
On Monday the attention of our brethren was given to the affairs of 

the Paradise Valley Sanitarium. They looked over the land fend the buildings, 

and saw the Ibij rovesrsents that wore being made. nil were surprised to find that 

so muck had been don© during the axmmr in preparing the building for occu

pancy, and with thankful hearts they entered into counsel concerning future 

plans and work*

A Review of Our grperlencea

During the spring of 1902 the attention of several of our brethren 

wee called to the Paradise Valley sanitarium building, which was erected for 

a sanitarium by Mrs. Mary L. Potts about twenty years ago. After being used 

for a few .souths, it lay idle for many years, and was then offered for sale at 

twenty thousand dollars, with encouragement that it might be purchased for 

fifteen thousand dollars cash.

In September, 1902, after the Los ngeloe camp-case ting, we spent a week 

in dan Diego, and visited several places that were offered us for sanitarium 

work. In the building offered us by Mrs. Potts, it seased to rue we found about 

ell that we could ask* Bare was a well-constructed, three-story building of 

fifty rooms, with broad verandas, standing upon a pleasant rise of ground, and 

overlooking a beautiful valley* Many of the roans are large and airy, and there 

is a stationary marble wash-bowl in moat of the bedroase.

Besides the m i n  building there is a good stable, and also © six-room 

cottage, which con be fitted up for helpers* The property is conveniently 

located, being less than seven miles from dan Diego, and about a s U &  from the 

national City poet-office.

There arc twenty seres of land. About one-half of this had once been 

planted to fruit trees, but during the long drought that this country has 

suffered, all the trees died except the ornamental trees and shrubbery around
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the buildlags, and about seventy olive-trees on tho terraces*

ffimn w® learned that the owners of this property had become so dis

couraged on account of the many years of drought that they were offering it 

for twelve thousand dollars, X said to our brethren, "I believe that the lord 

has kept this place for us, and that he will open the way for us to secure it.

I never saw a building offered for sale that was better adapted for sanitarium 

work, if this place war® fixed up, it would look Just like places that have 

been shown m  by the lord. *
A year before, light had been given m  that our people in southern 

California must watch for opportunities to purchase such properties, and it 

seemed plain to ms and to those who were with me that the opportunity of se

curing this place was a fulfilment of the encouragement given us, and published 

in the "Testimonies for the Church," Tol. TII, in the following words: —

"As soon as possible sanitariums are to ba established in different 

places in southern California, let a beginning be sands in seweral places. If 

possible, let land be purchased on which buildings ©re already erected. Then, 

as the prosperity of the work demands, let appropriate enlargement b© made. • • 

In southern California there are many properties for sale on which buildings 

suitable for sanitarium work are already erected. Bom of these properties 

should be purchased, and medical missionary work be carried forward on sensible 

rational lines. Several small sanitariums are to be established In southern 

California for the benefit of the multitudes drawn there in the hop© of finding 

health. Instruction has been given m  that now is our opportunity to reach 

the invalids flocking to the health resorts of southern California.*

In December we learned that this piece could be purchased for eleven 

thousand dollars, and 1 encouraged Dr. Whitslock to take steps to secure it.

But our leading brethren in the Southern California Conference were not ready 

to cooperate in the matter, and nothing was don®.

In the summer of 1903 the property was offered to us for eight thousand 

dollars, and again we found that our brethren were not in a position to act.
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Tho drought continued, and the owners of this property were very 

nuch discouraged. la January 1904, Or. Whitelock wrote a© that the mort

gages could be bought for six thousand dollars, end perhaps loss. Again 1 

©ivised our brethren connoctad with the medical work in southern California to 

secure the place. But I learned that they weve not prepared to set. 'Then I 

laid the matter before Sister Gotsian, and she consented to Join mo in securing 

the place. Then we telegraphed an offer of four thousand dollars for the sort- 

gages. Two days later a telegram was returned accepting lb® offer. Meanwhile 

a letter from other parties 14 *an Biego was on its way to New York, offering 

six thousand dollars for the mortgages.

Shortly after we had secured the place, lldcr and lure. J. F* Ballanger 

Joined us in raising the amount to be paid for the property.

