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Just after hearing the report of the reluctunce of
the San Diego church to sanction the purchase of the Loma Linda
property,* there came a severe test of faith to those who had
ascumed the responsibility of cafrying Loma Linda until it
should be decided whd ultimately should be responsible for it.

The Conference Committee at the first meeting, in the
Los Anpeles church had inferred that they would assume the obli-
gation providing the delegates répnesenting all the churches
should authorize it. But before a final meeting oi’ all the
delegates could be c:lled to decide the matter, another $4,000
must be raised and paid in to the agent to couplete ihe rirst
payment or we should fail in carrying out our part of the con-
tract. In that case we would lose the $1,000 already paid in,
and the property might be placed beyond the possibility of our
possessione
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*Note: The brethren i{n the vieinity of San Diego had borne heav:
financial burdens in the securing and equipping of the Paradise
Valley Sanitarium. This was still being maintained and developec
without @onference support. The Conference had given its support

and influence to the Clendale institution, and it was patural

that the Lreturen in San Diego facing this siteation should fear

fhat if they voted for the Conference to undertake another large
sanitarium enterprise, they =2lso would be called upon to give

their financial support to it. Further, it i1s evident that the
gsecuring of this property would make it even more difficult to

secure the means they needed tc develop the work at Paradise |
Valley. These considerations, together with the fact that they
did no% have presented to them all the counsels that had:come
regarding the securing of Loma Linda, are doubtless the main
reasgona why the brethren assembled in San Diego felt that
they enuld not vote for the Conference to assume the respongi=-
bilily of purchasing loma Lindas
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The uncertainty as to whether the Conference would
later accept the respousibility, had weakened the confidence
of some with means who would otherwise have helped. However,
those who had assumed ithe responsibility of purchasing %he
property, decided to do their best to secure the necessary
money to meet the payment that was due.

They first asked Sister Belle Baker.-now sleeping, how
she felv reganiing the securing of Loma Linda,

"I do not see why any one should hesitate,"” she replied.
"It secems plain to me that we should have it."

They then asked, "Are you willing to risk a thousand
docllars in it?"

"Yes,™ she replied.

"Yfou my lcse it," she was reminded.

"Well,™ she sald, "I will risk 1to™ And she loaned a
thousand dollars for the payment,

They made the same suggestion to a Brother of
ample means, and he responded with $2,000.

They then conferred with Elder R.S.0wen, Ihb had made
the suggestion as to where they might find the thousand dollars
to secure the opitione. He was unable (o make any reobmaendution
as to who might help, but he sald, "Wkile I don't huve the
‘money, yet here is ay home, you mway pul & mortgege om 11 for
a thousand Gollarp to secure the moneye'

It was not necessary to put a morigage on the property,
as his word was good far the amounte And so on the very day

balance of the
it was due, they were enabled to meel thghfirst payment on the
properiy. This insured the holding of it until the delegaies

frem the churches should decide what responsibdility, if any,

the Conference should assume.
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Raising the,Secondigayment

The time was drawing near when a second $5,000 must
be paid on the purchase price of Loma lLinda. Elder Burden
and those associated with him in securing the property had
approached every one whoia they Knew in Southern California who
wmuldbiikely to help, hagfggitten many letters, bul had received
o returns. Some ol the bbnrerence Committee were beginning to
fedr that the Conference credit wculd be Jeopartized by this
new undertaking, and some urged that they try to get free froa
the financial responsibility by lcsing the $5,0C0 that had been
paild down, Io their disiraess, bhose secking the money thought
they mizht secure 4% in the Sacramento and the San Joaguin Valley
churches, as money had often been raised there for the 3%.
Helena Sanitarium. So the Committee survgested that $he California
Conference be asked to permit them to solicit means among the
church members in that district.

