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WHY ADVENTISTS WORK ON SUNDAY

Do donay e o ur. Sabath obcryunce e
a ; \oor; this is all, therefore, that
alslkft(lia(t)ftl?g };.O?ls in enforcing Sunday observance. ~This (:ll:obis
which shouldu ors of the first-day Sabbath ever asked as that
e sanctiﬁcc:jnsmme 1ts observance. Sunday was never
bath, it is suﬁic'e ANG gde holy; as a rival to the true Sab-
to rest and att legt that the religious world should be induced
on the seventh ?jn religious Wworship upon that day instead of
SErvAnCe neve ay. The edicts which gave rise to Sunday ob-
more exacted ,l_; Cc}))mmanded anything more; nor is anything
especial guardiaﬁt fe ';llpostate church, which has ever been the
that the Rom co the day. Every intelligent person knows
bers the obsefvr;ncztg?lézgg:;cig ?};}e st d?fland of its.mEnts
i espiritof Isa. 58:13. . . .
an’I:;f ((,:? \t;]c?rlslﬁ'ChurCh does not demand Sunday osbscrifance as
as such it is an 1p to God, but as anact of homage to itself, and
lowers his Sabta)‘Cthm the highest degree offensive to God. It
ous, rival sabb. ?}: before the world to a level with the spuri-
tirely the act ofa » Which is of Satanic origin. It nullifies en-
worship God ?Stmg upon the preceding seventh day. To
latter power ;ﬁ',’, aﬂéntxchnst,an power also, is to worship the
Sl o ahws se‘ dod_ demands that we should worship and
us serve God z ¢ a? him only. The devil is satisfied to let
well knowing ?h;t of the time and h'"}_Sle the rest of the time,
God not at ail. - Wwedare thereby serving him all the time, and
ford to surrend e do not think, also, that any person can af-
mentioned, to b él nder such circumstances, his right, before
He who behditen & Cod-ghvag ook oy Tmeat in every week
demand by an eartl(;l -given right in obedience to an arbitrary
itsf’e'f) makes hgl1self ay&)aov\:‘er, SIS S nact of honagel
withiﬁh(',?,';grt?"ef"re’ that it should be a matter of conscience
Al ers of the true Sabbath, not to comply with the
and to rest on the first day of the week. >

pr;::ssnihpeutv i\;ery r;nldly, but it .is none the less positive; it ex-
should settle atw of the denomination upon the subject, and
ists regard the ;)I?ce‘and forever the question of how Advent-
it is ngt am ttc s 0!’ the fourth commandment. Of course
btk toader of which the courts can properly take cogni-
scienc’es of tha? so would be to become judges of the con-
sively that Sund Pelople; but the fact does show most conclu-
Hetls of ihe A ay laws do at ]ez.xs‘t interfere with the religious
they cannot co ventists, by requiring of them a service which
hardship of b nscientiously render, This is in addition to the
allottedpto theznfﬁrci:g:]l:ed of one-sixth of the time divinely
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- SUNDAY CLOSING

OF THE

HIDWINTER EXPOSITION.

"we Midwinter Exposition in San Francisco is an assured
. at least so far as human calculation goes. It will doubtless
e held as contemplated, and will be all that its most earnest
ocate could wish in respect to its exhibit of the products of
 science, and nature. Seventy-five nations will be there rep-
nted.
he same conflict has already begun in respect to its closing
Sunday that was waged over the World’s Fair at Chicago.
Christian Endeavorers of Alameda County set the ball roll-
nd the Presbyterian ministers of San Francisco next en-
d'the field. The editorial staff of the Occident, the Presby-
an paper of the coast, is also inclined to claim *first honors.”’
re recently there has been a joint meeting of the ministers of
) Francisco, and a committee has been appointed looking to
anvass of the Pacific Coast for petitioners to those having the
rin charge, to close on Sunday. They are determined that
Fairshall close.  For instance, the Christian Endeavorers of
{lameda County intimate that the opening of the Fair on Sun-
lay will be against *“ the good name of our State, as well as the
al character of our people,” that it ““would be a dishonor
God, and a grievous violation of his law,” and call on all
w-abiding citizens”’ to take ‘‘no concessions at the Fair and
entering into no contract regarding exhibits or other matters
thout a clear, irreversible clause securing Sunday closing dur-
the entire time of the Exposition.” And in similar language
e spoken various clergymen of San Francisco.
Let us not be misunderstood in the matter. We are not
leading for an open Fair on Sunday nor for a closed Fair.
is not our business. If it is open, no law, State, Federal,
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or Divi ; :
el :,:l::{dwm be violated. ; Let this be clearly understood by
ers. We repeat it: IF THE MIDWINTER EXPOSITION

