
tabiA VI

Passover Limits —
March 21 - April 20 Moon Table For Years 28~34a.d.

Passover Limits —
April 8 - May 6

Jewish Paschal Full Moons New Moons Barley Harvest Full Moons
Civil Date Nisan Date ( Equinoctial) Civil Date Nisan Date

A.D. J.C.T. 13 14
28 Mar 29.23 M M (29) Tu (30) Apr 13.68

TC.T. 13 14
Apr 27. 62 Tues Tues, (27) Wed. (28)

29 Apr 17.21 Su Su(17) M (18)
30 Apr 6.93 Th F (7) 8 (8)

Apr 2-82 S
Mar 22.84 w

Apr 17.21 Sun Sun, (17) Mon(l8)
Apr 6-93 Thur Fri, (7) — Sab (8)

31 Mar 27.56 Tu Tu(27)W(28) Apr 10.58 Apr 25.94 WecL Thur ( 26?|Iapr?l 27
32 Apr 14-47 M M (14) Tu(l5)
33 Apr 3.71 F F (3) 3 (4-) 
34- Mar 23.72 Tu Tu(23) W (24)

Mar 29.95 S
Apr 17.90 F
Apr 7-58 w

Apr I4-.47 Mon Mon (I4-)S Tues (15) 
May 3.29 Sun Sun. (3) Mon (4-) 
Adt 22.4-0 Thur Thur(22) Fri (23)r

The civil dates in the accompanying table are taken from Ginzel*  s "Handbuch der mathematischen und technischen 
Chronologie, ’’ pp. 548, 573*  Leipzig, 1911? The hours and minutes are written in decimal fractions of the 
day, which is computed in Jerusalem Civil Time (j.C.T. ). The Nisan Dates are computed by the ancient rules 
for the Passover, left on record by Aristobulus in his ’’Commentaries on the Laws of Moses,” which he dedi
cated to Ptolemy Philometor. Aristobulus was an Alexandrian priest and.was master in the king’s court (Cf . 
2 Mac. Is 10). Quotations from this commentary on the Pentateuch were cited by the learned Anatolius in his
Canon Paschalls, which is handed down to us by Eusebius. The treatise by Anatolius on the "Chronology of 
Easter,” "exists now only in a la tin version, which is generally ascribed to Rufinus, and which was pub
lished by Aegidius Bucherlus^in his Doctrina Temporum, which was issued at Antwerp in 1634."— "Ante-Nioene

S.J. Christian Library, Edition of Roberts and Donaldson, p. 411 Edinburgh, 1869

Ancient Rule for the Passover taken from the commentary on the Pentateuch by Aristobulus as cited by Caspari — 
'"Aristobulos," it is there said, "maintained that at the paschal festival the sun as well as the moon 

must necessarily have passed the equinoctial point; that the day of the paschal festival began on the 14th 
of Nisan) after the evening, when the moon stands diametrically opposed to the sun, as any one can see at 
the tiros of full moon.’’--Caspari, Ch. Ed., "introduction to the Life of Christ.” p. 8. Tr. bv Evan's? 
EdTnburgh,' 1876.-- y
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’’They [the Advent people] had a bright light set up 

behind them at the beginning of the path, which an 
angel told me was the midnight cry. This light shone L 
all along the path, and gave light for their feet so 
that they might not stumble."— "Early Writings," p. 
14.

”As in the parable the cry was raised at midnight 
announcing the approach of the bridegroom, so in the 
fulfillment, midway between the spring of 1844, when 
it was first supposed that the 2300 days would close,

ARGUMENT "Midway”
- -----------r—--------

give
glory to Him; for the 
hour of His judgment

ANGEL*  S MESSAGE "Babylon is fallen"

’44 Terminus Projected j

SANCTUARY
and the autumn of 1844, at which time it was after
ward found that they were really to close, such a cry 
was raised, in the very words of Scripture; ’Behold,
the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out 
"Spirit of Prophecy," Vol. 4, p. 249

to meet him.'"—

* " . . that the tarrying time of Daniel’s vision, 
of 2300 prophetic days, or as the original is, 
’evening-mornings,’ was to be evening, or night, 
which measures six months; and that in the mid
dle of that night, or at midnight, viz. three 
months from the beginning of the tarrying time,

"Angels were watching with the 
deepest interest the result of 
the heavenly message, ... for 
another light was yet to shine 
upon them. — E.W., p. 235. ।

Bliss 
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Snow 
Hale 
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Gosse

June 21
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Feb.
Feb.
Apr.

I saw that they were correct in their reckoning of 
the prophetic periods; prophetic time closed in 1844, 
and Jesus entered the most holy plaoe^lie4 sanctuary at 
the ending of the days."— "Early Writings," p. 243.

"The same evidence which led them to look for their 
Lord in 1843, led them to expect him in 1844. Yet I 
saw that the majority did not possess that energy which 
marked their faith in 1843. Their disappointment had 
dampened their faith.”— ”Early Writings,” p. 110.
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BIBLICAL BASIS op 
Seventh Month Chronology-with 
Spirit of Prophecy Confirmation
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FIRST

DAY

”0f all the great religious movements since the days 
of the apostles, none have been more free from human 
imperfection and the wiles of Satan than was that of 
the autumn of 1844.”— "Great Controversy,” p. 401.
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ment

♦ In order to get April 19 as Nisan 1, the Mill
erites had simply to add 29 days (length of leap 
month Veadar) to March 21, the Rabbinical Nisan 1 
1844. That they understood this calculation, see 
Signs of the Times, July 12, 1843, page 149, col. 1.

"The first and second messages were given in 1843 
and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of the 
third; but all three of the messages are still to be 

, proclaimed."
"No human authority has any more right to change the

“the ory'began to be” heard This discovery and proo-
lamation began about the middle of July."—Hotchkiss 
Midnight Cry, Oct. 11, p. 119, 1844.



location of these messages than to substitute the New Testament 
for the Old.” (Deo. 6, 1896) Ellen G. White MS 32, 1896.
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Karaite true Nisan tied to April barley harvest (10) 
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Archbishop Usher even makes their year still later. In his Annals of the World, 
London ed. 1658, p, 26, he says: —

’’Upon the fourteenth day of the first month, (the fourth of May being our Tues
day,) in the evening, the Israelites celebrated their first passover, in the land of 
Canaan.—Josh. 5:10, Next day after the passover, (May 5th being Wednesday,) they 
ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan, unleavened bread and parched corn, and manna 
ceased the very day they began to live on the fruits of the land.—Josh.5:11, 12.”

Again he says, page 40, ’’The eighth day of the seventh month, (to wit, 30th of 
our Oct. being Friday,) was the first of the seven days of the dedication. The 
tenth day, (with us Nov. 1st, upon a Saturday,) was the fast of expiation or atone
ment held, whereupon (according to the Levitical law, chapter 25:9,) the Jubilee was 
proclaimed by the sound of a trumpet. The 15th day (our November 6th, being Friday,) 
was the feast of Tabernacles, The 22d, (our Nov. 13th, being also Friday,) was the 
last of the feast of tabernacles, which was also very solemnly kept.--2 Chron.viii:9; 
with Levit. xxii:36, and John vii:37,”

It is therefore very evident from the foregoing testimony, that the Rabbinical 
Jews are incorrect in their time for the commencement of the Mosaic year; so that, 
according to the Caraite reckoning and the ripening of the barley in Judea, the new 
moon of April is the proper commencement of the Jewish year. Consequently, this 
Jewish year began with the appearance of the moon on the 18th of April, bringing the 
passover on the 1st of May—an entire moon later than the Rabbinical passover. Reck
oning from this moon, the seventh Jewish month commenced with the appearance of the 
moon on the 13th of October; so that the tenth day of the seventh month synchronized 
with the 22d of that month.

It is therefore evident that the seventh month must have commenced with the new 
moon in October; and that the tenth day of the seventh month of the Jewish Sacred 
year, in A.D. 1844, could only synchronize with the 22d of that month.—Advent Shield, 
January, 1845, pp, 2 78, 279.



