory of Christ. The 
truth and the work of God are unappreciated by a world-loving and 
compromising Christianity. Not in the ways of ease, of earthly honor 
or worldly conformity, are the followers of the Master found. They 
are far in advance, in the paths of toil, and humiliation, and reproach, 
in the front of the battle “ against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.” 2 And now, as in Christ’s day, they 
are misunderstood and reproached and oppressed by the priests and 
Pharisees of their time.

The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. The gospel 
o f the grace of God, with its spirit of self-abnegation, can never be in 

• 1 Acts 5:41. 2Eph. 6:12, R. V.
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harmony with the spirit of the world. The two principles are antago
nistic. “ The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” 1

But to-day in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they 
believe, are working for the establishment of the kingdom of Christ as 
an earthly and temporal dominion. They desire to make our Lord the 
ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its courts and camps, 
its legislative halls, its palaces and market-places. They expect Him to 
rule through legal enactments, enforced by human authority. Since 
Christ is not now here in person, they themselves will undertake to act 
in His stead, to execute the laws of His kingdom. The establishment 
of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the days of Christ: 
They would have received Jesus, had H e been willing to establish a 
temporal dominion, to enforce what they regarded as the laws of God, 
and to make them the expositors of His will and the agents of His 
authority. But He said, “ My kingdom is not of this world.” 2 He would 
not accept the earthly throne.

The government under which Jesus lived was corrupt and oppressive; 
on every hand were crying abuses, —  extortion, intolerance, and grinding 
cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no civil reforms. He attacked no 
national abuses, nor condemned the national enemies. He did not interfere 
with the authority or administration of those in power. He who was 
our example kept aloof from earthly governments. Not because He 
was indifferent to the woes of men, but because the remedy did not lie 
in merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the cure must 
reach men individually, and must regenerate the heart.

Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, 
not by the patronage of worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ 
established, but by the implanting of Christ’s nature in humanity through 
the work of the H oly Spirit. “ As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His 
name; which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” 3 Here is the only power that can 
work the uplifting o f mankind. And the human agency for the accom
plishment of this work is the teaching and practising of the word of God.

When the apostle Paul began his ministry in Corinth, that populous, 
wealthy, and wicked city, polluted by the nameless vices of heathenism, 
he said, “ I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 

l i Cor. 2:14. 2John 18:36. 3John 1:12, 13.
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Christ, and Him crucified.” 1 Writing afterward to some o f those who 
had been corrupted by the foulest sins, he could say, “ But ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” “ I thank my God always 
on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ.” 2 

Now, as in Christ’s day, the work of God’s kingdom lies not with 
those who are clamoring for recognition and support by earthly rulers 
and human laws, but with those who are declaring to the people in His 
name those spiritual truths that will work in the receivers the experience 
of Paul: “ I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 3 Then they will labor as did Paul for the benefit 
of men. He said, “ Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.” 4

*i Cor. 2:2. 21 Cor. 6 :1 1 ;  1:4. 3 Gal. 2:20. *2 Cor. 5:20.



CHAPTER FIFTY-SIX.

JE SU S was ever a lover of children. He accepted their childish 
sympathy and their open, unaffected love. The grateful 
praise from their pure lips was music in His ears, and 
refreshed His spirit when oppressed by contact with crafty 
and hypocritical men. Wherever the Saviour went, the 

benignity of His countenance, and His gentle, kindly manner won the 
love and confidence of children.

Among the Jews it was customary for children to be brought to 
some rabbi, that he might lay his hands upon them in blessing; but 
the Saviour’s disciples thought His work too important to be interrupted 
in this way. When the mothers came to Him with their little ones, the 
disciples looked on them with disfavor. They thought these children 
too young to be benefited by a visit to Jesus, and concluded that H e 
would be displeased at their presence. But it was the disciples with 
whom He was displeased. The Saviour understood the care and burden 
of the mothers who were seeking to train their children according to 
the word of God. He had heard their prayers. He Himself had drawn 
them into His presence.

One mother with her child had left her home to find Jesus. On the 
way she told a neighbor her errand, and the neighbor wanted to have 
Jesus bless her children. Thus several mothers came together, with 
their little ones. Some of the children had passed beyond the years o f 
infancy to childhood and youth. When the mothers made known their 
desire, Jesus heard with sympathy the timid, tearful request. But H e

This chapter is based on Matt. 19 :13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17.
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waited to see how the disciples would treat them. When He saw 
them send the mothers away, thinking to do Him a favor, He showed 
them their error, saying, “ Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and 
forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.”  He took the 
children in His arms, He laid His hands upon them, and gave them 
the blessing for which they came.

The mothers were comforted. They returned to their homes 
strengthened and blessed by the words of Christ. They were encouraged 
to take up their burden with new cheerfulness, and to work hopefully 
for their children. The mothers of to-day are to receive* His words with 
the same faith. Christ is as verily a personal Saviour to-day as when 
He lived a man among men. He is as verily the helper of mothers 
to-day as when He gathered the little ones to His arms in Judea. The 
children o f our hearths are as much the purchase of His blood as were 
the children of long ago.

Jesus knows the burden of every mother’s heart. He who had a 
mother that struggled with poverty and privation, sympathizes with 
every mother in her labors. He who made a long journey in order to 
relieve the anxious heart of a Canaanite woman, will do as much for the 
mothers o f to-day. He who gave back to the widow of Nain her only 
son, and who in His agony upon the cross remembered His own mother, 
is touched to-day by the mother’s sorrow. In every grief and every 
need He will give comfort and help.

Let mothers come to Jesus with their perplexities. They will find 
grace sufficient to aid them in the management of their children. The 
gates are open for every mother who would lay her burdens at the 
Saviour’s feet. He who said, “ Suffer the little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not,” still invites the mothers to lead up their little 
ones to be blessed by Him. Even the babe in its mother’s arms may 
dwell as under the shadow of the Alm ighty through the faith of the 
praying mother. John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit from 
his birth. I f  we will live in communion with God, we too may expect 
the divine Spirit to mould our little ones, even from their earliest 
moments.

