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WHAT PLEASES GOD.
Witar God decrees, child of his love,
Take patiently, though it may prove
The storm that wrecks thy treasure here,
Be comforted ! thou needst not fear
What pleases God.

The wisest will is God’s own will;

Rest on this anchor, and be still ;

IFor peace around thy path shall flow,

When only wishing here below
What pleases God.

The truest heart is God’s own heart,

Which bids thy grief and fear depart;

Protecting, guiding, day and night,

The soul that weleomes here aright
What pleases

Gd.
Then let the crowd urmﬂd thee-seize
The joys that for a season please,
But willingly their paths forsake,
And for thy blessed portion take
What pleases God.

Thy heritage is safe in Heaven;
There shall the crown of joy be given ;
There shalt thou hear and see and know,
As thou couldst never here below
What pleases God. ”
—lerhardt.

BGeneral %\h’;ﬁlﬂtﬁ.

“YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE.”*
Bt
2 BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

“I‘ beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
hnl):, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world ; but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect will of God.”

IN the time of ancient Israel the priests
critically examined every offering that was
brought as a sacrifice. If any defect was
discovered in the animal presented for the
service of the sanctuary, it was refused, for the
Lord had commanded that the offering should
be “without blemish.” We are to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice to God; and
should we not seek to make the offering as
perfect as possible? God has given us every
i»nstrmr'ti(b)‘r_l_nv('ossnry for our physteal, mental,

*Sermon at Great Grimsby, Iénglnnd, Se];tén.)hcr 24, 1%66

and moral well-being, and it is the duty of
every one of us to bring our habits of life into
conformity with the divine standard, in every
particular.  Will the Lord be pleased with
anything less than the best we can offer?
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart.” all
your heart, you will desire to give him the

If you do love him with

best service of your life, and you will be con-
stantly seeking to bring every power of your
being into harmony with the laws that will
promote your ability to do his will. You
will not feel satisfied to present to your mer-
ciful heavenly Father an offering enfeebled

by indulgence of appetite and passion. You
will plead for divine help and healing. And

the grace of Christ will enable you to over-

come your perverted appetites, and begin a
work of reformation in your life. You are
not to the customs of the world.
“Be not conformed to this world; but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Every faculty of our being was given us
that we might render acceptable service to
our Maker. When, through sin, we perverted
the gifts of God, and sold our powers to the
prince of darkness, Christ paid a ransom for
us, even his own precious blood. “He died
for all, that they which live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves, but unto him
which died for them.” And shall we waste
the energies that he has ransomed at such in-
finite cost, by disregarding the laws of life
and morality?

Look at the world to-day. Misery and pain
exist on every side; and the heart grows sick,
beholding the untold suffering of humanity.
The dead and the dying are continually be-
fore our eyes; but we cannot charge this to
our heavenly Father. Man has brought this
upon himself through sinful disregard of the
laws of God. The most reckless habits are
formed and practiced by the world, in regard
to eating, drinking, and dressing. Suffering,
disease, and premature death follow in the
train of lawless, inconsiderate customs. In
these matters of vital importance, men and
women follow their impulses, without con-
sulting reason, or considering the experiences
of others. What a perverted appetite may
crave, that they must bave. Whatever the
fashion may be, that they must follow, no
matter how disastrous the result; but God

follow

would have us live in accordance with law, so
that, whether we eat or drink, or whatsocver
we do, we may glorify God and benefit our
fellow-men.

If we are the servants of Christ, we must
fight against the evils of this degenerate age.
While lawlessness of all kinds is sweeping
over our world ke a flood, we must take a
decided stand on the requirements of the Bi-
ble, or we shall be swept away into moral and
physical ruin.  We must have moral strength
to place ourselves, with firm determination,
in opposition to the iniquity that abounds, or
we shall be overcome. It is our privilege
to understand the laws of this wonderful
structure, the human habitation, that God
has given us. Mind and body should be pre-
served in the best possible state of health
that we may take up our work in the world.
I know that much can be done toward build-
ing up a good condition of health. I have
had five shocks of paralysis, and God, in his
mercy, has raised me up, to take my place in
the work he has given me to do, and to try to
benefit others by my experience. Light was
given me, and I saw the reason for my feeble
health. I was astonished that I had so long
remained in ignorance in regard to the laws
of life. My habits were out of harmony
with the conditions that are necessary to
health. My food had not been of a proper
kind to give vitality and strength to the sys-
tem. It was highly seasoned, and stimulat-
ing rather than nutritrous. The physicians
said that I might die at any time, and I re-
solved that if I died, I would die in attempt-
ing to correct my injurious habits of life. I
resolved to place myself on a platform of
strictest temperance. I did not use tea or
coffee or any kind of intoxicating wine or
liquor, so I did not have these habits to over-
come; but I had used flesh and spices, eating
hearty meals three times a day. I had to
educate myself to enjoy the simple, healthful
grains and fruits that God has provided for
the wants of man. But I found that all the
sacrifice T had to make was doubly repaid in
renewed health of body and mind. I had used
pepper and mustard in my diet; but these
should not be put into the human stomach.
The delicate membrane becomes inflamed,
the healthly tone of the stomach is lowered,
and the appetite is perverted, the taste loses
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its discernment, and the delicious flavors of
grains, vegetables, and fruits become insipid
and unpalatable.

I see that in this country wine and beer, as
well as tea and coffee, are placed upon your
tables. Could you realize the injurious effects
of these things, you would banish them from
your board. Luxurious living and the use of
wine and beer corrupt the blood, inflame the
passions, produce disease, and hasten you to
your graves.
The moral perception is blunted, and the
mind becomes incapable of distinguishing be-
tween right and wrong; the animal passions
are strengthened, and gain supremacy over
the intellectual and spiritual nature. _

This fact is illustrated in the case of Nadab
and Abihu. The Lord had kindled a sacred
fire, from which the priests were to take coals,
for the burning of incense before the Lord.
They were not to use strange fire in the serv-
ices of the sanctuary ; but, under the effects of
strong drink, the sons of Aaron lost all sense
of sacred things. They kindled their incense
from common fire, and disregarded the com-
mandment of God. The Lord did not ex-
cuse their sin because they had unfitted them-
selves for their sacred duties by indulgence in
drink. They were cut off from the congrega-
tion of Israel. God’s dealing with these trans-
gressors should be a warning to the children
of men to-day. You are to offer to God a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable. As
these intoxicants are used, the same effects
will follow as in the case of these priests of
Israel. The conscience will lose its sensibil-
ity to sin, and a process of hardening to in-
iquity will most certainly take place, till the
common and the sacred will lose all difference
of significance. :

I have been invited here and there to come
and take tea with certain families. I was
glad to have an opportunity to talk with these
friends; but I could not countenance their
hurtful practice of tea-drinking, I could not
partake of this beverage with them, or give
my influence to encourage this unnecessary
and injurious habit. After freely partaking,
the effects of tea-drinking may be discovered.
The face becomes flushed, the eyes brighten,
a new vigor is manifested, and the mind
seems unnaturally active. Tea is a stimu-
lant, and its exhilarating effects are neither
lasting nor beneficial. The same is true of
coffee. 1 have heard people declare that they
could not live without their coffee. They
were languid and dispirited, and were unfit
to take up the tasks of the day, but after
they had had their coffee they felt revived
and encouraged; but this feeling of strength’
was only due to the stimulant they had taken.
They were, in reality, just as unfit for their
tasks as before and had only spurred up their
flagging energies. When the influence of cof-
fee had passed away, they were left as much
in need of another cup as before they had
taken the first cup.

We want a work of reformation in our land.
There are thousands who can testify to the
benefits of discarding these luxuries, and
drinking from nature’s pure fountain, Why

The faculties are benumbed.

should we go to China and Japan for the prod-
ucts of a backward civilization? Why not
banish the narcotic bean and the poisonous
herb, and come into harmony with the sani-
tary laws of the Bible? If we are pursuing
a course of action that brings weakness upon
us, how can we present to God aholy offering,
a living sacrifice? We are required to love
God with all our hearts and our neighbor as
ourselves; but we are failing of this high re-
quirement, if we are unfitting ourselves by
hurtful habits for rendering acceptable service
to our Maker and to our fellow-men. How
can we think deeply and seriously on the
plan of salvation, if our minds are clouded,
our nerves unstrung, and our bodies full of
pain and disease? If we are knowingly trans-
gressing the laws of health, God cannot sus-
This
would only encourage us in wrong-doing. We
must put our feet in the path of righteous-
ness, and make all the efforts we can to walk
uprightly, and then we may appropriate the
rich promises, and we shall realize that we
are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation.

We must be fitting up for the society of
Heaven. We want to have a right to the tree
of life. We want to enter that city where
nothing that defileth shall ever come. Our
characters must reach the standard of holi-
ness.  Ivery thought and habit must be
brought into harmony with the will of God.
Jesus came to our world to be our Saviour
and example, and it is in his name alone,
that we may gain the victory over perverted
nature. He overcame in man’s behalf, and
through his grace we may become “ partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world through lust.”
He “suffered, being tempted” for forty days,
in the lonely wilderness, he endured fasting
and temptation that man might have help to
overcome the cravings of appetite, and live,
not by bread alone, “but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” He
stood in his integrity, a conqueror, and
through him the sons of Adam may also be
overcomers. Those who put their energies
against the sinful indulgence of appetite, will
have his divine aid and sympathy, and “he
that endureth unto the end shall be saved.”

bl

WRONG FELLOWSHIP.

tain and comfort us with his grace.

Frrrowsure  between faith and unbelief
must, sooner or later, be fatal to the former.
“I would thou wert either cold or hot,” has
a deep significance for us. Truth is truth,
and error is error. There the case beging and
ends. The blending of light and darkness
can at the best only produce twilight, not
noon. We may tamper with doubt, may
trifle with certainty, and we may succumb to
public opinion, but what will the end be?
Has the one great oracle spoken? Has it
spoken accurately and intelligibly ? If it has,
our only honest position is acceptance of its ut-
terances. Ivery revealed truth has a distinet
personal claim to be believed, however offen-
sive to the taste or spirit of the age,. We are

apt to forget that error is sin; that truth does
not reverse itself; that inspiration and non-in-
spiration are opposite poles admitting of no
medium; that infidelity ought not to cloak
itself under the name of candid inquiry; and
that candid inquiry should beware of being
landed in unbelief, perhaps, before it is aware.

There are some who are cowardly enough
to trifle with, or nibble at truth, but not bold
enough to fling it away. It would be well for
us to remember that not merely accepted
error, but undervalued truth, has often made
havoc of a church and shipwreck of a soul.
Much of the teaching of the present day is
not in the direction of certainty, and men feel
that to be tossed to and fro with curious spec-
ulations will make but'a poor life for them.
Meanwhile revelation remains to us, and,
when human thinkers have spent themselves,
it will re-assert its authority and power. The
cross still stands, and with it Jehovah’s eter-
nal purpose of grace—grace finding its way to
the sinner through the righteous channel
opened by the death of the divine Substitute.
— Horatius Bonar, D. D.

S S g

“WHAT . IS TRUTH?"”

Tris question, whether originally asked in
good faith or in derision, is of the utmost im-
portance to every one of us; and sooner or
later it will force itself upon our individual
attention.. We may feel that we do not care
to consider it now; but let us beware lest we
put it off till we have in our hearts no love
for the truth, and no disposition to seek after
it. The time is not far distant when all such
will be given over to “strong delusion, that
they should believeg lie,” 2 Thess. 2:11, 12.

This question, ‘mt is truth,” may be an-
swered very briefly: God’s word is truth. The
prophet Isaiah exclaims, © O Lord, thou art my
God; . . . thy counsels of old are faith-
fulness and truth.” The psalmist bears testi-
mony that the law of God is the truth; while
in his prayer to the Father, the Saviour says:
“Sanctify them through the truth; thy word
is truth.” The Scriptures warrant us, then, in
believing that all that God has spoken, or has
inspired men to write, is the truth, whether it be
in command or in revelation. There are prob-
ably few, comparatively, in so-called Chris-
tian lands who deny, in exelicit terms, that
the words of God are true; but in effect very
many do deny this very thing. “The carnal
mind is enmity against God ;” it is full of un-
belief and rebellion.  The wise man said, “ Lo,
this only have I found, that God hath made
man upright; but they have sought out many
inventions;” and in nothing have men shown
themselves more cunning and perverse than
in perverting the word of God, and in making
it of none effect by their traditions and theo-
ries.

The apostle tells us that “through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear;”
but men diseredit the simple, unvarnished
Bible account of creation and teach that the
worlds were formed of pre-existent matter!
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How long the matter had existed, and what
first brought it into existence, even the wisest
of them find themselves utterly unable to ex-
plain; the origin of matter is something of
which they are absolutely ignorant. But
believers in the word of God can reverently
say: “By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made.” “He spake and it was; he
commanded, and it stood fast.”

Men may try to reason out creation, but
they fail. They may attempt to comprehend
the Infinite, but they are invariably forced
to answer Zophar’s question in the negative:
“ Canst thou by searching find out God ? canst
thou find out the Almighty to perfection?”
It is true that “the heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament showeth his hand-
iwork;” yet now, as anciently, men esteem-
ing themselves wise become fools,” and wor-
ship and serve the creature more than the
Creator. Nature indeed tells us that there isa
God; but revelation alone teaches us what he
requires at our hands, and how we may ap-
proach and serve him acceptably.

“ Without faith,” we are told, “it is impossi-
ble to please” God; so all that come unto
him “must believe that he is, and that he is
the rewarder of all them that diligently seek
him.”  But how can we believe this unless we
believe the revelation which he has given us
of himself in both Old and New Testaments?
Thousands profess to believe that “God so
loved the world that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life,”
who cavil at and doubt some of the very state-
ments of the Old Testament which are in-
dorsed by Christ and his apostles.

Christ said, “ Before Abraham was, I am;”
he knew, therefore, of the truth or falsity of
the Old Testament scriptures; and yet he in-
dorsed the very things which are most doubted
to-day.

Take for instance the writings of Moses; no
part of the Bible has been more bitterly as-
sailed by infidels, or more weakly defended
by Christians, than has his account of the
creation, the flood, and the exode ; and yet no
part of the Scriptures was ever more heartily
indorsed by our Saviour, He even made belief
in the writings of Moses a test of faith, for he
said: “If they hear not Moses and the proph-
ets, neither will they be persuaded, though one
rose from the dead.” And again heplaces the
scal of truth upon the Mosaic narrative of the
flood when he says: “As the days of Noah
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be,” ete,

Thousands who profess the utmost faith in
Christ, and in the New Testament generally,
feel that they must apologize for Moses and
other Old Testament writers. They stop and
hesitate, and blush, and stammer if the days of
creation are spoken of, or if Joshua’s battle

" with the Amorites, when the day was length.-

ened, is mentioned, or if allusion is made to
the crossing of the Red Sea ; they are ashamed
to avow their belief in these things as the Sav-
1our did whom they profess to follow. Mul-
titudes profess to believe in an intelligent,
all-wise and all-powerful God, who rules the

universe, and yet they quail before the assaults
of infidelity, and too often tacitly admit that
after all God could not do the things which
the Bible tells us that he did do! They have
no real faith in God, and yet profess to believe
in his Son Jesus Christ! But how can such
persons have any real faith in Christ? for “if
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead.” Christ did rise from the dead, but
we know it only by faith, just as we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of
God; and if we doubt the account of creation,
of the fall, of the flood, and of the exode, how
can we believe the record that God has given
us of his Son?

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for;
the evidence of things not seen;” and that
which picks and chooses in the word of God,
and believes this and rejects that, is not faith.
The gift of God for the salvation of man, the
incarnation, and death of Christ, are the most
wonderful things recorded in all the Bible;
and he who believes or professes to believe
these things and refuses to believe the facts re-
corded in the Old Testament is surely gov-
erned by caprice rather than by reason. The
plan of salvation is so intimately connected

- with the creation, the garden, the fall, the flood,

and the exode that if they are not true, it is not
true.  'We must believe the record that God
has given us of these things, or else we can
have no real faith in the record that he has
given us of his Son Jesus Christ. If we rec-
ognize God as the intelligent Creator and
Ruler of the universe, we can easily believe
all that the Bible tells us of him, but if we re-
gard him as only the embodiment of laws over
which he himself has no control, how can we
have faith in him as the author of the plan of
redemption, the loving Father who gave his
Son to die for us? C. P. BoLLMAN.

->-&

“NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN.’

Our Lord was pleased with the candor, the
wisdom, the enthusiasm, of the young man’s
reply. It was his special tenderness, it was
his immense love, that he would never break
the bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax.
In his infinite holiness; in his heavenly inno-
cence, he did not loathe the leper’s touch or
the harlot’s tears. Though these scribes and
Pharisees would have embittered to the very
dregs any life less noble than his, he could
praise even his worst foes, and kindly and
gently said to the scribe, “Thou art not far
from the kingdom of Heaven.” To such a

nature as that of the scribe—a nature not un- %

generous, if very faulty; not unenlightened,
though much misled—how precious, how
healing, must these words have been! Oh,
let us not be so afraid of words of honest
praise and hearty encouragement! They re-
inspire the fading effort; they re-invigorate
the trembling arm; they fall like the dew of
heaven upon the fainting soul. ‘

The sunbeam touches the mouhtain, and
at its touch the heavy load of winter, which
the hurricane could not dislodge, melts and

slips insensibly away, and where but yester-
day was snow, to-day is green grass and gen-
tian flower. It is even so with words of sym-
pathy, which are so rare, alas! while they can
cheer or bless, but which, when they are
useless, fall thick and fast over the buried
dust. But Christ was not thus jealous of
making anyone a trifle happier. He knew
how to give needed encouragement and gen-
erous praise. “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jona;” “Behold an Israelite indeed;” “I have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel;”
“She hath done what she could;” “Thou art
not far from the kingdom of Heaven!”—such
are a few of Christ’s words of approval. It is
something to abstain from slander and cen-
goriousness, and the hard luxury of injustice;
something to be like that good man who
passed everything which he had to say of
others through the three sieves: Is it just?
Is it necessary? Is it kind? But it is more
to be like Christ, to be generous and cordial,
to have “the glow of sympathy” with “the
bloom of modesty,” not to be too vain to ap-
preciate, not to be too envious to help and
cheer.—Canon Farrar. :

THE SIMPLICITY OF THE WAY OF

SALVATION.