’’Dear Bro# Himes; Your letters, both from Portland and Boston, were received last 
Saturday, when on my way to Dresden, where I have lectured four days . . . I must 
converse with many—ansiver a host of questions—-write answers to letters from all 
points of the compass, from Canada to Florida, from Maine to Missouri.”—William 
Miller, Low Hampton, Oct. 15, 1840, ’’Views on the Prophecies,” J.V. Himes, 1842. 
Boston. Page 236.



But was not the vision a chronological one? Certainly, And could it be made plain 
on c^hronologlcaT.'iaLIe s"or charts, wIthout the right dates? Nay, verily. Then the 
quesTion^ resolve's itself into this form:—The Lord has commanded that the vision be 
made plain on tables or charts: this could not be done without the right dates:— 
but He commands nothing that cannot be done: therefore the watchman had the right 
dates, and those who have cast away their confidence in those dates are charging 
God with requiring impossibilities,”—Snow, S.S., ’’The Jubilee Standard,” June 5, 
1845,



In our last we proved conclusively, from’the midst of the week’ being the tenth day 
of the first month, that the 70 weeks must have ended on the tenth day of the sev- 
enth month• Consequently we must see that the 2300 days, of which the 70 weeks 
form the first part, began on the tenth day of the seventh month, whatever may have 
been the date of the year,n—Snow, S.S., ’’The Jubilee Standard,w May 22, 1845,



’’The view that the Lord ’had stretched out his hand the second time to recover the 
remnant of his people,’ on page 63, refers only to the union and strength once ex
isting among those looking for Christ, and to the fact that he had begun to unite 
and raise up his people again.”—"Early Writings,’’ Supplement, page 2,

’’Sister S. Blake, Richmond, R.I., writes: rWe have a small band of advent believers 
in this place, who are still looking for the speedy coming of the Just One, I am 
still with the body of Advent believers in the main principles, I do love to see 
firmness, honesty, and moral courage in the Christian believer; no shrinking from 
any Bible truth, however much against our worldy interest or former views; I am a 
Bible Sabbath keeper, and love to see due regard paid to every command of our bless
ed Lord,—May the Lord help us to be consistent, that we may be accounted worthy to 
suffer for the name of Jesus,”—’’Advent Herald,” Oct, 2, 1844, p, 72,



’’For eight long months we were discussing the subject of this cry.’’--Bates, "Way Marks 
and High Heaps,” p. 31,

’’And after it was finished we were at least eight months examining its features.”— 
Bates, ”Way Marks and High Heaps,” p. 31.



"The house (of Wm Miller) occupies an elevated position; and has a view of sixty miles 
in extent from the extreme north to the south, the eastern horizon being bounded by 
the Green Mountains, two of the highest peaks of which—Killington and Parkerston, 
loom up about thirty miles in the east. When the sun is at the equinox, it rises 
directly over the summit of Killington mountain,”—Bliss, S,, ’’Advent Herald,” July 
23, 1845, p, 189,



At 12 o’clock every day this account is made up and recorded in the journal of 
the voyage. This is what the sailors call dead reckoning. Every day when the sun is 
not obscured by clouds, the captain and officers ascertain the ship’s position in re
lation to her latitude, by watching the sun, and noting the moment she leaves the 
Eastern and passes into the Western Hemisphere, It is then 12 o’clock at noon; and 
the next day now commences, with reckoning for the next 24 hours.

But there is still another more intricate and difficult process, by which the 
true (and not the dead) reckoning is ascertained. This is done by measuring the dis
tance between the sun and moon, or moon and some well known star, if in the night. 
This process, when accomplished by the help of a nautical almanac, gives the ship’s 
longitude, showing clearly how many miles the ship is either east or west, as the 
case may be, of the port she left, , • What a beautiful figure this, for the truly 
humble, faithful followers of Jesus, As the Mariner is here dependent on the celes
tial scenery, (sun, moon and stars,) to correct every now and then his dead reckoning 
so the followers of Jesus are ever seeking from the Sun of Righteousness, whose hab
itation is in the heavens, a more correct view of their wanderings over the ocean of 
time, to correct their dead reckoning, and inspire them with unshaken confidence to 
pursue their pilgrimage toward the heavenly Canaan,—Bates, ”Way Marks and High Heaps,” 
p, 4,

But prophetic or symbolic times are always interpreted to mean as many true so
lar years as there are days in the period considered,—Bliss, ’’Advent Herald,” April 
26, 1843,

The changing of the moon early or late in the day, would make one day’s differ
ence in the time of its appearance; and therefore the astronomical full of the moon 
would not, within one day, determine the Jewish 14th of the moon,—Bliss, ’’Advent 
Herald,” Dec, 5, 1843, p, 145,



a. "This year, the first full moon came on the Jd of April) and whether the 
barley was then ripe, and the true passover then kept) or whether it was not observed 
till the following moon, we have no certain means of knowing. As the first full moon 
oame so late this year, it is probable the Caraites then observed the passover, un
less the harvest was more than unusually late. If so, it follows that we shall soon 
be in the seventh month.11--Ad vent Heraid*  Sept. 11, 181j4.j p*  45/ col*



Hoon Table in Advent Herald^ Sep~L.25y 1844
TABLE OF JEWISH FEASTS

New Year’s day . • • March 19, ) r Mew. - c-owj, n
April 18,° ) j.J

The Passover .... April 3, ”) Feast of unleavened
May 2, ) bread, the week after,

Lev. xxiii.5-8.
The Pentecost . . • Hay 27, ”) Feast of weeks, or 

June 24,*  ) harvest; the week 
after Deut.xvi.9,10.

Day of Atonement, Sept. 23, ”) Feast of tabernacles, 
on the 10th of the Oct. 22. ) or ingathering 5 days 
7th month, after. Ex.xxiii.14;

Lev.xxiii.39-42•

U) (detect Editor, Advent Herald, Sept. 25, 1844, p. 60.



Southard Marks Actual Ending of Seventh Month
Nov. 7, 1844 — ”We are thus brought to the conclusion that the seventh month is 

now closing:—and it is manifest that the cry of peace and safety will 
be uttered more confidently than ever before.”—Editorial, Midnight Cry, 1 ~ 
Nov. 7, 1844. Note: The Caraite seventh month ended on Nov. 11.

Holds to 22nd of October After the Disappointment

Nov. 14, 1844 — ”ln Lisbon and Anderson*  s town, there have been about thirty souls 
converted to Ood since the 22d of October, and many of the dear breth
ren and sisters, who never before heard a lecture, are now rejoicing in 
hope of soon seeing their Lord. "—Sadler, John, Midnight Cry, Nov. 14, 
1844, p. 159.



'Bliss’s Biography of Miller Acknowledges Validity of October 22 Date 
’’For a few months previous to this time, the attention of some had been
directed to the tenth day of the seventh month of the current Jewish 
year, as the probable termination of several prophetic periods*  This 
was not generally received with favor by those who sympathized with -Mr. 
Miller, till a few weeks previous to the time designated, which, on that 
year, following the reckoning of the Caraite Jews, fell on the 22d day 
of October •"—Quoted by James White in "Sketches of the Christian Life 
of William Miller," p. 295. Battle Creek, 1875.



Peavey Still Uncertain About Seventh Month
'Oct. 3, 1844,”1 answer, that from all the evidence which I now have on the sub

ject; the seventh month commences with the new moon of Sept, or Oct., 
which, I cannot determine positively; but it is quite certain that it 
cannot go beyond October ."—Peavey, G.W., Midnight Cry, Oct. 3, 1844, p. 
103, col. 3.



William Miller*s  Acknowledgement of October 22 Date

Aug. 13, 1845 — ”1 therefore had no fellowship with that movement until about two 
or three weeks previous to the 22d of October, when seeing it had at
tained such prevalence, and considering it was at a probable point of time, 
I was persuaded that\was a work of God, and felt that if it should pass 
by I should be more disappointed than I was in my first published time."— 
Miller, William, Advent Herald, Aug. 13, 1845, p. 4.



Himes and Bliss Accept "Definite Time"

Oct. 9, 1844 — "We have taken the position, that the time of the Advent of our 
Lord might be known . • • The definite time, as to a month or day, can
not be determined by the prophetic periods, as no one of them, or all 
of them together, can be harmonized in any one month, or day of the 
month. If then we have definite time, we can get it only by the typ
ical institutions, which were observed in a specified month,and day of 
the year ."—Joshua V. Himes, S. Bliss, Advent Herald, Oct. 9, 1844, p. 
80, sec, col.

