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' ORTHODOXY PARTIALLY RIGHT.
BY WM. GLEN MONCR!EFF, SCOTLAND.

“How loud, how deep, how piercing, are the
sounds sent forth by the archangel’s trumpet! How
does rirg, at his bidding, find its way to the deepest,
securest holds of death ; and how do countless forms,
beaming with beauty, come forth from the abodes of
desolation.”’---Dr. Joun Brown’s ¢ Resurrection of
Life.”

In a previous article, entitled “ Jesus the Life,”
we endeavored to unfold the doctrine that the
Saviouris the appointed eternalizer of his servauts,
in opposition to the common idea that they are
already by creation partakers of a common immor-
tality. We ventured to suggest that the prevailing
theology which represents him as the bringer of
happiness, and not of endless being, does sadly mis-
represent the design of his mission. This painful
fact must be pressed distinetly and high into view,
that the multitude who unintentionally limit his glory
may be compelled to acknowledge its truth, and
begin with contrite hearts to exalt him in a more
suitable manner. What interest have they in ex-
hibiting him as less than he is? None; and we are
convinced that among those who bear his name, and
up to the extent of their knowledge mention it
with love and honor, there are many who would
~ gladly hail a clear statement of his sublime fune-
tionsand prerogatives. The influence of names, and
companies, and creeds—the terror of reproach, and
the dread of worldly loss, may induce many to turn
aside from the seriptural facts we are proclaiming,
but all are not so enthralled, so weak, so selfish.
These powerful influences are neither slighted nor
ignored by us. Who would not feel for a neighbor
when he is sorely tempted ; yea, when he is seen
unresistingly to suffer himself to be tied hands and
feet with cords and withes. Truthisthe great em-
ancipator, and hence we must speak it with fulness
and love, :

We accuse our friends and brethren of substan-
tially setting aside the sublime fact that our com-
mon Saviour is the life-giver to his friends, in the
most literal sense of these terms. This is no * rail-
Ing accusation,” since we present it in kindness,
and with a true desire to share with them a happi-
ness from our views, as undeniably we divide with
them a happiness in theirs. In our opinion they
“ substantially” do what we affirm of them ; yet as
we allow in the title of this paper, they are ™ par-

tially right.” The language in our motfo is just -
such as we would employ ; and yet, afier all, it
may be understood to express more than its distin-
guished author would consent to. Indeed, we feel
sure, that were he questioned as to the meaning of
his lines, it would come out that they imported
much less than a reader of them, by themselves, -
might suppose. Such langnage is common in the
lips of popular theologians and Christians; and
though it is scriptural, it does not, when employed
by them, embody the idea that is lodged in it by
the sacred penmen. Be plainer, so one whispers :
and we shall. According to the common notion,
the souls of bhelievers are at death made perfect in
glory, and their bodies being united still to Christ,
tarry in their graves till the resurrection. Some
may prefer to have the word “ spirits” instead of
“souls;"” at present they may be taken as identical,
and of course as being what they are generally un-
derstood to designate. The soul of the believer
being in fact the man himself,—since as we often
hear the soul and not the body is the man,—is in-
capable of death, and of course had no necessity to
exercise dependence on Jesus for life. If the lan-
guage “imuortal soul” means anything, it signifies
that it—more correctly each human being—must
have lived for ever, even if the Lord Jesus had not
appeared in this world. The body may require
life from him ; all that the soul needs is happiness,
and if God judges proper, reunion with a material
frame. Man then essentially and substantially re--
quires no gift of life—no resurrection--no revival
from complete desolation. Life he never lost; life
he does not need to have restored. He is beyond
the dominion of the King ot Terrors, and requires
no deliverance from his sway. As has been orthe-
doxically said by Addison,—
“ The soul, secured in her existence, smiles

At the drawn dagger, and defies its point.

The stars shall- fade away, the sun himselt

Grow dim with age, and nature sing in years,

But thou shalt flourish in immortal youth,

Unhurt amidst the war of elements,

The wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds.”

Itis longsince the Apostle John, for example, died.
But when he expired the dissolution of the saint
was seeming, not a reality.  He die! The idea is
scouted by ‘the generality of Christians. At this
moment he is viewed in the blaze of heaven, having
acrown of fine gold on his head, and his eye
kindling with unutterable exstasy. What life—we
don’t mean happiness--has he found from Jesus?
Why, is it not admitted that had Christ Jesus failed
to redeem the world, that at this hour John would
have been as really alive, though of course dwell-
ing in a very different portion of the universe?
Life! = What life does he need? His body requires
to be re-built and re-animated by the power of
Jesus. His body! and that is confessedly not him-
self ; it is only life to a body that he requires from
the Redeemer—a body in which ke will dwell-—
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a body without which, as representations go, he is |
very blessed and very diligent. The archangel’s
trumpet is to be the signal, then, of life to bodies
—-not to men. Partially true the common doctrine |
is, but how insignificant its compass compared with |
that of the Bible announcements? On the one |
hand, it tells us that men die, and not their bodies
merely—*Man dieth and wasteth away”’—man |
giveth up the ghost, and where is he ?* “Dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou”—not a portion of |
him—¢ return ;" his breath (his breath, or spirit of \
life) goeth forth, he returneth to his earth ; in that
very day his thoughts perish.” On the other, and
of necessity, we read that it is men who are to rise,
and not a part that is to be connected with them as
an appendage or organ of activity.-~“Thy dead men
shall live---1 shall be satisfied when Jawake with
thy likeness--the dead in Christ shall rise first-~
them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him--
in Christ shall all be made alive, but every MaN in
his own order.” Assuming that the soul of man is
capable of disembodied existence, and of an immor-
tal nature, the Bible statementsabout death and the
resurrection have been modified, and in many cases
exhausted, of meaning altogether. The gelden
vessel is there, but the wine of truth is gone. As
soon as it shall be acknowledged, and we confi-
dently believe the day for this is coming, that the
soui of & man is just the organized being himself,
and that his spirit is the breath of life which is in
his nostrils, and which, at his dissolution, returns
to God who gave it. In a word, when it shall be
confessed that man is a unITY, the teaching in the
Book on the subjects of death and resurrection will
be much more easily apprehended.--much more
consistently explained.* It is reverence for God
that keeps our friends from declaring that entire
man needs-life. Thinking that the Book announ-
ces the dogma of immortal soulism, what else could
we expect them to do ? They declare Jesus gives
life to what. needs life, and a miserable conveyance
it is, since it is not life to a man, but to his future
habitation, which is quickened, not so much by any
actual infusion of life from Jesus,as by his con-
joining to the refined corporiety the deathless soul
whose presence vitalizes and warms it, like a fire
in the centre of a dwelling. Jesus is the life-
giver, then, as a conjoiner of soul and body, not as
an infuser of vitality into a resurrected, sainted
being. So worketh the heathenish doetrine of im-
mortal-soulism ; it misrepresents death’s results,
and the Redeemer’s conquest; tempts a thinking
man to believe that if all Jesus does as a life-giver,
and the resurrection, is merely what orthodoxy in
its blindness assigns him, there are in the Volume
a great many words about a very small matter.
The church of God will yet blush that this beg-
garly account of the Saviour’s life-giving glory was
ever held forth by her to the world. When Paul
shall take the place of Plato, that hour will arrive.
The final era has come, and the Saviour descends
to exert his power. He leaves yon fair mansions,
and with him are troops of souls-.things of life
and things of light---needing to be incorporated,
and on the eve of entering a fleshly abode ! The
archangel’s trumpet sounds, and forms after the
ancient model of humanity, though excelling in
beauty and majesty, start forth from the plains of

the astonished world. Each body has a soul thrust
into it, as a sword is sent into its scabbard, and the
animating force of the sometime exile from mate-
rialism, pervades the trunk and limbs as the electric
influence diffuses itself through rocks and trees,
Eternal power has labored at this humble task;
and this we are taught by orthodoxy is the grand
triumph of lmmanuel—this is his unveiling as the
Life!

Time brings on the appointed hour when the Lord
Jesus shall revisit this weary world. He comes at-
tended with squadrons of blessed angels, to be the
ministers of his will, and the spectators of his
glory. He comes with a conqueror’s might to do
a conqueror’s work, and the grandest victory earth
has ever witnessed is about to be accomplished.
The pious ones who fell asleep in the ages past, are
held in bondage by the arm of death. They arein
the_enemies’ land ; hushed are their voices ; still
their hearts; their very thoughts have long since
perished. Can these DEaD MEN live? They shall.
The trumpet peals through space; “life at His bid-
ding finds its way to the deepest, securest holds of
death;” and the innumerable heirs of the first re-
surrection have awoke—they are clad in the gar-
ments of incorruption—they are radiant with the
morning flush of perennial youth. Behold the re-
surrection and the life illustrated and confirmed ; the
long standing promises literally executed, and the
family of the redeemed emancipated from the noi-
some grave. All heaven is jubilee ; the new erea-
tion, the sons of the resurrection, take their place
on the angelic level,and send forth a triumphant
hymn to their glorious Benefactor. O death where
is thy sting, O grave where is thy vietory. Thanks
be toGod, who giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let it be written, remembered, and pondered,
« Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power.”

o
THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS.

THE MORALITY OF THE CRUCIFIXION.

BY REV,J. PANTON HAM.

(Continued from page 116.) !

‘We recur, then, to our question concerning the
cross. How came the cross, that instrument of
ignominy and suffering, to be identified with the
history of our Lord Jesus Christ? The cross was
the gibbet of the ancient Gentiles, and what has a
gibbet to do with the holy Son of God? He who
was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin-
ners,—he who came on an embassy of eternal life
from the Tmmortal God to mortal men, and to pre-
pare them personally for its enjoyments,—how
came it to pass that he should ever bend beneath
the burden of his own gibbet, and be ignominiously
put to death thereon? The question, familiar as
it is,is not without novelty, and it is moreover
fraught with the most serious and sacred interest.
It is not a question of mere theoretic theology, but
of practical morals and personal salvation. As a
question of history we are referred to the records

- of the Evangelists.

" % See the works “ Soul” and ¢ Spirit,” by W, @. Moncrieff.

