EXPOSITOR AM.D ADVOCATE.

AH

From the Carbondale Transcript.

The Narrow Escapes

Elder Literal. Good morning, Deacon Spir-
itual; when did you return home ?

Deacon. Yesterday, after suffering a very
narrow escape.

E. A narrow escape! ah, what was it ?

D. Why, yesterday morning, as the cars
started out of the depot, that wicked switch-
tender turned the switch the wrong way, and sent
the whole train off on the wrong track; anfl on
we went, not notieing but all was right, till we
came to Deep Gulf, where, you know, as yet
there isno bridge. This the conductor happened
to notice just as we were running right into the
very gulf itself, and he instantly gave the alarm ;
but with all the extraordinary exertion that could
possibly be made, the cars were not stopped till
the engine had run on to the last half ioch of
the track, which, had it passed, it would have
fallen hundreds of feet upon the rocks below, and
pulled the whole train down and stove us all to
pieces.

E. 0,amazing! Well, you did narrowly es-
cape, sure enough. And what did the conductor
do whes the train was finally stopped ?

D. Do? why, there was but one thing he
could do; that was, to back the whole train back
again to the depot from which we started, and set
out anew on the right track.

Z. That was right: but I wonder some of
you had not noticed the mistake before; for you
know, on the right track you go but a little way
before you come to *“ Grove Village,” and then
“« Dow's Mill,” and soon after, the new meeting-
house. It is strange some of you did not miss
these prominent objects.

D. 0! we all thought we were right; so we
did not notice the things particularly. We knew
we should pass “ Grove Village,” so when we
came to ¢ Slab City,” as they call it, thinking
we were on the right track,we took tkat to be
“ Grove Village;” and when we came to that old
saw mill, on the left, we thought it must be
« Dow's Mill,” and soon we saw a large new build-
ing on the hill there, and we took it to be the
new meeting-house. :

E. 8o youfound a substitute for everything
you would have met, had you been on the right
track.

D. Just so, Elder.

E. But was your ride as pleasant on the
wrong track ?

D, 0, yes; there was a good jolly company
of us, and as long as none of us knew our danger
we had nothing to fear.

E. Now, Deacon, this is a very interesting
lesson; come let us sit down under this shady
tree and talk it over.

D. T haveno objection to sitting down and
resting a few moments, but I do not see much to
be learned from it, more than to look out next
time and ‘see that the switch-tender is a good
honest man.

E. Well, begin here, then, and talk about an-
other switeh-tender who has been tending switch
nearly six thousand years, and has switched mil-
lions off on to the wrong track; and it is to be
feared many have never discovered the error till
they have been hurled down the awful precipice
you 80 narrowly escaped yesterday.

D. T donot really comprehend your meaning.

E. I mean with regard to religion, there are
two tracks, a right and a wrong. They both be-
gin at the same depot, the Word of God. If the
Christian takes the righg track and keeps it, he
will meet certain objects that are found nowhere
else, and is sure to geb home at last, without dan-

; ger of being dashed upon rocks in deep gulfs.—
But, if he suffers the devil to switch him off, he
may still run on very pleasantly, substituting the
wrong for the right, till the deep gulf swallows
him up.

D. Very true; but a Christian, with a Bible
in his hand, may always know when he is right
or wrong. !

E. It would seem s0; but that depends on
whether he is guided and directed bythe Bible,
ot by the switch-tender.

. D.  Idon’t understand you. Arenotall Chris-
tians directed by the Word of God ?

E. They should be; but the most of nomi-

nal Christians tell us the Bible says so-and-so,
but means something very different. This gives
the switch-tender fall power to turn that mean-
ing which way he will. ~ So, before we can know
whether we are right, we must know whether the
switch has been turned right or not, or whether
it should be turned at all.

D. To be sure, the Word must have a mean-
ing, or it would be a useless thing.

E. C(ertainly; but is not the meaning in the
Word itself ?

D. I expeet it is, either in a literal or spir-
itual sense.

E. If itisin a spiritual sense, how are we
to know its meaning, since we have not the gram-
mar or Jexicon of any spiritual language?

D. If a man has the Spirit of God in him, he
will be able to understand it by that.

E. Then that part which is spiritual is a nse-
less thing, really; for the wicked know nothing
of its meaning, and the righteous are taught it
by the spirit, and not by the Word itself.

D. But it is the duty of the people of God
to explain that part to the wicked.

E. And this they could do as well without
the written word as with—the written word is
not to be taken, but the dictates of the Spirit.—
Besides, this lays the sinner under the necessity
of having the spirit of inspiration in him, to en-
able him to determine who has the true spirit of
interpretation, and who has not; for those who
talk of the spiritual meaning of the word, differ
materially among themselves.

D. 1 always knew you to be quite a literalist:
but you may present all the difficulties you please
—there are certain texts that cannot be under-
stood only in a spiritual sense.

E. If there are such, they cannot be under-
stood at all by men; for the spiritual interpreta-
tion will always prove one side of the question
just as well as the other; and a witness that will
swear to both sides of a case, is a false witness.
Will you have the goodness to name a text that
has no meaning but a spiritual one ?

D. Yes; there is what God said to Adam:
“In the day thou eatest théreof thou shalt surely
die.” v

E. Very well, I see no need of spiritualism
in'that.

D. I do, for he told him he should die in the
day he eat thereof; and he did eat, but did not
die Ziterally for more than nine hundred years
after; so the death he died the day he eat must
have been a spiritual death.

E. Notquiteso fast! this may be the switch-
ing off place. The Lord God said he should
surely die: the serpent said he should not surely
die.  Did they both tell him the truth?

D. 0! no: the serpent lied to him.

E. How does it appear that he lied ? You
say he did not die literally for more than nine
hundred years after.

D. He died spiritually the same day.

E. What do you mean by that?

D. He died in sin. ;

E.  And what does that mean ?

D. Why, in becoming a sinner his moral prin-
ciples died.

E. Well, it wasnot those principles that were
threatened with death, but the creature, man,
himself, whom you say did not die that day.—
The serpent, then, was certainly right; he told
the man he should not die that day, and you
say he did not, but his moral principles did.—
And suppose he did—the serpeat did not tell him
they should not.

D. But the real man is the immortal soul,
not the body. This soul is the moral faculties
of the creature, the inner man, or man proper;
this moral sensibility died that day; hence the
death of the man proper.

E. But suppose man has no immortal soul,
to die such a death; then how does it appear that
the Lord God told him the truth ?

D. But we know he Zas.

E. How do we know ? It is not mentioned
in the text.

D.  This text admits of no interpretation.

E. T suppose you mean that you cannot in-
terpret it in any other way ?

D. I mean, no one can.

E. 0, yes, Deacon; just spiritualize the day
instead of the deatZ, and all is equally as clear.
Then Adam died a /iteral death in the same spir-
itual day in which he ate; and no immortal soul
neither. Here you see spiritualism proves the
other side of the question also.

D. What can a spiritual day be?

E. Peter says, “ One day with the Lord is
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as a
day.” May be that is it. Is it more strange
that God should make spiritual days, than it is
that he should make spiritual deaths.

D. "Noj; but Adam must have died in sin the
day he ate.

E.  And suppose he did : the death of his
moral principles was not the death of the man.
God threatened him with death as a penalty, did
henot ?

D. T think he did.

E. And do you think Adam’s penalty was to
be dead in sin ?

D. What else could it be ?

E. - Tt would be just what God said it would
-—surely die.” And it could not be “ dead in
sin,” for that is only being a sinner continuing
in sin. - So, according to your spiritual interpre-
tation, you make God say to Adam, in the day
thou eatest thereof, (that is, in the day thou sin-
nest,) thou shalt keep on sinning, or be dead in
sin. Now, nothing is more certain t} an that be-
ing dead in sin, or spiritual death,is not a pun-
ishment, but a crime, for which the sinner must
be punished.

D. Suppose it is; and then what ?

E.  Then T ask, how did Adam get his pen-
alty in the day he ate? which is the point you
have been trying to maintain; 4. e, how was he
punished for being dead in sin ?

D. Why, God drove him out of Eden imme-
diately ; that was a part of his penalty, at least.

E. Not unless it is implied in the words,
“gurely die.” But God has given his own rea-
sons for driving him from Eden: ¢ Lest he put
forth his hand and partake of the tree of life, and
live forever.” That is, lest he should eat of the
tree of life, and escape the penalty.

D. -~ That is, so that his body should not live
forever.

E. Was his body immortal before he fell ?

D. 1 think it was; or, at least, it was not
subject to death until it was denied acoess to the
tree of life.

E. Well, was not the soul denied access to
the same tree ?

D. Yes; from its own inherent immortality
it cannot die.

E. Then God did not gain anything by dri-

. ving that from the tree of life ; it will live for-

ever, whether it eat of the tree of life or not.

D. But the body suffered death in conse-
quence of being driven from the tree of life.

E. Yes, yes, but the body was not the guilty
part ; you say the soul is the only conscious part,
and consequently is the only part capable of sin-
ning; yet it escapes with impunity. You have
seen that its spiritual death was its crime and
not its penalty, and as for its being driven from
the tree of life, that did not affect it.

D. Itspenalty is eternal death in hell fire.

E. Was that implied in what God said to
Adam, in the words “ surely die.”

D. It must have been.

E. Well, after all, then, your spiritualism
has amounted to just nothing. Adam dJid not
die an eternal death in hell fire the same day he
ate the forbidden fruit.

D. And perhaps the reason was, because he
repented.

E. And perhaps for the same reason he did
not die Ziterally that day. But you say Adam
was driven from the tree of life, that his body
might die, as threatened in the words, “surely
die,” and now you say eternal death in hell fire
is implied in them. Tt follows, then, that Adam’s
body was. driven from the tree of life, that it

D. Not that his body should go t0 hell Lut
his soul. It becomes necessary to separate the
soul from the body, that the souls of the wicked
may he punished, and those of the righteons re-
warded, neither of which can be fully accom-
plished till death by which they are separated.

E, Then the*jw;%s no other way for Adam
to get the full reward of holiness, but sin. This
makes sin absolutely necessary to the future well-
being of the creature.

D. T know there are some things about it
that are difficult to explain and understand in
our present state; hereafter we shall' know all.
It is encugh for us, at present, to believe these
great truths.

L. 'That is right; but what are these great
truths ? are they the spiriturl or literal inter-
pretation ?

D. Wemust believe the Word of God.

E. Well, I am willing to; but that says not
one word about what you have been all this time
trying to prove. God said to Adam, (condition-
ally,) ¢ Thou shalt surely die,” and I believe it;
but you have been making it everything but
“ surely die.”  And in order to make it out, you
haye supposed man to be two real beings instead
of one—one immortal-soul being, and one corpo-
real-mortal being.

D, Well, he certainly is composed of soul
and body; and while they are together there is
but one being of them both, and when they are
separated the soul is that being.

E. Well, God spake to the living Adam,
haying soul and body.together; and ¢ surély die”
must have meant both rparts. Now you say he
did not surely die, for his body was not implied
in the threat—he did not mean that, you say,
but his soul, and thr t,only became sinful in the
day he ate, which you call spiritual death, which
is, finally, no death at all. Now, Deacon, be can-
did. Remember the mnarrow escape of yester-
day. You were then on the wrong track. - You
found not one real object on it which was the
same you would have found had you been on the
right track, but only a mi: erable substitute for
them, Just so it is with you to-day.. .If you
are on the right track, it is well ; if not, and you
proceed, you will find nothing for your faith to
lay hold of, but the most miserable substitutes
for the realities embraced by the faith of the
true Christian on the right track.

D. What do you mean ?. . Do you mean that
if I am wrong in believing in the immortality of
the soul, I am wreng in everything else pertain-
ing to religion ?

E. I mean just that. If you are on the
wrong track, you cannot be on the right one at
the same time; so the further you go on it, the
further you will ‘get from God and the truth;
neither can you get on the right track till you
run back and take it just where you switched off
from it. And if you are off from it, spiritualism
is the switch that turned you off, and the devil
tends it; for it was he that first said, “ Ye shall

not surely die,”—just what your spiritualism has
made it.

D. 8o, if I err in that, my faith lays hold of
no real object which it would if I believed in the
literal interpretation, and that man had no innate
immortal part ?

E. Just so.

(7o be Continated.)

L= Great calamities teach us many beauti-
ful lessons, and reveal to us much we should
never have seen from the common level of life.

Outward comforts are like the rotten
twigs of a tree; they may be touched, but if they
are trusted to, or rested upon, they will certain-
ly deceive and fail us.
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(Originall)
“ He Doeth Al Things Well.,”

BY SARAH LOUISE.

Oh ! blest assurance ! how it cheers
The weary, drooping heart,

When compassed by dark, boding fears,
While earth’s bright dreams depart.

To know * our Father” reignsabove,
And His kind hand doth gnide

The raging tempest,—in His love,
He rules the swelling tide.

And tho” dark, sorrow clouds may fall
Around our pathway here,—

Their night of woe o’ershadow all,

| /And make the way seem drear,

Ah! then it is, we know full well
How dark this world would be,

Did no bright star of hope foretell,
A blest eternity.

Whatever be our portion here,
Then let us trust His word,

Its light will banish every fear,
And grace divine afford ;

~ And, if we trust in Him alone,

And lean upon His arm,

He watcheth ever, o’er His own,
And keepeth them from harm.

For, even as our day shall be,
So shall we strength obtain,
To bear us up, amid earth’s toil
And sorrow, care and pain ;
Then with a calm and holy trust
We'll bid each fear begone,—
Knowing “our Father” still is just
We say, “ Thy will be done.”’

Then, whether grief or happiness
Be ours here below,

Oh ! may this holy spirit bless
Whatever He bestow ;

We'll meekly bow beneath the rod
‘While sorrow tempests swell,

Knowing afilictions are of God—
¢ He doeth all things well.”

Konosha, Wis.

(INTERPRETATION OF OLD TESTA-
MENT PROPHECIES
QUOTED IN THE NEW.”

THE PROPHECIES OF CHRIST'S BIRTH PLACE.

e nd) Qa2

Now, for the fulfiliment of this vocation of ell-
ing a people ‘their sins and their transgressions,
behold what gifts and qualifications are necessa-
ry: “Fulness of power by the Spirit of the Lord,
and of judgment and of might.”  Our blessed
Lord, before giving a commission; to his apostles
and their suecessors to go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature under hea-
ven, did first-assure them, as the ground of their
ability and confidence, that * all power wasgiven

fore,” said he, ¢ go; and, lo! I am with you al,
way, unto the end of the world.” Matt. xxviii.
18, 19. And before they went forth to execute
their commission, he commanded them to remain
in Jeru alem until they should receive power
from on high, (Acts i. 4, 8:) which ‘haying re:
ceived on the day of Pentecost, they went forth
in the strength thereof, and preached salyation
from the wrath to come; in the spirit, not of
fear, but “ of power, and of love, and.of ;2 sound
mind.” '
Power in the Holy Spirit, which, the prophet
Micah declareth himself to have been possessed
f, is that with which every minister of the word
wder the Holy Ghost ought to be endowed : and

itthe consciousness of having received that gift

| he asks for license to preach the gospel; and in

the fulness of that power he goes forth to preach
it.  One who, out of a feigned humility, will not
assert his commission to be from the Holy Ghost,
and his word to be in the power of the Holy
Ghost, doth merely declare that he hath'no right
to stand in. that holy office; that he deceived the
church when he professed to haye received the
call of the Holy Ghost ; or, if he was then truly
in the spirit of power, that he hath lost it since,
and is either become apostate, or for a season
come under obscurity and hiding. Butas to the
notion, now gone abroad, that it is an evil and a
blasphemous thing for a minister of the gospel

| to speak in the name of the Holy Ghost, it is a

false and a ruinous notion, subverting the office
of the ministry altogether, denying to the Holy
Ghost his appointed ordinance, and leaving both

| ministers and people to the misleading of their

own understanding and of worldly prudence.

To this meanness, poverty, and degeneracy of
the ministerial calling ; to this refusal to assert
our own standing, as the ambassadors of God,
speaking in the Spirit the things of Christ; it is
due, more than to all things besides, that this
age is wholly given up to human wisdom, man’s
understanding, expediency, and common sense:
and doth decry, as enthusiasm, and presumption,
and blasphemy, every attempt to, assert for the
Holy Ghost a living organ of thought, speech,
and action. Foolish and wicked men! ye know
not whither you drive ;—downright infidelity,
absolute atheism, the. deity of human reason, the

| abrogation of any and every divine right in prince
or prophet, father or husband, governor or mas-

ter; the desecrating of every ordinance into a
shell and slough; the bringing in of the reign of
common sense, as opposed to'the Holy Ghost.——
Who are foremost in this God-dethroning career?
Those ministers of the gospel who say, We have
no commission, we have no authority to speak in
the Holy Ghost: we are but educated men, stu-
dious men, essayists, lecturers, preachers, or what
you please to call us; but any divine commission
we are not vain enough, any divine authority we
are not, blasphemous enough, to elaim. . This' is
the worst of all.

This power of the Holy Ghost, in which the
prophets of the Old and the ministers of the New
Testament are sent forth, is guided by “judg:
ment” and endowed with'* might.” Judgment
is the power of discriminating beétween the good
and the evilj strength is the power to declare
and utter it in the face of all opposition, and ter-
ror, and death itself: the one respecting the con-
seience which discerneth truth, the other respect-
ing the eviland gainsaying world in which it is
uttered. ' There is no proceeding astep: in the
knowledge of Grod without the former; and with-
out the latter there ‘is' no proceeding a step in
his obedience. , The Spirit.of God andinteth the
eye-balls of the conscience, and openeth to us the
objects of 'the:moral world in those aspects and
bearings which ‘they have in God's own sight:
we know the evil to be evil, and the good to' be
good ; we know the false to be false, and the true
to be true: and without this knowledge how shall
we commend the one or rebuke/the other ? - Now
I ask, ought not.every Christian minister, ought
not every Christian man, to possess this unction
from the Holy One, by which he knoweth all
things, which is true and isxo lie, and with which
10 lie ¢an 'in any way:intérmingle?: This is
judgment : not the passive observation of the evil
and the good, the critical acumen; to kaow the

one from the other ; but the active abhorrence,
the eager ayoidance of the eyil, the fervent admi-
tation and the earnest pursuit of the good.

