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who gave himself to be crucified for us, that very same Jesus is 
coming again. This is the blossed hope of the church, by this hope 
we ought to comfort one another, and exhort one another daily, so 
much the more as we see the day approaching, see also Heb. ix. 280 
“ So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear, (the same Jesus) the second time 
without sin (or sin offering) unto salvation,” or to “ deliver his 
ransomed ones with a perfect and everlasting salvation.” 1 John iii. 2 
“ Beloved now are wc the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 

' what wc shall be; but wc kuow that when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him, we shall see him as lie is.” 1 John ii. 28. “ And 
now little children abide in him that when he shall appear (Jesus 
Christ himself) we may have confidence and not be ashamed before 
him (Jesus Christ) at his_coming,” see Rey. i. 7. “ He cometh 
with clouds a n d  e v e r y  e y e  s h a l l  h i m  
visible to every eye, and Lave a body that can be’ seen) and they 
also which peirced him.” Now who did they pierce? it was not 
the Holy Ghost, for they could not drive nails through the Holy 
Ghost, any more than you can drive nails through the wind. Butit 
was the man Christ Jesus that was nailed to the cross of Calvary 
and shed his blood for the remission of sins, that same Jesus that 
was pierced, is the same Jesus that now sits at the right hand of 
God, therefore, it must be the very same Jesus that God will again 
send,“ whom the heavens must receive, until the times of the resti
tution of all things, which God lias spoken by the mouth of all t* " j 
holy prophets, since the world began.” Now’ if the foregoing tc-'s j 
do not prove the second personal appearing of Christ, thou it wi”: 
be impossible to prove from the Bible, that there will be a second | 
coming of Christ, or a judgment day at all.

\  This is the truth and you cannot deny it. For (tu*hcr informa- j 
liow-^nghiseubjecflet  the.crrcuinstances c o n n e c t e d   ̂
this .event, and enquire for what purpose Christ will conu^Mfii^ ̂  
le t  us examine the scriptures on this-point. “ U«' toWc 
raise the righteous dead, and change the righteous living from 
m ota’ity to immortality,”  sec 1 Thcs. iv. 10— 17. “ For the 
Lird himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead 

“iii Christ shall rise first. Then wc which arc alive and remain 
stiall lie caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the ait,” see also 1 Cor. xv. 50—57. “ Now this I say
v . that fle l̂i and blood enuoot inherit the kingdom of God,

-neittier doth corruption inherit incorrupt;.-’1. 51 v. “ Behold, I 
shew you a mystery, we shall not all sleep but wc shall all be .chang
ed, in a moment, in the twinkling qf an eye, at the last trump. 
For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised, incorrupt 
ihlo, and wc shall be changed: for this corruptible must ■ 
iucorruption, and this mortal must putou immortality; 
corruptible 6hall have put on incorruption, and this 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the savin.*’- 
dcatii is swallowed up in victory. O death, \v* 
grave, where is thy victory? The stir.g of 
strength of sin is the law. Fut tlianhs 
the victory, through ovr Lord Jesus 
the sari ii u' tint is written.” hut where is :: u. . ... aa>. j*. i
“ lie  shall swallow up death in rietery. /?.e L*u.-*-t h;d will wipe ! 
away all tears from olf all faces.” see also. H >-s. a \ i i :. 14. “ 1 will j
lansom them fivm the power of the grave, 4 wi;; redeem .1 •''in from j 
death; O death, 1 will be thy plagues; O irnve, 1 will be thy do- 1 
struetion,” also, Lzc. xxxvd Ii. “ Tims -aith U;e Lord (ud; ! 
Beh-d l, O my i eople, 1 will open your grans, and i.;v.se you to ; 
come up out i f  your graves, and bring ton into the land, of Israel.” • 
2nd. il* w 111 com*'to destroy all the w lehed by the lire of his wrath, i 
see 4 ’Jl.es. i. 7. “ The Lord Jcsu- shall he revialed fr> :n heaven !• 
with his r.iiuhty angels, in tlamir.giir-\ taking veugeamc On them { 
that know net God, and that obey not the gospel of * ur I.oid Jesus ( 
Christ,” see Isa. Ixvi. 15. “ l’ehohl the Lord will e* me with tiro, j 
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to tender 1 is anger with | 
fury, and his lebuke with T unes of lire.” see 1’sa. 1. “ Cur God 1 
shall eon.*- and shall not keep silence, a the shall deu-ur bof ro him, 
an 1 i; >i: 11 l.e . ery tempestuous routid abaitt him.” Ts.a. xeaii. 3. j 
“ A ii: . before him, and burnetii up his enemies round about. <
Xepli. i i. .v. “ Therefore wait ye upon me, *aiih the l ord, until j

I
 a s  b u r ied  in  ib e  s e p u lc h r e ;  i t  w a s  th e  sa m e M a n , C h ris t  J e su s ,  
lat arose  fr o m  the d e a d  a n d  ap p ea red  u n t o  h is  d isc ip le s . He h a d s 
rea l b o d y  o f  f le sh  a n d  b o n e ,“ a n d  T h o m a s  w a s  b id  th ru st  h is  f in g e r s  
ito  th e  h o le s  th e  u a i ls  h a d  m a d e .”  T h e  d is c ip le s  f e l t  h im  a n d  b a n -  ,  
led h im , a n d  w e r e  s a t is f ie d  th a t  h e  w a s  a b o d y  o f  f le sh  and  b o n e , th e  
rry sa m e J e s u s .  I t  w a s  th e  S o ft  o f  M a n , th a t a sc e n d e d  u p  to G o d  
ie F a th e r , th e  d is c ip le s  s a w  h im  g o in g  u p  w ith  th a t  s a m e  b o d y ,  
a n d  th ere  s to o d  b y  t w o  in  w h ite  ap p a re l, w h ic h  sa id  u n to  th e m ,

5 m e n  o f  G a li le e ,  w h y  s ta n d  y e  g a z in g  up  in t o  h e a v e n . T h is  
im e J e su s  w h ic h  is  ta k e n  up  from  y o u  in to  h e a v e n , sh a ll s o  c o m e  
i l ik e  m a n n e r  a s  y c  h a v e  se e n  h im  go  in t o  h ea v en .* ’ A c t s i .  1 0 ,1 1  • 
low  le t  m e  a s k , w h o  c a n  h a v e  th e  h a r d ih o o d  to  d e n y  th e  p er so n a l  

b p e n r in g  o f  th e  S o n  o f  M an  in  th e  face o f  su c h  p o s it iv e  d e c la r a tio n s  
■ S c r ip tu r e . T h e  v e r y  ter m , S o n  o f  M a n , s ig n if ie s  n o th in g  le s s  
: a n  l u t e a l  b o d y . T h e  B ib le  n o w h e r e  sp e a k s  o f  m ore than  tw o  

l c o in in g s  o f  th e  S o n  o f  M an , w h ic h  is  h is  fir s t  and  se c o n d  c o m -  
'■ g s^ iu d  b o t h  o f  th e m  w it h  a  b o d y  o f  f le s h  a n d  b o n e .