The death of Christ is uniformly represented in

* Roman Pilate, and arraigned at the bar of a Roman_
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the Scriptures as the most stupendous act of human
wickedness, and as originating in the instigation of
the arch-spirit of evil,—the Devil. The impiety of
the Jews culminated in the dreadful act of putting
the Son of God to death, although even this sin
"God was prepared to forgive them, if they would
afterwards repent and believe in him whom they
had so impiously rejected. The presence of Satanic
agency in the rejection and crucifixion of Christ is
most distinctly recognized; and the whole pro-
ceeding, according to the sacred narrative, was dia-
bolic and wicked in the extreme. On this Seriptu-
ral view of the death of the Lord Jesus we are de-
sirous of fixing the reader’s attention, as a neces-
sary preliminary to the scriptural arguments which
we design to erect on it. Notwithstanding he may
be fully persuaded of the truth of this statement,
we invite him to look in detail at the evidence of its
truth, as it will better prepare him to estimate the
worth of the important conclusions at which we
shall arrive,

And, first, as to the part which Satan had in
putting the Lord Jesus to death. After the success
of his temptation in Eden, Satan is thus addressed
by Jehovah: “I will put enmity between
thy seed and her seed; it [he, viz., Christ] shall
bruise thy head [inflict a mortal wound], and thou
shalt bruise his heel”—inflict a temporary and re-
parable injury,—that is, cause Christ’s death. Now,
let it be observed how all the historic facts of the
case unite to establish this important fact, that
Satan was the great instigator and ultimate cause
of the death of Christ. When Christ had chosen
his twelve disciples, he thus addressed them:
“ Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is
a devil 77 John vi. 70. Judas was thus referred to
as the voluntary agent of the Devil in the betrayal
of his master. When the moment of the betrayal
was near at hand, and the purpose was fully formed,
we are told that, “ Supper being ended, the Devil
having put it into the heart of Judas Iseariot,
Simon’s son, to betray him,” Jesus, “ when he had
dipped the sop, gave it to Judas and after
the sop Satan entered into him.” John xiii, 2. 27.
As the moment of the betrayal drew on, and the
preparations for its accomplishment were being
made, Jesus said to his disciples : « 7The Prince of
this world cometh and hath nothing in me.” John
xiv. 30. And when the actual arrest took place, and
the person of the Redeemer, under the guidance of
Judas, was seized, addressing “the Chief Priests,
and captains of the Temple, and the elders which
were come to him,” Jesus said, ¢ This is your hour,
and the Power of darkness.” Luke xxii. 53. Thus
is it apparent, on the testimony of our Lord him-
self, that at every important step of the progress
of this unparalieled crime, Satan is recognized as
the active instigatory agent. The betrayal and
crucifixion of Christ was therefore, inthe most em-
phatic sense, diabolical ; and in the sight of God
was the highest possible expression of human
wickedness.

The historic narrative of events subsequent to
the betrayal and ‘arrest of Christ unite to show
that this great tragedy exhibits the consummation
of human guilt, and placed all who had anything to
do with it in the position of eriminals deserving the
severest marks of the Divire displeasure.

Jesus was conveyed into the palace of the

Court of Justice. At this moment the wife of the
Procurator Pilate sends an urgent message to her
husband. “Have thou nothing to do,” she says,
“with that just person, for I have suffered many
things this day in a dream because of him.” See-
ing that he could not resist the clamor of the infu-
riated people, Pilate, who had labored hard to re-
lease Christ, ealled for water, according to the cus-
tom of the times, and washing his hands as an act
of solemn abjuration, exclaimed in the presence of
them all, “ am innocent of the blood of this just
person.” “Ifind in him no fault atall.” Previous
to this disclaimer of Pilate of any participation in
the national guilt of putting Christ to death, Judas
the traitor had gone to the Chief Priests in the vain
hope of recovering the victim of his avarice, and
finding that his bargain of blood could not be re-
voked, he threw down the bribe, exelaiming, « I
have betrayed the innocent blood,” and, tormented
with remorse and despair, he went and hanged hiw-
self.  The officer of the guard in charge of the ex-
ecution of Christ, and also they that were with
him, shocked at this act of popular outrage, ex-
claimed, “Truly this was a righteous man!”
“Truly this was the Son of God!” Here is the
testimony of all the principals concerned in the
death of Christ, and that testimony is fo the inno-
cence of Jesus, hisunmerited condemnation, and
their own guilt.

The view _taken by our Lord himself of this
awful transaction exhibits it in the same sinful
light. He foretold it to his disciples as an act of
basest ingratitude,—as a betrayal. In such solemn
and condemnatory terms does he remark upon both
his betrayal and the betrayer,—“The Son of man
goeth as it is written of him: but wee unto that
man by whom the Son of man s betrayed! It had
beé good for that man if he had not been born.”
How emphatically does he express the moral char-
acter of this last tragedy of his life, when arousing
his disciples from their sleep in Gethsemane he ex-
claimed, “ The hour is come; behold, the Son of
man 1s belrayed into the hands of sinners” Need
we remind the reader of that wonderful scene on
Olivet, when Jesus saw the city and wept over it?
Were not those tears wept because of the high
hand Jerusalem, the holy ecity, was about to lift up
against God and his Christ? ¢ O Jerusalem, Jeru-
salem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them that are sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered you together as a hen doth gather
her brood under her wings, and ye would not.”
What can be more decisive of the morality of
Christ’s capture and crucifixion than his own de-
claration to Pilate, “ Hethat delivered me to thee
hath the greater sin.””  The whole proceeding was
one of high eriminality before God, and all who
had aught to do with it were chargeable with less
or “greater sin.” The merciful and meek sufferer
knew the nature of his murderers’ crime,—how
highly offensive it was to the “righteous Father ;”
hence he prayed for their forgiveness—¢ Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
And can we fail to interpret the expressive utter-
ance of the Divine feeling on this guilty occasion,
when there spread over the land a preternatural
darkness from the sixth to the ninth hour, when the
earth heaved with terrific violence, riving asunder
rocks, and exposing the sleeping-places of the dead ?

Was not this expressive, in part at least, of the dis.

»
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pleasure of the Great Looker-on, that the race
whom he mercifully designed to ransom by the
medial agency of his well-beloved Son should cast
out that beloved Son and destroy him? Whether
or not we interpret aright this preternatural cir-
cumstance, none will doubt that God was.hlglhly
displeased that he should, in the person of his bqn,
come unto his own, and his own should npt receive
him. 1In the view of the parable of the wicked hus- |
bandmen, which sets forth 'the.mo_mhty. of our
Lord’s treatment, and the estimation m.wh‘lch’(xod,
as the lord of the vineyard, regarded his Son’s re-
jection, it will not be doubted that the crucifixion
of Christ, so far from being af:ceptable to God, or
demanded by any principle of his perfect moral goy-
ernment, was altogether a guilty violation of his
holy will, and a daring defiance of his law and
authority. Otherwise, what meant our Lord w.hen
he asked his auditors, “ When the Lord of the vine-
yard cometh, what will he do unto yhose husband-
men? Did he not extort the true judgment from
the lips of the men who were about to enact the
part of those very “husbandmen,” when they say
unto him, ©He will miserably destroy those |
wicked men, and will let out his vmeyard to other
husbandmen”? ¢ T'herefore,” he replied—*there-
fore (that is, because you are about to cast the Son
of God out of the vineyard and slay him,) t'he king-
dom of God shall be taken from you and”glver} toa
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof,”—a judg-
ment which was fearfully fulfilled in" their final |
national overthrow and dispersion among the na-
tions of the world. Ay
We have detailed the several historie facts set- ,
ting forth the real moral character of the crucifix- |
ion of Christ. We have seen the judgment of
Christ as to the morality of this national act ofighe
Jewish people: and we have further seen that
God himself concurs in the general condemnation
of this tragic act as a high misdemeanor against
truth, and justice, and his own hl’gh authority. We
may expect then that our Lord’s Apostles would
in their public preaching, exhibit the national rejec-
tion of Christ in the same moral light, as a great sin
to be repented of, and needing the pardon of God.
Let the following discourses of the Apostles suflice
to show the views they entertain of the crucifixion
of their Master. On the occasions of their first pub-
lic addresses, the Apostles accuse their countrymen
of a most foul murder. * Him being delivered by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye hate taken and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain.? “ Ye denied the Holy one and the
Just; and desired a murderer to be granted you,and
Lilled the Prince of Life. “And now,
brethren,” says Peter, “1 wot that througi,t, igno-
rance ye did it, as did also your rulers” The
Apostles are careful to assure their hearers that

they had not taken God by surprise, or thwarted |

i or that he had foreseen that such a treat.
gll:nptkigz’geloved Son wojl;d receive at their hands.
They make,. too, all the allowance that charity can
permit in the awful part taken both by the people and
their rulers in this tragic affair; but they never allude
to the crucifixion of Christ as being designed to
satisfy any judicial demands of the law of God,
or to secure the moral efficiency of the Divine gov-
ernment. They speak only of it, as of a murder
most foul ; as a wicked defiance of all law and

seek the forgiveness of their crime in shedding the
blood of God’s holy and well-beloved Son. “Re-
pent,” is their earnest exhortation. “Repent ye,
therefore, and be converted,” for this Jesus whom
ye have rejected by crucifying him, is that prophet
concerning whom “Moses truly said unto the
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me, him
shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say
unto you.” ;
Here, then, are gathered together, the plain, un-
varnished facts, in reference to that great historic
fact, the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ; and
here are the commentaries, so to speak, of God, of
Christ, and of the first Christian preachers, on that
fact. Now, we appeal to the calm, enlightened in-
telligence—we appeal to the most reverential feel-
ings.of our readers—and ask, Does the Sc_rlptural
exhibition of the crucifixion of Christ give any
countenance to the popular apprehension of its
spiritual import, which it is maintained is the true
meaning of the Christian Atonement? Does it har-
monize with the history which we have been briefly
reviewing, that the crucifixion of our Lord was de-
manded for the violated honor of the Divine govern-
ment ? Does it, as set forth in the New Testament,
look like a fact that was necessary to sestore moral
harmony between God and his rebellious creatures?
It is so represented in the scheme of popular Chris-
tianity. Mark, reader, the wide divarication between
the sacred record and the modern ascendant creed.
The former, as we have seen, proclaims the eruci-
fixion to be a erime, needing to be mourned over
and repented of—the latter declares it to be the
very apex of judicial equity. The former pro-

| nounces a series of condemnations on it, as an act

uncalled for and wicked ; it was condemned by all
the principals concerned therein—the betrayer, the
Roman Judge and his wife, the Captain of the
Roman Guard, and thespectators of the execution—
it was condemned by Christ, by God, and by the
Apostles: the latter pronounces an unqualified ap-