Judgment, in the sense of the Scriptures, is
the detestation of wickedness and the love of
goodness. This strong principle of righteous-
ness at all times—not the faculty of finding out
the means. for some end, but the discernment at
once both ‘of the right end and of the right
means ;—this spirit of a sound mind ; this “ yis-
dom from above, which is first pure, and then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full
of mercy and of good fruits, without partiality
and without hypoerisy;” this Holy Spirit of
truth, is what in the Scripture is signified by
judgment : and not there only, but, among men
also; forwhat is a judge, but he into whose hand
is committed the high duty of discerning righ-
teousness through all the mists of prejudice and
the disguises of self-interests with which it is
obscured in the eyes of ordinary men, and the
sacred trust of administering justice and equity
to all classes and orders of men; whose commu,.
nion with invisible things, whose  introspection
with the eye of conscience, whose occupation
with the secret and inward fountains of truth,
should be such, as that he is thought, when seat-
ed on the tribunal, to have no need of his out-
ward eye, over which, in their symbolical figures
of justice, they are wont to draw a blind ?

But, besides this faculty of discerning be:
tween the good and the evil, there is another need-
ful to the vocation of a prophet, which is, bold-
ness and daring to utter it : “ Add to your faith
virtue,” or manhood. 'Without this, knowledge
and faith degenerate into selfish devoteeship or
confused mysticism.  Boldness to declare, open-
ness 'to confess, firmness to destroy and root out
evil, 'is, next ‘to the discernment of it, most ne-
cegsary to a man and a Christian, and, above all,
to a minister of truth and righteousness; who is
set for the very end of ‘exposing iniquity by the
light of his example and his precept—especially
of his precept.  Our calling is to show the pow-
er of word before effect; the power of faith be-
fore experience. It is an error, and a most
deadly one, that a minister should only declare
iniquity and righteousness according to his expe-
rience of the one and his attainment of the other.
He is not the measure ; God is the measure: he
is not the example; Christ is the example. He
is not the community, but one person of it, who
should study the whole, and know the righteous-
ness and’ iniquity of the whole: for why, then,
take himself as the measure? He is not the
church, but the voice of it, by which all the mem-
bers confess their sins'and crave forgiveness; for
why, ‘then, make 'himself the only member *—
Mock humility, betrayal" of trust, ignorance of
our office, 'is ‘this maxim of regulating our mes-
sage by our- experience, instead of listening to
the Spirit of God, and delivering the whole coun-
sel of the Word of God. A minister, indeed, by
his own personal character may ‘be prevented
from enjoying the knowledge of the truth: if he
would be delivered from this short-coming, it is
not by hiding or ‘shortening, but by declaring
what he does know; by being faithful over the
least, that he ‘may be made faithful over the
greatest.

Such are the qualifications for the prophetical
calling; 'to which all ministers of the gospel are
called; ‘and ‘such are the abuses to which it is
liable. T have spoken as a dying and responsi-

bleman should speak ; asaminister of the church

of Chtist, and a lover of his cbuntry, and a pro”
moter of the common weal of men; who feels
what issues, temporal and eternal, not.of myself
and my family and my flock, but of thousands
and of millions of men, depend upon the declara-
tion of the truth in these and in all times. We
of this generation have. a work for this genera-
tion to do:: we seek not, we think not of, posthu-
mous fame, of renown amongst men, of long life
in the breath of men; we have a better life, and
a higher renown, and a mere enduring name, af-
ter the honors of which we are in pursuit, when
we cry upon the ministers, of the word to shake
themselves from their. sleep ; to turn the Word
of God, and  consider their vocation as it hath
been exercised since the days of Enoch; to re-
member into what as men they are baptized, even
the, reception of the Holy Ghost : to remember
by what as ministers, they professed to have been
called, even by the call of the Holy Ghost; and
to feel for that Holy Ghost; and to open their
ear and hear his voice; to open- their lips, and
testify the things of Christ; to fulfill his office;
which is to reprove the world “of sin, of righ-
teousness, and of judgment to come.” This office
of the Comforter surely we are called upon to dis-
charge; and if we do not faithfully fulfill this
office of rebuke and threatening, how shall men
flee to the hope set before them in the gospel ?—
To close all, if I sought for a description of the
Christian ministry as I believe it to be in this
land, I would take Isaiah the prophet's, in these
words : “ His watchmen are blind: they are all
ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot
bark ; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber,
Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have
enough, and they are shepherds that cannot un-
derstand : they all look to their own way, every
one for his gain from his quarter.” Isaiah lyi.
10, 11. ,

And next, what such governors and watchmen
bring upon a country, let our prophet declare.-—
“ Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of
Jacob, and princes of, the house of Israel, that
abhor judgment, and ' pervert all equity.” Mjcah
iii. 9. The prophet, having declared himself to
be filled with power from the Spirit of God, both
to judge and to utter judgments, calls upon the
heads of the house of Jacob, and the prinees of
the house of Israel, who abhorred judgment and
perverted equity, to give him ear, and hear their
impeachment of the Lord. He again names them
by their honorable names, as heads of the'house
and leaders of the people, who by their example
and their precept should have guided the people
with wisdom, and purged out from amongst them
all the evil doers; being eyes to observe, and
horns to destroy the wickedness of the wicked.—
But, instead of this, they abhorred judgment, and
perverted all equity ; being the seducers of the
people into iniquity by their example and their
influence, and the oppressors of those who were
of too high and upright a mind to follow their
base and erroneous courses. ,

And when they sat in judgment they pervert-
ed it ;. morality was gone out of their government
and their religion: their hands were full of blood ;
and God would not hear their prayers or accept
their offerings. This God will not in any wise
endure. He will have mercy before sacrifice,

and righteousness he loveth more than the fat of
rams.  Hear what he saith to them by the mouth
of ‘Tsaiah ; to priests, and prophets, and rulers:
«Bring no more vain oblations: incense is an
abomination unto me; the new moons and Sab-
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' baths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.—
Your new moons and your appointed feasts my
soul hateth : they are a trouble unto me; I am
weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you:
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear:
your hands are full of blood. Wash you, make
you clean ; put away the evil of your doings from
before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do
well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge
the fatherless, plead for the widow.” Isa. i 13~
17. A religion, a government, without morality,
is most odious in the sight of God; a religion, a
government, Without morality, professing to be
administered in the name of the most holy God
and of his Christ, he will not endure. He calls
those into whose hands he had entrusted the
keeping of his flock, the princes, the prophets,
and the priests, and by the mouth of Micah tells
them their guilt, and the consequence of it. This
is the indictment.

“Ye build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem

with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for re
ward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and
the prophets thereof divine for money; yet will
they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord
among us ? none evil can come upon us.” Of
the wickedness of the rulers we have already
made sufficient discourse : covetousness, gain in
some form or another, is the grand offence: for
money they would condemn, and for money they
would acquit; for money they would fill the
priest’s office, and for gain the prophet’s. And
wherefore this devotedness to money? Because
money purchaseth all things visible, is that for
which everything worldly and sensual can be ob-
tained : wherefore the love of it is pronounced
by the apostle to be the root of all evil; because
such a ruling passion indicates a spirit bowed
down to the earth, and bent upon the indulgence
of the flesh. Much important matter presseth
us, and we cannot go about to point out the per-
ilousness of the times in which we live, on ac-
count of this same devotedness to gain; not in
the merchant or trader, whose vocation it is to
enrich himself and his country, but in the heads
of the state and the church, whom the industri-
ous classes, or rather the community, have sepa-
rated and set apart from the pursuit of gain, to
the higher duty of intending the interests of the
spiritual world, and maintaining justice and reli-
gion in the land.

The officers of the state and of the church are
not paid by hire and reward: we are not hire-
lings; we are not paid men : to speak of paying
a priesthood or a magistracy, is to desecrate their
high callings. 'We are maintained in our places
for the interests of righteousness and religion; to
which being called of God, we devote ourselves
of a willing mind; not for filthy lucer, nor as
lords over God’s heritage, but loving the souls
of men, and consulting for their interests present
and ‘to come. Those political economists who
have to do with money, and have no more occu-

- pation than to keep the purse, and tell us how it

may be laid out for the greatest advantage, are
doing as much to bring the dignities of the state
under the law of profit and loss, insisting for a
paid magistracy and a cheap government and
other such things, as we of the ministry have
done, by our self-seeking, to bring our holier of-
fice'under the same base bondage. I have sat
in the assembly of the nobles and learned of the
land, and heard them applaud the sentiment, that
a teacher of youth who depends upon the fees of
his pupils is in the best condition of teaching
what is true, and sure to teach what is best.—
Behold, then, here for what Judgment came upon
Mount Zion and J erusalem; even for this, that
they looked upon all offices in & mercantile point

of light, and served them as the meang of gain. | for meat to relieve the soul: see, O Lord; and

ing so much bodily and domestic eBjoyment : in

one word, that the mercenary spirit haq gained | you, all ye that pass by ? behold, and see if there
the upper hand in the church and in the state, | be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done
How near to, or how far from, the same evil con. | unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me
summation we are, I leave others to judge, while | in the day of his fierce anger.” Lam. i, 1, 4,11,

I go on to sbow the calamity which in times of

o}d G:;lés spirit brought upon the church and state | hath destroyed and broken her bars; her king

Verse 12: “ Therefore shall Zion for your
sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps; and the mountain of the house as
the high places of the forest.” Zion, as we have
said, was the place which God had chosen for his
habitation, for the place of the soles of his feet:
Jerusalem was the place which he had chosen
for the chief city of his people; to which place
the tribes of the Lord should go up, and all na-
tions of the earth should gather themselves to
worship. Therefore, from the beginning he made
his temple to be a house of prayer for all nations,
appointing by far the most spacious of the courts
thereof unto the Gentiles; and ‘the covenant of
circumcision was always open to Gentiles, as well
as to Jews. It was set up at first, as it shall be
at last, a place on the earth where Jehovah shall
dwell visibly, and utter his voice—not as a cloud,
but as he who in that day shall come in his Fa-

his holy angels, when he shall reign in Mount
Zion before his ancients gloriously.
The keeping of the city and temple where
God's name was placed had been given to the
families of David and of Aaron, in the royalty
and the priesthood; but God kept in his own
hand the power of raising up prophets, to warn
both king and priests, and also people, when he
saw them leaving his ways. These trustees and
functionaries of God for the commonweal had
betrayed their trust. Zion and Jerusalem had
become the habitation of cruelty and profanity.
The prophets labor, and are ht a loss to describe
their wickedness. The name of the Lord which
was upon them became polluted. Men thought
he was no better than Baal or Asktaroth; or
even worse than they. He finds it necessary to
assert his holiness; to prevent his name from
being dishonored ; to ease himself of his adver-
saries; and therefore he arises to punish the peo-
ple whom he loved, and overwhelm the city and
the place which he had chosen for himself, He
sacrificeth his affections to establish his holiness ;
he denieth himself to his own flesh, and he hideth
himself from the yearnings of his own bowels,
and proceeds to do his “strange act,” and to
bring to pass his “ strange work.”’. And. this .is
the spirit in which God hath always visited man
for his transgressions; as a father contending
with his froward child, as a brother chastening
his brother, as a man afflicting his own flesh ;
because man was made in his image, and in flesh
he had decreed that his image should forever
stand displayed; that in flesh God should be
manifested, that into flesh his own Son should
come, and of the flesh prove all the good and evil.
How low soever he brought flesh, so low must his
Son descend; its evils sustain, its punishment,
its woes, its denunciations. God’s every word
against flesh is a word against his Son, a word
against himself.
Ah, me! what a depth this is! a bratishman
understandeth it not; but only those whom the
Lord doth ivstruct. Woe is me, that the sins
of flesh should have caused my God such suffer-
ing | Children, let us never offend him any more,
for it grieves him at his heart to punish us.—
But punish he will; for, see you, he spared not
his own Son. . The desolation of Zion and of Je-
rusalem I love rather to study in the Lamenta-
tions of Jeremiah, than in the writings of men.
Hear bim, and weep for Zion: “ How doth the
city sit solitary, that was full of people | how is
she become as a widow ! she that was great
among the nations, and princess among the pro-
vinces, how is she become tributary! . . . The
ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to
the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate:
her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she
18 in bitterness. . . . All her people sigh, they
seek bread ; they have given their pleasant things

consider, for I am become vile. I it nothing to

12. “Her gates are sunk into the ground; he

9 ;

Lam, ii.9, 10, 15.

was of sapphire.

is n0 more ; her prophets also find no vision from Gentiles,) I will return, and will build again the
the Lord.  The elders of the daughters of Zion | tabernacle of David that is fallen down.” Acts
sit upon the ground, and keepsilence : they have | xv. 16; Amos ix. 11, 12,

cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded| The city of these prophecies seems to be the
themselves with sackeloth ; the virgins of Jeru- | city of Rev. xx. 6-9, and not the city of Rev.
salem hang down their heads to the ground. . . .| xxi., which is the crowning glory of the consum-
All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they | mated “new heavens and new earth.”

hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jeru-|  The difference may be just that which appears
salem, saying, Is this the city that men call the | in the history of the individual Christian. From
perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth ¥ | conversion to the kingdom, the Christian will re-
“ Her Nazarites were purer | main in the #7ansition state; so in the restitu-
than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were | tion, the period of the second advent is the com-
more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing | mencement of this city’s beauty; its course rans
Their visage is blacker than a | through the thousand years, and its consumma-

Sl s T3k
 own inspired account of Christ’s “conception,

ther’s glory, and in his own, and in the glory of | for want of the fruits of the field. The hands of

coal ; they are not known in the streets: their
skin cleaveth to their bones; it is withered, it is
become like a stick. They that be slain with the
sword are better than they that be slain with
hunger: for these pine away, stricken through

the pitifal women have sodden their own chil
dren, they were their meat in the destruction of
the daughter of my people.” Lam. iv. 7-10.—
“QOur skin was black like an oven, because of
the terrible famine. They ravished the women
in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah.—
Princes are hanged up by their hand : the faces

tion is in the perfected glory of the kingdom of
God, when “all things” shall be “ new /

Second. Both are literal cities.

Third. There may be . one at each end of Ja-
cob’s ladder! As it is written, “ God is gone up
with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trum-
pet. Sing praises to God, sing praises!” Ps,
xlvii. 5. There isan ascending and descending,
an opened heaven—a NEW HEAVENS |—as well as
a new earth. The heavens can’t be vacated or
denuded in order to bring and bind all the con-
central lines of being and of bliss into one point

The New Jerusalem.

First, Is the city so much dwelt upon, and the | Rochester, N. Y.
subject of such  glowing prophecies in the Qld

of elders were not homored. They took the| Fourth, The place for this may be at the open-
young men to grind, and the children fell under | ing of the heavens, the upper end of the glorious

The elders have ceased from the | way by which ¢ the King of kings” goes up from
gate, the young men from their music.” Lam. v. | his throne of earth to the throne on high. Sol-

omon had such a typical causeway from Mount

Let this suffice for the proof how truly these | Zion to Munt Monah. This was that which

words were fulfilled, and in what way, and to|so affected the Queen of Sheba. ' The antitype

what extent. There is no other language but| will have a corresponding glory.

the language of the prophets equal to the descrip: |  Fifth. One (on earth,) will be absorbed in the
But now we come to a brighter pas- | greater glory of the other (from heaven,) if they

sage in the progress of our prophecy, which, as | are not distinet. - If distinet, as intimated, they

it forms the second part of our subject, we sepa- | Will both be eternal.

rate as the matter of another interpretation,

(70 be continued.)

Sixth. The best laws of symbolization lie in
good sense, and a spiritual, teachable, heavenly
frame of mind! Man’s ¢laws of symbolization’
are like human creeds; they are “Saul’s armor,”
which David durst not employ, as T conceive.

J. B. Coox.

mind expressed,—was falfilled ! ~This, I trust,

ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that
ness, and all kings thy glory " Isa, lxii. 1-7;

39; Luke xxi.20-24. ¥ Jerusalem is trodden
down of the! Gentiles; wntil (on to) the times of

Testament  Scriptures, the same as the one in
Rev. xxi. ? . Second, Are both literal cities ?—
Third, If literal, do they oceupy the same site
or locality ? . Fourth, If not, where.is the New
Jernsalem located ? Or, fifth, Is the one re-
moved to give place for the other at the end of
the millenium? Or, sixth, Ts the one in the
apocalypse a symbol of the heavenly state in the
earth renewed? If so, please give the laws of
symbolization plain and clear, that they may be
understood.

Your brother, in strong faith and hope of en-

tering in through the gates into the city, which
hath. foundations whose maker and ‘builder is

God, N. Bono.
Cleveland, 0., Feb. 10, 1855,

RESPONSE.

- The first inquiry opens a wide field for inves-
tigation. Indeed, much may be said on each
point in our brother’s important propositions —
But as other duties call imperatively, I must re-
ply briefly.

The city somuch dwelt upon, the city of sa-
cred prophecy, is most frequently J erusalem,—
the city of Judah’s solemnities,—the place that
God “chose to put his name there ;” it is the
city of Rev. xx. 6-9; Isa. lzv. 20; Ps. xlvi. 4;
xlviil. 1-8 'Ixxii. 8-12 ; Isa. lx. 1-12. " Thisis
the city of Jerusalem restored. It is the capital
of the millenial kingdom. Isa. Ixi.; Ixii. ; xxxiii,
20. - “Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet
habitation.” = The opening scene of . restitution
is revealed in Isa. Ix. 1 : “Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and' the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee.”. They shall build the old wastes of
Zion, (verse 3,) “the desolations of many gene-
rations.”” . “ For Ziow's sake will I not hold my
peace; and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until the righteousness thereof go forth as bright-

burneth.  The Gentiles shall see thy righteous-

Ezek. xxxvi. 33-38 ; xxxvii. 26-28 ; Matt. xxiii,

and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law

'

the Gentiles be fulfilled.” Then the promised
restitution comes. “After this (visitation of the

The Pre-Existent Question,

Many, who have read something on the pre-
existence of Christ, now being discussed in the
Eapositor, have inquired after my feeble aid in
order to form a correct conception of the subject,
In my absence I was too much occupied to read
at length what has been written. = Now it is my
purpose only to make a few points, as they liein

Nore.—All thinking people have learned that
human knowledge is limited. Even as to mate.
rial things we know bat little.
believe the great Teacher when he says, “ If [
have told you earthly things, and ye believe not,
how shall you believe when I tell you heavenly
things."” - This implies; that the higher range of
divine revelation lies above the apprehension of
even the educated and the devout ; for such was
Nicodemus, to whom our Lord so addressed him-

Hence, we should

These things being premised, T proceed by the
clear light of the Word, in its clesrest statements,
to make these few points. They seem too lumi-
nous to admit of verbal criticism. They demand
of me a full and unwavering faith as they stand.
1. We have the ancestral line of Messiah from

Adam to Noah, to Abraham, to David; and

thence on to the virgin’s Son! His paternity
was divine! Hence he was, in name'and in fact,

the “ Son of God /" Luke 1 to 3. 'This all be-

lievers somehow admit,

9. The existence of Jesus was originated ac-

cordmg to these plain historic Bible facts, or it

was not. ‘It could not have been contrary to

these fullest, plainest, and most frequent texts,

as that'would ‘subvert all foundation for faith -

therefore, T conclude, that with a real divine pa:

ternity, he was indeed the virgin’s Son, He said,

“that God was his Father.” The angel said,

“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee :
therefore, that Holy Ore (Acts ii. 27,) that shall

be born of thee shall be called TrE Son or Gop!"
The conception was produced by him who gaé

EXPOSITOR AND ADVOCATE.
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life, at the beginning, to every living thing. The |

maternity was Mary’s, “ of the house and lineage | where we began our inquiries, and be so far un-

of David:” the paternity was God’s. « Thus ?t
is (plainly) written, and thus it must be.’j Th:s
admits of no evasion or modification. It is God’s

and birth of the virgin. Nothing denies this;
nothing modifies this fact. The record relates
to a matter of fact.