In the children who were brought in contact with Him, Jesus saw 
the men and women who should be heirs of His grace and subjects of 
His kingdom, and some of whom would become martyrs for His sake. 
He knew that these children would listen to Him and accept Him as 
their Redeemer far more readily than would grown-up people, many 
of whom were the worldly-wise and hard-hearted. In His teaching He
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came down to their level. He, the Majesty of heaven, did not disdain 
to answer their questions, and simplify His important lessons to meet their 
childish understanding. He planted in their minds the seeds of truth, 
which in after-years would spring up, and bear fruit unto eternal life.

It is still true that children are the most susceptible to the teachings 
of the gospel; their hearts are open to divine influences, and strong to 
retain the lessons received. The little children may be Christians, having 
an experience in. accordance with their years. They need to be educated 
in spiritual things, and parents should give them every advantage, that 
they may form characters after the similitude of the character of Christ.

Fathers and mothers should look upon their children as younger 
members of the Lord ’s family, committed to them to educate for heaven. 
The lessons that we ourselves learn from Christ we should give to our 
children, as the young minds can receive them, little by little opening to 
them the beauty of the principles of heaven. Thus the Christian home 
becomes a school, where the parents serve as under-teachers, while Christ 
Himself is the chief instructor.

In working for the conversion of our children, we should not look 
for violent emotion as the essential evidence of conviction of sin. Nor is 
it necessary to know the exact time when they are converted. We should 
teach them to bring their sins to Jesus, asking His forgiveness, and 
believing that He pardons and receives them as He received the children 
when He was personally on earth.

A s the mother teaches her children to obey her because they love 
her, she is teaching them the first lessons in the Christian life. The 
mother’s love represents to the child the love of Christ, and the little 
ones who trust and obey their mother, are learning to trust and obey the 
Saviour.

Jesus was the pattern for children, and He was also the father’s 
example. He spoke as one having authority, and His word was with 
power; yet in all His intercourse with rude and violent men He did not 
use one unkind or discourteous expression. The grace of Christ in the 
heart will impart a heaven-born dignity and sense of propriety. It will 
soften whatever is harsh, and subdue all that is coarse and unkind. It 
will lead fathers and mothers to treat their children as intelligent beings, 
as they themselves would like to be treated.

Parents, in the training of your children, study the lessons that God 
has given in nature. If you would train a pink, or rose, or lily, how 
would you do it? Ask the gardener by what process he makes every 
branch and leaf to flourish so beautifully, and to develop in symmetry
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and loveliness. He will tell you that it was by no rude touch, no violent 
effort; for this would only break the delicate stems. It was by little 
attentions, often repeated. He moistened the soil, and protected the 
growing plants from the fierce blasts and from the scorching sun, and 
God caused them to flourish and to blossom into loveliness. In dealing

with your children, follow the method of the 
gardener. B y  gentle touches, by loving min
istrations, seek to fashion their characters 
after the pattern of the character of Christ.

Encourage the expression of love toward 
God and toward one another. The reason 
why there are so many hard-hearted men and 
women in the world is that true affection 
has been regarded as weakness, and has been 
discouraged and repressed. The better na

ture of these persons 
was stifled in child
hood; and unless 
the light of divine 
love shall melt away 
their coldselfishness, 
their happiness will 
be forever ruined. 
I f  we wish our chil
dren to possess the 
tender spirit of Jesus, 
and the sympathy 
that angels manifest 
for us, we must en
courage the gener
ous, loving impulses 
of childhood.

Teach the children to see Christ in nature. Take them out into 
the open air, under the noble trees, into the garden; and in all the 
wonderful works of creation teach them to see an expression of His love. 
Teach them that He made the laws which govern all living things, that 
He has made laws for us, and that these laws are for our happiness 
and joy. Do not weary them with long prayers and tedious exhorta
tions, but through nature’s object-lessons teach them obedience to the 
law of God.

“ h e  moistened the soil, and protected the growing 
plants from the fierce blasts and from the scorching 
sun."
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A s you win their confidence in you as followers of Christ, it will be 
easy to teach them of the great love wherewith He has loved us. A s  
you try to make plain the truths of salvation, and point the children 
to Christ as a personal Saviour, angels will be by your side. The Lord 
will give to fathers and mothers grace to interest their little ones in the 
precious story of the Babe of Bethlehem, who is indeed the hope of 
the world.

When Jesus told the disciples not to forbid the children to come to 
Him, He was speaking to His followers in all ages, —  to officers of the 
church, to ministers, helpers, and all Christians. Jesus is drawing 
the children, and He bids us, “ Suffer them to com e;” as if He would 
say, They will come if you do not hinder them.

Let not your unchristlike character misrepresent Jesus. Do not 
keep the little ones away from Him by your coldness and harshness. 
Never give them cause to feel that heaven will not be a pleasant place 
to them if you are there. Do not speak of religion as something that 
children cannot understand, or act as if they were not expected to accept 
Christ in their childhood. Do not give them the false impression that 
the religion of Christ is a religion of gloom, and that in coming to the 
Saviour they must give up all that makes life joyful.

A s the Holy Spirit moves upon the hearts of the children, co-operate 
with His work. Teach them that the Saviour is calling them, that 
nothing can give Him greater jo y  than for them to give themselves to 
Him in the bloom and freshness of their years.

The Saviour regards with infinite tenderness the souls whom He has 
purchased with His own blood. They are the claim of His love. He 
looks upon them with unutterable longing. His heart is drawn out, not 
only to the best-behaved children, but to those who have by inheritance 
objectionable traits of character. Many parents do not understand how 
much they are responsible for these traits in their children. They have 
not the tenderness and wisdom to deal with the erring ones whom 
they have made what they are. But Jesus looks upon these children 
with pity. He traces from cause to effect. '

The Christian worker may be Christ’s agent in drawing these children 
to the Saviour. By wisdom and tact he may bind them to his heart, 
he may give them courage and hope, and through the grace of Christ 
may see them transformed in character, so that of them it may be said, 
“ Of such is the kingdom of God.”



CHAPTER FIFTY-SEVEN.

