








Du? M i J  to  the dotored people.
T here lias been much perplexity as to how our 

laborers in tlie South shall deal with the ‘ ‘ color 
lin e.’’'’ It has been a question to some how far to 
'concede to the prevailing prejudice against the 
colored people. The Lord ha's given us light con- 
'cerning all such matters. There ate principles 
laid down in his word- that should guide us in 
dealing with these perplexing questions. The 
Lord Je'SuS came to our world to save men and 
women of all nationalities. He died just as much 
Tor the colored people as for the white race. Jesus 
came to shed light over the whole world. At the 
beginning of his ministry He declared his mis
sion : < ‘ The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, be
cause He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 
to the poor", He hath sent Me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.''

The Redeemer of the World was of humble par
entage. He, the majesty of heaven, the King of 
glory, humbled himself to accept humanity, and 
then He chose a life of poverty and toil. “ For 
our sakes He became poor, that we through his
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poverty might be rich.”  When one came say
ing, ‘ ‘ I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou 
goest,”  Jesus answered him, ‘ ‘ The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. ” 
He, the Majesty of heaven, depended 'upon the 
generosity of his followers.

Jesus did not seek the admiration or applause 
of the world. He commanded no army, He ruled 
no earthly kingdom. He passed by the wealthy 
and honored of the world. He did not associate 
with the leaders of the nation. He dwelt among 
the lowly of the earth. To all appearance He was 
merely a humble man, with few friends. Thus 
He sought to correct the world’s false standard o f 
judging the value of men. He showed that they 
are not to be estimated by their outward appear
ance. Their moral worth is not determined by 
their worldly possessions, their real estate or bank 
stock. It is the humble, contrite heart that God 
values. With Him there is no respect of persons. 
The attributes that He prizes most are purity and 
love, and these are possessed only by the Christ
ian.

Jesus did not choose his disciples from the 
learned lawyers, the rulers, the scribes and Phari
sees. He passed them by because they felt whole, 
as many feel in this age, and prided themselves



on their learning and position. They were fixed 
in their traditions and superstitions, ‘4 teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men.”  He who 
could read all hearts chose poor fishermen who 
were willing to be taught. He gave them no 
promise of large salary or worldly honor, but 
told them they should be partakers with Him in 
his sufferings. Jesus while in this world ate with 
publicans and sinners, and mingled with the 
common people, not to become low and earthly 
with them, but in order by precept and example 
to present to them right principles, to lift them 
up from their low habits and manners. In all 
this He set us an example, that we should follow 
in his steps.

Those who have a religious experience that 
opens their hearts to Jesus, will not cherish pride, 
but will feel that they are under obligation to 
God to be missionaries as was Jesus. They will 
seek to save that which is lost. They will not, 
in Pharisaical pride and haughtiness, withdraw 
themselves from any class of humanity, but will 
feel with the apostle Paul, “ l a m debtor both to 
the Greek and to the barbarians, both to the wise 
and to the unwise. ”

After my severe illness one year ago, many 
things which the Lord had presented to me seemed 
lost to my mind, but they have since be^i re*



peated. I know that that which I now speak will 
bring me into conflict. This I do not covet, for 
the conflict has seemed to be continuous of late 
years ; but I do not mean to live a coward, or die 
a coward, leading my work undone. I must fol
low in my Master’s footsteps. It has become 
fashionable to look down upon the poor, and upon 
the colored race in particular. But Jesus, the 
Master, was poor, and He sympathizes with the 
poor, the discarded, the oppressed, and declares 
that every insult shown to them is as if shown to 
himself. I am more and more surprised as I see 
those who claim to be children of God possessing 
so little of the sympathy and tenderness and love 
which actuated Christ. Would that every church, 
North and South, were imbued with the spirit of 
our Lord’s teaching.

While at St. Louis a year ago, as I knelt in 
prayer, these words were presented to me as if  
written v̂ith a pen of fire: “ All ye are breth
ren.’ ’ The Spirit of God rested upon me in a 
wonderful manner, and matters were opened to 
me in regard to the church at St. Louis and in 
other places. The spirit and words of some in 
regard to members of the church were an offense 
to God. They were closing the door of their 
hearts to Jesus. Among those in St. Louis who 
believe the truth there are colored people who are



true and faithful, precious in the sight of the 
God of heaven, and they should have just as 
much respect as any of God’s children. These 
who have spoken harshly to them, or have 
despised them, have despised the purchase of the 
blood of Christ, and they need the transforming 
grace of Christ in their own hearts, that they 
may have the pitying tenderness of Jesus toward 
those who love God with all the fervor of which 
they themselves are capable.

“ If ye call on the Father, who*without respect • 
of persons, judgeth according to every man’s 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in 
fear: forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ as a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: . . . seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently.”
4 ‘ Ye have put off the old man with his deeds: and 
have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of Him that created 
him : where there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir
cumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scyth
ian, bond nor free : but Christ is all and in all.



Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, lorigsuffering. ”

“ W ho,M says Paul, “ maketh thee to differ ?”  
The God of the white man is the God of the 
black man, and the Lord declares that his 
love for the least of his children exceeds that 
of a mother for her beloved child. Look at the 
mother: the sick child, the one afflicted, the one 
born a cripple, or with some other physical in- 
fimity,— liow the mother labors to give him 
every advantage! The best food, the softest p il
low, and the tenderest nursing are for him. The 
love bestowed upon him is strong and deep, —  a 
love such as is not given to beauty, talent, or any 
other natural gift. As soon as a mother sees rea
son for others to regard her child with aversion 
or contempt, does she not increase her tenderness 
as if to shield him from the world’s rude touch ? 
“ Can a mother forget her sucking child ? Yea, 
they may forget, yet I will not forget thee.” O, 
what impartial love the Lord Jesus gives to those 
who love him ! The Lord’s eye is upon all his 
creatures; He loves them all, and makes no dif
ference between white and black, except that He 
has a special, tender pity for those that are called 
to bear a greater burden than others. Those who 
love God and believe on Christ as their Redeemer,



while they must meet the trials and the difficul
ties that lie in their path, should yet with a 
cheerful spirit accept their life as it is, consider
ing that God above regards these things, and for 
all that the world neglects to bestow, He will him
self make up to them in the best of favors.

The parable of Dives, the rich man, and Laza
rus, the poor beggar who feared God, i£ presented 
before the world as a lesson to all, both rich and 
poor, as long as time shall last Dives is repre
sented as lifting up his eyes in hell, being in tor
ments, and seeing Abraham afar oft and Lazarus 
in his bosom, — “ he cried and said, Father Abra
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 
and likewise Lazarus evil things ; but now he is 
comforted, and thou are tormented. ’*

When the sinner is converted he receives the 
Holy Spirit, that makes him a child of God, and 
fits Him for the society of the redeemed and the 
angelic host He is made a joint heir with 
C hrist Whoever of the human family give them
selves to Christ, whoever hear the truth and obey 
it, become children of one family. The ignorant 
and the wise, the rich and the poor, the heathen



&

and the slave, white or black,— Jesus paid the 
purchase money for their souls. If they believe 
in Him, his cleansing-blood is applied to them.. 
The black man’s name is written in the book of 
life beside the white man’s. All are one in Christ.. 
Birth station, nationality, or color cannot elevate 
or degrade men. The character makes the man. 
If a red man, a Chinaman, or an African gives; 
his heart to God, in obedience and faith, Jesus 
loves him none the less for his color. He calls 
him his well beloved brother. The day is coming: 
when the kings and the lordly men of the earth, 
would be glad to- exchange places with the hum
blest African who has laid hold on the hope of 
the gospel. To all who are overcomers through 
the blood of the Lamb, the invitation will be 
given, “ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit: 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.”  Arranged on. the right and left 
of the throne of God are the long columns 
of the heavenly host, who touch the golden 
harps, and .songs of welcome and of praise to God 
and the Lamb ring through the heavenly courts.
‘ ‘ He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what: 
the Spirit saith unto the churches. To him that, 
evercometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God. ” 

Among what are called the higher classes; there



is a demand for a form of Christianity suited to 
their fine tastes ; but this class will not grow up 
to the full stature of men and women in Christ 
until they know God and Jesus Christ whom He 
has sent. The heavenly intelligences rejoice to do 
the will of God in preaching the gospel to the 
poor. In the announcement which the Savior 
made in the synagogue at Nazareth, He put .a, 
stern rebuke upon those who attach so much im
portance to color or caste, and refuse to be satis
fied with such a type of Christianity as Christ 
accepts. The same price was paid for the salva
tion of the colored man as for that of the white 
man, and the slights put upon the colored people 
by many who claim to be redeemed by the blood 
of the Lamb, and who therefore acknowledge 
themselves debtors to Christ, misrepresent Jesus, 
and reveal that selfishness, tradition, and preju
dice pollute the soul. They are not sanctified 
through the truth. Those who slight a brother 
because of his color are slighting Jesus.

I call upon ever church in our land to look well 
to your own souls. “ Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ? ’ * 
God makes no distinction between the North and 
the South. Whatever may be your prejudices,



your wonderful prudence, do not lose sight o f  
this fact, that unless you put on Christ, and his 
Spirit dwrells in you, you are slaves of sin and 
Satan. Many who claim to be children of God 
are children of the wicked one, and have his pas
sions, his prejudices, his evil spirit, his unlovely 
traits of character. But the soul that is indeed 
transformed will not despise any one whom Christ 
has purchased with his own blood.

Men may have both hereditary and cultivated 
prejudices, but when the love of Jesus fills the 
heart, and they become one with Christ, they will 
have the same spirit that He had. If a colored 
brother sits by their side, they will not be of
fended or despise him. They are journeying to the 
same heaven, and will be seated at the same table 
to eat bread in the kingdom of God. If Jesus is 
abiding in our hearts we cannot despise the col
ored man who has the same Saviour abiding in 
his heart. When these unchristian prejudices 
are broken down, more earnest effort will be put 
forth to do missionary work among the colored 
race.

When the Hebrew people were suffering cruel 
oppression under the hand of their task-masters, 
the Lord looked upon them, and He called Israel 
his son. He bade Moses go to Pharaoh with the 
message, “  Israel is my son, even my first born.



And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may 
serve me.” The Lord did not wait until his 
people went forth and stood in triumph on the 
shores of the Red Sea before he called Israel his 
son, but while they were under oppression, de
graded, down-trodden, suffering all that the power 
and the invention of the Egyptians could impose 
to make their lives bitter and to destroy them, 
then God undertakes their cause and declares to 
Pharaoh, “ Israel is my son, even my first J» rn ."

What thoughts and la d ings did the message 
wme&o. rn Pharaoh ?— “ This people, my slaves, 
those whom the lowest of my people despise,— the 
God of such a people I care not for, neither will 
I let Israel go.” But the word of God will not 
return unto Him void; it will accomplish the 
thing whereunto it is sent. The Lord speaks in 
no uncertain manner. He says, “ Let my son 
go, that he may serve me, and if thou refuse to 
let him go, behold I will slay thy son, even thy 
first born. ”

God cares no less for the souls of the African 
race that may be won to serve Him than He cared 
for Israel. He requires far more of his people 
than they have given Him in missionary work 
among the people of the South of all classes, and 
especially the colored race. Are we not under 
even greater obligation to labor for the colored



people than for those who have been more 
highly favored ? Who is it that held these peo
ple in servitude ? Who kept them in ignorance, 
atid pursued a course to debase and brutalize 
them, forcing them to disregard the law of mar
riage, breaking up the family relation, tearing 
wife from husband, and husband from wife ? If 
the race is degraded, if they are repulsive in 
habits and manners, who made them so ? Is there 
not much due to them from the white people ? 
After so great a wrong has been done them, 
should not an earnest effort be made to lift them 
up ? The truth must be carried to them. They 
have souls to save as well as we.

A t the General Conference of 1889, resolutions 
were presented with reference to the color line. 
Such action is not called for. Let no man take 
the place of God, but stand aside in awe, and let 
God work upon human hearts, both white and 
black, in his own way. He will adjust all these 
perplexing questions. We need not prescribe a 
definite plan of working. Leave an opportunity 
for God to do something. We should be careful 
not to strengthen prejudices that ought to have 
died just as soon as Christ redeemed the soul 
from the bondage of sin.

Sin rests upon us as a church because we have 
not made greater effort for the salvation of souls



among the colored people. It will always be a 
difficult matter to deal with the prejudices of the 
white people in the South and do missionary work 
for the colored race. But the way this matter has 
been treated by some is an offense to God. We 
need not expect that all will be accomplished in 
the South that God would do until in our mis
sionary efforts we place this question on the 
ground of principle, and let those who accept the 
truth be educated to be Bible Christians, working 
according to Christ’s order. You have no license 
from God to exclude the colored people from your 
places of worship. Treat them as Christ’s prop- 
erty, which they are, iust as much as yourselves. 
They should hold membership in the church with 
the white brethren. Every effort should be made 
to wipe out the terrible wrong which has been 
done them. A t the same time we must not carry 
things to extremes and run into fanaticism on 
this question. Some would think it right to 
throw down every partition wall and inter-marry 
with the colored people, but this is not the right 
thing to teach or to practice.

Let us do what we can to send to this class 
laborers who will work in Christ’s name, who 
will not fail nor be discouraged. We should edu
cate colored men to be missionaries among their 
own people. We should recognize talent where



it exists among that people, and those who have 
ability should be placed where they may receive 
ah education.

There are able colored ministers who have em
braced the truth. Some of these feel unwilling 
to devote themselves to work for their own race; 
they wish to preach to the white people. These 
men are making a great mistake. They should 
seek most earnestly to save their own race, and 
they will not by any means be excluded from the 
gatherings of the white people.

