
BOV TH5 PAYMENTS WERE MET

Just a fte r  bearing the report o f the reluctance of 

the San -Diego church to sanction the purchase of the Loma Linda 

property ,* there oarae a severe tes t of fa ith  to those viio had 

assumed the resp on s ib ility  o f carrying Loma Linda u n til i t  

should be decided who u ltim ately  should he responsible f o r  i t »  

The Conference Committee at the f i r s t  meeting, in  the 

Los Angeles church had in ferred  that they would assume the o b li

gation providing the delegates repoesenting a l l  the churches 

should authorize it® But before a f in a l meeting o f a l l  the 

delegates could be called to decide the matter, another $4,000 

must be raised and paid in  to the agent to complete the f i r s t  

payment or we should f a i l  in  carrying out our part of the con

tract o In that case we would lose the $15000 already paid in , 

and the property  might be plaoed beyond the p o s s ib ility  o f our 

possession**

*Kots; The brethren in  the v ic in ity  o f San Diego had borne heav;
fin a n c ia l burdens in the securing and equipping of the Paradise 
V a lley  Sanitarium* This was s t i l l  being maintained and developer 
without Conference support* The Conference had given Its  support 
and influence to  the Glendale in s titu tion , and i t  was natural 
that the brethren in Can Diego facing th is  s itu ation  should fea r 
that i f  they voted fo r  the Conference to undertake another large 
sanitarium enterprise, they a lso would be called upon to give 
th eir fin an c ia l support to i t *  Further, i t  is  evident that the 
securing o f  th is property would sake i t  even more d i f f ic u lt  to 
secure the means they needed to develop the work at Paradise 
V a lley* These considerations, together with the fa c t that they 
uid not have presented to them a l l  the counsels that had come 
regarding the scouring o f Loma Linda, are doubtless the m in  
reasons why the brethren assembled in  San Diego f e l t  that 
th ey  could not .vote fo r  the Conference to assume the responsi
b i l i t y  o r  purchasing Loma Linda*



The uncertainty as to  whether the Conference would

la te r  accept the resp on s ib ility , had weakened the confidence

of s aoie with rae&an who would otherwise have helped* Howeverf

those who had assumed the resp on s ib ility  o f  purchasing the

propertyj decided to do th e ir  best to  secure the necessary

money to meet the payment that was due*

They f i r s t  a3ked S is ter B elle  Baker, now sleeping, how

she f e l t  regarding the securing of Lo?aa Linda®

*I  do not 3ee vihy any one should h e s ita te ,” she replied®

" I t  seems plain to me that we should have ito "

They then asked, "Are you w ill in g  to r isk  a thousand

do lla rs  in i t ? ”

"Tes0” she rep l i e do

"You m y lose i t , "  she was reminded*

"fle llo *  a ho said, " I  w i l l  risk  i t  9* And she loaned a

thousand do lla rs  fo r the payment®

They made the same suggestion to a Brother of

ample means, and he responded with $£,0G0*

They then conferred with Elder Ho3«Owen, who had made

the suggestion as to where they might find the thousand d o lla rs

to secure the option* He was unable to make any reoom.ieuaation

as to who might help, but he s.-iid, "While I  don’ t have the

money, yet hero is zy horns? you may put a mortgage on i t  fo r

a thousand dciiara  to secure the ecney«w

I t  was not necessary to  put a mortgage on the p ioperty,

as his word was goui fo r  the amounts and so on the very day
balance o f the

i t  was due., they were enabled to meet th «u firs t payment on the 

property* This insured the holding o f i t  u n til the delegates 

from  the churches should decide what resp011sil>i l i t y 0 i f  any, 

the Conference should assume*
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Raising the Second payment y

The tin e  v̂ as drawing near when a second $5PQQ0 must

be paid on the purchase price of Loma Linda* Elder Burden

and those associated with him in securing the property had

approached every one whom they knevj in Southern G aliiorn la  who 
be also

would l ik e ly  to help, had written many le t t e r s ,  but had received
A

no returns* Some of the Conference Committee were beginning to 

fea r that the Conference c red it would be jeopardized by th is 

new undertaking, and some urged that they try  to get free  from 

the fin an c ia l respon s ib ility  by losing the $5,000 that had been 

paid down. In their d is tress , those seeking the money thought 

they might secure i t  in  the Sacramento and the San Joaquin V a lley* j .
churches, as money had often been raised there fo r  the St*