3. Jesus says, “ I came down from heaven, not
to'do miné own will; I came forth from the Fa-
ther!” ' This is plain and unequivocal. But
there is not here one single hint of the history or
the manner of his descent. Hence all these tes-
timonies do really harmonize. One class tells
the fact of his coming “ from God;” the other
gives his genealogy ; the. time and manner an'd
circumstances of his coming and conception; his
descent “ from heaven.” - It is ouly the pop}llur
Popish prejudices, and misconceived opinlon:@,
that tend to destroy this'divine harmony on Phxs
divinest of all the subjects of our contemplation.

4. In every supposed appearance of our Lord,
in his pre-existent state, it was in character leth
the purpose of God, which was then accom.phsh-
ed. To Abraham he was a friend, accepting of
patriarchal hospitality ; to Joshua.be was the
Captain of the Lord’s host, to guide them to
conquest and 'glory; to Daniel, ¢ the wo_nderful
numberer.” The appearance was always in char-
acter with the purpose. *The Word,”—God's

will be conceded. '

5. He was born by a change of this “ Captain
of the Lord’s hosts,” &e., &, into the incipient
conception of the virgin, (which is only obscure-
ly inferred,)or he was begotten or prod'uced by the
power of the Holy Ghost, as it is plainly reveal-
ed! Tt could mot be both ways, and these con-
trary.

6. He is the head of the old creation, or of
the new. Surely I think him to be the head of
the new creation. Eph. i. 10; Aects iii. 20, 21;
Isa. ix. 6-8; xlix. 1-8. - It /is “not yea and
nay,” surely. ol |

7. He will superintend the restitution in his
resurrection or restitution life, or otherwise !—"—
What saith the Scriptures: Acts ii. 26-35 ; xvil.
3; Ps. xvi. 8, 11; Luke xxiv. 45; Col. 1. 18;
Heb. ix. 28.

These points, which are so plainly revealed,
seem to me all “ yea and amen.” . The obscure
texts will all harmonize, I conceive, with these,
as my capacity shall expand to their dimension.
I know that many things are too high for me
now; but when we shall become full grown, to
“the fulness of the stature of Christ,” then all
will be plain. But,

8. The plain historic, and long continued se-
ries of facts and promises and prophecies em-
braced in the genealogy of Jesus, the Messiah,
forms the basis of our Christian growth. They
are “the sum” of Holy Scripture;” and we must
needs take “ the earthly things,’— the sincere
milk of the Word,” in order to approach' the
higher, ¢ the heavenly things.” I do not object
to any portion; but I must receive what my mind
can grasp of the Word,—must take the manna
of the desert, to march onward to Canaan. ' In
other words, if we do not believe God in that
which is most positive and plain, we do not be-
lieve the obscure. ;

9. A vague, confused conception of truth on
this subject, which involves the most palpable
contradictions, the most flagrant denials of all

that is recorded, in language easily apprehended,
can never do for us the good that it is designed
‘to do: 0
With the old, unscriptural, misnamed, ortho-
dox view, based on a few texts, I never felt any

dew and moss of human tradition, we may be left

enlightened, unsatisfied, and of course unim-
proved, as to this divine doctrine.

10. “In the begivning was the Word; and
the Word wae with God; and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.”—
« The Word” is the mind expressed. This was
“with God.” “It was God,” revealed. He
was, in God’s great plan, ¢ the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.” The church was
chosen in him before the foundation of theworld!
In relation to Col. i, and similar passages,
there is usually some reference to the historie
facts of time and event, like those already quoted,
relative to his miraculous birth, or his actual|
resurrection. “ And he is defore (“ precedence,
preference, hefore, above.”—Robinson's Greek
Lex. of N. T. James v. 12; 1 Pet. iv. 8:
“above all things ;) all things ; (has precedence
of all things:) and by him all things consist.—
And he'is the head of the body of the church;
who 'is the beginning, the first born from the
dead ; (here is time and event ;) that in all things
he might have the pre-eminence!”. And “re-
concile all things to himself,” in earth, and
“ things in heaven.”

The principle on which God speaks in like
cases, is given in Rom. iv. 17: “ God quicken-
eth the dead, and calleth things that benot, (only
in his purpose,) as though they were” actually
accomplished. Amen, °

Jesus is divine, because he has a divine pater-
nity. “Gob was his Father.” Heisabove and
better than angels, as “ he hath, by inkeritance,
obtained a more excellent name than they !"—
Hence, to “ the Son he saith, Thy throne, O Gop,
is for ever and ever.” Heb. i ; Ps. xlv. “Lwill
be to him a Father, and he shall be to mea Son.”
He bears the divine name. He 1s divine/ But
mark ! our faith must embrace the inspired re-
cord of his birth.

As to the atonement, I take the plainest texts,
as they stand, in their most precise import.—
« Christ died for (in behalf of)) us, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” The
law binds us over to death ; and Christ “redeems
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us.” The whole doctrine of divine reconcil-
iation has reference to a violated law. - Hence,
Jesus is'of God “set forth to be a propitiation,
through faith 4 Ais blood, that he might be just,
and the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.”
The grand point is secured for ourselves when
we believe unto righteousness.  Let it be our
great aim to walk worthy of our calling, and win
others to Christ.

Avx Osrecror meets me ere I complete this
brief statement. The objector, taking the popu-
lar impression as his stand point, says,  Only
admit a miracle-—only admit a miracle, and all
is plain 7

Mark! We all, with whatever view of the
question of pre-existence, must admit a miracle,
It is an essential fact involved in the inspired
record. " Nothing like the birth of Jesus has
ever occurred, before or since. The whole trans-
action was above all natural law,—all human

Jesus was, like his resurrection and ascension,
altogether miraculous. The admission of a di-
vine miraculous ageney, does not touch the diffi-
culty. i :

Tus porvt of difficulty lies in the nature of the
miracle then performed. It was either a mirac-
ulous change in the personal condition of “the
Captain of the Lord’s hosts,” (Joshua v. 14,) so

womb of the virgin; even “ the child born, the
son given;” or else God did verify his own word

gatisfaction. I never could use it for good to
myself or others; but after much prayer, many

tears, and a heartfelt fear lest I should err, my
mind dug deep down to ‘‘Zhe rock,” the great

d most positive portion of plain Bible .
::zls;!an This isls)atisfactory. It is food for the|be called THE SON OF GOD!” Luke i

mind, ' This honors Jesus, his truth, and the|31-34.
Holy. One by whose spirit he spake. But by
taking a few obscure texts, as an excuse, to cover
over the whole mass of the Bible with the mil-

of promise, “ @ virgin shall conceive/” “ How
J ghall this be ?” said the blessed Mary. “ The

that e became the incipient conception in the

Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore
that Holy One which shall be dorn of thee shall

ly! Let us believe this, let who will adopt an-

tral truths of both Testaments, on this subject.
Joseph was charged not to fear to take Mary his
wife; “forthat which is conceived (begotten) in
her is or the Holy Ghost !” :
Nore.—This miracle may be believed. Tt is
addressed to our faith. It only fulfils the fore-
going “ Word.”" “The Word became flesh.”—
The expressed purpose of God concerning the
wondrous “Son of David” was accomplished.

It is not an imposition on human credulity.—
The conception of Jesus was “of (out of, or by
the power of)) the Holy Spirit;” it fulfilled the
divine promise; and is as easy of apprehension as
is his resurrection, ascension, or second coming.
Again. ' Tt is objected that'it is too high for
us; we cannot profit any one by presenting it,
&e. I reply, that ¢ things revealed belong to us.
All Scripture is profitable.” If we may not, be-
lieve this concentral point in the record of all
God’s dealing with man; then *the founda-
tions” for faith is so far ¢ destroyed!” ' The ob-
jector may himself be most in need of precisely
this' portion of the bread of life, “ that he may
grow thereby.”

THE sTARTING POINT of our inquiries seem to
determine our conclusion. One starts with the
persuasion that Jesus, the Messiah, .did person-
ally exist as an organized being, somehow, above
all human apprehension ; because they think it
is so revealed.  If so, then it follows necessarily
that the virgin’s  conception” was only a change,
inconceivable to man, in the mode of existence
peculiar to this glorious Divine Being. The dif-
ficulty with this lies here: there is not such
change foretold ; nothing like this is recorded.
It is only mrerrED! THE OTHER starts with the
first promise to our primeval parents, on their
expulsion from Paradise; its development is
found in the history of all the patriarchs, and on
down through all the ages of his ancestral line,
till the virgin * conceived ‘Py the Holy Ghost,—
the power of the Highest,”—and so produced,
“ brought forth,” Jesus!

Both these views are not right. But this last
embraces “ the sum? of all Scripture, It admits
and honors the inspired 7ecord of Jesus’ concep-
tion and birth, as it stands. Therefore this is
not my argumentation and conclusion. No, no;
tmis 18 my FaitH! It READSs0! Amen.
Rochester, N. Y. J. B. Cooxk.

Remarks on ¢ Home Thrusts,”

BY H. GREW.

Nos. 1, 2,and 3, very good.
To No. 4 I respectfully reply : all persons may
humbly  claim to be begotten” to spiritual life,
“ by the Spirit and the Word,” who have godly
sorrow for sin, faith in Jesus Christ, as God’s
way of salvation, and follow holiness; obeying
divine commands, so far as they understand
them ; although, through erroneous teaching,
they may be “ ignorant of,” and, consequently,
« dighelieve” “ things testified by the Spirit con-
cerning the throne of David, the Holy Land,” &o.;
and various other truths, essential indeed to the

spiritual and eternal life.

spirit,” may bewitch, in some degree, real Chris-
tians. Some of the Galatians were thus “ be-
witched.”

No. 6. Baptists, who make baptism “the door,”
are “ mistaken.” Truly, Christ says, ¢ I am the
door ; by me, if any man enter in, he shall be
saved.” - This is not perfectly “ equivalent to say-
ing, “He that believes the gospel of the king-
dom, anp is baptized, shall be saved.” The pro-
positions are not identical. The latter contains
an addition to the former. Both are true, and
must be harmonized. Our Lord, in the former,
positively declares that the man who enters in
by the door, 4. e., believes in him, “shall be
saved.” Now, as faith in Christ precedes bap-
tism, baptism cannot be essential to faith. To
make baptism, then, essential to salvation, is to
deny the truth of Christ’s words. ~In this case,
a man who enters in by Christ, 4. e., believes in
him, if in error on the subject of immersion,
“ shall (not) be saved.” = The truth is, that the
man who believes shall be saved, and the man
who believes and ‘is baptized shall be saved.—
“ He that believeth not shall be condemned,”
but:never is it» declared, by the spirit of truth,
that he who is not baptized shall be condemned.
7. The faith which justifies, has for its object
“ Curist,” who is the promised seed. Being
“in the faith” of Christ, though weak, 3. e., erro-
neous concerning some truths, “ Grod hath re-
ceived” them, and commands uf to receive them.
Rom. xiv. 1-3; xv. 7.

8. The sense in which God is “ no respecter
of persons, is defined, viz: he, of every nation,”
that feareth him ‘and worketh righteousness, is
accepted of him. Some believers in Christ, who
err on baptism; have, on “the whole, more holy
fear of God, and work far more righteousness,
than some real Christians who are baptized.—
Christianity is not chargeable with the incongru-
ous anomaly of rejecting the former, while it re-
ceives the latter. ' “ That ¢ the Scripture cannot
be broken,)” mo more proves that God cannot
“gsave some without baptism,” than it proves he
cannot save some who are not as “ perfect as
(their) Father in heaven is perfect.” Matt. v. 48.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Philadelphia, Pa. :

NorE on THE aBovE.—We cannot feel justified
to give publicity to this communication of Bro.
Grew, without expressing our entire dissent from
some of its sentiments. He says, “To make
baptism, then, essential to salvation, is to deny
the truth of Christ’s words.” Christ has said,
“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved.” Surely baptism is essential to salvation,
or it was superfluous to name it, as the Savior has
in this case. 'According to Bro. G.'s reasoning,
baptism is a non-essential. 'We eannot so under-
stand a plain and imperative command of the
Lord, which should in all cases be made the foun-
dation of our faith, and rule of duty.—EpiTor.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.
Bro. J. WiLson, Gerry, N. Y., March 2, 1855,

accomplishment of tie glorious purposes of in- | writes:—I am yet in the field, and hflvo b'een
finite wisdom and love; the present knowledge | preaching for the most part of .the tm.xe since
strength or skill. The conception and birth of | and belief of which, however, is not essential to | last August,in Crawford and Erie counties, Pa.,

somewhat as Paul did at Athens; in which time

No. 5. “ The Spirit Word” does not “beget| I have preached in twenty school-houses, two
people to the belief of nonsense,” nor does it| meeting-houses, one hall, and two groves. I have
leave them i the spirit of ¢ disobedience.” The| generally been well received, and good attention
Spirit Word begets to. the belief of the truth, | has been given to the Word preache.d ; and mal.ly,
but not primarily to the knowledge and belief of | Jike the noble Bereans’. are searching the Scrip-
all truth. ' Knowledge is progressive. = Neither | tures to see if these tbl.ngs are So. I am caleu-
the babe, or young man, attains at once to the | lating to go back soon, if the Lord will.
stature of a perfect man in Christ. True Chris-|  Bgro. 8. R. GLENN, Ripley, 1il., Feb. 20, 1855,
tians may believe * nonsense.” Such is the pro- | yrites :—I wish you to do what you can to sus-
‘position, that three persons are only one being. | tain the cause in Illinois. I do wish that Bro.
All who are begotten of the Spirit of God, be-| Chase, or some other good brothl:ar,_oould make
lieve some of  the things concerning the kingdom | us a Visit soon. Whatever may be in your power
of God and the name of Jesus Christ.” The
editor of the Herald is favored with more know-
ledge than many, relative to this animating theme.
Will he affirm that his knowledge is perfect ?—
Is he ahead of Paul, who said, “we know in| ;o ree THE EXPOSITOR FROM PRESENT EMBARRASSMENY.

T sumacLE to be believed is recorded plain- | part 27 « If any man thinketh be knoweth any-
thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to

to do for us, will be amply rewarded, while we
remain’ anxiously waiting for the glorious and

coming kingdom.

DONATIONS
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other that contradicts this and all the great cen-

know.” “The spirit of their own flesh—a lying| 8.L.Trask, - - - - = = =%
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To Agents and Corréspon'dents.

1. ' All communications for: the' Eapositor should be
written in a plain, legible hand; and, before sent, careful-
ly revised and corrected.

2. Business notes and communications, if on the same
sheet, should be written so that they can be taken apart,
without dividing the communication. If necessary, asepa-
rate slip may pe enclésed in the same envelope.-

3. When you send names of new subscribers, let them be
marked as such. 5 #

4. Be careful to write all names of persons and places
plainly and distinctly.

B. In all cases, give the name of the post office, county
and state. When atown or village is called by one name,
and the post office by another, be sure to give the name of
the post office.

6. When the direction of a paper is to be changed, do
not forget to name the office to which it has‘been sent. Un-
less this be done,if: is out of our'power to make the change.

7. When subscribers remove, let us know immediately—
vtherwise, their papers will continue tobe sent, and to their
charge, until such notice is given,

8. When subscribers wish to discontinue, let them re-
member that all arreages must first be ‘paid.

Rules of Discussion.

As a prominent object of the publication of the Ezposi-
for is to obtain and proclaim a corréet xnowledge of the
Seriptures, and as:it is open for the free’ investigation of all
Bible doctrines—to avoid misunderstanding in the matter,
on the part of those who may feel disposed to write for its
pages, we will state the following rules, which we hope and
expect they will observe in their communications.

1. None but BisLE questions can be admitted for discus-
eussion. 1 4

2. While a proposition or theory on a certain subject of
the Bible is in course of discussion, no other theoryon the
same subject can be admitted.

d L
‘3. The plain testimony of the Bitld%and facts will‘alone |

pe admitted as evidence.

5}
4. The literal principle of interpretation must be observ- |

5. Objections against a writer’s sentiments must be based
on some plain passage of Scripture, fact, or facts.

6. Only two disputants can be heard at the same time or
the same question. ; 5 o

7. Bach disputant may speak twice'on a point, providirg

. further evidence is presented the second time, or an expla-
nation or correction is necessary.

8. No unkind expressions will be admitted.

Let these rules be carefully observedf and that misunder
standing and unpleasantness that sometimes arise betweer
correspondents and the editor, and between themselves—
will be avoided, lengthy metaphysical litigations will be
shunned, and the investigation of the Bible will be both
interesting and profitable, and will result in obtaining a
more correct knowledge of the truth.

' &l
THE PROPOSED CHANGE,

Since issuing our last week’s paper we have con-
cluded to priut a sheet of thirty-two pages, embrac-
ing the cover, instead of twenty-eight, as we then
proposed. This will enable us to give considerable
more matter than was at first promised, without
adding very materially to the expense. We think
our patrons will generally be pleased with the work,
and satisfied with the change. At any rate, we
trust they will patronize the new form at least one
.year, and then if they shall desire the weekly sheet
sufficiently to cause them to furnish the means for
its support, we will give it to them with pleasure.
But for the reasons- given last week, we had better
try the semi-monthly form for one year: It will
be well worth two dollars ‘per. volume. - We want
every one of our present subscribers topay for itin
advance who have not already-done so. Youshould
not wait till the commencement of the volume be-
fore you make the remittance butshould do it now,or
in time for your money to be placed to your credit
before we shall erase from our books the names of
those who may neglect to pay in advance for the
paper. ‘Weintend, to adopt the advance pay sys-
tem, and most strictly follow it in the future. This
will be most heartily approved by every honest
person, for they do not want a religious paper with-
out paying for it, and they very much dislike to be
saluted ‘with duns, and frequent ‘calls for cash, as
they necessarily are in-a' ‘paper which is publistied
on the eredit system.