roval of it as an event demanded for the glory of
God and the eternal good of men. The former
represents it as a violent severance of the bond
which subsisted between God and his creatures,
and a de facto rejection of God himself; the latter
represents it as the formal cementing of a spirit-
wal union between mankind and their Maker. The
former represents Safan as the ultimate author,
and wicked men as the proximate authors of the
death of Christ: the latter maintains that God him-
self was ‘the contriver and author of this great
event. The former shows that Christ was upheld
and ministered to by his Heavenly Father while
enduring the bitter opposition and wrath of men:
the latter insists that Christ’s death was an evidence
of his Father’s judicial rejection, and that he was
then enduring the infinite wrath of God. The for-
mer shows that the crucifixion of Christ was an act
most displeasing and offensive to God: the latter
that it was designed by God himself for his own
personal satisfaction as the Moral Governor of the
world. The former asserts that the death of Christ
was the crowning expression of his perfect person-
al obedience to the holy law of God, and therefore
highly meritorious, and constituting him a perfect
example to the world: the latter insists that the
death of Christ on the cross was a judicial punish-

order, human and divine ; and eall upon the perpe-
- trators and connivers at this great wickedness to

ment which God inflicted upon him as the substitute

in behalf of a guilty race. The former exhibits the -
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sufferings and death of Christ for the mitation of
the Church, who are required, like their Master, to
be “obedient unto death;” the latter declares that
the sufferings and death of Christ are beyond all
imitation, as not being in their nature and design
exemplary, but judicial, and" therefore peculiar and
unique. We need not pursue further the obvious
contrasts between the New Testament and the
popular exhibitions of the death of Christ. The
thoughtful reader will see and acknowledge that
there are very great contrasts between these two
candidates for the faith of mankind; and in vain
will he seek to reconcile and identify them, He
must accept one or the other—he cannot retain
both. The Bible and the popular exhibitions of the
death of Christ are widely divergent from each
other: they have scarcely aught in common but the
mutual recognition of the simple historic fact, that
Christ suffered death on the cross.
(7o be Continued.)
0

HUMAN MATERIALISM,

W continue our extracts from the « Appendiz”
of Br. Monerieff’s work on the Hebrew and Greek
terms for spirit. Let them be read and pondered
well; and may reason return to men who have so
long talked about that which they understood not.

[ity. We merely deny the force of any argument
| from one to the other; and moreover, that the lat-
ter, apart from express revelation (where is this
revelation given ?) is anything more than a most
precarious conclusion from guesses and presump-
tions. This is amply proved by the wavering tone
of all reasoning and speculation among the greatest
masters of both, previous to the Christian revela-
tion; and it is at that period. and at that better than
any other, that we can apply the true test of the
limits of merely human speculation on the subject.””
Edinburgh Review, No. 193, pp. 56, 57.

MATTER CAPABLE OF THINKING,

“ Your first argument T take to be this, that, ac-
cording to me, the knowledge we have being by
our ideas, and our idea of matter, in general, being
a solid substance, and our idea of body a solid, ex-
tended, figured substance ; if T admit matter to be
capable of thinking, I confound the idea of matter
with the idea of a spirit; to which I answer, no ; o
more than [ confound the idea of matter with the
idea of an horse, when I say that matter, in general,
is a solid external substance, and that a horse is a
material animal, or an extended, solid substance, with
sense and spontaneous motion. ;

The idea of matter is an extended, solid sub-
stance ; wherever there is such a substance, there
is matter, and the essence of matter, whatever other
qualities, not contained in that essence, it shall

IMMATERIALITY AND IMMORTALITY.

The following extract goes on the supposition |
that the “soul” and “spirit” of man are identical,
and that his spirit is immaterial, which we have
amply shown is a baseless conceit, Letting the
writer assume his own premises, letting him, in
fact, assume the common theory about the human
spirit, his reasoning is admirable, and displays in a |
telling manner, the weakness of all inferences con. |
cerning the deathlessness of man as resulting from |
the nature of his spirit.

“ The argument from immateriality to immortal-
ity, is evidently illogical : and though it has satis.
fied many intelligent philosophers, ought not, we
think, to satisfy, and, if understood, would not
satisfy, even an intelligent flea, to say nothing of an
elephant. For if men would but confine them.
selves to what they know, they would see that
nothing is more clear than the consciousness that
the origin or continued existence, whether of body
or spirit, depends on no will of theirs ; upon noth-
ing less than the ]ﬁat of that Power that created
both ; and certainly none ought to have seen this
more clearly than Descartes himself, who, as we
have seen, makes the conservation of his immaterial
self, from moment to moment, a distinet proof of
the existence of the Deity. As far as we can see,
therefore, material forms may, if the Divine will so
should please, be immortal: and in like manner,
Immaterial essences, by the same fiaf may become
mortal. The utmost that the doctrine of imma-
teriality infers is, that it exempts the soul from cer-
tain known causes of change or dissolution, but it
may have a term of its own, for anght we /know ;
a cause of decay peculiar to itself. “The argument
18 about as sound as if, having ascertained  that a

\man will not die of consumption, we were to infer
that neither wiil he die of anything else,

We are firmly convinced of the trath of the great '

doctrine of the soul’s immateriality and immortal-

please God to superadd to it. For example, God
creates an extended, solid substance, without the
superadding anything else to it, and so we may con-
sider it at rest: to some parts of it he superadds
motion, but it has still the essence of matter: other
parts of it he frames into plants, with all the excel-
lence of vegemti?n, life, and beauty, which is to be
found in a rose,” or a peach tree, &e., above the
essence of matter, in general, but it is still but
matter: to other parts he adds sense and spon-
taneous motion, and those other properties that
are to be found in an elephant.  Hitherto it is not
doubted, but the power of God may go, and that
the properties of a rose, a peach, or an elephant,
superadded to matter, change not the properties
of matter; but matter is, in these things, matter
still.  But if one venture to go one step further,
and say, God may give to matter, thought, reason,
and volition, as well as sense and spontaneous
motion, there are men ready presently to limit the
power of the Omnipotent Creator, and tell us “he
cannot do it, because it destroys the essence, or
changes the essential properties of matter.” To
make good which assertion, they have no more to
say but that thought and reason are not included
in the essence of matter. [ grant it; but whatever
excellency, not contained in its essence, be super-
added lo matter, it does not destroy the essence
of matter,if it leaves it an extended, solid substance ;
wherever that is, there is the essence of matter ; and
if everything of greater- perfection, superadded to
such a substance, destroys the essence of matter,
what will become of the essence of matter in a
plant or an animal, whose properties far exceed
those of a mere extended, solid substance 2

But itis farther urged, that we cannot conceive
how matter can think. I grant it; but to argue
from thence, that God, therefore, cannot give to
matter a faculty of thinking, is to say, God’s Omni-
potency is limited to a narrow compass, because
man’s understanding is so ; and brings down God’s
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infinite power to the size of our capacities. If God
can give no power to any parts of matter but what
man can account for, from the essence of matter, in
general ; if all such qualities and properties must
destroy the essence or change the essential proper-
ties of matter, which are to our conceptions above
it, and we cannot conceive to be the natural conse-
quence of that essence ; it is plain that the essence
of matter is destroyed, and its essential properties
changed, in most of the sensible part of this our
system. For it is visible that all the planets have
revolutions around certain remote centres, which I
would have any one explain, or make conceivable
by the bare essence, or natural powers depending
on the essence of matter in general, without some-
thing added to that essence which we cannot con-
ceive ; for the moving of matter in a crooked line,
or the attraction of matter by matter, is all that can
be said in the case; either of which it is above our
reach to derive from the essence of matter, or body
in general ; though one of these two must unavoid-
ably be allowed 1o be superadded, in this instance,
to the essence of matter in general. The Omnipo-
tent Creator advised not with us in the making of
the world, and his ways are not the less excellent

because they are past our finding out.
* * * i *

For to keep within the present subject of the
power of thinking and self-motion, bestowed by
Omnipotent power on some part of the matter; the
objection to this is, I cannot conceive how matter
should think. What is the consequence? ergo,
(therefore,) God eannot give it a power to think.
Let this stand for a good reason, and then proceed.
in other cases by the same. You cannot conceive
how matter can attract matter, at any distance,
much less at the distance of 1,000,000 miles ; ergo,
God cannot.give it such a power! &e.

* * * * * * * *

Though to me sensation be comprehended under
thinking in general, yet in the foregoing discourse,
[ have spoken of sense in brutes, as distinct from
thinking, because your Lordship, as I remember,
speaks of sense in brutes. But here I take liberty
to observe, that if your Lordship allows brutes to
have sensation, it will follow, either that God can,
and doth, give to some parcels of matter a power
of perception and thinking, or that all animals
have immaterial, and consequently, according to
your Lordship, immortal souls, as well as men, and
to say that fleas, mites, &e., have immortal souls,
as well as men, will possibly be looked on as going
a great way to serve an hypothesis, and it would not
very weil agree with what your Lordship says, Ans.
9, p. 64."—Laocke to the Bishop of Worcester ;

Works Fol. Ed.1740, Vol. L, pp. 588, 589, 590-592.

0 .
PRES. EDWARDS ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT.

NOTES BY REV. J, PANTON HAM, ENGLAND.

" President’ Edwards, a most impressive preacher
of the popular theory of future punishmennt, thus
describes the portion of the wicked after this life:

«The soul of a wicked man at its departure from
the body will be.made immediately sensible that it

is before an infinitely holy and dreadful God, and
his own final Judge; ‘and will then see how terrible

a God he is, how infinitely he hates sin; he will be-

sensible of the greatness of God’s anger against
sin, and how dreadful is his displeasure. Then will
he be sensible of the dreadful majesty and power
of God, and how fearful a thing it is to fall into his
hands. Then the soul shall come naked with all its
guilt, and in all its filthiness, a vile, loathsome,
abominable creature, an enemy to God, a rebel
against him, with the guilt of all its rebellion and
disregard of God’s commands, and contempt of his
authority, and slight of the glorious Gospel, before
God as its judge.  This will fill the soul with hor-
ror and amazement As soon as ever the
soul parts from the body, from that moment the
case will be absolutely determined ; there will then
be an end for ever to all hope, to everything that
men hang upon in this life; the soul then shall
know certainly that it is to be miserable to all eter-
nity, without any remedy. It shall see that God is
its enemy ; it shall see ifs judge clothed in his wrath
and vengeance. Then its misery will begin, it will
that moment be swallowed up in despair ; the great
gulf will be fixed between it and happiness, the
door of mercy will be forever shut up, the irrevo-
cable sentence will be passed. Then shall the
wicked know what is before them. Before the soul
was in distress for fear how it would be ; but now,
who can conceive the amazement that fills it that
moment when all hope is cut off, and it knows that
there never will be any difference !