White men and women should be qualifying 
themselves to work among the colored people. 
There a large work to be done in educating this 
ignoront and downtrodden class. We must do 
more unselfish missionary work than we have 
done in the Southern States; not picking out 
merely the most favorable fields. God has chil
dren among the colored people all over our land. 
They need to be enlightened. There are unprom
ising ones, it is true, and you will find similar 
degradation among the white people ; but even 
among the lower classes there are souls who will 
embrace the truth. Some will not be steadfast. 
Feelings and habits that have been confirmed by 
lifelong practice will be hard to correct; it will 
not be easy to implant ideas of purity and holi
ness, refinement and elevation. But God regards



the capacity of every man, He marks the sur
roundings, and sees how these have formed the 
character, and he pities these souls.

Is it not time for us to live so fully in the light 
of God’s countenance that we who receive so 
many favors and blessings from Him, may know 
how to treat those less favored, not working from 
the world’s standpoint, but from the Bible stand
point ? Is it not right in this line that Christian 
effort is most needed ? Is it not here that our in
fluence should be brought to bear against the 
customs and practices of the world ? Should it 
not be the work of the white people to elevate the 
standard of character among the colored race, to 
teach them how Christians should live, by exem
plifying the Spirit of Christ, showing that we are 
one brotherhood ?

Those who have been favored with opportuni
ties of education and culture, who have had every 
advantage and religious influence, will be ex
pected of God to possess pure and holy charac
ters in accordance with the gifts bestowed. But 
have they rightly improved their advantages? 
We know they have not. Let these privileged 
ones make the most of their blessings, and real
ize that they are thus placed under greater obli
gations to labor for the good of others.

God will accept many more workers from the



humble walks of life if  they will fully consecrate 
themselves to his service. Men and women 
should he coming up to carry the truth into all 
the highways and byways of life. Not all can 
go through a long course of education, but if they 
are consecrated to God, and learn of Him, many 
can without this do much to bless others. Thou
sands would be accepted if they would give 
themselves to God. Not all who labor in this 
line should depend upon the Conferences for sup
port. Let those who can do so, give their time, 
and what ability they have ; let them be messen
gers of God’s grace, their hearts throbbing in 
unison with Christ’s great heart of love, their 
ears open to hear the Macedonian cry.

The whole church needs to be imbued with the 
missionary spirit; then there will be many to 
work unselfishly in various ways as they cam 
without being salaried. There is altogether too 
much dependence on machinery, on mechanical 
working. Machinery is good in its place, but do 
not allow it to become too complicated. I tell 
you that in many cases it has retarded the work  ̂
and kept out laborers who in their line could 
have accomplished far more than has been done 
by the minister who depends on sermonizing 
more than on ministry. Young men need to 
catch the missionary spirit, to be thoroughly im-



bued with the spirit of the message. 1 ‘ Put ye 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof. ’ ’ Work in 
any capacity, work where God leads you, in the 
line best suited to your talents, and best adapted to 
reach classes that have hitherto been sadly neg
lected, This kind of labor will develop intel
lectual and moral powerandradaptability to the 
work.

You must have the grace and love of God in 
order to succeed. The strength and spirituality 
of the people of God are manifest by the dis
tinctness of the line of demarkation which 
separates them from the world. The people of 
the world are characterized by love for earthly 
things; they act selfishly, regardless of the prin
ciples which Christ has set forth in his life. 
Christians will manifest the self-sacrificing spirit 
of Christ in their work, in connection with every 
branch of the cause. They will do this heartily, 
not by halves. They will not study their. own 
aggrandizement nor manifest respect of persons. 
They will not, cannot, live in luxury and self-in
dulgence, while there are suffering ones around 
them. They cannot by their practice sanction 
any phase of oppression or injustice to the least 
child of humanity. They are to be like Christ, 
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to relinquish all selfish delights, all unholy pas
sions, all that love of applause which is the food 
of the world. They will be willing to be humble 
and unknown, and to sacrifice even life itself for 
Christ’s sake. By a well ordered life and godly 
conversation they will condemn the folly, the im
penitence, the idolatry, the iniquitous pactices of 
the world.

The converting power of God must work a 
transformation of character in many who claim 
to believe the present truth, or they cannot fulfill 
the purpose of God. They are hearers, but not 
doers of the word. Pure, unworldly benevolence 
will be developed in all who make Christ their 
personal Saviour. There needs to be far less of 
self and more of Jesus. The church of Christ is 
ordained of God that its members shall be repre
sentatives of Christ’s character. He says, “ You 
have given yourselves to Me, and I give you to 
the world. I am the light of the world ; I pre
sent you to the world as my representatives. ”  As 
Christ in the fullest sense represents the Father, 
so we are to represent Christ. Let none of those 
who name the name of Christ be cowards in his 
cause. For Christ’s sake stand as if looking 
within the open portals of the city of God.

E. G. White.
Battle Creek, Mich., March 20, i8gi.



fy i Appeal foi1 th e  ^outher1!] Field.
Dear Brethren and Sisters in A merica : 

I would appeal to you in behalf of the Southern 
field. If we consulted our own ease and pleasure, 
we would not desire to enter this field ; but we 
are not to consult our own ease. “ Even Christ 
pleased not him self’'; but we are to consider the 
fact that that field is no more discouraging to 
those who would be laborers together with God, 
than was the field of the world as it presented 
itself before the Only begotten Son of God. 
When He came to earth to seek and to save that 
which was lost, He did not consult his own ease 
or pleasure. He left his high command, He laid 
aside his heavenly honor and glory, He laid off 
his glorious diadem and royal robe, and left the 
royal courts, in order that He might come to 
earth to save fallen man. Though He possessed 
eternal riches, yet for our sakes He became poor, 
that He might enrich the human race. By accept
ing the Son of God as their Redeemer, by exer
cising faith in Him, the sons and the daughters 
of Adam may become heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ. The apostle says : “ Ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He be



came poor, that ye through his poverty might be 
rich.” Christ was willing to come to a world 
that was all marred and seared with the curse,—  
the result of Adam rs trangression of the law of 
God. He was willing to undertake the case of 
fallen beings who had lost their original holiness, 
and who were in ignorance of the perfection of 
God’s character. He was willing to come to 
bring back to loyalty those who were not subject 
to God’s moral government. In the grand coun
sels of Heaven it was found that it was positively 
necessary that there should be a revelation of 
God to man in the person of his only begotten 
Son. He came to earth to be “ the true Light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. ”

The Southern field is beset with difficulties, 
and should I present the field to you as it has 
been presented to me, many of you would draw 
back, and say, “ No, I cannot enter such a field. ”  
But the condition of the colored race is no more 
disheartening than was the condition of the 
world when Christ left heaven to work for fallen 
man. He clothed his divinity with humanity, 
and came into the world, in order that his human
ity might touch humanity, and his divinity lay 
hold upon the throne of God in man’s behalf 
He came to seek the one lost sheep, to bring back



the wandering one from the wilderness of sin to 
the heavenly fold. He was treated with every 
indignity by those whom He came to save from 
eternal ruin, and the missionary to the Southern 
field will need to arm himself with the mind that 
was in Christ Jesus.

The record sa y s: “ He came unto his own, and 
his own received Him not. But as many as re
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.”

The Southern race has been neglected. Men 
have passed by on the other side, as the priest 
and the Levite passed by the wounded, robbed, 
bruised, and beaten one. But a certain Samari
tan, as he journeyed that way, not only saw him, 
but he had compassion on him, and went to him, 
and bound up his wounds, set him on his own 
beast, brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. How man}7 have left the colored race to 
perish by the wayside ? Since the slaves gained 
their freedom at terrible loss of life both to the 
North and to the South, they have been greatly 
neglected by those who professed to know God, 
and as a result thousands of them have failed to 
gain spiritual freedom. But shall this indiffer
ence continue? Shall not decided efforts be made 
to save them? Sin has degraded and corrupted



the human family, but Christ did not leave men 
to perish in their degradation. He who was one 
with the Father, came to our world to bridge the 
gu lf that sin had made, which separated man 
from God because of transgression. Christ, the 
brightness of his Father’s glory, beheld humanity 
in its wretchedness and sinfulness, beheld souls, 
tainted with corruption, depraved and deformed. 
He knew that the fallen race tended more to evil, 
than to good, and practiced the most hateful 
vices. The heavenly host looked upon the world 
as undeserving of the sympathy and love of God- 
Angels marveled that Christ should undertake to  
save man in his lost, and as it seemed to them,, 
hopeless condition. They marveled that God 
could tolerate a race so foul with sin as to be a. 
blot upon his creation. They could see no room 
for love, but Christ saw that souls must perish 
unless an arm strong to deliver was reached forth 
to save.

Satan is the destroyer, but Christ is the re
storer. From the first it was Satan’s purpose to  
cause men to transgress the law of God. H e 
misrepresented the character of the Father,, 
trampled upon his law, and cast contempt upon 
his precepts. He inspired men with his own 
spirit, and made them partakers of his own at
tributes, and caused them to transgress the law



of God. When he had accomplished his work 
of ruin, he pointed to the degraded, sin-polluted 
souls whom he had made subject to a thousand 
vices, and declared that they were too degraded, 
too wretched, to be redeemed by Heaven. He 
sought to present mankind in the most discour
aging aspect, so that reformation might seem 
hopeless. Though he could not prevail with his 
temptations in assailing Christ, or cause Him to 
fail or be discouraged, yet he often succeeds too 
well with those who should be laborers together 
with God. But his plans to cause the work to 
cease are not wholly successful. Through the 
grace of God those whom the enemy has oppressed 
for generations, rise up to the dignity of God- 
given manhood and womanhood, and present 
themselves as sons and daughters of the Most 
High. This result is generally brought about 
through well-directed, persevering missionary 
labor.

W hy should not Seventh-day Adventists be
come true laborers together with God in seeking 
to save the souls of the colored race? Instead of 
a few, why should not many go forth to labor in 
this long-negleted field ? Where are the families 
who will become missionaries, and who will en
gage in labor in this field ? Where are the men 
who have means and experience so that they can



go forth to these people, and work for them just 
where they are ? There are men who can educate 
them in agricultural lines, who can teach the 
colored people to sow seed and plant orchards. 
There are others who can teach them to read, and 
can give them an object-lesson from their own 
life and example. Show them what you yourself 
can do to gain a livelihood, and it will be an edu
cation to them. Are we not called upon to do 
this very work ? Are there not many who need 
to learn to love God supremely and their fellow’ 
men as themselves ? In the Southern field are 
many thousands of people who have souls to save 
or to lose. Are there not many among those who 
claim to believe the truth who will go forth into 
this field to do the wurk for which Christ gave up 
his ease, his riches, ajid his life ?

Christ gave up all in order that He might bring 
salvation to every people, nation, and tongue. He 
bridged the gulf that sin had made, in order that 
through his merits man might be reconciled to 
God. Why is there not an army of workers en
listed under the blood-stained banner of Prince 
Immanuel, ready to go forth to enlighten those 
who are ignorant and depraved? Why do we 
not go forth to bring souls out of darkness into 
light ? Why do we not teach the perishing to 
believe in Christ as their personal Saviour, and



aid them to see Christ by faith, and wash in the 
fountain that has been opened to cleanse away the 
sins of the world ? We should teach those who 
are filthy how to cast away their old, sin-stained 
garments of character, and how to put on Christ’s 
righteousness. We should plant in their dark
ened minds the elevating, ennobling thoughts of 
heavenly things. By faith, byChristlike sympa
thy and example, wTe should lead the polluted 
into pure and holy lives. We should live such a 
life before them that they will discern the differ
ence between error and vice, and purity, right
eousness, and holiness. We should make straight 
paths for our feet, lest the lame be turned out of 
the way.

Many who claim to be Christians have accom
plished little in the world because they have not 
kept their eyes upon Jesus, and have permitted 
iniquity to overcome them. Many who have 
gone forth as missionaries have fallen into sin, 
and Satan has exulted because men who claimed 
to be workers together with God were not daily 
converted, and were not, by looking unto Jesus, 
transformed in character. They did not make 
God their strength, and so made crooked paths 
for their feet. They could not bring the poor, 
ignorant souls who were debased by sin into a 
new life, even into the life of God, because their



own life was not hid with Christ in God. As 
workers together with God, we must yoke up 
with Jesus Christ, and put on Christ. When we 
are planted in Him, we shall grow in likeness to 
Christ’s character. We are to be living epistles, 
and men are to read in our lives what it means to 
be a Christian. We are to represent Christ in 
character, and self is to be hidden with Christ in 
God. When this is our experience, we shall find 
that the angels of God will co-operate with us. 
Feeling our depenence upon God, we shall realize 
the force of Christ’s words when he .said, “ W ith
out Me ye can do nothing. ’ ’ We shall then know 
how to have sympathy for the neglected, the op
pressed, the despised, and yet at the same time 
have no sympathy with degradation, but in the 
midst of sin press closer and closer to the side of 
Jesus. We shall be grieved and shocked at the 
sins which are committed, while we wear the 
yoke with Christ, and are preparing to be temples 
for the indwelling of the Holy Ghost.

Men who have faith, and hope, and love are 
partakers of the divine nature, and have over
come the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. Such men are successful workers ; for they 
build upon the sure foundation, gold, silver, and 
precious stones. They build with goodly material 
which is most valuable. They do not build with



that which is perishable, with that which is com
pared to wood, hay, and stubble, which wTiIl be 
burned up in the fires of the last days. Their 
work results in redeeming- souls that shall stand 
before the throne of God.