^ND when He was gone forth into the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to Him, and asked Him, Good Master, 
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”

The young man who asked this question was a ruler.
He had great possessions, and occupied a position of respon

sibility. He saw the love that Christ manifested toward the children 
brought to Him; he saw how tenderly He received them, and took 
them up in His arms, and his heart kindled with love for the Saviour. 
He felt a desire to be His disciple. He was so deeply moved that as 
Christ was going on His way, he ran after Him, and kneeling at His 
feet, asked with sincerity and earnestness the question so important to 
his soul and to the soul of every human being, “ Good Master, what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”

“ W hy callest thou Me good?”  said Christ, “ there is none good 
but one, that is, God.” Jesus desired to test the ruler’s sincerity, and 
to draw from him the way in which he regarded Him as good. Did 
he realize that the one to whom he was speaking was the Son of God? 
What was the true sentiment of his heart ?

This ruler had a high estimate of his own righteousness. He did not 
really suppose that he was defective in anything, yet he was not altogether 
satisfied. He felt the want of something that he did not possess. Could not 
Jesus bless him as He blessed the little children, and satisfy his soul-want?

In reply to this question Jesus told him that obedience to the com
mandments of God was necessary if he would obtain eternal life; and 
He quoted several of the commandments which show man’s duty to his 

This chapter is based on Matt. 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-22; Luke 18:18-23.
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fellow-men. The ruler’s answer was positive: “ A ll these things have I 
kept from my youth up. What lack I y e t? ”

Christ looked into the face of the young man, as if reading his life 
and searching his character. H e loved him, and He hungered to give 
him that peace and grace and joy which would materially change his 
character. “ One thing thou lackest,” He said; “ go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”

Christ was drawn to this young man. He knew him to be sincere in 
his assertion, “ All these things have I kept from my youth.” The R e
deemer longed to create in him that discernment which would enable him 
to see the necessity of heart devotion and Christian goodness. He longed 
to see in him a humble and contrite heart, conscious of the supreme 
love to be given to God, and hiding its lack in the perfection of Christ.

Jesus saw in this ruler just the help He needed if the young man 
would become a co-laborer with Him in the work of salvation. If he 
would place himself under Christ’s guidance, he would be a power for 
good. In a marked degree the ruler could have represented Christ; 
for he possessed qualifications, which, if he were united with the Saviour, 
would enable him to become a divine force among men. Christ, seeing 
into his character, loved him. Love for Christ was awakening in the 
ruler’s heart; for love begets love. Jesus longed to see him a co-worker 
with Him. He longed to make him like Himself, a mirror in which 
the likeness of God would be reflected. He longed to develop the 
excellence of his character, and sanctify it to the Master’s use. If 
the ruler had then given himself to Christ, he would have grown in the 
atmosphere of His presence. I f  he had made this choice, how different 
would have been his future.

“ One thing thou lackest,” Jesus said. “ I f  thou wilt be perfect, go 
and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven, and come and follow Me.”  Christ read the ruler’s 
heart. Only one thing he lacked, but that was a vital principle. He 
needed the love of God in the soul. This lack, unless supplied, would 
prove fatal to him; his whole nature would become corrupted. By 
indulgence, selfishness would strengthen. That he might receive the 
love of God, his supreme love o f self must be surrendered.

Christ gave this man a test. He called upon him to choose between 
the heavenly treasure and worldly greatness. The heavenly treasure 
was assured him if he would follow Christ. But self must yield; his 
will must be given into Christ’s control. The very holiness of God
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Thousands are passing through this ordeal, weighing Christ against the 
world; and many choose the world. Like the young ruler, they turn from 
the Saviour, saying in their hearts, I will not have this man as my leader.

Christ’s dealing with the young man is presented as an object-lesson. 
God has given us the rule of conduct which every one of His servants 
must follow. It is obedience to His law, not merely a legal obedience, 
but an obedience which enters into the life, and is exemplified in the 
character. God has set His own standard of character for all who 
would become subjects of His kingdom. Only those who will become 
co-workers with Christ, only those who will say, Lord, all I have and 
all I am is Thine, will be acknowledged as sons and daughters of God. 
A ll should consider what it means to desire heaven, and yet to turn 
away because of the conditions laid down: Think of what it means to 
say “ N o”  to Christ. The ruler said, No, I cannot give you all. Do we 
say the same? The Saviour offers to share with us the work God has 
given us to do. He offers to use the means God has given us, to carry 
forward His work in the world. Only in this way can He save us.

The ruler’s possessions were entrusted to him that he might prove 
himself a faithful steward; he was to dispense these goods for the 
blessing of those in need. So God now entrusts men with means, with 
talents and opportunities, that they may be His agents in helping the 
poor and the suffering. He who uses his entrusted gifts as God designs, 
becomes a co-worker with the Saviour. He wins souls to Christ, because 
he is a representative of His character.

To those who, like the young ruler, are in high positions of trust 
and have grpat possessions, it may seem too great a sacrifice to give up 
all in order to follow Christ. But this is the rule of conduct for all 
who would become His disciples. Nothing short of obedience can be 
accepted. Self-surrender is the substance of the teachings of Christ. 
Often it is presented and enjoined in language that seems authoritative, 
because there is no other way to save man than to cut away those 
things which, if entertained, will demoralize the whole being.

When Christ’s followers give back to the Lord His o\yn, they are 
accumulating treasure which will be given to them when they shall hear 
the words, “ Well done, good and faithful servant; . . . enter thou
into the joy  of thy Lord.” “ Who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne o f  God.” 1 The jo y  o f seeing souls redeemed, souls 
eternally saved, is the reward of all that put their feet in the footprints 
o f Him who said, “ Follow Me.”

3 - 1 Matt. 25:23; Heb. 12:2.



CHAPTER FIFTY-EIGHT.

ilMONG the most steadfast of Christ’s disciples was Lazarus 
of Bethany. From their first meeting his faith in Christ had 
been strong; his love for Him was deep, and he was greatly 
beloved by the Saviour. It was for Lazarus that the greatest 
of Christ’s miracles was performed. The Saviour blessed all 

who sought His help; He loves all the human family; but to some He 
is bound by peculiarly tender associations. His heart was knit by a 
strong bond of affection to the family at Bethany, and for one of them 
His most wonderful work was wrought.