Oct. 9, 1844 — "And with the light we now have on the subject, it is our deliber
ate conviction that the institution of the seventh month -- the feast 
of trumpets on the first -- the day of atonement on the tenth — and 
the feast of tabernacles on the fifteenth will be honoured by the great 
events of the end of our probationary state."—Bliss, Advent Herald, 
Oct. 9, 1844, p. 79.

Himes Names the Date of the Tenth Day of the Seventh Month
Oct. 14, 1844 — "Our present position — The expectation that the second coming 

of the Lord is to take place on the 10th day of the seventh Jewish month 
which coincides nearly^dth_October 22d, has produced an unexpected sen
sation • "—Himes, J.V., Advent Herald, Oct. 14, 1844, p. 94.



Secretary American Tract Society Acknpwledres October 22
Nov. 5, 1844 — "I claim and acknowledge my proper name to be Seth, a name which 

dates back to the third son of Adam — and, of course, is an antediluv
ian, and has survived one universal deluge, and also the 22d day of Octo
ber, 1844."—Bliss, Seth, Secretary of American Tract Society (letter 
to Editor Bliss of Advent Herald, objecting to the use of his initials), 
Advent Herald, Nov. 27, 1844, p. 125, col. 1.

Bliss Acknowledges Correctness of October 22 Date
January, 1845 — ”lt is therefore evident that the seventh month must have commenced 

with the new moon in October; and that the tenth day of the seventh month 
of the Jewish sacred year, in A.D. 1844, could only synchronize with the 
22d of that month.’’—Bliss, Sylvester, ’’Advent Shield," January, 1845, p. 
279.

H.H.Gross Still Acknowledges October 22 Date
June 10, 1845 — "Now 2300 years, commencing in the autumn of B.C. 457, would com

pletely terminate in the autumn of A.D. 1844. To which point, Oct. 22, 
1844, ’the vision’ was made ’plain on tables,’ and fulfilled the com
mand of God. Also the key, Dan. 9:24-27, or ’midst of the week,’ was 
fulfilled in AsD. 31, according to the best testimony I have ever seen, 
for the time of the crucifixion, where was fulfilled 486 1/2 years of 
the 2300, consequently the entire 2300 must have ended in A.D. 1844, Oct. 
22• ’’—Gross, H.H., The Jubilee Standard, June 10, 1845, p. 143.

Ellen G. White Confirms the October 22 Date

1884 — "The tenth day of the seventh month, the great day of atonement, the time 
of the cleansing of the sanctuary, which in 1844 fell upon the twenty- 
second of October, was regarded as the time of the Lord’s coming.’’— El
len G. white, "Great Controversy," p. 400.



Southard1s Early Chronology
April 25, 1844 -- "The new moon in April being passed, we are consequently beyond 

1843, not only Gentile, but Jewish, civil and ecclesiastical time, and 
are now in the year 1844, according to our chronology."—Southard, The 
Midnight Cry, April 25, 1844, p. 325.

October 22 Date Preached by Snow in Spring and Summer of 1844

Oct*  30, 1844 — "After it [Jewish year 1843] had passed away, Bro*  S.S. Snow 
fully embraced the opinion that, according to the types, the advent of 
the Lord, when it does occur, must occur on the tenth day of the sev
enth month; but he was not positive as to the year*  He afterwards saw 
that the prophetic periods do not actually expire until the present 
1844; he then planted himself on the ground that about the 22d of Octo
ber — the tenth day of the seventh month of this present year -- must 
witness the advent of the Lord of glory. This he preached in New-York, 
Philadelphia, and other places during the past spring and summer; and 
while many embraced his views, yet, no particular manifestation of its 
effects was seen, until about July*" —Bliss, The Advent Herald, Oct*  30, 
1844, p*  93, col*  1*

Snow Dates Advent "Within Three Months" in Letter to Southard

Aug. 8, 1844 — "We believe these chronological dates to be correct. If they are 
so, ’the dispensation of the fulness of time1 will open upon us within 
three months. ’0! let us be ready to hail the glad day.1 "—Snow, S.S,, 
the Midnight Cry, Aug. 22, 1844, p. 51, col*  3.

Peayey Ar<UQS--BL Month... in Letter to Southard >
Sept. 3, 1844 — "But when will the tenth day of the seventh month come? says one. 

Well, some of my brethren seem to think that it will occur £bout_ the__22d 
of October*  There are, to be sure, some probabilities in favor of that 
time, but still I think the probabilities are quite as clear in favor of 
the next new moon’s [Peavey here refers to September, as he iifotiediatdly 
states] being the beginning of the seventh month, as the hew moon in Octo
ber; and if so, we may look for it to occur about the 22d of the present 
month*"  [Peavey then sets forth difference between Rabbins and Caraites, 
and repeats his argument.] "The present is said to be such a year [that 
is, spring of 1843 in Jewish calendar was not embolismic]; this being the 
case, the new moon of September begins the seventh month; if not the 
case, it may extend to the next moon in October*" —Peavey, G.W., The Mid
night Cry, Sept*  12, 1844, p*  75, col*  2.

Southard Still Hesitating Re the Seventh Month

Oct. 3, 1844 — "Our readers may have noticed that we have spoken with some hesita
tion in reference to the seventh month, though we have inserted the com
munications of brethren who were fully convinced the Lord would then 
come. We confess that we have not been sufficiently awake on the accum
ulating evidence, that the Bridegroom is near ."—Southard, The Midnight 
Cry, Oct. 3, 1844, p. 101, col. 2.





George Storrs -- "October .22 or 23"

-OMiT-10'44 — "’He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry, ’ beyond the 
first of the seventh month this fall, i.e. beyond the tenth day of the 
seventh month, or Oct. 22 pr 23."—Storrs, George, Mjda4gh-t.-.Cryy Oot.-gy 
1844, p« 102.

—■ Jlg-. - ;......................................... . ................................—
Storrs Stresses Last Moment of Tenth Day

14 L- ’’The tenth day of the seventh month cannot I think be farther off 
than October 22d or 23d; it may be sooner. From the language of Levit
icus xxiii. 32, I think the hour of the advent will be at the evening 
of the tenth day; thus God may design to try our faith till the very 
last moment • • •”—Storrs, George, Advent Herald, Oct. 9, 1844, p. 74, 
sec • col• **

** Later, Storers Seegis to Fix Upon the 22nii . ..

Oct. 31, 1844 — Bro. *Stor/s,  having spent two days in Philadelphia,-returned with 
that sheet, '£Ke author of which he had seen and conversed with [Gorgas]• 
He made imm^dia^arrangements for its publication, and wished to havo 
it sent io our frich<s as f‘ar as it would reach before the 22d 
Southa/H, Midnight Cry, Oct. 31, 1844, p. 144.

IK—

X.^Sauthard’ s Table Giving October 23 (His own

Southard, Midnight Cry, Oct. 11, 1844, p. 117, col. 2

1st month, Abib or Nisan, begins April 18
The Passover, May 2
Waving of the first fruits " 4
Pentecost June 223
7th month begins, (Blowing of Trumpets) Oct. 13 [Correct date]
10th day of the month, " 23 r- । ,, ■/ =l each one dax
15th day, (Feast of Tabernacles) tt po X L

too late For

Southard1s Conclusion Selects October 23
‘ 0®ti 1'1, 10 41 ■- "We are, therefore, shut up to this conclusion, that the new moon 

of October begins the seventh month, and the anniversary of the day of 
atonement will be on Oct. 23. We have given our reasons for believing 
that Christ will then come, the second time, to the salvation of them 
that love His appearing."—Southard. Midnight Cry, Oct. 11, 1844, p. 
117, col. 3.

"Time at Jerusalem" — Southard again, He 10th Day of Tisri
19| 1844 — "TIME AT JERUSALEM.—If that is to be the standard, we may not see 

the tenth day till Oct. 23d, for the new moon-was not till the morning 
of Oct. 12th at Jerusalem, and if it did ppt appear. till the evening of 
the 13th, then the first day of the tenth^monw "M^nt, even, be as late 
as the 14th, and the tenth day might therefore be on the 24th. Let us, 
therefore, not cast away our confidence, if the Lord should not come on 
the23d of this month. But let none presume upon the continuance of 
time beyond the 22d•"--Southard, Midnight Cry, Oct. 19, 1844, p. 132, 
col. 2.