Christ said to his disciples: “ They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. . . . I am not come to call the righteous* 
but sinners to repentance ”  Those who realize 
their guilt, feel their need of the Saviour. Why,. 
0 why, has not more been done to diffuse ligh t 
into the darkened minds of the colored race > 
Christ died for the colored peaple as verily as He 
died for the white people Through faith in 
Christ the colored people may attain unto eternal 
life as verily as may the white people. Those 
whom the Lord sees neglected by us have been 
intrusted with reasoning powers, and yet they 
have been treated as though they had no souls. 
They have been wounded by a so-called Christian 
nation. They have been left by thew’ayside, and 
decided efforts will have to be made to counteract 
the wrong that has been done them. But though 
they have been despised and neglected of men, 
God has given special help and enlightenment to 
many who were in slavery. He has illuminated 
their darkness when they were in the most un
favorable circumstances, and they have revealed



to the world the elements of the greatness in 
Christian character. Many of the black race 
have been rich in faith and trust in God. They 
have manifested divine compassion for those 
whom they could help. They have known what 
it was to hunger for sympathy and help ; for they 
were but neglected by those who saw their 
wretchedness and could have helped them, but 
who passed by on the other side, as the priest and 
the Levite passed by the bruised and wounded 
one. There are souls among the colored race 
that can be reached, and the very kind of labor 
which their circumstances require should be put 
forth, that they may be saved. When these souls 
are converted to the truth, they will become par
takers of the divine nature, and will go forth to 
rescue their fellow-men, to lead those wiio are in 
darkness into light. They can be helped in their 
low estate, and in their turn can contribute to 
the good of others.

But there are many among the colored people 
whose intellect has been too long darkened to be 
speedily fitted for fruitfulness in good works. 
Many are held in bondage to depraved appetite. 
Many are slaves to debasing passions, and their 
character is of such an order as will not enable 
them to be a blessing. Sin and depravity have 
locked up their senses. They need help as much



as the veriest heathen, and unless they have the 
right kind of help they will be lost. But they 
may be taught to know God and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent. The bright beams of the Sun 
of Righteousness may shine into the darkened 
chambers of their mind. They need to catch a 
glimpse of God. It is their privilege to have 
eternal life, to be in union with God, and it is 
the privilege of those who know the truth to 
repeat the story again and again of God’s won
derful love to man as manifested on Calvary’s 
cross. The chain that is let down from the 
throne of God is long enough to reach into the 
lowest depths of sin. Hold up a sin-pardoning 
Saviour before the lost and lowly, for Jesus has 
made a divine interposition in their behalf. He 
is able to reach to the lowest depths and lift them 
up from the pit of sin, that they maybe acknowl
edged as children of God, heirs with Christ to an 
immortal inheritence. They may have the life 
that measures with the life of God.

E. G. W hite.
From Review and Herald, Nov. 26, 1895.



fy i Appeal lop the 0outh, No, 2,
G od estimates man, not by the circumstances 

of his birth, not by his position or wealth, not by 
his advantages in educational lines, but by the 
price paid for his redemption. Man is of value 
with God in proportion as he permits the divine 
image to be retraced upon his soul. However 
mishappen has been his character, although he 
may have been counted as an outcast among men, 
the man who permits the grace of Christ to enter 
his soul will be reformed in character, and will 
be raised up from his condition of guilt, degrada
tion, and wretchedness. God has made every 
provision, in order that the lost one may become 
his child. The frailest human being may be ele
vated, ennobled, refined, and sanctified by the 
grace of God. This is the reason God values 
men ; and those who are workers together with 
God, who are filled with divine compassion, will 
see and estimate men in the same way that God 
sees and estimates them. Whatever may be the 
nationality or color, whatever may be the social 
condition, the missionary for God will look upon 
all men as the purchase of the blood of Christ, 
and will understand that there is no caste with 
God. No one is to be looked upon with indiffer



ence, or to be regarded as unimportant; for ever}' 
soul has been purchased with an infinite price. 
Therefore, in the name of Jesus Christ of Naza
reth, let not the colored race be longer neglected 
by those who claim to believe in Christ as the 
Saviour of men. Let not one who claims to have 
heard the gracious words, ‘ ‘ Thy sins be forgiven 
thee, ” hold himself aloof from those whose lives 
have been dark and shadowed.

Was it God’s purpose that the colored people 
should have so much guilt and woe in their 
lives ?— No. Men who have had greater advant
ages than they have had, have taught them im
morality, both by precept and example. Debasing 
practices have been forced upon them, and they 
have received low conceptions of life, and 
even their conceptions of the Christian life 
are of a depraved order. But the people who 
have been more favorably situated, who have had 
light and liberty, who have had an opportunity 
to know God, and Jesus Christ whom He has 
sent, are responsible for the moral darkness that 
enshrouds their colored brethren.

Can they who have been so highly priviledged 
afford to stand in their pride and importance, and 
feel that they are altogether too good to associate 
with this depraved race ? Let those who profess 
to be Christians look to the example of Christ.



He stooped to take human nature, in order that 
He might be able to reach man where he was, 
The Majesty of heaven came to seek and to save 
that which was lo st; and shall those for whom 
Christ has done so much, stand aloof from their 
fellow-men who are now perishing in their sins ?

The Lord invites his people to become workers 
together with Him in rebuilding and reshaping 
character according to the true standard of moral 
rectitude. Through faith in Christ we are to be 
recreated in his image. Jesus says, Behold I 
create a new thing in the earth. Apostate man 
is to be recovered ; fallen humanity is to be ele
vated ; sin is to be pardoned ; and sinners are to 
be saved, that God may be eternally glorified. 
The treasures of wisdom which have been hidden 
for ages are to be brought forth for the enriching of 
the lost. O what treasures of wisdom are to be 
opened up for the view of the world I Every 
divine resource is placed at the disposal of man, in 
order that he may become a co-laborer with God. 
Nothing has been withheld. When God gave his 
only begotten Son to our world, He gave all the 
treasures of heaven. What power, what glory, 
has been revealed in Christ Jesus! The greatest 
display of majesty and power is given to the 
world through the only begotten Son of God, 
With this power at our command, I would ask



in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth why it is 
that God’s people do not awake to their duty ? 
Why is it that every individual does not become 
an example in doing the work that the time 
demands in first giving himself and then his 
talents o f means and ability for the enlightenment 
and salvation of a people who are in the dense 
darkness o f pitiful and most deplorable ignor
ance? Are there not men, women, and youth 
who will go forth to establish schools, and thus 
become teachers to instruct the colored people so 
that they may be enabled to read the Word of 
God ? We must teach them to read God’s Word, 
or they will become the ready dupes of false 
shepherds that misinterpret the Scriptures, and 
that manufacture doctrines and teach traditions 
which will lead them into the paths of perdition. 
There are preachers and teachers among the 
colored people who are addicted to licentious 
habits; and how can they understand the binding 
claims of the law of God, when the standard o f 
righteousness is not revealed and exalted before 
their eyes by the precept and example of their 
teachers? We must go among them, and show 
them how to honor and obey God’s law, in order 
that they may be prepared to have a part in the 
new earth.



Are there not those who can go from house to 
house, from family to family, and who can repeat 
the A B C of true Christian experience? Let 
Christ be your text. In all your labor let it be 
apparent that you know Jesus. Present his 
purity and saving grace, that by beholding, these 
people may become changed into the divine 
image. Among most of the colored people we 
find unseemly practices in their worship of God. 
They become much excited, and put forth phys
ical exertions that are uncalled for in the solemn 
worship of God. Their superstitious ideas and 
uncomely practices cannot at once be dispelled. 
We must not combat their ideas and treat them 
with contempt. But let the worker give them an 
example of what constitutes true heart-service in 
religious worship. Let not the colored people be 
excluded from the religious assemblies of the 
white people. They have no chance to exchange 
their superstitious exercises for a worship that is 
more sacred and elevating if they are shut but 
from association with intelligent white people 
who should give them an example of what they 
should be and do. Let the white people practice 
the self-denial necessary, and let them remember 
that nothing is to be regarded as unimportant 
which affects the religious life of so vast a num
ber of people as that which composes the colored
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race. They conduct their worship according to 
the instruction they have received, and they think 
that a religion which has no excitement, no 
noise, no bodily exercises, is not worth the name 
of religion. These ignorant worshipers need 
instruction and guidance. They can be wTon by 
kindness, and can be confirmed in well-doing. 
Both old and young will need to be instructed as 
one would instruct a family of children.

Let the worker give them an example by asso
ciating with them, and by revealing the virtues 
of Christ Jesus. They need to be brought in 
contact with cultivated minds, to come into 
association with those whose hearts are softened 
and subdued by the Holy Spirit. They are 
imitative, and will catch up pure sentiments, and 
be influenced by elevated aspirations. A new 
taste will thus be created, and elevated desires 
will spring up for things that are of good report, 
pure, honest, and lovely. But if the colored 
people are left in their present condition, and do 
not have presented before them a higher standard 
of Christianity than they now have, their ideas 
wrill become more and more confused, and their 
religious worship more and more demoralized. 
They have been strangely neglected. Poverty and 
want are common among them, and very little has 
been done to relieve their distress. We cannot be
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surprised that such neglect should result in 
hardness of heart and in the practice of vice, but 
God cares for this neglected class. The colored 
people have souls to save, and we must enter into 
the work, and become co-laborers with Jesus 
Christ. We cannot leave them as we have left 
them in the past. We cannot be justified in 
expending money so lavishly in providing con
veniences for ourselves, and in furnishing facili
ties for those who have been more fortunate, and 
are already abundantly supplied with every facili
ty, and do nothing for those who know not God 
and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. We must 
not abandon millions of the colored race to their 
degradation, and because they are degraded, pass 
them by on the other side.

Let us bear in mind the words that Christ 
spoke to the people who were honored above 
others in being privileged to have the Lord Jesus 
Christ to labor among them, and yet who did not 
appreciate this privilege, and did not diffuse the 
light of Heaven to others. He said: “ Woe 
unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
for if the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for
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you. And thou, Capernaum, which are exalted 
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to h e ll; for 
if  the mighty works, which have been done in 
thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto you, 
That it shall be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.”  

But while Christ pronounced a woe upon those 
who did not repent at his preaching, He had a 
word of encouragement for the lowly : “ At that 
time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 
Many of the colored people are among the lowly 
who will receive the Word of God, and shall not 
this long-neglected work of enlightening the 
colored people be entered into perseveringly, and 
be carried forward all the more diligently because 
it has been so long negleoted ? We must do a 
work for the colored race that has not yet been 
done. “ God so loved the world, that He gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him might not perish, but have everlasting 
life. ” The Son of God, the Creator of the world, 
sacrificed his own life, in order that He might 
become the Redeemer of fallen humanity. He

ii
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made ati infinite sacrifice, that He might become 
man’s surety and substitute, and shall we remain 
indifferent to a down-trodden, abused race ?

God cares for the colored people, and if we 
would co-operate with Him for the salvation o f 
their souls, we must care for them, too, and 
become laborers together with Him. We need to 
repent before God, because we have neglected 
missionary work in the most abandoned part o f 
God’s moral vineyard. There needs to be a 
stirring up among the members of our churches. 
There needs to be concern created for our colored 
brethren at the great heart of the work. We 
should rouse up to the interest that true Christians 
Ought to feel for those who are depressed and 
morally degraded. The fact that their skin is 
dark does not prove that they are sinners above 
the white race. Much of their depravity is the 
fruit of the neglect of the white people. They 
have not felt the sympathy that they ought to 
have felt for the abandoned and wretched. Those 
who profess to love Christ should have worked 
for their colored brethren until hope would have 
sprung up in their hearts. Many are completely 
discouraged, and they have become stolid because 
they have been neglected, despised, and forsaken. 
The poor and unfortunate are numbered by thou
sands, and yet we have looked on indifferently,
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and seen their sorrow, and have passed by on the 
other side. Their degraded condition is our 
condemnation. The Christian world are guilty 
because they have failed to help the very ones 
who most need help. Christ says, " I  am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent
ance. * ’

Should we not work the Southern field ? We 
have had every advantage in temporal and spirit
ual things, and shall we do nothing for our col
ored brethren ? We cannot abandon the colored 
race and be accounted as guiltless. Christ speaks 
of his own mission in these words : “ The Spirit
of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed 
Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverence to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” Are we not to follow the example of 
Christ ? Are we not, as his human agents, to 
carry forward the work He came to do ? Christ 
said, “  They that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick.”  We cannot leave souls 
for whom Christ died to be the prey of Satan’s 
temptations. We cannot abandon this great 
flock to their ignorance, want, suffering, and 
corruption. This would not be doing the will of
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God. We cannot heap advantages upon our
selves and upon those who are not in need, and 
pass by those who are in utter want, and be 
approved of God, This neglect is charged against 
those who have had great light, who have had 
marvellous opportunities, and who yet leave so 
large a portion of God's moral vineyard un- 
worked. For years Satan has been sowing his 
tares among the colored people, and the field 
cannot be worked as easily now as it could have 
been worked years ago. But there should be no 
delay now, Reproach is brought upon Jesus 
Christ when those tvho profess to be carrying the 
last message of mercy to the world pass this 
field by, Christ did not pass by the needy and 
suffering, Me united works of mercy with the 
message of salvation He came to bear to men, 
He engaged in a constant, untiring ministry, and 
worked for the perishing and sorrowful. He 
prefaced his message of love by deeds of ministry 
and beneficence, leaving us an example that we 
should follow in his steps.

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review and Herald, Dec. j,  1895.
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An appeal foi* the 0outh, No. 3.
The world’s Redeemer clearly defines what 

our duty is. To the lawyer who asked Him how 
he should obtain eternal life, He said ; ‘ ‘ What
is written in the law ? how feadest thou ? And 
he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, 
and thy neighbor as thyself. And He said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right; this do, and 
thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify him
self, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor ? fr 
Then Jesus related the parable of the good Sa
maritan, and clearly showed that he is our 
neighbor who most needs our charity and help. 
We are to practice the commandments of God, 
and stand true to the relation which God has 
designed shall exist between man and his fellow- 
man. It was never God’s purpose that society 
should be separated into classes, that there should 
be an alienation between the rich and the poor, 
the high and the low, the learned and the un
learned. But the practice of separating society 
into distinct circles is becoming more and more 
decided. God designed that those to whom He 
intrusted talents of means, ability, and gifts of



grace, should be good stewards of his beneficence, 
and not seek to reap all the advantages for them- 
selves* God does not estimate man by the 
amount of wealth, talent, or education that he 
may have. He values man in proportion as he 
becomes a good steward of his mercy and love.

Those who center everything upon themselves 
misinterpret the character of God. The Lord 
designed that the gifts He bestows upon men 
should be used to minister to the unfortunate and 
the suffering ones among humanity.