Having secured the place, we needed a manager, and we found on© ready 

for the work. Brother I* S. Palmer and hie wife, who had spent the winter in 

Arisons, ware in San Diego. Brother Palmer's bronchial trouble, which had 

brought him lest, was being overcome, and they were willing to take charge of 

the work of fitting up the sanitarium building for use.

At first Brother Palmer had to work moderately and with great caution.

His health would not admit of violent exertion, and our funds would not admit of 

hiring much help. He began the work cautiously, end the way opened for advance.

When we visited the place in November last, we found that such had been 

done during the susmer. The building had been thoroughly repaired, inside and 

out, and painted outside. Xt had been fitted up with electric lights, end about 

one third of the rooms were furnished. By taking advantage of several sales of 

furniture by wealthy families leaving the country, first-class furniture had 

been secured at very low prices.

Cur great anxiety about the place was the matter of an ample supply of 

water. Years ago, when the valley was prosperous, it depended upon the letter of 

the mountain streams stored up by great dams, but as the result of the many years
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of drought, there w«3 no voter in the reservoirs to supply our needs* Sens 

of our neighbors in the valley had good veils9 but our piece was a little to 

one side. The greet question was, dan we get plenty of water by digging?

The well-diggers had gone down eighty foet, and found a little water, 

but they wanted touch nor©* 0 how much dependad upon our finding plenty of good, 

pure water/ £ith an abundance of water our work could go forward, but without 

it, what should we do? from the beginning, I had felt the assurance that the 

Lord would open the way for our work to advance; but who could tell when and 

how? Our people were deeply desirous of seeing the sanitarium make a success, 

and as we met them, the question was, "Have you found water?”

Jhile this important question was pending, Prof. £• £• Bel longer and ssy 

son went to San Pasqual and Escondido to present to our people the encourage

ments that had attended the enterprise thus far, and the plan of organization 

that had been prepared, and to ask. for their help.

All were glad to share the burden of making this sanitarium, as far as 

possible, a aan Diego County enterprise, and they gave freely according to their 

ability* About fifteen hundred dollars was subscribed, and half of this was 

brought back for immediate use*

TIi© very day of the return of Professor Ballanger and my son, with the 

evidence of the hearty, practical support of the people, the workers in the 

well struck a fine stream of good, pure water* The nett morning Brother reiser 

came up early to tell me that there was fourteen feet of water in the well* The 

water is soft end pure, and we are greatly rejoiced to know that there is an 

abundant supply* This wall is a treasure more valuable than gold or silver or 

precious stones.

The workers at the sanitarium are all cheerful and hard working. Svexy 

morning and evening they have a season of worship, for a day or two after 

reaching there, I met with them, and enjoyed the privilege very much. The bless

ing of tbs Lord rested upon us, and 1 was very sorry when sickness prevented 

me from attending regularly*
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Ihan shall w© open ths place for patients? was a question often dis

cussed* Several were iapatiently waiting to enter, but how could we admit 

th&c while the house was being repainted Inside, and while the large kitchen 

range was being set up?

On© morning a lady came unannounced, and insisted upon staying* Others 
came before we were ready, and patients continued to cane till there were 
twenty, and our workers were kept so busy that there has been no time as yet 

for a formal opening*

One evening, Just before we left, a four-horse teas drawing a large, 

heavy wagon, drove in, bringing gifts to the sanitarium from 3on Pesqual.

In the load there were potatoes, squash, canned fruit, and two beautiful 

Jersey cows*

During the last three nights of my stay at this institution, much in

struction was given me regarding the sanitariums which for yecr® have been 

greatly needed, and which should long ago have been ©quipped and set in work

ing order* Medical missionary work is to be to the third angel fs message as 

the right hand to the body* Our ssnitariusa are one great rjeens of doing med

ical missionary work* They are to reach the people in their need.

The workers connected with our sanitarlueis are to be sympathetic, 

kind, and straightforward in their dealings with on© another and with the 

patients* Their words and deeds are to be noble end upright* They are ever 

to receive from Christ light and grace and love to Impart to those in darkness* 

By their efforts the sick, the sinful, the prodigals, who have left the Father’s 

house, are to b© encouraged to return* God’s word to these workers is, "io, I 

am with you alssay, even unto the end of the world.** "Fear not, neither be dis
couraged; for I am thy God* *— Mrs* g* G* .fhlte in Review and Herald* &arch 16, 

1905.
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