I
T h i s l A h c  tr u th , a n d  y o u  c a n n o t  d ;n y  irf w h a te v e r  m an m a y  
y  a b o u t i t  w il l  n o t  a l te r  th e  tr u th  o f  i t .  T lie  Truth is  th e  Truth, 
t-n ten  sa y  w h a t  t h e y  w i l l ,  th e y  m ay  s a y  it  m e a n s  th is , th a t, a n d  
ic o th er , b u t  th a t  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  it  so ,  G o d  h a th  sp o k en  th e  w o rd , 
id  h e  w i l l  n o t  a lte r  it  t o  p le a se  any  m a n , or a n y  n u m b er  o f  m e n ;

 ̂ on  o fte n  sa y  a t i l in g  is  so , a n d  i t  m e a n s  th a t, b eca u se  th e y  d e s ir e  
. h a v e  jc * ~ v b v t  s u c h  p e o p le  h a v e  l it t l e  o i^n o reg a rd  for th e  tr u th  
• G pd, b j M tf  g lo r y  o f  G o d , th e y  do n o t  sp ea k  or  a c t “ w ith  a s in g le  
•'e t o /(f h l  g lo r y .o f  G o d , su c h  p e o p le  k n o w  n o t  w h a t tl^ey say , o r  
^ ic r o o f t h e y  aVrirm, th e r e fo r e , if  any sp e a k , l e t  h im  sp ea k  as th e  

A v A * *  1. l V t c r i v .  11 . “ T o  t !.e la w  and to  th e  t e s t i -  
£ l \ i f  iV -m o n ’Spell k n o t  a c c o r d in g  to  th is  w o rd , it  is -b e c a u s e  

. cue is  n o  l ig h t  in  t h e m .”  Isa . v iii .  ’ P„ “ B u t  th ey  d o  err, n o t .
• }^ii»^>Le Scriptures, jifitn'r the power of G.a.1^.-Therefore every 

luc't he:df< ami every cam. hi winded man, it He wish's lc con- 
,-A y t w ijL/ftinself an (ru le  oniL^it a right rmuei standing* of the 

fill eG o d  at his word. Let us now examine a fevv  ̂
■xis “f s?vnplurCfVt this subject. Jfllb \ix . 43—27  ̂ n! t.-at

1v words were now written, oh ! that they were prink-' • v a bo-m, 
|:at tiie\ wore graven with an iron pen' and let-in tlic roe\  hr . r.

!km»\v that my llcJcenirr liveth, and that he -shall st.v. t!ie 
tier day upon the earth, uml »!.o:ig!i after my .skin, worms «!< strov 
v hi»:’,v, ye: in my tle-h shall 1 see God, whom I shall see hr my- 
if and* mine eyes shall behold and mil anetfier, though myheir.s 
: con-mu d vyii'iiu m e.” JoJ>s%<fins to lave some idea of O’-»••**' ' 
l-sonal a ^ S ^ p n d  he had'strong confideiKe tin; ;i;e should see 

lim, for *r*.*h his eyes that he should see him >nnd upou
lie cart!* ‘ ,c. f e l l  never has seen him stand.upon the earth yet, 

-c.fnfhe knew hc<hould see him, therefore, Job must be rais
ed from the dead before lie ran sec him, for he is to have a body o f  
tadi, in vv.b'Gi he shall see tTWjord, for he says, in my flesh shall 
, see him, u -t th;v dc-h vvLiiW’iiie worms eat up, he knew although 
he worm-* • l’.-i ' * .p*£^lrhc knew he should have a now body 
1 the resurr*-. d * * -the just, it should be a body of flesh and bone. 
Bade iniMM unto Christ’s gloriou> body, sec, 1'iiih iii. 20.
U>)^r itfi6M p;-!TTloi) is in heaven, fronitu )ieikc wc look for the Saviour 
lie I/ird Jesus Christ.”  21 v. “ Who shall change our vilcjbody 
liat it m. y he fashioned like unto his g!or;o-.> body.” • This shews 

\t U :i> i 1 .1S .i h.. ;v. mid all the saint-, when raise*! and glnritied,
I h ..!\ lik c’his. 1 Tt.es. iv. 1 *i— 1€. “ l or the Lord
,m-:.i sh id de-ccud from he.iv.m with a sh it. with the voire o f  

. Art liungel, with the tiump of God. 2 l he-, i.. 7-^-9. “ When 
Lord Je :;s shall l-e revealed from heaven with, bis-m ighty  

•.jĵ -ls in flaming lire, taking vencoahVe on them thatrtuovv not 
jo .fu n d  oh. y nvit t!.e gospel of our Lord Jesus C hri-\ when he

I a ll eome to h r  gl aim'd in hi- M in ts , and t" be admired in all them 
lat believe.” Those words elrarly prove t’.«; second personal ap- 
caii:;-. of l liri-t to di liver Ids people and puni-h his^rlver-nries.

E‘or tl.i aj < sth- declare-, positively, that “ the l ord him-elf shall, 
esi end fV« in heaven, he will appear a- the gnat God and our 
(avionr, Je-us 1‘liri-t,” see 'lit. ;i. 13 — 11. ‘'Looking tor that 