A t the home of Lazarus, Jesus had often found rest. The Saviour 
had no home of His own; He was dependent on the hospitality of His 
friends and disciples; and often, when weary, thirsting for human fellow
ship, He had been glad to escape to this peaceful household, away 
from the suspicion and jealousy of the angry Pharisees. Here He found 
a sincere welcome, and pure, holy friendship. Here He could speak 
with simplicity and perfect freedom, knowing that His words would be 
understood and treasured.

Our Saviour appreciated a quiet home and interested listeners. He 
longed for human tenderness, courtesy, and affection. Those who received 
the heavenly instruction He was always ready to impart, were greatly 

This chapter is based on Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-44.
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blessed. A s the multitudes followed Christ through the open fields, 
He unfolded to them the beauties of the natural world. He sought to 
open the eyes of their understanding, that they might see how the hand 
of God upholds the world. In order to call out an appreciation of God’s 
goodness and benevolence, He called the attention of His hearers to the 
gently falling dew, to the soft showers of rain and the bright sunshine, 
given alike to good and evil. He desired men to realize more fully the 
regard that God bestows on the human instrumentalities He has created. 
But the multitudes were slow of hearing, and in the home at Bethany 
Christ found rest from the weary conflict of public life. Here He opened 
to an appreciative audience the volume of Providence. In these private 
interviews He unfolded to His hearers that which He did not attempt to 
tell to the mixed multitude. He needed not to speak to His friends 
in parables.

As Christ gave His wonderful lessons, Mary sat at His feet, a reverent 
and devoted listener. On one occasion, Martha, perplexed with the care 
of preparing the meal, went to Christ, saying, “ Lord, 3 ost Thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 
she help me.” This was the time of Christ’s first visit to Bethany. 
The Saviour and His disciples had just made the toilsome journey on foot 
from Jericho. Martha was anxious to provide for their comfort, and in 
her anxiety she forgot the courtesy due to her Guest. Jesus answered her 
with mild and patient words, “ Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things; but one thing is needful; and Mary hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” Mary 
was storing her mind with the precious words falling from the Saviour’s 
lips, words that were more precious to her than earth’s most costly jewels.

The “ one thing” that Martha needed was a calm, devotional spirit, 
a deeper anxiety for knowledge concerning the future, immortal life, and 
the graces necessary for spiritual advancement. She needed less anxiety 
for the things which pass away, and more for those things which endure 
forever. Jesus would teach His children to seize every opportunity of 
gaining that knowledge which will make them wise unto salvation. The 
cause of Christ needs careful, energetic workers. There is a wide field 
for the Marthas, with their zeal in active religious work. But let them 
first sit with Mary at the feet of Jesus. Let diligence, promptness, and 
energy be sanctified by the grace of Christ; then the life will be an 
unconquerable power for good.

Sorrow entered the peaceful home where Jesus had rested. Lazarus 
was stricken with sudden illness, and his sisters sent to the Saviour,
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saying, “ Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick.” They saw the 
violence of the disease that had seized their brother, but they knew that 
Christ had shown Himself able to heal all manner of diseases. They 
believed that He would sympathize with them in their distress; therefore 
they made no urgent demand for His immediate presence, but sent only 
the confiding message, “ He whom Thou lovest is sick.” They thought 
that He would immediately respond to their message, and be with them 
as soon as He could reach Bethany.

Anxiously they waited for a word from Jesus. A s long as the 
spark of life was yet alive in their brother, they prayed and watched 
for Jesus to come. But the messenger returned without Him. Yet he 
brought the message, “ This sickness is not unto death,” and they clung 
to the hope that Lazarus would live. Tenderly they tried to speak 
words of hope and encouragement to the almost unconscious sufferer. 
When Lazarus died, they were bitterly disappointed; but they felt the 
sustaining grace of Christ, and this kept them from reflecting any blame 
on the Saviour.

When Christ heard the message, the disciples thought He received 
it coldly. He did not manifest the sorrow they expected Him to show. 
Looking up to them, He said, “ This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.” 
F or two days He remained in the place where He was. This delay was 
a mystery to the disciples. What a comfort His presence would be to 
the afflicted household, they thought. His strong affection for the family 
at Bethany, was well known to the disciples, and they were surprised that 
He did not respond to the sad message, “ He whom Thou lovest is sick.”

During the two days Christ seemed to have dismissed the message 
from His mind; for He did not speak of Lazarus. The disciples thought 
of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. They had wondered why 
Jesus, with the power to perform wonderful miracles, had permitted John 
to languish in prison, and to die a violent death. Possessing such power, 
why did not Christ save John’s life? This question had often been 
asked by the Pharisees, who presented it as an unanswerable argument 
against Christ’s claim to be the Son of God. The Saviour had warned 
His disciples of trials, losses, and persecution. Would He forsake them 
in trial ? Some questioned if they had mistaken His mission. A ll were 
deeply troubled.

After waiting for two days, Jesus said to the disciples, “ Let us go 
into Judea again.”  The disciples questioned why, if Jesus were going 
to Judea, He had waited two days. But anxiety for Christ and for
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themselves was now uppermost in their minds. They could see nothing 
but danger in the course He was about to pursue. “ Master,” they 
said, “ the Jews of late sought to stone Thee; and goest Thou thither 
again? Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the d ay?” I am 
under the guidance o f My Father; as long as I do His will, My life is 
safe. My twelve hours of day are not yet ended. I have entered upon 
the last remnant of M y day; but while any of this remains, I am safe.

“ If any man walk in the day,” He continued, “ he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world.”  He who does the will of 
God, who walks in the path that God has marked out, cannot stumble 
and fall. The light o f God’s guiding Spirit gives Him a clear perception 
of his duty, and leads him aright till the close of his work. “ But if a 
man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.” 
He who walks in a path of his own choosing, where God has not called 
him, will stumble. F o r him day is turned into night, and wherever he 
may be, he is not secure.