WneN the prophet Elisha told Naaman
how he could be cured of his leprosy, he was
slow to accept the offer, though he was fully
conscious of his disease. The remedy was
simply, “Wash and be clean.” This, how-
ever, did not please the leper; he expected to
be cured in some way corresponding to his
standing and importance. He looked for
some demonstration and personal attention
from Elisha himself. It appeared too simplé
a thing to Naaman to go and wash in Jordan
in order to be cleansed from his leprosy.
Thére was too little of show about it, not
enough of ostentation. This offended his
pride and he said, “Are not Abana and Phar-
par, rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Isracl? may I not wash in’ them
and be clean?” After all, is there not some
other way by which I may be cleansed, than
the one the prophet of Israel prescribes? So
cries the proud mind of the flesh.

This historic narrative suggests the chief ob-
struction in the way of many accepting the
remedy provided for their cleansing from the
leprosy of sin, viz., their pride. 1t is this pride
that takes offense at the simplicity of the gos-
pel mode. There is so little that appears
about it; an obscure, unwitnessed thing; there
is no special demonstration about it; no rec-
ognition of dignities; all so different from
what the proud heart craves.

Though the simplicity of the gospel is the
leading feature as giving offense, yet this feat-
ure is really the glory and power of the gos-
pel remedy. The power lies greatly in its
simplicity. St. Paul tells us that the gos-
pel of Christ is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth. If what
men need for salvation were such a strange,
intricate, and mysterious scheme that few
could comprehend, it would be shorn of much
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of its power. All can understand it who will.
The facts in the gospel, vital to its efficacy, are
intelligible as the words, “Go, wash, and be
clean.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” 4

Then, this so simple and intelligible remedy
is not remote. It is near. “The word is nigh
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart;
that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”

How feasible, too, is the gospel salvation;
practical to all who hear. There is no great
thing to be done, or by money and influence
procured to be done. The smallest in position,
and those who have nothing, stand an equal
chance with the mightiest and the most opu-
lent, because no great thing is to be done, no
price is to be paid. In the simplicity of the
gospel way of salvation, then, is its God-like
Jeature—Rev. H. C. Holloway, D. D.

oo

SIN THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW.

1. Wiar is sin, and how may it be known?

“Sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4.

“By the law is the knowledge of sin.”  Rom. 3:20.

2. If there were no law could there be any
sin?

“For where no law is, there is no transgression.”
Rom. 4:15.

3. What is the natural condition of all
men?

“The Lord looked down from Tleaven upon the
children of men, to see if there were any that did
understand, and secek God. They are all gone aside,
WA there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”
Ps. 14:2,3,

4. What does the apostle say of those who
claim that they have not sinned ?

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.”” 1 John 1:8.

5. What is the condition of sinners ?

For we ourselves also were sometime foolish,
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleas-
ures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating
one another.” Titus 3:3.

6. Whom do they serve?

“Ye are of your father, the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do.” John 8:44,

7. How does Satan gain such power over
man ?—Ie enters into the heart and instigates the
thoughts and actions. See Luke 22:3, 4.

8. What is the testimony of inspiration as
to the heart of man?

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and des-
perately wicked; who can know it?” Jer. 17 :9.

9. What does Christ declare proceeds from
the heart?

“For from within, out of the heart of men, pro-
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur({ers,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivious-
ness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all
these things come from within, and defile the man.”
Mark 7 :21-23.

10. What alone separates us from God?

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot
hear; but your iniquities have sef)arutcd between
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face
from you, that he will not hear.” Isa.59:1, 2.

11. What is said of the man who breaks
only one commandment ?

“Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet of-
fend in one point, he is guilty of all.” James 2:10.

12. Does every law involve a penalty ?—1t
i3 a legal aziom that a law without @ penally is of
no force.

13. What is the penalty for sin?

“For the wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23.
“The soul that sinneth it shall die.” KEze. 18:4.

14. Since all have sinned, what is the con-
dition of the world before God ?

“What things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law; that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty be-
for God.” Rom. 3:19.

15. Should a righteous man fall into sin,
will his former goodness avail him anything?

“But when the righteous turneth away from his
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth
according to all the abominations that the wicked
man doeth, shall helive? All his righteousness that
he hath done shall not be mentioned ; in his trespass
that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath
sinned, in them shall he die.” Eze. 18:24.

16. Is it not even worse with him than be-
fore?

“Tor if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world, through the knowledge of the Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning. For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness, than,
after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them.” 2 Peter 2:
20, 21.

17. Is there hope for the sinner if he turn
from his transgression ?

“Again, when the wicked man turneth away
from his wickedness that he hath committed, and
doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save
his soul alive.” Eze. 18:27.

“None of hig sing that he hath committed shall
be mentioned unto him; he hath done that which
is lawful and right; he shall surely live.” Xze. 33:
16.

18. What gracious words does the Lord ad-
dress to sinners?

“Cast away from you all your transgressions,
‘whereby ye have transgressed ; and make you a new
heart and a new spirit ; for why will ye die, O house
of Isracl? For I have no pleasure in the death of him
that dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore turn your-
selves, and live ye.” Eze. 18:31, 32.

19. Is it easy to break away from this
bondage of sin and live a holy life ?

“Tor I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing; for to will is present, with
me; but how to perform that which is good I find
not. For the good that I would, I do not; but the
evil which I would not, that T do.” Rom. 7:18, 19.

Is there a child of Adam striving after
holiness who has not had this experience?
Paul when beholding himself in the perfect
mirror of God’s holy law, realized his defects
and deformities of character, and exclaimed,
“0, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from this body of death?” Rom. 7:24,
margin.

20. In whom alone is victory?

“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 15:57.

Avausra W. IHEALp.
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MerE human speculations in religion have
no “Thus saith the Lord” attached to them.
What God says in his Word we can trust, and
we had better do so with the most absolute
and unquestioning exercise of faith. He who

gloes this will have very few questions to ask

beyond those which God himself has answered.
His mind will move quietly, serenely, and hap-
pily along the track of Bible thought.

Tur deepest joy comes to the soul, not from
external conquests, but from victories achieved
over self.

SearcH thine own heart. What paineth thee
In others, in thyself may be;
All dust is frail, all flesh is weak ;
Be thou the true one thou dost seek.
— Whittier.

“LEARN OF ME.”

Tur religion of Jesus Christ is not all po-
etry, neither does true piety evaporate in mere
sentimental gush; it means work, hard work.
Christ says, “Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me.” The yoke is an emblem of
work. When a pair of oxen are yoked up
they have a pretty good understanding that
some solid, steady work is required of them.
The Romans made their war-prisoners pass
under the yoke, to show that they had become
their slaves. This is what Paul regarded
himself when he accepted this yoke of Christ
—“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.” Not
only this, but he became a slave to every man
for Jesus’ sake. Says he, “I made myself a
servant unto all.” “I am debtor both to the
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the
wise, and to the unwise.” And when Paul says
he was a debtor he means he was their slave ;
and this is the position that every true Chris-
tian ought to take. A slave to those who
know not Jesus.

“ Learn of me.”

Jesus was a worker, he did
more work in a given time than any man on
the earth. Ie went about doing good. Trav-
el-stained and dusty, weary and footsore, he
went from city to city preaching the glad tid-
ings of salvation, and healing all those who
were sick ; occasionally taking a few moments’
rest during the heat of the day, in such wel-
come places as Jacob’s well, other times vainly
seeking solitude in the lonely mountains.
Even during the watches of the night his re-
tirement was disturbed by some anxious ques-
tioner, or the burden of his work was so heavy
upon him that he would spend the entire night
in prayer, and at the dawning of day again
commence his arduous labors. Surely the Son
of man had not where to lay his head. Badg-
ered by scribes and Pharisces, worried by cu-
rious questioners, and beset by crowds of suffer-
erg, he was under a continual strain of work for
fallen man. And shall those who claim to be
his followers stand by and merely desire to
feel happy and have a good time. The ques-
tion is, “What are we doing for Jesus?”
There’s a battle to be fought, souls to be
saved, the down-hearted to comfort, and the
fallen to raise. Then let us learn of our poor
weary Saviour, and take up our cross and
follow him. .

Another lesson that we learn of Jesus is
obedience. Love caused him to keep the law.
Says he, “I have kept my Father’s command-
ments, and abide in his love.” And those
who wish to have the love of Jesus must also
keep the commandments. Says he, “If ye
love e, keep my commandments,” for “if ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in
my love.” And the great apostle of love tells
us that “this s the love of God, that we keep
his commandments.” And when people claim
wonderful love for Jesus and are all the time
knowingly breaking his law, we know that
whatever they are, they are not Bible Chris-
tians, and that the ultra sanctification and
holiness that places them above obedience to
the requirements of God must be a deception
of the devil. Frank Hork.
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PETER’S EXPERIMENT.

“THERE seems,” as another says, “to have
been some ambition and vainglory in Peter.
Not only would he outdo the other disciples,
but like Jesus, he would walk on the water.”
Always impulsive, sanguine, and ready to run
risks, Peter thought he could do this, just as
afterwards he believed himself capable of
standing by his Master, even through false
accusation and death. He put his Lord to
the test by saying, “Lord, if it be thou, bid
me come unto thee on the water.” And
his Lord put him to the test by answering,
“Come.” ;

And Peter, so long as he looked straight to
Christ, and exercised lively, unfaltering faith,
was borne by a divine, miraculous power
safely upon the bosom of the sea. But when
his attention was distracted by the boisterous
roar of the elements—the wild, battling winds
and tumultuous waves, then his faith gave
out, and he begfn to sink. And Christ, de-
signing to show him his weakness, his need
of continued help from a higher power, his
folly in rashly forfeiting trust, and in under-
taking what was really the offspring of spirit-
ual vanity, allowed him to go partially down.

But when Peter, in terrible agony of soul
and now sincere, humble, contrite and beliey-
ing, uttered the great cry, “Lord, save me!”
Jesus stretched forth his hand immediately and
caught him. Christ does not delay in the
work of salvation. e answers the prayer of
faith as soon as it is uttered. But he wants
our faith to be full and complete. In all
fidelity, he rebuked Peter for doubting. It is
doubt that kills.—Prof. 7. 8. Doolittle, D. D.

PRAYERLESS PRAYERS.

Troven this may be a contradiction in
terms, it is not so in fact. There are millions
‘(‘)f what may properly be characterized as

prayerless prayers.” Such are all those
prayers that are mere form. All genuine
prayers proceed from the heart. There is a
real desire to obtain what is asked for.
There is a felt need of the blessing sought.
There is something of the earnestness of
Jacob, when he said: “I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me”  Often is God mocked
in prayer by “a solemn sound from a
thoughtless tongue.” There are the words of
prayer, but the thoughts are wandering, like
the fool’s eyes, to the ends of the earth.
There is no sense of God, to whom the
prayer is professedly addressed. The prayer
repeated by a parrot would be just as pleas-
ing to God, and even more go; for, in such g
case, there would be no mockery.

And those prayers are prayerless in which
nothing is asked for. Such was the prayer of
the Pharisee in the temple. IIis whole
prayer was taken up in thanking God that
%10 Wwas not as other men were, and in boast-
g of his good deeds. There was not a sin-
gle petition in the prayer. He had no felt
nf:ed, and he desired no supply. God was
displeased with him, whilst he looked with
favor upon the humble publican, whose

prayer, though more brief, was hearty and
sincere.

It is not surprising that so many prayers
are unanswered. It is not at all surprising
that they do not come up for a memorial
before God. It is not the expectation of
those that offer them that they will. When
they offer them, it is with no expectation
that they shall receive an answer, and they
look for none, nor are they disappointed that
it does not come. They would be surprised
were they to receive an answer. They did
not mean what they said. They had no.real
desire for what they asked. They had no
thought of what they were saying when they
prayed. Their words were but a “chattering
noise.” Their prayers were prayerless prayers.
—Christian at Work.

4o

SEEK THE SPIRIT’S GUIDANCE.

Jesus teaches that it is the work of the
Holy Spirit to lead men into all truth. Men
are more willing to discuss with each other
about truth than they are to ask for the guid-
ance of the Spirit. Ten people discuss thea-
ter-going to one who prays about it. There
is no trouble about guidance if only we want
to be guided. The trouble lies here—that
we want to lead, not to be guided. Thus we
fall into the ditch, and possibly lead someone
else there also. No one need miss the right
road for lack of light. But many miss it be-
cause they shut their eyes and go ahead. We
pity men physically blind, and put out our
own spiritual eyes, and refuse the healing
touch of the divine Spirit. Let it be under-
stood that God has made abundant provision
for our guidance in the smallest matters.

Our whole spiritual life and our eternal
welfare are utterly dependent on the work of
the Holy Spirit. We see then how solemn a
thing it is to “grieve” the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby we are “sealed,” and how suicidal a
thing it is to “quench” the Spirit. The world
of the lost is filled with spiritual suicides.
Were a suicidal mania to affect any town the
world would be filled with horror, yet this is
exactly what the angels see is happening
everywhere. To stop this and to restore life
is the work of the Holy Spirit.—A. F. Schaufler.

O~ Odo

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY.

Ir is well to cherish the sympathetic spirit
as we move among the bereaved and disap-
pointed of earth. Even though we may some-
times fail to receive one response to our sin-
cere outgoings of heart from the objects of our
sympathy, there is ample reward in that
which we ourselves gain. Prayer is more real
and effectual while the heart is kept tender in
this way. Our own sorrows are more easily
borne when wedose sight of ourselves in help-
ing others. The great Burden-bearer seems
nearer to us then, and the longing for a purer
clime, where sorrow and pain are unknown, is
deeper and richer. It is better to go to the
house of mourning than of feasting. The un-
regenerate heart may wonder that it is so, but
the children of God declare it to be a fact.

We doubt if anyone can come to fullness of
experience in divine things, who is unwilling
to engage in ministry for others walking in
shadows and in need of help.—N. Y. Chris-
tian. Advocate.

PRAYING FOR HOLINESS.

MEeN pray for holiness as if it were some-
thing apart from their every-day life, some-
thing that had nothing at all to do with their
conduct in their domestie, social, and business
relations. They sing, “Nearer, my God, to
thee,” with glowing fervor, but never think
that the prayer can be answered only by the
uplifting of their own lives to the plane of
God’s requirements. Iloliness is not a mere
sentiment, not a vague vision of glory over-
hanging us like a heavenly cloud, not a rapt-
ure or an ecstasy,' not something that God
sends down to wrap us like a garment in its
radiant folds. If being holy means anything
at all, it means being true, honest, upright,
pure, gentle, patient, kind, and unselfish. We
really have no more religion than we get into
our every-day practice. Wherein our devo-
tion is higher than our living, it counts for
nothing.— Morning Star.

Sbl>

WE cannot be too circumspect—too watch-
ful and careful in our conduct. In our life
Journey we are constantly exposed to seducing
influences—temptations to evil—which are
sometimes difficult to- resist and overcome.
The most exalted piety is no safeguard against
the assaults of the evil one. Even the Mas-
ter himself was cruelly assaulted by the
great adversary of souls. And we cannot
expect that in this regard the disciple shall
be above his Lord. Indeed, Christ assured
his diéciples, in regard to the opposition of
the world, “If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you.” Knowing our dan-
ger, we should be careful to guard against it.
If we are found off' our guard, we may at any
moment be overcome. Hence we are ex-
horted to watch and pray, lest we enter into
temptation. And it is said, “Let him that
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.”
He that would walk safely along a dangerous
road must walk cautiously and circumspectly.
If he does not, he is liable at any moment to
slip and fall. Remember, if you are a Chris-
tian, that you have many spiritual foes, and
that you “wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” Then be ever on your guard, lest
the adversary gain some advantages over
you. The strong arm of Christ is able to
deliver you, but you must constantly lean on
it for support. In his strength you will be
more than a match for every spiritual foe.

- -

AvrL cannot become great scholars, but all
may be wise unto salvation. All cannot ac-
quire wealth, but all may gain the unsearch-
able riches of Christ.

Briva ourselves tempted, let us be pitiful
and generous in judging athers.
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THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST. NO. 9.

Tue Christian at Work of February 18, 1886, con-
tained an original story so full of Spiritualist teach-
ing that one would think it was in a Spiritualist pa-
per, instead of an independent Presbyterian journal.
That the reader may get the full force of the article,
we quote quite largely from it. It opens thus:—

“‘Mamma, are you thinking of Jessie?’

“‘Yes, dear, she seems to be very near me to-
night.”