We kindly, but urgently appeal to all of our pa-
trons to make a special effort to aid us in accom-
plishing this desirable object, that we may succeed.
Send on the pay for your own paper, and induce as
many others to do so,as you can, and let there be
no unnecessary delay in the matter, as we wish to
arrange our books, and khow how many papers to
print at the commencement of the volume.

JG3E We commence sending bills of account to
our; subscribers, this week: / We hope those who
receive them will promptly respond‘to; the. same

; by remitting the respective sums specified on them.
But if you cannot do this now, we will waitien you
until you can pay, provided you'will send two dol-
lars for the next volume of the Expositor. Re-
member this fair offer.

Tue Gosper BaxNER.—Bro, B, Wilson, the edi-
tor of this valuable sheet, informs us that the Ban-
ner has been temporarily suspended, but will appear
Aagain in July,

flesh, and solves the problem in his usual masterly
‘| andskillful manner. Inconfirmation of his previdus

REMEMBER THIS.

1./If any of our subscribers ‘are’ unable to pay
what they now owe for the paper, and two dollars
for the next volume, 'we will) wait on them a short
time for the payment of the otd account, provided
they will pay ¢wo dollars in advance for the ensu-
ing volume of the Expositor. = ¢

2. 1f they are unable to pay even the two dollars
now, but can pay one dollar, we will let the old ac-
count remain till they can pay, and place the one
dollar to their ‘credit’ as advance pay for the first
half of the next volume of the paper. but we request
them to/pay' the two dollars ' if they can.

3. Those who ,do. not. .comply with one of these
fair offers, we shall stop, sending;the Ezpositor to
at the close of this volume, as we intend ' after
that time to act strictly on the advance pay system.

4. Tt is very desirable to hear from all our sub-
scribers who have not already paid for, the next
volume of our paper before its commencement, that
we may know how large an edition to print.

5. We desire’ to retain every one of our present
subscribers, and to obtaif some hundreds more; not

only for their benefit, but because we meed ‘théir|

aid, that we may successfully carry forward the im-
portant work before us. Please lend a helping hand
now, according to these requests, and receive our
thanks for the fayor, and. the blessing of God for
doing what we verily believe is your duty in this
respect. ‘We should hear from all by the first of
May. :

EXPOSITION OF ROMANS,
(Continued.) !
CHAPTER VII. 13-25.

Verse 13, Was then that which is good made sin
unto me?| This question of the objecting Jew,
seems to have been anticipated by the apostle in
consequence of what he had previously said relative
to the law of Moses, Making sin, death to the Jew,
and still that “ law being holy,and Jjust, and good.”
The Jew could not see how ‘sin ‘could 'work death
by the aid of the law without it being sinfulialso.
Hence the question, “ was that which is good made
death to me ?’—To Which the apostle replies,

God forbid.] Mee genoito, by no means: instead
of the law working death, if its spirit or design had
been understood and lived up to, it would have im-
parted life to the faithful and sincere worshipper,—
therefore the law is not the cause of your death.

But sin,] ' 'Which has been designated, and its
heinous character pointed out by the law. * Sin ex-
isted before the law was given, and so did righteots-
ness, but there was no specific.law to- distinguish
the one from the other, nor to reward the one with
life, and punish the other with death. The law
made this distinction, and presented® holiness and
sin in their true character. - This was done, as the
apostle adds,

That sin might ‘appear sin, working death in me
by that which is good ; that sin by the command-
ment might become éxceeding sinful.| To illustrate.
Alawless community have been:in the'habit of ta-
king each other’s lives for the most trifling offences,
without being subjected to punishment for: the rash
act. A law is passed that makes death the penalty
of murder. Now all must see that the murderer is
not executed because the law is not good, neither
is the law the' cause of his death, but the sin which
he has committed brings him to this sad end.

Verse 14.. For we| ' Enlightened Jews, who are
acquainted with' the holy precepts of ‘the law, very
well {

Know that the law is- spiritual:]. . Pneumatikos,
which is here translated by spiritual, denotes a cer-
tain quality of the law which was. not. seen.by a
simple observance of its external rites and ceremo-
nies. This spiritual, allegorical or typical quality
of the law, when correctly understood, pointed the
worshipper to the glorious antitypical, life-giving
reality, the Lord Jesus, the great Life- Giver. Hence
in its ultimate aim ‘end or design, the law was spi-
ritual, and 'well caleulated to imspire in the ander-
standing worshipper a hope of life sufficiently pow-
erful to influence him to cease to do:evil, and to
live alife of holiness. .. . 3

But 1 am carnal, sold under sin.] - How is this?
If the law is spiritual, why am I sarkikos, carnal,
and so spiritually weak, frail and imperfect'as tobe
so0ld as I am, and a helpless slave to sin? "This is
the general character of the Jewish people. To meet
these seeming difficulties, the apostle places' himself
in the ‘position of his brethren, according ‘to'‘the

declaration, namely, that though the Jew, whom
Paul speaks of as himself, or 1, was under his holy

Verse 15. For that which 1 do, 1 allow not:], My
enlightened judgment teaches me to act differently
from what I de. But notwithstanding I most strict-
ly attend to all the ceremonial acts of the law, they
do not impart sufficient motive and power to enable
me to break off from my confirmed sinful habits,

For whadt Twould, that do Inot * but what T hate,
that do I.| ‘Truly, this was a deplorable condition,
for the'most enlightened nation of the world to be
in; they were clinging with unyielding tenacity to
their favorite law, in hope of obtaining life, but still
to them, for some unaccountable cause, they were
plunging .deeper. and deeper in crime, becoming
more and more incapable of freeing themselves from
their fallen and morally corrupt state, and liable
every moment to have the fearful penalty of death
inflicted on them, for their many sins. The apostle
continues—

Verse 16. If then I do that which T would not, I
consent unio the law that it is ‘good.] 'The law is
not/in the' fault, or the cause of your sad condition:
it has not influenced you' thus to act, and any one
who understands its spiritual or typical design, and
lives according to its holy requirements, while thus
guided by the law, might well say, as the: apostle
adds in

Verse 17, Now then it is no more I that do it,]
That is, T do not do it, as a law-abiding subject : it
is not chargeable with influencing me thus to sin.
But when 1, or the sinning Jetws whom I represent
in this argument, do thus sin, T am impeiled to the

{act by, Fiv

Sin that dwellethin me.] Though T have béen a
strict observer of thelletzer of the law, T have not so

through its types and shadows as to cause me to
obtain a comple victory over sin ; but havejsuffered
it to.dwell and reign in and over me, while as touch-
ing the ceremonies of the law, I was “ blameless.”
This is a true picture of the hypocritical character
of the Jews as a nation; in the apostle’s day: they
‘Were nominally the church of God, but'in’ practice
were’thechildren of the wicked one. Though they
were faithful to a\ proverb in observing the law of
the flesh, or of circumeision, they were destitute: of
vital holiness, as the apostle adds in

Verse 18. For I know that in me, (that is in my
ﬂgsh,) duwelleth mo good thing.] - There is no natu-
ral inherent good in me ; neither as a Jew, a des-
cendant of Abraham, has any principle of good or of
eternal life been imparted to. me, by my obedience
simply to the ceremonies of the law, without enter-
ing into ‘their spirit ‘and ' design, This sweeping
declaration cut’ off at’once from the hope'of life
every Jew who:dwelt only in the letter of his lay.
To prove the truth of this assertion, the'apostle; in,
further personating the formal Jew, adds,—

For to will is present with me,] 'The knowledge
Ihave of good andevil, the reward of the one, and
the doom of the other, and of my own sinful state,
causes me to desire and will a change.

But how to perform that which is,good I find,not ]
Namely, in any of the provisions of the law as I have
understood and obeyed it : it does not reach my
deplorable case. ' This was painfully true of the
whole Jewish nation, as their sad history of super-
stition, sin and ‘sore judgments fally demonstrate,
to which in part the apostle evidently alludes in tho
next verse.

Verse 19. For the good that I would 1 dosnot :

which they had received from the law and the pro-
phets, showed them what was right ; but living as
they did, in simply the fleshly observance of the
law, they were not only left powerless to do right,
but were unable 'to refrain from doing 'wrong : sin
obtained a complete victory over them, so that they
could emphatically be styled  a ‘nation of enlight-
ened sinners; superstitiously devoted to thie outside
worship of their religion. Sin reigned over them $
hence the apostle represents in the next verse what
he had said in verse 17.

Verse 20. Now if I do that I would not, it is no
more I that do 1t, but sin that dwelleth in me,] Or,
as we understand his meaning, his Jewish brethren
according to the flesh, were not influenced to neglect
the right and do the ‘wrong. by God’s law, but by
the insubdued and reigning power of 'sin. within
them,

Verse 21,1 find then; a law,  that dvhen I would
do good,| The law of God, which taught them to
de good, yet

Eviljis present with me.]. For. it reigns within
me; OF over the formal Jews as a nation, it;not hay-
ing been subdued and purged from among them by

sacred altars. Yet they would have been freed from
sin, especially if ‘the work could have been accom-

and spiritual law, he was nevertheless still carnal,
&e., In proof of which he adds

)

entered into its typical import, as to look by faith.

but the evil which I would not, that I do. ], The light, |-

their numerous victims offered in sacrifice upon their |

Verse 22. For/1delight in the law of God after
the inner man ;] ., Eso ANTHROPON, from which in-
ner man is derived, relates to the mind, and denotes
that the better judgment of the Jew ‘lead him to
approve of the law, though it made death the pen-
alty of his sins,

Verse 23. But Isee another law in my members, ]

Namely ‘the traditional and’superstitious’ Talé‘of
the Jewish worship, which was hostile to, or 48 the
apostle says, it was

Warring against the law of my mind, ||, Or the
law, of Gtod, which in its /true; intent was designed
to enlighten and . purify the entire moral ‘heing of
-the faithful observer of it. But the Jew had per-
verted that holy and good law, and had made his
own superstitions and corrupt doctrines his rule of
daty, by following which he had been brought into
a state of sin and condemnation, as the apostle adds
in reference to thislaw of false worship,

Bringing ‘me ‘into captivity to the law of sin
which isin my members.] - By following their own
rule or law of duty, it: brought them under the in-
fluence of sin instead of. freeing them from its fatal
power!  Truly, their case was deplorable indeed !
In yiew of which the apostle exclaims,

Verse 24, 0 wretched man'thatTam!] For the
Jew to be thus obeying a law of his own making,
and expecting redemption by it, when at the same
time lie was oppdsed to' the law of God; and being
under'the deadly law of:sin, and further, shoald he
abandon his own/corrupt rule of duty, and seek jus-
tification by the most strict compliance with the
law of God, it wonld have been ofino avail to him,
for )that | law was ithen dead, abrogated or done
away: andpas well might he have sought life.in a
dead man, as to have expected salvation from a dead
law. . In view of this sad condition of his brethren
according to the flesh, well might ‘the apostle ex-
claim, “ O wretched man thatl am1? )

Whio shall deliver me from this body of death?|
The important question is briefly answered in

Verse 25.] -1 thank: God throngh Jesus, Christ
our Lord. ], Or, as some render the passage, “ The
grace of God,” &c., “can do it.” By believing the
Gospel, repenting of  their sins, and being baptized
into Christ,they could be made freefrom the sins into
which their own false religion had plunged them,
and which the dead law to which he professedly ad-
hered withunyielding tenacity, ould not ‘extricate
them.

8o then] !/ In:view of the preyious argument, and
ih conclusion; the apostle further adds,

With the mind I myself serve the law of God,
but with the flesh the law of sin,] As no man can
serve two masters at the same time, this passage
cannot be literally understood, it should be explain-
ed in harmony with the preceding argument, viz.:
that mentally the ‘enlightened Jew acknowledged
the goodness and holiness of the law of God, but in
his acts, violated it, or obeyed his' own sinful rule
of ‘action. ' Therefore: by his own confession' and
acts, he brought on, himself condemnation, but af-
forded good. evidence in justification of the position
assumed at the commencemment. of this argument in
the 12th verse, that the “commandment is holy,
Jjust and good.” :

(To be Continued.)

“ATRACT FOR THE TIMES,”?

THE TAST: CONFEDERACY OF GENTILES
AGAINST ISRAEL.:

(Concluded.y

* Thergfore, son_of mian, prophesy and say
unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord God: In that
day when my people of Israel ‘dwelleth safely,
shalt thow not know it 2 -+ And, ‘thou-shalt come
Srom thy place out of the north parts, thou, and
many people with thee, all.of them riding wpon
| horses, a great company, and a mighty army :
| and thow shalt come up against my people of
| Israel, as a clowd to cover the land > it shall bein

the latter days, and I wwill bring thee against
| 1y land, that the heathen may know me, when
] Lshall be sanctified.in thee, O ; Gog, before their
| eyes. . Thus saith the Lord God, art thou he of
whom I have spoken in old times by my servants
| the prophets of Israel? which prophesied in"those
| days many years that I wouldbring thee against
them. - And it shall come to, pass at the same
time when Gog shall come against the landof Is-
rael, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall
come up in my face. . . and I will rain spony
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many
people that “are’ with ' him, anoverflowing rain,
and great’ hailstones, - fire;> and. brimstone.,'—
Bzek. xxxviil 1418, 22. |

III. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ADDRESS
ITSELF.

' Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say unto
Gog, thus saith the Lord God; in that day when

plished by the observance of ‘their law:

my people ‘of Terael dwelleth safely shalt thouwmot

“fore “their ‘eyes. Thus ‘Saith’ thé Lord God; art

againstithem ? ~And it ‘shall- comie to pass at the

ing what God's will or purpose would permit, as

.¢ifixion ; his death;and all the circumstancés atten-

" crucify, the Lord. ‘“For God cannot be tempted

“lust,"and enticed.” 'He ‘merely permitted them to
"sed ‘into their hearts ; and therefore, though Christ

:sel and foreknowledge of God ; yet the hands en-
'gaged in thattransaction were'wicked hands, They

‘Wit the time of Isrdél's réstoration % Ix THAT

" 'Kingdom on earth,—* It “shall be” (says 'thé;*p‘m‘.
" phet) “in the LorTER DAVS” Batit is at the'vare

. saints have been caught up to meet him in the air:
' for, says the prophet Zechariah, *Tn that day when
,"Jis,fee{ shall stand upon the Mount of Olives, .!. .
! Uhe Lord ‘my God shall;come, and all the:saints
o+ xith thee;?” (Zech. xiv; 4,5,) therefore I am inclined

)
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know it:?; And thou shalt: ¢ome from' thy place
out; of the north parts, thou; and many people with
thee, all of them riding upon horses; a great com-
pany, and a mighty army: and. thou shalt come up
against my people-of Israel, as a cloud to cover the
land ; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring
thee against my land, that the heathen may know
me, when T shall be sanctified in thee, O’ Gog, be-

thou 'he of whom T have spoken ifi old time by my
servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied
in those days, many years, that T would bring thee

same time, when Gog: ghall -comé against:the land
of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall
come up in my face,”

Now, in this address there are four points which
we will more particularly notice. |

1. The declaration of the Lord respecting Him-
gelf, in connection with this confederacy. In the
fifteenth verse, we read,—the Lord addressing Gog
and his  confederates : “ Thou shalt' come ” in the
sixteenth verse, “I'will bring thee against myland,”
which expressions; I conceive, are not:to be under-
stood in the way of precept and command, or in the
least degree,as sanctioning the, transaction here re-
ferred to, so that those engaged in it will be at all
exculpated from guilt thereby ; but only as declar-

the means, and what his will or purpose would ef-
fect, as to the end; the end being the punishment
of sinners, the means used to accomplish this, the
arms of 'sinners.” 'As in' the case of ‘our Lord’s cru-

dant upon: it, were accomplhshed |a¢dording to his
willeffestively ; but:the actual instrumentality by
which those purposes were fulfilled, was by his: will,
or permission only. He neither commanded: nor
secretly influenced Judas to betray, or the Jews to

with eyil, neither tempteth he any man ; but every
man is tempted. when he is drawn away of his own

carry ‘out those suggestions which Satan had infu-

was dealt with according to’ the determinate coun-

fulfilled God!s 'purpose, not from any intention or
design on their part to do his will, but, * because,
(as the:apostle asserts in Acts xiii. 27,) they knew
him not; nor yet the voices of the Prophets, which
are read every Sabbath-day, they have fulfilled them
in condemning Hirgi.” So that the expressions here
used are 4 revelation only of what God purposes
to permit; and not'of what he commaiids to be ‘done.
Therefore, those who avill be engaged in this donfe-:
deracy, though: fulfilling God’s will by'afflieting his
people Israel, yet being influenced by their own
corrupt hearts, will draw down upon themselves
swift destruction, as the concéluding part of this de-
2laration cleai'ly intimates : * For, thus saith the
Lord, God, when, Gog shall come upagainst the land
of Israel, my fury shall come up in my face;” the
result;of which we have in the next chapter, name
ly, his destruction. . T

2. Another point, which we have in this address
is, the vast multitude, which will be engaged in this
confederacy, ' They aredesenibed. in the fifteenth
verse, as. “many people,”’~—"'a great, company; ’—-
and, in the ninth yerse, as. fa cloud to coyer. the
land.” The prophets Joel, Zephaniah, and Zech-
ariahy speak of {all,nations,” as, constituting this
confederacy jagainst. Israel.. .And, also, from the
Book of Revelation, it;, clearly appears that there
will be a.general union -of all, the Gentile powers
against Isragl at.this, time; for the, kings: of the
earth,and of the whale world are to be gathered to-

gether to the battle of ‘that great day of God Al

Umighty. Rey, xvi. 145 .
3. ‘But, again, another point in this 4ddress is the
time when this attack’ upon Jerusalem is to take
place. . There are two éxprc_sséi‘pps in our text which
seem to mark the period; the ore contecting it

‘pav when my people dielléth safel . TRy
thou shalt come from thy place;” ‘the‘other ‘seem-
ing to indicate that this day is the period 'that will
‘mmediately preccde the establishment of Glifist’s

“IER DAY, as Job 'dsserts, that ‘the Redéémer will

““Stand upon the earth. - Now ‘as 'His descent to' the

‘earth, and his standing upon theé'earth are after his

s mbaeiIuent td the glorious appearing of the great

God, even our Savior Jesus Christ, P
* * ey #o Ak g

4, But there is one other point in the address it-
self, to which we must now turn; nam?ly. the Lord’s
design in thistransaction, sk

The text declares it to be “that the heathen,”—
that is, the nations,—*‘ may know me, when I shall
be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.—
And what especially will they learn'in this:trans-
action?  First, that He is a' God of 'infinite: purity
and holingss, who cannot look upon' sin. without
displeasure ;. for they will then see that it was be-
cause of the sins and transgressions of Istael that

 he hid his face from them, and caused them to go

into. captivity. Ezek. xxxix. 23. They will also
learn, that he is a God of unchangeable love ; since,
notwithstanding his people sinned against Him and
Jjustly ‘merited eternal separation from him, yet that
hie never casts off 'his people whom he: foreknew,—
but though “in'a little wrath: he hid his face from
them for a moment ; with everlasting kKindness he
has mercy upon them,” Isa. liv, 8.