'W. Oaf. ■hm"



EnochJacobs — "22d Inst earlier or later.”
Oct.

Nov.

19, 1844 — ”To tell you the truth, when we rolled up the tent, I felt it was 
for the last time. The evidence to my mind, ms strong that the heavens 
would be rolled together as a parchment scroll, before the tent, would be 
unrolled, whether Christ comes on the 22d inst earlier or later, I re- < 
main waiting for that blessed hope Jacobs, Enoch ^letter written Oct.

‘wf ° ~n.—Tr-^4._..Ot7n-A iq tqzji _

James Battersby Emphasizes 23rd of October
14, 1844 — Since the 23rd has passed, I have visited Oswego, Syracuse, York 

Mills, and Utica, and have found, in each place, bands faithfully devot
ed to the Lord, etc .’’—Battersby, James, Midnight Cry, Nov. 14, 1844, p. 
160.

A » ■- A. ■ »

w . * ■ Quotation from William Miller Re 23rd October >/•.
— ——■ ■■ ■ .—.—_ , .. ... ■■ .... . .

Dec. 11, 1844 — ’’Never since the days of the Apostles has there been such a di
vision line drawn, as was drawn about the 10th, pr 23d day of the 7th 
Jewish month.” —Mi 1 ler, Wi 1 liam, Voice of Truth, Dec. 11th, 1844. 
Quoted in ’’Way Marks and High Heaps,” p. 45.

Elon Galusha’s Analogical Conclusion for October 22 Or 23

Dec. 19, 1844 -- ”0ur expectation of the Advent on the 22d or 23d of October, was 
founded upon an analogical argument, which, though sound and convincing, 
came short of absolute certainty in two particulars. First [referring 
to types] . . • Second, notwithstanding the best evidence we could obtain 
on the subject, led us to the honest opinion, that the tenth day of the 
seventh month synchronized with the 22d_or_23d dayiof^October; yet we 
could not arrive at certainty where the Jewish chronologers themselvos 
disagree • • •”—Galusha, Elon, Midnight Cry, Dec. 19, 1844, p. 198.

B.T.Young -- ”23d of October last”
Feb. 20, 1845 — "According to the views of sone, who give an exposition'of Mat. 

25th, there is no opportunity for sinners to obtain pardon now, unless 
they were penitent on, or before, the 23d of October last. Is it true? 
Does such a theory accord with the facts? It seems to me it does not; 
but is directly opposed to God’s word and dealings, at this juncture of 
the world’s history. Facts are stubborn things, and they prove that 
God has, since the tenth day of the 7th month, convicted and converted 
many poor sinners•”--Young, B.T., The Morning Watch, Feb. 20, 1845, p. 
62.

Whiting — ”22d or 23d, or Any Other Day of October Last”
March 6, 1845 — ’’Now it will not be pretended, that, previous to October last, we 
’ had received any information as to the period of the barley harvest at

Jerusalem. The supposed coincidence of the tenth day with the 22d or 
23d, or any other day of October last, is altogether a matter of con
jecture. Hence, all the inferences as to the trumpet having been blown 
on that day, &c., have no solid foundation. Suppose the reasonings 
built on the typical import of the tenth day were true (yet they are 
not, by this insuperable difficulty), we do not know that Oct. 22d, or 
23d, was actually the tenth day of the seventh month.’’--Whiting, N.N«, 
The Morning Watch, March 6, 1845, p. 76.



DOCUMENTATION OF POSTULATE I 

(Astronomical Full Moon on Nisan 13 at Jerusalem)

(a) PETAVIUS: Anatolius Placed Pasohal Full Moon on Nisan 13

’’For he [Anatolius] maintained that that moon only was the paschal XIVth, 
which the full moon would await in the evening, that is, before sunset, yet be
sides would be named on the XHIth, and not on the XIVth" (Petavius, Dion., (Epi- 
phani Constantiae," Toraus Seoundus, p. 195, Coloniae, 1682).

(b) ANATOLIUS: Cites Commentary Quoting Aristobulos (Caspari)

"Aristobulos," it is there said, "maintained that at the pasohal festival 
the sun as well as the moon must necessarily have passed the equinoctial point} 
that the day of the pasohal feast began on the XIVth of Nisan after the evening, 
when the moon stands diametrically opposed to the sun, as any one oan see at the 
time of full moon" (Cited by Caspari, Ch. Ed., "Introduction to the Life of Christ," 
p. 8. Tr. by Evans, Edinburgh, 1876). From German.

(o) CASPARI; Comment on Anatolius Reference

"Anatolius, who lived at the period of the Sanhedrin of Tiberias, to which 
we have already frequently referred, made an excerpt from a book, probably genuine, 
at all events very ancient, which describes the manner of determining the paschal 
festival, in all respects agreeing with the data afforded by Jewish tradition" 
(Caspari, Idem, p. 9).

(d) NANCEL: Quoting Anatolius from Eusebius (Eccles. Hist.)

"Since there are two equinoxes, in spring and autumn, separated by equal dis
tances: and since the passover was appointed on the 14th day of the first month 
after the evening at which time the moon is caught in the region opposite to the sun 
as even it is permitted to the eyes to see; the sun, in any case, is found holding 
a part of the vernal equinox, but the moon, on the contrary, of the autumnal" (Nan- 
cel, Nicolai, "Analogia Microcosm! Ad Macrocosmon, Secunda Pars, Ad Lilios Fratres," 
Col. 1204, Paris, 1611).

(e) NANCEL: Citing Theophilus

"For Theophilus decreed that the fourteenth [Passover] ought to be seen when 
the moon in her full ourcuit arises at the same moment in which the Sun sets. For 
to this priest of the Alexandrian church, Theodosius the Emperor at one time com
mitted the care of settling the disagreement, year of our Lord, 390, as his writings 
disclose" (Nanoel, "Analogis," l.c.)

(f) SIDERSKY: Passah Evening Coincides With Full Moon

"Indeed, we know that the evening of the Jewish Passah must coincide with 
the full moon (according to the texts quoted above from Josephus and Philo), and in 
no case could precede this physical phenomenon. Sometimes it oan happen that due 
to certain circumstances, the new moon is fixed on the day after the next day after 
conjunction, and that the Passover is celebrated 24 hours after the full moon, but 
the contrary is impossible" (Sidersky, "Etude sur 1’origins astronomique de la chron 
ologie juive" p. 636. Paris, 1913).

(g) VATICAN OBSERVATORY: Christian Passover Never on Day of Full Moon



(g) VATICAN OBSERVATORY: Christian Passover Never on Day of Full Moon

"Lilius*  century rule for the omission of leap days was adopted, but his 
lunar cycle was modified. The Prutenio Tables were made the basis, and the epacts 
were all diminished by unity, in other words, Luna XIVth was put one day later, to 
remove all danger of Easter ever being celebrated on the day of the astronomical 
full moon, as was forbidden by the old canons" (Hagen, J.G., "Catholic Encyclopedia 
Vol. IX, p. 251, Art. "Lilius." New York, 1913).