He-sed h o le  and glorious appearing of the great G 'd and our Sa* 
tour, Jesu sl/h iis i, who gave l.im-elf for r s : t: o 1- might redeem 
Is 'Vom a ! i ,i unity, and puriiy unto h im d f. ■ p r ili -.r people, 
talons o f yd works.” l i i  ic we see tl; -. the very gira •* e-us
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the day that I rise up to the prey, for my determination is to gather 
the nations, that I may assemble the kingJoms to pour otit upon 
them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger; for all the earth 
shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy,*’ sec Nahum i. 2, 5, f». 
“ God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth, the Lord rerengeth and 
is furious, the Lord will take vengeance on his adversaries, he re* 
serveth his wrath for his enemies." 5 v. “ The mountains quake 
at him, the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, 
the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his 
indignation ? and who can abide in the ficrccuess of his anger f 
his fury is poured out like fire," see Mai. iv. 1. “ Behold, the day 
cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 
that do wickedly, shall be stubble: the day that comcth shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch,” sec Mat. iii. 12. “ Whose fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, the wheat will he gather 
into his garner, but lie will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire." Mat. xiii. 41, 42, 4‘J, 50. “ The Son of man shall send
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity, aud shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and. gnashing of teeth.” S» 
shall it be at the end of this world. 1 Thes. v. 2—3. “ For when
they shall say peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not 
escape,” see Jude 14—15. “ Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these things, say in ir, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, to convince 
all that arc ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of their h-.rd speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 3rd. lie will come to 
take his kingdom, which shall never be destroyed, and Christ and 
his people shall possess this kingdom, and rci^n for ever and ever, 
after the wicked arc all destroyed. Dan. vii. 14. “And there 
was given him dominion aud glory, and a kingdom; his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, aud his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” Bead Luke xix. 12 — 1 5. 
Bead 2 Tim. iv. 1. Dan. vii. 18, 22, 27. Mat. xxv. 34. Luke 
xii. 32. Luke xxii 20. I Cor. ix. 25. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Jam. i. 12.
1 Peter v. 4. You must examine these texts yourselves, as l ha\c 
not room in this column to write them in full length. 1 will al>o 
give you a few more texts of scripture, which relate to the new 
earth as being the true inheritance of Christ and his saints forever 
in the resurrection, clorilied, immortal state. Bead l*sa. xxxvii.!», 
\ I , 22, 28, 2'.*, 34, also, Prov. ii. 21—22. Prov. x. 30. Isa. lx. 21. 
'■»t. v. 5. Bcv. v. 10. 2 Peter iii. Bead the whole chapter,

’ over and over njaiu, examine it well, and pray for the 
'  Holy Spirit as you read.

f  To he continued in the next.)

T in tin: ciikonology
j f  '  l ’U O l'H K C Y :

- / /
---00--- I.

I. V*.'b arn by tin* fulfilment of those pn dictions 
xvlibn shadowed fintli tin* events which were to precede 
flic coming of Christ, that that event is now at the doors. 
Among tiie discursive prophecies, we con find none un- 
fulfilcd, save suHi us are connected witli the second ap
pearing of our Saviour, and subsequent events. The 
glorious visions of the latter day glory of the church, 
which, for the last one hundred \cars. have been 
applied to the doetiim* of a temporal milb nium, are 
evidently only applicable to the earth redeemed, when, 
in the restitution of all things spoken of by the mouth < f 
all the holy prophets, the saints of the Most High will 
take the kingdom and possess it for ever even for ever

and ever. Then the kingdom and dominion and the j 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall j 
be given to the people of the saints ei the Most high. I 
whose kingdom shall he an everlasting kingdom, and all | 
dominions shall serve and obey him: and then the meek j 
shall possess the earth. Also those predictions which i 
have been supposed by sonic to prid'd the restoration 
of the carnal Jew to the land of Judea. can only refer to j 
the restoration of all of the faith of «»ur lather Abraham , 
to the new earth, wherein dwcllcth )igi:;cmi**nc*s. • 

In the discursive prophecies, we j.ud that we have; 
passed down in fulfilment of each succeeding, event, to ! 
the very termination of the list Irak in the chain of pro- ; 
photic events. |

"We have passed through all the kingdoms symbol:/.- , 
ed by the different metals of tin* image see n by Xcbu- : 
chadnczzar, 'Dan. 2., and are now at the very end of 
the toes of the image, and only waiting for the stone cut j 
out of the mountain w ithout hand . to Mnitv.* the same i 
image on its feet and break it Tn pivci s. m> that noplace | 
shall be found for any of the kingdom* of this world, , 
w hen the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom w hich , 
shall never be destroyed : and tie- k-ngdom shall not be 
left to other people, hut it shall breed-: in pieces and con
sume all these kingdom*, and it si; >11 stand lbr ever. 
We have also passed all the successive kingdoms, and 
their division symbolized in the seviutl: ol Daniel : and ; 
are only waiting for the Ancient ofJ )e\ *■ n> slay the fourth 
beast, give its body to tin* burning fame, and give the j 
dominion, glory and a kingdom. t<> on ■ I ke the Son ol I 
man, that all people, nation* and !align; ivs should serve j 
him : Ins dominion is an everlasting dominion, which j 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall i 
not be destroyed. We liavc passed the kingdoms and 
powers symbolized in Daniel N : am! only wait for the 
horn that waxed exceeding great, to 1; * ’ without
band, and the cleansing of the sanctuary. 'I he i *. * v.ts 
predicted in Dan. 11 and 12 b-oe all been lulliled in 
the* history of this world, but tl winding up of Michael, 
the time of trouble such as neve; v- .|s, since there was a 
nation, the delivering of the people of (.••-«], found writ- 

! ten in the book, and the awaking of those w ,o. ' ;,,»hr
dust of the earth, some to everlasting life, and sr..,._ in 
shame and everlasting contempt. We have parsed all 
the events mentioned by our Saviour in Matt. 21. be fore 
the coming ol the Sen of man in the ebnids oi heaven. 
W c have passed the only event mentioned by Paul, in 
2 Tliess. 2, to delay the coming of ClirNt, and only wait 
for the Man of Sin to be destroyed by the brightness ol 
Christ’s coming. And we have a No the successive 
changes in the adaiis of this world, brought to xiew in i 
the Apocalyps of John, and only wait the first resurrec
tion, the new heavens am! earth, and the reigning with i 
Christ for ever on the earth We are iiu ivlbre, r.< ar the ; 
judgment, and should lie in momentaiy expectation of 
the coming of the Son of man.

II The signs of the tiim-s admoni-h ih ol the near
ness of that event. \ \  e have seen the fearful sign** and i 
great sights predicted by the prophets : the wo'J  
------------------------» *
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heaven  and earth.—the blood and fire and pillars of i 
smoke. and darkening of the sun and moon, foretold by , 
Joel, to precede the great and the terrible day of the \ 

L o r d . The sun has been darkened, the moon has with- ; 
held her light. and the stars have fallen like leaves from I 

| the vine, or li:;s from the ti^-tree when shaken by a ■
; mighty wind, nccordinj: loihe word of our Saviour in j 
j Matt. 2-1: so that we may know, as he commanded us to, i 

when we should see these thin;.:*. the ircnenraton which 
| saw the lirst of these events. May T.), i?SO, will not pass 

away, till the I.ord come. We have seen the hcapim:
I together of tiva-ure spoken of hy James, chap, o :  the 

unwillingness of men to hear sound doctrine predicted 
by Paul. *2 Tim. 1 : the seoiibrs that Peter 2 Pet-r d : 
predicted should arise- in the la*t times, saying. Where 
is  the promise i f his e -min.;: We have seen the pcril- 

j ous times, the departing from tin- faith, and the arLir.e: 
of false teacher', spoken, of l>y the Apostle*, who would 
brinjr damnable heresies and turn many unto f.bles. 
We are also under the sixth seal «.f Jiev. f>: hetwe-. n the 
falling of tlie star* like tiurs from tl.e tree, and the d. part- 
ili;_C (>f the heavens like a scroll when it i> rolled together: 
in the Laodiei-.tn state of tiie ehnrcli : und.er the sixth 
trumpet, with the seventh just ready to sound, an 1 the 