“Bertha drew a low stool to the window by mam-
ma’s side, and asked in hushed tones, ‘Do you in-
deed think that sister Jessie can sometimes be with
us in this room?’ :

“‘I cannot doubt it was the reply. Mamma’s
hand was laid caressingly and soothingly upon the
bowed head, for Bertha had not yet learned (alas,
how few in this weary world do learn!) the quiet
repose and steadfast hope of a_perfect faith.

“ After a moment’s silence Mrs. Grey continued:
‘I have been sitting here alone thinking of Jessie’s
life among the angels. How happy she must be in
her beautiful home! I often wonder in just what
way the hopes and aspirations, that made her earth
life so pure and true, are finding their perfect realiza-
tion in the unrestricted possibilities of spiritual life.”

“‘ But, mamma, what comfort do you find in that?’
cried Bertha. ‘I want her here; she was older and
8o much wiser and better than I, and she would
have helped me so much.

“‘But that is a selfish grief, dear Bertha; is it no
comfort to know that Jessie is safe and happy?
She knows how much you need her help, and can
guide you far more truly now, in her perfect knowl-
edge of the good and true, than she could have done
in her earthly existence.’

“‘But I cannot see her; I cannot hear her. How
can she help me now?’ and Bertha sobbed with the
unreasoning abandon of a grief that would not be
comforted.

“‘Be quiet, my child; Jessie does not wish you to

mourn for her in this rebellious way. It can be a
help to you always to think in what way your an-
gel sister would rejoice to have you think, and speak,
and act. If you seek to do those things that merit
her approval, you will surely feel her guiding power.
Jessie can both see and hear you; but her spirit is
released from its earthly fetters, because the loving
Father had need of her among the angels. We can-
not hear her voice, but we may feel the holy in-
fluence of her angelic presence; we cannot see her
face, but we may be cheered and comforted by the
thought that her bright spirit is near us, and’ that
she loves us with a love that is purer and holier
than earth-love, even as her life in its changed rela-
tions is purer and holier.
. “Bertha sobbed no more, but listened with eager
interest, while her mother talked to her of Heaven
and the angels. The gentle voice subdued the re-
bellious heart. The loving words of faith, submis-
sion, and steadfast hope lifted her thoughts from the
dark and narrow grave to the beauty and grandeur
of the Father’s ‘many mansions” Sitting in the
moonlight, with her mother’s hand clasped in hers,
a strange, sweet peace came upon her. Ier heart
was filled with an unspeakable joy, born of the
thought that Jessie—angel Jessie, might always be
unto her an invisible guardian, an intangible; 1oving
presence.”

Then follows an account of a dream that Bertha
had, in which she seemed to be dead and in the
spirit-land, with her sister Jessie and other spirits,
all told in the regular Spiritualist style. The story
closes thus:—

“Suddenly the scene faded from view. Inanother
instant Jessie also had vanished. She felt herself
sinking to earth again and was soon conscious of ly-
ing in her own bed without the pangs of disease.
She opened her eyes to find herself alone in the
gilence of night, awakened from a beautiful dream.
1ts calm influence entering her heart taught her that
death is indeed life; that God’s angels must far ex-
ceéd in beauty and power any dream-like concep-
tions of earth; and that unseen spirits—God’s mes-
sengers—may indeed be near us, if the heart be
kept pure and true, receiving their whispered coun-
sels and holy influence.”

Is this Spiritualism, or is it not? If it is not, can
anybody show us the genuine article? We affirm
that no more direct Spiritualist doctrine can be
found in any Spiritualist paper in the world. It is
not Spiritualism simply to the extent that it teaches
the intercourse of spirits of the dead with the living,
but it carries the thing to the logical conclusion of
utterly ignoring Christ. Notice how Bertha’s doubt
of the presence of her dead sister is given as evi-
dence that she had not learned “the quiet repose,
and the steadfast hope of a perfect faith.” A “per-
fect faith” in what? in Christ? Oh, no! a “perfect
faith” in the doctrine that her dead sister “might
always be unto her an invisible guardian, an intan-
gible, loving presence,” and that if she should do
the things that merited her sister’s approval, she
would always feel her guiding power. Thus the
people are taught by a professedly Christian journal
to put their trust in the dead, instead of in Christ.
Such teaching is not a single degree removed from
the ancestral worship of the Chinese, or the hero
worship of the ancient Greeks and Romans. When
people swallow down such teaching, what is there
that is opposed to the Bible, that we may not ex-
pect them to accept, if it coincides with their fancy ?

But we have some more “Christian” Spiritualism.
In an article commemorative of Dr. Daniel Curry,
in the N. Y. Christian Advocate of September 8, 1887,
Rev. J. Pullman, D. D,, said :—

“And heis gone! We are not to see him on the
Conference floor ever again! We are not to see that
white head among us, that noble white head, nor to
hear that peculiar, strident voice to which we have
listened all our lives! A And that face, that wonder-
ful face, with its deep-seeing eyes and beetling brows
and massive chin—a face as unique and startling in
its way as the face of Giotto’s Dante, but kind and
tender, and yet the hiding-place of thunder. ‘A soft,
ethereal soul looking out so stern, implacable, grim,
trenchant, as from imprisonment of thick-ribbed ice.

“But he is not gone. We will not say ‘Good-by’
to him. We will keep him among us still. Reserve
that seat in the front pew of the Conference. Let
the old place be kept sacred. He was not the man
to leave )lnis friends. In the thick battle, in the time
of danger or holy communion, in the solemn hour of
crisis, he will be there. ‘Are they not ministering
spirits?” No, thou art not gone from us, belove(‘i
friend, and we will love thee till Conference is con-
vened in the presence of the King.”

Just before Dr. Curry’s death, one of his Method-
ist brethren called upon him. As the visitor puts
it, it was “as he lay within sight of his triumph.” In
answer to a wish that he might live many years
longer, Dr. Curry said :—

“I had marked out in my mind that I might live
on till about eighty-five, perhaps; but when a man
has lived and worked till nearly seventy-eight, what
is left is not of much consequence. About the fut-
ure, as I wrote to Brother Smith, there are two
things. The first is, I have perfect confidence in
the general truth of Christianity (although I expect
my conceptions to be changed when I get over
there); and the second is, that I know that Christ
has taken my case in hand.”—Christian Advocate (N.
Y.), August 25, 1887. ’

Some people think it an impossibility that pro-
fessed Christians should ever as a body deny the
doctrine of Christ, which they now profess, and
which alone holds them to morality. But compare
the last two quotations. Dr. Pullman has said that
Dr. Curry is not gone, that he would not leave his
friends, and that in the thick battle, in the time of
danger, he will be there, occupying the front seat
which they reserve for him. They will probably not
be disappointed. Satan will be most likely to grat-
ify them with the sight of the form of their fallen
leader. But before he left, Dr. Curry gave notice
that he expected many of his conceptions to be
changed when he reached the home “over there.”
Therefore when Satan, or one of his angels, does ap-
pear to the Methodist Conference in the form of Dr.
Curry, and tells them, as Mr, Ravlin’s spirit frienls
did, that he has learned that his old views of the
Bible were all wrong, they will have their minds all
prepared to receive whatever he may give them in
their stead.

The Michigan Christian Advocate of September 1,
1887, contained an address delivered at the funeral of
Bishop Harris, in which the following occurs :—

“He is not dead—God’s saints don’t die; they only
change their modes and forms of life.”

At the funeral of Rev. Isracl Thrapp, August 29,
1887, Rev. A. S. Fisher delivered an address which
was printed in the Methodist Recorder of October 29,
1887, from which we take the following:—

“For more than fifty-six years he answered the
roll call of his Confergnce here on earth. He answers
now to another call, where the weary are at rest.
At rest, but not idle. He cannot be. It would not
be Israel Thrapp if he were idle. Ile was not idle
here, and he cannot be there. He will go, if bidden
to itinerate as a ministering spirit, and carry help
to some who are to be  heirs of salvation.””

Surely the Methodists stand in grand array on the
side of Spiritualism. w.
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NO “PERHAPS.”

Ix the first chapter of second Corinthians, verses
18-20, we find the following positive statements:
“But as God is true, our word toward you was not
yea and nay. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was preached among you by us, even by me
and Sylvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay,
but in him was yea. For all the promises of God in
him are yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of
God by us.”

In this fact alone can the sifiner find any confi-
dence in approaching to God. “Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,” is the sin-
ner’s only hope. It is not to taunt them, nor to
glory in disappointing them, that the gracious call
is given to men. “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money;
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and
milk without money and without price.” Isa.55:1.

Says Jesus, “Him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out” (John 6:37); and Paul says that “He
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him.” Heb. 7:25. And the same
apostle also says:—

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have
not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.” Heb. 4:14-16.

Again we read : “But without faith it is impossible
to please Him; for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6. Faith, then,
and boldness, are characteristics that the Lord wants
those to manifest who come to him. Our mind was
forcibly turned to this line of thought a few days
ago, by reading an old hymn, the first three stanzas
of which are as follows :—

‘““Come, humble sinner, in whose breast
A thousand thoughts revolve ;
Come, with your guilt and fear oppressed,
And make this last resolve :—

“T1'11 go to Jesus, tlm?mh my sins
Like mountains round me close ;
I know his courts, I'll enter in,
Whatever may oppose.

“Prostrate I'11 lie before his throne,
And there my guilt confess ;
I'11 tell him I’'m a wretch undone
Without his sovereign grace.”

That is good; no better resolve could possibly be
made; it is just what God wants every sinner to do.
He says:—

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near; let the wicked for-
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abun-
dantly pardon.” Isa.55:6, 7.

This is the language of positive assurance. What
then shall we say to the sentiment expressed in the
fourth stanza of the hymn above referred to? It

reads thus :—

“Perhaps he will admit my plea,
Perbaps will hear my prayer;
But if I perish, I will pray,
And perish only there.’

Such language might be excusable in one who
knew nothing of God; but uttered by one who has
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known God, or, rather, is known of God, it can be
regarded only as a libel upon God’s word. The
sinner is exhorted to resolve to throw himself pros-
trate before God, to confess his sing, and plead for
mercy, and then is “encouraged ” with the thought
that perhaps God will hear his prayer, and admit his
plea. Not in that manner does God encourage those
who are sick of sin. Says the bgloved disciple, “If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” 1Jobn1:9. He promises that he will “ have
mercy” upon and “abundantly pardon” those who
turn to him confessing and forsaking their sins.

There is no such thing as “perhaps” with God.
His promises to the penitent, and his threats to the
impenitent, are equally positive. “He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:16. To the
straying he says: “Then shall ye call upon me, and
ye shall go and pray unto me, axl I will hearken
unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when
ye shall search for me with all your heart.” Jer. 29:
12,13. Again he says: “I said not unto the'seed of
Jacob, Seek ye me in vain; T the Lord speak right-
eousness, I declare things that are right.” Tsa. 45:19.

Christ says: “Come unto me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I'will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.” Matt. 11:28, 29. There is no “ perhaps”
about this.

“God is love;” he has revealed himself to us as a
God that “delighteth in mercy.” The surety of this
is found in the fact that Jesus died for us. “God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:8.
And “he that spared not his own Son, but deliv-
ered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things?” Rom.8:32. “This
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners.” 1 Tim.1:15. Since he came for this express
purpose, how can there be any doubt about his re-
ceiving those who come humbly to him?

When Queen Esther was implored to go in before
Ahasuerus, to beg for the life of her people, she at
ﬁl:st refused, because it was death to go before him
WItpout being summoned; but finally she yielded,
saying: “Go, gather together all the Jows that are
present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither
eat nor drink three days, night or day; I also and

my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go'in
unto the king, which is n

and if T perish, T perigh.”

Ahasuerus (Xerxes) was a heathen king, and an
unreasonable despot. In going before him, the queen
took her life in her hand. But our God has held
out his scepter to us; he wants us to come, and en-
treats us to come. “As I live, saith the Lord, I have
no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel?” Xze.33:11.

We said that there is no such thing as rhaps”
with God. James says that with higm istir)leo varr)isw
bleness, neither shadow of turning.” Then those
who come to him, doubtful if they will receive what
they ask for, must displease him, because they re-
ﬂe'ct upon his truthfulness. That God is displeased
with the one who doubts, is evident from Hebh. 11 :6,
and also from the following words :—

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith,
nothing wavering; for he that wavereth is like a
Wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
Folr let not that man think that he shall receive any-
thing of the Lord.” James 1:5-7.

The man who thinks that “ perhaps” God will
hear his prayer, thinks that « perhaps” he will not;
such an one cannot ask in faith, nothing wavering’
and consequently cannot receive anything. The
only way to come is to come boldly. The violent
take the kingdom of Heaven by force.

One thought more. God is pleased to have us

ot according to the law;
EstHer 4:16.

come to him with confidence, because it shows that
we believe what he says; and his own glory depends
on the fulfillment of his promises. Says Paul: “But
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where-
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace
ye are saved) ; and hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, that in the ages to 'come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward
us, through Christ Jesus.”” Eph. 2:4-7. That is,
God intends to exhibit us throughout eternity, as
an evidence of the exceeding riches of his grace;
the souls that are saved will be an everlasting trophy
of his unchanging goodness; how then can it be im-
agined that he will not hear the prayer of the con-
trite soul, with whom he has said that he delights to
dwell?

Have you repented of your sins? do you hate
them, and long for a better life? Ilave you con-
fessed them? Then take the assurance of God’s
word as evidence that your sins are forgiven, and
that you are entitled to peace with God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Then you may say with the
prophet : “O Lord, I will praise thee; though thou
wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away,
and thou comfortest me. Behold, God is my salva-
tion; I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord
Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is be-
come my salvation.” TIsa.12:1, 2. w.

el

WAS THE REFORMATION A MISTAKE?

He who keeps his eyes open to observe the signs
of the times, cannot fail to note how rapidly Cathol-
icism is advancing, and how little opposition there
is to it on the part of professed Protestants. TLast
week we gave liberal extracts from the Independent
and the Christian at Work, in praise of the Pope, and
now we have something still more pronounced, from
the Christian Union of January 26. Following is a
large portion of the article, which is headed, “ An-
other Sign of the Times” :—

“Nothing shows more clearly the decay of old re-
ligious animosities than the fact that so little has
been heard of late of the old anti-Popery cry. . . .
The old and somewhat panicky feeling which Prot-
estants used to entertain toward the Pope and the
church has evidently passed away. If evidence of
this were needed, it would be found in the fact that
the President’s gift of a copy of the Constitution of
the United States to the Pope has for the most part
pasged unchallenged—has, indeed, been commended
as an act of courtesy, and as a sensible way of dis-
charging what was, under the circumstances, a matter
of national obligation ; for as the author of ‘Religio
Medici’ long ago suggested, the Pope is a tempo-
ral prince, and the amenities which are paid to
princes are due to him. In England, where
the anti-Popery feeling has been even more rabid
than in this country, an English nobleman of the
highest rank has recently conveyed to the Pope the
personal sympathy and good-will of the Queen, and
was instructed ‘to give expression to her feeling of
deep respect for the elevated character and Chris-
tian wisdom’ which the Supreme Pontiff has dis-

layed in his high position. ‘The temperate sagac-
ity,’ said the envoy, ‘ with which your Holiness has
corrected errors and differences, from which much
evil might otherwise have arisen, inspires her Maj-
esty with the earnest hope that life and health may
long be granted to you, and that your beneficent
actions may long be continued.””

After mentioning the events connected with the
Pope’s jubilee, and the brilliancy of the pontifical
mass in St. Peter’s, the editorial continues:—

“ Among the almost countless congratulations that
were received from all parts of the world, Protestant
good wishes and congratulations mingled with those
from Catholic sources. This is as it should be, and
marks the coming of the better age in which the bit-
ter and unchristian animosities of the past are disap-
pearing as the shadows at the dawn.

“One may hold Protestant convictions as reso-
lately as his fathers held them, and may oppose the
Catholic propaganda in Church and State with the
greatest zeal and earnestness, and still preserve to-
ward this church that attitude of Christian courtesy
which ought to be, although it never yet has been,
the c¢haracteristic of Christian peoples. It is not
impossible that the time may come when the old
antagonism of the Catholic and the Protestant may
appear insignificant in view of the deeper antago-
nisms which shall make them essentially one.

Thomas Carlyle declared that the real struggle in
every age is between the believer and the unbe-
liever, and it has seemed at times of late as if this
phrase might soon describe the practical issue of cer-
tain tendencies in modern socicty. Ior anarchism
and social disorder of the radical kind have their
roots in atheism, and it is quite possible that the
time may come when the real issue will be be-
tween the theist and the atheist; the man who be-
lieves in God, and order, and freedom, and rights
of person and property on the one side, and the
man who disbelieves in all these on the other side.
Whenever that time comes, the Protestant and the
Catholic will stand side by side in a common de-
fense of those common beliefs which have been their
mutual possessions these many centuries. Stranger
things have happened in history than such a change
of attitude as would be involved in the fellowship
of the Roman Catholic and the Protestant; and it is
well to remember in any event that the only Chris-
tian way to hold one’s convictions is to hold them
with charity and courtesy.”