(h) AlbirUnl: Arabs number the night of full moon

"The 13th night [is called] sawfc*,  the 14th, the night of "badr," because 
in it the moon is full, and her light complete" (Albirun!, "Chronology of Ancient 
Nations," p. 75. Tr. by Sachau, London, 1879)*  [it should be remembered that among 
the Arabs, as also among the Jews, the night precedes the day, so that the "14" 
night is that which begins at sunset on the 13th.]
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translators^ A\t has been quoted again and again, and discussed byythe Church

and chronologers alike throughout the Christian era. And 

quential part in all the great Easter controversies. The 

disputes can be referred to the relation of this festival 

it has taken a conse-

majority of the Easter

to the equinox. But

one of these arguments — the Scot heresy in the 7th century — opposed the an

cient plan of the paschal 14th, as coinmitted to writing by Anatolius. The Scot 

bishop was Wilfrid, and he reproved the Scots, because, although they celebrated

Easter on the 14th, yet they did not follow the plan of Anatolius^, 

Plan of Anatolius with Respect to Paschal 14th /
"For he maintained the paschal 14th to be only that which the full 

moon would overtake in the evening, that is.before sunset, and would 
moreover be called the 13th, not the 14th." r -to

(3-)—- Chronologer Nance 1 Cites Aristobulus in 1611
’’Since there are two equinoxes, in spring and 

distances, and since the passover ms appointed 
first month, after the evening when the moon is

autumn, separated by equal 
on the 14th day of the 
caught in the region op-

posite to the sun, as also the eyes may prove, certainly the sun is found 
holding a part of the vernal equinox, but the moon, on the contrary, of 1 
the autumnal J’4*

z(*4 )■ Reckoning of Anatolius Confirmed by Bucherius
"For in lunar reckoning, each day is not ended at evening by the same 

number in which it is begun in the morning: since the day, which in the
morning is numbered 13 by the moon 
to be 14th.”44 I Ui -y-cle-U

in the same evening is found

Many/^citations show that the Jewish pa ssover began at the next sunset after

the moon fulled. Philo stresses

must be on days that are full of

the fact that both Passover and Tabernacles 

light, a circumstance that could only^eeur af-

ter the full moon on the eastern horizon faces the setting sun in the west. In

ancient Egypt, the actual day of full moon was called the ’’feast of the bright
46rising,” while the 14th day was named the ’’majesty of the ram.” The Arabs

call the night between the 13th and 14th ”badr,” which means that the moon is

full, and her light complete•

The fulling of the moon after sunset delays the Passover a"wh6Ie Hay^ In

every century there are 25 or more after-sunset full %oons. In the.first century,

there^war©- an unusual number of them — between thirty and forty. If, in such

42
4$

II ' I1 ■■■*■  —I "■ ■ ■

Petavii,,Dionysii ”Animdversiories/’.’in,8piphanii opus, p. 195. Heresy LI
' Hancelii, iiicolai,' ”Analogia Microcosm! ad Macrocosmon,** ’^Secunda Pars Ad LiIios

44
45
46

Fratres, Col. -1204. Lutetiae Parisiorum, 1611.
Bucherii, Aegidii, "De Doctrina Temporum," p. 444.
Philo Judaeus, "The Life of Moses," Vol. Ill, p. 291. Tr. by Yonge. London
Brugsoh. Heinrich, "Inschriften altaegyptischer Denkmaeler,” p. 50. Leipzig 

4? Albxr-dhi, ’’Chronology of Ancient Nations," p. 75.

1855
188
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.45 y, Barley Quickly Ripens After Rains Are Over
’’The harvest falls out entirely according to the rainy season. After 

the rains cease, the corn soon arrives at maturity, but it usually fe- 
mains in the fields a long time after it is ripe.”58

A Sheaf of Ripe Barley Offered at Passover Time
’’And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until 

the self same day that ye have brought an offering unto your God.
/Z|Ahen ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap 

the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of 
your harvest unto the priest:

^And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: 
priest shall wave it. 9on the morrow after the sabbath the

Briefly then, the identifying mark of the passover season wasj sa-

ic command. This important characteristic 
(cl) I

'wave sheaf had to be offered by thetime.

vvas the barley harvest, during which
(Cb)

priest, and.of necessity, the pas- 
' —-■■■ • ■ - /t \

chai moon had to full. These facts eliminate all March full moons, and also

those of early April as belonging to the paschal season, the exact limits 
which may be^computed from the records of the Assuan papyri^

- oensiderad in-that-

With reference to the paschal 14th, and its relation to the passover full

' i moon, a citation is here offered that alone is an explicit answer to the question.

It comes from the pen of Aristobulus, an Alexandrian Jew, who lived about 160 B.C.
40He is said to have been ^master in the court of the king of Egypt. He was <•'

quoted in an ancient commentary on the Pentateuch, and from that source, his

statements were passed down to posterity by Eusebius and Anatolius •

^41)^ Original Statement of Aristobulus Regarding Passover Date
’’’Aristobulus,1 it is there said, ’maintained that at the paschal fes

tival the sun as well as the moon must necessarily have passed the equi
noctial point; that the day of the paschal fejstival began on the 14th 
of Nisan after the evening, when the moon stands diametrically opposed 
to the sun, as anyone can see at the time of full moon.* ”41

The foregoing citation has not changed its meaning at the hands of many

38buhle, Johan Gottlieb, ’’Economical Calendar,” p. Brunswick, 1785.
39 Lev. 23:14,10,11. 71 ft. XfetT.
4°2 Mac. 1:10. V ’ ‘ U, .
4^Caspari, Ch. Ed., ’’Introduction to the Life of Christ,” p. 8.')Edinburgh, 1876.



"when the angel was about to unfold to Daniel the intensely interesting proph
ecies to be recorded for us who are to witness their fulfilment, the angel said, 
1 Be strong, yea, be strong**  We are to receive the very same glory that was re
vealed to Daniel, because it is for God*s  people in these last days, that they 
may give the trumpet a certain sound*" —Ellen G. White, MS 18, 1888.

"A transforming power attended the proclamation of the first and second angels*  
messages, as it attends the message of the third angel. Lasting convictions were 
made upon human minds. The power of the Holy Spirit was manifested. There was 
diligent study of the Scriptures, point by point. Almost entire nights were devot
ed to earnest searching of the Word. We searched for the truth as for hidden treas
ures. The Lord revealed Himself to us. Light ms shed on the prophecies, and we 
knew that we received divine instruction.’’—(Dec. 6, 1896) Ellen G. white, MS 32 
1896.

’’The first and second messages were given in 1843 and 1844, and we are now under 
the proclamation of the third; but all three of the messages are still to be pro
claimed. It is just as essential now as ever before that they shall be repeated to 
those who are seeking for the truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the procla
mation, showing their order, and the application of the prophecies that bring us to 
the third message.’’—(Dec. 6, 1896), Ellen G. White, MS 32, 1896.

p -t. ’’I saw that they were correct in their reckoning of the prophetic periods; pro
phetic time closed in 1844, and Jesus entered the most holy place to cleanse the 
sanctuary at the end of the days. Their mistake consisted in not understanding 
what the sanctuary ms, and the nature of its cleansing.”—Early Writings, p. 243.

"The computation of the prophetic periods on which that message ms based, 
placing the close of the 2300 days in the autumn of 1844, stands without impeach
ment. ’’—Great Controversy, p. 457.

"The midnight cry ms not carried so much by argument, though the Scripture proof 
ms clear and conclusive. There went with it an impelling power that moved the 
soul. There ms no doubt, no questioning .’’--Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. IV, p. 250.

"Of all the great religious movements since the days of the apostles, none have 
been more free from human imperfection and the wiles of Satan than ms that of the 
autumn of 1844."—Great Controversy, p. 401.

"With clearness the believers explained their mistake, and gave the reasons why 
they expected their Lord in 1844. Their opposers could bring no argument against 
the powerful reasons offered.’’—Early writings, p. 237.

"Prophecy was fulfilled in the first and second angel*  s messages. They were 
given at the right time, and accomplished the work which God designed to accomplish 
by them."—Early Writings,p. 245.

"No human authority has any more right to change the location of these messages 
than to substitute the New Testament for the Old."—(Dec. 6, 1896) Ellen G. White

"As in the parable the cry ms raised at midnight announcing the approach of 
the bridegroom, so in the fulfilment, midway between the spring of 1844, when it ms 
first supposed that the 2300 days would close, and the autumn of 1844, at which time 
it was afterward found that they were really to close, such a cry ms raised, m 
the very words of the Scripture: ’Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
Him.’’’—Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 4, p. 249.







"As the train of His glory filled the temple, light from the holy of holies 
was shed upon His waiting people on the earth.”—Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. IV, 
p. 273.

"An exceedingly bright and glorious light shone around those who had cherished 
the light which had been imparted to them. Their faces shown with excellent glory, 
and they united with the angels in the cry, ’Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!”’— 
Early Writings, p. 242.

"Satan and his angels sought to hinder this light from spreading, and having 
its designed effect. They contended with the angels from Heaven, telling them that 
God had deceived the people. • .’’—Early Writings, p. 248.

"Their mistake had not been in the reckoning of the prophetic periods, but in 
the event to take place at the end of the 2300 days.”—Great Controversy, p. 424.