BE OPENED ON SuUN
DAY, NO LAW, ST
Vil i v ) ) OTATE, FEDERAL, OR DIVINE,

CALIFORNIA HAS NO SUNDAY LAW,

Su is simply ; stk
othe:g:]};cl]z %;mpg a holiday, subject to the same exemptions as
s P Certz; i' k'Ut the law fioes not say how that day shall be
Ba! ot e San lkn'ds of business are not legal if done on that
2 J,u g rrrnl'e ‘mds are not legal if transacted on the Fourth
workin’g e l’egt.xssmn day.. But everyone has the privilege of
Ry, chu‘ }‘lng, of going to hear a lecture or a sermon, of
fields an%l arlic 0:1 theater, of staying at home or going to the
ol (fks cfratrlll groves, of reading the Bible and other re-
selicriog thé ;i . € newspapers, of doing missionary work and
man is not m.:idce aagr?nf)' 0011',f0f att‘ending S R i
heAcan lal'ldably biiky ol?}?er?j; (yi:mg something on Sunday that
o ;%EZIISCLSJ?St }«;ls it should be. We do not mean by this that

g of ¢ urc}'l and the?tef and ball game and picnic
'ofindiffefle)nper's ‘and. Bl!)le are alike good, and that it is a matter
it iy (:,e a?dto which men choose. It makes all the differ-
teogesiger s (t); as to what influences and occupations men
et matf?”vﬂc’g&’ of choosing is alike sacred to each
thousar;d s hers not though the baseballer may number one
e elt e churchgoer but one, the baseballer has no
e einh o rf)da or coerce the churchgoer to attend a baseball
T Y, tr:or to so hedge up his way that it shall, out-
g Ot}ll‘le, e baseball or nothing. And it is just as true
g cor‘:lrcelgoer , though he may number a thousand, has no
S chulxj-ch or coerce the baseballer or theatergoer to at-

shall, outside of %?ssﬁl::lzy’bzoghio tl;) hedget; g biphgt

e : ne, rch or nothing. This privi-

isiTiiic;r(:?mg or refusing as to just how the daf shall be Isb)pent
Thio e o (':‘;‘;_Sfto !’Oth parties and is equally the right of each.
ool Lalttornia grants it, and he who attends the theater

aw abiding as he who attends the church.

NO FEDERAL JURISDICTION.

I . . .
I efdthe VI‘\’{demter Fair be opened, no Federal law will be vio-
: at powers the Constitution did not grant to the Fed-
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ral government were reserved to the States and the people;
and the Constitution expressly forbids the law-making power of
this government to legislate in the religious domain. ‘‘Con-
ess shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion

prohibiting the free exercise thereof,”” are the words of the
onstitution, California is a free and sovereign State. The
‘Federal government has no more jurisdiction in respect to the
closing of the Fair on Sunday in San Francisco than it has in
spect to the politics of the man the people of this State shall
‘choose as governor. It is not, therefore, a violation of national
aw if the Exposition be opened on Sunday.

THE DIVINE LAW OF THE SABBATH.