Can anybody give a reason for this change in the
feeling of Protestants toward Catholicism? Was it
all just a senseless “ panicky feeling,” when the Wal-
denses and Abigenses used to tremble at the ap-
proach of the minions of the Pope? Was Luther’s
feeling toward the Pope nothing but jealousy ? Did
Huss and Jerome, and tens of thousands of others
whom we call martyrs,—did they commit suicide?
Was it foolish superstition on the part of the Lol-
lards, when they used every means in their power to
conceal their Bibles, so that the agents of the Pope
might not burn them? In short, must we say that
the Reformation was a mistake, and that the men
who stood so firmly for principle were nothing hut
cranks? If not, why should there be any change
in feeling towards Rome? She has not changed at
all. Leo XIII believes every dogma that the church
has ever put forth, and he believes that every one
of his predecessors in the Papal chair was infallible,
and could not do wrong. What is it, then, but that
he would do the same things if circumstances seemed
to make it necessary, and he had the power?

When we remember the record which Rome has
made, it is startling to read in an influential Protest-
ant journal that “the Pope is a temporal prince, and
the amenities which are paid to princes are due to
him.” And it is still more startling to learn that al-
most every nation is giving practical evidence of its
belief in this statement. Someone may say, “Oh, it
is not because they favor Catholicism; they do it
simply from political motives.” Of course; nations
and their rulers never take any steps except from
political motives; and the Roman Catholic Church
is simply a vast political machine, and therein lies
the danger from it. We have no fears that Protest-
ant America will ever turn Catholic in name; but
when Protestants cease to protest, they might as
well be Catholics. We hold that Protestantism to-
day ought to stand in the same relation to Catholi-
cism that it did in the days of the Reformation.
That does not mean that we should hate Catholics,
or that we should have any feelings toward them
other than those of Christian charity and courtesy;
but it does mean that we should protest against the -
principles and practices of the Church of Rome, and
not be dazzled by its display of wealth and power.

But the last paragraph of the Christian Union’s ar-
ticle should be read with care. What do we read?
“It is not impossible that the time may come when
the old antagonism of the Catholic and the¢ Protest-
ant may appear insignificant in view of the deeper
antagonism which shall make them essentially one.”
“Stranger things have happened in history than
such a change in attitude as would be involved
in the fellowship of the Roman Catholic and the
Protestant.” All we have to say is, Woe to the
Christainity that will be defended against atheism
by an alliance of Catholics and Protestants. It will
be a form of Christianity upon which the wrath of
God will fall. Isit not time for some to be erying
aloud and lifting up their voices like a trumpet?
In other words, is it not time for the rapid spread of
the Third Angel’'s Message, which is to the nine-
teenth century what Luther’s work was to the six-
teenth? w.

“0 arve thanks unto the Lord, for he is good.”
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SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

A cerray clergyman in California, “actuated by a
desire to be of service to the young men of our coun-
try,” has sent a series of questions to a number of
persons in the State, requesting answers to them.
He did not send us the questions, but we feel dis-
posed to answer them anyhow, as they are questions
which involve considerations that are of much im-
portance to society in general.

His first question is as follows:—

“1. Do you think the average young man in our
country as sturdy and well qualified to be useful to
self and country as were those of fifty years ago?”

No. The average young man is not as sturdy in
any sense, neither morally, mentally, nor physically;
therefore in the very nature of the case he is not as
well qualified to be useful to self and country as
were those of fifty years ago.

“2. If not, why not?”

Because the average young man of eighteen of to-
day is acquainted with more kinds of immorality,
and more of a kind, than the man of forty was fifty
years ago. And there is in the young men of to-day
more of an inclination to practice many kinds of im-
morality, than there was in those of fifty years agos
for the reason that all kinds of immorality are much
more popular than they were fifty years ago. There
is no need to particularize on this point, nor is it
necessary for anyone to have lived fifty years to
know full well that it is true.

Physically the young men of to-day are not as
sturdy as they were fifty years ago, because they are
much more intemperate, and at a much earlier age,
than were those of fifty years ago. To prove this
we need not go beyond the consideration of the one
item of tobacco-using. A good deal less than fifty
years ago the young man who used tobacco before
he was eighteen, was rather an exception; but now
the boy who does not use it before he is ten is rather
an exception. e uses it in its very worst form too,
that is, in the shape of cigarettes. There is no dis-
puting the fact at all that cigarette-smoking has the
very worst effect upon the heart, the brain, and the
nervous system. Nor is that all. The boy buys his
package of cigarettes, and finds in it lewd pictures,
and the cigarettes themselves are so “doctored” as
to excite the animal propensities in the direction
suggested by the lascivious picture. And thus not
only the physical but the moral powers are weak-
ened, and the very soul is defiled.

But even though they do not use tobacco in the
shape of cigarettes, though they use it in the form
of “the best Havana’s,” or in the form of “the best
plug,” the case is little, if any, better, as all of it,
whether in cigars, fine-cut, or plug, is so saturated
with opium, laudanum, rum, gin, cognac, champagne,
Piper Ieidseick, cascarilla, valerian, etc., etc., that it
is only an excitant to strong drink. Iere is a test
which it would be perfectly safe to apply, with the
assurance that the result would be against the young

.men of to-day. In proportion to population, there
are more young men and boys using tobacco to-day
than there were fifty years ago. But take the young
men of to-day who use tobacco, and compare them
with those who used tobacco fifty years ago, and it
will be found that these are not as sturdy as were
those. This is proved by the fact that within a few
years the authorities of the military and naval acad-
emies of the United States, have been compelled to
prohibit the use of tobacco in those institutions, be-
canse those who used it could not pass the course of
studies and come out such men as the Government
wants. No such thing was necessary fifty years ago.

These are some of the reasons why the young men
of to-day are not as sturdy as they were fifty years
ago, and therefore they are not as well qualified to be
useful to.self or country as were those of fifty years
ago.

“3. Do you think our educational system that best
fi:}lec:;l’l,ute(l to prepare our young men for success in

As a system of education which is within the prov-
ince of the State, when manual training shall have
been generally added to it, as it is now in some
States, we know not how it could be made better.

But 'this we say of our national educational system
in itself, and not of the manner of the working of the
system. TFor the way in which this system has been
run of late years, it is growing less eflicient every
day. There is too much system and too little educa-
tion; there is too much machinery and too little
work; too much eramming and too little training.
Children are put through the school system from
the lowest to the highest grade, about as a grist of
wheat is put through a mill, and when they come
out it is much as a mass of flour that has all the life
ground out of it—it appears all well enough, but it
is hard to make anything of it. They can, perhaps,
give correctly every rule in what is called English
grammar, and very likely can answer the most of
the questions under each rule, and wviolate the rule in
answering the questions. They can perhaps talk ad-
miringly of the beauties of Longfellow, or the, sup-
posed, elegance of Tennyson, while at the same time
they cannot spell many common words of every-day
usage. They have probably been graduated from
the High School, and may have passed through the
State Normal, and yet are unable to write correctly
twenty connected lines. This is not conjecture, it is
fact, as anyone may see who will observe.

Here again we may refer to the national military
academy, as furnishing a decisive test of the question.
It is shown by the records of the West Point exami-
nations for admission, that the standard of education
of those who apply is lower than it was thirty years
ago. Our educational system is good, but the princi-
pal result of its machine-working of late years has
been, more than anything else, the development of
intellectual pride and practical inefliciency. The
three most interesting and important questions we
must defer till another time. 5
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ORIGIN OF SUNDAY OBSERVANCE.
(Concluded.)
I winn draw this subject to a close by giving a
summary of the historical points compiled from a re-
cently written history :—

“The Sunday is not mentioned by this name in
the Old Testament, neither has the day under the
name of the first day of the week in that book re-
ceived any prominent place; and it was not ap-
pointed a rest duy at all through any law before the
year A. p. 321.  The old name of the day, which was
afterward christened, is the day of the sun; yet this
name does not originate from the creation of the sun,
since the sun was made on the fourth day of crea-
tion.

“ At the dawn of creation it introduces the week,
but the account does not give it any higher rank
than the other days. Our Sunday meets us
from the very beginning as a common day. With
the last day of the weck, the seventh, it is some-
what different. Of this it is said with emphasis:
‘And on the seventh day God ended his work which
he had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And God
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it; because
that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made.

“The day of our Lord’s resurrection is indeed a
commemorative day, which will never be forgotten
or passed by in his church, but from this—as one
may think—it does not follow that we should give
up the Sabbath, which God himself has ordained,
and plainly pointed out at creation, nor that we
should move it unto any other day of the week, be-
cause that day is a commemorative day. To do this
we need just as plain a commandment of God de-
claring that the first day chat is, the original Sab-
bath] is repealed. But where do we find such a
commandment? It is true that no such a command-
ment is found.

“In the laws of the State we afterward find the
prohibition against Sunday work further and further
extended, and the people threatened with more and
more punishment if 1 1wy disregard it. Besides the
giving of laws, we also find a new theological doc-
trine concerning Sunday: that Sunday-keeping is
founded on the Sabbath-keeping which God ordained
through Moses. Yet this doctring does not seem
through all the sixth century to have become a defi-
nite dogma in the church,

“If we try now to collect that which may be
learned from history concerning Sunday and the de-
ve]_o‘)ment of Sunday-keeping, then the sum is this:
Neither the apostles nor the first Christians nor the
ancient councils have marked the Sunday with the
name and mark of the Sabbath, but the church and
:a;l.m]ustlc doctors of the Middle Ages have done

is.

“1. That Sunday is not the Sabbath of the Old
Testament, and that this is not the common belief
in the Christian church; but it is rather a mistaken
idea, that the Sabbath should be changed from the
seventh to the first day of the week.

“2. That keeping Sunday with rest from labor
and divine worship, has not by the most renowned
ancient Fathers been founded on the Sabbath of the
Old Testament, neither reference to the Sabbath of
the Old Testament entered into the confession of
the church before the sixth century after Christ.

“3. That this doctrine first arose in the Papal
Church,—that Sunday-keeping is commanded in the
third commandment, and that the essential and
prominent part of this commandment is a decree
from God, to wit, to keep a holy day once a week.»

Some may question the correctness of the state-
ment here made, that the doetrine that the fourth
commandment requires a seventh part of time, and
is 8o far moral, and not the particular day, which
was ceremonial, had its origin in the Catholic Church.
Coleman says that Dr. Bound was the first to pro-
mulgate this doctrine, in a book published in 1595.
Jut Coleman was certainly incorrect in this, for the
same doetrine was taught by Thomas Aquinas more
than three centuries before Dr. Bound, and Dr. I1ey-
Iyn attributed it to the schoolmen of the Middle
Ages. It is found distinctly stated in the Catholic
catechism entitled, “Abridgment of Christian Doc-
trine.” There is no room for just doubt that they
who argue thus—and the majority of Protestant Sun-
day-keepers do so argue—are following the lead of
the Papal doctors. When this writer says that the
Sunday is not the Sabbath of the Old Testament, he
means that it is not required by or does not grow
out of the Sabbath commandment in the Old Testa-
ment.

From the decided tone and substance of the above
extracts, it may be thought that I have now entered
upon a new line,and given the conclusion and the
summary of some advocate of the seventh-day Sab-
bath. But not so. The expression “our Sunday,”
shows its origin. This is copied from a work, “His-
tory of Sunday,” by Rev. A. Grimlund, lately a Lu-
theran Bishop of Norway. And the work itself was
written to counteract the influence of Sabbath teach-
ers, and to vindicate the action of the church in re-
taining a practice so well established by custom.
Why, then, if such was his object, did he give such
an overwhelming testimony against the Sunday, and
g0 strongly vindicate the Sabbath ?  In return, I ask,
How can anyone give a genuine history of Sunday
and do otherwise? All honest historians—and of
such I take Rev. Grimlund to be one—are compelled
by the facts of the Bible and of history to defend the
Sabbath and to condemn the Sunday. Their theolog-
ical opinions and associations may lead in another
direction ; their choice might be of another conclu-
sion ; but that other conclusion they can néver reach
by any fair treatment of the Bible and of history.
In their cases we are reminded of the prophecy of
Balaam. He started out to serve the king of Moab,
and to curse Israel; but the Spirit of God turned it
into a blessing. Balaam, though his heart was not
in union with the message of the Lord, was not yet
entirely left of the Lord to follow his own way.
And so of these: they are not in sympathy with the
commandment of God; they start out to serve the
Sunday; but the truth of God turns their witness
into a vindication of the Sabbath. And I here state
it as my firm conviction, that when an individual

who has ever been instructed in the truth on this

subject, can no longer find evidence in the Bible to
support the Sabbath of the Lord, and can find evi-
dence in history to uphold Sunday, it is because the
Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of truth, has left him
to his own way, to walk in the way of his own
heart’s devisings.

I will here answer a question that has been pro-

posed. It is said, the Reformers, represented in the

Augsburg Confession, and other authors quoted,
were no-Sabbath men; they held that the Sabhath
was entirely abrogated, and that it has no divine sub-
stitute in the gospel. In giving their testimony, do

you not bind yourself to accept their conclusion, and ]
to reject the Sabbath altogether? Or, why accept

them in statement and deny their conclusion? In
angwering this, I can but express my surprise that




February 17, 1888.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

(0

the questioners do not perceive any difference be-
tween an historical statement of fact, and a theolog-
ical opinion. TIn accepting the history of Neander, I
do not thereby bind myself to accept his theology.
The Reformers were all raised in the bosom of the
Catholic Church. They were piously trained from
infancy to regard the seventh day as a Jewish Sab-
bath, and to call the Sunday the Lord’s day. Now,
as to whether the Saviour abolished the ten com-
mandments, and with them the Sabbath, is a theo-
logical question ; it is only a matter of Seripture in-
terpretation. In that we think the Reformers
retained a grievous error of their early training; but
that does not invalidate their testimony in regard to
a matter of fact with which they were well ac-
quainted.

In closing these remarks, I wish to say to the
reader that I have quoted very little from history
that has not already been quoted by the advocates
of the Sabbath; while I have left unnoticed a vast
amount of historical testimony that is well known
to the readers, of the writings of the Seventh-day
Adventists and the Seventh-day Baptists. When a
man says that the Sabbatarians, in searching two hun-
dred years, have not been able to find an item of proof
that the Papacy changed the Sabbath, much of the
reflection was intended to fall on the Seventh-day
Baptists ; for they, and not the Adventists, have been
advocating the Sabbath for two hundred years. DBut
if such an one has any knowledge of the authors and
the literature of the Seventh-day Baptists (and if he

"has not, he is without excuse), he knows that his as-

sertion does great injustice to that denomination.
Amongst their authors are numbered men eminent
for ability, for education, and for deep research, not
to speak of their evident picty and conscientious re-
gard for the truth of God’s word. They have laid
before the world a large amount of rich instruction
from the Bible and from history on this important
subject.

I have avoided complicating my argument by no-
ticing minor or incidental points. All minor points
and objections can be easily met, but it has been my
object to keep the main issue in view. It is, in
every sense, a main issue. We do indeed so con-
sider it. And with the clear evidence before us that
the Papacy did change the Sabbath, and the fact
that the Sunday institution will in every feature
meet the description of such an institution in Rev.
13:11-17, and that no other will, we are constrained
to believe—we cannot avoid it—that the Sunday
Sabbath is the burden of the awful warning found
in Rev. 14:9-11.  This is an issud'that everyone will
hz}ve to meet. Tt cannot always be turned aside
yVlth.emlity assertions. In the providence of God it
is going .to every nation. And men can do nothing
against it. Let men oppose as they may, God's
cour{sel v_ull stand ; his law will be vindicated ; it will
be victorious; the call of the prophetic word will be
heeded, and a company will take their stand on
“the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,”
who will be permitted to rejoice when the Son ‘of
man appears on the great white cloud to reap the
harvest of the earth. Rev.14:12-16. ™ . 1. w.
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WOMAN’S POSITION IN THE CHURCH.

A corrrsroNDENT raises again the familiar question
of woman’s relations to the church in the light of
1 Cor. 14:34, 35 and 1 Tim. 2:11, 12, and gives a lit-
tle more force to the inquiry, perhaps, by adding,
“Does’ Paul mean that we are to take no part in
praising God?”

The Bible, like any other book of precept, must he
interpreted according to its evident meaning, and in
harmony with the fundamental principles which it
teaches. Passages more local or individual in their
application must not be understood as opposing an
evident principle of the Scriptures. One of the evi-
dent principles of the gospel is the elevation of all
mankind to an equal standing and to equal privi-
leges, and hence, to an equal accountability in the
sight of God. In this the religion of the Bible
stands vastly pre-eminent to all others. And under
its influence alone has woman been elevated from a

position of slavery to a rightful equality with man,
and in some respects to .a higher, a more sacred
place.

We cannot therefore think that the great apostle
of this religion would teach anything to the contrary,
nor does he. Doubtless there were evils of a pecul-
iar nature in the church at Corinth, which 1 Cor. 14:
34, 35 was designed to correct. And as Timothy, in
his labor with the churches, would be likely to meet
such evils, he was instructed in the proper way to
treat them when they might appear. But when we
come to consider the question of how Paul regarded
the relation of woman to the church, and the work
of the gospel, we come to another subject. Upon
this point attention may be called to the following
texts of Scripture: “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gal.
3:28. “And on the Sabbath we went out of the
city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be
made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women
which resorte(l thither.” Acts 16:13. “And I en-
treat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women
which labored with me in the gospel, with Clement
also, and with other my fellow-laborers, whose
names are in the book of life”” Phil. 4:3. “Nev-
ertheless, neither is the man without the woman,
neither is the woman without the man, in the
Lord”” “Every woman that prayeth or prophesi-
eth with her head uncovered,” ete. 1 Cor. 11:11, 5.