“ These things said He: and after that He saith unto them, Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.” 
“ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” How touching the words! how full of 
sympathy! In the thought of the peril their Master was about to incur 
by going to Jerusalem, the disciples had almost forgotten the bereaved 
family at Bethany. But not so Christ. The disciples felt rebuked. 
They had been disappointed because Christ did not respond more 
promptly to the message. They had been tempted to think that He had 
not the tender love for Lazarus and his sisters that they had thought He 
had, or He would have hastened back with the messenger. But the words, 
“ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth,” awakened right feelings in their minds. 
They were convinced that Christ had not forgotten His suffering friends.

“  Then said His disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 
Howbeit Jesus spake o f his death: but they thought that He had spoken 
of taking of rest in sleep.” Christ represents death as a sleep to His 
believing children. Their life is hid with Christ in God, and until the 
last trump shall sound, those who die will sleep in Him. '

“ Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; 
nevertheless let us go unto him.”  Thomas could see nothing but death 
in store for his Master if he went to Judea; but he girded up his spirit, 
and said to the other disciples, “ Let us also go, that we may die with 
Him.” He knew the hatred of the Jew s toward Christ. It was their 
purpose to compass His death, but this purpose had not succeeded,
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because some of His allotted time still remained. During this time 
Jesus had the guardianship of heavenly angels; and even in the regions 
of Judea, where the rabbis were plotting how they might take Him and 
put Him to death, no harm could come to Him.

The disciples marveled at Christ’s words when He said, “ Lazarus is 
dead. And I am glad . . . that I was not there.”  Did the
Saviour by His own choice avoid the home of His suffering friends? 
Apparently Mary and Martha and the dying Lazarus were left alone. 
But they were not alone. Christ beheld the whole scene, and after the 
death of Lazarus the bereaved sisters were upheld by His grace. Jesus 
witnessed the sorrow of their rent hearts, as their brother wrestled with 
his strong foe, death. He felt every pang of anguish, as He said to His 
disciples, “ Lazarus is dead.” But Christ had not only the loved ones 
at Bethany to think o f; He had the training of His disciples to consider. 
They were to be His representatives to the world, that the Father’s 
blessing might embrace all. For their sake He permitted- Lazarus to 
die. Had He restored him from illness to health, the miracle that is the 
most positive evidence of His divine character, would not have been 
performed.

Had Christ been in the sick-room, Lazarus would not have died; for 
Satan would have had no power over him. Death could not have aimed 
his dart at Lazarus in the presence of the Life-giver. Therefore Christ 
remained away. He suffered the enemy to exercise his power, that He 
might drive him back, a conquered foe. He permitted Lazarus to pass 
under the dominion of death; and the suffering sisters saw their brother 
laid in the grave. Christ knew that as they looked on the dead face of 
their brother their faith in their Redeemer would be severely tried. But 
He knew that because of the struggle through which they were now 
passing, their faith would shine forth with far greater power. He suffered 
every pang of sorrow that they endured. He loved them no less because 
He tarried; but He knew that for them, for Lazarus, for Himself, and 
for His disciples, a victory was to be gained.

“ For your sakes,” “ to the intent ye may believe.” To all who are 
reaching out to feel the guiding hand of God, the moment of greatest 
discouragement is the time when divine help is nearest. They will look 
back with thankfulness upon the darkest part of their way. “ The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly.” 1 From every temptation and every 
trial He will bring them forth with firmer faith and a richer experience.

In delaying to come to Lazarus, Christ had a purpose of mercy

12 Peter 2 : 9.



LAZARUS, COME FORTH. 529

toward those who had not received Him. He tarried, that by raising 
Lazarus from the dead He might give to His stubborn, unbelieving 
people another evidence that He was indeed “ the resurrection and the 
life.”  He was loth to give up all hope of the people, the poor, wandering 
sheep of the. house of Israel. His heart was breaking because of their 
impenitence. In His mercy He purposed to give them one more evidence 
that He was the Restorer, the One who alone could bring life and immor
tality to light. This was to be an evidence that the priests could not 
misinterpret. This was the reason of His delay in going to Bethany. 
This crowning miracle, the raising o f Lazarus, was to set the seal of God 
on His work and on His claim to divinity.

On His journey to Bethany, Jesus, according to His custom, minis
tered to the sick and the needy. Upon reaching the town He sent a 
messenger to the sisters with the tidings of His arrival. Christ did not 
at once enter the house, but remained in a quiet place by the wayside. 
The great outward display observed by the Jews at the death of friends 
or relatives was not in harmony with the spirit of Christ. He heard the 
sound of wailing from the hired mourners, and He did not wish to meet 
the sisters in the scene of confusion. Among the mourning friends were 
relatives of the family, some of whom held high positions of responsibility 
in Jerusalem. Among these were some of Christ’s bitterest enemies. 
Christ knew their purposes, and therefore He did not at once make 
Himself known.

The message was given to Martha so quietly that others in the room 
did not hear. Absorbed in her grief, Mary did not hear the words. 
Rising at once, Martha went out to meet her Lord, but thinking that 
she had gone to the place where Lazarus was buried, Mary sat still 
in her sorrow, making no outcry.

Martha hastened to meet Jesus, her heart agitated by conflicting 
emotions. In His expressive face she read the same tenderness and 
love that had always been there. Her confidence in Him was unbroken, 
but she thought o f her dearly loved brother, whom Jesus also had loved. 
With grief surging in her heart because Christ had not come before, yet 
with hope that even now He would do something to comfort them, she 
said, “ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”  Over 
and over again, amid the tumult made by the mourners, the sisters had 
repeated these words.

With human and divine pity Jesus looked into her sorrowful, careworn 
face. Martha had no inclination to recount the past; all was expressed 
by the pathetic words, “ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had
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not died.”  But looking into that face of love, she added, “ I know, 
that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee.”

Jesus encouraged her faith, saying, “ Thy brother shall rise again.” 
His answer was not intended to inspire hope of an immediate change. He 
carried Martha’s thoughts beyond the present restoration of her brother, 
and fixed them upon the resurrection of the just. This He did that she 
might see in the resurrection of Lazarus a pledge of the resurrection of 
all the righteous dead, and an assurance that it would be accomplished 
by the Saviour’s power.