It is not a violation of divine law if the Exposition be opened
Sunday. God has set apart but one day as the Sabbath, and
that is the seventh day, the day just before the first' day of the
week. See Mark 16:1; Luke 23:56; 24:1; Matt. 28:1. The

first day of the week” did not come, according to Mark, till
% the Sabbath was past.’ The next day after the Sabbath was
the first day of the week. The commandment for the Sabbath
is given in Ex. 20:8-11, and is as follows:—

« Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six daﬁs shalt
thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work,
“thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
«mai&servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
‘and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

This commandment enjoins the seventh day. The following
are recognized principles in the interpretation of law:—

“In the case of all law, it is ¢ke infent of the lawgiver thatis to
be enforced.”

«When words are plain in a written law, ther
construction; they must be followed.”

“When the intent is plain, nothing is left to construction.”

Certainly the words of the fourth commandment of the Dec-
 alogue are plain. If language means anything, that law means
. that the snfent of the Lawgiver was that e seventh day should

be the Sabbath, and this God based on reasons which will ap-

¢ is an end to all
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:, :e:((; n::-, .oth(ler day. God showed his intent by the threefold
b C(})rns tl::;foﬁf tfl_lethmanrlia for forty years, thereby precluding
» of the plain words of the law. Th
3 e onl
:éeveel;lt);l z:;t;bgtl}; grtﬁoli day known to the word of God is thz
/ Sabbath, the memorial of creation, and i
. - - 4 th r
sanctification, redemption, or re-creation in Christ. Ezz 521(8:‘ 2(01

NO DIVINE LAW FOR SUNDAY.

enjOor.:n :};g (t)}t!l;erbhand, there is no law in the Scriptures of truth
; the observance of Sunday as a day of shi
or to be kept holy unto the L s o
d. The followi
5 P or ollowing are a few of
€ expressions used by Protestant authorities ngl' reference to

this matter. Ch : i i
e ambers’ Encyclopedia (article “ Sabbath’’) de-

““ By none of the fathers b
‘ . ers before the fourth century is i
ggzec:‘fr i:]hei:veek] 1gentxﬁed with the Sabbathe;nnl:)rryilsstlltug%lgt?rg}
i, gn éoun ed by them either on the fourth command-
precept or example of Jesus or his apostles.”’

The Augsburg Confession, drawn up by Melancthon, states:

s a’i‘?ec grl:]srg;\;félcoefoé (t)l(lie tI;l;)trg’s céaijunc!ay] is founded not
—Cox’ Sabbath Manual, ;’bart 2 x}t’taelzuthonty e el
Rev. i :
Uni(,: SC;eg. %.\l\)\/{[ott, D.. B pre§1dent of the American Sabbath
: , SaYs, e admit there is no such [divine] command ”’
or Sunday observance., ‘ ;
Th i i 4
i ;:t;vxl}lr t(l;erefore be. 1o crime committed, no infraction of
b ,M * 2 . ederal, or. Divine (and we may add, municipal), if
s ﬂ:\:r; er Efxpl’?mgon be opened on Sunday. And, accord-
aw of the State of California, accordin ’
law : . to the Fed-
g’:)x(ljl (.;czxfrtlltunon, accord{ng to the insp’ired wordgof the living
by ,law Satm or woman in California will or would transgresé
et Hate, Federal, or Divine, by attending the Fair on
. e‘};ryo :;/ee 1we not, therefore, good reason why we, and, in
Sun’d b se, should not care if the Fair be opened on

WHAT CHRIST SAYS.
But what if Sunday were indeed the Sabbath of the Lord?