Again, the heathen: will know Him as & God of
infinite power, when His hand is stretched. out to
defend His people from their enemies. /They will
see that all the united strength of man is nothing
against God ; and that though hand join in hand,
the wicked shall not go unpunished.

tify myself; and T will be known in the eyes of many |
nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.”
Ezek. xxxviii. 23, j

But,) further, the Lord’s design, as regards hhis
péople Israel; is both judgment and mercy.. Judg-
ment, as we see from Ezek, xxii.;17-22, a rpassage
to which we have already referred. But this will
be with a view to their purification and complete
restoration to His fayor; as declared by Zechariah
in the thirteenth chapter and ninth verse, I will
bring the third part, (the surviving Portion of the
Jews then living'in the land of Tsrael), through ‘the
fire, and will refine ‘them' as ' silver 'is refinedj and

on'my name; and I ,will hear theni.”, |{*So will I
make my holy name knowniin the midst of my peo-
ple Israel ; and I will not let them pollute my holy
name any more. - So the house of Israel shall know
that T am the Lord their God from. that day and
forward. Then shall they know that I am the Lord
their God, which caused them to be led into capti-
vity among the heathen : ‘but Thave gathered thém
unte their own land, and have left none of them any.
more there.! Neithéer will I hidé my face any miore
from them, for-I have poured out my spirit upon
the house, of; Israel, saith the Lord God,”, Ezek.
¥xxix, 7, 22,28, 29, ! ¥

Such are some of the declarations concerning the
gracious purposes which God designs in the myste-
rious and wondrous eyent brought, before us in this
passage of His word. ; 4 i

But we must now pass on to'the last point which
we proposed to consider. :

IV, THE EFFECT AND FINAL ISSUE OF THIS

! CONFEDERACY. '

As to its ErrEcT, we find from the prophet Zech-
ariah, that it will be' attended with partial success,
as we'read in chapter’ xiv. 2=“T will gatheriall
nations against Jerusalem to battle ; and the city
shall be taken and the houses rifled, and the women
ravished ; and half of the cityshall go: forth into
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be
cut off from the city.” ~Just at this extremity, it
appears that the Lord will come with all his saints,
and “go forth, and fight against those nations, as
when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet
shall stand in that'day upon:the Mount of Olives,”
Zech. xiv. 4; and he shall defend Jerusalem, and
seek to destroy all ‘the nations that come against
her, Zech. xii. 8,9, and the slain of ithe Lord shall
be'many. Isal Ixvi.16.; Thé Lord will arise in His
Jjealousyyand in His wrath, andwill call for & sword
against them throughout all the mountains of Isra-
iel; and gvery man’s sword shall be against his bro-
ther, Ezek. xxxviii. 19-22, The battle will be the
Lord’s, for though many of the Jews will suffer
much, it does not, appear that they will fight on the
occasion ; but the Lord will fight for them, as it is
said in Hosea 1. 7,—“T will save them by the Lord
their God, and will not save 'them by bow, nor by
‘8word, nor'by battle, by horses; nor by horsemen.”
‘And such'will be the multitude slain, of those en-
 gaged in this confederacy, that though'every feath-
éred flowl, and every beast of the field be assembled

them. Ezek, xxxix, 11-15. Judgments will als
be,poured out upon the rest of the inhabitants oi

 think that the latter day spoken of in our text

the world ; as'we find from Ezekiel xxxix. 6,—¢1

hus He says, “T will magnify myself, and sane- , o
e ok A L o o . ' kingdom, ‘and ‘all dominions shall serve and obey

will send a-fire upon Magog, and among them that
dwell carelessly,in the isles, and they shall' know
that I am the Lord. L

., By these judgments, then, it would seem that all
those left in the earth, will be brought to a knowl-
edge of the Lord, and the spirit of grace and suppli-
cation being poured upon the house of ‘Israel, they
will 1ok~ on Him 'whiom 'they have' pierced, afid
mourn for Him.' 1 And thus the rinas 1ssue will be
‘the conversion of Tsrael—the conviction, if not con-
version of the Geentile nations, and the establish-
ment of that; Kingdom, which the God of heayen
shall set up ; which shall never be destroyed, over
which Christ shall reign, Then will be fulfilled
that which is spoken of .ir Rev. xi. 15, “ The king-
doms of this'world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever.”" He 'shall not only reign in Mount Zion,
{and'before his ancients gloriously, but ‘in 'that day
he shall be Kirig over ‘all the earth; and there shall
be one Liord, and his nameone. Isa. xxiv.23; Zech.
xiv. 9. :And all his saints who have been raised
and changed .at, his glorious appearing, haying fol-
lowed Him as described in - Rev. xix, 14, under the
expression of “the armies of heaven,” shall live and
reign with Him on the earth for a thousand years.
Rev. v.10; xx. 6. “The Kingdom and Dominion,
and the greatnéss of the Kingdom under the whole
'hedven, SHALL BE GIVEN 1o the people of the saints of
‘the Most High; whose Kingdom'is' an everlasting

Him.” Dan. vii. 27. } sl
It is Tais Hopg, this “ good hope through grace,”

to.eat; their flesh, and drink their blood, the hous(;,
of Israel, will be engaged seven months in burying:

that 'will support, you uunder trials, sanctify you
amidst temptations, elevate you above the world,
- and give energy to'’your exertions in the work of
‘ the Lord. Give diligence, then, to make your call-
{ing and election sure, that 5o, like the apostle Paul,
1t may be your blessed ‘privilege to look forward
/through' the future, and in the confidence of humble
faith to say, ¥ The Lord shall deliver me from;every

{evil work, and will: preserve me tnto his heavenly,
| Kingdom.” 2 Tim.fy. 18, i

will try them as gold is tried; and: they shall call '

GEOLOGY.

The following extrict is from Dr. Berg’s deéfence
of the Bible against'the rade attacks of an ‘apostate
minister of 'the Gospel':

*“My opponent has spoken with-learned precision
on; the subject of geology. . He has doubtless large
acquaintance with the science gathered from perso-
nal investigation ; for as he walks by sight, and not

{ by faith, it cannot for a moment he supposod that

so consistent a casuist as my opponent would,‘ in
| order to invalidate the Mosaic history, quote Mr:
Hit,c_hcock, and expect us to-receive him as author-
ity ‘superior to Moses. ''As yet, however, he has not
furnished the results of his own knowledge and ex-
perience. | Perhaps he ‘will yet do so.: The details
will no'doubt be ‘of thrilling interest !, Bat let him
do as he may, what a miserable piece of-deception
and presumptuous jimportance is_presented in the
whole ado about. geological testimony! . Geology,
as a science, is yet in its infancy. Its oracles are as
contradictory as the sophisms of ‘atheism. They
contradict one another, and they contradict them-
selves. ' Whom shall we follow ? ' Shall we go with
Buckland, ‘when in' conipany ‘with Cuvier, De Luc,
Dolomien and others,’he tells<us’ the traces of the
' Mosaic deluge are indubitable 2 or shall-webelieve
! him ‘when in his Bridgewater Treatise, he somewhat
modifies his views ? Shall I take my stand with
Hugh Miller, when, in his ‘Old Redstone, he teaches
that the * system began with an age of dwarfs, and
{énded an age of giants !’ or shalll follow him in his
¢ Footpaths,’ another of "his books, in which he re-
verses his former theory, and at the very base of
the system discovers one of the most'colossal of its
giants, and instead of an’ascending order of progres-
sive developments, asserts 'a: descending: order: of
progressive degradation ? ;

i Which of Lyell’s contradictory positions shall
I take ? . There /is' one point, at least, in which all
are agreed it is this; There is not a geological
theory extant which would not be overthrown, and
the whole science revolutionized by the discovery
of a single new fact, " Miller, in his Footprints, p.
313, says, speaking of geology, ‘ It furnishes us with
no clue by which to unravel the unapproachable
mysteries of creation ; these mysteries: belong to
the ‘wondrous Creator; and to Him only. - Weat-
temp$ to theorize upon them; and, reduce them to
law, and all nature rises up, against us in our pre-
sumptuous rebellion.” Now hear him: “A stray
splinter of cone-bearing wood, a fish’s skull or tooth,
the vertebra of a reptile, the himerus of a bird, the
jaw of a quadruped,—all, or any of these' things,
weak and insignificant as they séem, become, in such

puny . fragment in the grasp of truth forms as
irresistible a weapon as the dry bone did in that of
Samson of old, and ounslﬁnu_gbtére‘d' sophisms lie
piled up, ‘heaps upon heaps,’ before it., This is the
testimony of a man who is a geologist, Whether
my, opponent:is or not, I cannot say. If he is, in-
stead of asserting things as geological facts, it would
be his duty to prove them, for he may rest assured

‘his assertions will carry yery ‘littlétfqrce‘ of cqhv';c-

tion in a christian community.  The probability is.
he is not a practical; geologist at all.. If he were,
he would not, preach Hitcheock, praise Hitchgock,
and to all practical purposes, if. not_swear, at least
affirm by Hitchcock as lustily as he does! And
this is the kind of evidence by which the Bible is
to be discarded !, Are we to take. the mutterings
of geological wizards,who peep out of: dust,as louder
and better, truths than the dictates of this book,
when the best of them, the man who:stands in the
front, rank of geologists, admits that a stray splin
ter of wood, or the wing-bone of  a bird, would be
weapon enough to ‘be. beat_the brains out of the
best system:geologists have ever devised.” ;

0, GORRESPONDENTS;

M. A.—We cannot conceéive How: the * many dif-
ferent sects’ can be “rather ‘a blessing to the peo-
ple of God,” than otheriwise; when'those divisions
are expressly forbidden in the word of the Lord.—
The principles by which: the colporteur|and his sect
were actuated is highly reprehensible ;. but.in show-
ing which, we think you have unintentionally spo-
ken too highly in praise of the other sect, the sen-
timents and practice of which we know to be not.in
accordance with the Gospel. ‘We cannot conscien-
tiously speak in their praise, though they.may be
‘better than their neighbor, yet they are far from
being the church of God, or any branch of it.

To Bro. OrRr.—Your truly christian note, dear
brother, ‘is not only ¢ satisfactory,” but, by’ the
blessed spirit it manifests, it 'endears “you to' my
heart.!’ The grace of ‘our Lord Jesus Christ # who
died, ror vs,’%@-with you evermore.!

Yours in christian love, . /& 1
| . Hexry GrEW,
Philadelphia, Pa., March 20, 1855.

OUR NEXT CONFERENCE.

*When and where shall it be held ?. ' In refer-
ence; to it Bro. C. F. Sweet, under date, Ulster,
Pa., March 14, 1855, writes:— Shall we not
have a conterence this spring 7—Say the last of
May? If'so, where shall it be held ? ' Let this
matter be talked in due season. . Can it be held
at Honeoye ? or shall it be in Roqfne'étet,"ﬁi{ some
other place ? Tt should be held as early, at least,
as,the last of May or the first of Ji im,e._,";‘ Will
others freely express their minds on this subject,
that we, shall .be_enabled fo make an early ap-
pointment for our conference. . *

FROM BRO. 0, R, L, CROZIER.

Dzear Bro. Marsu :—We began meetings in our
schoolhouse about four months ago, and haye had
preaching once each Sunday by Bro. J, A. Simonds
.and myselfalternately. A little gdod has been done.
Bro. S.is a good preacher, and a “true yoke'fel-
low,”? ready always to do the best He'canl'in the
good cause. Bro. 8. G. 'Clarke, of 'Niles, recently
spent a few days with us,—preached four times:—
He is one of the pioneers in the cause in this State,
and i§ still laboring with commendable devotion and
success, - We wonld be glad to have o;thcgs of our
preaching brethren eall on us and preach the Word ;
but I am not prepared.to_invite them to do 50, be-
cause I think such an invitation implies an encour- -
agement at least that they will be compensated for
their expenses and  time. All bur brethren who
have moved here since we' ‘came have soiie means,
but purchasing their farms and other expenses inci-
dent to' moving' and’ settling anew, have rendered
them unable to: do! much for /the: dissemination of
the trath at present; . But.I believe.they all  have
amind to work,” and I trust, that this part of the
State will show the effects of their being hge@e}&re
a great while, i, 8

Tgix]}‘ypurs, . 0. R. L. Crozier.
Grand Rapids, Mich,, March 22,1855

“The writer of the Interpretation of 0ld Testa-
ment Prophecies; makes the following remarks; “ I
say moreover, that all'holiness from the Father con-
sisteth in this'very thing, of bringing & naturally
disobedient will into obediénce unto God; and that
if Christ's human will, like our own, had not tend-

a quatrel, too strong for us’ and ‘our theory: the

ed:away from '/Gad, -the holiness. which he, ;ever
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wrought {would have béen no’ holiness sich as God
commandeth us to work,” &e. ; il

If Christ had “a naturally disobedient 'wﬂl,
which “tended away from God, the divime testimony
that he was “without 8in,” “holy’ and nrrdeﬁled,
is inadmissible.  If'a disobedient'will tending away

“ffom God s not moral defilement’ or sin, we shall
be glad to be informed what constitutes sin in the
will.” If the writer’s definition of holiness is correct,
it unavoidably follows that the holy angels mus}
once have had naturally disobedient wills. - But it
is ot correct. Holiness consists ‘in moral punt‘y,
whether it Hias been preceded by a disobedient will
or not. T bave considered it my duty to enter my
protest against this moral degradation of -the Son ?f
the Blessed who ever delighted to do his Father’s
will. having his law ever within his heart.

: HENRY GREW.

Philadelphia, Pa.

[Nore.—We do not understand that the para-
graph to which Bro, Grew objects, conveys even an
intimation that Christ had either a *disobedient
will”? or “ moral defilement,”—but simply that he
possessed a mind that could “in all points be tempt-
ed like as wo are, yet without sin.” Heb. iv. 15.—
Resisting temptation and doing the will of his Fa-
ther, constituted Christ’s holiness, which we must
imitate, in order to be saved.—EpIToR.]

L= Those who may receive bills of account
of o very small amount, will understand them
as a friendly notice to inform them when the
term for which they have paid for their paper
has expired, that they may know when to send
the advance pay for the ensuing volume, and 20t

asa dun.

L= In going through our books, we find
many who have paid to the close of this volume.
To such weneither send bills nor a notice of the
time to which they have paid. - We trust they
will remit in season to have the first number of
the new volume of the paper sent to them, at the
time when it shall be issued. = Please remember
this, as we shall send to none who will not have
forwarded either one or fwo dollars as advance

pay. o
German Emigration to Palestine..
The. official Gazette in Wirtemburg publis‘hed

at the commonoémont of thia month soma account
of the plans now rife in that country for emig.ra-
tion to Palestine. A “Society for the bringing

: together of God's people in J erusalem” has con-
‘'stituted itself, and among other proceedings has
' prepared a petition to the Bund at Frankfort,
the purport of which is as follows :—That the

" Assembly of the German Confederation will be
pleased, through the agency of the two great
Powers of Germany, to induce ““the Sultan to
permit the “ Society for the bringing together of
God’s people in Jerusalem” to found communi-
“'tiés in the Holy Land, under the following con-
ditions : 1. Selfgovernment in all civil and reli-
gious matters, that they may be able to be

" arranged entirely according to God’s word. 2.
Security for person and property against the ar-
bitration of Turkish officials, and against uncon-
trolled and oppressive taxes. 3. Exemption from
“Purkish military service., 4. Guarantee of the
saine rights to all who shall subsequently become
a member of this society, whether he may have
previously been Christian, Jew or Mahommedan,
Turk or foreigner, 5. The assignment of the
Holy Land to these communities, in order that
they may settle there conformably fo the object
and purpose which themselves stated above.
Many of our readers will doubtless think that

an extensive emigration swindle isat the bottom
of this movement; but:while a little considera:

' tion devoted to the subject of tenure of land in
the East will show the groundlessness of such an
idea, the following will indicate that the plan is
by no means confined to a few’\i&m illiterate
persons :—During the sittings of the Byangelical
Kirchentag, the seventh of which was held in
Frankfort towards the close of September, anum-
ber of its members endeayored to procure the
adoption of a motion, that the Kirchentag should
in its totality apply to the Bund to take steps to
procure the Holy City of Jerusalem to be de-

the leading members of ‘the meeting; possessed
of a little more worldly wisdom than these enthu-
siasts, advised them, however, first to apply to
the Sovereigns of Austria and Prussia, and en-
deayor to induce them to favor their views when
engaged in settling the terws of a peace and in
arranging the affairs of the East in general. ,
The Jewish Chronicle, referring to this extra-
ordinary ‘movement, says: The origin of this
‘idea of the great exodus is the peculiar view of
the present social relations generally, and of re-
ligious life especially. Both are considered to
have fallen into decay to that extent that it is'the
duty and requirement of every one, to whom the
will of God and his own true salvation are yet
dear, to disengage himself betimes from this de-
generating position.  This the masses can ac-
complish only by turning their back to the Babel,
and gathering together in the Holy Land ; there,
unaffected by corrupt influences, to form a state
in which the will' of God, as' the highest law,
shall be recognized in its full power, and arrive
at the desired consummation. As far as we can
learn, the petition to be laid before the Diet, Pas
already received the signatures of 3000 fami!les.
This intelligence is the more remarkable, since
the families thus resolved to leave their father-
land for Palestine are not of the Jewish, but of
the Christian faith.— Liverpool Times.