In harmony with this suggestion, they visited the Califor
nia Conference Committee and told them of their perplexities
and theirc nceds. They reminded those who were seeking means that
the Pacific Union Conference had advised the Southern California
brethren not to invest in more sanitariums?n%hat they had gone
contrary to thic counsels. Because of this, and because of their
own financial needs, they objeoted to-granting the privilege
of soliciting in the territory of the California Confercnce.
The solicitors returned home, still wondering where.the neceded
money would come from. |

As the day drew nearer, when the payuent was due, and
no money was in sight, deep anxiety was felt by those carrying

the financial responsibility of the Conference. Al last ihe

day arrived, and the forenoon faund the members of the Confer=- |
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-ence Committee in session in Los Angeles in deep perpleiity.

It seemed to some that we would be unable to meet vhe paynent,
and that the only way out of the difficulty, was to acknowledge
our irnability to the agent of the property, and if we could
not secure an extension of time, we must forfeit the contract,
and lose the five thousand dollars already paid 1in.
It was natural that some who had from the first felt
that 11 was unwise to accept the great responsibility, should
feel that these circumstances had justified their misgivings.
In the face of the h\imlliating necessity, as it seemed, of losing
the property, it was easy and natural to blame and censure
those who had pressed the matter through against what appeared
to be sound reaacn and judgment.
Nevertheless, sone remembered the clear words that
had come through the testimonies, and refused to concede that
there should be fallure. Yet we knew not how relief would comeo
It was suggested that the morning mail might bring relief,
Soon after this, the postman was heard coming up the stairs.
He opened the door and delivered the mail. Among the letters
was one bearing the postmark, Atlantic City, New J’eraeyef
The letter was opened and it was found to contain a
draft for $5,000. just the amount needed for ‘the payment.
Elder Burden had previously received a letter from
Mrs. White, dated July 10, 1905, in which she had said,
"I want you to keep mé posted about the money ceming
in with which to make the payments on the Loma Linda
property. I am writing tc different ones,asking them to
help us at this time, and I think that we shall obtain means
to make every paymento”™ == B=197=1905,
Among ome of those to whom Mrs. White had written, asgke

ing for money, was this sister at Atl&ntio,:l‘he Lord had ‘put

it into her heart to respond, and to mail the letter Jjust at
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the time when our faith had beer tested almost to the limit,
that it might be revived and strengthened.

Needless to say, the fcelings of those who had been
oritical were quickly chenged. Eyes filled with tears, and the
one who had been the most eritical was the first tc break the
silence. With trembling voice, he said, "It scems thatl the
Lord is in this metter.™ "Surely he is," was the reply, "and
He vill cerry it through to vietory." Thé influence that filled
the rcom that day hushed the spirit of criticism. It was &8
sclemn as the Judgment dayeo

Soor Elder Burden was at the bank window, and had paid in
the 25,000, As the receipt was taken from the counter, a voice
seemed to say to him, "See how nearly you missed that psymenty
How are you going to meet the nexi one, within & month?" In .
neart he answered, "It will surely come, even though we do
not now know the source," and the fith of those who were lead~
ing in the purchase of tkis preperty did nct waver when the
difficulties increased, as they woved forward. They thanked
God, and took new courage in btelieving that the Lord was going
before them. '

Making tre Thixd Paxgént

Opce mere we tried our best to secure money ino Scuthern
california to meet the next payment of $5,000 due & month late?,
but withou%mgﬁgtgggf A few days. hefore the smount was due, we
received = Jetter from a Brother Atkins, near Eugene, Oregon,
in wh*ch he said that he had just learned that we had purohased
another sanitarium in Sauthern California, and asked if we
npeded money. He said tha % he had just sold his prooerty, ‘and

as thinking of cnming south. We 1xmrd1ate1y wrote hin, sendina



~descriptions of the new sanitarium, and telling him of our need
In a few days a reply came from him, with a check.ror $4,500.

We had $400 of the money st1ll in hund that was loaned
%o us when we mede the first $1,000 payment, having used the
other $1,000 in meeting the $4,000 balance of the rirst $5,000
payment; but even with this we were still $10C short of shat
we needed. We visited an éldsrly Sister learned, who had scme
money, but hitherto had declined to put it into Loma Linda. Whe
we visited her once more, and told her how we had met the first
and second paymeats, and nceded just $100 to emable us to pay
the third, she smiled and handed us the needed amount.