Helena Sanitarium* So the Committee suggested that the C a lifo rn ia

Conference be asked to permit them to s o l ic i t  means among the

church members in  that d is t r ic t *

In harmony with this suggestion, they v is ited  the C a lif  or

nia Conference Committee and told them o f  th e ir  p e rp lex !t ie 3

and th e ir  needs. They reminded those who were seeking means that

the P a c if ic  Union Conference had advised the Southern C a lifo rn ia
and

brethren not to invest in  more sanitariums3 that they had gone 

contrary to th is  counsel* Because of th is , and because o f th e ir  

own fin an c ia l needs, they objected to granting the p r iv ilege  

o f s o l ic it in g  in the te r r ito ry  of the C a lifo rn ia  Conference*

The s o lic ito r s  returned home, s t i l l  wondering where the needed

money would come from*

As the day drew nearer, when the payment was due, and 

no money was in  sight, deep anxiety was f e l t  by those carrying 

the financia l resp on s ib ility  of the Conference * At la s t the 

day arrived , and the forenoon found the members of the Confer-*
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ence Committee in session in  Los Angeles in  deep perplexity's

I t  seemed to some that v?e n^uld be unable to meet the payment,,

and that the only way out of the d i f f i c u l t y ,  war. to acknowledge

our in a b i l i t y  to  the ac;snt of the property, and i f  m2 could

not. secure an extension of time, re  must fo r fe i t  the contract0

and lose the f iv e  thousand dollars already paid in®

I t  was natural that some who had from the f i r s t  f e l t

that i t  was unwise to accept the great re sp o n s ib ility 9 should

fe e l  that these circumstances had ju s t if ie d  th e ir  misgivingso

In  the face of the humiliating necessity, as i t  seemed, o f losing;

the property, i t  was easy and natural to blame and censure

those who had pressed the matter through against what appeared

to  be sound reason and judgment*

Nevertheless, some remembered the clear words that

had come through the testimonies,, and refused to concede that

there should be fa i lu r e •» Yet we knew not how r e l ie f  would come*

I t  was suggested that the morning mail might bring r e l i e f 0

Soon a fte r  th is , the postman was heard coming up the sta irs*

He opened the door and delivered the mail* Among the le t te rs

was one bearing the postmark.*, A tlan tic  C ity 9 New Jersey*

The le t t e r  was opened and i t  was found to contain a

d ra ft fo r  $5;000« just the amount needed fo r  the payment0

Elder Burden had previously received a le t te r  from

Mr So White, dated July 10, 190b9 in  which she had sa id5

" I  want you to  keep me posted about tbe money earning 
in with which to make the payments on the Loma Linda 
property* I  am writing to d if fe re n t  ones,asking them to 
help us at th is time, and I think that we shall obtain means 
to  make every payment*" —  B-I97-1905*

Among one of those to whom Mrs. White had written, ask-*
Ci t^ •

ing fo r  money, was th is  s is te r  at A tla n tic  .The Lord had mt
f  V

i t  in to her heart to respond, and to mail the le t t e r  just at



tlie time when our fa ith  had been tested almost to  the l im it ,

that i t  might be revived  and strengthened®

fteedless to say, the fe e lin gs  of those who had been 

c r i t ic a l  were cnickly changed. Eyes f i l l e d  vlth  tears, and the 

one who had been the most c r i t ic a l  was the f i r s t  to break the 

s ilence. With trembling voice, he r.aid„ " I t  seems that the 

Lord is in  this n a tte r*" "Surely he i o 0" was the rep ly9 "and 

He w i l l  carry i t  through to v ic to ry^ " The influence that f i l le d  

the room that aay hushed the s p ir it  o f  criticism © I t  was as 

solemn as the Judgment day«

Soon Elder Burden was a t the bank window 0 and had paid in 

the $5.000o As the receip t was taken from the counter, a voioe 

seemed to say to Mm, "See how nearly you missed that payment^

How are you going to meet the next one, with I d ft month? 1& 

heart he answered, " I t  w i l l  surely cone, even though we do 

not now know the source," and the fa ith  c f  those who were lead

ing in  the purchase o f th is  property did net waver when the 

d i f f ic u l t ie s  increased, as they moved £ox*wardo They thanked 

God, and took new courage in b e liev in g  that the Lord was going

be fe re  them•

♦ Making t e Third Payment

Once mere we tr ied  our best to secure money in Southern 

Californ ia  to meet the next payment cf $5,000 due a month late^u 

but without success.. A few days . before the amount was due, we 

received a better from a Brother Atkins, near Eugene, Oregon, 

in which he said that he had just learned that we had purchased 

another sanitarium in  Southern Californ ia , and asked i f  we 

needed money« He said tha t be had just sold his property, and 

v?a3 thinking of coming south© tfe immediately wrote hxmD sending



descriptions o f the new sanitarim i* and te l l in g  him of our need 

In a few days a rep ly  came from him, with a check fo r  $4,500.