Martha answered, “ I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day.”

Still seeking to give a true direction to her faith, Jesus declared, “ I am 
the resurrection, and the life.” In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, 
underived. “ He that hath the Son hath life.” 1 The divinity of Christ 
is the believer’s assurance of eternal life. “ He that believeth in Me,” said 
Jesus, “ though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou th is?” Christ here 
looks forward to the time of His second coming. Then the righteous 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and the living righteous shall be 
translated to heaven without seeing death. The miracle which Christ 
was about to perform, in raising Lazarus from the dead, would represent 
the resurrection of all the righteous dead. B y His word and His works 
He declared Himself the Author of the resurrection. He who Himself 
was soon to die upon the cross, stood with the keys of death, a conqueror 
of the grave, and asserted His right and power to give eternal life.

To the Saviour’s words, “ Believest th ou?” Martha responded, “ Yea, 
Lord ; I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world.” She did not comprehend in all their significance 
the words spoken by Christ, but she confessed her faith in His divinity, 
and her confidence that He was able to perform whatever it pleased 
Him to do.

“ And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Maiy her 
sister, secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.” She 
delivered her message as quietly as possible; for the priests and rulers 
were prepared to arrest Jesus when opportunity offered. The cries of 
the mourners prevented her words from .being heard.

On hearing the message, Mary rose hastily, and with an eager look 
on her face left the room. Thinking that she had gone to the grave to 
weep, the mourners followed her. When she reached the place where

1 1 John 5 : 12.
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Jesus was waiting, she knelt at His feet, and said with quivering lips, 
“ Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”  The cries 
of the mourners were painful to her; for she longed for a few quiet words 
alone with Jesus. But she knew of the envy and jealousy cherished in 
the hearts of some present against Christ, and she was restrained from 
fully expressing her grief.

“ When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.” He 
read the hearts of all assembled. He saw that with many, what passed 
as a demonstration o f grief was only pretense. He knew that some in 
the company, now manifesting hypocritical sorrow, would ere long be 
planning the death, not only of the mighty miracle-worker, but of the 
one to be raised from the dead. Christ could have stripped from them 
their robe of pretended sorrow. But He restrained His righteous 
indignation. The words He could in all truth have spoken, He did 
not speak, because of the loved one kneeling at His feet in sorrow, who 
truly believed in Him.

“ Where have ye laid him ?”  He asked, “ They said unto Him, 
Lord, come and see.”  Together they proceeded to the grave. It was 
a mournful scene. Lazarus had been much beloved, and his sisters wept 
for him with breaking hearts, while those who had been his friends 
mingled their tears with those o f the bereaved sisters. In view of this 
human distress, and o f the fact that the afflicted friends could mourn 
over the dead while the Saviour o f the world stood by,—  “ Jesus wept.” 
Though He was the Son of God, yet He had taken human nature upon 
Him, and He was moved by human sorrow. His tender, pitying heart 
is ever awakened to sympathy by suffering. He weeps with those that 
weep, and rejoices with those that rejoice.

But it was not only because o f His human sympathy with Mary and 
Martha that Jesus wept. In His tears there was a sorrow as high above 
human sorrow as the heavens are higher than the earth. Christ did not 
weep for Lazarus; for He was about to call him from the grave. He 
wept because many of those now mourning" for Lazarus woufd soon plan 
the death of Him who was the resurrection and the life. But how 
unable were the unbelieving Jews rightly to interpret His tears! Some, 
who could see nothing more than the outward circumstances of the 
scene before Him as a cause for His grief, said softly, “ Behold how He 
loved him.” Others, seeking to drop the seed of unbelief into the 
hearts of those present, said derisively, “ Could not this man, which 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not
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have died?” If it were in Christ’s power to save Lazarus, why then 
did He suffer him to die?

With prophetic eye Christ saw the enmity of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees. He knew that they were premeditating His death. He 
knew that some of those now apparently so sympathetic would soon 
close against themselves the door of hope and the gates of the city of 
God. A  scene was about to take place, in His humiliation and cruci
fixion, that would result in the destruction of Jerusalem, and at that 
time none would make lamentation for the dead. The retribution that 
was coming upon Jerusalem was plainly portrayed before Him. He 
saw Jerusalem compassed by the Roman legions. He knew that many 
now weeping for Lazarus would die in the siege of the city, and in their 
death there would be no hope.

It was not only because of the scene before Him that Christ wept. 
The weight of the grief of ages was upon Him. He saw the terrible 
effects of the transgression of God’s law. He saw that ir* the history 
of the world, beginning with the death of Abel, the conflict between 
good and evil had been unceasing. Looking down the years to come, 
He saw the suffering and sorrow, tears and death, that were to be the 
lot of men. His heart was pierced with the pain of the human family 
of all ages and in all lands. The woes of the sinful race were heavy 
upon His soul, and the fountain of His tears was broken up as He 
longed to relieve all their distress.

“ Jesus therefore again groaning in Himself cometh to the grave.” 
Lazarus had been laid in a cave in a rock, and a massive stone had been 
placed before the entrance. “ Take ye away the stone,” Christ said. 
Thinking that He only wished to look upon the dead, Martha objected, 
saying that the body had been buried four days, and corruption had 
already begun its work. This statement, made before the raising of 
Lazarus, left no room for Christ’s enemies to say that a deception had 
been practised. In the past the Pharisees had circulated false statements 
regarding the most wonderful manifestations of the power of God. 
When Christ raised to life the daughter of Jairus, He had said, “ The 
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” 1 A s she had been sick only a short 
time, and was raised immediately after death, the Pharisees declared that 
the child had not been dead; that Christ Himself had said she was only 
asleep. They had tried to make it appear that Christ could not cure 
disease, that there was foul play about His miracles. But in this case, 
none could deny that Lazarus was dead.