We are in God’s world, and are handling his 
goods, and we shall be called upon to render a 
strict account of the use that we have made of 
his intrusted riches. If we have hoarded God’s 
gifts for our own advantage, if we have indulged 
in luxury, if we have heaped up treasure for 
ourselves, and have been indifferent to the wants 
of those who are suffering around us, we shall 
be charged as guilty of embezzling God’s goods. 
The cries of suffering humanity go up to God, 
and He hears their complaints of hunger, of ig
norance, and of darkness. He will surely judge 
those who neglect his purchased possession, who 
leave the suffering to perish when it is in their 
power to relieve them. He will hold us account
able for the guilt of those who are left to be the 
sport of Satan’s temptations, and who in their
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ignorance find blindness charge God with deal
ing partially with the human race. It is because 
the rich neglect to do the work for the poor that 
God designed they should do, that they grow 
more proud, more self-sufficient, more self-indul
gent and hard-hearted. They separate the poor 
from them simply because they are poor, and 
thus give them occasion to become envious and 
jealous. Many become bitter, and are imbued 
with hatred toward those who have everything 
when they have nothing.

God weighs actions, and everyone who has 
been unfaithful in his stewardship, who has 
failed to remedy evils which it was in his power 
to remedy, will be of no esteem in the courts of 
Heaven. Those who are indifferent to the wants 
of the needy will be counted unfaithful stewards, 
and will be registered as enemies of God and 
man. Those who misappropriate the means that 
God has intrusted to them to help the very ones 
who need their help, prove that they have no 
connection with Christ, because they fail to 
manifest the tenderness of Christ toward those 
who are less fortunate than themselves. As 
Christians, we are to manifest to the world the 
character of Christ in all the affairs of life. To 
be a Christian means to act in Christ’s stead, to 
represent Christ. We are not to seek to get rid
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of the responsibilities that connect us with our 
fellow-men. God has not placed us in the world 
simply to please and honor and glorify ourselves. 
The character of our Christianity is tested by the 
dependent ones who are around us, who are 
ignorant and helpless. It is not proper to pile 
building upon building in localities where there 
are abundant facilities, and neglect fields that 
are nigh and afar off, where there is need of 
starting missionary enterprises. Instead of 
closing our eyes and senses to the wants of those 
who have nothing, instead of adding more and 
more facilities to those that are already abundant, 
let us seek to see what we can do to relieve the 
distresses of the poor, bruised souls of the colored 
people. Those who are heaping advantages upon 
advantages where there are already more than 
ample facilities, are not doing a work that will 
strengthen men in spirituality, and for neglecting 
destitute fields they are weighed in the balances 
o f the sanctuary, and are found wanting. The 
Lord has given abundant light upon the subject 
of diffusing the knowledge of the truth, and no 
one is justified in following a selfish course. 
Those to whom God has intrusted much, who 
command the largest resources in doing a good 
work in behalf of the needy, and who yet have 
failed to do it, have withdrawn themselves from



their own flesh, and have neglected their ministry 
to God’s purchased possession, in order to gratify 
their own inclination. How does God look upon 
those who have left the poor to their poverty, the 
ignorant to their darkness and ignorance ? How 
does he regard those who are willing to let the 
lost remain the slaves of circumstances which 
could have been changed in such a way as to 
bring relief to the distressed? God calls upon 
men to become Bible Christians, to represent the 
example given them by Christ. Who can tell 
what will be the result of a self-denying, cross
bearing life ? Eternity will reveal the result of 
following Jesus, and all will be amazed at the 
fruit that will be made manifest.

We need men who will become leaders in home 
and foreign missionary enterprises. We need 
men whose sympathies are not congealed, but 
whose hearts go out to the perishing that are 
nigh and afar off. The ice that binds about 
souls that are frozen up with selfishness, needs 
to be melted away, so that every brother shall 
realize that he is his brother’s keeper. Then 
every one will go forth to help his neighbor to 
see the truth, and to perve God in an acceptable 
service. Then those who profess the name of 
Christ will aid others in the formation of a 
Christlike character. If every one would work
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in Christ’s lines, much would be done to change 
the condition that now exists among the poor and 
distressed. Pure religion and undefiled would 
gleam forth as a bright and shining light. God’s 
love in the heart would melt away the barriers of 
race and caste, and would remove the obstacles 
with which men have barred others away from 
the truth as it is in Jesus. True religion will 
induce its advocates to go forth into the high
ways and byways of life. It will lead them to 
help the suffering, and enable them to be faith
ful shepherds going forth into the wilderness to 
seek and to save the lost, to lead back the perish- 
ishing sheep and lambs.

The most unfortunate may bear the image of 
God, and they are of value to God. Those who 
have true religion will realize that it is their 
supreme duty to reveal Christ to men, to make 
manifest the fact that they have learned in the 
school of Christ. O that we might individually 
realize that we are simply stewards in trust of 
God’s means, and that we are to use the gifts 
God has given us, as Christ used his eternal 
riches, in seeking and saving that which is lost. 
We are only trustees, only stewards, and by and 
by we must give a reckoning to the Master. He 
will inquire how we have used his goods, and 
whether or not we have ministered to his family

-4&



in the world. If we have enjoyed the comforts 
and blessings of life,* and have had no care for 
those who were less fortunate, and have failed to 
relieve those who were needy and suffering, for 
whom Christ has given his life, we shall not hear 
the words of approval, “ Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.”

If God has intrusted to us the precious light 
of truth, and has given us a knowledge of Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent, and we have failed to 
diffuse that light, we shall be confronted with 
the souls whom we have held in darkness in the 
great day of God. We shall be dealt with as we 
have dealt with others. The King will say to 
those on his right hand : ‘ ‘ Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world ; for I was 
an hungered, and ye gave Me m eat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave Me drink ; I w?as a stranger, 
and ye took Me in ; naked, and ye clothed Me ; 
I was sick, and ye visited Me ; I was in prison, 
and ye came unto Me. Then shall the righteous 
answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an 
hungered, and fed Thee ? or thirsty, and gave 
Thee drink ? When saw we Thee a stranger, and 
took Thee in ? or naked, and clothed Thee ? or 
when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto Thee? And the King shall answer and
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say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me. ’ ’

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review and Herald, Dec. io, 18%.
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E xam ple in H i#ofi|.
T he Hebrew nation were in servitude for a 

great number of years. They were slaves in 
Egypt, and the Egyptians treated them as though 
they had a right to control them in soul, body, 
and spirit. But the Lord was not indifferent to 
their condition, He had not forgotten his oppressed 
people. The record says: ‘ ‘ God heard their
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God 
looked upon the children of Israel, and God had 
respect unto them.” ‘ ‘ The Lord said, I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people which are 
in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of 
their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows ; and 
I am come down to deliver them out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land, and a large, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey. ’ ’

When God called Moses to be his instrument 
in delivering the Hebrew nation out o f cruel 
bondage, Moses considered the difficulties of the 
situation, and thought of the obstacles that he 
would have to encounter in doing this great work. 
He knew that the people were in blindness and 
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ignorance, that their minds had become beclouded 
in faith, and that they were almost destitute of a 
knowledge of God. They had become degraded 
by associating with a nation of idolaters, and 
had corrupted their ways by practicing idolatry. 
Yet there were many who were righteous and 
steadfast among this downtrodden people. The 
Lord directed Moses to give them a message 
from Himself. He said : Wherefore say unto 
the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will 
bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bond
age, and I will redeem you with a stretched-out 
arm, and with great judgments ; and I will take 
you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a 
God ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord your 
God, which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. ”

This nation of slaves was to be taught of God. 
Jesus Christ, enshrouded in the pillar of cloud 
and fire, was to be their invisible leader, the 
ruler over all their tribes. Moses was to be the 
mouthpiece of God. For forty years God ruled 
over them as they journeyed through the wilder
ness. But the Hebrew nation is not the only 
nation that has been in cruel bondage, and whose 
groanings have come to the ears of the Lord of 
hosts. The Lord God of Israel has looked upon



the vast number of human beings who were held 
in slavery in the United States of America. 
The United States has been a refuge for the 
oppressed. It has been spoken of as the bul
wark of religious liberty. God has done more 
for this country than for any other country upon 
which the sun shines. It has been marvelously 
preserved from war and bloodshed. God saw 
the foul blot of slavery upon this land, He 
marked the sufferings that were endured by the 
colored people. He moved upon the hearts of 
men to work in behalf of those who were so 
cruelly oppressed. The Southern States became 
one terrible battle-field. The graves of Ameri
can sons who had enlisted to deliver the op
pressed race are thick in its soil. Many fell in 
death, giving their lives to proclaim libert3r to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that were bound. God spoke concerning 
the captivity of the colored people as verily as 
He did concerning the Hebrew captives, and said : 
* ‘ I have surely seen the affliction of my people,
. . . and have heard their cry by. reason of 
their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows; 
and I am come down to deliver them.” The 
Lord wrought in freeing the Southern slaves; 
but He designed to work still further for them as 
He did for the children of Israel, whom He took



forth to educate, to refine, and ennoble. Christ 
himself wrought with his appointed leaders, and 
directed them as to what they should do for his 
people that had become so terribly degraded. 
They were to be kept separate from all nations, 
to be directed and counseled until, through a 
correct representation of the divine character, 
they should come to know God, to reverence and 
obey his commandments.

Those who study the history of the Israelites, 
should also consider the history of the slaves in 
America, who have suffered, who have been 
educated in crime, degraded, and oppressed, 
and left in ignorance to perish. Their physical, 
freedom was obtained at a great loss of life, 
and Christians generally should have looked 
with compassion upon the colored race, for 
which God had a care. They should have 
done a work for them that would have 
uplifted them. They should have worked 
through the wisdom of God to educate and train 
them. We have been very neglectful of our 
colored brethren, and are not yet prepared for 
the coming of our Lord. The cries of these 
neglected people have come up before God. 
Who has entered into the work since their 
deliverance from bondage, to teach them the 
knowledge of God ? The condition of the col
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ored people is no more helpless than was the 
condition of the Hebrew slaves. The children 
o f Israel were addicted to licentiousness, idolatry, 
gluttony, and gross vices. This is ever the 
result of slavery. But the Lord looked upon 
his people, and after their deliverence, he edu
cated them. They were not left uncared for. 
Though they had lost in years of bondage the 
knowledge of the true God and of his h"ly 
law, yet God again revealed Himself to them. 
In terrible grandeur and awful majesty He 
proclaimed to them his holy precepts, and 
commanded them to obey his law. The ten 
commandments are a transcript of the divine 
character, and are as unchangeable as the eternal 
throne. But since the slaves of the South 
attained to freedom, what have we as Christians 
done to bear any comparison to what was done 
for them by those who poured out their lives on 
the battle-field ? Have we not looked upon the 
difficulties that presented themselves, and drawn 
back from the work ? Perhaps some of us have 
felt sad over their wretchedness, but what have 
we done to save them from the slavery o f  sin ? 
Who have taken hold of this work intelligently ? 
Who have taken upon them the burden of 
presenting to them spiritual freedom that has 
been purchased for them at an infinite price?
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Have we not left them beaten, bruised, despised, 
and forsaken by the way ? Is this the example 
that God has given us in the history of the 
deliverance of the children of Israel ?— By no 
means.

Walls of separation have been built up 
between the whites and the blacks. T hese walls 
of prejudice will tumble down of themselves as 

"did the walls of JerichoT when Christians obey the 
Word of God, which enjoins on them supreme 
love~To their"* Maker and impartial love to their 
neighbors. For Christ's sake, let us do some
thing now'. Let every church whose members 
claim to believe the truth for this time, look at 
this neglected, downtrodden race, that, as a result 
of slavery, have been deprived of the privilege of 
thinking and acting for themselves. They have 
been kept at work in the cotton fields, have 
been driven before the lash like brute beasts, 
and their children have received no enviable 
heritage. Many of the slaves had noble minds ; 
but the fact that their skin was dark, was suffi
cient reason for the whites to treat them as 
though they were beasts. When freedom was 
proclaimed to the captives, a favorable time was 
given in which to establish schools, and to teach 
the people to take care of themselves. Much 
of this kind of work was done by various de
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nominations, and God honored their work. 
Those who attempted to work for the black race 
had to suffer persecution, and many were mar
tyrs to the cause. It was difficult to educate 
these people in correct ideas, because they had 
been compelled to do according to the word of 
their human masters. They had been subject 
to human passions, their minds and bodies had 
been abused, and it was very hard to efface the 
education of these people, and to lead them to 
change their practices. But these missionaries 
persevered in their work. They knew that the 
black man had not chosen his color or his 
condition, and that Christ had died for him as 
verily as He had died for his white brother. To 
show sympathy for the released slaves, was to 
expose one’s self to ridicule, hatred, and per
secution. Old-time prejudice still exists, and 
those who labor in behalf of the colored race 
will have to encounter difficulties.

The neglect of the colored race by the Ameri
can nation is charged against them. Those who 
claim to be Christians have a work to do in 
teaching them to read, and to follow various 
trades and engage in different business enter
prises. Many among this race have noble traits 
of character and keen perception of mind. If 
they had an opportunity to develop, they would



stand upon an equality with the whites. The 
Hebrew nation were educated during their jour
neying through the wilderness. They engaged 
in physical and mental labor. They used their 
muscles in various lines of work. The history 
of the wilderness life of God’s chosen people 
was chronicled for the benefit of the Israel of 
God till the close of time. The apostle says,
“ Now all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples ; and they are written for our admoni
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. ’ ’ The Lord did not forsake his people in 
their wanderings through the wilderness, but 
many of them forsook the Lord. The education 
they had had in Egypt made them subject to 
temptation, to idolatry, and to licentiousness, 
and because they disregarded the commandments 
of the Lord, nearly all the adults who left 
Egypt were overthrown in the wilderness; but 
their children were permitted to enter Canaan.