’’They could not consent, without Bible evidence, to renounce positions which 
had been reached through earnest, prayerful study of the Scriptures, by minds en
lightened by the Spirit of God, and hearts burning with its living power; positions-, 
which had withstood the most searching criticisms and the most bitter opposition of 
the popular religious teachers and worldly-wise men, and which had stood firm 
against the combined forces of learning and eloquence, and the taunts and revilings 
alike of the honorable and the base.”—Great Controversy, p. 406.

"At the termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, no sanctuary had existed on 
earth for many centuries; therefore the sanctuary in Heaven must be the one brought 
to view in the declaration, ’Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed .’’—Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. IV, p. 262.

’’The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer 
of 1844, and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United 
States, where the warning of the judgment had'been most widely proclaimed and 
most generally rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most 
rapid."--Great Controversy, p• 389.

"At the time appointed for the judgment — the close of the 2300 days, in 
1844 — began the work of investigation and blotting out of sins.”—Great Contro
versy, p. 486.

’’Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents 
the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living.”—Great Con
troversy, p. 483.

’’And holy angels, as ministers and witnesses, in number ’ten times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands,’ attend this great tribunal."—Great Controversy, p. 
479.

"The 2300 days had been found to begin when the commandment of Artaxerxes for 
the restoration and building of Jerusalem, went into effect, in the autumn of 
B.C. 457.’’--Great Controversy, p. 410.

"The tenth day of the seventh month, the great day of atonement, the time of 
the cleansing of the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon the twenty-second 
of October, was regarded as the time of the Lord’s coming."—Great Controversy, p. 
400.



Newfirfc Daily Advertiser, October 22, 1844 —

The End of the World.— We understand the world was not transfigured this v 
i mfrrni ng a greeab1e to promise; but have not been informed whether the Advent 
। occurred or not.

Baltimore»Sun, October 22, 1844 —
• The Day.—This is the day, according to the Millerites, which is to bring 

• about the final consummation of all things, errors excepted; it having been re- 
• cently discovered that the 10th day of the 9th month, Jewish time, occurred on 

the 23d September, and another error in relation to the restoration of the 
temple, throwing the final period of Millerism back as far as 1839.

Baltimore American, October 22, 1844 —
MILLERISM.—We are informed that nearly all of the persons who have visited 

this city as preachers of the Millerite doctrines, contending that the world 
will be destroyed to morrow, the 23d instant, took their departure yesterday 
morning.

Baltimore Sun, October 23, 1844 —
A MILLERITE BLUNDER.—The New York Evening Post says —’We learn from un

exceptionable authority, an aged Jewish gentleman who holds a very responsi
ble situation in one of the synagogues of this city, that the 10th day of the 

t seventh month, according to Jewish computation, is already past. It was the 
23d of September last, and was celebrated by the Jews throughout the world, as 
the great day of atonement, one of their high festivals.’

Worcester Palladium, October 23, 1844 —
MILLERISM. Yesterday, the 22d pf Octpber, was the time apppinted by the dis 

ciples of Miller, for the great white cloud to be let down to earth, and take 
up all true believers, preparatory to the annihilation of the rest of the human 
family, and the renovation and beautifying of the world by fire. • •

Boston Mercury, October 24, 1844 —
THE END OF THE WORLD.—Here we are eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, just as the anti-diluvians were when Noah entered the Ark, and the 
flood came and destroyed them all.—What a set of disappointed fools the Miller
ites must be to day. They have brought their own reason to an end; but that is 
a small part of the world. But sone are not certain but to-morrow is the day.— 
From the Journal of Commerce of Tuesday.

Boston Evening Transcript. October 24, 1844 —

With regard to Millerism, ’the day’ is past, and the tomorrow is one of 
those sine die dates that cannot precisely be determined upon even with the 
most accurate computation of the most oautiously-calculating-Second-Advent- 
believer. The ’end of the world’ is not as yet, and, if we are to believe the
Scripture iour wherein the son of man cometh.’

Boston Evening Transcript, ctober 25, 1844 —
THE MILLERITES.—We learn that a body of Millerites 

the vicinity of Phoenixville, and remained there during 
and Tuesday, exposed to the inclemency of the weather, 
frightful.

encamped on Monday, in 
the nights of Monday 
The scene at times was

Portsmouth Journal (New Hampshire), October 26, 1844 —

THE MILLERITES [From the Philadelphia Ledger of Wednesday, October 23].— 
A part of these unfortunate and misguided people pitched their tents on Mong 
day in a field belonging to Isaac Yocumb, on the Darby road, about three mixes 
and a half from the Permanent bridge. The first tent was erected about 12 
o’clock. The converts •eentin’’ed 1’ww.i’*- jM*e  encampment a llthat dey and 
night, males and females, some-in omnibusses, carriages, and on foot.

Yesterday morning [22nd] a second tent was erected, and the numbers had 
increased very greatly.



1844 NEWSPAPERS

, Oct. XI,« 1 -
Millerism. We are assured by one who was formerly a Jew, that the 10th 

day of the seventh month, according to the Jewish computation, was the.23d of 
September past, and not the 23d of the present month — so that the period 
assigned by the Millerites for the destruction of the world has already passed.

Boston Evening Transcript, October 12 --
THE TABERNACLE is crowded night and day with Millerites who express a per

fect confidence that the judgment day will be here by the 22d inst. Hundreds 
from the neighboring towns sleep in the Tabernacle every night-

The New York Weekly News,
A MILLERITE AND HIS LAWYER.—The client states in the firs ?.L^ce that he 

is poor, that he owes the lawyer the debt, and that the world ' uld undoubted
ly come to an end on the 23d inst., but that he feels that he c nnot die in 
peace unless the lawyer will forgive him the debt. If assured -r the lawyer 
that he would release him from the demand, he would be fully pr' pared to meet 
the second coming of Christ on the 22d inst. The lawyer wrote, in an answer 
to the letter, that if the world should surely come to an end on the 22d. he would 
would forgive the debt, but if the world went on as usual after the 22d, he 
should expect his client to come to his office and pay him at ‘least fifty 
cents on the dollar.

Boston Evening Transcript, October 14^ 1844 —
MILLERISM. The excitement at the Tabernacle, says the Post, produced by

the second advent preachers, rose to so high a pitch on Saturday, that the 
principal authors of it became alarmed, and announced that there would be no 
more public lectures there at present, and advised their deluded followers to 
repair to their homes and seek the salvation of as many souls as possible be
fore the 22d inst, when the judgment day would certainly arrive. Accordingly, 
on Saturday evening, the gates of the Tabernacle were closed.

ton Evening Transcript, October 16, 1844 —

’’DISTURBANCES AT THE TABERNACLE!” TO THE PUBLIC [Joshua V. Himes]. Our 
present position -- the expectation that the Coming of the Lord is to take 
place on the 10th day of the seventh Jewish month, which coincides nearly 
with October 22d, has produced an unexpected sensation.

Baltimore American, October 19, 1844 — - ■ " ■ -"-.I. ■ " —...— < ■' ' .........
MiIlerism.—According to the latest annunciation of the Millerites, the 

period at which the dissolution of this world is to take place is Wednesday 
next, the 23d October instant -- the day being, as they allege, the ’10th day 
of the seventh month’ mentioned in the Bible. This prediction of these de
luded people is as great a mistake as which they have heretofore made, inas
much as the 10th day of the seventh month has already gone by. According to 
the Jewish calculation, the day in question was the 23d of September last, and 
in conformity with this calculation one of the principal Jewish Festivals was 
duly observed in the past month September.

Boston Evening Transcript, October 22, 1844 —

MILLERISM. A large number of this deluded sect were congregated at New 
Bedford and Fairhaven this morning. The Col’s correspondent informs him that 
among the vast number expecting to take their departure, this day, but three 
were missing when he closed his letter.



Le Canadien, Quebec, Canada.Lundi, 21 October
Gare au 23 Octobre! [Look out for the 23rd of October!]

Baltimore Clipper, Tuesday, October 22, 1844
To-morrow will put an end to the extraordinary delusion under which 

the Millerites labor, and «e hope that they will again resume their labors.