«We may well suppose that when a wicked man
dies, his soul is seized by wicked angels: and that
they are round his bed ready to seize the miserable
soul as soon as it is parted from the body. And
with what fierceness and fury do those cruel spirits
fly upon their prey ; and the soul shall be left in
their hands. There shall be no good angels to
guard and defend it. God will take no care of it;
there is nothing to help it against those cruel spirits
that shall lay hold of it, carryit to hell, there to tor-
ment it for ever! God will leave it wholly in their
hands, and will give it up to their possession when
it comes to die; and it shall be carried down to
hell, to the abode of devils and damned spirits. If
the fear of hell on a death-bed sometimes fills the
wicked with amazement, how will they be over-
whelmed when they feel its torments, when they
shall feel them not only as great, but far greater
than their fears! They will find them far beyond
what they could conceive of before they felt them;
for none know the power of God’s anger but they
that experience it. Ps. xc. 11: ¢ W ho knoweth the
power of thine anger? even according to thy fear,
so is thy wrath.”

Surely not such “ anger” and “ wrath” as is here
depicted! _

« Departed spirits of wicked men,” says Pres. Ed-
wards,  are doubtless carriedto some particular place

in the universe, which God has prepared to be the re-
ceptacle of his wicked, rebellious, and miserable

subjects: a place where God’s avenging justice
shall be glorified; a place built to he the prison
where the devils and wicked men are reserved till
the day of judgment.”

Can ¢ God’s avenging justice” be “glorified” by
permitting one order of his intelligent and apostate
creatures 1o be the prey and malignant sport of
another order of apostate beings! Our author
moreover, represents the devils as most willing and
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delighted agents in fulfilling their hellish mission
as the tormentors of wicked men! So far, then, as
the devils ave coneerned, hell is to their faste—its
fiendish occupation their delight. For them hell is
a heaven—a place of happiness rather than of mis-
ery! Strange theory of future punishment is
this!

¢ Here,” proceeds President Edwards, “the souls
of wicked men shall suffer extreme and amazing
misery in a separate state until the resurrection. This
misery is not indeed their full punishment; nor is
the happiness of the saints before the day of judg-
ment, their full happiness. It is with the souls of
wicked men as it is with devils. Though the devils
suffer extreme torment now, yet they do not suffer
their complete punishment.” :

What inconsistency is here? President Edwards
wards represents first all the devils as the most busy
and delighted agents of Divine vengeance, and then
affirms that they are themselves all the while the
prey of extreme torments! And with even greater
than ¢ extreme torment” in prospect after the decis-
ions of the judgment.

“They are reserved,” he proceeds, “in the state
they are in; and for what are they preserved but for
a greater degree of punishment? . ... But yet
they are there (in the intermediate state as separate
souls and apostate demons,) in extreme and incon-
ceivable misery ; they are there deprived of all good ;
they have no rest nor comfort; and they are sub-
jeet to the wrath of God ; God there executes wrath
on them without merey, and they are swallowed up

And those who go to hell never
can escape thence; there they remain imprisoned
till the day of judgment, and their tcrments remain
continually. Those wicked men who died many
years ago their souls went to hell, and there they
are still ; those who went to hell in former ages of
the world have been in hell ever since,-all the while
suffering torment. They have nothing else to spend
their time in there, but to suffer torment; they are
kept in being for no other purpose; (!) and though
they have many companions in hell, yet they are no
comfort to them, for there is no friend, no love, no
pity, no quietness, no prospect, no hope.”

Can the multitude of professing Christians really
believe this doctrine, and not weep as though their
“head were waters, and their eyes a fountain of
tears,” at the reflection that at this, and at every
moment of their lives, hundreds and thousands of
their fellow-creatures are actually enduring these
-nexpressible sufferings ? Perhaps, reader, thou hast
jost a beloved friend concerning whom thou hast no
hope—canst thou think that such is his present aw-
ful condition, and that the following description of
our sadly mistaken author, yet awaits him in the
eternal future ?

“The separate souls of the wicked, besides the
present misery they now suffer, shall be in amazing
fear of the more full punishment at the day of judg-

ment. Though their punishment in their separate
state, be exceedingly dreadful,and far more than

they can bear, (!) though it be so great as to sink
and crush them, yet this is not all; (!) they are re-
served for @ much greater and more dreadful pun-
ishment (!) at the day of judgment: their torment
will then be vastly augmented, and continue in
that augmentation to all eternity (!) Their pun-
is!lment will be so much greater then, that their
misery in this separate state is but an imprisonment
before an execution.”

We are told that the “imprisonment” is ¢ far
more than they can bear,” and “ so great as to sink
and crush them ;” how then can the wretched ob-
jeets of such punishment endure “ @ much greater
and more dreadful punishment, which is to be
“vastly augmented and continue in that augmen-
tation to all eternity !” Both the language and
the horrid conception lose their awful gravity in this
anti-climax of positive absurdity.

He proceeds: “ When we are under any great .
pain of body at any time, how do we dread the least
addition to it! its continuance is greatly dreaded,
much more its increase. How much more will those
separate spirits that suffer the torments of hell,
dread that augmentation and completing of their tor-
ment, which there will be at the day of judgment,
when ‘what they feel already, is vastly more than
they can support themselves; when they shall be,
as 1t were, begging one drop of water to cool their
tongues, when they would give ten thousand
worlds for the least abatement O%their misery ? How
sinking will it be to think, that instead of that the
day is coming when God shall come forth out of
heaven, to sentence them to a far more dreadful
degree of misery, and to continue them under it for
ever! . .. The damned in hell know not the time
when the day of judgment shall be, but when the
time comes 1t will be made known, and it will be
the most dreadful news that ever was told in that
world of misery. It is always a doleful time in
hell; the world of darkness is always full of
shrieks and doleful cries; but when the news is
heard, that the day appointed for the judgment is
come, hell will be filled with louder shrieks and
more dreadful cries than ever before. . . . . Then
must the souls of the wicked come up to be united
to their bodies, and stand before their Judge. They
shall not come willingly, but shall be dragged forth
as a malefactor is dragged out of his dungeon to
execution They will hang back, but must
come ; the devils and damned spirits must come up
together. Then the sentence shall be exe-
cuted. When the Judge bids them depart, they
must go, however loth, yet they must go, . . . and
that great company of devils and wicked men must
then enter those everlasting burnings to which
they are sentenced.

“TIn this condition they shall remain throughout
the never ending ages of eternity. Their punish-
ment shall be then complete, and it shall remain in
this completion for ever. Now shall all that come
upon them which they so long trembled for fear of,
while their souls were in a separate state. They
will dwell in a fire that never shall be quenched,
and here they must wear out eternity. Here they
must wear out one thousand years after another,
and that without end. There is no reckoning up

the millions of years, or millions of ages; all arith-
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metic here fails, no rules of multiplication can reach
he amount. for there is no end. They shall have
nothing to do to pass away their eternity, but to
conflict with those torments: this will be their
work for ever and ever; God shall have no other
use or employment for them; this is the way that
they must answer the end of their being. (!!) And
they never shall have any rest, nor any atonement,
but their torments will hold up to their height, and
shall never go any easier by their being accustomed
to them. Time will seem long to them, every mo-
ment will seem long to them, but they shall never
have doné with the ages of their torment.”— Works,
vol. ii. pp. 880—883, edit. 1840.

So preached the great Jonathan Edwards, one
of the acutest metaphysicians that the world has
ever seen. A good man, too, and a believer in the
paternity of God, and the declaration of Scripture
that “God is love.” Ts it possible that divine justice
can demand such a vindication as he represents ? It
is not possible! That doctrine is monstrous; and
must be as offensive to-the holy and good Jehovah,
as it isastounding to men. Itis worthy of remark
how such deseriptions of the future punishment are
destitute of Secripture phraseology; and when
Seripture is quoted, it is always those passages
which are capable of, and which, by comparison
with other parts of the sacred writings, demand a
more reasonable interpretation.

Edwards thus describes the influence which the
sight of the torments of the condemned in hell will
have upon the glorified saints:— g

“ When they (the saints) shall see how miserable
others of their fellow-creatures are, who were natu-
rally in the same circumstances with themselves;
when they shall see the smoke of their torment, and
the raging of the flames of their burning, and hear
their dolorous shrieks and cries, and consider that
they, in the meantime, are in the most blissfu] state,
and shall surely be in it to all eternity ; how will
they rejoice, . . . . How joyfully will they sing to
God and the Lamb, wnxN THEY BEHOLD THIs!”
— Works, vol. ii. p. 209, edit. 1840.

This is the language of Edwards as a theologian,
not of Edwards the man and the Christian. Neither
humanity nor religion will endure a representation
s0 horribly revolting. If such a spectacle will ex-
cite the rapturous pleasure of the saints, it will be
no pleasure to the Gop of saints. How strikingly
does the following contrast with the above ! ¢ Havy
I ANy PLEASURE AT ALL that the wicked should
die. saith the Lord God ; and not that he should
return from his ways and live? . . 1HAVE No
"PLEASURE 1nthe death of him that dieth, saith the
Lord God : wherefore turn yourselves and live
ye."—Ezekiel xviii. 23, 32.
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Tae AwakReENING Apvances.—We noticed the
“ Awakening Begun” in our last, but little thought
we would have so soon to record the advancing
of the good work ; but the « Christian Advocate
and Journal,” the great organ of the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh in America, has given its million
power to strike a blow for liberty of conscience,
and to drive to death the engines of elerical power
—human creeds. It opens its battery, July 28th,
editorially, as follows, under the head of “ Church
Government” :— \

~

After ages of controversy,no one has been able
to deduce from the Scriptures any form of Church
government instituted by our Lord and his apostles,
and made of perpetual obligation on Christians
through future time; nor is there any Christian de-
nomination on earth that can claim to be organized
upon a plan evidently inferred from the primitive
model of the Apostolic Church. Indeed, there does
not appear to have been an entire uniformity of
plan in the prudential regulations of the numerous
Churches founded by the apostles. Asthe first eon-
verts were Jews, it was natural that they should
copy the model of the synagogues, in regard to
order and government, but not as divinely ap-
pointed ; for the synagogues themselves were nota
divine institution, but a prudential human arrange-
ment, adopted after the return from the Babylonish
captivity. But in Churches, either wholly formed
of heathen converts, or with only a small inter-
mixture of Jews, it is likely that the limited polity
of the synagogue could not be stretched to the ne-
cessities of Christian organizations, and were more
or less departed from as oceasion demanded. Itis
evident from the history of our Lord’s sojourn and
ministry, given by the evangelists, that he did not
institute any particular or. exclusive form of Church
organization among his disciples; and in the com-
mission which he gave to his apostles, after his
resurrection, there is not a syllable concerning
Church government.”