The land of Egypt was nearly desolated to 
bring freedom to the children of Israel; the 
Southern States were nearly ruined to bring frgfc- 
dom to the colored  ̂race. For three years war 
was carried on, and many lives were sacrificed, 
and there is mourning to-day because of broken 
family circles. Unspeakable outrages have been 
committed against the colored race. They had
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lived on through years of bondage with no hope 
of deliverance, and there stretched out before 
them a dark and dismal future. They thought 
that it was their lot to live on under cruel 
oppression, to yield their bodies and souls to 
the dominance of man. After their deliverance 
from captivity, how earnestly should every 
Christian have co-operated with heavenly in
telligences wTho were working for the deliverance 
of the downtrodden race. We should have sent 
missionaries into this field to teach the ignorant. 
We should have issued books in so simple a 
style that a child might have understood them, 
for many of them are only children in under
standing. Pictures and object-lessons should 
have been used to present to the mind valuable 
ideas. Children and youth should have been 
educated in such a way that they could have been 
instructors and missionaries to their parents.

Let us prayerfully consider the colored race, 
and realize that these people are a portion of the 
purchased possession of Jesus Christ. One of 
infinite dignity, who was equal with God, 
humbled Himself so that He might meet man in 
his fallen, helpless condition, and become an 
advocate before the Father in behalf of hu
manity. Jesus did not simply declare his good
will toward perishing man, but humbled Himself,
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taking upon Himself the nature of man. For 
our sakes He became poor, that we might come 
into possession of an immortal inheritance, be 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review and Herald, Dec, 77, 1895.



The Bible the Colored peopled Hope.
T he Bible is the most precious book in the 

world. It is the only guide to direct the soul 
to the paradise of God. The apostle says : 
“ A ll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”  The Bible is 
a precious treasure. It should be in every 
home, not to be laid away or put upon a shelf, 
but to be diligently studied. The Bible is the 
hope of both the white and the colored race. 
The idea is disseminated that common people 
should not study the Bible for themselves, but 
that the minister or teacher should decide all 
matters of doctrine for them. This is the 
doctrine that is taught to the colored people ; 
but the Bible is the poor man’s book, and all 
classes of people are to search the Scriptures for 
themselves. God has given reasoning powers 
to men, and by bringing our mental faculties into 
connection with the Word of God, the spiritual 
powers are awakened, and common people, as 
well as teachers and clergymen, may understand 
the will of God.



Christ said to the people, “ Search the Script
ures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of Me. ’ ’ Many 
of the colored people are unable to read, and as 
it is necessary to understand the Word of God, 
it is necessary to teach these people to read. 
During the days of slavery, the colored people 
were not generally taught to read, because 
through this accomplishment they became more 
fully awake to the degradation of their condi
tion, In attaining knowledge, their desire was 
increased to have liberty, that they might still 
further pursue their search for knowledge. 
The)’ saw that it was their right to be subject 
to no man, but to obey God only. The proc
lamation that freed the slaves in the Southern 
States, opened a field into which Christlike 
workers should have entered to teach those who 
were hungering and thirsting for knowledge, 
that they might know God and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent. There were precious jewels 
of truth that should have been searched for as a 
man would search for hidden treasure.

The Lord has given the Bible to us, and it is 
our privilege to read it for ourselves. It is our 
duty to search it diligently, that we may receive 
more and more light from its sacred pages. As 
we search the Bible to comprehend the truths of



salvation, angels of God are present to strengthen 
the mindr and to aid us in understanding that 
which will be a benefit to us and to others. We 
are to explore the sacred volume as a miner ex
plores the veins of ore in the earth, and finds 
the precious seams of gold. While time shall 
last, we shall desire to know what the Bible has 
to say in regard to our relation to Jesus Christ, 
our responsibility to God as free moral agents. 
We must search the Scriptures, so that wTe may 
knowT how to accept our responsibilities, and how 
to impart the knowledge we have gained to others 
who are in need of comfort and hope. We must 
know by experience wThat it is to have Christ for 
our sin-bearer, in order that we may intelligently 
say to others. “ Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world ! M 

The opinions we have received through listen
ing to the traditions of men must not be per
mitted to bar the way so that we shall not receive 
the light that requires reformation and transfor
mation. Enter your closets with the Bible in 
your hand, and there commune wTith God, having 
an ear to hear what the Spirit saith unto you. 
Let your heart be humbled and teachable, soft
ened and subdued by the Holy Spirit. If you 
find that your former view’s are not sustained by 
the Bible, it is for your eternal interest to learn



this as soon as possible ; for when God speaks 
in his word, our preconceived opinions must be 
yielded up, and our ideas brought into harmony 
with a “ thus saith the Lord.”  Christ said, 
“ Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is 
truth. ” With submissive spirit you are to obey 
the truth at any cost, knowing that the precepts 
of the Bible are the word of the eternal God.

An experience that brings us into harmony 
with the Word of God will cost the sacrifice of 
self. It will require humility of mind and a 
realization of utter dependence upon God. But 
those who gain this Experience will realize the 
need of working for others, that they also may 
believe and rejoice in the truth. Very much 
depends upon the manner in which the truth is 
presented. The human heart is a hard field to 
work. Let the missionary ever keep the Word 
of God upon his lips. Those who talk the truth 
will have light upon the Word of God. Con
templating the Word of Christ is beholding 
Christ by the eye of faith. The Word of God 
is quick and powerful, and coming in contact 
with the faculties of men, the human mind be
comes strong and vigorous, and able to exercise 
its powers in learning the lesson of sinking self 
into Christ.

The Bible contains the living bread for the



soul. Shall this book, with its treasures of wis
dom, be opened to those who are unlearned, and 
especially to the vast numbers of the colored 
people who are scattered through the United 
States? Shall we be justified in withholding 
this precious Word from the ignorant and de
praved, when by partaking of it by faith is 
eternal life ? Shall we expend labor most largely 
for those who know the truth ? Shall weeks be 
occupied in seeking to work up a greater interest 
among those who have heard the truth of salva
tion over and over again, and leave those wTho 
have never heard it with no effort for their en
lightenment ? How much more appropriate 
wTould it be for those who have been thus privi
leged, to expend their time, talent, and money 
in imparting that which they understand to 
those who do not know God, and have never 
had the Scriptures opened up before them,— in 
presenting the special message that is to be 
given to the world in these last days! Gather 
up the precious fragments of truth, and go to 
work to present them to those who are starving 
for the Word of life.

Through the study of the Word of God, a 
great work may be done for the Southern people. 
The colored people, though emancipated from 
physical slavery, are still in the slavery of
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ignorance. They are led to believe that they 
should do just what their ministers tell them 
to do. Unless their minds are enlightened so 
that they may understand the Scripture for 
themselves, and know that God has spoken to 
their .souls, they will not be benefited by the 
preaching of the truth ; for they are in a condi
tion to be deceived easily by false teachers. 
In reaching the colored people, it is best to 
seek to educate them before presenting the 
pointed truths of the third angel’s message. 
Let missionaries work quietly for both white 
and colored people in the South. Let them 
work in a way to help those who most need help, 
who are surrounded with influences that are 
misleading. Many of them are under the con
trol of those who will stir up the worst passions 
of the human heart. The priests and rulers in 
Christ’s day worked most successfully in stirring 
up the passions of the mob, because they were 
ignorant, and had placed their trust in man. 
Thus they were led to denounce and reject 
Christ, and to choose a robber and murderer in 
his place. The work in the South should be 
done without noise or parade. Let missionaries 
who are truly converted, and who feel the bur
den of the work, seek wisdom from God, and 
with all the tact they can command, let them go
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into this field. Medical missionaries can find 
a field in which to relieve the distress of those 
who are failing under bodily ailments. They 
should have means so that they may clothe the 
naked and feed the hungry. Christian Help 
work will do more than the preaching of ser
mons. There is a great need that a class of 
workers should go to this field who will do this 
kind of work. Let them meet together and 
relate their experiences, pray together, and hold 
their services, not in a way to attract attention 
to themselves, but in quietness, in meekness, 
and lowliness. But while they pursue this 
humble course, let them not sink down into 
cheapness in conversation, cheapness in manners 
and ways. Let the workers be Christlike, that 
they may by precept and example exert an ele
vating influence. Let them furnish themselves 
with the most appropriate, simple lessons from 
the life of Christ to present to the people. Let 
them not dwell too much upon doctrinal points, 
or upon features o f our faith that will seem 
strange and new; but let them present the 
sufferings and the sacrifice of C h rist; let them 
hold up his righteousness and reveal his grace ; 
let them manifest his purity and holiness of 
character. Workers in the Southern field will 
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need to teach the people line upon line, precept 
upon precept, here a little and there a little.

As men and women embrace the truth in this 
field, there will be abundant opportunity for re
lieving their pressing necessities. Unless this 
can be done, the work will largely prove a fail
ure. To say, Be ye wanned, and be ye clothed, 
and be ye fed, and take no steps to bring these 
things to pass, will have a bad influence upon 
our work. Object-lessons will be of far more 
value than mere precepts. Deeds of sympathy 
will be needed as well as words that will touch 
the heart, and leave an uneffaceable impression 
upon the mind. Small schools should be estab
lished in many localities, and teachers who are 
tender and sympathetic, who can, like the Mas
ter, be touched by suffering, should be engaged to 
educate old and young. Let the Word of God be 
taught in the simplest manner. Let the pupils 
be led to study the lessons of Christ; for the 
study of the Bible will do more to enlarge the 
mind and strengthen the intellect, than will an)- 
other study. Nothing will so awaken the dor
mant energies, and give vigor to the faculties, as 
coming in contact with the Word of God.

There is much talent among the colored people. 
Their minds must be aroused, their intellects 
quickened into activity, that they may grasp the
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precious truths of the plan of salvation. Their 
minds have become dwarfed and enfeebled, be
cause they have been called out and exercised 
upon commonplace matters, and have been oc
cupied with low, cheap ideas. But as elevating 
truths are repeated, their minds will expand, and 
their ability increase to take in and comprehend 
the subjects with which they become more fa
miliar. A field left uncultivated will soon be 
filled with unsightly weeds and thistles. The 
mind left uncultivated will be filled with that 
which is unsightly, and where seeds of truth are 
not sown, there will be no fruit of a heavenly 
order. The colored people have been left in ig
norance, and the minds of many have lost the 
ability to expand. But many are not satisfied. 
They hunger for something they have not. Were 
they educated so that they could read the Bible, 
they would draw comfort from the plan of salva
tion as it is revealed in Jesus Christ. The in
fluence of truth would work for the enlargement 
of their minds and the strengthening of their 
faculties. Thus they would be enabled to grasp 
other branches of knowledge, and prepared to 
receive information of a general character.

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review a?id Herald, Dec. 24, 1895.
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{Spirit and Life foi1 the Colored people.
T he psalmist says, “ The entrance of thy 

words giveth lig h t; it giveth understanding 
unto the simple.”  Heavenly intelligences are 
close by the side of every one who is seeking to 
open the Word of God to the understanding of 
the simple, or to those who are really desirous 
of becoming acquainted with the will of God. 
Those who open the Scripture to others should 
teach them the Word of life, realizing the solemn, 
sacred work that they are doing ; for they are 
bringing souls in contact with God, and with 
Jesus Christ whom He has sent. Any trifling, 
jesting, or joking over the Word of God is dis
honoring to Him, and leaves an influence that is 
anything but good upon the mind. But if we 
desire to enlarge a man’s mind, let us turn his 
attention to the Scriptures. In the Bible, we 
behold Him who is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Through understanding the Word of God, 
efficiency is obtained for both the practical and 
the religious life.

Jesus said : “ Labor not for the meat which
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 
give unto you ; for Him hath God the Father
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sealed. Then said they unto Him, What shall 
we do, that we might work the works of God ? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He 
hath sent. They said therefore unto Him, What 
sign showest Thou then, that we may see, and 
believe Thee ? what dost Thou work ? Our 
fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is 
written, He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread 
from heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God 
is He which cometh down from heaven, and giv
eth life unto the world. Then said they unto 
Him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life ; 
he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on Me shall never thirst. . . . 
I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is 
the bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven ; if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever ; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
I will give for the life of the world. . . . 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat
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the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and 
I will raise him up at the last day. For my 
flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him. As 
the living Father hath sent Me| and I live by 
the Father ; so he that eateth Me, even he shall 
live by Me.” Jesus explained what He meant 
by eating his flesh and drinking his blood. He 
meant that his disciples were to partake of his 
word. He said, “ It is the Spirit that quicken - 
eth ; the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life. ’ ’

The Word of Christ is the bread of life that is 
furnished for every soul that liveth. To refuse 
to eat this bread is death. He that neglects to 
partake of the Word of God shall not see life. 
Receiving the Word is believing the Word, and 
this is eating Christ’s flesh, drinking his blood. 
To dwell and abide in Christ, is to dwell and 
abide in his Word ; it is to bring heart and char
acter into conformity to his commands. In the 
parable of the vine and the branches, Jesus 
shows the vital connection that must exist be
tween Himself and his followers. He says : ‘ ‘ I



am the true vine, and my Father is the husband
man. Every branch in Me that beareth not 
fruit He taketh aw ay; and every branch that 
beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through 
the Word which I have spoken unto you. Abide 
in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in Me, I am the 
vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in 
Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fru it; for without Me ye can do nothing. ”

The branches represent the believers in Jesus 
Christ. Those who truly believe, will do the 
same works that He did. They are united to 
Christ by the faith that works by love and puri
fies the soul. As the branch is nourished by 
the sap which flows from the parent stock, so 
the believer in Christ is sustained by the life of 
Christ. The branches represent the very young
est of the followers of Christ, as the branch in
cludes all the tiny tendrils that belong to it. 
Jesus is our center. He is the parent stock 
that bears the branches. In Him our eternal 
life is centered. The words that He has spoken 
unto us are spirit and life, and those who feed 
upon his Word, and are doers of his Word, repre
sent Him in character. His patience, meekness,



humility, and love pervade their hearts. Jesus 
said, “ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.’ 7 
If we are indeed grafted into the True Vine, we 
shall bear fruit similar to that of the parent 
stock.