1 Mark 5 : 39.
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When the Lord is about to do a work, Satan moves upon some one 
to object. “ Take ye away the stone,” Christ said. A s far as possible, 
prepare the way for M y work. But Martha’s positive and ambitious 
nature asserted itself. She was unwilling that the decomposing body 
should be brought to view. The human heart is slow to understand 
Christ’s words, and Martha’s faith had not grasped the true meaning of 
His promise.

Christ reproved Martha, but His words were spoken with the utmost 
gentleness. “ Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldst believe, thou 
shouldst see the glory of G od?”  Why should you doubt in regard 
to M y power? W hy reason in opposition to My requirements? You 
have My word. If you will believe, you shall see the glory of God. 
Natural impossibilities cannot prevent the work of the Omnipotent One. 
Skepticism and unbelief are not humility. Implicit belief in Christ’s 
word is true humility, true self-surrender.

“ Take ye  away the stone.”  Christ could have commanded the stone 
to remove, and it would have obeyed His voice. He could have bidden 
the angels who were close by His side to do this. A t His bidding, 
invisible hands would have removed the stone. But it was to be taken 
away by human hands. Thus Christ would show that humanity is to 
co-operate with divinity. What human power can do, divine power 
is not summoned to do. God does not dispense with man’s aid. He 
strengthens him, co-operating with him as he uses the powers and 
capabilities given him.

The command is obeyed. The stone is rolled away. Everything is 
done openly and deliberately. A ll are given a chance to see that no
deception is practised. There lies the body of Lazarus in its rocky 
grave, cold and silent in death. The cries of the mourners are hushed. 
Surprised and expectant, the company stand around the sepulcher, waiting 
to see what is to follow.

Calmly Christ stands before the tomb. A  sacred solemnity rests 
upon all present. Christ steps closer to the sepulcher. Lifting His 
eyes to heaven, He says, “ Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard 
Me.” Not long before this, Christ’s enemies had accused Him of blas
phemy, and had taken up stones to cast at Him because He claimed to 
be the Son of God. They accused Him of performing miracles by the 
power of Satan. But here Christ claims God as His Father, and with 
perfect confidence declares that He is the Son of God.

In all that He did, Christ was co-operating with His Father. Ever 
He had been careful to make it evident that He did not work independ-
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ently; it was by faith and prayer that He wrought His miracles. Christ 
desired all to know His relationship with His Father. “ Father,” He 
said, “ I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me. And I knew that Thou 
hearest Me always; but because o f the people which stand by I said it, 
that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” Here the disciples and 
the people were to be given the most convincing evidence in regard 
to the relationship existing between Christ and God. They were to be 
shown that Christ’s claim was not a deception.

“ And when He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth.” His voice, clear and penetrating, pierces the ear of the 
dead. A s He speaks, divinity flashes through humanity. In His face, 
which is lighted up by the glory of God, the people see the assurance 
of His power. Every eye is fastened on the entrance to the cave. 
Every ear is bent to catch the slightest sound. With intense and painful 
interest all wait for the test of Christ’s divinity, the evidence that is 
to substantiate His claim to be the Son of God, or to extinguish the 
hope forever.

There is a stir in the silent tomb, and he who was dead stands at 
the door of the sepulcher. His movements are impeded by the grave 
clothes in which he was laid away, and Christ says to the astonished 
spectators, “ Loose him, and let him go.” Again they are shown that 
the human worker is to co-operate with God. Humanity is to work for 
humanity. Lazarus is set free, and stands before the company, not as 
one emaciated from disease, and with feeble, tottering limbs, but as a 
man in the prime of life, and in the vigor of a noble manhood. His 
eyes beam with intelligence and with love for his Saviour. He casts 
himself in adoration at the feet of Jesus.

The beholders are at first speechless with amazement. Then there 
follows an inexpressible scene of rejoicing and thanksgiving. The sisters 
receive their brother back to life as the gift of God, and with joyful tears 
they brokenly express their thanks to the Saviour. But while brother, 
sisters, and friends are rejoicing in this reunion, Jesus withdraws from 
the scene. When they look for the Life-giver, He is not to be found.



CHAPTER FIFTY-NINE,

E T H A N Y  was so near Jerusalem that the news of the raising 
of Lazarus was soon carried to the city. Through spies who 
had witnessed the miracle the Jewish rulers were speedily in 
possession of the facts. A  meeting of the Sanhedrim was 
at once called to decide as to what should be done. Christ 

had now fully made manifest His control of death and the grave. That 
mighty miracle was the crowning evidence offered by God to men that 
He had sent His Son into the world for their salvation. It was a 
demonstration of divine power sufficient to convince every mind that 
was under the control of reason and enlightened conscience. Many who 
witnessed the resurrection o f Lazarus were led to believe on Jesus. But 
the hatred of the priests against Him was intensified. They had rejected 
all lesser evidence of His divinity, and they were only enraged at this 
new miracle. The dead had been raised in the full light of day, and 
before a crowd of witnesses. No artifice could explain away such 
evidence. For this very reason the enmity of the priests grew deadlier. 
They were more than ever determined to put a stop to Christ’s work.

The Sadducees, though, not favorable to Christ, had not been so full 
of malignity toward Him as were the Pharisees. Their hatred had not 
been so bitter. But they were now thoroughly alarmed. They did 
not believe in a resurrection of the dead. Producing so-called science, 
they had reasoned that it would be an impossibility for a dead body to 
be brought to life. But by a few words from Christ their theory had 

This chapter is based on John 11:47-54.
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been overthrown. They were shown to be ignorant both of the Scriptures 
and of the power of God. They could see no possibility of removing the 
impression made on the people by the miracle. How could men be 
turned away from Him who had prevailed to rob the grave o f its dead? 
Lying reports were put in circulation, but the miracle could not be 
denied, and how to counteract its effect they knew not. Thus far the 
Sadducees had not encouraged the plan of putting Christ to death. But 
after the resurrection of Lazarus they decided that only by His death 
could His fearless denunciations against them be stopped.