Many scriptures might be adduced to show the
important part woman has had in the work of God
in Bible times, and to which she was called by the
providence and Spirit of God; but it is not the pur-
pose of this article to enter into this subject except
to show that in the great work which has been done
for womankind by the gospel of Christ, whose work
it has ever been “to loose the bands of wickedness,
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed
go free, and that ye break every yoke,” the apostle
Paul has given the full measure of his potent influ-
ence. G. C. TENNEY.

CALL OF ABRAHAM.
LESSON 8.—SABBATH, FEBRUARY 25.

1. Wnrre did Abraham live when the Lord
first appeared to him?

“And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken:
The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in
Charran.” Acts 7:2.

2. What did the Lord say to him?

“ And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and come into the land which
I shall show thee.” Verse 3.

3. What promise did the Lord then make
to him?

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee;
and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless them that Dbless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Gen. 12:
1-3.

4. What did Abraham then do?

“Then came he out of the land of the Chaldeans,
and dwelt in Charran; and from thence, when his
father was dead, he removed him into this land,
wherein ye now dwell.” Acts 7:4.

5. How old was he when he went to the
land of Canaan?

“So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto
him; and Lot went with him; and Abram was sev-
enty and five years old when he departed out of
Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot
his brother’s son, and all their substance that they
had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.”
Gen. 12:4, 5.

6. Did he know before he started where he
was going? Gen. 12:1; Acts 7:3.

7. In thus going from his home, what did
he manifest ?

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an in-
heritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing

* whither he went.” Ileb. 11:8.

8. What promise did the Lord afterward
make him?

“And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward ; for all
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and
to thy seed forever.” Gen. 13:14, 15.

9. To whom besides himself was the prom-
ise made? Verse 15.

10. How numerous did the Lord say that
his seed should be?
“And T will make thy seed as the dust of the

earth ; so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.” Verse
16.

11. Had Abraham any children at this
time?

“And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give
me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my
house is this Eliezer of Damascus?” Gen. 15:2.

12. What did the Lord again say as to the
number of his posterity ?

“And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou
be able to number them ; and he said unto him, So
shall thy seed be.” Verse 5. iy

13. How did Abraham regard the word o
the Lord?

“And he believed in the Lord.”
clause.

14. How did God regard Abraham’s faith?

“And he counted it to him for righteousness.”
Verse 6, last clause. .

Verse 6, first

15. What is meant by faith being counted
for righteousness ?—The forgiveness of sins. See
Rom. 4:5-8.

16. Through whom were the promises con-
firmed to Abraham?

“And this I say, that the covenant, that was con-
firmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disan-
nu]l, that it should make the promise of none effect.”
Gal. 3:17.

17. And who are the promised seed? :

“And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Verse 29.

18. What is the inheritance of which they,
with him, are heirs?

“For the promise, that he should be the heir of
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
throug;h the law, but through the righteousness of
faith.,” Rom. 4:13.

NOTES.

IN the promises to Abraham we have an
instance of the necessity of the New Testa-
ment as a commentary on the Old Testament.
The casnal reader would hardly draw from
those promises, that the whole world was to
be the inheritance of Abraham, yet Paul tells
us (Rom. 4:13) that they included nothing
less than that. Still, a careful student should
see that the promises, “ In thee shall all fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed,” and, “I will
make thy seed as the dust of the carth,” could
not be fulfilled except in the possession of the
whole earth by his seed.

“Anranam believed God, and it was counted
unto him for righteousness.” What was in-
volved in this? Nothing less than the for-
giveness of sins—the imputing of right-

eousness without works. Paul, after stating
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that Abraham’s faith was counted to him for
righteousness, says that David describes the
blessedness of the man unto whom God im-
putes righteousness without works, but solely
on account of faith, in the following words:
“Blessed are they whose iniquities are for-

given, and whose sins are covered. Blessed:

is the man to whom the Lord will not im-
pute sin.” Rom. 4:7, 8 This counting a
man righteous without works is the stum-
bling-stone over which so many fall. Some
say that it is impossible, while others go to
the other extreme and say that it at once and
forever releases the believer from all obliga-
tion to make any effort. But it is done, and
it does not release the individual from obliga-
tion to put forth continual effort.

How else can a man gain acceptance with
God? He cannot do good deeds to make up
for his past sins, for it is impossible for him
to do more than his duty at any one time.
Besides, an evil deed cannot be canceled by a
good one. If he gets rid of the sins that he
has committed, they must be taken away as
an act of free grace on the part of God. Faith
is the condition on which they will be re-
moved. Take Abraham as an example. The
Lord made a promise to him, that would
have staggered most men, it was so great, so
incomprehensible. But Abraham “staggered
not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God,”
and was fully persuaded that what he had
promised he was able also to perform; “and
therefore it was imputed to him for righteous-
ness.” Rom. 4:20-22. The Lord made a
great promise; Abraham said, I believe; and
the Lord, in return for that simple faith, de-
clared hissins forgiven. Thenceforward Abra-
ham lived by faith, and thus it could be said
by the Lord, “Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my charge, my commandments, my
. statutes, and my laws.” Gen. 26:5. He
could not have done this without faith, for
without faith it is impossible to please God.
Heb. 11:6.

In what did Abraham have faith? In just
the same thing that we are required to have
faith if we would obtain the forgiveness of
sins and eternal life,—that is, in the death
and resurrection of Christ. Paul says that
the promise to Abraham was confirmed in
Christ. Gal. 3:17. Therefore Abraham’s
faith was of the same nature that ours must
be. He believed in Christ, “whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God.” Rom. 3:25. No one can
possibly have more perfect or more intelligent
faith than Abraham had, for he is “the father
of all them that believe.” “Now it was not
written for his sake alone, that it [righteous-
ness] was imputed to him; but for us also, to
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on
him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead; who was delivered for our offenses, and
was raised again for our justification.” Rom.
4:23-25.

Bur why is it that this faith does not tend
to presumption, and to looseness of life? The
reason is this: The possession of such faith
as Abraham had, indicates humility, and sub-
mission to the will of God. Faith and hu-
mility are co-existent. Neither can exist with-
out the other. “Behold, his soul which is
lifted up is not upright in him; but the just
shall live by his faith.,” Hab. 2:4. The
man who will implicitly trust God’s word,
even against his own judgment, shows that he
believes that God knows more than he does;
he has put himself into God’s hands, to be
guided as God shall think best. Then of
course as long as he retains that faith, he will
gladly do the will of God. Thus true faith
always leads to obedience. Abraham’s faith
was shown to be perfect by his works.

w.

PG

NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON.
CHRIST’S .LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM.

(March 4.—Matt. 20:17-29.)

TrE other accounts of the events recorded in
this lesson are found in Mark 10:32-45 and
Luke 18:31-34. TLuke does not record the
request for the two sons of Zebedee. As they
were going up to Jerusalem, where Jesus was
to be offered as a sacrifice for sinners; he
tried to prepare the minds of his disciples for
the terrible trial before them; but they could
not comprehend his words. Jesus told them
everything that should take place,—that he
should be betrayed into the hands of the
chief priests and scribes, who would condemn
him to death, and then deliver him to the
Gentiles, who in turn would mock him, and
scourge him, and spit upon him, and finally
put him to death by crucifying him, and that
on the third day he should rise again. But
although he told them only what had been
written by the prophets, “they understood
none of these things; and this saying was hid
from them, neither knew they the things
which were spoken.” Luke 18:34, It was
not until all these things had been accom-
plished, and Christ had “expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concern-
ing himself,” that they could understand. So

difficult is it for preconceived opinions to give

way for truth.

“And the third day he shall rise again.”
More needless controversies have been waged
over the length of time that Christ lay in the
grave, than over almost any other Scripture
event. In answer to the request of the seribes
and Pharisees for a sign, Jesus had said that no
sign should be given them but the sign of the
prophet Jonah : “ For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall
the Son of man be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth.” Matt. 12:40.
Taking their stand on this text, some will
claim that it wasn’t fulfilled, because from
Friday, when Jesus was crucified, till Sunday
morning when he rose again, was not three
days and three nights; while others claim that
he must have been in the grave seventy-two
hours, and that therefore he must have been

crucified earlier in the week than Friday.
Neither position is correct.

Tre simple fact of the matter is that Christ
was crucified on Friday, the preparation day,
the day before the Sabbath, and that he rose
very early in the morning of the first day of
the week, and still he was in the heart of the
earth three days and three nights, in the sense
in which Christ spoke those words. Christ
said that he should be in the heart of the
earth three days and three nights; he also
said that he should be crucified, and “the
third day should rise again.” Therefore we
must conclude that these two expressions
mean the same thing. When the two dis-
ciples on the way to Emmaus rccounted the
betrayal and crucifixion of Christ, they said:
“To-day is the third day since these things
were done.” Luke 24:21. That the expres-
sions three days and three nights, and the
third day, were used interchangeably with ref-
erence to the same period of time, is proved
by a passage in the book of Isther. When
Esther had decided to go in before the king,
she sent to Mordecai, saying: “Go, gather to-
gether all the Jews that are present in Shu-
shan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day; I also and
my maidens will fast likewise; and so will T
go in unto the king.” Esther 4:16. And
the record says that “on the third day”
Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in
the inner court of the king’s house, etc. Es-
ther5:1.

Tue blindness of the disciples, and their
slowness to believe that Christ did not intend
to establish an earthly monarchy at that
time, are shown by the fact that immediately
after Christ had told them of his soon-coming
sufferings, the mother of James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus, saying, “ Grant
that these my two sons may sit, the one on
the right hand, and the other on the left,
in thy kingdom.” Matt. 20:21. Mark says
that James and John made this request (Mark
10:35-37); but from Matthew’s account we
are to understand that they made the request
through their mother,

IN this request we have an exhibition of
pride and ambition for position. It was this
same spirit that caused the fall of Satan in
Heaven. Isa.14:12-14. The same ambition
instilled by him into the heart of Eve, resulted
in the fall of our first parents. When Satan
said to Eve, “In the day that ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be like God,” she took of the fruit. It is evi-
dent, therefore, that such a spirit must be en-
tirely banished from the hearts of those who
will share the kingdom of Heaven. If places
in that kingdom were distributed as they are
in earthly kingdoms, confusion and ruin
would ensue.

Jusus did not say whether James and John
should or should not occupy the places which
they. desired; but he showed them what they
must pass through. “Are ye able to drink of
the cup that I shall drink of, and to be bap-
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tized with the baptism that I am baptized
with? They say unto him, We are able.”
Bold language this. They were bold because
they were ignorant. They had no idea of what
Christ was about to endure. If they had
realized it, they would probably have been
less confident; for we find that when they
were brought face to face with the sufferings
of Christ they forsook him and fled. Yet aft-
erwards they did drink of the same cup, and
were made partakers of his sufferings, even as
Christ foretold. What made this change?
Simply this: They had learned of Christ.
They had learned that Christ’s kingdom was
not temporal, but eternal, and that the way
to it lay through tribulation.

IN Matt. 20:23 the translators have made
an unnecessary insertion. They have sup-

plied the words, “it shall be given to them,” |

in the sentence: “But to sit on my right
hand, and on my left is not mine to give, but
it shall be given to them for whom it is pre-
pared of my Father.” It seems that a plain
translation of the Greek, without supplying
anything, would be much better. Then it
would read thus: “To sit on my right hand,
and on my left, is not mine to give, but for
whom it is prepared of my Father.” That is,
he could give it to none, except to those for
whom it was prepared, and that meant those
who were prepared for it, through self-denial
and suffering.

WHEN the ten heard the request that James
and John had made “they were ,moved with
indignation against the two brethren.” This
would indicate that they had the same spirit
that the two brethren had. They wanted to
occupy as high places as there were, and they
were indignant to think that these two had
been trying to get ahead of them. James
and John would have made admirable politi-
cians, with the same spirit that they then had;

they would not lose any opportunity to ad-
vance their own interests,

“Bur Jesus called them unto him, and said,
Ye know that the princes of the Gentllus ex-
ercise dominion over them, and they that are
great exercise authority upon them. But it
shall not be so among you; but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be your
minister; and whosoever will be chief among
you, let him be your servant; even as the
Son of man came not to be mmlstered unto,
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many.” Matt. 20:25-28. Here we have
the road to true honor and greatness laid out
before us.  Paul taught the same thing when
he said: “Be kindly affectioned one to an-
other with brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another.” Rom. 12:10. And again
when he wrote: “ Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory ; but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem other hetter than them-
selves.,” Phil. 2:3.

Tue wisdom of this world would call that
foolishness; but the wisdom of this world
would therein exhibit its own foolishness.
Actually, the plan laid down by Jesus and

Paul would, if carried out, result in the great-
est possible good for all men. As it is now,
each man looks out for himself, and for no-
body but himself. In order for a man to build
himself up, it is often necessary for him to
pull somebody else down ; and thus the whole
world is peopled with Ishmaelites. Now in
such a case it is evident that a man can get no
more than his own strength or wisdom will
bring him, and often not so much as that,
since others may prevail against him. But
where the divine rule is followed, everybody
gets far more than he could if each one were
looking out simply for himself. If there are
a hundred men in a community, and each
one esteems every other one better than him-
self, and seeks the honor of others, each man
will have the strength of a hundred put forth
in his behalf. Each one forgetting himself,
would find his interests advanced far more
than they could be if he had devoted his en-
tire attention to himself. So it appears that
the manner of life necessary to fit one for
Heaven, is really the best for men’s temporal
welfare, if they would but follow it. For ¢ god-
liness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.” 1 Tim. 4:8. w.

The Iissionary,

PROGRESS IN THE UPPER COLUMBIA
CONFERENCE.

TaINkING that a brief statement of the con-
dition and progress of the work in our part of
the field may be of interest to your readers,
we send you the following :—

The reports concerning the week of prayer
from different localities are so brief that we
cannot give descriptions which we are sure
would be specially interesting. The appoint-
ment was received with favor, and its impor-
tance recognized. It was observed by nearly
all our churches and companies, and proved a
season of profit and spiritual growth.

We feel thankful to be able to report the
present condition and future prospects of the
cause in the Conference, as encouraging in
different directions. Two camp-meetings have
been held,—one at Milton, Or., which was re-
ported, the other in Idaho. This last was for
the special benefit of those who could not at-
tend our annual meeting. It was the first
privilege of the kind that most of them had
enjoyed, and their faithfulness in attending
and in sustaining the meeting was rewarded
by the blessing of the Lord in a marked de-
gree.

About eighty persons have accepted the
truth since the beginning of the Conference
year, and calls for labor are more than can be
responded to. One church has been organ-
ized, others have had additions, and several
companies have been brought out which
await organization.

The missionary spirit seems active as evi-
denced by the work being done by the local
societies. A liberal’ amount of money has
been subscribed for a reserve and mission

fund, and steps have been taken to secure a
lot and erect a church in Spokane Falls, and
to continue the mission there.

Canvassing has not kept pace with other
branches because of peculiarities of the field,
which presents special difficulties. Plans are
now being laid which it is hoped will bring
up this branch of the work.

A special degree of interest is manifest in
Sabbath-schools. Four new schools have
been added to the list, with a membership of
nearly one hundred.

The temperance work is making some head-
way.

Our school at Milton is the center of much
interest. A society has been regularly incor-
porated, a substantial school building erected
at a cost of about fourteen hundred dollars.
This is paid for, and means provided to build
a boarding-house as soon as circumstances will
permit. The school is under the manage-
ment and instruction of Elder G. W. Colcord
and wife, assisted by two under teachers.
The number of pupils enrolled is seventy-five.
All instruction and discipline seem thorough,
and there is a commendable degree of appli-
cation and interest noticeable on the part of
students. The reputation of the school is
such that it is being patronized by those not
of our faith. The credit for this enterprise is
mainly due to the energy and zeal of the Mil-
ton church.

While we have some difficulties to meet
peculiar to this field, and others common' to
all, we feel to “thank God and take courage.”

U. C. Conr. COMMITTEE.

O

HARRISBURG, OREGON.

Lasr November I was called to Harrisburg
to attend the funeral of Sister Brand. There
being some interest to hear I remained thirty-
one days and preached thirty times. January
5, in company with Elder S. Fulton, I re-
turned and stayed four days. Seven were
baptized and nine united with the church.

H. W. ReEp.

o0+

TuAT only is worthy of the name of convic-
tion which ig translatable into words and, still
farther, into deeds. He who is convinced is
conquered, swayed, ruled, by his conviction,
Mere opinion, mere sentiment, mere aspira-
tion, is therefore not conviction; for while we
hold sentiments and aspirations, convictions
hold us. No one can be said to have (or to
be held by) a conviction, until he has ex-
pressed that conviction, at least to himself, in
words or in actions. “I hardly know where
I stand,” said a young man who had drifted
from his religious moorings. He only real-
ized that he stood nowhere, when he at-
tempted to show that he stood somewhere.
If you would know how vague are your be-
liefs, how few your convictions, how unstable
your footing, how fruitless your life,—try to
speak your convictions, to yourself at least,
even if you do not speak them out to others.
If you find then that you have really any-
thing to say, you will know that you have
something to do.—Selected.
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MY NEIGHBOR'S BABY.

Across in my neighbor’s window,
With its drapings of satin and lace,
I see 'neath his flowing ringlets,
A baby’s innocent face.
His feet in crimson slippers,
Are tapping the polished glass,
And the crowd in the street look upward,
And nod and smile as they pass.