Those who love Christ will do the works of 
Christ. They will go forth to seek and to save 
that which was lost. They will not shun those 
who are despised, and turn aside from the 
colored race. They will teach them how to read 
and how to perform manual labor, educating 
them to till the soil and to follow trades of 
various kinds. They will put forth painstaking 
efforts to develop the capabilities of the people. 
The cotton field will not be the only resource for 
a livelihood to the colored people. There will 
be awakened in them the thought that they are 
of value with God, and that they are esteemed 
as his property. The work pointed out is a 
most needful missionary enterprise. It is the 
best restitution that can be made to those who 
have been robbed of their time and deprived of 
their education. The fact that this is the case 
leaves a heavy debt upon the American nation. 
As a nation, we have been made the depositary 
of sacred truth, and we are to impart the pre
cious knowledge of the Word of God to others.
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Every earthly blessing has come to us because of 
the infinite price that has been paid in our be
half. If it has cost so great a price to redeem 
man, so that he should not perish, but have 
everlasting life, how we should rejoice that we 
are privileged to become co-workers with Christ 
in saving those for whom He has given his pre
cious life ! The Lord Jesus loves those for whom 
He has made the greatest sacrifice. He gave 
his own most precious life to bring life and im
mortality to light to all those who should believe. 
“  This is life eternal, that they might know Thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
hast sent.” Those who receive Christ are in 
co-partnership with Him, and will not mistake 
their life work. They will heed the words 
spoken by Christ. They will be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, and become more and more intelli
gent in regard to the requirements of God, and 
will reveal the love and grace that were revealed 
in the life of Christ toward those with whom He 
came in contact.

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review and Herald, Jan. 14, 1896.
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I MiJ BPoto’p ÎeepeP ?”
T he law of God contained in the ten com

mandments reveals to man his duty to love God 
supremely and his neighbor as himself. The 
American nation owes a debt of love to the 
colored race, and God has ordained that they 
should make restitution for the wrong they have 
done them in the past. Those who have taken 
no active part in enforcing slavery upon the 
colored people are not relieved from the responsi
bility of making special efforts to remove, as far 
as possible, the sure result of their enslavement.

When the duty of bringing the gospel to the 
colored race is presented, many make the plea 
that association with the colored people will con
taminate society. But this very plea is evi
dence that means should be instituted to remove 
from this race the degradation that has been 
brought upon them. As a people, we should 
no longer say by our attitude, “ Am I my 
brother’s keep er?” We should arouse our
selves to do justly, to love mercy. We should 
make manifest by our actions that we have the 
faith for which the saints are to contend. We 
should go forth to seek the oppressed, to lift up 
the fallen, and to bring help to those who need



our assistance. We should remember that many 
among the colored people who have been en
trusted with God-given ability, who had intel
lectual capabilities far superior to those of the 
masters who claimed them as their property, 
were forced to endure every indignity, and their 
souls groaned under the most cruel and unjust 
oppression. They were ambitious to obtain their 
freedom, and sought in every possible way to ob
tain it. At times their deferred hope caused 
them to flash out with indignation, and they were 
forced to suffer such fearful punishments that 
their courage was broken, and to all outward ap
pearances their spirits were subdued. But oth
ers planned for years, and finally were successful 
in gaining their freedom. Many of these have 
filled positions of trust, and have demonstrated 
the fact that the colored race is capable of cul
tivation and improvement. As a people claim
ing to be proclaiming the last message of mercy 
to the world, we cannot consistently neglect the 
Southern field; for it is a portion of God’s 
moral vineyard. It is not our place to study 
consequences ; but we are to go to the field and 
labor for the colored people as earnestly as for 
the white people, and leave results with God. 
It is our part to work with all our God-given 
capabilities to redeem the time that we have



wasted in planning how to avoid unhappy results 
in working the Southern fields.

We are God’s messengers, and He has sent us 
forth to work for both the white and the black 
race without partiality and without hypocrisy. 
We are to set forth the truth in warnings and 
entreaties. We are to point out the path of light 
in plain and simple language, easy to be under
stood by both white and black. We have no 
time to build up walls of distinction between 
the white and the black race. The white people 
who embrace the truth in the Southern field, if 
converted to God, will discern the fact that the 
plan of redemption embraces every soul that 
God has created. The walls of sectarianism and 
caste and race will fall down when the true mis
sionary spirit enters the hearts of men. Preju
dice is melted away by the love of God. All will 
realize that they are to become laborers together 
with God. Both the Ethiopian and the white 
race are God’s purchased possession, and our 
work is to improve every talent that has been 
lent to us of God, to save the souls of both 
white and black. If men and women of either 
race refuse the truth of God, they must answer 
to God for their rejection of Jesus Christ, who 
died for their salvation. With all our might we 
must do our work now.



God’s object in bringing us to Himself is to 
conform us to the image of Christ Jesus. All 
who believe in Christ will understand the per
sonal relation that exists between them and their 
brethren. They are to be as branches grafted 
into the same parent stock, to draw sustenance 
from the root. Believers, whether white or 
black, are branches of the True Vine. There is 
to be no special heaven for the white man, and 
another heaven for the black man. We are all 
to be saved through the same grace, all to enter 
the same heaven at last. Then why not act 
like rational beings, and overcome our unlike
ness to Christ ? The same God that blesses us 
as his sons and daughters, blesses the colored 
race. Those who have the faith that works by 
love and purifies the soul, will look with com
passion and love upon the colored people. Many 
of those who have had every advantage, who 
have regarded themselves as superior to the col
ored people because their skin was white, will 
find that many of the colored race will go into 
heaven before them.

Let every one who values the precious sacri
fice made by Jesus Christ, lift up his voice in 
prayer to God, and exclaim : “ Behold, O Lord, 
this poor, oppressed people that have been de
spised and maltreated by the white nation.



Breathe into their souls the breath of spiritual 
life. If no effort is made on their behalf, they 
will perish in their sins, and their blood will be 
found upon our garments. Father of mercies, 
pity thine offspring. Breathe upon these beaten, 
bruised, ignorant souls, that they may live. 
Give thy Holy Spirit to those who shall go forth 
as messengers to this people. Take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us in our councils, and enable 
us to make plans and devise means for the spread 
of the truth among them.”

We need to awaken, and to understand the 
truth as it is in Jesus. We need to consult the 
Word of God, in order that we shall not seek to 
evade disagreeable work. When we realize that 
we are workers together with God, the promises 
will not be spoken with half indifference, but 
will burn in our hearts, and kindle on our lips. 
We shall present them to the throue of God with 
earnestness, and the Lord will pour out his Spirit 
upon the devoted, consecrated worker. Those 
who plead with God, as did Moses, will receive 
the same assurances that Moses received. When 
Moses pleaded : “ I pray Thee, if I have found 
grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I 
may know Thee, that I may find grace in thy 
sight; and consider that this nation is thy people. 
And He said, My presence shall go with thee,



and I will give thee rest.” Again the Lord 
said to Moses, “ Certainly I will be with thee.”  
The same assurances given to Moses will be 
given to those who go forth to be co-laborers 
with Jesus Christ in the Southern field. We 
are not to wait for great men to undertake the 
work. We are to encourage those who have a 
burden to go to this field, who are willing to 
undertake the work. Let those in responsible 
positions give their sympathy to such workers, 
and furnish them with facilities whereby they 
may do the work required. Let not men in our 
institutions feel that it is their prerogative to 
tie the hands of workers at every step. Let. 
those who have a mind to work do with their 
might whatsoever their hands find to do. Let 
those who take no part in the trying experience 
of teaching the colored people, unite their peti
tions with those of the workers, and plead that 
the Holy Spirit may move upon the hearts of 
the workers, and aid them in doing successful 
work for the Master. The Lord God of Sabaoth 
will hear earnest prayer. He will lead those 
who feel their dependence upon Him, and will so 
guide the workers that many souls shall come to 
a knowledge of the truth.

Truth as it is in Jesus exercises a transform
ing influence upon the minds of its receivers.



Let no one forget that God is always a majority, 
and that with Him success is bound to crown all 
missionary effort. Those who have a living con
nection with God know that divinity works 
through humanity. Every soul that co-cperates 
with God will do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with God. The Lord is a Gcd of mere)', 
and cares even for the dumb beasts He has 
created. When He healed on the Sabbath day, 
and was accused of breaking the law of God, He 
said to his accusers : “ Doth not each one of
you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from 
the stall, and lead him away to watering ? And 
ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the 
Sabbath day ? And when He had said these 
things, all his adversaries were ashamed ; and all 
the people rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by Him.” The Lord looks upon 
the creatures He has made with compassion, no 
matter to what race they may belong. God 
4 ‘ hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
Him, and find Him, though He be not far from



every one of us ; for in Him we liye, and move, 
and have our being ; as certain also o f your own 
poets have said, For we are also his offspring.” 
Speaking to his disciples the Saviour said, 4 4 All 
ye are brethren.”  God is our common Father, 
•and each one of us is our brother's keeper.

Mrs. E. G. Wh ite.
Front Review and Herald, Jan« 21, 1896.



Lift Up Your1 Eifep and Loo^ oq the Field.
Those who work in the Southern field will need 

to have a sanctified judgment, in order to dis
criminate in applying help where it will do the 
greatest amount of good. They should help 
those who will be a help to others, as well as 
those who may not be able to carry on very de
cided missionary operations. I know that it 
will be impossible for workers to remain in this 
field in a bare-handed condition, and do the 
work that is required to be done in the Southern 
States. It will be necessary that a fund shall 
be created, so that*the workers may have means 
with w’hich to help those who are in poverty and 
distress ; and this practical ministry will open 
their hearts to respond to the truth.

It will be necessary for the worker in the 
Southern field not only to have an appreciation 
of the physical wants of the colored people, but 
his heart must also be aglow with the love of 
God. He must present the love of God with 
faith and assurance, and not follow7 any bleak, 
cold, methodical style. The Southern field is a 
field where the religious instruction will have to 
be repeated again and again. The language 
must be most simple in style, for many of the



colored people are only children in understand
ing ; but though this field has been long neg
lected, the words of Christ are applicable to it. 
Our Lord said to his disciples, “ Say not ye, 
There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are white 
already to harvest. And he that reapeth re- 
ceiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal; that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together.’ ’

When the Lord spoke these words to the disci
ples, they did not see anything that denoted 
that they were in an encouraging field. The 
seed of truth had been sown, and the harvest 
was about to follow. While they had been away 
purchasing food, Christ had preached a sermon 
to the woman at the well, and had sown the 
seed, and the harvest was to come forth speedily. 
She had gone back into the city of Samaria, and 
had spread abroad the words of Christ. She 
gave the invitation to those she met, saying 
with assurance, “ Come, see a man, which told 
me all things that ever I did ; is not this the 
C h rist? ’ ’ Jesus knew that at the' report of 
the woman many, out of curiosity, would come 
to see and to hear Him, and that many would 
believe on Him, and drink of the water of life



that He should give them. “ And many of the 
Samaritans of that citŷ  believed on Him for the 
saying of the woman, which testified. He told 
me all that ever I did. So when the Samaritans 
were come unto Him, they besought Him that He 
would tarry with them ; and He abode there two 
days. And many more believed because of his 
own word ; and said unto the woman, Now we 
believe, not because of thy saying ; for we have 
heard Him ourselves, and know that this is in
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” 
Thus the harvest came speedily after the sow
ing ; for the Holy Spirit had impressed the truth 
upon the hearts of the Samaritans.

The words that Jesus spoke to his disciples, 
saying that the fields were white for the harvest, 
are addressed to every genuine Christian. We 
also are to look upon the fields, and see the 
necessities of men. The disciples were encour
aged, as they saw the readiness of the Samari
tans to receive the truth. They had regarded 
this field as a very hard field, and yet they saw 
men acknowledging the words of the Master, 
and believing on Him for themselves. This les
son is for our encouragement as well, and while 
there are many who will not yield to the con
victing power of God’s Spirit, there are also 
many who are hungering for the words of light
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and salvation. Many will receive the truth, and 
testify, as did the Samaritans, that Christ is the 
Saviour of the world. In their turn, they will 
become sowers of the seed of truth. We are to 
lift up our eyes, and look upon the fields that 
are white already for the harvest. For years we 
have passed by the Southern field, and have 
looked upon the colored race, feebly deploring 
their condition ; but our eyes have been fastened 
upon more promising fields. But now God’s 
people should lift up their eyes, and look upon 
this destitute field that has not been worked. 
The missionary spirit must prevail, if we form 
characters after the pattern, Christ Jesus. We 
are to love our neighbors as ourselves, and the 
colored people, in the sight of God, are our 
neighbors. It is* not enough for us merely to 
look on and deplore the discouraging appear
ance of the field, and then pass by on the other 
side, and do nothing. Unitedly and interestedly 
we must take hold of the work. We are not 
only to look upon the fields, but we are to reap, 
and gather fruit unto life eternal.

God calls us to consider and to help those 
who are in most need of help. As workers to
gether with God, we are not simply to deplore 
the destitute condition of the Southern people, 
but we are to seek to alleviate their condition.
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Here is a field in America that is nigh at hand. 
One is to sow the seed, another to reap the har
vest, another to bind it up. There is a variety 
of work, which must be done now while the an
gels continue to hold the four winds. Many 
who desire to do missionary work may labor in 
this field. There is no time to be lost. As 
men, women, and children among the colored 
people receive the truth, they should be in
structed by those who are imbued with the Spirit 
of God, and educated and directed in such a way 
that they may help others.