1 last woe ready to come quickly.
j III We ;,i -i find that we must be Hear the end of 
j all the proplutV periods. The six thousand, year* from 
’ creation, ace- -niiiu: to the best chronology, expires about 
; 1N l d— 1. The se\en times of L, v. 2b : hcuuniu.; with 
; the captiuty of .Maiia**ch. arconlin  ̂ to the best chreno- 
1 lowers, commenced 11. C. 077: an ! must terminate about 
1 1 8  l*‘»— I Tic - .meat Jubilee, bem-min  ̂ i: 1 i the *ew nty 
! years captivity i:i Ilabvloii, according to tlie chron, <1<-a t *.
| berran II. (h bit 7. and mn*t theivtore terminate ab-»ut A. i 
i D. 18 Id— 1. And tiie Iddd days of Dan. 12: beiriv.n’n:;
; with the iir*t . a icsiastical war. when the daily had been 

te.hr*u away, and that wieked was revealed, which ac
cording to tlie best h;* ‘ -rians was about b'dK, mu*t ex
pire about A. I). IS 1,, -* 1. |

Having tin-r-.-f •*••■'*. en the fultibneut of all tlu*r p:o. 
phccics, -w \f ''etl the appear;, nee of all thv*c s:j;n*.

. and V ,;.iat p c ,in: of time w!,eii all the prup:u*ic
}»e, .vus appear to terminate, sustained by the k  *t h>- 
toneal and chronological c\idencc. w c cannot b thrfrom 

; tin1 U'lu riiu: in of eternal realities. We omrht. 111• m - 
. lore, not to sleep as do other*.

Tin: spins of the tim es.

The second coming of the Laid was to hi* immedi- 
ately preceded hv three classes of advent teachers : 
those who say, “ Mv Lord dcl.iyclii his comiug.” M:itt. 
2.) : : those who saw “ Behold the lbidegrooui com- ;
eth, go ye out 1i> meet him,” Matt. 2~) : f l : and those , 
who enquire. ••Where is the promise ot his coming.”  

n ♦ 3 :  1. ;

The first were to put the world— or wise and foolish 
virgins—to sleep on the subject of the advent, by their 
opiate of a temporal millennium. The second were , 
to break their slumbers by the midnight cry ; and the 
third were to attempt to quel the excitement by their 
scepticism.

‘•Knowing this first, that there shall come in the ; 
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.”  2 1 
Pet 3 : 3. The second coming was to be the subject 
of those special scoffs. It was natural to suppose that , 
while the midnight cry was uiged, the immediate com
ing of the Bridegroom, on the authority ot the divine j 
promise, it would provoke the infidel taunt, "Where j 
is the promise of his coming : ” The scullers may be 
expected to increase in number and bo.duess. with 
every seeming delay. |

They reason against the conflagration, not from re- I 
relation, but from what they assume as matter ot met, ! 
namely the permanancy ot our solar system—the lung . 
continued and harmonious action of the laws of na- j 
ture. “ Since the fathers tell asleep,” say tney, *\i;: 
things continue as they were from t lie beginning of the i 
creation.” *’Tis madness, Tis fanaticism.’ to suppose j 
that nature’s laws will undergo such suspension as 
to allow of the world’s dissolution.

It is in vain that we remind them of the deluge, a j 
catastrophe as much above the laws of nature, as the 
dissolution of our earth by fire. “ For this they will- 
ingly arc ignorant of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the 
water and in the water. Whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished.”  That , 
scepticism, which refuses its assent to the prophecy of : 
the future, rejects the history of the past. !

The flood was brought upon the old world by the 
word ot Gvd.—that icvrd which controls all the laws' 
of nature. “ But the heavens and the earth, which are ' 
now hy the same word, are kept in store, reserved ; 
unto fire, against the day of judgment and perdition 1 
of ungodly men.”

'I he first class are not called scoffers They call : 
the Saviour, their Lord, and a ss e n t  to the doctrine of 
his second coming. Tl.cv nn rclv obiect to the time I 
“ My Lord, lelayeth.”  or i> long in coming. And ti.cn . 
in the I9th ver>e, intimates that they arc j ersons of. 
influence or aithoiity  in oppressive organizations — 
“ Ami shall begin to smite l.i> fo.low servants.”  It is 
not said of these person?* that they are drunkards: bat 
that they **eat ami drink wiiii the diunkcu.” How 
far the fashionable iciigious festivals of the day fulfil 
this prediction, the render must i .<lge.

Peter gives us the eh nacter oft.be scoflVrs. verscod, 
“ Walking after their own lusts.” Those who sav, 
“ My Lord delayeth Ins coming,”  are brought into 
very close communion with the scoffer.

All three ol these classes ate now teaching. This 
is a sign ot the times, an indication of the last duvs, 
and of the immediate i \  ruing cf the Lord. The mid- , 
night cry is sounding’. His coining will be like the
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succession of morning to midnight. Wake up, ye 
slumbering virgins. “Behold, the bridegroom cometh I 
Go ye out to meet him! ’* *

“ But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart** 
—(Reader, is this the sentiment of thy heart)—My 
Lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin to eat and 
drink with the drunken; the Lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asun
der”—sunder him from all his organizations in which 
he trusts, and appoint him his portion with the hypo
crites : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.**

W ILL THE WORLD BE DESTROYED SO SOON: 
--00--

“ I t  would be very foolish for a man to spend many 
years in building a house, and then burn it up.'* v 

This was the argumeN$#f a young lady who eoulcl not 
bear to think that “ all things shall be dissolved.” 
i Such persons seem to forget that our habitation, which 
God at first called very good, is defiled by sin, defaced 
by the curse. When Paul wrote to the Hebrews, he 
Could say of the earth, “ which bringeth forth briers and 

j thorns,” it “ is nigh imto cursing; whose end is it to be 
J  burned.” »

,:1̂ W e believe that God is going to restore it, as a nc\v 
■$n is made by melting an old one; “ we look for new 

| ^ .vens and a new 6qrth, wherein dwelleth righteous.
1 few .'1 Then “ t^erc shall be no more curse,” as we 
.arc*told in Rev. xxi. 9. When a wise man finds his

v
* houjsg defied #rtd broken, should we not expect him to 

make it over new : On this point, we find the follow ing 
sentiment in a commentary on the second Epistle of 
Peter, by Mr. Win. Adams, Rector of St. Gregory’s 
Church, published in London, in 1 (>(>(). 

k “ Toward the latter end .of the world, charity shall 
E wax cold, pi* ty he nipped with a frost, and faith almost 

starved to d« nth, and the world thus benumbed, shall 
: j be s< t on file. It is perfection, not abolition, winch is 
I j the mutual appetite of heaven and earth. This woiM 

| shall have, not a destructive, but a perfective end. 'I Ik* 
vorld shall be re-polished, man immoi t.di/od, and in all,

. Cod d.all be glorified”
() v.hat a glorious hope to all true behvwrs, but aw- 

i il to sfuH’i is, who now make 1: >•.t of th--e tilings!
iVa.d'-r. arc ym looking h*r the I ,or<l, or arc y  ■ a ■-■cof̂ i :

“ THE DELUDED.”