Be:
= g;:::v Zc;;ne observe that day, because they believe all ought
» even though God should command it in his word,—
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all this is no reason why they should seek to compel others to
“observe it, or condemn them if they do not. For, first, man
* can never compel religious observance, which is a matter of the
' heart and life; and, secondly, God never has given man that
right, no, nor did-even the Perfect Man claim this right when he
* walked upon the earth. Says Jesus Christ: If any man hear
my words, and believe not, 7. judge him not; for 1 came not to
udge the world, but to save the world.” Johni12:47. “Ashe
is so are we in this world.” He also said, ‘“Whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for this
is the law and. the prophets.”’
No true follower of Christ Jesus can, therefore, seek to com-
pel a Jew, Mohammedan, or even a pagan to do contrary to the
convictions of that Jew, Mohammedan, or pagan. He may en-
treat, he may persuade, but he has no right to compel or co-
erce. No religious body, or combination of religious bodies,
whether they are right or wrong as regards the true Sab-
bath, have any right to bring pressure to bear, any right to co-
erce, or seek to compel the observance of their wishes. None
arecompelled to go to the Fair on Sunday; let not Sunday keep-
ers seek to compel others to stay at home.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

. But all this Sunday-closing agitation goes farther than the
mere opening or closing of the Midwinter Exposition. It has
greater ends in view, with still farther reaching results. ;

The whole object of this agitation is to obtain a California
Sunday law. The closing of the Fair is but a mighty lever to
that end. The professed ministers of Christ and religious or-
ganizations are endeavoring to force the directors of the Fair to
close on Sunday.  If the Fair be closed by the law of the State,
the law is wrong, because the closing of the Fair for religious
reasons pertains to that with which the State has nothing to do.
If it be compelled by ‘¢ Christians,” these Christians.are using
antichristian methods. The language of the gospel is “per-
suade,” ‘“ beseech,” “entreat,”” “come.”’ It recognizes man’s
free will. Jesus came not to condemn, to judge, to coerce, but
“tosave,” “tominister.”” See John 12 :47; Matt. 20 : 28; Luke

~ 9:51-56. But efforts are now being made to coerce the con-
ductors of the Fair into the closing of it.  The initial step toward




"

1 Y

6  SUNDAY CLOSING OF THE MIDWINTER EXPOSITION.
gns was taken bY the Christian Endeavor Societies of Alameda
ounty, July 17, in the following resolutions:—

WHEREAS, Sunday openin i
WHE g of the Columbian E iti
objectionable to the larger part of the ntelligent ca’fﬁ}%‘?’:ﬁ’é?gﬁwnﬁétgﬁéo

as seen by the strong protests against it, and the multitudes who on that ac-

count have refrained from attending said Fair: and

covd sy o hristian Endeavorers of Califoriahod n bigh regerd te
will be greatly affected | character of our people, which
Fair; &nd. y affected by the manner of conducting the propose{i ;&idwiuter
- Xx‘_*}:g:f:tsr vaedﬁr mly believe that Sunday opening on that occasion would be
sl ‘fr h: , and & gricyons violation of his law; therefore be it
tian Endeavor Ls we, the Christian Endeavorers of the Alameda County Chris
nestly petiti = th mog’ welcome the coming of this Fair, and we do i)sl car-
and we su; oe"t ‘at ‘\ € Lord's day be respected by closing the gates ﬂnThat da; 4
byl efts; :a O,all thns{mns and law-abiding citizens of%he Pacific Coa)sli
e Sgusernd re{z’;fd)i;l . éﬁﬂ'ﬂf g f‘;’{ﬁéi”":&a‘ the Fair and of entering into
clause secirs o : matters, without a clear, i 7
iy uring Sunday closing during the entire time of the Expo;?{igﬁsgzﬁ

Resolved, That we r d i
esolved, T ecc to the president of ever isti
Society in this county to prepare at once and present to e\};ecrgr:;fitlll?tn Ii’;gg:: g;

their society, church i i i
oo furthe¥’ ,and congregation, a petition setting forth these facts; and

Resolved, That our corres i
1 ponding secretary be instru
these resolutions to the corr&spondﬁng secretrayries of eveﬁ;eﬁntig:ei?\d&g?tzlzr

and ask them to imi i
Shaae pass similar resolutions and circulate such petitions to their