We madle the third payment a short time before it was
dueo Then the people of whom we had purchased offered us a
discount of $100 if we could secure the next $5000 payment at
once, although it was not du€ for three months. They were
anxious to make a distribution among the stockholders, some
of vhom were feeling dissatisfied with the conditions of the
sale, and were making it unpleasant for the officers.

Camp-meeting Gifts

In August, the Southern California camp-meeting was
held at Boyle Heights, Los Angeles, and Mrs. White was in at-
tendance. On the 17th, a special meeting was called to consider
the sanitarium work in Southern California, A full account of
the light glven comcerning the securing of sanitarium proper=
ties was presented to the entire conference. The two sanitariums
at Paradise Valley and at Glendale were deseribed together with
the providences that had led to securing thems The Loma Linda
history was recounted, ani the people were glven an opportunity

to express their relation to these enterprisese
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one after another, people arose to express their ap=-
proval of what had been done and their readiness to assist. An
opportunity was given first for donations and pledges; second,
for loans to meet payments that would be due; and third, for
those who had property ihat they would put on the market for
sale, and consecrate the proceeds to the worke Within an hour,
cash and pledges had been given amouniving %o more vhan $2,0003
cash 1oa¥§r§rcmlsed amounting to about $18,000, and nearly
320,000 worth of property was consecrated for sale, most of
which 14 was exnested could be sold before the end of the year.

The next 4ay, the book "Ministry of Healing," was
presented tc the people, and over three hundred copies were
takXen, to te paid for soon.

The pecple rejoiced as on a day long ago, when it is
said that they "offered willingly."

The smount for the fourth payment was thus provided far
before the time it was dve. This completed half of the total
payment. The remaining $20,000 was not due for three yearse
And now, the owners discovered that they could not distribute
their funds until they had wound up their corporation, which
could not be done till the mortgage of the remaining $20,000
was disposed of. Therefore, they were led to offer a further
discount of $1,000 if the morbgage would be paid off at once.
A%t the time this offer wes mede, we were huniing for money to
get the new sanitsrium ready to receive patients. It seemed to
uyc the Lord wag meetinz our needs in providing unexpected
ways, and our faith led us to a venture promise that we would

get an offer of $20,000 at a certain fime, notwithstanding the
struscle we had in getting the first $20.000.
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While we were studying how it would be possible to see-
cure another $20,000, a lady came to the Sanitarium before we
were ready to receive patients. This was inconvenient, but
we tried to make her comfortable. As she was out on the grounds
the next day, we noticed that she seemed %o look lonesome, so
thought to cheer her up. As we remarked about the beauties of
the place, she said, "I was just thinking how happy I would be
to live in a place like this. I am all alone. My husband is
dead. It seems, I am so lonesome I almost wish I were dead."

So we suggested that she might make her home theree.
She asked how much 1% would cost. On stating the amount, she
said, "Why, I have that much in cash."™ We went to the office
and wrote out a life annuity. Though the amount was only a
portion of the $20,000, it came so unexpectedly that it gave us
courage to believ_e that the balance would come in due time,

4 few days later, while in Los Angeles, we were talking
with a former lady patient who had spent the winter at the
Glendale Sanitarium, but who was staying in Los Angeles and
taking treatments at the treatment rcoms in that city. When we
wentioned to her the offer of a discount of §1,000 if we could
pay the balamnce immediately, she said, "I have $15,000 I could
loan you for two or three years, if you need it."

Thus within less than six months, the entire $40,000
had been provided for by friends of the enterprise.

One of the strongest arguments of those who had at first
opposed the purchase of Loma Linda was the utter impossibility
of raising $40,000 to m et the payments. Yet this was effected,
in 8 small conference of only fourteen hundred believers; with
two 6ther sani tariums to provide for financially, and to man
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with suitable help, in which there was an academy, a vegetarian
cafeteria, and treatment rooms, all of which were carrying more
or less indebtednesso

ihe counsel of the Spirit of propheecy had been gone
Firmed. 4s we moved forward in faith, the Lord opened the way
before us, and the money came from unexpected sources, Nearly
all were at last convinced that truly God was carrying forward

the enterprisec