We had $400 of the money s t i l l  in  hand that was losned 

to us vfoen we made the f i r s t  $1,000 payment, having used the 

other $1,000 in meeting the $4,000 balance of the f i r s t  $5,000 

payment; but even with this we were s t i l l  $100 short of what 

we needed o We v is ited  an e ld e r ly  S ister Learned, who had seme 

money, but h itherto  had declined to put i t  into Loma Linda* Whe 

we v is ited  her once more, and told lier how we had met the f i r s t  

and second payments, and needed just $100 to enable us to pay 

the fchird, she smiled and handed us the needed amounto

We made the third payment a short time before i t  was 

dueo Then the people o f whom we had purchased offered  us a 

discount of $100 i f  we could secure the next $5000 payment a t 

onoe0 although i t  was not due for three months* They were 

anxious to make a d is tribu tion  among the stockholders0 some 

o f whom were fe e lin g  d is sa tis fied  with the conditions o f the 

sa le, and were making i t  unpleasant fo r  the o fficers^

Camp-meeting G ifts

In August, the Southern C a lifo rn ia  camp-meeting was 

held at Boyle Heights, Los Angeles, and Mrs® White was in at

tendance o On the 17th3 a special meeting was called  to  consider 

the sanitarium work in  Southern C a iifo rn ia Q A fu l l  aocount o f  

the l ig h t  given concerning the securing of sanitarium proper* 

t ie s  was presented to the entire conferenceo The two sanitarium* 

at Paradise Valley and at Glendale were described together w ith 

the providences that had led to securing them* The Loma Linda 

h istory was recounted, and the people were given an opportunity 

to express th e ir re la tion  to these enterprises®



- 7-

Osie a fte r  another, people arose to express th eir ap

proval c f wtet had been done and th e ir  readiness to a ss is t. An 

opportunity was given f i r s t  fo r  donations and pledges; second, 

fo r  loans to  meet payments that would be due; and th ird , fo r  

those who had property that they would put on the market fo r  

sa le , and consecrate the proceeds to the work. Within an hour,

cash and pledges had been given amounting to  more than $2,000| 
were

cash, loans promised amounting to  about $1& ,ODO0 and nearly 

$ 2 0  000 worth of property was consecrated fo r  sa le, most of 

which i t  T?as expected could be sold before the end of the year.

The next day, the book "M in istry of Healings" was 

presented to the people, and over three hundred copies were

taken, to  be paid for soon *

The people re jo iced  as on a day long ago9 when i t  is

said that they "o ffe red  w ill in g ly * "

The amount fo r  the fourth payment was thus provided far 

before the. time it.was due» This completed h a lf of the to ta l 

paymento The remaining $20P000 was not due for three years**

And now- the owners discovered that they could not d istribu te 

their funds u n til they had wound up th e ir  corporation, which 

could not be done t i l l  the mortgage of the remaining $20,000 

was disposed o f. Therefore, they were led to o f fe r  a further 

discount of #1,000 i f  the mortgage would be paid o f f  a t once.

At the time this o f fe r  was made  ̂ we were hunting fo r  money to 

set the new sanitarium ready to  receive patien ts. I t  seemed to 

ni the lord was meeting our needs in  providing unexpected 

ways, and cur fa ith  led us to a venture promise that we would 

get on e f fe r  of $200000 a t a certa in  time, notwithstanding the 

struggle we had in  getting  the f i r s t  ^B0 000«
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While we were studying how it would be possible to se

cure another $20,000, a lady came to the Sanitarium before we 

?*ere ready to  receive patients* This was Inconvenient, but 

we tr ied  to  make her ocmfortable* As she was out on the grounds 

the next day, we noticed that she seemed to look lonesome, so 

thought to cheer her upo As we remarked about the beauties of 

the place, she said, " I  was just thinking how happy I would be 

to  l iv e  in  a place like thiso I  am a l l  alone* My husband is  

deado I t  seems, I am so lonesome I almost wish I were dead*"

• So we suggested that she might make her home there*

She asked how much it would cost* On stating the amount0 she 

said, "Why, I  have that much in oash*" We went to the offioe  

and wrote out a l i f e  annultyQ Though the amount was only a 

portion o f  the $20*000, i t  oame so unexpectedly that i t  gave us 

coui*age to believe that the balance would come in due time0

A few days later, while in Los Angeles, we were talking 

with a former lady patient who had spent the winter at the 

Glendale Sanitarium, but who was staying in Los Angeles am? 

taking treatments at the treatment rooms in that cityo When we 

mentioned to  her the offer of a discount of $1,000 i f  we could 

pay the balance immediately, she said, *1 have $15,000 I  could 

loan you fo r  two or three years, i f  you need itow

Thus within less than six months, the entire $40,000 

had been provided for by friends of the enterpriseo

One o f the strongest arguments of those who had at f i r s t  

opposed the purchase of Loma Linda was the utter impossibility  

o f ra is ing  $40*000 to be et the payments. Yet this was effected* 

in  a small conference of only fourteen hundred believers, with 

two other sanitariums to provide for financially 0 and to



with su itable help* in which there was an academy, a vegetarian 

ca fe teria^  anti treatment rooms, a i l  o f which were carrying more

or less  iudebtednesso

The counsel o f the S p ir it  of prophecy had been con

firmed# as we moved forward in fa ith , the Lord opened the way 

before us, and the money came from unexpected sources# Nearly 

a l l  were at la s t  convinced that tru ly  God was carrying forward 

the enterprise^