THE MOVEMENT RELIGIOUS. x

Note that thg whole matter is based on the Sunday closing of
thedWocld’s F: au:,‘ an object specifically “ religious,”” and as such
:ho er{l}ar.xded. Ttx,e larger part of the intelligent citizens of

ese nited States ” refers to the protests of the church people
against the f)pening of that Fair. It is safe to say that not more
than one-t!nrd'of the Protestant members ever personally pro-
tested against it, while many in the Episcopal Church andpthe
grea!:er part of the Roman Catholic Church, and mil,lions be-
longl'ng to no church whatever, were positively for Sunday
opening. Surely it cannot be said that the small minority which
protested and boycotted and anathematized and threatened
are the larger part of the intelligent people of this count It
is true that many “ refrained from attending >’ because thre!;; did
not want to pay a full price for a half show. This is what the

* Christian ’ boycott i
co%lcion, bu}i no)t, by élffignm&h;}ll::ﬁsby 49 SRS e ad
e second reason given by the E i
Z}Smﬂ]uidnl:g r::lllosgd lsctto safye * tf‘:e good?ge:];%rt? {ﬁewsht};totehaes 5@111
- character of our people.” W )
that no law, State or Divine, wxlf be violaetelzla fybg%:got‘gg

]
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Fair on Sunday, and the ‘good name” of the State is not so
much to be sought as its right action; and no power in this
" world can “affect”’ ““the moral character of the peo le” with-

out the consent of the people as individuals. With their choice,
not their compulsion, rests their morality. In this the Endeav-
oters arrogate to themselves the authority to say what is moral
for the people of California, and to take such steps as they think
will prevent immorality. The church has no business to make
or dictate laws for the State, It is a position which Christ him-
self would not assume (John 18: 36; Luke 12:14), and he ex-
pressly forbade his church exercising such prerogative (Matt.
20:25-28; 1 Cor. 4:5).

The next step of the Endeavorers is to declare their convic-
tion that to open the Fair Sunday is ‘“a dishonor to God, and a
grievous violation of his law.” And they want the directors of
the Fair to close for that reason; and more than this (for the
object is a State Sunday law), they want the people of this State
to.say that the opening of the Fair Sunday, an act which would
be A;)erfectly legitimate on other days, is “a dishonor to God
and a grievous violation of his law.” If they could compel the
closing of the Fair, then the prestige of this step would be used
on the Legislature; and when the Legislature yielded and passed
a Sunday law for the same reason (and a religious reason is the
only reason why a Sunday law is desired), the State would
stand as the sponsor of religious faith, the authoritative inter-

reter of divine law. It would come between the soul and

hrist.. The conscientious who were equally good citizens, but
who interpreted the Bible differently, would be forced to suffer.

THE BOYCOTT.

Following the preamble, comes the Endeavorer resolution to
petition “that the Lord’s day be respected, by closing the gates
on that day;” and then they ‘‘suggest” (a mild term for advis-
ing a boycott) ‘‘to all Christians and law-abiding citizens of the
Pacific Coast the eminent propriety of taking no concessions,”’
etc., or, in other words, not to atronize the Fair unless their
demands be complied with. e say again that every man in
California who treats his fellow-men civilly, though he labor
every Sunday, is as law-abiding a citizen as the most earnest
Endeavorer in the State.

There is more in the resolutions, which we have not space
to consider. These resolutions. are scattered throughout the
State, and we understand have been cordially indorsed gener-
ally by the Endeavor Unions. The Christian Endeavor Society
stands at the very head in its influence at the present time in
religious circles.” And right in the initial stage of the Fair,
when its promoters are struggling for funds to insure its success,
these religious societies of tﬁe State take this advantage to com-
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Kel the recognition of a religious institution. Compelling it
ere, compelling it in municipalities, the next step will be to
compel it in the State.