The Pharisees believed in the resurrection, and they could not but 
see that this miracle was an evidence that the Messiah was among them. 
But they had ever opposed Christ’s work. From the first they had 
hated Him because He had exposed their hypocritical pretensions. He 
had torn aside the cloak of rigorous rites under which their moral 
deformity was hidden. The pure religion that He taught had condemned 
their hollow professions of piety. They thirsted to be revenged upon 
Him for His pointed rebukes. They had tried to provoke Him to say or 
do something that would give them occasion to condemn Him. Several 
times they had attempted to stone Him, but He had quietly withdrawn, 
and they had lost sight of Him.

The miracles He performed on the Sabbath were all for the relief of 
the afflicted, but the Pharisees had sought to condemn Him as a Sabbath- 
breaker. They had tried to arouse the Herodians against Him. They 
represented that He was seeking to set up a rival kingdom, and consulted 
with them how to destroy Him. To excite the Romans against Him, 
they had represented Him as trying to subvert their authority. They 
had tried every pretext to cut Him off from influencing the people. But 
so far their attempts had been foiled. The multitudes who witnessed 
His works of mercy and heard His pure and holy teachings knew that 
these were not the deeds and words of a Sabbath-breaker or blasphemer. 
Even the officers sent by the Pharisees had been so influenced by His 
words that they could not lay hands on Him. In desperation the Jews 
had finally passed an edict that any man who professed faith in Jesus, 
should be cast out of the synagogue.

So, as the priests, the rulers, and the elders gathered for consultation, 
it was their fixed determination to silence Him who did such marvelous 
works that all men wondered. Pharisees and Sadducees were more 
nearly united than ever before. Divided hitherto, they became one 
in their opposition to Christ. Nicodemus and Joseph had, in former 
councils, prevented the condemnation of Jesus, and for this reason they



P R IE ST L Y  P L O T T IN G S. 539

were not now summoned. There were present at the council other 
influential men who believed on Jesus, but their influence prevailed 
nothing against that of the malignant Pharisees.

Yet the members of the council were not all agreed. The Sanhedrim 
was not at this time a legal assembly. It existed only by tolerance. 
Some of its number questioned the wisdom of putting Christ to death. 
They feared that this would excite an insurrection among the people, 
causing the Romans to withhold further favors from the priesthood, and 
to take from them the power they still held. The Sadducees were 
united in their hatred of Christ, yet they were inclined to be cautious 
in their movements, fearing that the Romans would deprive them of 
their high standing.

In this council, assembled to plan the death of Christ, the Witness was 
present who heard the boastful words of Nebuchadnezzar, who witnessed 
the idolatrous feast of Belshazzar, who was present when Christ in 
Nazareth announced Himself the Anointed One. This Witness was now 
impressing the rulers with the work they were doing. Events in the 
life of Christ rose up before them with a distinctness that alarmed them. 
They remembered the scene in the temple, when Jesus, then a child of 
twelve, stood before the learned doctors of the law, asking them questions 
at which they wondered. The miracle just performed bore witness that 
Jesus was none other than the Son of God. In their true significance, 
the Old Testament Scriptures regarding Christ flashed before their minds. 
Perplexed and troubled, the rulers asked, “ What do w e?” There was 
a division in the council. Under the impression of the Holy Spirit, the 
priests and rulers could not banish the conviction that they were fighting 
against God.

While the council was at the height of its perplexity, Caiaphas the 
high priest arose. Caiaphas was a proud and cruel man, overbearing 
and intolerant. Among his family connections were Sadducees, proud, 
bold, reckless, full of ambition and cruelty, which they hid under a cloak 
of pretended righteousness. Caiaphas had studied the prophecies, and 
although ignorant of their true meaning, he spoke with great authority 
and assurance: “ Y e know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedient 
for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation 
perish not.” Even if Jesus were innocent, urged the high priest, He 
must be put out of the way. He was troublesome, drawing the people 
to Himself, and lessening the authority o f the rulers. He was only 
one; it was better that He should die than that the authority of the 
rulers should be weakened. I f  the people were to lose confidence in
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their rulers, the national power would be destroyed. Caiaphas urged 
that after this miracle the followers of Jesus would likely rise in revolt. 
The Romans will then come, he said, and will close our temple, and 
abolish our laws, destroying us as a nation. What is the life of this 
Galilean worth in comparison with the life of the nation? I f  He stands 
in the way of Israel’s well-being, is it not doing God a service to remove 
Him ? Better that one man perish than that the whole nation be destroyed.

In declaring that one man should die for the nation, Caiaphas indicated 
that he had some knowledge of the prophecies, although it was very 
limited. But John, in his account of this scene, takes up the prophecy, 
and shows its broad and deep significance. He says, “ And not for that 
nation only, but that also He should gather together in one the children 
of God that were scattered abroad.” How blindly did the haughty 
Caiaphas acknowledge the Saviour’s mission !

On the lips of Caiaphas this most precious truth was turned into a 
lie. The policy he advocated was based on a principle borrowed from 
heathenism. Among the heathen, the dim consciousness that one was 
to die for the human race, had led to the offering of human sacrifices. 
So Caiaphas proposed by the sacrifice of Jesus to save the guilty nation, 
not from transgression, but in transgression, that they might continue in 
sin. And by his reasoning he thought to silence the remonstrances of 
those who might dare to say that as yet nothing worthy of death had 
been found in Jesus.

A t this council Christ’s enemies had been deeply convicted. The 
Holy Spirit had impressed their minds. But Satan strove to gain control 
of them. He urged upon their notice the grievances they had suffered 
on account of Christ. How little He had honored their righteousness. 
He presented a righteousness far greater, which all who would be children 
of God must possess. Taking no notice of their forms and ceremonies, 
He had encouraged sinners to go directly to God as a merciful Father, 
and make known their wants. Thus, in their opinion, He had set aside 
the priesthood. He had refused to acknowledge the theology o f the 
rabbinical schools. H e had exposed the evil practises of the priests, 
and had irreparably hurt their influence. He had injured the effect of 
their maxims and traditions, declaring that though they strictly enforced 
the ritual law, they made void the law of God. A ll this Satan now 
brought to their minds.

Satan told them that in order to maintain their authority, they must 
put Jesus to death. This counsel they followed. The fact that they 
might lose the power they then exercised, was, they thought, sufficient