The ground here occupiéd we took twelve years
ago, and on it we have stood from that time till
now. That the followers of Christ will and should
assemble together is true; but as love brings them
together, so love must keep them in one body; and
any attempt to force wumityis the direct way to
“cause divisions and offences;’ and sueh persons
always end in bigotry and a persecuting sectarian-
ism, which destroys Jove, and renders the actors
any thing but loving followers of Christ.

The editor of the Christian Advocate, Dr. T'. E,
Bond, proceeds to say, that Christ,

To qualify his apostles for the exercise of the minis-
try he had committed to them, he promises that the
Comforter, which he would send in his name, shall
bring to their remembrance whatsoever he had said

to them—the whole system of doetrine he had orally
communicated to them, and so enlighten their under-
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standings as to enable them to comprehend its im-
port and application. He does not promise to com-
municate to them a new gospel, through the Holy
Spirit, or to make any addition to that he had
already taught : and accordingly St. Paul expressly
disclams any authority over the Faira of his con-
verts, and forbids them to receive any other gospel,
though he himself, or an angel from heaven, should
come to them teaching it. Like thelaw, communi-
cated orally by Jehovah on Mount Sinai, the gospei
communicated by eur Lord to his chosen apostles,
or messengers, was complete, and could admit of
neither alteration nor addition. And this FarTH
once delivered to the saints was communicated en-
tire to each of those messengers. They had no
occasion to seftle the terms of the glad. tidings
they were to bear “to every creature” by confer-
ence or consultation, and by a majority of votes.
Hence the apostle Paul, when he received his com-
mission from our Lord himself, nearly thirty years
after his ascension, received, at the same time, an
oral communication of the whole gospel, and en-
tered at once upon the exercise of his ministry with-
out “consulting with flesh and blood”—without
conference with any of the other apostles. Of this
he assures us in the most unequivocal manner.
From whence, then, is the notion derived, that
the apostles constituted an ecclesiastical corpora-
tion, or acted upon any of the principles which con-
trol or regnlate such bodies? There is no intima-
tion of it in the Scriptures. If they had been
directed so to act, we should find it in the record
of the Acts of the Apostles, by their historian, St.
Luke ; but there is no account in this history of any
convention or assembly of an apostolic college.
They never so settled the faith once delivered to
the saints.” It never was determined by vo'eina
council of those to whom itshad been orally com-
municated severally, and entirely, by their Lord.
Whence, then, have divines and theologians derived
this notion of an apostolic corporation, or college?

Thisis a home thrust; and, if we mistake net,
will make quite a fluttering among creed makers.
We are glad to find Dr. Bond, in this matter, occu-
pying the same ground as Dr. McCulloh, whose
work we so recently noticed; ground which we
have, substantially, occupied the last twelve years;
and it is the only position that can be occupied and
stand on the Bible. Those who leave this position
leave the Bible to follow the ¢raditions of men,in
our judgment. Dr. Bond goesontosay:

But if the apostles themselves did not act as a
corporation, did they constitute and appoint any
such ecclesiastical corporation to succeed to such
authority after their departure? The presumption
is against it; and the Scriptures do not warrant it.
The apostles taught only what their Lord had
taught them ; and they have left their testimony of
record for the individual instruction of all men.
The Holy Scriptures. contain the faith at first de-
livered to the saints—the whole gospel message as
delivered by our Lord to his apostles; andin these
records we find no account of their having institu-

 ted an ecclesiastical corporation, either of bishops,
presbyters, or elders, with power to prescribe au-
thoratively the faith of the gospel. The apostles

themselves neither had nor exercised any such au-
thority as a college, or corporation : they only de-
clared and published the faith, the gospel, as re-
vealed to them personally by Him who gave them
their commission.  How, then, could they delegate
such powers to others? To*claim such authority
has been the great sin of the Churches, and
the fruitful source of spiritual pr de and corruption,
both of doctrine and discipline, in all ages since the
apostles and their immediate converts were re-
moved from the earth ; if it was not the mystery of
iniquity which had already begun to work, even
under the apostolic administration, and of which
the great apostle to the Gentiles apprises us.

Here again is good sound sense, and truth well
spoken. We do hope it will be laid to heart by the
large denomination Dr. Bond is connected with. If
it is heeded they will soon find revolution is the
order of the day in ecclesiastical matters, and
Christian men will begin to feel that their respon-
sibility is to God and not to self-constituted bodies
who usurp the place of God in matters of faith.
Traly has Dr. B. said, “ to preseribe authoratively
the fuith of the gospel * * * has been the great
sin of the Churches,” &e. May the Lord help min-
isters and laymen to see this truth, and to east
away this lordship and come back to the primitive
simplicity of “forbearing one another in love”
while differences of opinion may and will exist on
various points in reference to Bible teaching.
Liberty to express our differences in a Christian
spirit—that is, the spirit of love—-must be enjoyed,
and it must not interrupt Christian affection. When
this point is attained the direct tendency will be to
unity of faith, and once more it will be said ¢ See
how these Christians love one another.”

Dr. Bond in speaking of primitive congregations
in their church action, says:

“If any church or society had enacted a rule
which contravened a law of Christ, or added any
Christian obligation not in conformity with the
faith of the Gospel, it would have been nugatery,
and of no effect ; no one church, nor any confedera-
tion of churches, being authorized to alter or amend
the divine code, for this code was complete. 1t was
not merely a constitution authorizing subordinate
legislation under its provisions, and committing
such legislation to the churches, either in their in-
dividual or confederate capacities, much less to a
corporation of bishops or presbyters. The eondi-
tions of salvation, and consequently the conditions
of chureh fellowship, had been fixed and absolutely
determined by the Head of the Church himself, and
communicated to his chosen messengers. Over
these the apostles themselves had no dominion—
could not alter or substitute ; and surely no higher
authority than theirs existed in the primitive
church. Rules and regulations for carrying into
effect the commandments of Christ, belonged to
every church organization, according to the circum-
stances in which they were providentially placed,
but beyond this, no church, whether individual or
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confederate, had a right to go. To go further
would have been to ¢lord it over Christ’s heritage,’
and this would have been to renounce their alle-
giance to the only rightful Lord and Lawgiver, to
whom is given by the Father all power in heaven
and in earth.”

Here also is truth clearly expressed: may it be
pondered well. The Doctor next proceeds to show
when and how the church was led away from its
primitive simplicity, and speaks as follows:

Very early in the third century, if not earlier, this
restriction upon ecclesiastical authority was lost
sight of, and the consequence was that the “com-
mandments of men” were substituted for the com-
mandments of Christ. The clergy assumed to be
a divine corporation, with authority to dictate the
faith of the church; to exclude from the ministry
all who did not subscribe to their dogmas; and
which dogmas were decided upon by vote taken in
council, and determined by majorities, whose decis-
ions everybody knows are not infallible. And
hence both the faith and the discipline of the church
came to rest upon canons and councils, not upon the
Secriptures; and which canons are often contradic-
tory of each other, and moreover mutable, as sue-
ceeding councils claim the right to alter and amend
the laws made by those which preceded them.

After this expose of the “clergy” and their as
sumptions, the Doctor speaks out in the following
manly and Christian language, which if we had ut-
tered it—and we have more than once—would
have been treated with contempt. May it now be
heeded, seeing it comes in the organ of the Metho-
dist Episcopal church. He says:

We think the time has come to repudiate men-
made canons, and confessions of faith, and go back
to the Scriptures as the perfect rule, and the only
perfect rule of both faith and practice. These *have
God for their author, salvation for their end, and
truth, without any admixture of error, for their
matter.” On the Scriptures, then, we can safely
rely, as we cannot rely upon any human dictation,
whether of the many or the few—whether of indi-
vidual theologians, or doctors of divinity ; or of ec-
clesiastical corporations, assuming, without divine
warranty, to impose their notions npon the church
of Christ, under the names of canons, or creeds, or
confessions of faith. ¢ To the law and to the tes-
timony,” if they speak not according to these, it is
because there is no light in them.

This really makes us breathe easier. Praise the
Lord that the Awakening is advancing.

Dr. Bond concludes in the following strong and
manly language, which we commend to all creed-
bound souls, and hope they may feel that the time
" has come for Christian men to enjoy a little liberty
to think for-themselves, without incurring the im-
putation of being infidels, because they cannot sub-
seribe to those sectarian dogmas which have been
forced on us from our childhood by some well-mean-
ing, but superstitious, offshoots from Papal igno-
rance and blasphemy ; for such is the character of

much that is passed for ¢Orthodox.” Dr. Bond’s
eoncluding remarks are as follows :

But it may be asked, Is every man qualified to
derive a saving knowledge of Gospel truth from
the Bible, or to ascertain the authenticity and truth
of the Scriptures without receiving them upon the
testimony of the Church? To both questions we
answer, Yes—yes, absolutely and unqualifiedly.
Every reader or hearer can derive a knowledge of
the fgith that saves him from the Seriptures, much
more certainly than from the creeds and confessions
dictated by human authority ; for these often con-
flict with each other, and to decide which is right he
must enter into the interminable labyrinth of meta-
physical speculation. And to take any one of these
authorities upon trust, is to renounce all account-
ability whatever, for what he believes or does. But
he cannot be released from either one or the other,
by any man or set of men. We are not allowed to
call any man master or lord of our faith. But our
only rightful Lord and Sovereign, has said, that «if
any man will do the will of my Father, he shall
know of the doctrine whether it be true.” He can-
not but see the requirements of the Gospel, and if
he will comply, he will feel their remedial efficac
on his heart and life, and know they are of God.
He will see, too, that the Gospel confers upon him
the right to go to the throne of the heavenly grace,
through the mediation of his great High Priest, for
all Gospel blessings, and among them for divine
illumination. ¢ If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him.” This wis-
dom cometh down from the “Father of Lights;”
not through ecclesiastical corporations or councils,
and adulterated by the profane admixture of meta-
physical speculation, but pure from the fountain of
truth itself, and direct to individual consciousness.
The unlettered, humble believer has then only to re-
member the promise of his Lord: “Then shall ye
know, if ye follow on to know;” and thus be led
into all “the length, and breadth, and depth, and
height” of Gospel privileges and blessings; and
know the love of God that passeth human under-
standing in the exercise of its natural powers : “ For
because he is a son, God sends forth the spirit of
his Son into his heart, crying, Abba Father.”

0

“ ANALYTICAL INVEsTIGATIONS Concerning the
Credibility of the Scriptures,” &e. « By J. H.
McCulloh, M. D.”