Baltimore Clipper, October 15, 1844
END OF THE WORLD. The itinerant lecturers or preachers who are distract

ing the minds of weak people in this city, by insisting that the world is to 
destroyed in a few dajrs, (on next Wednesday week we are informed), etc.

Baltimore Clipper, October 10, 1844
THE END OF THE WORLD COMING. It is wonderful how many people believe 

that the world will end the 23d inst, or before!

Baltimore Sun, October 14, 1844’
W—e=g- s-g-.-J .sr.r ff ■" r " ?■ x. r ga ..^.gra

Millerites awaiting the Grand Finale.— • • • The Meridith Bridge (N.H.) 
Gazette gives several instances of respectable men, who have made complete 
arrangements for the coming of the bridegroom, and who expect to hear the 
midnight cry on the 22d October.

The following advertisement appeared in the Philadelphia Ledger;

WARNING.—I believe, according to the Scriptures, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ will be revealed in the clouds of Heaven on the tenth day of the sev
enth month, which agrees with the 22d instant.

Clorinda S. Minor

Baltimore Sun, October 18, 1844
THE MILLER DELUSION.—The recent movement of the Millerites, says the 

Boston Mercantile Journal, has been followed by the most deplorable re
sults. Many of them, under the impression that the world will be destroyed 
on the 22d inst, have given away their money and goods as freely as water.

Baltimore Clipper, October 23, 1844
THE LAST DAY. Whilst some of the Millerites assert that the world is

to be destroyed to-day, others are no less positive that yesterday was the 
time appointed for that great event.



THE TABERNACLE is crowded day and night with Millerites who express a perfect con
fidence that the judgment day will be here by the 22d inst, Hundreds from the 
neighboring towns sleep in the Tabernacle every night. Several windows were bro
ken last evening, by potatoes and other missiles thrown from the street, but the 
police soon put a stop to the fun by'making some arrests,”— ’’Evening Transcript,” 
October 12, 1844, Boston,

'But the great day of expectation is past and gone, and here is our terra firma un
melted by ’fervent heat1 and maintaining its usual course as one of the planets of 
a great system, ’Here we are,1 in the language of the Journal of Commerce for the 
22d inst, ’eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, just as the anti- 
diluvians were.when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them. 
What a set of disappointed fools the Millerites must be today. They have brought 
their own reason to an end; but that is a small part of the world. But some are 
not certain but tomorrow is the day. Well, let them wait in their frantic moon un
til tomorrow night, and even all this week, and if when next Sunday comes the sun 
rises as usual, let them quit Millerism and betake themselves to churches where 
truth is taught,’”—’’Evening Transcript,” Oct. 24, 1844. Boston,

'MILLERISM, A large number of this deluded sect were congregated at New Bedford and 
Fairhaven this morning. The Col’s correspondent informs him that among the vast 
number expecting to take their departure, this day, but three were missing when he 
closed his letter,”—"Evening Transcript,”October 22, 1844, Boston,

'MILLERISM. The excitement at the Tabernacle, says the Post, produced by the second 
advent preachers, rose to so high a pitch on Saturday, that the principal authors 
of it became alarmed, and announced that there would be no more public lectures 
there at present, and advised their deluded followers to repair to their homes and 
seek the salvation of as many souls as possible before the 22d inst, when the judg- 
ment day would certainly arrive. Accordingly, on Saturday evening the gates of the 
Tabernacle were closed.”— ’’Evening Transcript,” Monday Evening, October 14, 1844.

'DISTURBANCES AT THE TABERNACLE, [From statement by Joshua V, Himes in ”Evening Tran
script,” October 16, 1844], To the city authorities, who faithfully tendered their 
services we are grateful, though we could not promote the objects of the meeting, 
when such protection was needed, . , We expect the realization of the promise of 
God. He who delivered Noah and Lot. He who brought his people out of Egypt and 
Babylon, has promised (as above, we believe) to save them finally ’by his Son from 
Heaven,’ We expect it. We have hazarded all on that expectation: and we only ask 
that God may give us, and all who look for him grace, to abide the issue. —Joshua 
V, Himes, In behalf of the Adventists in Boston and vicinity, Boston, October 14, 
1844. ’’Evening Transcript,” Oct, 16, 1844,

"They [the Adventists] fixed upon the tenth day of the seventh month to close the 
scenes of mortality; and the saints must leave off work, sell or give away their 
property, and be ready by the ’22d of October. But here they mistake the month, and 
have fixed upon the eighth, instead of the seventh!!”—Advent Herald, Nov. 27, 1844 
p« 124, col. 1, quoting Zion’s Herald,
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’As we came down to the spring of 1844 • • •
pie most important point then to settle ms where in the history of the world 

- the 2300 days commenced. It was finally settled that 457 years before Christ, and 
A1843 full years after Christ, made just 2300 full and complete years. . .

' Scripture testimony was also clear that every year commenced with the nevi moon 
in the spring, just fourteen days before the yearly passover. See Ex. 12:1-6; 
13:3,4. It was therefore settled that the 17th day of April, 1844, Roman time, ms 
the close of the year 1843, Bible time .’’—Bates, Joseph, Life of Joseph Bates, i - 
p. 297. Battle Creek, 1878. ------------------ -------------

’’For a few months previous to this time, the attention of some had been directed 
to the tenth day of the seventh month of the current Jewish year, as the probable 
termination of several prophetic periods. This was not generally received with 
favor by those who sympathized with Hr. Hiller till a few weeks previous to the 
time designated, which, on that year, following the reckoning of the Caraito Jews, 
fell on the 22d day of October .’ ’’—James White, Life of William Hiller, p. 295, 1 
Battle Creek, 1875. Z (X-c.

’’Every scholar knows that we are correct as to the Caraite seventh month.”—Ad- 
vent Herald, Nov. 27, 1844, p. 124, col. 2.

How the Jews Count and Date Their Day I

’’Furthermore, it must be understood that when I say that Tisri begins from the 
tenth of October, I mean from the night which followed sunset of the ninth day, 
from which sunset the Jews count the beginning of the tenth. Thus, the evening 
of the sixth day itself is the beginning of the Sabbath. When, therefore, I speak 
of the beginning of the Sabbath, I mean sunset of the day of Venus [Friday] 
Scaliger, Joseph, De Qnendatione Temporum, p. 85. Francofurt, 1593.

’’The day belongs to the preceding night.”—Schwarz, Adolph, The Jewish Calendar, 
p. 6. Breslau, 1872.

’’None of them [Jewish months] had fewer than twenty-nine days, and therefore 
they never looked for the new moon before the night following the twenty-ninth day; 
and, if they then saw it, the next day was the first day of the following month. 
Neither had any of their months more than thirty days, and therefore they never 
looked for the new moon after the night following the thirtieth day; but then, if 
they saw it not, they cone ludedj that*.  that the appearance was obstructed by the 
clouds, and made the next day the first of the following month, without expecting 
any longer; and of twelve of these months their common year consisted .’’—Pride aux, 
Humphrey, Connexion, Vol. I, Preface, p. 51. New York, 1845. Quoted by Mlierites.

’’The Sabbaths extended ’from even unto even,1 that is, from the evening (about 
6 o’clock) of the day which we should call Friday to the evening of Saturday. The 
day of the Lord’s passover, in which the lamb or kid must be killed, and the pas
chal supper eaten — ’the fourteenth day of the first month’ — must, therefore, 
have extended from our Thursday evening to Friday evening.”—Hale, Signs of the

"The worshiper's" under the typical law were to afflict their souls in the 7th 
no. 10th day of the month from evening of the ninth to even of the loth. This 

. seems to be a type of the time of trouble. Dan. 12:1."—William Hiller MS ;Wii- 
« ten on back of letter, U MS.^it-

which surely would not have been the case with a chronology based on the sun, and 
naturally proceeding from sunrise. Instead of quoting here the many verses of 
Scripture, we merely wish to point out that the days of uncleanness came to an 
end with sunset.”—Schwarz, Adolf, Per Judische Kalender, p. 16, Breslau, 1872.