“ W e  do n o t  d o u b t y o u r  s in c e r ity ,”  sa y  m a n y , “ b u t w e  e s te e m  

y o u  d e lu d e d .”  W e ll ,  b e  i t  so . A sh o r t  t im e  w ill  u n e r r in g ly  d is 

c lo se .  N o  d o u b t  m u ch  sy m p a th y  h a s b e e n  e v in c e d  b y  th o se  w ith  

w h o m  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a s so c ia te d  in  t im e  p a s t ; b u t th e ir  p e r c e p tio n  

i s  b l in d e d — th e  g t e a t  tr u th s  o f  the  k in g d o m , its  n a tu r e  an d  c h a r a c 

ter , th e y  do  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d , T h e  g lo r io u s  th e m e  o f  the  p e r so n a l  

se c o n d  a d v e n t  o f  C h r is t, a ffec ts  n o t th e ir  h e a r t . T h e y  c a n n o t  d iv in e  

w h y  w e  s h o u ld  e m b ra c e  su c h  v i e w s : b u t  w e  do n o t  w o n d e r  th a t  

th o se  w h o  c a n n o t  ta k e  G od  a t  h is  w ord , w h o se  m in d s  are n o t in f lu e n 

ced  b y  th e  B ib le ,  arc th u s  p e r p lex e d . B u t w e  w il l  le t  th a t p a ss .  

W e  k n o w , for  o u r se lv e s , w e  have a c te d  from  a c o n v ic t io n  o f  d u ty ,  

w h ic h  w e  c o u ld  n o t, as h o n e s t  m en , e v a d e  -  from  a c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  r ig h t ,  e n g r a v e n  o n  our h e a rts , a s  w ith  a p e n  o f  s te e l .  W e  have  

o p e n ly  a v o w e d  o u r  f a it h — have p la in ly  g iv e n  to th e  w or ld  th e  r e a so n  

o f  ou r  h o p e . A n d  h a v e  th e y  b een  m e t ?  H a v e  th e y  b een  s a tis fa c 

to r ily  a n sw e r e d  ? H a s  the  “ a b s u r d ity ”  o f  ou r  v ie w s  b een  sh o w n  ? 

W e a n sw e r , N o !  A ll p a s t  “ r e fu t a t io n s ”  have ten d e d  o n ly  to  

s tr e n g th e n  o u r  fa ith , to  confirm  us as to  th e  c o r r e c tn e ss  o f  our  

p o s i t io n — e v e r y  r e v ie w  h as fa ile d  to  sw e r v e  us from  our p u rp o se  —  

th e  d e n u n c ia t io n s  from  the p u lp it  an d  th e  p r e ss  h a v e  fa llen  p o w e r 

le s s  a t  uur f e e t .  T h e  tru th  lia s  a p p e a r e d  m ore g lo r io u s , m ore  

firm ly  g r o u n d e d  a n d  ro o ted  by  th e  u n r e le n t in g  o p p o s it io n  w h ic h  

h a s b e e n  a r r a y ed  a g a in s t  i t . — T h e  e y e  o f  o u r  fa ith  rest s o n  th e  im 

m u ta b le  w o r d  o f  G o d . T h e  m ore w e  s tu d y  its  b le s s e d  p a g e s , th e  

m o re  e s ta b l ish e d  w e  b e c o m e .

T h e  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t, a n d  s e t t in g  up  o f  th e  e v e r la s t in g  k in g d o m ,  

are th e  n e x t  g r e a t  e v e n ts  in  th e  c h a in  o f  p r o p h e c y . T h e se  fu n d a 

m e n ta l p r in c ip le s  in  ou r  fa ith , r e m a in  u n s h a k e n . T h e  m ig h ty  

fa b r ic  has b e e n  reared  w ith  a b a s is  as firm  as th e  p illa r s  i f  h e a v e n —  

i t  w i l l  s ta n d  a s  fa st  a s  th e  a d a m a n tin e  b i l l s ,  w a n t in g  o n ly  f o r ^ t s  

e n t ir e  c o m p le t io n , th e  to p -s to n e  to  b e  b r o u g h t  fo r th  w ith  s h o u t in g , : 

c r y in g , G ra c e , g r a c e  u n to  i t .  *  j

I f  a  b e t te r  r iieory  can  b e  a d d u ce d , i f  th e  p r o p h e c ie s  can  b e  m p re  

s a t is fa c to i^ i^ jS p la in e d , w h y  is  it  n o t  d o n e  ? E v e r y  effo ttjj'*  

h a s  p r o v ed  a fa ilu r e . A s m a n y  d ilfe r c n t  v ie w s  h a v e  h e e n ^ iv ^ ta  b y  

ou r  o p p o n e n ts ,  as th e re  have b e e n  d e p a r tu r es  from  t h e p r e n j ^ s  w e  * 1 

o c c u p y . In  c o n c lu s io n , w e  w o u ld  sa y , w o  re st , f f f m T c t o ^ ^  o n  

th e  Word o f  G o d . A  m ore h a r m o n io u s  v ie w  o f  S c r i p t u r ^ P ^ n o t  

b e e n  g iv e n . I t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e .

K N O W LE D G E  SHALL BE INCREASED.