‘We have several times spoken of this work, and
we do most heartily recommend it to all persons
who have the means to procure it. It can be had
of R. T. Young, 140 Fulton street, New York.
Price $3.75. ¥

We have the pleasure to inform brethren Ham
and MoxcrigrF that Dr. McCurLos has made us a
donation of two copies of the above work to be
forwarded to them, with the request that they will
notice, in each of their magazines, that the work
can be-had at Cmapman’s in the Strand, London.
‘We shall forward the work immediately by private
conveyance to Manchestgr, England; from which
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place it will be forwarded. Accompanying the
work we shall also send, to each of those brethren,
acopy of « Bible vs. Tradition,” and a copy of
the pamphlet by Br. Blain entitled ¢ Death not
Life,” which they will please accept.

We give the following very brief recapitulation
of Dr. McCulloh’s work, from vol. ii. p. 443-5.

I have shown that from an examination of the
visible world, nothing can be inferred concerning
the nature, attributes, or purposes of the Creator
of the universe. Though his infinite power and
skill are manifested by his works, yet that infer-
ence is so clogged by the non-exhibition of any
moral - superintendence of the world, that the
merits of the conclusion to be deduced from the
whole subject are so entirely divided between the
utterly opposite inferences of the atheists and
deists, that it is impossible to attain to any firm or
certain conviction. Our investigations on Natural
Theology, and exhibition of the termination of all
philosophic speculation in absolute scepticism, I ap-
prehend establishes the conclusions we have made
in the clearest point of view.

In this state of utter perplexity and doubtful-
ness we took up the Seripture writings, and in them
we found a full solution of every difficulty un-
solved in the discussions between the atheists and
deists. The Scriptures inform us, that Jehovah the
Creator of all things, infinite in power and all ex-
cellence of moral attributes, has placed mankind as
intellectual and moral free agents in a probationary
condition, in which they are, through their volun-
tary self-discipline, to qualify themselves for a future
state of existence, which will be either happy or
miserable according to their own action in the case.
If the Seriptures are [revelations from God, every
matter is explained that concerns either human con-
duct, or Jehovah’s position towards them, whether in
his providential, or in his apparently non-providen-
tial superintendence. In either case it leaves no per-
plexity as to the infinite power, wisdom, and excel-
lence of his nature and attributes.

To prove that the Seriptures are revelations from
God, we have produced through an analysis of the
institutions of Moses, and the functions and ecn-
duct of the priesthood and prophets, an amount of
evidence as to the credibility of the Seripture
writings which I should presume to be irresistible.
It comprehends an amount of circumstantial evi-
dence of unimpeachable disinterested integrity,
wholly unparalleled in the history of hutnan action ;
and when this astonishing amount of evidence
simply sustains a moral system, the most perfect
for promoting human welfare and happiness
that can be conceived of—it seems to me impossi-
ble for any unprejudiced man to hold a rational
doubt as to the fact that the Scriptures are from
divine revelation.

In the next place I have shewn that in the fact
of mankind’s probationary condition as intellectual
and moral free agents left to themselves, there is
nothing perplexing in the circumstance that they
have in various instances corrupted the system of

, things appointed in the Seriptures for human obser-

vance. Hence as free agents; men have with a
erverse ingenuity often worked up schemes of re-
‘)igious observance for themselves, which though
seemingly founded upon the teaching of the Serip-

tures, were in reality perversions of truth, and some-
times in their consequences induced an action
directly the contrary to what the Scriptures incul-
cated.

To vindicate the Seriptures from the obloquy
thus brought upon them by those who perverted
their meaning, at the same time that they professed
to follow their teaching, I have gone into very full
investigations as to what the Scriptures do require
from human faith and obedience, and I trust the
simplicity, harmony and consistency of the exposi-
tions made on these subjects are so striking, that no
intellectual christian can mistrust the substantial
truth of what [ have laid before the reader as being
the plain requirements of the Seripture writings.

Now to the array of proof that I have given,
what objection have atheists, deists, or sceptics to
make? Ican imagine nothing unless it may be
said, that afterall I have written, I have not made
a demonstration that removes their unbelief. To
such a remark it is evident no reply can be made,
as no one can undertake to prove the cogendy of
any process of reasoning. 'I shall therefore only
observe, that as an absolute demonstration of moral
or religious truth cannot be made, sinee it would
be inconsistent with a state of intelleetual and moral
probation, so, the intellectual responsibility of man-
kind can only be determined in the cheice they make
between probable opinions or inferences. He that
chooses the one the least probable, either wants in-
tellectual sagacity or is influenced by unjustifiable
considerations, No one however can deceive the
judge of mankind as to this matter, and considering
the enormous consequences depending upon human
action in the ease, I can only recommend the infidel
reader to re-estimate the considerations through
which he has determined that the Scriptures are not
a revelation from the Creator of the Universe,

As respects the christian reader, I have nothing
to say in vindication of the expositions made by
me concerning the system of things that I appre-
hend to be taught in the volume of Scripture
writings, for I have stated at every step my reasons
for coming to such conclusions. I can only say for
myself on these matters, that as I have been fully
aware of the responsibility assumed by the publi-
cation of this work, so I have diligently exerted
myself not only to ascertain what was the truth,
but with the full determination to be faithful in an-
nouncing the whole truth.

o
Deat Nor Lire: or The Theological Hell and

Endless Misery Disproved ; and the Doctrine of
Destruction Established, by a collection and ex-
planation of all passages on future punishment.
Also Metaphysical Arguments for the Immortality
of the Wicked Exploded. By Jacob Blain, Bap-
tist Minister of Buffalo, N. Y.”

Such is the title page of a work of 120 pages,
12 mo., just issued, and for sale at our office, and
by the Author. It deals in strong language, and is
especially cutting to those theological teachers who,
while they profess to have the “keys of knowl-
edge,” keep the people in ignorance of the true
sense of those terms on which they attempt to
build the worse than Moloch fires; which in theo-
logical parlance they call “hell.? We are glad to
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see works multiplied on this subject, though we may
not agree with all the sentiments they contain.
Let this new comer be scattered far and wide.
Price 25 cents in paper covers. Six copies for $1.
We give the following extract from Br. Blain’s
work, from his chapter headed, * A Brief Review
and Results:”

We have now examined and referred to all the
texts relied on to prove immortality and endless
woe, and let us see the result.

1. We have showed that thirty or more texts
relied on, are entirely silent as to endless woe, and
I have called them neuter..

2. That fifty-four texts with the word hell in

" them, so far as any of them relate to future pun-
ishment, prove the destruction of the wicked. These
two classes with the 210 texts for destruction,
making 294, have been stolen to prove endless
misery, and must be given up, as Destructionists
have a legal demand on them.

3. Of thefifteen remaining texts relied on, I have
proved that eight of them tell only earthly judg-
ments, both by comparing them with the other
texts, and their being given up by Fuller, Edwards,
Barnes. Lord, and others.

4. That twelve have no proof of endless woe in
them only what is derived from the variable words
Sor ever and everlasting, and that in reality the
whole proof rests on them.

5. That seven of them have the word fire in
them, which in every case is figurative, and in Bible
judgments, is a universal symbol of destruction of
men and things.

6. That some, as John 3: 36, and 2 Thess. 1: 9,
are positive proof of destruction.unless we add to
the Bible to make them otherwise—while others,
which relate to a doom in the future world, as ¢ the
mists of darkness,” &c., favor extinction more
than preservation in woe.

7. That not one is a plain positive witness for
endless misery, and the strongest are given up by
the best writers. If any speak in its favor, their
testimony isextremely doubtful or inferential, so as
not to make out even a prima facia case:

8. What confirms the last remark is, I have
proved all the textsto be in figurative language,
such as the best Bible ecritics say can establish no
doctrine, even if there be no opposing texts—espe-
cially must they fail, if there be any plain oppos.
ing texts. I just ask here,if we have not plain
texts for destruction?

Well does a learned writer remark——*a doctrine
or sentiment so infinitely opposed to reason and
conscience, so awfully revolting, and utterly incred-
ible as that of eternal suffering, ought certainly
not to be founded on, or inferred from a few para-
bolic, mystic, poetic, idtomic, proverbial, l.calic,

-and symbolic sentences.” But, strange to tell,
every text or sentence relied on to prove this ter-
rific doetrine, belongs to one of these classes.

There has.been a great outery against Wm. Miller
for being positive about the prophesies, seeing they
are so symbolic; but those who are positive that
they find eternal torments in a future world, in the
above named figurative texts, betray a hundred fold
more folly than Miller did, as the consequences of
error on this point, are immensely greater, -God is

dishonored, and christendom filled with infidels by it.

In courts of law these three rules are observed:
first, the character of the witnesses; second. the
plainness and positiveness of their testimony ;
third, where they are positive on both sides, and
no blot is on their character, the number on either
side determines the case. Now apply these rules to
the issue before us. Of course no blot on the
character of the witnesses (texts)can be admit-
ted. and so their plainness and their number must,
decide the case. Of their plainness, good sense
must decide. Divide 210 by 15, and the result is
14 to 1 on the side of destruction. Deduct the
eight which 1 have proved to refer only to earthly
judgments, and the result is 30 to 1. On such tes-
timony in a suit, would not the opposing lawyerbe
told@ that his case was a desperate and hopeless
one?

The fact is, if men reasoned on a worldly subject
as they do on this, it would be thought worthy of
nothing better than ridicule, unless it was as popu-
lar as theologians have made @mmortality and an
eternal hell.

It is unaccountably strange too that the number
of texts should be so small, both when we consider
the awfulnesss of the doctrine, and the number of
texts telling the final reward of the righteous, and
other cardinal doctrines. They are few too, when,
as I have said, we find more than 3,000 warnings,
threatenings, and denunciations made, in relation
to the temporary consequence of sin. "1f the com-
mon theory be true, who can tell why our mereiful
Father should feel so deeply for the welfare of his
creatures in this short life, and feel and say so little
about their woes that were to be unending? Yes,
and for 4,000 years say nothing about those woes,
nor warn to escape them! !

The profound mind of John Foster said, “ May
we not think that, if so transcendently dreadful o
doctrine had been meant to be taught, there would
have been such forms of proposition, of circumlo-
cution, if necessary, as would have rendered all
doubt or question a mere palpable absurdity.” See
his noted ¢letter to a young minister,” who, by the
by, proves to be Edward White, a Congregational
minister, now of London, who has written an able
work to prove the doctrine I hold. Tts title is,
“Life only in Christ.” If Foster had criticised the
Bible as his pupil has, he would not have given the
preference to restorationism. He names the two
doctrines and says, “One of them must be the
truth, but acknowledges he had not directed much
thought to, annihilation.”

I know the word hell will be clung to as proof
of a world to be inhabited by wretched beings. An
old proverb says, ‘a man may tell a falsehood so
often as to finally believe it a truth ; and in like
manner the word hell has been reiterated, till
Christians think it is outrageous sacrilege to dis-
turb it. Like purgatory to the Catholics, it has be-
come a darling word and conclusive proof of or-
thodoxy.