The Southern field is right in the shadow of 
your own doors. It is as land that has had a 
touch of the plow here and there, and then has 
been left by the plowman, who has been attracted 
to some easier or more promising field ; but 
those who work the Southern field must make up 
their minds to practice self-denial. Those who 
would aid in this work must also practice self- 
denial, in order that facilities may be provided 
whereby the field may be worked. God calls 
for missionaries, and asks us to take up our neg
lected duties. Let farmers, financiers, builders, 
and those who are skilled in various arts and 
crafts, go to this field to improve lands, and to 
build humble cottages for themselves and their 
neighbors. Christ says to you, Lift up your
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eyes, and look upon this Southern field ; for it 
needs the sowers of seed and the reapers of grain. 
The grace of Christ is unlimited ; it is God’.s 
free gift. Why should not this neglected people 
have the benefit of divine hope and courage and 
faith ? All those who will accept Christ will 
have sunlight in the heart, and the whole-hearted, 
unselfish worker will receive a rewrard. Those 
who are laborers together with God will enter 
into the joy of their Lord. What is this jov ? 
— It is the joy that is felt in the presence of the 
angels over one sinner that repenteth more than 
over ninety and nine just persons who need no 
repentance.

Those who labor in the Southern field will meet 
with deplorable ignorance. The colored people 
are suffering the results of the bondage in which 
they were held. When they were slaves, they 
wrere taught to do the will of those w ho called 
them their property. They were kept in igno
rance, and to-day there are thousands among them 
that cannot read. Many who profess to be 
teachers among them are corrupt in character, and 
they interpret the Scriptures in such a way as to 
fulfill their owrn purposes, and degrade those wrho 
are in their power. The colored people are 
taught that they must not think or judge for 
themselves, but that their ministers must be per-

-87



fliitted to jtidge for them. Because of1 this, the 
divine plan of salivation has been covered up with 
a mass of human rubbish and falsehood. The 
Scripture has been perverted, and the people 
have been so instructed as to be easily seduced 
by evil spirits. Mind, as well as body, has been 
long abused. The whole system of slavery was 
originated by Satan, who delights in tyrannizing' 
over human beings. Though he has been suc
cessful in degrading and corrupting the black 
race, many are possessed of decided ability, and 
if they were blessed with opportunities, they 
would show more intelligence than do many of 
their more favored brethren among the white 
people, Thousands may tiow be uplifted, and 
may become agents by which to help those of 
their own race, There are many who feel the 
necessity of becoming elevated, and when faith
ful teachers open the Scriptures, presenting the 
truth in its native purity to the Colored people, 
the darkness will be dispelled under the bright 
beams of the Sun of righteousness. Directed 
in their search for truth by those who have had 
advantages enabling them to know the truth, 
they will become intelligent in the Scriptures.

When laws are enacted that bind the con
sciences of those whom God has made free, and 
men are cast into prison for exercising their re-



Kgfous liberty, many poor, timid, ignorant souls 
will be hindered from doing the will of God ; 
but many will learn aright from Jesus Christ, 
and will maintain their God-given freedom at 
any cost. The colored people have been slow to 
learn what is their right in religious liberty, be
cause of the attitude that men have assumed 
toward them. In many minds there is great 
confusion in regard to what is individual right. 
Men have exercised compelling power over the 
mind and judgment of the colored race. Satan 
is the originator of all oppression, and history 
shows a record of the terrible results of oppres
sive tortures that have been endured by men who 
are God's property, both by creation and by 
redemption. Through human agencies, Satan 
has manifested his own attributes and passions ; 
but every act of injustice, every fraudulent pur
pose, every pang of anguish, is written down in 
the books of heaven as done against Christ Jesus, 
who has purchased man at an infinite price. The 
manner in which men treat their fellow men is 
registered as done unto Christ; but those who 
have been faithful winners of souls will receive 
commendation, and will join in the song of those 
who rejoice, and shout the harvest home. How 
great will be the joy when the redeemed of the 
Lord will all meet together in the mansions pre



pared for them ! What rejoicing will come to 
those who have been impartial, unselfish laborers 
together with God in winning souls to C hrist! 
What satisfaction will fill the breast of every 
reaper when he hears the musical voice of Jesus 
saying, “ Well done, thou good and faithful 
servan t; . , , enter thou into the joy of thy 
L o rd !”

Those who win souls to Christ glorify their 
Redeemer. He has not died in vain for them ; 
for they are in harmony with Christ, They 
look upon those who have turned to God through 
their efforts, with glad rejoicing ; for they also 
see of the travail of their souls, and are satisfied. 
They see that the anxious hours they have spent, 
the perplexing circumstances they have had to 
meet, the sorrows they have had to endure, have 
worked for them a far more exceeding and eter
nal weight of glory. As they look upon the 
souls they have won to Christ, and know that 
they are eternally saved, are monuments of God’s 
mercy and of a Redeemer’s love, they touch the 
golden harp, and fill the arches of heaven with 
praise and thanksgiving. They sing, “ Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the



earth. . . . Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and bless
in g .”

“ They that be wise shall shine as the bright
ness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness, as the stars forever and ever.” 
How great is the reward that will come to those 
who devote their God-given abilities to doing 
the words of Christ. Those who are partakers 
of his sufferings in this world, will be partakers 
of his glory in the world hereafter, and will sit 
down with Christ upon his throne.

Mrs. E. G. White.
From Review and Herald, Jan. 28, iSg6.



Volunteer1̂  W an ted  foi1 the ^ o u tjep q  Field.
Instruction is to be given to our colored 

neighbors concerning the physical, mental, and 
moral nature. We must give them line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little, and there a 
little. The youth will catch the lessons that are 
given, and retain them much more readily than 
those who are aged. How important it is that 
this large class of human beings, who are now in 
ignorance, should be taught to read for them
selves, that they may know what saith the Lord 
unto them ! How anxious every Christian fam
ily should be to have a part in helping on the 
education of the colored race! Many of them 
are poor, neglected, homeless creatures. We 
should teach them how to build cheap houses, 
how to erect school buildings in cities and vil
lages, and how to carry on their education.

God holds us accountable for our long neglect 
of doing our duty to our neighbors. He sees 
precious jewels that will shine out from among 
the colored race. Let the work be taken up de
terminedly, and let both the young, and those 
of mature age, be educated in essential branches. 
Take hold of this nation that has been in bond
age, as the Lord Jesus Christ took hold of the



Hebrew nation after they came forth from Egypt. 
God will put his Holy Spirit upon those who 
put heart and soul into the work, realizing the 
truth of the words of inspiration : “ We are la
borers together with God ; ye are God’s hus
bandry, ye are God’s building.”  The Lord has 
long been waiting for human instrumentalities 
through whctfn He could work. How much 
longer shall heavenly agencies be obliged to wait 
for human agents who will respond to the words 
of Christ, “ Go work to-day in my vineyard ” ? 
When the hearts of God’s professed people are 
animated by the principle of the living faith that 
works by love and purifies the soul, there will be 
a response to these appeals. Christ linked him
self in brotherhood to all nationalities. He 
made no distinction between the white race and 
the black race in his plan of salvation. He 
bought the meanest of humanity with an infinite 
pride, and He notes when we leave the naked un
clad, the poor unfed, the destitute unrelieved, 
the despised forsaken.

Those who labor in the Southern field will 
have many prejudices to overcome, many difficul
ties to encounter. A t the present time there is 
great want among many of the colored people. 
Self-denial must be practiced by us. We must 
strip ourselves of all extravagance: we must



deny ourselves luxuries and the undue gratifica
tion of appetite. Let those who have not laid 
aside unnecessary articles of diet, do so. Let 
them refrain from adornment and costly furnish
ings. Let us set ourselves to do a work for the 
Southern people. Let us not be content with 
simply looking on, with simply making resolu
tions that are never acted upon ; but let us do 
something heartily unto the Lord, to alleviate 
the distress of our colored brethren. The burden 
of poverty is sufficiently weighty to arouse our 
heartfelt sympathy. We are not simply to say, 
“ Be ye warmed and filled, ’ ’ but we are actually 
to relieve the needs of the poor. Filthiness is 
prevalent among the colored people, and it is a 
breeder of disease. Discouragement is deep and 
widespread, and shall we refuse to stretch forth 
our hands to help in this time of peril ?

But it is of no use to send missionaries to work 
in the Southern field unless they are furnished 
with means from your abundance to help the dis
tressed and those who are in poverty that cannot 
be described. We may do the work that Christ 
would do if He were upon earth. We may re
lieve those whose lives have been one long scene 
of sorrow. Who will go on in indifference, and 
pay no attention to the woes of those who are 
in hunger, in nakedness, in ignorance and deg
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rad at ion ? Who will rouse up and go without 
the camp, and bear reproach for Christ’s sake? 
Who will put on Christ, and seek to rescue their 
colored brethren from ignominy, crime, and deg
radation? Who will seek to restore them to 
the ranks of common humanity ? We must not 
consider them irreclaimable and utterly degener
ate. With the spirit of Christ, who did not 
fail or become discouraged, we may do a work 
that will cause the heavenly hosts to fill the 
courts of God with songs of rejoicing. There 
are many who are looked upon as stoical; who 
are thought to be unfit to be taught the gospel 
of Jesus C hrist; and yet through the ministra
tion of the Holy Spirit, they maybe changed by 
the miracle of divine grace. The stupidity that 
makes their cases look so hopeless will pass 
a w ay ; for it is the result of great ignorance. 
The influence of grace will prevail on the human 
subject, and the dull and clouded mind vrill 
awake and break its fetters. Through divine 
power the slave to sin may be set free. The sun
shine of'Christ’s righteousness may beam into 
the chambers of mind and heart. Spiritual life 
will be seen, and the brutishness will disappear. 
Inclination to vice will disappear, and ignorance 
will be overcome. The heart will be purified by 
the faith that works by love.
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There are thousands who are capable of 
instruction* cultivation, and elevation. With 
proper, persevering labor, many who have been 
considered hopeless cases will become educators 
of their race. The colored people deserve much 
more from the hands of the white people than 
they have received. The colored people may be 
compared to a mine that is to be worked, in 
which is valuable ore of most precious material. 
Christ "has given these people souls capable of 
winning and enjoying immortal life in the king
dom of God. One tenth of the advantages that 
their more favored brethren have received and 
failed to improve, would cause them to become 
mediums of light through which the brightness 
o f the righteousness of Christ might shine forth. 
Who will enlist in this work, and willingly teach 
the ignorant what saith the Word of God ? Who 
will engage in the work of quickening the mental 
faculties into sensibility, o f uplifting those who 
are downtrodden ? Can we not showT that we are 
willing to try to repair, as far as possible, the 
injury that has been done to them in the past ? 
Shall not missionaries be multiplied ?

Mrs. E. G. W hite.
From Review and Herald, Feb. 4, 1896.



propei1 Metljodg of W oi1̂  in th e  Southern

A rmadale, Melbourne, Victoria, A ustralia,
Nov. 20, 1895.

Dear Brother----- .• —
Tuis morning I attended a meeting where a 

select few were called together to consider some 
questions that were presented to them bv a letter 
soliciting consideration and advice on these sub
jects. Of some of these subjects I could speak, 
because at sundry times and in divers places 
many things have been presented to me in refer
ence to some matters of labor that required great 
caution in speech as well as in the expression of 
thoughts with the pen. The advice given to our 
brethren in the Southern field has been diverse ; 
it would bring in confusion.

As my brethren read the selections from letters, 
I knew what to say to them ; for this matter has 
been presented to me again and again in regard 
to the Southern field. I have not felt at liberty 
to write out the matter until now. I will en
deavor to make some brief statements at this 
time, hoping soon to have an opportunity to 
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speak more clearly and at length.
The light that the Lord has given me at differ

ent times has been that the Southern field, where 
the greatest share of the population of the colored 
race is, cannot be worked after the same methods 
as other fields. They are excitable, and outward 
actions in bodily exercise more than inward piety, 
compose their religion. Should the colored peo
ple in the Southern States be educated, as they 
receive the truth, that t îey should work on Sun
day, there would be excited a most unreasonable 
and unjust prejudice. Judges and jurors, lawyers 
and citizens, would, if  they had a chance, bring 
decisions which, would bind about them rites 
which would cause much suffering, not only to 
the ones whom they term guilt}' of breaking the 
laws of their State, but all the colored people 
everywhere would be placed in a position of 
surveillance, and under cruel treatment by the 
white people, that would be no less than slavery. 
They have been treated as chattels, regarded-as 
not much above the dumb animals, to do just as 
their masters told them to do. This has degraded 
all their powers, and a different method of labor 
altogether must be pursued, toward them, than 
where the colored people have had greater advan
tages of schooling, and have learned to read.

As the colored people have not been educated



to read, and have not been uplifted, their religion 
is more of bodily exercise than inward piety. 
There cannot be anything like the kind of labor 
pursued toward them, that is bestowed upon the 
people whose religion is not outward workings. 
The Lord will look upon this poor, neglected, 
down-trodden race with great compassion. 
Everything of a character to set them in a posi
tion of opposition to authorities, as working on 
Sunday, would cause the colored people great 
suffering, and cut off the possibility of the white 
laborers’ going among them ; for the workers 
that intended to do them good, would be charged 
with raising insurrections.

I do not want anything of this character to ap
pear, for I know the result. Tell them they need 
not provoke their neighbors by doing work on 
Sunday ; that this will not prevent them from ob
serving the Sabbath. The Sabbath should not be 
introduced until they know the first principles of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. The truth as it is 
in Jesus is to be made known little by little, line 
upon line, and precept upon precept.

Punishment for an}T offense would be visited 
unsparingly and unmercifully upon the colored 
people. Here is a neglected field, rank with cor
ruption, needing to be taught everything ; here 
is a field where medical missionary work can be



one of-the greatest blessings. In this line the 
truth may be introduced, but the very first prin
ciples of Christianity are to be taught in the 
A B C. Schools are to be established, having 
not only children, but fathers and mothers, learn
ing to read.

Teaching the truth is involving great liabilities. 
It is essential, then, that families should set
tle in the South, and as missionary workers they 
can, by precept and example, be a living power. 
There cannot be much preaching. The least no
tice possible should be given to the point of what 
is doing and what is to be done ; for it will create 
suspicion and jealousy in the minds of men, who, 
with their fathers and grandfathers, have been 
slaveholders. There has been so little done for 
the colored people that they are in moral degra
dation, and are looked upon as slaves to the 
white population still, although they have been 
emancipated at terrible cost.