THEY ARE NOT ALONE:

But the Endeavorers are not alone. The preachers of San
Francisco and Oakland met in San Francisco, September
14, and asked the directors of the Exposition ‘‘at the earliest
possible moment to declare that the gates of the Midwinter Fair
shall be closed on Sundays,” and in order that this may be

done, they unite in asking for a Saturday half holiday. One of

gle reasons which they give for the closing of the Fair is that

the accomplishment of this patriotic object will barely depend
upon the due observance of the weekly rest day, that most be-
neficent institution which has become incorporated in our na-
tional civilization, which commands the respect, not only of the
churches, but of the best thinking classes outside of the
churches.”’

We do not know what is meant by the first two lines of the
above quotation unless it is that; unless the Sunday is respected
by the Fair, its accomplishment will be made a very difficult
matter by the religious classes. These ministers were from the
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Congregational, and Christian
Churches. .

With all of these is the religious press, and behind it all is the
American Sabbath Union. Dr, Edward Thomson, the active
agent of the union in California, boasts that the union now has
twenty-nine denominations in its organization; that by its efforts

twelve counties in California have passed some kind of a
Sunday-closing ordinance.”’ :

. These and many more utterances which we have not space to
give, clearly show just what the churches (with few honorable
exce tlons%) are working for in: California. It is by every plea
which can be made save that of liberty, by subterfuge and soph-
istry unworthy of equality, patriotism, and. Christianity, that
these people seek to turn backward to the Dark Ages the one
now free State. It is to degrade into the dust of tyranny, by
religious bigotry and arrogance, the only State of any great in-
fluence which is not cursed. by religious laws to-day.  And the
churches which are behind this movement, it matters not how
honest their intention, are forsaking Christ and his power and
laying hold of earthly power; in other words, the professe
spouses of Christ are desiring to commit fornication with the
powers of earth. Will all who are in the folds of these churches
thus forsake Christ? Will the State yield to the threats and se-
ductions of the church and thus invite political ruin?

The price of this tract is $1.00 per 100; $8.00 per 1,000, Address Cali-
fornia Tract‘ Society, 1059 Castro Street, Qakland, Cal.
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HE MIDWINTER FAIR.

Petitions for Sunday Closing.

1 [From San Francisco Examiner, Oct. 14, 1893.]
" THE right of petition is one of the dearest rights of the people
under our government. It is guaranteed by our national Con-
Stitution, and against its proper exercise we have no objection,
* but, like other great blessings that we have received as a legacy
from the founders of the republic, there is danger that this right
will be abused, and instead of being used in thé interests of
iberty and human rights, as originally designed, it will be used
in securing the domination of the church, and the subversion
the rights and liberties of the people.
The proper and legitimate use of the petition is to secure or
rotect certain rights or privileges for individuals or the public.
The rights of the people may have been taken from them; they
may be suffering from wrong and injustice. They may properly
retition for a redress of those wrongs, The rights and privi-
leges of the people may be in jeopardy from the insidious work-
ings of influences that would result in the destruction of the
priceless boon of freedom. The people may very properly pe-
tition against the adoption of such measures as would lead to
such dire results. When the object of a petition is in the inter-
ests of the rights and liberties of the people, or for privileges
. the enjoyment of which will in no way militate against the rights
© of others, it is perfectly proper and legitimate. But when the
right of petition is used in the interests of any religion, or any
religious institution or observance, to secure for it either a rec-
. ognition from the authorities, or from the State, it is a gross
rversion and a dangerous exercise of that right; and if al-
owed to exert an influence over those to whom the petition is
addressed, will almost surely result in church domination, and
the destruction of the liberties of the people.
It should be remembered that every petition for Sunday clos-
ing of the Midwinter Fair is in the interests of Sunday sacred-
#ess, and not in the interests of the people. No one’s rights or
liberties are invaded by Sunday opening. The conscientious
Sunday keeper may remain away, and enjoy perfect freedom of
worship and liberty of conscience. Why should he circulate or

(1)