Adding to,or Taking from the Apocalypse.
f BY P. ALLING.

Tn the last chapter of Revelation we have the
following solemn annunciation : “ For I testify
unto every man that. heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book. . If any man shall add; to
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book/ = And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city; and
from the things which are written in this book.”
For a length of time my thoughts have bee'n
deeply impressed: with the importance, .of - this
subject. "‘The inquiry has repeatedly arisen; as
to what we are to understand by the expressions,

« gdding to,” or “ taking from ;" and as T have
arrived to a conclusion that appears truthful,

and at the same time very solemn, the thought
occurred that it might not be unprofitable. to the
brethren to. bring up the subject for their con-
sideration.
In the first and last chapters of this book, we
have the clearest testimony that ‘the things re-
vealed in'this wonderful book are not sealed up,
and may be understood by the church, as well as
a blessing pronounced upon those who do his
commandments, and. keep the words of the pro-
phecy of this book. . Life, I apprehend, ;!epenfis
upon the observance of the. things therein writ-
ten, in the same manner as in the days of Israel,
when the law was delivered them by Moses.—
Deut. iv. 1+ “Now, therefore, hearken, O Israel,
to the statutes and unto the judgments which I
teach you, for to do them, that ye may live.—
Their subsequent history clearly shows, that
when Israel ceased to hearken and to keep those
statutes and judgments, they ceased to be? God’s
people, and fell under the judgments wntten.-.—
Christ charged the Jews with having made void
the Jaw through their traditions. = Theblindness
of the mass, who  allowed themselves to be led
by their blind leaders, did not prevent the'm from
falling, with them, into the diteh. © Thisis clear.

We will now turn our atténtion directly to the
subject. It is manifest, that all who tafkev th.e
liberty of altering or changing this ‘book in their

of this prophecy.” ¢

translations or in transcribing, are very guilty of
the sin “ of adding to” or ' taking from the words

The teachings of Christ and. his apostles, in

‘not endure sound: doctrine ; shall heap to them-
selves teachers having ‘itching ears; shall be
turned from the truth unto fables, &c., &e. That
we are now living in the midst of these perils, is
evident to all who have an understanding of the
times, and are therefore in the last days, These
facts prepare the way for an illustration to the
point. 1

In the Oth chapter of Revelation, we have an
account of the events that were to transpire un-
der thefifth and sixth trumpets, accompanied by
the first and second woes. = At the close of the
sixth trumpet and 2d woe, it is added, “ And the
rest of the men which were not killed by the
plagues, yet repented not of the works of their
hands, that they should not worship devils and
idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone,
and wood ; which neither can hear, nor see, nor
walk; neither repented they of their murders,
nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication,
nor of their thefts.” < Thus we have divine testi-
mony as to the state of the world at the close of
the sixth trumpet; and as the sixth trumpet
leaves the world, so the seventh finds it.

In chapter xi. 14, and onward, we have a re-
cord of the third woe, the seventh angel, &c., in
the following language: “The second woe is
past, and behold the third woe cometh quickly.
And the seventh angel gounded, and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord
~and of his Christ.” In verse 18 it is added,
“ And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is
come, and the time of the dead that they should
be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward
unto thy servants the prophets, acd to the saints,
and to them that fear thy name, small and great,
and shouldest destroy them that destroy or cor-
rupt the earth.” By reason of the expression in
verse 15, that ¢ the kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his
Christ,” ‘professed Christendom has taken the
liberty of taking out the third woe, and the judg-
ment, as the events to transpire in the days of
the voice of the seventh angel, and have substi-
tuted the fabled doctrine of the world’s conver-
sion, the promulgation of which, and kindred er-
rors, has so blinded the minds.of the church, that
she can see nothing 'désirable in the return of
her long ‘absent Lord, and has caused her to turn
away with disgust from its glorious proclama-
tion, By thus doing, it does appear to me that
“'she is verily guilty of the awful sin of both add-
ing to, and taking from “the words of the pro-
phecy of this book.” 0, how fearful is her posi-
tion |  Has she not brought herself directly un-
der the judgments written ?

It also appears to me, that those brethren who
have taken the liberty of taking out the thousand
years between the first and second resurrections,
" the time in which the saints are tolive andireign
with Christ, by placing it in the past, and then
transposing other parts so as to suit that theory,
arelikewise in great danger of incurring the same
fearfal doom. O, how careful should we be, lest
we pervert this prophecy, and ‘teach ‘men so, lest
we be found guilty in that day!

Norwalk, O.

A General Meeting

Of elders and brethren of the Church of God
is appointed to commence, Thursday before the
last Lord’s day in May next, at' 2 o’clock P. M.,
at Old Union, Marion ‘county, Ind., seven miles
west of Tndianapolis. Brethren in Indiana, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Illinois, ‘Wisconsin,
Towa, New York, and other States, and the Cana-
das, are invited to attend.

Those who may come by the railroad, will do
woll to take the cars so as to arrive in Indianap-
olis on Thursday noon, as the cars come in from

those who give heed to their pernicious, ways.—

clared a fiee town, and ‘put under the protector-

That false doctrines will be thus taught in the

the whole tenor of their communications, defi-
nitely inculcate the doctrine, that thoge teachers : by |
who z)ervert ot “wrest the Word,” and teach for | ette, not be able to reach Indianapolis till the

doctrine the commandments of men, do it to their ;
own destruction, as also to the destruction of ~where they*will find brethren there to convey

all directions about that time. Should those who
may come from the north or west, or by Lafay-

afternoon, they will stop at Augusta Station,

them to the meeting ; or they will call on Ira

ican Hotel, near the Union Depot, where they
will meet our’brethren with teams to convey them
to the meeting,’ ;

We hope to' see'a ‘general gathering of our
brethren at this meeting. We suggest that the
churches furnish sufficient means to defray the
traveling expenses of their ministers who may be
selected to attend this meeting ; which we antici-
pate will be one of vital interest to the cause of
truth in the Western States.

The objects of the meeting are,

1. 'To enable us ‘to form a more intimate ac-
quaintance with each other. :

2. To afford an opportunity to take into con-

sideration the general condition and wants of the
cause of truth in the Western States, and devise
means to do what we cap for its advancement in
this interesting portion of our highly favored
country.

3. To enter into some. plan whereby, we may
move, systematically, and unitedly co-operate in
our various' fields of labor, and also adopt some
plan by which to sustain those who labor in word
and doctrine among us, both as pastors and evan-
gelists. : W
4. To'adopt some plan, and raise means for
the more general diffusion of the doctrines we
advocate, by papers, tracts, and books, through
the great West.
Dear brethren, we have a great and important
work to do,and we must work while the day lasts.
We would further: say to those brethren who
cannof attend, let us hiear from you by letter.—
Let us know your condition, wants and méans to
help on this glorious cause. - Address Elder J.
C. Bywater, or Dr. N. Field, Jeffersonville, Ind.,
before the time of the meeting, so that your com-
munications may be laid before the brethren.
The cause in which we are engaged is worthy
of more labor and sacrifice than® we have yet
made; and we call on you, dear brethren, as you
love God’s truth and the salvation of men, to take
hold unitedly and in good earnest in this glori-
ous cause. Dr. N. FigLp,

J. C. BYWATER,
W G. Proctor,
T. P. HEDRICK,
JouN LINNVILLE,
Wa. Lancarr,
‘R. H. GrEsHAM,

0. C. WooLLEY,

Jeffersonyille, Ind., March 28, 1855.

Note.—We hope much good will result from
this' meeting, should it be held: we may attend
it.—-EpiTor.

FOREIGN NEWS.

"No event of striking importance had occurred du-
ring the week.

Public attention was generally centered on the
doings of the Vienna Conference, which was form-
ally inaugurated on the 15th of March. ' Hopes and
fears were abont equally balanced as to the proba-
bility of peace resulting from the Conference.

The manifesto from the new Emperor of Russia
to his army is interpreted as a warlike demonstra-
tion.

From the seat of war the most’ important state-
ment is that the allies have re-opened their fire upon
Sevastopol, and with good effect.

The Roebuck committee was still prosecuting its
inquiries into the conduct of the war.

MANIFESTO OF THE CZAR TO HIS ARMY.

The following is the manifesto of Alexander II.
to his army, dated St. Petersburg, March 3:

% Valiant warriors ! Faithful defenders of Church,
Throne and Country! It has pleased Almighty
God to visit us with the most painful and grievous
loss. We have all lost our common father and be-
nefactor. In the midst of his unwearied care for
Russia’s prosperity, and the glory of the Russian
arms, the Emperor Nicholas Paulovitch, my most
blessed father, has departed to eternal life. His
last words were—* I thank the gloriousloyal Guard,
whoin 1825 saved Russia, and I also thank the
brave army and fleet, and I pray God to maintain
the courage and spirits by which they haye distin-
guished themselves under me. So long as this spi-
rit remains -upheld, Russia’s tranquility is secured
both within and without, and woe to her enemier!
I love my troops as my own children, and stroveas
much as I'could to improve their condition. X I

Hollingsworth, not far from the place.  Those

- now in progress will terminate in peace. Prus-
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from no want of will, but because I'was unablé to
devise anything better, or to'do more.”. May these
ever memorable words remain, preserved in your
hearts as a proof of - his sincere love for you, which

I share to the largest extent, and let them be
- pledge of your devotion for me and Russia.
% “ ALEXANDER.™

A posteript presents to the Guards the uniform
worn by the deceased Emperor, and directs them to
retain the initials of Nicholas. The manifesto con’

cludes—

% May the sacred memory of Nicholas survive in
out ranks as a terror-to the foe, the glory of Russia.”

The manifestoris considered warlike. ;

- Russian accounts: say that Nicholas passed the

last hours of his life in the consolations of religion.
Having bid adieu to.all the members of his family,
individually, he said to the Empress, “Tell’ your
brother Fritz, King of Prussia, to adhére to Russia,
and never forget his father’s policy.” He then took
leave of Counts' Orloff, Dolgorouski and Arlenburg;
also of some of the favorite Grenadiers of the house-
hold; and personal atténdants. All except his fam-

ily having retired, he asked the Emperess to repeat
the Lord’s Prayer. At the words, “ Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heayen,” Nicholas respond-
Soon

ed fervently, “ Always! always ! always !”
afterwards he added, “I hope God will open for
me hisarms,” He then became partially insensible
for two hours, Atnoon he said something about
4 message to ‘a dear friend not named, and some-
thing of Alexander and the garrison of Sevastopol.
A few minutes afterwards he drew ‘a deep sigh and
expired. The body was exposed, face unddvered, in
the Chapel Ardente until the 16th of March, when
it was buried with the usual imperial solemnities.
Tue Viesna ConrerencE—The Congress in
Vienna formally met on. Thursday, the 15th of
March. There were present one: French, two
Eoglish, two Austrian, and two ' Turkish repre-
sentatives, The Russian  Plenipotentiary was
not present. Telegraphic reports say, the dis:
cussion on the generil basis of negotiations ter-
minated satisfactorily. . Rumors are current that
Austria and: England would be content without
the-demolition of Sevastopol, but that the Em-
peror Napoleon absolutely insists ‘on that condi-
tion.
Vienna, March 16—P. M.
At the conference yesterday the ‘Plenipoten-
tiaries exchanged ' their powers, and proceedings
were entered upon. The four bases, and the in-
terpretations given to them' by the Allies, hav: |-
ing been set forth, the representatives of Russia
accepted them verbally. - Oneof the Plenipoten-
tiaries was hereupon deputed to'draw up a min-
ute or protocol of this, which is to be' signed to-
morrow, (Saturday,) the first thing when the. Am-
bassadors meet; and  this' document will ‘consti:
tute the basis of negotiations for'peace.

Piris; March 16=P. M.
~ The mission of General Wedell has complete-
ly failed.” Prussia hasrefused to accede to the
treaty with the Adlies, and will not, theérefore be
admitted to participate in"the conference, -

Tue SiecE oF SEvasToroL.—The ‘allies have
resumed firing upon the “town! Thé letters of
March 1st explain the discrepancy between the
French and Russian accounts of the storming of
the redoubts on the night of February 23. Both
accounts were correct.” The French did storm
and capture two Russian redoubts; but finding
them not tenable, from the murderous fire from
the walled batteries of their enemies, they blew
up the redoubts, and retired with the loss of 100
men killed and 300 wounded.

“Austria has ‘addressed &' new circular, dated
March 8, to the Germanic federal governments;
informing them that the Austrian Commissioner
will present to the Diet a new proposition to-
wards the effectual mobilization of the Germanic
contingents. The circular also insists on the ne-
cessity of being prepared forall eventualities,
and mentions that the ‘Emperor Alexander hag
authorized Gortschakoff to negotiate’ for peace
on the basis sanctioned by the late Emperor, .
_ Prussia also issued a circular; dated March 8,
to its diplomatic and consular agents, stating
there is reason to belicve that the negotiations

sia, by a decree, likewise dated March' 8, pro-
hibits the exportation of articles contrabaud of

 of Easter, (16th of April,)

end of March. The circulars were issued on the
day-of ‘the recent decision of the Immaculate

. The Committee of Inquiry in‘o the state of
the army before Sevastopol has been ten days in
session, and continues:h"The Earl of Lucan,
Col. Kinlock, ‘commissariat officer, and J. Me-
Donald, administrator of the London ZWmes
fund, were: examined. - The evidence  confirms
the worst reports of mismanagemeént. |
France—The Emperor’s visit to the Crimea
continues doubtful. 'Warlike preparations are
as active s ever. ' Orders are given to ‘prepare
transports from Toulon for 50,000 men and 8,000
horses. :

General Wedell, the Prussian’ Enivoy, has re-
turned to Paris, ;

a

date of ,
Rowme, Feb. 23,1855,

now much talked of.  The time is thought to be
auspicious for such a demonstration in the Holy
Land, now that its Turkish mastérs are under
the influence of the Allies; the object being, in
the language of a circular by the committee of
arrangements, ““ an effort to re-unite the two cen-
ters of the faith"Rome and Jerusalem‘=to carry
back the active life of the present heart of Chris-
tianity to its original source.”
“If all the world neglects the first country of
the faith,” continues ' this appeal for a pilgrim-
age, Rome, at least, will ‘ever remember Jeru-
salem. * We feel, then, firm confidence in send-
ing an invitation from the Eternal City to'the
faithful of the occident to re-unite for the feast
near the Holy Sepul-
cher.” 2 )
The  circular then suggests that the voyage
can be made under the most favorable circum-
stances, and invites the faithful to assemble at
Rome,—where the 'expedition’ will receive ‘the
benediction of the Holy Father,—as the point of
departure.
Another publication of similar import has béen
made by Count O'Donnell, President of the So-
ciety of St. Servino, at Vienna, which announces
that an arrangement has been made with the
Lloyd line of steamers, at Trieste, to carry the
pilgrims at a reduced price, and that the mem-
bers of the Franciscan Order, in Palestine, will
afford them the most hospitable entertainment.
Tke duration of the pilgrimage is fixed at two
months, and its whole expense to each individual
at 400 florins. :
This expedition would appear to be confined
to the faithful of the Austrian’ States, though in
concurrence with that which ‘is to start from
Rome. “Both are expected to leave towards the

Conception. y
About the same time a circular was issued by
the General of the “ Society of Jesus,” (Jesuits,)
proclaiming that the sole object of its organiza:
tion is the propagation of the faith, without any
interference in political affairs; that its motto is,
“Render unto Casar that which is Caesar’s.”
It is 'a’ remarkable coincidence that another
movement has been projected, apparently at Pa-
ris, towards Jerusalem' at about the same time.
Mr. Montefiore and Dr. Levy are to leave Paris
on the 15th of April, with a bevy of workmen,
and a million of franes, to found a hospital at Je-
rusalem for the Jews. One quarter of the sum
collected was contributed in London.

0w fedlady out 15 i

The Harp,

Bro. Marsi:—The Millenial Harp is cer-
tainly an interesting and important work; a work
that, should be used in every congregation of dis-
ciples; a book that should “be used by all, with
not partial views; all who would acquire a com-
prehensiveness of Bible perception. It containg
Bible truth. «With it, I can “sing with the
spirit and with the understanding also.”

_Before I received the Harp, I could not sing
With the understanding, for the very obvious rea.
son, that there were many expressions in the
omposition of the hymns which I did n0# under-
Stax_ld. Many of the expressions were manifest-
ly lmproper, | They were added carelessly, or
rather ignorantly : "and clearly proved that the

of Paul, “I will sing with the spirit ;
sing with the understanding also,” = Therefore,
all who desire to sing the Word of J ehovah, with
the spirit and understanding, had better procure
a copy of the Millenial Harp, and sing its beau-
tiful strains, until the elements of nature shall
be conyerted - into: “ one grand Aolian harp,”
touched by the finger of the King of all the earth,
and “ the mountains and the hills shall break
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of
the field shall clap their hands,” “ saying, with a
loud ‘voice; Blessing, and honor, and glory; and
power, unto him that sitteth upen the throne, and
uato the Lamb for ever and ever.” = Amen.

neither were the writer's ways God's ways~
Whocould, with such a book, say in the language |
and I will i

A correspondent of the Newark, (N. J.) Ad-
vertiser furnishes the following items, under

Tlie projected pilgrimage to Jerusalem is'just

. May the Lord guide you. continually, and sat-
isfy your soul in droughts, and make your bones
fat; until thou shalt be'like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not;
WicLiam, Passmore.

Lunenbug, Va., March 16, 1855.

PATENT AGENCY.

il

Inventors are respectfully informed that they
may save the expense of a journey to Washington,
and yet have their drawings and’ papers prepared
under their own inspection by applying to Jomx

Py, C. E., Agent for procuring, and selling Pat-
ents, No. 16 Buffalo street, Rochester, N, Y.

J63 Several valuable Patents for sale—offering
fine chances to make’ money in ‘an ‘honorable and
lucrative business. Agents wanted.

[ From our personal acquaintance with Mr. Phin,
and the good repute which he sustaing .as-a man of
| trust, and competency to discharge the duties of his
profession, we commend him to the favorable no-
tice of those who may need his services in the busi-
to which he refers. Eprror.]