Just here in my cottage window,
Catching flies in the sun,

With a patched and faded apron,
Stands my own little one.

His face is as pure and handsome
As the baby’s over the way,

And he keeps my heart from breaking
At my toiling, every day.

Sometimes when the day is ended,
And I sit in the dusk to rest,

With the face of my sleeping darling
Hugged close to my lonely breast,

I pray that my neighbor’s baby
May not catch Heaven’s roses all,

But that some may crown the forehead
Of my loved one as they fall.

And when I draw the stockings
From his little weary feet,

And kiss the rosy dimples
In his limbs, so round and sweet—

I think of the dainty garments
Some little children wear,

And that my God withholds them
From mine, so pure and fair.

May God forgive my envy—
I knew not what i,suid;
My heart is crushed and troubled—
y neighbor’s boy is dead!
I saw the little coflin -
As they carried it out to-day ;—
A mother’s heart is breaking
In the mansion over the way.

The light is fair in my window;
The flowers bloom at my door;
My boy is chasing the sunbeams
That dance on the cottage floor.
The roses of health are blooming
On my darling’s cheek to-day,
But the baby is gone from the window
Of the mansion over the way.
—Selected.

Ot

“I SHALL DO AS I LIKE!”

“I suarr do as I like!” This was the
declaration of a school-boy eight years ago.
There were two lads walking home together,
and the topic of conversation was an impor-
tant change that was about to take place in
the circumstances of both of them. Within
a month of the conversation referred to, their
last “half” at school would terminate, and
both of the boys were shortly after to go from
home to begin business life as apprentices.
There was a considerable difference in their po-
sition, inasmuch as one of them was the only
son of a prosperous lawyer, and the other was
one of a large family, brought up amid much
privation by a widow lady with small means.
- The lawyer’s son was going as an apprentice
to a manufacturer; a large premium was to be
paid with him, and he was to receive hand-
some wages from the termination of his pro-
bationary six months. The other lad was go-
ing to learn a mechanical trade. TTis mother
was unable to pay a premium, and he was to
maintain himself as well as he could on his
small wages.

Boy-like, the lads were full of gleeful an-
ticipation at the change which promised so
much that was new and interesting to both of
them. Kach had plenty to say about his fut-
ure carcer; but a listener to their digcourse

would have observed a great difference in
their speculations. The poorer lad was tell-
ing hig companion how ecarnestly he meant to
apply himself to his trade, and how resolute
he was in his determination to become skillful
in every branch of it. The other was more
concerned about the opportunities he should
have for enjoying himself when beyond the
It was in regard to
this that he exclaimed, “I shall do ag I like!”

One rigid regulation of John Rayner’s home
life was that under no circumstances was he
to smoke. One of the principal sources of
pleasure which young Rayner saw looming
before him in the distance was the facility he
should have for avoiding this parental restric-
tion.

The month passed rapidly, as did the
succeeding weeks: which necessarily elapsed
before our two young friends were duly set-
tled in their new homes. The difference in
their circumstances was even greater now than
it had been before; but the old school-boy
attachment drew them into occasional com-
munication, and at irfegular and distant in-
tervals the two lads met.

“T told you I meant to do as I liked, Frank,”
said John Rayner, one evening as they were
walking in company. “I’ve got to know a
jolly set of fellows at our warchouse, and be-
tween them they’ve learned me to smoke first-
rate. Look here,” he added, producing a cigar
which he proceeded to light and smoke, “I
couldn’t have done that at home, old boy,
even if I had dared.”

And then Rayner, with great glee, pro-
ceeded to relate how he had struggled to
overcome the dreadful headache and sickness
that accompanied his earliest attempts, and
how by degrees he had at length mastered
the disagreeable nausea, and could smoke a
whole cigar in an evening without being ill.
It seemed to him that his most important
step towards manhood had been taken when
he had succeeded in overcoming all the faint-
ness and other disagreeable sensations that
accompanied his first cigar. Poor fellow!
Like many others he had strange ideas of
what constituted true manliness, and in seek-
ing to “do as he liked ” he was rapidly paving
the way to become a slave to a vile and in-
jurious habit.

But to return to our story. John Rayner
was not content with becoming a slave him-
self; he wanted to drag his old school-fellow
into the same course. More than once he
tried his persuasive powers, but without avail,
till one evening he reminded Frank that the
morrow was the first anniversary of his
(Frank’s) being bound apprentice, and that
there could be no better time for “turning
over a new leaf,” as he deseribed it. The old
proverbial expression suggested a pun, and
with more truth perhaps than he intended,
he said, “Come, Frank, make up your mind,
and try your hand at a cabbage-leaf cigar to-
morrow.”

For awhile Frank seemed disposed to re-
sist, but before the companions separated he
closed the argument by saying, “ Well, I think
I will allow myself just one cigar a day.”

control of his parents.

“Bravo!” exclaimed Rayner. “That’s right,
Frank; be a man,and doas I do. You know
I always told you I meant to do as I liked.”

And so the matter ended. As time rolled
on the two friends met less and less frequently.
The associations which Rayner formed en-
grossed more and more of his attention, and
the humble lad who had to work hard all day
and maintain himself out of scanty wages,
was not likely to be very acceptable company
for the fast young men with  whom John
Rayner had formed such close friendship.
When once in a while the two former school-
fellows met, the interview was brief though
friendly enough. John generally wanted to
know how Frank got on with his one cigar a
day, and was as regularly assured that the
allowance was always adhered to, but never
exceeded.

“T never see you smoking, old fellow,” was
Rayner’s remark on one of these occasions.

“Well, you see,” was the reply, with a smile,
“I prefer to keep my cigar to myself at home.
I can only afford one you know, and I like
to make the most of it.”

So years passed on, and the apprentice days
were ended. Young Rayner had formed ex-
travagant habits, and was in debt. These
things had grievously offended his father, who
refused to risk his money by affor "'ng his son
the means of entering into business for him-
self; and from that time forward John Rayner
lived an idle, useless life, consoling himself
with the thought that his father would not
live forever, and that sooner or later the money
must becomé his own, when once more he
would do as “he liked.”

One day he happened to meet his old
school-fellow near the latter’s lodgings, and
was invited to enter and sit awhile. In the
conversation that ensued, Frank told him of
his circumstances, which seemed far more
promising than his own.

“T’'m a sort of foreman,” sald he, “in one of
the departments of the factory—the same
that I’'ve been in all through. I mean to go
on and qualify myself for the post of mana-
ger, and perhaps I may one day get a part-
nership.”

“But what do you do with all those books?”
asked Rayner, pointing to some well-filled
shelves upon the wall.

“Oh! that library is my ‘one cigar a day,’”
was the response. '

“What do you mean?”

“Mean? Just this. When you bothered
me 8o about being a man, and learning to
smoke, I'd just been reading about a young
fellow who bought books with money that
others would have spent in smoke, and I
thought I'd try and do the same. You re-
member I said I should allow myself only
one cigar a day?”

« ch.”

“Well, I never smoked. T just put by the
price of a two-penny cigar every day, and as
the money accumulated I bought books—the
books you see there.”

“Do you mean to say that those books cost
no more than that? Why, there are pounds
and pounds’ worth of them!”
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“Yes, I know there are. I had six years
more of my apprenticeship to serve when you
persuaded me to ‘be a man. T put by the
money I have told you of, which, of course,
amounted at two-pence a day to £3 0s. 10d.
a year, or £18 5s. in six years. I keep those
books by themselves as the result of my ap-
prenticeship cigar-money; and if you had
done as I did you would by this time have
saved many more pounds than that, and been
in business besides.”

Rayner took his departure soon after; it is
to be hoped a wiser man. Which of these
youths would my young readers rather imi-
tate? Remember both of them “did as he
liked.” The difference was that one liked
self-indulgence, and the other liked to be care-
ful, studious, and industrious.—Frederick Wag-
staff.

A4 BOY’S RESOLVE.

YrARrs ago a German boy read of the siege
of Troy, and made up his mind to find the
ruins of that ancient city. Troy had perished
three thousand years ago—if indeed it ever
existed at all. But, said the little German, I
will find it. Though a poor lad, slaving at
work until bed-time, he procured books and
taught himself six or seven languages. He
pushed on and prospered, until as a merchant
he had made a fortune. Every step of this
study and money-making was taken with the
aim of fulfilling the vow of his boyhood. In
due time he started castward with a company
of laborers, and for long, long ycars pursued
his search. At last he found Troy. His dis-
covery was a sensation through all Europe.
A few years ago the treasures of gold, silver,
-fmd bronze, dug out of the palace of the Tro-
Jan king, were exhibited at South Kensington.
For three thousand years the buried ruins of
that city had lain covered with sand, and by
many it was regarded only as the fabled crea-
tion of poetry, but Dr. Schliemann, at his own
expense and by his amazing enterprise, proved
the discovery to the world. Think of it. A
poor lad learning languages, making money,
spending seven years or more in far-away
deserts, sustained through a life-time by one
fixed resolution. He vowed in boyhood that
he would find Troy, and he did find it.
This German lad said, “Put down my name,”
and when life was far spent he suceeeded in
hacking his way into the temple of fame.

Now, if we can find truth and God, if we
can find glory, honor, immortality, and eter-
nal life; is it not worth while, for the sake
of these imperishable possessions, to sum-
mon up our uttermost resolution, and to
pursue our aim with diligence through the
swift years of our mortal pilgrimage? They
flo it for a corruptible crown, but we for an
Incorruptible. Do it with thy might.—Band
of Hope Review.

; .HOW beautiful is that simple prayer which
1t is said the Breton sailors are wont to utter
when launching out upon the heaving ocean:,

“Keep me, my God; my boat is so small, and
thy ocean so wide!”

Thealth and Temperance,

THE TWO GLASSES.

Trere sat two glasses filled to the brim,
On a rich man’s table, rim to rim;
One was ruddy and red as blood,
And one as clear as the crystal flood.
Said the glass of wine to the paler brother:
“Let us tell the tales of the past to each other.
I can tell of banquet and revel and mirth,
And of the proudest and grandest souls on ecarth,
Fell under my touch, as though struck by blight,
Where I was king, for I ruled in might.
From the heads of kings I have torn the crown,
From the heights of fame I have hurled men
down;
I have blasted many an honored name;
I have taken virtue and given shame;
I have tempted the youth with a sip, a taste,
That has made his future a barren waste.
Far greater than any king am I,
Or than any array beneath the sky;
I have made the arm of the driver fail,
And sent the train from the iron rail;
I have made good ships go down at sea,
And shrieks of the lost were sweet to me,
For they said, ‘ Behold how great you be!
Fame, strength, wealth, genius, before you fall,
For your might and power is over all’
Io! ho! pale brother,” cried the wine,
“Can you boast of deeds as great as mine?”

Said the water glass: “I cannot boast
Of a king dethroned or a murdered host,
Jut I can tell of a heart once sad

By my crystal drops made light and glad.

Of throats I’'ve quenched, of hearts I’ve laved,

Of hands I have cooled and souls I have saved.

I have leaped through the valley and dashed
down the mountain,

Flowed in the river and played in the fountain,

Slept in the sunshine :uu{)dmmx\d from the sky

And everywhere gladdened the landscape and
eye;

I have eased the hot forehead of fever and pain,

I have made the parched meadows grow fertile
with grain.

I can tell of the powerful wheel of the mill,

That ground out the flour and turned at my will.

I can tell of manhood, debased by you,

That I lifted up and crowned anew;

I cheer, I help, I strengthen and aid;

I gladden the heart of man and maid;

I set the chained wine-captive free,

And all are better for knowing me.”

These are the tales told each other,

The glass of wine and the paler brother,

As they sat together full to the brim,

On the rich man’s table rim to rim.

—Selected.

DAMP ROOMS.

Hunpreps of children die each year from the
effect of sleeping in damp rooms, and scores of
ladies go coughing around with severe colds,
which become seated on the lungs and will
terminate in consumption and death, from
their gross ignorance or neglect of the simple
laws of health. Light, warmth, and pure air
are as necessary to health as food and drink.

During the summer, little care is needed
but to throw open the doors and windows and
let in the sunlight and pure air which every-
where abound. It is during the rainy season
that special precautions are necessary. No
room should be occupied which cannot be
warmed and dried every day when it rains,
and twice a week during the whole rainy sea-
son. Every occupied room should have a
stove or fire-place in which a little fire should
be built morning or evening; but where, from
the imperfect construction of the house, this
is impossible, the simplest substitutes should
be adopted.

Dwelling rooms are allowed to gather damp-
ness until, in extreme cases, the water stands
in drops on the walls, and wall-paper moulds
and drops off, and then “a mysterious prov-

idence”—nothing but ignorance and wet
weather combined—allows the children to be
swept off with diphtheria, croup, fever, and
consumption. If a fire cannot be built in a
room where children sleep, bring out the bed-

_ding and dry it by the fire, open the windows

sunny days, and if a particle of dampness re-
mains carry a large kettle of coals into the
room frequently and let it dry out the moist-
ure.—Selected.

-0

HOT BREAD.

Praysrcrans often recommend for sick peo-
ple oatmeal or graham pudding, made by
stirring the meal into water and boiling a few
minutes, as one of the first things to be eaten
when the stomach will not stand hearty food.
Why is the meal thus prepared any more
casily digested than new bread or hot muffins,
which are considered unhealthy?

The two cases are by no means similar.
The oatmeal or graham flour is made digest-
ible by boiling, the starch granules being rupt-
ured so that their contents are more easily
acted upon by the digestive fluids. In the
making and baking of bread the same change
is accomplished. The difference between hot
new bread and that which is older is essen-
tially the same as between “heavy” and “light”
bread. Itisits “lightness,” or porosity, which
gives to bread its ready digestibility. When
new it is softer, for the steam of the water it
contains; and this makes it difficult of mas-
tication, and liable to form a close and cloggy
mass, which, on passing into the stomach, is
less casily penetrated and actéd upon by the
gastric juice. By cooling and drying, it be-
comes firmer and more friable, so that it is
more thoroughly mixed with the saliva in the
mouth, and goes into the stomach in better
condition for the process to which it is to be
subjected there.

Bread becomes more digestible by toasting,
chiefly because it is made drier and firmer—
that is if toasting is properly done. The slice
should be rendered crisp throughout its entire
thickness. If it be merely scorched on the
surface, as often happens, the interior is
merely softened and made like new bread,
and consequently less digestible.

While on this subject, we may remark that
oatmeal, cracked wheat, and similar boiled
breakfast dishes, often become more or less
indigestible from being “bolted ” in the usual
Yankee style. They are soft and go down
easily, and are shoveled or spooned into the
stomach, with no delay in the mouth en route.
They need mastication as really as beefsteak
does, not to save one from choking (which
many people seem to suppose is the sole rea-
son for chewing ), but to mix them thoroughly
with saliva, which is a digestive agent and not
a mere lubricant to expedite the passage of
dry food down the cesophagus.—Journal of
Chemvistry.

Resr before meals makes digestion more
complete. Exertion immediately before re-
tards digestion, and exertion immediately aft-
erward deranges it.
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Wews and Notes,

RELIGIOUS.

—One of the oldest meeting-houses in the world is
the Bangund Church in Norway, the age of which is
over eight hundred years.

—The expected visit of D. L. Moody to the Pacific
Coast has Deen postponed until next season on ac-
count of other engagements.

—The Methodists having successfully crossed the
million dollar line, have now pledged $1,200,000 for
mission work during the coming year.

—Within a certain area of New York City, com-
prising eight districts, and having a population of
360,000, there are 3,018 saloons, and but 31 Protest-
ant churches.

—The Rev. Mr. Craven says that he knows of one
Rajah who alone is printing at his own expense
200,000 Hindoo tracts, and intends to distribute
them at the large fairs in North India.

—The venerable Dr. McCosh has resigned the
presidency of Princeton College, and Francis L. Pat-
ton was unanimously chosen to succeed him. Dr.
McCosh retains an honorary position in the school
of philosophy.

—The Independent says that there are no fewer
than one thousand Congregational ministers in this
country among the “unemployed.” This is one-
fourth of the entire ministerial force of Congrega-
tionalism in the country. And why are they un-
employed? Simply because nobody has raised up
churches for them to preach to. Imagine the apos-
tles tarrying at Jerusalem until congregations pay-
ing good salaries were provided for them. They
made their congregations.

SECULAR.

—Lord Stanley will succeed Lord Lansdowne as
governor of Canada in May.

—Severe fighting is reported in Soudan between
the dervishes and Abyssinians.

—O0. K. Hopking, a nephew of Mark Hopkins,
died of small-pox, at Oakland, Feb. 7.

—Reports of extreme cold#weather in Minnesota
and the North continue to reach this coast.

—LExports from New York for the week ending
Feburary 6 were $6,086,000, exclusive of specie.

—It is reported that the King of Abyssinia is
making overtures to Italy for peace negotiations.

—Advices from China say that nearly 2,000,000
Hcrﬁ)ns are utterly destitute through the Hoang-Ho
oods.

—Seven negroes and six whites were castigated at
the public whipping-post in New Castle, Del., Feb-
ruary 11.

—The Austrian Minister of Commerce asks for an
appropriation of 1,280,000 marcs for the construc-
tion of State railways.

—Information has been received that Russia and
France have concluded a treaty similar to that be-
tween Germany and Austria.

—The death sentence was passed upon seven men
by Judge Parker the 10th inst. at Fg)rt Smith, Ark.
The execution will occur April 27. A

—The U. 8. Treasury Department has decided that

coins worn smooth by natural abrasion are not “mu-
tilated coin” and are redeemable.