The Scriptures assure us, that at the time of the j 
end, knowledge shall he i n c h k a s k d , in reference to j 
the words of the hook, or vision of Daniel, which we j 
understand, dot's not consist in the whole truth being ; 
perceived at once, hut a grndml developmient, unto . 
the end. It is also said, that t!i•' \vu*k<\l shall do ;
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wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand, but 
the wise shall understand. This surely teaches, that 
those who are wise, according" to the acceptance of 

i inspired truth,will understand the burden of this vision,
: which relates essentially to the coming of the Son of 
! Man in the clouds of heaven. There is no reason then 
! for us to he discouraged and faint in our minds, fur 
!■ this promise will assuredly he fulfiled. The truly 
| wise, who are led by the Spirit of God, will be led into 
! all truth, and before the Lord appears, will know or 
understand the time appointed. Though the vision 

' has tarried after our first expectation, yet the prophet 
! gives a second clue of encourngment, unto which time 
j we are to wait, and beyond which it will not tarry.
| The apostle, also confirming it through the Spirit, says, 
j ‘-yet h little while,” etc., and then adds, that, “ the 
; just shall live by faith,” in this second assurance.
I Many have runned to and fro, through prophetic time, 
j and not only the wise, but the unwise, and the oppos- 
ers of our faith, have rendered essential service to the 

! truth, through criticisms of chronology, and corrected 
translations of the original, although in their hearts 
they meant not so. In a late woik of Dr. Jarvis’s 
(an acknowledged linguist) in opposition to our views, 
he gives the following correction of the English trans
lation of Matt. xxiv. 3d, “ But of that day and hour 
maketh known, no man (instead of knoweth) no not 
the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” We have 
also consulted other unquestionable authorities, which 
confirm this criticism. This reading entirely alters 
the meaning of the passage, which has been the great 
weapon, otfensive and defensive, of unbelievers. I t  is 
exactly opposite to the almost universal sentiment, 
that no one ran ever know anything about the day or 
the hour, and unbelief which has been too long cherish
ed. even by Adventists. We have often feared that it 
was the foundation of sand, on-which lukewarm thou
sands have built their hopes of peace and safety, while 
the thunders of the last tempest are muttering in the 
distance. If no one “ maketh known ”  the day or the 

vh^-'vbitf^the Father, surely in his revealed word, we 
|4ib»y expect to find that knowledge. We are com

manded to search and know his will, and by his pro- 
I phets he complaints, “ Yea, the stork in the heavens 
| knoweth her acpoiwei) time, and the turtle, and the 
j crane, and the swallow, observe the time of their 
coming, hut my p^opje know not the judgment of the 
Lord also, “ my'^jgoplc are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge, uecavsktoou hast rejected knowledge. I 
will also reject th.ee.” ""fc^us tlftmNbejcareful that we 
may not at last be found among the number'4* who are . 
willingly ignorant.” I ̂ receiving the above transla
tion, and considering the harmony of the prophetic 
types and periods, the conviction has pressed upon us, 
with a new and unspoken power, that the knowledge 
of the inspired word will be so increased and develop
ed. that  the exact time may be understood and receiv

e d .  l>y faith in God. In the ease of Noah we find a 
♦or this expectat ion,  for when the time was

nearly fulfiled, the day was signified to the believing 
f e w , who accordingly entered the ark and were saved. 
Let us then leave the things which are behind, and 
reach forth unto those things which are before, and 
seek diligently to know the whole counsel of God, for 
even the secret of the Lord is with those who fear him.

THE SEVENTH MONTH.

About a year since, I read Bro. Miller’s view of the 
types of the Mosaic dispensation, of which, he says, 

i 4* you will find all the ceremonies of the typical law, 
j that were observed in the first month,or vernal equinox, 
j had their fulfilment in Christ’s first advent and suffer- 
I ings, hut all the feasts and ceremonies in the seventh 
: month, or atumnal equinox, can only have their ful- 
| filment at his second Advent.”  1 have found it to be 

so s'weet and glorious a privilege to wait and watch 
daily for the manifestation of Jesus, but I have been 
slow of heart to receive all that the prophets have 
written, which has been supposed by some of our 
brethren, to relate to a definite and still future date. 
Yet my whole heart says, the will of the Lord be done. 
Let God be tnie, though every man should prove mis
taken ; and let the t r u t h  stand, though the heavens 
fall. Since our devoted Bro. Snow has been with us, 
I have been led more seriously to consider the mean
ing of these shadows of things to come, and to under
stand that the body, or substance, is of Christ. When, 
he was with his disciples he taught them, that he cam< 
to fulfil the law, and that every jot and tittle must ha** 
its accomplishment. We find that the time and circum
stances of his death, minutely correspond with the type 
of the paschal lamb, even unto the day, and the hour 
of the day in which it was slain If lie accomplished 
such a definite fulfilment in his first Advent of the type 
before given, why should we doubt the conclusion that 
the types of the seventh month “ can  only have their 
fulfilment at his second coming?” We have believed I 
and fully expressed that t ie  t i m e  is r e v e a l e d , and j 
that it is the duty of evciy one to search and under- ; 
stand, as the ancient prophets did, see 1 Peter i. : 
11. “ They searched, what, or what manner of time, 1
the Spirit of Christ, which was in them did signify j 
unto whom it was revealed, See.”  We should, there- * 
fore, submit to the leadings of the Father’s uneiring \ 
providence and follow Christ and his truth, and not !

. Settle down in the error of our opponents, and say 
the^xact time is sealed, the prophetic mine exhaust j 
ed, and wisdom must die with us. No. trulv, forGod ! 
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world, j 
and of that day and hour maketh known, none save ! 
the Father, and the wise shall understand. Let us 1 
then not look back into Egypt, but listen to the voice ■ 
from the pillar of fire, which reproves our sadness, i 
saying. •* wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto j
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I “ 0  YE OF LITTLE FA ITH.”C h ris t .— T h e  h a r v e s t  i s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r ld  ; l e t  th e  tares 

a n d  th e  w h ea t g r o w  t o g e t h e r  t i l l  t h e  h a r v e s t — th e  tares  a r e  th e  
c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  w i c k e d  o n e , a n d  t h e  wheat a r e  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  
t h e  k in g d o m .

C h u rch .— F o r  a  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  n o  t r ia l s ,  
t e m p t a t io n s ,  o r  a f f l i c t io n s .

A p o stle .— T h r o u g h  m u c h  tr ib u la t io n  w e  a r e  t o  e n te r  in to  th e  
k in g d o m .

C h u rch .— F o r  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  p r io r  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r ld  
a l l  w i l l  b e  o f  o n e  h e a r t  a n d  o n e  m in d — h o l in e s s  s h a l l  d w e l l  o n  
e v e r y  t o n g u e .

A p o stle . — T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  s c o f f e r s  in  th e  l a s t  d a y s ,  s a y in g ,  
“  W h e r e  i s  th e  p r o m is e  o f  h is  c o m i n g ?’’— F a ith fu l W atchm an.

THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT.