FOR BRO. E, R: PINNEY, .
G. W. Cherry, e

1,00

Meetings,

Rochester, N. Y—Irving Hall, Buffalo st
every Lord’s Day and Thursda.y’evening. 0
Buffalo—At the Hall corner of Mohawlk and Main streets
(entrance on Mohawk strect,) three times on the Sabbath.
and Wednesday evening. f { { .
New York—Corner of Grand & Eliz
Knickerbocker Hall, corner of Eighth
top floor, three times on Sunday.
W1llsm17&sburgh;l\’deetings for Co
every Sunday, at 3 o’clock, p. m., in ** Sons of T 1
Hall,” south-aast corner of Fouri;b and South, Fiiapgzzs?:
Su;)day StZB}IOOI at same place at 2 o’clock, p. m. ol
ansville—Franklin Hall, in 8. W. Smith’ d
ga.sjsigi:of Main street. ) Sm‘lth i
., Anburn‘—House of Prayer, ‘on Water ‘Streot :
Suxéday--;jprgyer mietings Wed,nesday evéning.e " isas’
anandaigua.—Atwater Hall, twice ey ;
on Tuesday and Friday evenings’. o i b
}v{}n;eoi/e.—%azeﬁ’s Hall, every Sunday. TR
atertoo.—On the south side of the river, i
sto(;e, on the plank road. R
swego.—Academy Hall, once in. two week: :
Victor~-Advent Hall, twice'on Snnday';vee i
gu?ark, If[V J.—I(‘)Ilt:. 143 Market street
_ Doston, Mass—Chapman Hall, Chapman
tm:ses on Suxl:gayh:nd Wednesday ’evenigg. e : sl
pringfield.—Bro. Currier's Hall i
Sunday.gl ’ all, Spring street, every
_ﬁ;zst Bostan.;;Meridian street Hall
orcester—Warren Hall, Pearl street, near M in.
Harlford, Ct—0dd Fellow’s Hall, cortier of ﬁ;in an
Pratt streets, three times on Sunday, statedly; . - i

t, three times

abeth streets éls‘o at
Avegue and 23d St.,

nference or Preaching

Books for Sale’'at this Office,
Postage can be prepaid, or paid on DELIVERY, a8 |
purchaser may choose., Worksﬁot'w ighing over 3 ‘guni’:;
can be sent to any part of the Unitcﬁldtqs or one cent
if prepaidyor two cents if paid: on delivery,” Books, bound,
or unbound, one cent peraunce, under 3000 miles:, :;ns halj"
cent to be added if not prepaid. -~ Tracts half cent per oz.
if sent in packages of not less than Exenr OUNGES, other:
wise subjectto sume postage as three ouncepamphlets; each;
The Millenial Harp : anew collection of Scriptural Hymns,

original and selected, for Social 'and Family worship ;
adapted to the use of all |christians. By Joseph Marsh.
Price : wholesale—b copies, $3,00; ten copies, $5,00; all

APPOINTMENTS,

AN ~

l% As our paper is made ready for the press on Wed-
Aesaay, appointments must be received, at the latest b

Tuesday evening, or they cannot beinsertedtill the follow-
ing week.

R. V. Lyon,

Sunday, April 8.
(at the house of Bro, 8. Abhey;) " *¢ 15.

BUSINESS ITEMS.

AP A
4 \

F'8 Smith—~We have changed the direction to Concord.

You have paid to whole number 598,

A Rouel—We received one dollar, June 30tk last, which

is the last.  We do not see any mistake 5 ‘but if' you think

S0, pleaso state what you think is right, and’we will correct
it,

Mansfield,
Axe Factory,

Mrs Caroline Eastwood's paper sent to Rockton, N. Y.,
isreturned by the postmaster as not taken from the office
If she will renit us $1,74 owing on the same, she will oblige.
8 P Towne— All right. ;
R A Field, Erie, Pa., réfuses to take his paper from: the
post office, owing us $2,62 1-2, which if he is an honest man
he will immediately remit. /

P Wetherwaz~We have' directed them ag’you wish, and
will notify the postmaster here.

C F Sweet—Haye entered his name:
. J Blain—On our hooks it is Pleasant Vale, Pike co., T1L.
We understand #J. B.” takes little interest in the cause.
N Winchell—1t has been sent o Cassopolis.' ' We now
send, to Brownsville, according to your direction,
Wm_Sherman, Williamston, Mich., refuses to take his
paper from the office, owing us 69 cents. Will he please
pay this small amount. L0
E Armstrong— You are paid to whole number 645, See
receipts. |

F L Branch—The books were sent March 23. Hope you
have them. .

W Brink—We do not dispose of hooks except upon real
sales. f

L H Chase—It was received.

H Staly—The four dollars were received and credited,
We know not why it was stopped.” We have re-entéred
zour name. The balance due to close.of this volume, is

,66.
G'A Lapham—The mistake is corrected, Tt pays to
whole number 611, :

g,
Recerers—Mrs A Matteson 591, 8 McCartney 593, A
Rouel 569, 8 Darling 595, Louisa Tubbs 576, Mrs C Wole-
ver.611, D Lord 587, A Norton 606, S/H. Allen 588, Ann
(Oase 621, A Chase 540, S Brink 598, J E Fenn 603, J A
Hendryx 618, A McKeller 611, G W Cherry 622, B'G Chase
574, W H Wakeman 606, Wm J Greenleaf 611, F I, Branch
595, E Armstrong 645—8$1,00 each.
A Dunham 647, § Paine 599, J Neal 618, C S Maxtin 644,
T C Armstrong 624, A 8 Sheldon 597, J Claus 633, J H
Jackson 673, H Hamilton 610, S S Babcock 639, R E Todd
652,1J. Corington 634—8$2,00 each.

Ler1ERs —A Matteson, R B Neal, J Livingston, § P

Towne, L € Trask, 8 B Thompson, J N Rogers P' M, P

Wetherwax, C H Ward, C F Sweet, H Grew, L H Chase, J

g ];vwater, J A Sober, J Griswold, B Wilson, J Wilson, W
roctor.

Booxs SENT.— W Sheldon (express, to Claremont, N. H.),

J'D Brown, R Curtis, S B Munn (express to New Milford, |

Character of the Son of God. By Henry Grew. 12 cents
’IjhelKingdom of God: By N MCatlin. $4,00 pr 10,8 ots
single. ¥

The Afonement; ' or,

Ct.,), S Rogers, A Case, L M Lock, R Eastman, 0 R L Cro-
ziet, D Rose (expres), A Babcock (express); B Wilson.

Bible vs. Tradition: in

Elpis Israei: Being an Ezposition

Death not Life,.-To which is added a Review of Dr; E.

A Catechism designed as a Guide

Our Israelitish Origin.

higher nuinbers 47 cents each. Retail—62 1-2 cents each
Postage 6 cents. 1 s
Prophetic Chart---A Prophetical Stream of Time ; or, an
outline of God’s dealin’gg with Man from the ¢reation to
the endof all things. By Sir Edward Denny, Bar’t. Price
87,00, including the guide. : i
The Age to Came: or ‘Glorious' Restitution. By J. Marsh
Price 12 1-2 conts single—$9,00 per hundred. Weight 20z
A Debate on the State of the Dead, between Rev. Thomag
P. Connelly, A. B, an Evangelistof the Christian Church,
and Nathamiel Field, M. D., Pastor of the Church of God
meeting at the Christian Tabernacle in the city of Jef-
fersonville, Indiana.. Held at Old Union Mesting House,
in the vicinity of Indianapolis, in the summer of 1852,—
Reported by J. G. Gordon, Esq., Attorney at Law, and
Revised by the Parties. Price $1,00, including postage.
The World as it Was, Is, and, Will Be. By Mrs. A. C,
Judson. 38cents single; 31 cents per dozen---weight, 7
onnces. io 2ol
Are the Wicked, Immortal ? and, Huve. the Dead Knowl-
edge? By George Storrs. Bound, 25 cents; paper, 15
cents: weight 3 ounces. = Insheets; 4 cents. | = : '
Bible Truth Defender---By W Sheldon. - 20 cents single ;
weight 4 ounces. Liberal reduction by the ‘dozen.
Unity of Man: A Reply'to Luther Lied~By ' Anthi
15tzents: weight 30!?!1303. .y P ]?y Ant’,hropo#
Anatolia: orRussia Triumphant and Europe Chained : bo-
ing an Exposition of Prophecy, showing the. inevitable
Fallof the French and/Ottoman Empires ;, tho! dccupation
of‘ Egypt and the Holy Land by the British ;. the forma-
tion of a Russian Latino-Greek Confederacy ; ‘its inavsion
and conquest of Egypt, Palestine, and ' Jerusalem ; its
destruction on the Mountains of Israel; the long-exée’cted
Deliverance of the Jews by the Messiah: 3+ his Subjugation
of the world thro’ theiragency; & consequent establishment
of the Kingdom of Israel: By John homas, M. D., au-
thor ‘of ¢ Elpis Israel”” Price50'conts. 1. .
which the Trie Teaching of i
Bible is manifested, the Corruptions of Theol, nim{; d}:f
tected, and the Traditions of Men Ezposed. y Aaron
Ellis. ' Revised and much enlarged by Thomas Read: New
York: Published at the Office of the Bible Ezaminer, 140
Fulton stroet: Price 76 cents per copy,-retail; 60 cent§
whalesale. Weight about 16 ounces.
of the Kingdom of
God, with 1 ¢ference. to the Time of t)i{ End,; ang the ag‘:
to Come. By John Thomas, M.D. Price $2,00 per copy,
Weight alittle over16 1-2 ounces. 'Ttcan be transmitted
by mail, under 3000 miles for two cents per ounge.,, \
Beecher’s ¢ Conflict of Ages”” By Jacob Blain. Bound
38 cents single ; weight weight 9 ounoes: in paper; 25
cents single---weight 5 ounces. Liheral reduction by
the dozen. { %% A

The Apostolic Ministry: A Discourse deliveréd in; Roches-

ter, N. Y., before the New York Baptist Union, for Min-
isterial Education, July 12, 1853, by Franeis &Va.yland,
President of Brown University. Reviewed, by-J. B. Cook:
Price §8,00 per hundred ; 121-2 cents single. ~

Future Punishment. BvH. H. Dobuey. Paper 50 oents;

weight 6 -ounces. = e,
to a proper undestand-
ing of the Lord’s Prayer, for the use’ of Sabbath Sshools,
Bible Classes, and Faniilies. By J. Lenfést: Price, sin-
gle copies, 25 cents; per dozen $2,65. Twenty-five per
oent discount, by the hundred.: ¥

The' Christian Voyagen: containing a bird’s eye view of

the Christian Hape, as set forth in the Seriptures of di-
vine truth, extending from its rise'in the garden of Eden
to its consummation in the restored fuadise of God, By
J. Lenfest. Price 6 cents single ; $3,00 per hundred.”

The Contrast between Protestantism and the Gospel, By

N: M. Catlin. Price 9 centssingle; $6,00 per hundred.—
Weight 2 ounces. o am e

The Power of Kindness. By Charles Morley. P’;'lce 25 ots
The Mystery Solved: a Bible Expose of the Spirit Rapping

By John O. Bywater. " 810,00 per hundred ; 15 cents sin<
gle---weight 3 ounces. Haptd e
. By J. Wilson, England Bound'
621-2 cents; in paper eovers, 50 cents. Welght, bouud
14 ounces; in paper, 9 ounces.

: : e s e F Ogtccbnciliation by Christ—By Eph-
who arrive at Indianapolis, will call at the Amer- | was not entirely successful in'that respect, Toance, " Wuiues,Xper iundrpdu’S dolite sitiglos waigh

war. Post Orrice Appress—Elder S ‘B Munn, Hotehkiss-

Jast days, A A clenrly Soelits d; for.th oy will ville, Ct. J T Ongley, Plainville, N. Y.

f th At £ E Some of writer's thoughts were 70¢ Jehovah's thoughts,
ate of the great Powers of Yurope. Some 0f;
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From the Carbondale Transcript.
The Narrow Escape.
(Continued.)

D. You astonish me.. Do ymf not think I
believe in the same God thatyoudo?

E. We will soon see. I believe in'a God
that ‘canot lie. You. believe in one that pro;
mises death to the sinner; but does not mean to
inflict it. g

D. But the guestion is, does he mean luteral
death? . 4

E. Thatis not the question. In making the
threat he uses death without a qualifying term:
the question is, will he ezecute it without a qual-
ifying term ? You say he will not. Then his
Word must fail.

D. ‘But if he did not mean to execute it liz-
erally, then it will not fail.

. That is the greatest proof of its failure
that can be given. - In making that excuse for
its non-failure, you' weave into it the very ele-
menté of a falsehood. - Suppose A promises :to
build B a house for a stipulated sum of money.
A receives the money, but does not build the
house, whereupon B: charges him with fraud and
lying; while A attempts to clear himself from
this charge by pleading that he never.meant to
build it. Now the case is precisely similar.—
God promises the sinner that he shall die, that
in a little while he shall not be; be as though he
had not been; go to nothing, and perish; perish
as the brutes; &o. ~ All this, your spiritual views
of the soul prevent you from believing he will
do, and the excuse you make for the failure of
his Word is that he never meant to do it.

D. But may not all these texts which you
have referred to, mean the body only.

E. That depends on whether the soul or the
body is. the wicked part.  The texts affirm these
things of the wicked, the sinner, &e the wick-
ed shall not be; the sinner shall be destroyed,
die, &o.  Again, if they are affirmed of the body
only, they are no threats at all to the sinner; for
the bodies of the righteous are destroyed, as well
as the bodies of the sinners. ~And again, if the
soul is not threatened in these texts, it is nut any
where; for all threats are concerning the sinner,
the wicked, &c. But to the point : you see your
faith makes God,a different being from what the
literal Word does; and so you will find every-
thing on your track. : :

D. -0, n0! youwill not doubt there being the
game Sevior on my track, as you call it.

E. Idoubtthere being any at all onit. Who
is your Savior ? g swol

D. Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah,

E. And do youreally believe that he-is the
promised “Messiah. :

D. Most certainly.

. 1f he is not, then he is not the Sayvior.—
Now we will ‘see if you have not a substitute for
the Savior. 'The prophets, in giving the promise
of God of a Messiah to come, said he should take
David’s throne and kingdom, and reign forever :
do you believe Christ will do this ? :

D. 1 believe he %as taken David’s throne
and kingdom above.

E. T thought so; but, tell me, was David’s
kingdom' above ?

D.. Why, no; but you don’t. think it means
David’s literal kingdom do you ?

E. ' The Bible says nothing about Davids
having any other throne or kingdom; and'it'says
Christ will take it; and if he doesnot, the Scrip-
tures must be broken. Besides, the prophet said
it should be overturned, overturned, overturned,
and be no more until he:should come whose right
it is. . Now, you say, Christ has David’s kingdom

above. ' When was it overturned and overturned,

and was no more.? &

D. - Thekingdom abovewas néver overturned.

E. Then it is not the one_the prophets said
Christ should haye. So you cann]:;‘}&;l to see
you have not the same kingdom and Messiah on
your track. ‘o

D. Be that as it may concerning the king:
dom, I don’t see how it affects his being the Sa-
vior.

E. I heis not the heir of David's throne,
he is an impostor ;. for: such the Messiah was to

 your track theve is no atonement, if I understand
yot correctly; Do you admit that thedeath
threateried 'Adam was thepenalty of tlie law,
and that Christ took upon himself the penalty ?
D.. I admit bothe i ot i

E. . Then in what consists the atonement, on
your track? 1o~ ioon o jau

D.' Why, the death of Chirist; ‘the just for
the unjust. | ‘

. E.  Yes,yes; butyou say Adam’s death was
a spiritual death': did Christ die a spiritual death
on the: erosé 2+ Come, Deacon,; noiw! we il Zest
thié virtues of your spiritualism, and see whether
you ate sitched off thé right track ornot. You
may now make the Adamic death just what you
please, and. as much | as. you iplease, fiteral, or
spiritual, ot both, and -endless misery. besides;
whatever it is, Christ Had it to suffer on the cross
in making the" atonement; or there is ‘none on
your track, or you will all run headlong into a
worse gulf than the one that you met with yes-
terday. | '

D. 'T'suppose the atonement to consist in the
literal death of His body: !

E. ""That ‘may'be supposed to answer for the
death of Adam’s body ; but where is the atone-
ment for the death. of his soul 2, Christ died to
fulfill the law, under-which it was “:an eye for an
éye, a tooth for a tooth,” a body for ‘& body, and
a soul ‘for @ ‘soul. ' Furtl'ermore, to' complete
the plan of salvation, there must be a resurrec-
tion from the dead. Have you such a thing on
your track ? '

D. Certainly.

E. What haye you there  to be raised from
the dead ? '

D... Dead men, if you please,

E. Do you mean men that are spiritually
dead ? :

D. Yes, and those that are literally dead too.

E. How are the literally dead raised ?

D. ' Theirbodies will be raised; and their souls
united to them.

E. Auad will the real, literal, tangible bodies
be raised ? .

D.  No, the spiritual body will be raised—
not the literal. |

E.. Bub, it is the literal body that dies; the
spiritual body-does not die; and therefore cannot
be resurrected ; and the soul, you say, never dies,
for it is immortal; that certainly cannot be raised
from the dead,\so where is your resurrection
You have none.

D, There is one.

E. 1 know there is; but it is. not onyour
track, . You say the: literal body. dies; and the
soul goes out of it; and ‘at ‘the resurrection it
goes into a spiritual body. ~That is 110 nearer
death and resurrection than, a man.moving out of
a log house into a framed one. . Thiswill not do,

led you on the wrong track, and the farther you
proceed, the further you will, get from truth,—
You see -there-isimot ' one real’ object on'your
track, that is the same on the right. The first
objects you should have met yesterday were,
4 Grove, Village,” “ Dow’s Mill,” &e. . These
you found a substitute for the God that cannot
lie, another for the Savior, the atonement, the
resurrection, &o., and yet you are perfectly con:
tented, because, as. it was yesterday, there: is a
numerous company of your belief, and you all
think you are right. But I tell iyou, there is'a
deep gulf just ahead of you; youmust soon come
to it; then these miserable substitutes will fail
yo, neither will” the number of your company
avail you anything.. You must ran back to the
614 ‘switeh; « Ve shall wot surely die,” and take
the other track,  Theu'shalt surely die,” or be
forever lost. ,

D. But I think the case’is not'quite so had
as ydu represett. Youseem to think a man can-
not be a Christian, and believe in the immortali:
ty of the soul. " )«

% T think a man cannot be a Christian with-

out the Christian’s hope.
" D. 'True, he cannot; bub T think T Zave that
hope, though I may possibly err a little concern-
ing the immortality of the soul.

E. What is your hope ? and ¢an-you give a

be, according to the prophets.  Furthermore, on

reason of it; as'the apostle says ¥

mised,) to go no more out.