—The Lick observatory on Mount Hamilton, Cal,
has inaugurated its history by the discovery of a
new star in the constellation Orion.

—The Lusk Canning Works at Oakland, Cal. -
duced last year 1,000 car loads of canned frdits, \l,rlll:z(l)l
would form a train seven miles in length.

—Congress is asked to make appropriations for
the protection of shipping on the coast of California
and Oregon by the construction of mooring places.

—The Sugar Trust, lately formed, is making itself
still more odious by a merciless oppression of produc-
ers, and yet advancing prices of the refined product.

—Mr. Wassalls, a Methodist clergyman, was dis-
missed from his charge in Mendon,%ass., for being
a tobacco-smoker, a fact which he unsuccessfully
tried to conceal.

—To retaliate for the Austrian refusal to partici-
pate in the French art exhibition, France now “re-
turns the compliment” by refusing an invitation
from the Austrian exhibition.

—The erection of the Beecher statue is assured.
the required sum of $35,000 being nearly all obtained,

—The International Council of Women will meet
in Washington, March 25, in the interests of the
Woman’s Suffrage movement. Representatives from
the old countries will be present.

—The Board of Regents have chosen Horace Davis,
of San Francisco, for the position of president of the
California State University. Mr. Davis is a nephew
of the historian, George Bancroft.

—Great avalanches have recently occurred on the
Alps, causing destruction of life and property. A
station and mail train were engulfed by one of them,
and 2,000 men are employed in digging them out.

—Dakota authorities claim that the loss of life in
that territory by the late blizzard has been exagger-
ated. The Railroad Commissioner at Fort Smith
claims that 114 is the authentic number thus losing
their lives.

—The Dupont Powder Mills, near Wilkesbarre,
Penn., exploded on the 9th inst. with a force which
was felt for forty miles around. Four men were
killed and forty wounded, of whom fourteen will
probably die.

—Experiments made in France in “deep sea”
photography have been successful. With a camera
and the electric incandescent light, it is said to be
possible to photograph sunken ships, and make
more simple the diver’s perilous work.

—It is stated that a large corporation with a capi-
tal of $10,000,000 will compete with the Standard
Oil Company. They will build a pipe line from the
oil fields to Toledo, and they claim to possess the
patent on a new refining process which will give
them superior advantages.

—The case of the Crown Prince of Germany still
hangs in doubt. The obstruction in his throat be-
came such as to necessitate the operation of trache-
otomy, which was periormed the 9th inst. The
physicians speak hopefully, but grave fears are gen-
erally entertained as to the result.

—Michigan Commissioners of Labor certify that
43,079 of the 90,803 farms in that State are carrying
mortgages to the amount of from 55 to 60 per cent.
of their assessed valuation, and that the annual in-
terest thus required to be met is more than twice as
much as all the taxes paid upon said property.

—Miss Etta Shattock, one of the Nebraska school-
teachers who suffered so severely for her scholars,
after losing both lower limbs, died on the Gth inst.
The next day Miss Royce, who lay all night in the
storm endeavoring in vain to save the lives of three
pupils, suffered the amputation of both feet. The
Omaha Bee has raised a fund of about $4,000 for each
of these heroines.

—The U. 8. Senate Committee on Eduecation will
report favorably a bill providing for the appoint-
ment of a commission of five to investigate the liq-
uor traffic in its relations to general economy, its
moral, eriminal, and scientific aspects, and its rela-
tion to health, pzm})orism, social vice, and the gen-
eral welfare; and also to consider the results of li-
cense and prohibitory legislation.

—Tollowing close upon the collapse and swindle
of the Fidelity Bank, comes another, also in Cincin-
nati. The Metropolitan Bank closed its doors the
6th inst. The principal officers were placed under
arrest, and the affairs of the bank passed into the
hands of Government officials. It is not known that
the officers are guilty of any criminal dealings. The
president, William Means, is a prominent business
man, quite wealthy, and was once mayor of the city.

—A bomb has been thrown into the atheistical
camp of the anarchists; in the shape of a spiritual-
istic communication from the spirit of Spies, one of
the five executed in Chicago. Spies was an atheist
but his experience in the spirit-world has converted
him. His earthly associates are, many of them,
extremely skeptical, and indignantly repel this at-
tempt to lead them into Spiritualism. T{wy are not
far apart, however, and under one common leader-
slll)lp tI;he Satanic coalition will easily be brought
about.

—Prince Bismarck delivered his anticipated gpeech
before the German Reichstag on the 6th inst. The
tone was very pacific. e professes great faith in
the peaceful' intentions of the Russian Czar, and
states that since France has elected a peace-loving
president there is no probability of war in that di-
rection. Russia’s warlike movements he construed
to be simply rreparations for emergencies which
may arise in the Eastern question. “Russia,” he
says, “has no interest to conquer Prussian or Aus-
trian provinces.” Emperor William has compli-
mented the speech; the Czar has shown himself
especially friendly to the German and Austrian em-
bassadors at a court ball. And thus for a moment
the skies appear calm while the winds of strife are
restrained by an unseen power. Let Lurope take a
long breath, to-morrow trouble will be brewing,

—A serious accident occurred on the Ninth Street
cable line, Kansas City, the 8th inst. A well-loaded
train was going up the steep incline near the
Union depot at an angle of 35 degrees, when the
grip broke and the cars dashed rapidly to the foot.
Here was a waiting-room on a trestle 20 feet high,
which was crowded with passengers, and a loaded
train ready to start. The descending cars struck this
train with a terrible crash. A panic was created
and the crowd rushed down the stairways leading
to the street. Thus the number injured was greatly
increased. One man was killed, three or four fatall
hurt, and nearly one hundred less seriously injured.

Obitnary.

Carrer.—Died at Harrisburg, Oregon, January 30,
of typhoid malaria, Sister Madge Carter, aged nine-
teen years. She suflered greatly but bore it with
Christian patience. She leaves a husband and babe,
and many loving friends, who mourn their loss.
Words of comfort from Ps. 17:15. H. W. Reeb.

THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
BETWEEN CHRIST AND SATAN

DURING THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.
By Mrs. E. G. WHITE.

Author of ““The Life of Christ,” *“ Sketches from the Life of Paul,”
“‘ Bible Sanctification,” and Qther Popular Works.

TH1s volume presents the most wonderful and intensely in-
teresting history that has ever been written of the great con-
flict between Christianity and the Powers of Darkness, as
illustrated in the lives of Christian martyrs and reformers on
the one hand, and wicked men and persecuting powers on the
other. Beginning with our Lord’s great prophecy given while
viewing Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, this book outlines
the history of the whole dispensation down to the time when
“8in and sinners are no more; God’s entire universe is clean;
and the great controversy is forever ended.”

Below we give a brief synopsis of the subjects considered—
Destruction of Jerusalem; Persecutions in the First Centuries;
The Roman Church; The Waldenses; Larly Reformers; Lu-
ther’s Separation from Rome; Luther before the Diet; Progress
of the Neformation; Protest of the Princes; Later Reformers;
The Two Witnesses; God Ilonors the ITumble; William Miller
and ITis Work; The First, Second, and Third Angels’ Messages;
The Tarrying Time; The Midnight Cry; The Sanctuary and
2300 Days; An Open and a Shut Door; Modern Revivals; The
Investigative Judgment; Origin of Evil; Enmity between Man
and Satan; Agency of Evil Spirits; The Snares of Satan; The
First Great Deception; Ancient and Modern Spiritualism;
Character and Aims of the Papacy; The Coming Conflict; The
Scriptures a Safeguard; The Loud Cry of Rev. 18; The Time
of Trouble; God's People Delivered; Desolation of the Earth;
The Controversy Ended.

The period of history covered by this volume, is one of the
deepest interest to all classes of readers. The style of the
author is clear, forcible, and often sublime, and, although sim-
ple enough in its statements to be understood and appreciated
by a child, its cloquence calls forth the admiration of all.

The demand for this popular book is so great that we have
had to print fen editions of it, and as we have hundreds of
agents in the ficld canvassing we expect to sell many thousand
copies of this valuable book during the next few months. If
there is no agent in your town please send us your address and
we will send you descriptive circulars or have an agent call
upon you. ;

The “‘Great Controversy’ contains over 500 pages; 21 full-
page Illustrations and Steel Portrait of the Author; printed
and bound in the very best style.

Active Agents Wanted in Fvery Town and County

in the United States.
For Terms and Territory, Address,
PACIFIC PRESS, Publishers,
12th and Castro Streets, Oakland, Cal.

VIEWS OF NATIONAL REFORM.

PACKAGE NO. 1, 184 PAGES, 20 CENTS.

Tuis package contains thirteen tracts treating upon the va-
rious phases of the National Reform movement, as follows :—

NO. PAGES.
1. Religious Legislation,...ceeeeiiiiiiiniiiiiiinnniinnes 8
2. Religious Liberty,........ 850d o GETRE e ¢ 2 SV 8
3. National Reform and the Rights of Conseience,. ... 16
. T8 AR PRRINE.. » s M i orrovdys s cvibe bistdsrh 16
B LS AR IR BTIWRLS. « oo va 0:o\snanee so)bas x povie s 16
6. National Reform is Church and State,............... 16
7. Purity of National Religion,...ccco .covviveiterinees 8
8. Thé Salem Witcheraft,....... IR PR TS e PO
0 WhAl TRIDE OO CRRIMEIIL . . i dapios ¢ s nyntnrs spnsves 8

10. National Reformed Constitution and the American

o U R R SRS A S et W RO 24

15 TR RPN O Tanll; i i T e 8

12. National Reformed Presbyterianism,. ....... . poden 82

13. The National Reform Movement an Absurdity,.. ... 16

The above package will be sent post-paid to any address for
twenty cents.

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal,
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Publishers” Department,

OUR GENERAL AGENTS.

Alabama and Mississippi—Elder C. W. Olds, 520 Sixteenth
Street, North, Birmingham, Ala.

Australia—Echo Publishing House, North Fitzroy, Victoria.

Canada Tract Society—Mrs. R. 8. Owen, South Stukely, P. Q.

Colorado Tract Society—Mrs. G. W. Green, Sec., 812 Nineteenth
Ave., Denver, Col.

Dakota Tract Society—A. H. Beaumont, Sec., Vilas, Miner
Co., Dakota.

District of Columbia—International Tract Society, 1831 Ver-
mont Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. S

Ignghunl—'l‘he Present Truth, 451 Holloway Road, London, N.

Florida—Ly:ie Reynolds, Sorrento, Orange Co., Fla.

Georgia—Charles F. Curtis, 229 South Pryor St., Atlanta, Ga.

Hawaiian Islands—International Tract So., Honolulu, II. I.

I1linois Tract Society—F. T. Poole, Sec., 2 and 4 College Place,
Chicago, 111.

Indiana Tract Society—John Moore, Sec., 175 Central Ave.,
Indianapoli , Ind.

Iowa Tract Society—Leroy T. Nicola, Sec., 603 East Twelfth
St., Des Moines, Iowa.

Kansas Tract Society—L. Dyo Chambers, Sec., No. 821 West
Fifth St., Topeka, Kan.

Kentucky—Elder J. IL. Cook, Elizabethtown, Hardin Co., Ky.,
and Elsie K. Scott, Cecilian, Hardin Co., Ky.

Louisiana—ZElder D. T. Bourdeau, 910 Magazine St., New Or-
leans, La.

Maine Tract Society—M. Russell, Sec., No. 1 Johnson St.,
Baugor, Me.

Michigan Tract Society—Hattie House, Sec., Review and Her-
ald Office, Battle Creek, Mich.

Minnesota Tract Society—A. L. Curtis, Sec., 336 Lake St. E.,
Minneapolis, Minn., P. O. Box 1038.

Missouri Tract Society—Clara E. Low, Sec., 3625 Finney Ave,
St. Louis, Mo.

Nebraska Tract Society—Mrs, N. H. Druillard, Sec., 1505 E St.,
Lincoln, Neb.

New England—N. E. Tract Society, Mrs. E. T. Palmer, Sec.,
South Lancaster, Mass.

New York State—J. V. Willson, Sec., N. Y. Tract Society, 317
West Bloomfield St., Rome, N, Y.

New York City and Brooklyn, L. I.—International Tract So-
ciety, 264 President St., Brooklyn, N. Y,

New Zealand—International Tract Society, Turner St., off
nger Queen St., Auckland, N. Z.

orth Carolina—Elder J. M. Rees, Springfield, Tenn,

North Pacific—N. P. Tract Society, Charles A. Wyman, Sec.
Box 18, ast Portland, Or.

Norway—Sundhedsbladet, 74 Akersgaden, Christiania, Nor-

way.

Ohio Tract Society—L. T. Dysert, Sec., 178 Warren St., Toledo.

Pennsylvania Tract Society—L. C. Chadwick, Sec., 125 Main
St., Wellsville, N. Y.

South Africa—Charles L. Boyd and Ira J. Hankins, Cape
Town, Cape Colony. 3

Switzerland—Imprimerie Polyglotte, 48 Weiherweg, Basel.

Tennessee—J. H. Dortch, Springville, Henry Co., Tenn., and
Elder J. M. Rees, Springfield, Robertson Co., Tenn.

Texas Tract Society—Turner Stevenson, Sec., Denton, Texas.

Upper Columbia—U. C. Tract Society, Mrs. L. A. Fero, Sec.,
Box 288, Walla Walla, W. T.

Vancouver Island—DBernard Robb, Victoria, B. C.

Vermont—Lizzie A. Stone, South Lancaster, Mass.

Virginia—Amy A. Neff, Quicksburgh, Shenandoah Co., Va.

Wisconsin Tract Society—F. W. Field, Sec., 1029 Jenifer St.,
Madison, Wis.

West Virginia.—Mrs. N. W. Bogue, Parkersburg, W. Va.

RECEIPTS.

1. Remit by Bank Draft, Money Order, or Express Order.

2. If Postal Note or paper money is sent, register the letter.

3. Drafts should be made payable to the PACIFIC PRESS, on
New York or San Trancisco banks. Those written on other
banks cost us exchange. ;

NOTICE.—The change of figures on the address labels will be
in all cases a sufficient receipt for money sent for the paper.
If these changesdo not appe 'rin due time, and if booksordered
by mail are not received, please notify us. All other business ig
acknowledged below.

Evroreax Mission.—Mrs Secord $5.

Misstonary Surp.—~John D Moore $7, C H Davose
2.50.
Curistmas Fuxnp.—Wm Haddox $25, Mrs M Boll-
man $5, C Rasmussen $2.

REcEIVED 0N AccouNt.—Ohio T and M Society
$285.98, New York T and M Society $224.96.

CarrrorNiA CoNrERENCE Fuxp.—R C Austin $20
Selma per C Nesten $210, Santa Barbara $24.30, Los
Angeles $258.75, Santa Ana $90, Duarte $7.

Cartrornia T. Axp M. Socrery.—Dist No 3 Stock-
ton $2.48, Dist No 5 I'resno $26, Dist No 6 Santa Bar-
bara $8.75, Norwalk $37.24, Dist No 8 Ferndale $14.25,
Dist No 7 Reno $25.
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Tur Bible Iicho, published in Melbourne, Australia,
entered upon its third volume with the January
number, improved in appearance and enlarged in
size. Anyone will be impressed at a glance with the
valuable nature of the matter it contains, and the
care with which it is prepared and presented; and
a more careful reading deepens this impression. We
are pleased to know that it is enjoying success in
the colonies, and we can commend it to lovers of
present truth everywhere. 1t is published as a large
16-page monthly. Price, post-paid, per annum $1.00.

Subscriptions may be sent to the SiaNs o TiE TixEs,
Oakland, Cal.

BOUND VOLUMES OF THE “SENTINEL.”

WEe can furnish Volume 1, 1886, and Volume 2,
1887, of the American Sentinel, with Index, bound in
strong paper covers, at 60 cents per volume post-paid.
Either volume in cloth binding for $1.00 post-paid.
The two volumes bound in one, in cloth, with gilt ti-
tle, for $1.75 post-paid, or for $1.50 if taken at the of-
fice or sent with other books by freight where we do
not have to pay the 25 cents postage.

CANVASSERS SHOULD REMEMBER

TuAT the Pacific Press, Publishers, Oakland, Cal., al-
low the same commission on renewals to the Amer-
ican Sentinel, S16xNs, and Pacific Health Journal as for
new subscribers to those periodicals. Many sub-
seriptions expire during January, February, and
March of this year and we trust that agents will
keep a sharp lookout to see that these subscriptions
are promptly renewed for the ensuing year. If sub-
scribers would renew about one month before their
time expires it would save us much work on our
mailing lists, and prevent their missing any issue of
the paper by having their name dropped from our
lists.

THIX SABBATH QUISTION.

AssorTED PAcxaer No. 1, Prige, 10e.

Which Day Do You Keep, and Why—Who Changed the Sab-
bath—The Sabbath in the New Testament—Elihu on the Sab-
bath—God’s Memorial—Sunday Not the Sabbath—Why Not
Found Out Before—One ITundred Bible Facts about the Sabbath.

Js30RTED Fackaer No. 2, Price, 236.

This package contains all the tracts in package No. 1, and the
following in addition:—

Seven Reasons for Sunday-keeping Examined—The Ten Com-
mandments Not Abolished—The Seventh Part of Time—The
Definite Seventh Day—Perfection of the Ten Commandments
—Address to the Baptists—The Sunday Law.