H o ly  S c r ip t u r e  p la in ly  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  b u t  one c o v e 
n a n t  m a d e  w i t h  A b r a h a m , r e la t in g  to th e  land of canaan. 
G o d  d id  p r o m is e ,  G e n .  1 2 : 7 ,  to  g iv e  th a t  la n d  to  A b r a h a m ’s  
seed. G e n .  1 3 : 1 5 .  1 7 , G o d  d id  p r o m is e  th e  la n d  to  h im  an d  h is  
s e e d ,  a s  fa r  $ g  h e  c o u ld  s e e .  G e n .  15 : 1 8 ,  G o d  d id  p r o m ise  to  
give to  M ^ S C e d  th e  la u d  from  t h e  r iv e r  o f  E g y p t ,  to  th e  g r e a t  
r iv e r  E u p h r a t e s .  G e n .  1 7 : 8 ,  h e  p r o m is e d  a l l  th e  la n d  o f  
C a n a a n  to  A b r a h a m  a n d  h is  s e e d  fo r  a n  e v e r la s t in g  p o s s e s s io n .  
N o w  d id  G o d  e v e r  fu lf i l  e ith e r  o f  t h e s e  p r o m is e s  to  A b ra h a m  
o r  h is  s e e d ,  th e  l i t e r a l  J e w s  ?— 1 t h in k  n o t . G o d  n e v e r  g a v e  to  
t h e  J e w s  o n e  f o o t  o f  la n d  a s  t h e ir  o w n . B u t  d id  n o t G o d  te l!  
A b r a h a m  h e  w o u ld  b r in g  th e m  b a c k  from  b o n d a g e  to  th a t la n d ,  
a f t e r 4 0 0  y e a r s ?  H e  d id ;  b u t  h e  d id  n o t s a v  l ie  w o u ld  g iv e  
th e m  t h a t  la n d . H e  le t  it  o u t  to  th e m  a s  h u s b a n d m e n .  S e e  
A^att. 2 1 : 2 3 .  “  H e a r  a n o th e r  p a r a b le :  T h e r e  w a s  a  c e r ta in  
h o u s e h o ld e r ,  w h i c h  p la n te d  a  v in e y a r d ,  a n d  h e d g e d  it r o u n d  
a b o u t ,  a n d  d i g g e d  a  w in e - p r e s s  in  i t ,  an d  b u i l t  a  to w e r , a n d  le t  
i t  o u t  to  h u s b a n d m e n ,  a n d  w e n t  in to  a  far  c o u n t r y .  A n d  w h e n  
th e  t im e  o f  th e  f r u i t  d r e w  n e a r , h e  s e n t  h is  s e r v a n ts  to  th e  h u s 
b a n d m e n , t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  r e c e iv e  th e  f r u it s  o f  it .  A n d  th e  
h u s b a n d m e n  t o o k  h is  s e r v a n ts ,  a n d  b e a t  o n e ,  a n d  k i l l e d  a n 
o t h e r ,  a n d  s t o n e d  a n o th e r . A g a in  h e  s e n t  o t h e r  s e r v a n ts  m o re  
th a n  t h e  f ir s t, a n d  th e y  d id  u n to  th e m  l ik e w is e .  B u t ,  la s t  o f  a l l  
h e  s e n t  u n to  t h e m  h is  s o n ,  s a y in g ,  T h e y  w i l l  r e v e r e n c e  m y  s o n .  
B u t  w h e n  th e  h u s b a n d m e n  s a w  th e  s o n , th e y  s a id  a m o n g  t h e m 
s e l v e s ,  T h is  i s  t h e  h e ir ;  c o m e ,  l e t  u s  k i l l  h im ,  a n d  le t  u s  s e iz e  
o n  h is  in h e r it a n c e .  A n d  t h e y  c a u g h t  h im , a n d  c a s t  h im  o u t  o f  
th e  v in e y a r d ,  a n d  s l e w  h im . W h e n  th e  L o r d  th e r e fo r e  o f  th e  
v in e y a r d  c o m e t h ,  w h a t  w i l l  h e  d o  u n to  t h o s e  h u s b a n d m e n ?

• T h e y  s a y  u u tb  h im , H e  w i l l  m is e ia b ly  d e s tr o y  th o se  w i c k e d  
m e n , a n d  w i l l  l e t  o u t  h is  v in e y a r d  u n to  o t h e r  h u s b a n d m e n ,  
w h ic h  s h a l l  r e n d e r  h im  th e  f r u it s  in  th e ir  s e a s o n s .  J e s u s  s a it h  
u n t o  th e m , D id  y e  n e v e r  r e a d  in  th e  S c r ip tu r e s ,  T h e  s to n e  
w h ic h  th e  b u i ld e r s  r e je c t e d ,  th o  s a m e  is  b e c o m e  tha  h e a d  o f  
th e  c o r n e r ;  t h i s  i s  th e  L o r d ’s  d o in g ,  a n d  i t  i s  m a r v e llo u s  in  o u r  
e y e s ?  T h e r e f o r e  s a y  I u n to  y o u ,  T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  s h a l l  
b e  t a k e n  fro m  y o u  a n d  g iv e n  to  a  n a t io n  b r in g in g  fo r th  th e  
f r u it s  t h e r e o f .  A n d  w h o s o e v e r  s h a l l  fa ll  o n  t h is  s to n e  s h a l l  b e  
b r o k e n ;  b u t  o n  w h o m s o e v e r  i t  s h a l l  f a l l ,  i t  w i l l  g r in d  h im  to  
p o w d e r .  A n d  w h e n  th e  c h i e f  p r ie s t s  a n d  P h a r i s e e s  h a d  h e a r d  
h is  p a r a b le s ,  t h e y  p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  h e  s p a k e  o f  th e m . B u t  w h e n  
th e y  s o u g h t  to  la y  h a n d s  on  h im , th e y  f e a r e d  th e  m u lt i tu d e ,

.. b e c a u s e  th e y  t o o k  h im  for a  p r o p h e t .”  B u t  h e  fo rb id  th e ir  e v e r  
9 s e l l in g  th a t  la n d  fo r  e v e r .  S e e  L e v . 2 5 : 2 3 ,  u  The lan d sh a ll 

not be sold f o r  every f o r  the lan d is  m ine ; Foil YE are strangers 
AND SOJOURNERS WITH ME.”

T h e  J e w s  n e v e r  h a d  an y  o t h e r  t i t le  to  t h a t  la n d  th a n  t h a t  o f  
t e n a n ts  or  h u s b a n d m e n .  T h e y  r e fu s e d  to  p a y  th e  Lord th e  a n 
n u a l  r e n t  o r  t i t h e s ,  a n d  o f fe r in g s ,  a n d  G o d  to o k  th e  la n d  fro m  
th e m , a n d  s c a t t e r e d  th em  a m o n g s t  a l l  n a t io n s .  G o d ’s c o v e n a n t  
w ith  th e  J e w s  h a s  b e e n  v io la t e d ,  a n d  th e y  h a v e  n o w  n o  r ig h t  
o r  t i t l e  to  t h e  la n d ,  e ith e r  in  t h is  w o r ld  o f  t h a t  to  conn*. T h e y  
c a n  o n ly  g a in  a  t i t le  by  b e c o m in g  C h r is t ia n s .  T h is ,  it  a p p e a r s  
to  m e ,  i s  a  p l a in  p r in c ip le ,  a h d  I  th in k  s u s c e p t ib l e  o f  b e in g  
s u s t a in e d  a g a in s t  a n y  o p p o n e n t .— E d.