We are to study the situation w7ith great care, 
for the Lord is our enlightener. The Lord has 
given men capabilities to exercise, but there is 
too little deep thinking, and too little earnest 
praying that the Lord would give wisdom at all 
times1 how to work difficult fields. We are under 
obligation to God, and if we love God, we are in 
duty bound not only on the general ground of ob



ligation and obedience, to obey the orders of our 
spiritual leader, but'to save as many souls as we 
can, to present them as sheaves to Jesus Christ,' 
who gave Himself a living sacrifice to ransom 
them, and make them free servants of Jesus Christ 
There is not to be one word uttered which would 
stir up the slumbering enmity and hatred of the 
slaves against discipline and order, or to present 
before them the injustice that has been, done 
them.

Nothing can be done at first in making the 
Sabbath question prominent, and i f  the colored 
people are in any way educated to. work on 
Sunday, there will be unsparing, merciless op
pression brought upon them. Already there has 
been too much printed in regard to the perse
cution of the Sabbath-keepers in the Southern 
States, and those who are bitter against the law 
of God, trampling it under their feet, are all the 
more in earnest to make human laws a power. 
Their religious prejudice and bigotry would lead 
them to do any act of violence, verily thinking 
they were doing God’s service ; for they are in 
great error. A blind zeal under false religious 
theories, is the most violent and merciless. 
There are many who are stirred up b y the repre
sentations in our papers, to do ju st as their 
neighboring States are doing. All these things



give them the appearance of defying the law. 
In Christ’s day, when persecuted in one city, 
they fled to another. It may be the duty of those 
persecuted, to locate themselves in another city 
or another country. “ And ye shall be hated of 
all men for my name’s sake: but he that en- 
dureth to the end shall be saved. But when 
they' persecute you in this city, flee ye into 
another : for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son 
of man be come. The disciple is not above his 
master, nor the servant above his lord.” Matt, 
to : 22-24.

At present, persecution is not general, but let 
the Southern element have words come to them 
of a nature to arouse their excitable disposition, 
and the whole cause of truth would suffer, and 
the great missionary field be closed. Let all be 
warned. Let the instruction be given to this 
much-oppressed people that the keeping of the 
Sabbath does not necessitate their working on 
Sunday ; for if  they should do this, they would 
have instigated against them all the powers of 
the white population who are transgressors of the 
law of God. Church-members and priests and 
rulers will combine to organize secret societies to 
work in their land to whip, imprison, and destroy 
the lives of the colored race. History will be



repeated. Let efforts be made in as silent a man
ner as possible ; but this people need not be told 
that the observance of Sunday is the mark of the 
beast until this time shall come. If the Southern 
people get some of the ideas in their minds of 
the mark of the beast, they would misconstrue 
and give, honestly, the most false impression on 
these subjects, and do strange things.

As many of the people' cannot read, for them
selves, there are plenty of professed leaders who 
will read the Bible falsely, and make it testify to 
a lie. Many are working in this line now among 
those who are poor scholars, and have not a 
knowledge of the Scriptures. Our publications 
also will be misread. Things will be read out of 
the books that were never there, advocating the 
most objectionable things. An excitement could 
be easily worked up against Seventh-day Advent
ists. The most successful methods are to encour
age families who have a missionary spirit, to 
settle in the Southern States, and work with the 
people without making any noise.

In such places as the Southern field, there 
should be established sanitariums. There should 
be those who believe the truth,—colored servants 
of God,— under training to do work as medical 
missionaries under the supervision of white man
agers ; for this combination will be much more



successful. The medical missionary workers, 
co-operating with families who shall make their 
home in the South, need not think that God will 
condemn them if they do not work on Sunday ; 
for the Lord understands that every effort must 
be made not to create prejudice, if the truth finds 
standing-place in the South. The words of truth 
cannot go forth with great publicity, but schools 
should be started by families coming into the 
South, and working in schools, not with a large 
number congregated in one school, but as far as 
possible in connection with those who have been 
working in the South. DwTell particularly upon 
the love of God, the righteousness of Christ, and 
the open treasure-house of God, presenting the 
truth in clear lines upon personal piety. There 
will be the bad influence of the white people upon 
the blacks as there has been in the past. Evil 
angels will work with their own spirit upon evil 
men. Those co-operating with those who work 
in any place to uplift Jesus and to exalt the law 
of God, will find to all intents and purposes that 
they wrestle not against fiesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.

‘ ‘ Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil



day, and having done all, to stand. Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate o f righteous
ness ; and your feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace ; above all, taking the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God. ”

Here is our sufficiency. Our defense is in the 
preparation of the gospel. The Lord will give 
wisdom to all who ask Him ; but let those who 
are to work difficult and peculiar fields, study 
Christ’s methods. Let not their own peculiar 
traits of character be brought into the work for 
Satan knowrs upon just what traits of character 
to work, that objectionable features may be re
vealed. These traits of character, received by 
inheritance or cultivated, are to be cut away from 
the soul, and the Spirit of Christ is to take 
possession of the organs of speech, of the mental 
power, of the physical and moral powers, else 
when in the midst of important interests, Satan 
shall work with his masterly power to create a 
condition of things that will call into active ex
ercise these special traits of character, and will 
bring defeat just where there should be a victory, 
and sp the cause of God will sustain a loss.



“ And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might gain the Jews ; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might gain them 
that are under the law ; to them that are without 
law, as without law, (being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might 
gain them that are without law. To the weak 
became I as weak, that I might gain the weak : I 
am made all things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some. And this I do for the 
gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof 
with you .”  We know that the apostle did not 
sacrifice one jot of principle. He did not allow 
himself to be led away by the sophistry and 
maxims of men. He was not to coincide with 
the suppositions and assurances of men who were 
teaching for doctrine the commandments of men ; 
because iniquity and transgression were in the 
ascendency and advancing, he did not allow his 
love to wax cold. All zeal and earnestness are 
to be retained ; but at the same time the features 
of our faith, if expressed, would, by the elements 
with which you have to deal, arouse prejudice at 
once.

Paul could be as zeaious as any of the most 
zealous, in his allegiance to the law of God, and 
show that he was perfectly familiar with the Old- 
Testament Scriptures. He could dwell upon the



types and shadows that typified C hrist; he could 
exalt Christ, and tell all about Christ, and his 
special work in behalf of humanity; and what a 
field he had to explore ! He could advance most 
precious light upon the prophecies, that they had 
not seen ; and yet he would not offend them. 
Thus the foundation was laid nicely, that when 
the time came that their spirits softened, he 
could say in the language of John, Behold in 
Jesus Christ, who was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sins of the world.

To the Gentiles, he preached Christ as their 
only hope of salvation, but did not at first have 
anything definite to say upon the law. But after 
their hearts were warmed with the presentation 
of Christ as the gift of God to our world, and 
wThat was comprehended in the work of the 
Redeemer in the costly sacrifice to manifest the 
love of God to man, in the most eloquent sim
plicity he showed that love for all mankind,—  
Jew and Gentile,— that they might be saved by 
surrendering their hearts to Him. Thus when, 
melted and subdued, they gave themselves to the 
Lord, he presented the law of God as the test of 
their obedience. This was the manner of his 
working,— adapting his methods to win souls. 
Had he been abrupt and unskillful in handling



—io8—
the Word, he would not have reached either Jew 
or Gentile.

He led the Gentiles along to view the stupen
dous truths of the love of God, who spared not 
his own Son, but delivered Him up for us ; and 
how shall He not, with Him also freely give us 
all things ? The question was asked why such 
an immense sacrifice was required, and then he 
went back to the types, and down through the 
Old-Testament Scripture, revealing Christ in the 
law, and they were converted to Christ and to the 
law.

■ ‘ But the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocris}’ . And the 
fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that make peace.”  All this may be, and yet not 
one principle of truth be sacrificed.

Mrs. E. G. White.



The {ioiitljeffli Field.
The following is selected from a personal 

communication — :
“ SUXXYSIDE, ” COORANBONG, N. S. W ., 

March 2, 1897.
The Southern field is a hard field, a very 

unsightly field, because it has been so long 
uncultivated. All who take hold o f the work 
in the cause of God and suffering humanity 
will have to be one . in their designs and 
plans. They will have plenty of trials and 
discouragements to meet, but they must not 
allow these to hinder or dishearten or handicap 
them in their work. In love for Christ who died 
to save this poor, down-trodden people, in love 
for the souls of the perishing thousands, they are 
to labor for this worse than heathen country.

Brethren, you have a work to do which you 
have left undone. A long neglected field stands 
out in plain view before God to shame the people 
who have light and advanced truth, but who have 
done so little to remove the stones and the rub
bish that have been accumulating for so long a 
time. Those who have enjoyed every privilege 
and blessing have passed by on the other side. 
As a Christian people, God has called you to



prepare the way of the Lord in this unpromising 
field.

God sent a ‘message to Nineveh by his servant 
Jonah, saying, “ Arise, goto Nineveh, that great 
city and cry against i t ; for their wickedness has 
come up before Me. And the word of the Lord 
came unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, 
go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and 
went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the 
Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city 
of three days journey.. And Jonah began to 
enter into the city a days’s journey, and he cried 
and said, Yet forty days, and Ninevah shall be 
overthrown. ”

When the people of Nineveh humbled them
selves before God, aiid cried to him for mercy, 
He heard their cry. “  God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way ; and God re
pented of the evil He said He would do unto 
them ; and He did it not.” But Jonah revealed 
that he did*not value the souls in that wretched 
city. He valued his reputation, lest they should 
say that he was a false prophet. He said, “  O 
Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet in 
my country ? Therefore I fled before unto Tar- 
shish ; for I knew that thou art a gracious God, 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind



ness, and repentest Thee of the ev il.”  Now 
when he sees the Lord exercise his compassionate 
attributes, and spare the city that had corrupted 
its ways before Him, Jonah does not co-operate 
with God in his merciful design. He has not the 
people’s interests in view. It does not grieve 
him that so large a number must perish, who 
have not been educated to do right. Listen to 
his complaint:—

‘ ‘ Therefore, now, 0 Lord, take I beseech Thee, 
my life from me ; for it is better for me to die 
than to live. Then said the Lord, Doest thou 
well to be angry ? So Jonah went out of the 
city, and sat on the East side of the city, and 
there made him a booth, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till he might see what would become of 
the city. And the Lord prepared a gourd, and 
made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the 
gourn.”

Then the Lord gave Jonah an object lesson. 
He prepared a worm when the morning sun rose 
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 
“ And it came to pass when the sun did rise, that 
God prepared a vehement east wind ; and the 
sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, 
and wished'in himself to die. and said. It is bet



ter for me to die than to live. And God said to 
Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the 
gourd ? And he said, I do well to be angry, even 
unto death. Then said the Lord, Thou hast had 
pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not 
labored; neither madest it grow ; which came up 
in a night and perished in a n ig h t; and should 
I not spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle ? ’ ’

In the history of Nineveh there is a lesson 
which you should study carefully. This lesson 
is to be learned for yourselves, and in regard to 
your relation to the Southern States. You must 
know your duty to your fellow-beings who are 
ignorant and defiled, and who need your help.

The Southern field is a hard field, but is this 
any excuse for your doing scarcely anything for 
it ? Read the eighth and ninth chapters of 
Second Corinthians. Study and heed the lessons, 
for you need such examples kept ever before you. 
The Lord is not pleased with your treatment of 
the Southern field.

** *
What deep humiliation should be felt by those 

whom God has so greatly favored with the bless
ing of light, whom He has made the repositaries



of his truth, the most sacred truth ever given to 
our world, but who have neglected their God- 
given work. What far-seeing judgment they 
would now have if  at the heart of the work men 
had been careful to seek their counsel from God 
as to who should connect with his great work to 
prepare a people to stand in these last days 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.

*
*  *

The deepest humility should be felt by those 
who have the privileges bf enlightenment and 
education in missionary lines. The Lord God 
of Heaven, by whom all actions are weighed in 
the golden balances of the sanctuary, looks upon 
the thousands of colored people, our neighbors, 
who in their destitution are spreading their cases 
before the Giver of all mercies and blessings. 
These people are perishing in their sins. As a 
people they are ignorant, many knowing nothing 
of purity and godliness and elevation. But 
among them are men and women of quick per
ceptions, excellent talents, and these will be re
vealed when once the Spirit of God shall turn 
their attention to the Word. But they need 
ministry not in the Word alone. Those who



would do God service in this field must go among 
tile people.

There are tho.se who, while they profess godli
ness. are not pure. They have corrupted their 
ways before God. And when these people meet 
those who have no disguise for their corruption, 
they have so little sense of what constitutes a 
high and holy character, that they are in danger 
of revealing that they are of a class as degraded 
as their fellow-beings of the Southern States. 
The people of the South do not need those to go 
among them who have not the love of the truth 
in their hearts, and who will, easily yield to 
temptation, who, with all the light they have, 
will descend to the low level of the moral cor
ruption of those they are professedly trying to 
save. This will be the danger of those whose 
minds are not pure; therefore be sure that men 
of steadfast principle be .sent to work for God in 
this field.

Tn liis providence, God is saying, as He has 
been saying for years past : Here is a field for 
you to work. Those who are wise in agricultural 
lines, in tilling the soil, those who can construct 
simple, plain buildings, may help. They can do 
good, work and at the same time show in their 
characters the high morality which it is the 
privilege of tliis people to attain to. Teach them



the truth in simple object lessons. Make every
thing upon which they lay their hands a lesson 
in character building.

The South is calling to God for temporal and 
spiritual food, but it has been so long neglected 
that hearts have become hard as stone. God’s 
people need now to arouse and redeem their sin
ful, neglect and indifference of the past. These 
obligations now rest heavily upon the churches, 
and God will graciously pour out his Spirit upon 
those who will take up their God-given work.

. Mrs. E. .G. White.