I have proved that Christ only meant to tell a
disgraceful death by being “ cast into Gehenna,”
and not that there would be such a place eternally,

If men who think clearly on other subjects,
could get this idea into their snarled-up and con-
ceited minds, we should hear no more of a “ dis-
mal world, deep in the imaginary regions of

_despair ; where God-almighty (* who is love’ itself)

BIBLE EXAMINER. 141

has stored up some unknown materials of wven-
geance, sufficient to last through eternity”—(blas-
phemous language! !)

1will justify the remark that our ministry are
100 conceited and dogmatical, by a sentence of the
great and Godly Dr. Vinet. THe says, * Even now,

 after eighteen centuries of christianity, we are very

probably involved in some enormovs error, of
which christianity will at some future time make
us ashamed.” The doctrine of an eternal hell for
endless woe, is such an “enormous error.”’ and
the church will yet be ashamed of it. Yet most
are as positive there is such a place as if they had
seen it with their own eyes. “ Woe unto them
that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in
their own sight.” Tsa. 5: 21.

We have now before us the foundation of the
mighty fabrie—immortality and consequent efer-
ral torments, for a greater share of our race—we
see its length, and breadth, and solidity. On this
foundation our opponents profess to feel as se-
cure as soldiers in Gibraltar. 1 ask which looks
most like a Gibraltar, these 15 texts,or the 210
quoted for destruction !

On such testimony, not only the doctrine of end-
less woe is founded, but also the following conse-
quential doctrines, or items of belief.

1. That it is consistent with the justice of God,
to creale innumerable beings whom he knew or
forsaw would be endlessly miserable, and curse
him for their ereation. [He is now causing to come
into being about 60,000 daily. I half are lost, he
is daily creating 30,000 for endless woe.] May not
our sense of justice ask how long he will continue
this work ! !

2. That it is in accordance with his love, good-
ness, pity and mercy, to creale, and then affiict
thus.

3. That it will be consistent with his wisdom,
and power, to continue, endlessly, that ¢ abomina-
ble thing he hates”—sin—also, thus to continue
misery, in which “ he delighteth not” and over
which “ he grieves.” [Would it be wisein aking
to permit rebellion, and consequent misery to con-
tinue for ever if he had power to end them ?]

4. That saints, and all holy beings in the uni.
verse, will be for ever the happier for this continu-
ance of misery and sin; and hatred to themselves,
their God and Redeemer. Muark—*all things
work for good to all who love God»* |

5. That saints, when made perfect 'in heaven,
will be destitute of, or deprived of qualities which
God commands them to possess in their present
state—such as pity. sympathy, sorrow for others
woes, “good will to all,” &e.

Do not finch, brethren—these items of belief
are the unavoidable fruit of your system——the legit-
imate children of hell-torment teachers, and they
must own them, and cherish them, though forbid-
ding intheir appearance.

Prof. Stuart, (see Biblical . Repository, July,

*In Mount Auburn, (Boston,) I saw a lovely
marble monument of a dear dead child, which the
parents had obtained to keep in their house, but had
to remove it, as they could not endure the sight; yet
the marble child suffered not. Pres. Edwards and
‘other great divines, who formed our systems of divin-
ity, and whom the present clergy seem to think are
infallible guides, say  that the saints will see their

~ friends writhe for ever in literal fire.

1840,) was so troubled with two of these items of
faith, that he made this astounding remark--* Per-
haps God may in mercy extinguish cur social
susceptibilities in heaven” ! ! Make us hermils,
so that we ean hear the groans of the damned, and
stoic-like, be unmoved by their hopeless wail ! !

Surely the foundation for such a faith should
have a pyramid-base---be supported by scores of
plain texts, and no opposing ones--bie made far
more plain than the promise of life to the righte-
ous: forif they should perish as the beasts, seeing
they have sinned, God’s character would remamn
untarnished in the view of his other creaturés; and
these creatures rejoice for ever that rebellion and
woe had ceased to exist.

But I ask if the texts I have reviewed afford
such a broad foundation? I ask with mingled feel-
ings of joy and sorrow---joy, that God’s word does
not teach such a soul-chilling and God-dishonoring
doctrine-=with sorrow for the sad faet that most of
“the excellent ones of the earth” are teaching it,
and burthened by it--with sorrow, too, that the
“blind are led by the blind,and both are fallen into
the ditch” of error--a gloomy ditch, where wheat
indeed grows, but is much ¢choaked” by “wood,
hay and stubble,” so that it cannot bear sixty
and a hundred fold.”

After four years’ examination, I am compelled to
dissent from the view of some great and good men
who have rejected endless woe. H. C. Dwight,
A. M., and Professor Sears say, “ That Dr. Tho-
luck, and other eminentand pious divines of Ger-
many, who hold to restoration, acknowledge that
the New Testament seems to inculcate the doe-
trine of eternal punishment, (meaning misery by
the term punishment,) while others contend that it
is not apparently announced there.” The lulter
is my belief. T own everlasting punishment not
only seems, but is plainly taught, in the sense
Pres. Edwards gives it, viz., “ that annihilation is
everlasting punishment ;” but neither the New nor
the Old Testament seem to teach everlasting for-
ments. Take the 15 texts | have examined, and add
to them the 12 with Geheuna in them, {those with
sheol and hades, [hell] in, can be no witnesses )
and weigh well the relative force of evidence among
themselves, or give them a full criticism, and [ fear
not to affirm that they afford strong proof of utter
destruction, without going to the 200 texts [ have
quoted ; unless it be first proved from some other
source, that the wicked are immortal---this we have
seen cannot be done---the texts to prove they are
to suffer for ever, are the only ones to prowve they
are immortal. .

Strange as it may at first appear to my readers,
yet it can be shown that we have, in reality, no
need to feteh our 210 swords into the battle-field,
for like David, we can cut off Goliah’s head with
his own sword. 1 will show how this can be done
by alittle repetition. Of the fifteen texts I have
proved that eight tell only earthly woes--two
plainly prove destruction--add to these two the
eleven with Gehenna in, (in James it is no proof,)
and as Gehenna is a perfect symbol of destruction,
we have thirteen to overbalance the five remaining
ones of the fifteen. And these five are merely in-
ferential. One of them, Matt. 24: 41, Depart
into everlasting fire,” we have seen denotes de-
struction. This is telling briefly how Goliah’s
head can be cut off with his own sword,
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Let any one fully examine the Old Testament,
and understand its symbols, figures, and poetic
style, and then read the New Testament with
special reference to this subject, and he will agree
with me; unless some selfish interest warps his
judgment, or his judgment itself is too weak to
grasp an argument.

The neglect to take time (and it requires much
time) for this examination, on the plan I have
briefly adopted above, is one great reason why
those great men erred.

But they with Bishop Newton, and the eminent
John Foster, who erred in the same manner, took
for granted that the wicked were immortal, and
this was another grand cause of their error. They
saw the New Testament seemed to intimate no re-
covery after the sentence at the final judgment;
and this caused the confusion. The Bible must
seem to contradict itself wofully while the immor-
tality of the wicked is believed.

But a day-star of hope has arisen-—the scales
have fallen from many eyes, and I must believe
that our God designs to give his people more en-
larged views of his word and government.

The nineteenth centnry has regulated brains so
as to use steam and lightning, an(gi it wili yet regu-
late them so as to use the figurative language of
the Bible aright. A hint will be taken from the
example of the “noble Bereans,” and “ Apollas,”
and to use a comparison, a telegraph line will be
established between the Old and the New Testa-
ment. Newly constructed telescopes too. have en-
abled us to see far into the regions of space, and
we believe the vision, the power of thought, will
be. magnified, so as to see far enough into eternity
to discover that a glorious eternal life affords a
sufficient motive to action while on earth; and that
its loss at the judgment would be a punishment---
yea an everlasting punishment---seen to be so by
all the living, eternally.

"Phe living perceiving the loss sustained by the
dead, will constitute an eternal monument to ex-
hibit the evil of sin, and God’s displeasure against
it, without having a State Prison, a Bastile, or an
abominable Inquisition-dungeon left to pollute the
fair universe,

In a sad delusion must the mind be, which con-
ceives that God’s allwise government will require
such an exhibition for ever.

0

Works Recetvep— The British Christian
Examiner,” also, “ The Expositor of Life and
Immortality,” for August. [We are sorry to say
the Hymn Book has not come to hand.] “ Essays
Critical and Historical on the Temperance
Question ;” also “ First Prize Essay on the Nature,
Elements, and Rites of the Christian Eucharist.
Tllustrated by Comparison with the Jewish Pass-
over: by Freperic Ricmarp Legs, Doct. Phil.
Giessen: Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries,
Scotland;ete.”

We are obliged to Dr. Lees for these works, and
have read them with interest and profit ; fully sat-
isfied that fermented or alcoholic wine was never
“used at the Passover, and hence would not have

been used by our Lord at the institution of the

Supper. We are satisfied it was grape jelly or

juice, diluted with hot water ; thus forming both

an agreeable and nutrative drink, but not intoxicat-
ing in the least degree, even when taken in large
quantities; it was the “ fruit of the vine.” Intoxi-
cating wine ought never to be used in the Lord’s

Supper: itis a mockery.

True Literalism : Being an Ezposition of Es-
pecial Prophecies, according to the Principles
of Literal Interpretation. By Joserm Turn-
er,” Hartford, Conn.

Such is the title of an octavo pamphlet of 120
pages. Price, 20 cents ; or $2 per dozen; $12 per
hundred. For want of time, we have not been
able to examine it; but those who desire to see it
will send direetly tothe author for it.