W a n t  o f  f a i t h  i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  a l l  s in .  A  w a n t  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
in  th e  G o d  w h o  c r e a t e d  u s ,  w h o s e  w is d o m , b e n e v o le n c e ,  a n d  
p o w e r  s h in e  u p o n  o u r  d a i ly  p a t h ,  a n d  in  w h o m  w e  l i v e ,  a n d  
m o v e ,  a n d  h a v e  o u r  b e in g .  A  d is tr u s t  a n d  u n b e l ie f  o f  th e  
w o r d  o f  H im  w h o  fo rm e d  a n d  f in is h e d  th is  b e a u t if u l  e a r th  for' 
o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e ,  a n d  s a id ,  “  W h i le  th e  e a r th  r e m a in e th , s e e d  
t im e  a n d  h a r v e s t ,  c o ld  a n d  h e a t ,  s u m m e r  a n d  w in t e r ,  d a y  a n d  
n i g h t ,  s h a l l  n o t c e a s e . ”  T h is  i s  o u r  f o l ly ,  m a d n e s s ,  a n d  d e a th .  
A lt h o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  e a r th  h a v e  ev e r  s in c e  p r o v e d  th e  
im m u t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  p r o m is e s  a t  e v e r y  b r e a th ,  y e t  t h e y  w i l l  
n o t  b e l ie v e ,  nor  t r u s t  th e ir  in d u lg e n t  P a r e n t  o n e  u n fu lf i lle d  p r o 
m is e .  T h e  p r o m is e  ( “ s p o k e n  o f  b y  a l l  the h o l y  p r o p h e ts  s in c e  
t h e  w o r ld  b e g a n ” )  o f  h is  la s t  c o m in g  to  r e w a r d  h is b e l ie v i n g  
c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  r e sto r e  o u r  f a l le n  in h e r ita n c e  to  i t s  o r ig in a l  b e a u ty  
a n d  h o l in e s s ,  i s  n o w  a  s tu m b l in g  b lo c k  and  o f fe n c e .  A l t h o u g h  
i t  i s  the faith of o u r  d is p e n s a t io n  in  th e se  l a s t  d a y s ,  y e t  t h e  
w o r ld  c a n n o t  r e c e iv e  i t  th r o u g h  uniielief. W e ll m ig h t  o a r  
s u f f e r in g  R e d e e m e r  e x c la im ,  “ O  f o o ls  a n d  s lo w  o f  h e a r t  t o  
b e l ie v e  a l l  t h a t  th e  p r o p h e t s  h a v e  s p o k e n a n d  a g a in  a s  h e  
w e p t ,  “ I f  th o u  h a d s t  k n o w n ,  e v e n  th o u , in  t h is  th y  d a y , t h e  
t h in g s  w h ic h  b e lo n g  u n to  th y  p e a c e !  b u t n p w  th e y  a r e  h id  
fr o m  t h in e  e v e s . ”

T he B ible I nterpreter is its A uthor. — I t  is  p la in  we 
c a n n o t  a t ta in  to  th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  S c r ip tu r e  e ith e r  b y  s t u d y ,  
o r  b y  s tr e n g t h  o f  in t e l le c t .  T h e r e f o r e  y o u r  f ir s t  d u ty  m u st  b e  
to  b e g in  w it h  p r a y e r . E n tr e a t  th e  L ord  to d e i g n  to g r a n t  y o u ,  
in  h is  r ic h  m e r c y , r ig h t ly  to  u n d e r s ta n d  h is w o r d .  T h e r e  i s  n o  
o t h e r  in te r p r e te r  o f  th e  W o r d  o f  G o il b u t t h e  A u th o r  o f  t h a t  
W o r d  h im s e l f ,  e v e n  a s  h e  h a s  s a id ,  “ T h e y  s h a l l  a l l  b e  t a u g h t  
o f  G o d .”  H o p e  n o th in g  fro m  y o u r  s t u d y ,  o r  the s tr e n g th  o f  
y o u r  i n t e l l e c t ;  b u t  s im p ly  p la c e  y o u r  tru st  i n  G o d , a n d  in  t h e  
g u id a u c e  o f  h i s  S p ir i t .— M a rtin  L u th er s L e tte r  to S pa la tm .

HOW LONG, O LORD.
H o w  lo n g ,  ( )  L o r d , o u r  S a v io u r ,  

W ilt  th o u  r e m a in  a w a y  ?
O u r  h e a r ts  a r e  g r o w iu g  w e a r y  

O f  th y  s o  l o n g  d e la y .
O  w h e n  s h a l l  c o m e  th e  m o m e n t  

W h e n ,  b r ig h te r  fa r  th a n  m o r n ,
T h e  s u n s h in e  o f  th y  g lo r y  

S h a l l  o n  t h y  p e o p le  d a w n  ?

H o w  l o n g .  O  g r a c io u s  M a s te r ,
W ilt  th o u  t h y  h o u s e h o ld  l e a v e ?

S o  lo n g  h a s t  t h o u  n o w  ta r r ie d ,
F e w  th y  r e tu r n  b e l ie v e .

I m m e r s e d  in  s lo t h  a n d  f o lly ,
T h y  s e r v a n t s ,  L o r d , w e  s e e  ;

A n d  fe w  o f  u s  s ta n d  read y  
W ith  j o y  to  w e lc o m e  th e e .

IIovv  lo n g ,  O  h e a v e n ly  B r id e g r o o m ,  
H o w  lo n g  w i l t  th o u  d e la y  ?

A n d  y e t  h o w  f e w  a r e  g r ie v in g  
T h a t  th o u  d o s t  a b s e n t  s ta y  !

T h e  v e r y  B r id e  h e r  p ortion  
A n d  c a l l i n g  h a th  fo rg o t,

A n d  s e e k s  fo r  e a s e  a n d  g lo r y  
W h e r e  t h o u ,  h e r  L o r d , a r t  n o t .

O  w a k e  th y  s lu m b e r in g  v i r g in s  ;
S e n d  fo r th  th e  s o le m n  c r y ,

L e t  a l l  th e  s a in t s  r e p e a t  it,
“  T h e  B r id e g r o o m  d r a w e th  n ig h ! ” 

M a y  a l l  o u r  la m p s  be  b u r n in g ,
O u r  lo in s  w e l l  g ir d e d  lie ,

E a c h  lo n g in g  h e a r t  p r e p a r in g  
W ith  j o y  th y  f a c e  to see .
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