OrER WORKS OX THE SABBATH.

The Truth Found.—A comprehensive expasition of the
nature and obligation of the Sabbath of the fourth command-
Bt PP oiilisiaiibise shule; esscesmussesrriotessese 10e

Sunday Seventh-day Examined.—A critical examina-
tion of the claim that Sunday is the trueseventh day of the
fourth commanAment. . /BB DI ibsiives s vas sbossisssrosone 10¢

Brown's Reviewr of Gilfillan on the Sabbath Question.
TSI LR LR AR el s e 10¢

Appeal to the Baptists.—An address from the Seventh-
day Baptists to their first-day Daptist brethren, urging a
restoration of the Bible Sabbath from the standpoint of
Daptist principles of argument and interpretation. 48 pp. 10¢

Vindication of the True Sabbath.—By a former mis-
sionary of the Presbyterian Church (Morton), 63 pp........ 10¢

Iorality of the Sabbath.—Showing that the Sabbath
commandment, being found in the midst of the nine ac-
knowledged moral precepts, is, like the others, moral in its
nature. MPPis.csesaiisnts s86s0804ssasssbaedensves spis st dDO

Testimony of the Fathera of the first three centuries
concerning the Sabbath and first-day. A candid exami-
nation of both sides of the question. 112po............... 150

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

I EPECLUEH R IAS
Irs CAUSES, PREVENTION, AND PROPER TREATMENT,
By J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.

THE increasing prevalence of this devastating disease, and its
alarming fatality in so many cases, renders.the subject of its Nat-
ure and Treatment one of the greatest importance.

This work gives a concise account of the Nature, Cause and
Modes of Prevention, and also

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL METHODS OF TREATMENT

Of this prevalent and fatal malady. It should be in every

household, as its instructions, if faithfully carried out, will

save many a precious life. Price, in board covers, 25 cents
Address, PACIFIC PRISS, Oakland, Cal.

GOLDEN GRAINS,

A SERIES OF

TEN BOOKS FOR CHILDREN.

EACH LITTLE BOOK, OR PAMPHLET, CONTAINS THIRTY-TWO
PAGES OF CAREFULLY SELECTED STORIES.

THE following are the titles: Robin’s Judgment Book, An-
nie’s Savings-Box, Always the Bible, The Sister’s Lesson,
The Hard Way, The Schoolboy’s Dinner, Seven Times, The
Wicket Gate, The Sensitive Plant, The Two Gardens. The
whole set of ten hooks, over §00 pages, will be sent post-paid for

60 cents,
Address, PACIF}Q JPRESS, Ogkland, Cal.

TEMPERANCE PACKAGES.

We have put up in neat packages, with printed wrappers,
three different assortments of our health and temperance works,
which we will furnish, post-paid, at the prices named.

TEN CENT PACKAGE,

This package contains 100 pages in twenty-five tracts, as fol-
lows:—

The Code of Health—ITow to Live a Century—Pure Air—How
*> Ventilate a House—A Back Yard Examined—Inventory of a
Cellar—What's in the Well—Cayenne and Its Congeners—A
Live'Hog Examined—A Peep into a Packing House—The Con-
tents of a Tea-Pot—Tea Tasters—Tea Drinking and Nervous-
ness—Tea Topers—Tea and Tippling—Tobacco Poisoning—A
Relic of Barbarism—Tobacco Blindness—Science vs. Tobacco-
Using—The Smoke Nuisance—The Rum Family—A Drunkard’s
Stomach—Gin Livers—A Rum Blossom—aAlcoholism.

Of the twenty-five tracts, ten are devoted to gendral hygiene,
five to the subject of temperance, five to alcoholic drinks, and
five to tea and coffee. Twelve packages, post-paid, for $1.00.

FORTY CENT PACKAGE.

The second package, costing forty cents, post-paid, contains
‘he following tracts and pamphlets:—

True Temperance—Alcohol, What Is It ?—Our Nation’s Curse
—Cause and Cure of Intemperance—Eflects of Imtemperance—
The Drunkard’s Arguments Answered—Alcoholic Medication—
Alcoholic Poison—Tobacco Poisoning—Tobacco-Using a Cause
of Disease—Tobacco-Using a Relic of Barbarism—Evil Effectsof
Tea and Coffee—Ten Arguments on Tea and Coffee~Pork, the
Dangers of Its Use—Diphtheria, its Causes, Prevention, and
Proper Treatment. By J. H. Kellogg, M. D. This book should
be in every household.

ONE DOLLAR PACKAGE.

The third package, costing $1.00, post-paid, contains in addi.
{on to the forty cent package the following pamphlets:—

Proper Diet for Man, price 15¢.—The Uses of Water, price 25¢.—
Dyspepsia, Its Cause and Cure, price 25¢.

The object of Arranging these Packages is to get them ina
scnvenient form for sale and for selection.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

PLAIN FACTS FOR OLD AND YOUNG

—EMBRACING—
NATURAL HISTORY AND HYGIENE OF ORGANIC LIFE.
By J. H. KrLLoGG, M. D.

Member of the British and American Associations for the Ad
ment of Science, Editor of ‘‘ Good Health,” and Author
of Various Works on Health.

NEW EDITION REVISED AND ENLARGED,
CONTAINING OVER 600 OCTAVO PAGES.

No work ever issued from the American Press has met with
guch a cordial reception by the people. It is indorsed by the
highest authority asa standard work. It isa necessity, not a
Juxury. Indispensable tothose who would preserve the health
and morals of their own children.

BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS.

Sex in Living Forms—Reproduction—Sexual Hygiene—Un-
chastity—The Social Evil—Solitary Vice—Etc.—A chapter for
boys—A chapter for young men—A chapter for old men—A
chapter for girls—A chapter for young women—aA chapter for
wives and mothers—Diseases peculiar to women.

100 CHOICE HEALTH THOUGHTS.
“Plain Facts’ is sold only by subseription.—Agents wanted.

For sample copies, territory, and terms,
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

General Agents for the West.

BIBLE-READINGS.

IN TWO NUMBERS EMBRACING A PORTION OF THE BIBLE COURSE
AT HEALDSBURG COLLEGE.

By ELD. E. J. WAGGONER.

TrEsE Readings were prepared especially for the use of col-
porters and thogs: who li)ntend to conduct Bible-readings in
missionary fields, and they present a connected chain of argu-
ment upon the fundamental doctrines,of Present Truth.

NUMBER ONE contains 57 pages, embracing sixteen readings,
as follows:—

No. Ques. No. Ques.
Pandel B: citovicsnaransiss 93 | The Law of God, 1\!9. 4.... 82
Daniel7 ..c.coceee ves 98 " 4¢ 5.... 81
Daniel 8..... s avens ... 60| Ephesians 2:15.......00 «ot 26
Daxd®l - . ivibess ... 94| Romans 6:14.... NGk |
The Ba.nctnm‘,\a..I.q...i 1:7;()) gggar;:g%:_ié... o :};
The“Lawof“(;od, “0'2 ..... 31 | Romans 8:20... 10

s “ e 98 | THhiNG. .- seeesesnssns iz D
NuMBER Two contains 46 pages, embracing twenty-two read-
ings, as follows:—

)y 4 No. Qucla.s
th, No. 1.....ooene 51| 2 Corinthians 5:8.... ......
g T .49 | Tuke 28:89-43. . 16
L i = 1 Peter 8:18-20. .
Colossians 2-14-17... ..... . Luke 16:19-31.. g
Psalms 118:24. ......... .... 13 | Living Souls.... o1

s e .10 re of Man.. . . .. ...l
e st 43 g\‘:mshmentof the Wicked..70

AROBEION. o v o 00d o000
Sgg:rtid (?oxg?ng of Christ... gg Work of the“Spmt, }f}) ; : ‘4_)1
SO S o0 e s e wir's £A 53 53
?ngn%erfaﬁg;mon ......... ...18| Church Membership........ 221!
Philippians 1:23... ........ 5 | Missionary Labor.. .........
Price for the Two, 50 Cents.
3 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.
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Tue new universal language “volapiik,” seems to
be growing in the favor of the learned. The Univer-
sity of Munich has voted to permit Dr. J. E. Meiss to
lecture upon it in the university. Volapiik has been
studied by over 100,000 persons in Europe, and
eleven journals are devoted to it. Whether it will
ever become in fact the “world language,” remains
to be seen.

“Tur Lutheran Church Consistory of Dresden,
Saxony, has passed a resolution that persons known
to be adherents of Spiritualism shall not be admitted
to the Holy Communion.” But if they should pass
a resolution excluding from the communion all who
are really Spiritualists, because of holding the funda-
mental doctrines of Spiritualism, the number of
communicants would be reduced a great deal more
than Gideon’s army was.

e

Tie “grand Christmas number” of the Messenger
of Wisdom and Israel's Guide has been sent to us.
Like most papers of the class indicated by its name,
it hails from England. It is devoted, not profess-
edly, but actually, to the work of confusing the minds
of the people concerning the prophecies, and of
arousing prejudices in the minds of sensible people
against the doctrines of the second advent of Christ.
The only satisfactory thing about such papers is that
they are usually written in such obscure jargon that

nob(l)dy can understand what they are trying to
teach.

Ir is stated that in two London churches actors
have been invited to read the lessons for several
successive Sundays, lately, and have given great
satisfaction to the audiences. We- see no reason
why they should not; as a general thing actors can
r-ead better than ministers can, and when the serv-
ice consists merely of music, and the reading of a set
" Icnfson,” the best reader must give the best satis-
faction. TFrom this little circumstance anybody
ought to be able to see how a liturgical service nat-
urally tends to make moral character and biblical
knowledge minor qualifications for a minister.

o B4

Some people are consoling themselves with the
idea that President Cleveland’s gift to the Pope had
no political significance,—that he did not make it
officially, but as a private person. But we are very
certain that the President did not so regard it, and
that the Pope did not receive it as from a private
person. In return for it, he sent his blessing to the
President, and to the country of which he is the
head. Tt is worth noting that the kingdom of Ttaly,
and the united kingdoms of Sweden and Norway,
are the only civilized nations of any importance in
the world, that honored themselves by not honoring
the Pope with presents on the occasion of his jubilee-

>0

A ¥EW days ago, we saw a report of a revival ger-
mon that was preached by an evangelist now hold-
Ing meetings in San Francisco. The report was in-
tended to bhe complimen-fary to the evangelist, and
the statement was made in the most matter-of-fact
manner that the discour se the preceding evening
Was on the visit of Nicode mus to Jesus, recorded in
thé third chapter of J ohn, and that it was.enlivened
and illustrated by many hu; weorous stories, We have
10 doubt of the truth of the; ‘eport, for we once heard
tl.xe same speaker tell some ] wmorous stories in a re-

Vival sermon.  But who that] s read the third chap-
ter of John, would consider it; ‘Hggestive of humorgus

stories? And what can be the quality of that man’s
reverence, who can read that chapter and tell jokes
in the same breath? And what will be the quality
of the converts which he makes by such sermons?
Will they not be “funny” Christians? Where has
reverence gone? The next thing that we may expeet
is that some “revivalist” is eliciting roars of laughter
by a sermon on the crucifixion of Christ.

il

SpeAakiNG of the story that has been going the
rounds of the secular press, and has found its way
into not a few professedly religious papers, namely,
that the Seventh-day Adventists of Battle Creek,
Mich., had fixed the time for the Lord to come, and
had disposed of their property, and prepared ascen-
sion robes, the Bible Banner says:—

“The facility with which such a_yarn about white
robes can be started and made to be credited in this
year of grace, and of abounding newspapers, ac-
counts for its persistent existence forty years ago as
a smutch on a people who expected Christ, and re-
lieves any nervous souls from feeling any need to at-
tempt to refute it in future. The race of liars is not
doa(‘, and it is as foolish as ever to run after foolish
liars to contradict them.”

That is all that need be said about the matter, ex-
cept that the number of people who make and love
a lic seems to be on the increase, and that this age
of “abounding newspapers” wonderfully increases
the facility for circulating such yarns; for while
hundreds of papers will readily publish a falsehood
concerning religion or a religious body, very few
will publish a correction—unless the religious body
has, political influence.

o B4

A GOOD PLACE.

Trrs expression is emphatically true of the Rural
Health Retreat, near St. Helena, Cal. It is a good
place for the sick to go in order to get well, and for
the well to go in order to get better. The old epi-
taph, “I was well; T wanted to be better; I took
physic, and died,” can never be written by the well
man who goes to the Iealth Retreat, in order to
get better ; for there he will take only nature’s reme-
dies under the most favorable circumstances.

Great improvements have lately been made at the
Retreat. The main building has been enlarged to
more than double its former capacity, so that now
a family of one hundred can be well provided for.
The building is four stories in height, with a well-
lighted room and a promenade upon the fifth floor
which is the roof. An elevator run by water, of
which the Retreat has now an abundant supply,
provides easy access to every floor. Besides this,
the rise of the mountain is such that one can step
from every floor, and also from the top of the build-
ing, directly out upon the ground.

The view from the Retreat is most delightful, and
from every spot of ground in the neighborhood
round about, a different landscape is presented to
sight. The climate is so mild*that invalids can,
even at this season of the year, take comfort in sit-
ting out upon the verandas. The variation of tem-
perature is not great, and what Eastern people would
call cold weather is never known there.

As for the fare, we can say that the tables are pro-
vided with everything that is good. The only diffi-
culty anyone will find will be to restrain his appetite
when so great a variety of nourishing and toothsome
food is spread before him.

Genial managers and kind attendants combine
to make the sum of happiness complete for the in-
valid or the wayfarer. Given the bracing air, the
mild and equable climate, the medical attendance
and the good treatment, the rest, alternated with
judicious exercise, either active or passive, accord-
ing to the strength of the patient, and the nourish-
ing diet found at the Retreat, and if a sick person
cann~’ recover his health there, it is because re-
covery is impossible; while the professional man
who feels worn out with close confinement to his of-
fice and the daily routine of business, will find his
spirits wonderfully revived by a week’s stay at the
Retreat. In short, the place is what its name im-
plies, a quiet home where one can retreat from the
noise and bustle of the world, and find the Blessing
Jof health.

In a recent speech in New York, Dr. McGlynm
said of the Papal authorities at Rome:—

“I will go on, and if they try to crush me, then I
will proceed to expose them, and I can give facts
that will make the country too hot to hold some of
them. It will be the part of prudence for them to
let me alone.”

We have no doubt that Dr. MrGlynn can tell
some pretty damaging things about the Romish an-
thorities. Ile has been behind the scenes, and has
been in their confidence. From his remarks, it
would seem that he knows of some gross crimes that.
they have perpetrated; and it would not surprise
us at all to find out that this is so. But the question
is, Why does he make the exposing of them a mat-
ter of revenge? If he were a true reformer, he
would not rest his actions on such low ground. If
he would tell what he knows, calmly, and with the
desire of keeping as many innocent people as possi-
ble from being duped, it would have much more
weight.

Lan an g

- F'rom the publisher, A. B. Deming, 124 Post St.,
San Francisco, we have received a copy of Naked
Truths about Mormowism, which we understand is to
be published monthly. It contains a great many
facts about the rise of Mormonism, and there are
affidavits from respectable persons now living, testi-
fying to the frauds by which the “ Book of Mormon””
was foisted upon the people as a revelation from
Heaven. While we like to see frauds exposed, we
have no idea that such exposure will affect Mormon-
ism in the least. The Mormon leaders well know
the fraudulent character of their pretensions; and
their converts are made mostly from the ignorant
and the depraved in this country, and from those in
foreign countries who could not be reached by any
exposure published in the English language. As
long as there are people who love and make a lie,
lies will be believed by many in preference to the
truth ; and that will be until the Lord comes.

-0

Tue Christian Union says of Mr. C. A. Berry, who

recently declined the pastorate of Plymouth Church,
Jrooklyn, that when he was in this country, “he

left the impression of being a man of executive
force, of individuality and independence of charac-
ter, and a preacher of more than ordinary skill and
attractiveness. A man who apprehends the drift of
modern thought and life.” And it adds that this
age needs a message of hope, “and it needs this mes-
sage broadly and rationally interpreted, so that it
shall be accordant with the best modern thought,
and credible by & man’s whole nature.”

In this last statement the Union has made just one
mistake. It should have said that this age wants
such a message, not that it needs it. A person must
be wonderfully ignorant of human nature, and blind
to the prevailing drift of the day, who thinks that a
message which accords with man’s nature, and with
the “drift of modern thought and life,” can ever
have any real elevating power. One who preaches
such a message would doubtless be very acceptable
to those who “will not endure sound doctrine,” but
who will heap to themselves teachers after their
own lusts.

NOTICE.

Arr who canvags for the German “Life of Christ”
should order outfits and books from their State T.
and M. Society. Much time will necessarily be lost
by sending orders to us, as we invariably refer them
to the society in the State from which they come.

Paciric Press.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

PUBLISIHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR TIIE

International Tract and Missionary Society.

A sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discus-
sion of the Prophecies, 8igns of the Times, Second Coming of
Christ, Harmony of the Law and Gospel; with Departments
devoted to Health and Temperance, The Home Circle, the
Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-school.

Price Per Year, post-paid, - - - - $2.00

In elubs of five or more copies to one name and ad-

dress, to be used in Missionary work, each, - -~ $1.50

To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, 10s

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES,
Twelfth and Castro Sts,, OAKLAND, CAL., U, 8. A.