Deacon. - Yournotions of the immortal soul have |.

7 D.+-Why, I hope to.go to heaven.

E.., Whendo yon hope: to go' there? and
whereis heaven; and achat is it?, Now we will
se®’ if | you: have not a substitute for heaven, and
for the Christian’s hope, too. :

D Heaveh is a place of happiness above, an
I hepe to go there at death: i » i

.’ That hope and heaven . are both: on the
wrong track, and grow. out of the belief of ‘the
immortality of :the soul, and are a most misera-
ble substitute for the Christian’s hope and hea-
ven. :
D, - What do you. call the Christian’s hope ?

E. Paul's hope was, “ the hope of the pros
mise, made of God unto our fathers.” That is
just it. ,

D. That is my hope. ,

E. Wewill see if /it is. God promised the
fathers,—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,—that they
and zheir seed should dwell forever, in the land
which he called: Abraham' out: to see. . Do you
believe they will dwell in that land forever ?

D. . Yes, in the spiritual land which Abraham
SAW.

E, . Ab; T thonghtso,  God did not tell Abra-
ham. anything about your spiritual land, He
called him out to see the land between the river
of Egypt, (the Nile,) and. the great. river, Eu:
phrates, and told him he would give it to'him,
and to: his seed; and that  they should possess it
forever.. . And Abraham believed it : for Paul
says he did, and his faith (or belief,) was account-
ed unto him for righteousness; . But it appears
you don’t. believe it: where, then, is your righ:
teousness ? !

D. Bat, do you think that land is heaven ?

E. Heaven must be just that, or the Word
of God must fail. That teaches us that Christ
is to take Dayid’s kingdom, which was that land
or a part of it, at least. Christ called it his
kingdom, and says it was prepared for the bless:
ed of his Father, from the foundation of the
world, and that many shall come from the four
quarters of the globe;and sit down in it, with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, (to-whom it was pro-

' Now, if this is not
heaven, these good old patriarchs will not go to

 heavén, for they will dwell in this land forever,

or the Scriptures must be broken, So, I see you
have a substitute for zeaven too.

D, But, do you think the righteous dead are
all there now ?

E. No,Deacon; you seem to forget that you
are on the wrong track. . Yon are thinking about
the immortal sowls of the righteous. = The jim,
mortal soul is not a child of God; but the legiti-
mate offspring of spiritualism, . Had not the old
switch-tender turned the switch the wrong way,
you never would have heard of such a thing.

D. Ah, so you say.

£, Well, Iwill leave it ito the Deacon him-
gelf if it was not the spiritual interpretation of
the death threatened Adam, that implied the mor-
tality, of his soul; .and; also, whether the literal
interpretation implies it ?

D. - I acknowledge, in that text, it is the spir-
itual interpretation that impliesit, Butare there
not many texts, the literal interpretation of which
implies it, yea, more plainly teaches it ?

E. Thereis not one. But we will talk about
that hereafter. For the present, I wish to call
your attention to a fact that you cannot deny;
and that is, the result of belieying in the immor;
tality of the soul,  That belief once established,
and everything in the Christian religion must pay
homage to it; that is, be so remodeled as to con-
form to it; and being so remodeled, they become
altogether and éntirely differént things from what
they’ would ‘be, admitting’ there isno such thing
as an ignate and undying principle in man. Take
for example your own case. ., You believe in the
immortality of the soul. That belief impels you
to believe ‘God’ does not imean/what he says;
that is, in-effect, to eharge him with falsehood,
#hough T do not think you intend 50 wicked a
thing, . It also impels you to, deny the atone-
ment ; for you say the penalty of the Adamic
sin is spiritual death, and Christ did not suffer
it. Itimpels you to deny his Messiahship by

and 'to deny the resurrection, and also the very
existence of heaven itself, * It is true you have
4 spiritual substitute for all these things. For
instance, for the throne and kingdom ‘of ‘David,
which Christ is ‘beir to, you substitute a spirit-
ual throne and kingdom above; and for the land
God promised Abraham and his seed, you sub-
stitute a_spiritual land above; and for heaven,
the laud of promise, you substitute a region of
space beyond the stars. But take the otherside
of the question, and how widely different is/every-
thing,  If man has no' immortal ‘part, then God
means what he says, and says what he means.—
The penalty of the law is death, 'Adam incurred
that penalty, and died ; and to make the atone-
ment, Christ died, the just for the unjust, and
rose again from the dead. It follows, then,that
the dead are dead, and Temain so until the resur-
rection; when they will be made alive again, and
the righteous  gathered into thé: land promised
to the fathers; together with them; to go no more
out. ;
D." T see there is'a ‘wide difference.

E." And do you not see that that difference
depends wholly on whether man has an immortal
part or not ?

D: 1 think the Seriptures teach that he has,

E. If you mean their literal interpretation,
I should be glad if you would show me the text.

D Well, I.will give you a few.. Here is
one:  Then shall the dust return to dust, as it
was, and the spirit shall return to God who gave
it.” !

E. " Thé text affirms that the dust returns to
dust as it wwas—what was it when it was dust?
had it ‘an immortal spirit/?

D.: Qertainly not. }

Z.; How, then, can'it-have one after it re-
turn to dust? i .

D. Baut it is affirmed of the body only that it
(not the:spirit,) returns to dust: while it'is af*
firmed of the:spirit that it returns to God.

E. And what was the spirit before God gave
it ? 'was it'an immortal, conscious personality, or
moral faculty of a man?

D: ‘Why, it cotld not have been.

E.. Then the text does not answer your pur-
pose at ally for it proves: blank annihilation of
the conscious part of man.’ Fromthetextit ap-
peats thiat when a/ man dies, both. parts of him
becorie just what they were before he existed.—
That is all'that can be made out of it, unless it
canbe proved that human souls had a pre-exist-
ence, and that,you deny. .

D.. But I believe after man was made of dust,
God breathed into him an: immortal spirit.

E. Nomatter; Deacon, what you belicve; you
was going to shpw me a few texts, the literal in-
terpretation of which was to prove an immortal
part in man, Just name the texts—never mind
your belief.

D. Well, here is one % And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground,and breath-
ed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.”

E. Well, what does the text say God breath-
ed into him?

D. It was the breath of life.

E.. Then it was 7ot an immortal spirit, that
was breathed into him ? :

D._. But you see he was 2ot a living soul be-
fore that, but afterwards,

E. Tsee; according fo your own exposition,
the man did not become possessed of & living soul
at all, much lessan imniortal one; ‘but man Aim-
self became a living soul. . So the first living man
was the first living soul; and the first man, be-

fore he had life, was the first dead soul; there-
fore, this text'also has failed you.

(70 be Continued.)
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Consoling Thoughts
TFor the bereaved friends of Bro. E. Gates of Rochester,
New York.
BY G. DILLABAUGH.

Sleep, brother, sleep, within thy narrow bed!
Where pain no more shall reach thine aching head,
Tew were thy years, thy joyful hours were brief,
Nipp'd in their bloom, like the autumnal leaf.

Weé've laid théo down 'aniid thy kindred dust,
There sleep the Faithful, and repose the Just ¢
Soon to awake to Glory and to Life,

Untinged with shame,——unmarr’d by woe or strife !

Blest lot is thine; in ¢ secret chamber” hid,

Th’ o’erflowing scourge can strike thee not with dread ;
Thy life in God is hid with Christ secure,

Free from the perils we on earth endure.

Rest, then, in peace,—rest for a little while, -

Short is the night ’ere dawning day shall smile,
And thou shalt rise trinmphant o’ot the torib,

And dwell in Lire, where DEaTH shall ne'er come !

Rochester; N. Y,

In Memory of Henry Marsh,
Who died March 1855, aged 11 years.

0 pure in heart,
Young and unstained by warfare with the world,
Unwounded by the darts that error hurls
On those whom years have called to meet the strife,
The battle din, the dread turmil of 1ife,
How blest thou art!:
Though death’s cold kiss is on thy velyet cheek,
And naught to thee is all the love we speak—
Though flowers bud and spring her lambkins call,
And wild vines clamber o’er the garden wall—
~ Though loved ones ramble o’er the breezy lea,
And laugh and sing with bliss unshared by thee ;
Yet blest thou art,
Thou pure in heart!
For thou wast called ere thorns did tear thy feet,
Ere sin could blight thine innocence so sweet,—
Ere daring hopes of gain or base renown
Could crushing hold thy better nature down,

Thou hast gone from us as a bud may fade,

T’en while the spring hies in the greenwood shade,
While young birds chant their sweetest songs of May,
And daisies bloom along the meadow way ; !
Tre autumn comes to shrivel up the stalk,

And cast it withered on the garden walk—

While hoarse winds moan a requiem for the past,
And dead leaves rustle with the biting blast.

The pure in heart
Their God shall see ;
Blest as thou art,
We weep for thee!
A mother’s arms fold o’er a'stricken braast
Her crown hath lost the gem. Hope called the best ;
She looks with sadness down the far to-come,
The stars are vanished, and the music gone.
But trusting does her much tried Lieart arise,
And heavenward in faith she lifts her:eyes,
And meekly says, 0 God, how great Thou art!
How blest my child, for he was pure in heart!”

And if thy father, bowing o’ er thy bed,

And weeping prayers that neyer could he said,
Should look, ere murmuring, on his heart, where years
Have made a pathway rough with care and fears—
Look on his heart, so worn and wearied now,

Could tears fall burning on thy smooth, fair ‘brow

We, whose worn hearts more autumn times have ‘seen,
Whose souls arc clad in garments coarse and mean,
‘We may not go

With hearts as clean from out this world of woe.
Our souls will need as an angel-given balm,

join thee in the blissful psalm,
T By Eden river’s flow. ’ n.lm,,
Cousiy JeNNY.
Rochester, N. Y, :

g T bless a thousand times the happy day
when first a beam of heavenly light broke on my
soul, when the day-star from on high visited ' me,
and the celestial ‘light began to dawnl—Jfrs.
Rowe.

% INTERPRETATION OF OLD TESTA-
MENT PROPHECIES
QUOTED IN THE NEW.”

MESSIAH’S BIRTH PLACE.

Micah v. 2, referred to in Matt, . 6, and John
wit. 42.

In the former interpretation we omitted to no-
tice one circumstance in the text, so important
as to be better separated from the rest, and to
be made the connecting link between the first
and second divisions of our subject. The wick-
¢dness of the princes and priests and prophets,
described in the conclusion of the third chapter,
is summed up with this fearful aggravation of the
whole, “ Yet will they lean upon the Lord, and
say, Ts not the Lord among us? none evil can
come upon us " speaking as if they possessed an
inalienable right in God’s favor, an indefeasible

| elaim upon his bounty, and a hereditary exemp-

tion from his judgments. It is thus that man’s
self-complacency deceives itself with God’s un-
merited goodness. When he is pleased, for his

{own glory, and out of his own good pleasure, to

make choice of some person, or nation, in and
through whom, as the example, to make known
the universal and eternal forms of his goodness
and grace; straightway that nation, be it J ewish
or British, takes to itself the credit of the dis-
tinction, and diverts into the channel of its own
pride and confidence, all the favors which it hath
experienced. 'To prevent this evil, is one of the
great efforts of the doctrine of election; which,
while it ascribes the distinction, whatever it e,
to the free choice of Giod, and takes away all su-

percilious claim of merit from the person or ob-’

ject distinguished, doth by that very means pre-
serve the divine acting from being interpreted as
belonging to any peculiar circumstances, and
keepeth it an unfettered expression of the divine
mind, which any one of his creatures may calcu-
late upon as well as any other.

The Jews, like all’ other persons or nations,
following the bent of ‘the unrenewed man, took
the credit of their infinite distinotion all to theém-
selves; instéad of holding it up to all nations as
the forthshowing of the character of that God
who created and preserveth the world, that they
might worship him only, and his commandments
obee'}-v‘e. They were set up for the example of
tHo¥ univérsal and unchanléeaﬁle prineipleswhich

| regulate the mind of Giod towards his sinful crea-

tures : and the church is now a fuller example of
the same. But as the church now, with unblush-
ing forehead, dareth to say, “ God loves the elect
only,” and loudly pronounceth as heresy the true
form of the truth, * that his love to the church

1is the example of that loye'which he essentially
stowards every creature, irrespective of the crea-

ture altogether ? so were the Jews wont to af-
firm, “ Us he loves, and us only; and to us he
must be forever favorable, according to his own
covenant made with Abraham and the fathers.
When the overflowing scourge shall pass over, it
shall not come nearus. Isnot the Lord among
us? None evil can come upon us. We are
Abraham’s seed, and ‘were never in bondage to
any man. We have one Father, even God,” &e,,
&e. :
This condition of security being attained, and
distinetly pronounced, by any people, all respon-
sibility is at an end, all morality, and all religion;
and ‘nothing is left but to undeceive them by the
fearful catastrophe of fact- ~and the sufferings of

| twice ten hundred years have not availed, to dis-

abuse the Jewish people of the deep-seated er-
ror, that they have a right preseriptive, and a
sort of fee simple, in_the favor of God.. I per-
ceive the same obstinate prepossession, silently
working itself upon the churchés established in
these lands ; which, let them do what they like,
go on doing it, as if they could do no wrong;
and, having done the deed, point to it, as if God
must needs sanction it. ¢ Is not the Lord among
us? Whatis an individual’s judgment of truth,
compared with the judgment of the church "—
And even the Seriptures may not speak from the
same place and station as the Confession of Faith.
Woe to the churchman who gives in for an hour
to such a spirit, though supported by all that is
learned, dignified, and respectable in the land !

As the poor prephets, Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and others, stood for God’s eternal holiness and
unchangeable morality amidst the wrath of kings
and prophets and priests, and the tumults of the
people, so must single men in these times take
the doings of both church and state tightly to
task by the Word of God, their wickedness by
his love, their cruelty by his mercy, their errors
by his doctrines of truth. Yea, and no alle-
giance to a king, submission to a church, or en-
gagement to an office, can alienate or supercede
the primary and unalterable obligation of the
creature to the Creator, of the redeemed creature
to the redeeming Creator.

God's exaltation of a nation and a church doth
not diminish his right to their service of his sin-
gle will, nor.in aught change the bearing towards
them of the eternal obligations of his law of ho-
liness. - The more complete knowledge into which
by their experience of these things they have
been let, the taste and feeling of their goodness
which they haye proved, ought to bind them the
more closely around their hearts; and make the
church -and nation an example of much fruit-
bearing, as they are the example of much divine
hugbandry, but when, instead of this thejv{become
more reckless of all distinctions between good
and evil, more indifferent to all consequences of
obedience and disobedience, the time is come to
disabuse them, and to teach the world better,
and to assert his own essential holiness. Words
cannot express the deep conviction which I have
upon my mind, that my dear mother church; for
which I am willing at any time to die, is upon
the eve of consummating direful acts, under the
daring presumption that God is with her in all
things. . This is the reason why the evangelical
party therein rush headlong into questions of
which they confess themselves ignorant, and give
forth the full ery of heresy before they have even
looked into the terms of the question. It is be-
cause they have long said, “Is not the Lord
among us ?” One thinks so of another, and he

reflects the thought to another; and the rays all

concentrate in the one focus of the infallibility
of the evangelical body : and so with hideous
haste they work one another up into a phrenzy
of zeal, and, but for God's prevalent grace, will
do things to make men's ears to tingle, and to
draw down God’s anger against his own beloved
Zion: for, love it as he may for the fathers’ sakes,
he loveth his own holiness still more; and when
need is; he will lay its honor in the dust.

Tt is his strange work, indeed, to judge his own
house, but he will not flinch from doing it—
« Ziion shall be' ploughed as a field, and Jerusa-
lem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the

houseasthe high places of theforest.” Interpreta-

“Let God be true, and every man be a liar."—

_exaltation over the saints.

tion doth not permit the elucidation and enforce-
ment of things: that must be left to another of-
fice : it belongs to the preacher of righteousness,
whose bow interpretation filleth with the arrows
of truth: his it is to bend the bow, and set the
arrow on the string, and send it home to the vi-
tals of error and corruption. O, Lord, raise up
archers strong! for more frequent and more nu-
merous than the heads of the hydra aré the pro-
moters of error ariging in the church.

IT. “But in thelast days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and
it shall be exalted above the hills, and people
shall flow untoit. And many nations shall come,
and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Ja-
cob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths : for the law sball go forth
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa.
lem.” Micah iv. 1, 2. In opening the splenaid
prophecy of Mount Zion and Jerusalem’s future
glory, the first thing is to ascertain what is meant
by the expression, “ in the last days;” which oc-
curs not only in the Old Testament, but also in
the New: Dan. x. 14; Isa. ii. 2; Jer. xlviii. 47;
2 Tim. iil. 1; Jamesv..2; Heb. i 2. In all
these instances, except the last, it relates. to
things not yet arrived ; and in'the last, it is not
“in the last days,” but “in these last. days;”’
which takes it out from being an exception, and
make it another and a common form of speech
for the times just going by. . What would any
one understand by “ the last days,” in a book
which treats of times to come, but the conclusion
of those times which the book treateth of ? And
5o I am certain it ought in all parts of the Serip-
tures to be interpreted, as meaning the last days
of the prophetic period of trouble and trial; be-
fore the days of refreshing shall come, and the
times of the restitution of all things shall begin
to run their course; when God shall send forth
his Son, who before was preached unto us.

That this is the time referred to in the passage
before us, is manifest from two words spoken by
the Lord ; the one, concerning the overthrow of
Jerusalem, the other concerning the desolation
of the temple. Of the former, he says, (Luke xxi.
24:) “ And Jerusalem shall be, trodden under
foot till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”—
‘What those © times” a?ﬂ, is distinetly given' in
Rev. xi, 2, to be “forty-and-two months,” the
“ time, times, and half a time,” of the little horn’s
This period at least,
which we believe ran out in the year 1792, is in-
cluded in “the times of the Gentiles.” We know,
also, that the thirty days (or years,) additional,
‘making up the second number of Daniel, is also
run out; and there remain only the forty-and
five days, which, as they are the last of the pro-
phetio times, I understand to be more particu-
larly denoted by  the last days.” The next
passage is taken from the 23d chapter of Mat-
thew, where our Lord, lamenting over the down-
fall of Jerusalem, useth these words: “ Behold,
your house-is left unto you desolate; for I say
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, until
ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” Verses 38, 39. It is not
positively asserted here, that' the house is left
unto them desolate until they shall see him again
and bless him, whom heretofore they cursed ;

but it is strongly insinuated: that those events
are nearly connected hoth' in sequence and in

causation.