0

¢Tre WaoLk TRUTH” ONCE MORE.~Br. Marsh
in the Harbinger of Aug. 13th refers to this subject
again, and publishes a part of ourarticle in the last
Examiner on this topic. He states the question at
issue as follows :—

« Is it our duty toteach the purpose of God in
the redemption % fallen mortals, as a whole, as
revealed wn the Bible?  Or, should we teach neg-
lected parts only, of that purpose 2” He then adds,
“ We understand Br. Storrs to take the last posi-
tion”

We are sorry Br. Marsh so mis-understands us.
We feel quite sure our words do not necessarily
convey any such sentiment. We said explicitly,
“ Thewhole truth is to be preached, but it may
not always be by one man, nor at onetime.” Sure-
ly, that is not saying that “ we should teach neg-
lected parts only.” We admitted the “duty to pro-
claim the gospel as a whole” We said, « This is
true as a general principle;” butasked, «Is it true
in specific cases?”  We think it was made plain
that it is not; and that no'man who advances in
knowledge does practice it. Now, as Br. M. starts
with an erroneous assumption of our position, we
shall not follow him in detail through his three col-
umns, as his remarks are founded upon a basis we
do not occupy. We said, “ Jesus did not preach
the whole truth to his disciples at once.” Br. M.
will not pretend that he did; but says,* the spirit
of truth” was to be given to guide them «into all
truth ;” and that “does not mean a part of it.”
But, did that spirit guide them into “all truth” at
once? Surely it did not; for, several years after,
Peter had to have a vision from heaven to satisfy
him it was right to go to the Gentiles. Hereisan'in-
stance of progressive teaching, and it relates to a
neglected and overlooked truth. . Paul’s whole mis-
sion to the Gentiles was of a like character, Who
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is to decide what is the whole truth? Do you say,
It is the whole Bible. Very well: but who shall
stand up and say, “ The spirit of truth guides me
into the whole truth so that I have nothing but the
truth”? Br. M., we know, will not say that. If
any other man does, he only shows his ignorance
and folly; and he would be one of the last men on
earth we would care to have any association with.

O iyt
FroM a4 MoTHER IN ISRAEL.

The following is from the mother of Rev.
Nathaniel Colver, an eminent Baptist minister. We
sincerely wish he might be inspired with his
mother’s spirit.

Alford, Mass., July 24th, 1853,

Br. Storrs ;-1 feel very anxious for the Bible
against Tradition, asd am in the midst of opposers
and not many dare show themselves for fear of
being cast out of the synagogue. I do alll canto
scatter the seed, it may chance to lodge in some
honest heart. There is some hope when there is
Jife endugh to struggle. Some think it awful in-
fidelity! Oh! that the scales might drop from off
their eyes, that they might see clearly, and see that
Jesus died that all who believe in him might have
Everlasting Life. 1 heard a minister say Jesus died
to make us happy when we die, and to escort the
soul home to glory. 1 asked him to tell me where
the bridegroom would find his bride. He did not
tell me, but said she would be ready: so you may
guess as well as I.  So much for the blindness of
the present day. Isend you one dollar, and would
send you more if I could. Send what you think
best, for there is none taken in this place except
what I take. I have tried to get subseribers but
cannot : so [ must do all I can. [t mayin some
future day do good; I don’t expect to want them
long, as I am almost seventy-six, but 1 am glad to
sec in my old age, and am glad I have one daughter
not afraid to tell that she sees, but she is so far off I
must, without complaining, be contented with read-
ing from her in the Examiner.

Yours in hope of Eternal Life,
CaTHERINE COLVER.

Note By EpiTor.--The “ daughter” spoken of,
is Mrs. Catherine C. Williams, Elmira, N. Y. ; who
has labored most diligently to help on the knowledge
of Life only through Christ.

0
From C. M. Ricamonn.

Prru, Ind, August 8, 1853.

Br. Storrs :—Since my last report, I have la-
bored in Lewisburg, Chili, and Miami Town. The
interest in the life theme is consantly increasing.
Our congregations are larger and larger, and num-
bers, to my certain knowledge, are embracing the
truth. Our orthodox friends are taking alarm, and

\ begin to rally to the rescue of their cherished errors.
The ministers in this section are preaching with all
their might against our views; zud hundreds are

inquiring, « What1s truth?” 1 think the prospeet.
of doing good, in promoting the truth, has never
been so cheering as now. Br. Hall very frequently
accompanies me in my labors,and I find him a faith-
ful fellow-laborer in this precious eause, I am
now just on the eve of starting for La Fayette,
May the effort there prove a successful one in pro-
moting the truth.  Your brother,
C. M. Ricamonp.

P.S.—My traveling expenses for the past quar-
ter have been three dollars and fifty-four cents.
The reason why this item is so sinall, is, T have
traveled some on foot, and sometimes brethren
have assisted me to and from my appointments,
and Br. Hall is ever forward and free to assist me
in this matter. €. M<R.

DiEp, in Peru, Ind., July 18, 1853, Br. Samuel
Bosworth, in the 66th year of his age. For nearly
half a century, he lived a consistent, devoted Chris-
tian. His candorand faithfulness to the convie-
tions of truth were seen from the fact that, as new
light shone upon his mind from the sacred page, he
was ready to receive it with joy, though it might
cost him a sacrifice. IIe embraced the truth on
the life and death doctrine about two years ago,
and thereafter took a deep interest in its advance-
ment, He diedin the joyful hope of a resurree-
tion, when Christ should come in his glory. His
funeral was attended by a large congregation at
the Methodist church. Sermon by the writer,
founded on Tit. 2: 13. “ Looking for that blessed
hope” &c. According to Br. B.’s request, his _
views were vindicaled on the occasion. 1 will
close this short notice by an extract from a letter
placed in my hand by a gentleman of this place,
which he had received from an old friend of Br. B.
residing in Buffalo. ¢ You speak of my old friend
Bosworth. He isone of the best men that ever
lived.. ... The world will suffer a loss when that
man dies. Such as he is. are the salt that pre-
serves it from corruption—utter corruption. His
very prayer is a host against the devil. and the
wickedness of men. Ten such men would have
saved Sodom.” C. M. R.

i o

How 17 Sounps.—We cut the following from
one of our daily papers as a specimen of the per-
version of Scripture, and the insult offered to com-
mon sense and truth, by the doctrine of the natu-
ral immortality of man. We call it theological
blasphemy and nonsense.

“ A marble monument in the form of an obelisk,
has recently been put upin the old burying-ground
in Concord, N. H., to mark the spot where lie the
remains of the son of President Pierce, who lost
his life by the accident on the Boston and Maine
Railroad, in January last. The monument bears
the following inscription: “ Benyamin PIERCE,
born April 13, 1831 ; died January 6, 1853: ‘Go
thy way—thy son liveth.” ”

This is a fair specimen of the theological teach-
ing of those who claim to be ® orthodoz.” Ttisa
gross perversion of the words of Christ, and car-
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ries alie on the face of it. “ BEnsamiN PiERcE
died,” says theinscription. Ts that true? If so,
then he, the person spoken of, is dead. 'To say to
his father, in the next sentence, “ Thy son liveth,”
is to utter a falsehood, and no theological patching
can make it anything else. When our Lord said
to the nobleman, who applied to him in behalf of
his son who was sick nigh unto death, “ Thy son
liveth,” what mockery it would have been, if on
his return to his house, his servants had met him
and said, ** Thy son died yesterday,about the sev-
enth hour.” Would not the nobleman have said,
Jesus spoke falsely when hé said “ Thy son liv-
eth”? “Oh,no! he only meant his immortal
soul was alive”! But to the honor of Christ and
Christianity, the nobleman’s son recovered from
his sickness, and there was no need of theological
twattle about meaning the soul “liveth.”

We hope President Pierce has more faith in the
Bible doctrine of the resurrection of the dead
than to be deluded by such a lie as that inscribed
on the monument over his son’s grave. It is a
“ False Mlarble”  Jesus is the “ Resurrection and
the Lnfe;” and whoever ascribes life to man orany
part of man after death, except by a resurrection
through Christ, the Life-Giver, robs Messiah, and
charges him with' falsehood in affirming himself to
be © the resurrection and the life.” It may have
Jeen done “ignorantly in unbelief;” of that we
judge not, but leave thejudgment with the Lord.

0

Berore THIS ExamINER reaches some of our
subscribers, we shall be on our way to our ap-
pointments in Michigan and Indiana. It is with
some reluctance we go out on this long tour, as
our health has been not the best during summer,
and we are pressed with cares and calls nearer
home ; but through the importunity of friends we
consented months since to undertake it; and we
go, committing ourself, family, and concerns to
God, whose providence is ever over those who put
their trust in him.  May our labor there be a bless-
ing to all concerned, and we be brought again in
peace to our habitation in due time. The Examiner
for October will not be issued till our return, and
will most likely be delayed a little beyond the
usual time. May all our patrons be blessed of the
Lordand guided to Life Eternal.

: 0

NexT VoLuME oF ok Examingr.-~Shall it be
published monihly, twice @ month, or weekly? If
we have one thousand paying subscribers to com-
mence the year with, we can publish fwice each
month without increasing the price. With a less
number we cannot without loss, If we had fifteen

hundred paying subseribers, at two dollars per
year, we could publish weekly. With aless number
we cannot venture it. The Examiner‘has been
better sustained the present year than ever before;
which to us is evidence that the principal theme
of its columns is increasing in interest, for which
we praise the Lord.

0

Tae Hartrorp “BisLe Convenrtion.”—We
had expected before this to have seen’ the Reported
Speeches issued in Pamphlet; but have thus far
looked in vain for their appearance. Br. Ham, in
the British Christian Examiner for August, no-
tices that Convention and two of its speakers as
follows:

“ America: Hartford, Connecticut.—A Con-
vention has been held here with the object profess-
edly of examining the authenticity of the Bible,
but apparently to afford certain Deists, and advo-
cates of/“spirit manifestations,” an opportunity
to reiterate the old frivolous charges against the
Scriptures as containing a revelation from God.
Weare truly grieved to see such men as Joseph
Barker, once the Christian advecate, and Henry
C. Wright, the author of “ A Kiss for a Blow,”
among the Anti-Bible party. The sanguinary
sentiments attributed to the latter, furnish a mel-
ancholy indication of the forgetfulness of those
beautiful lessons which he so powerfully impresses
on the young,in the little popular volume above
referred to.”

0

Goop Apvice.---We take the following from the
British “ Christian Examiner,” and give it place
for the sake of the excellent advice Br. Ham [the
Editor] gives. We hope it may be heeded there
and through this country. The advice is enclosed
in brackets.

Birmineuan.—“I am happy to let you know,”
writes a Correspondent, *that the cause of truth
has taken root in this large town. A few of us have
comuenced weeting upon the first day of the week.
We number about a dozen. (The leading truths
propagated by you seem to be thoroughly under-
stood amongst us. I believe great good might be
done here, it we had some one with ability toad-
dress the people. The present time would be a
favorable opportunity, as the great mass of the
people here seem quite tired. of the present cold,
monotonous state of things. I wish we were in a
position to send you an invitation. Ihope we soon
shall be; at present, we are too poor.” [Never
mind your poverty, dear brethren; a “dozen” of
you will be able to do noble duty in Birmingham.
Doa’t become a Sect, but a society of spiritual
people. Let the foundation of your Church union
be Christ, not dogmas, nor ordinances ; and, on
this broad basis, you will unite men of «one heart
and of one soul,” if not entirely of one opinion.
Keep us informed of your progress. We wish you
God speed.—Ep.]