"As we oarne down to the spring of 1844 • • •
, The most important point then to settle was where in the history of the world 
the .2300 days commenced. It was finally settled that 457 years before Christ, and 

*1843 full years after Christ, made just 2300 full and complete years.. .
/ * Scripture testimony was also clear that every year commenced with the new moon
in the spring, just fourteen days before the yearly passover. See Ex. 12:1-6; 
13;3,4. It was therefore settled that the 17th day of April, 1844, Roman time, was 
the close of the year 1843, Bible time .’’—Bates, Joseph, Life of Joseph Bates, ■ • 
p. 297. Battle Creek, 1878.
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT AND CONCLUSIONS

The foregoing historical and astronomical facts relating to luni-solar 

time
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BrC.Clemons — ”22d or 23d of October”
Oct*  1$, 1&44-- ’’BEHOLD HE COMETH, on the Tenth Day of the Seventh Month, which 

answers to the 22d or 234 of October*”—Daughter of Zion, Midnight Cry 
Oct*  19, 1844, p. 13 4 77 Note.: Mr^• Clemons he^rd theytiessa^e at jfee Ex 
eter meeting, but held bacX unt/1 aboi/t a wesdc previous to her Boston 
trip the/first jweejc in October^ Compare he^ lette^/to WiAliam^Mil^er 
o/October 10/1844.



October 22 the "Given. Day”

For a few months previous to this time, the attention of some had been 
directed to the tenth day of the seventh month of the current Jewish year, 
as the probable termination of several prophetic periods. This was not 
generally received with favor by those who sympathized with Mr. Miller, till 
a few weeks previous to the time designated, which, on that year, following 
the reckoning of the Caraite Jews, fell on the 22d day of October, Mr. Miller 
had, a year and a half previous, called attention to the seventh month as an 
important one in the Jewish dispensations but as late as the date of his last 
letter (September JO) he had discountenanced the positiveness with which some 
were then regarding it. On the 6th day of October he was first led to favor 
the expectation which pointed to that month, and thus wrote: "If Christ doos 
not come within twenty or twenty-five days, I shall feel twice the disappoint
ment I did in the spring."

About the same time, also, the belief in the given day was generally 
received. There were exceptions, but it is the duty of the impartial historian 
to record tho fact, that those who had embraced the views of Mr. Miller, did, 
with great unanimity, heartily and honestly believe that on a given day they 
should behold tho coming of the Xing of glory. — "Life of Tfilliam Miller," 
pages 269, 270. (Memoirs of 'filliam Miller, by Sylvester Bliss.)

October 22 the "Only Specific Day"

The time immediately preceding tho 22d of October xvas one of great calm
ness of mind and of pleasurable expectation on the part of those who regarded 
that point of time rd th interest. There was a nearness of approach to God, 
and a sweetness of communion with him, to which those who experienced it will 
ever recur with pleasure. During the last ten days, secular business was, for 
the most part, suspended; and those who looked for the Advent gave themselves 
to the work of preparation for that event, as they would fox*  death, were they 
on a bod of sickness, expecting soon to close their eyos on earthly scenes 
forever.

There were some oases of extravagance, as there have been in all great 
movements; and it would have been strange had there not been. But the pub
lished accounts of these were greatly exaggerated, and hundreds of reports had 
no foundation in fact. All reports respecting the preparation of ascension 
robes, etc., and which are still by many believed, were demonstrated over and 
over again to be false and scandalous. In the investigation of the truth of 
such, no labor and expense was spared; and it became morally certain that no 
instance of the kind anywhere occurred. • • •

The day passed, and the expectation of the Advent at that time was proved 
to be premature. The friends were at first quite saddened, but were not dis
heartened by the passing of the time. This was the only specific day which 
was regarded by intelligent Adventists with any positiveness. Thora were 
other days named by those whose opinions wore received with no favor; but 
their unauthorized declarations should not be imputed to the body. 
— 3ino^r3 of William Miller, by Sylvester Bliss, pp. 27J, 276.



Preaching of True Midnight Cry Represses Fanaticism

It was not the proclamation of the Advent message that created fanati
cism and division. These appeared in the summer of IBhh* * when Adventists 
were in a state of doubt and perplexity concerning their real position. The 
preaching of the first message in 181^3» and of the midnight cry in 18hU, 
tended directly to repress fanaticism and dissension. Those who participated 
in these solemn movements were in harmonyj their hearts were filled with love 
for one another, and for Jesus, whom they expected soon to see. The one faith, 
the one blessed hope, lifted them above the control of any human influence, 
and proved a shield against the assaults of Satan. — "Spirit of Prophecy,”
Vol. IV, by Mrs. E. G, White, page 

"Correct Position" Assumed in Summer of 181{||

In the summer of I8IJ4,, Adventists discovered the mistake in their former 
reckoning of the prophetic periods, and settled upon the correct position. .
• . As in the parable tho cry was raised at midnight announcing the approach 
of the bridegroom, so in tho fulfillment, midway between the spring of I8I4I4., 
when it was first supposed that the 23$O days would close, and the autumn of 
ISUif at which time it was afterward found that they were really to close, 
such a cry was raised, in the very words of Scripture: "Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him."

Like a tidal wave the movement swept over the land. From city to city, 
from village to village, and into remote country places it went, until the 
waiting people of God were fully aroused. Before this proclamation, fanaticism 
disappeared, like early frost before the rising sun. Believers once more found 
their position, and hope and courage animated their hearts. The work was free 
from those extremes which are ever manifested when there is human excitement 
without the controlling influence of the word and Spirit of God. It was sim
ilar in character to those seasons of humiliation and returning unto the Lord 
which among ancient Israel followed messages of reproof from his servants. It 
bore the characteristics which mark the work of God in every age. — "Spirit 
of Prophecy," Vol. IV, by Mrs. E. G. White, pages 21^3, 2li9«



Wellcome on October 22,, l^ji

For a few months previous to this time [Sept. JO, 1844], the attention 
of some had been directed to the tenth day of the seventh month of the current 
Jewish year, as the probable termination of several prophetic periods. This 
was not generally received with favor by those who sympathized with Mr. Miller, 
till a few weeks previous to the time designated, which, on that year, follow
ing the reckoning of the Caraite Jews, fell on the 22d day of October. Mr. 
Miller had, a year and a half previous, called attention to the seventh month 
as an important one in the Jewish dispensation} but as late as the date of his 
last letter (September JO) he had discountenanced the positiveness with which 
some were then regarding it. On the 6th of October he was first led to favor 
the expectation which pointed to that month, and thus wrote: "If Christ does 
not come within twenty or twenty-five days, I shall feel twice the disappoint
ment I did in the spring.”

About the same time, also, the belief in the given day was generally 
received. There were exceptions, but it is the duty of the impartial historian 
to record the fact, that those who had embraced the views of Mr. Miller, did, 
with great unanimity, heartily and honestly believe that on a given day they 
should behold the coming of the King of glory. — "History of the Second Advent 
Message and Mission, Doctrine and People,” by Isaac C. Wellcome, page J&T.

Wellcome (1374) Quotes Bliss on October 22, Only Definite Day

We here give an extract from Bro. S. Bliss on this point. He says;

"The time immediately preceding the 22d of October was one of great 
calmness of mind and of pleasurable expectation on the part of those who 
regarded that point of time with interest. Thore was a nearness of approach 
to God, and a sweetness of communion with him, to which those who experienced 
it will ever recur with pleasure. During the last ten days secular business 
was, fox- the most part, suspended} and those who looked for the Advent gave 
themselves to the work of preparation for that event, as they would for 
death, were they on a bed of sickness, expecting soon to close their eyes on 
earthly scenes forever. • • •

"The day passed, and the expectation of the Advent at that time was 
proved to be premature. The friends were at first quite saddened, but were 
not disheartened by the passing of the time. This was the only specific 
day which was regarded by intelligent Adventists with any positiveness. 
There were other days named by those whose opinions were received with no 
favori but their unauthorised declarations should not be imputed to the 
body.". • •

Soon after the passing of Oct. 22d the papers, which had been supposed 
to have finished their work, reappeared to continue the proclamation of the 
Advent Message on a more scriptural basis, having learned some things by 
experience which they could not understand previously. — "History of the 
Second Advent Message and Mission, Doctrine and People," by Isaac C. Wellcome, 
pages, W '3S57W:------------------------------ --------------------------------------------------------



Seventh Month Begins "Tomorrow” (October 13)

The next day Mr. Miller wrote again as follows:

"Low Hampton, October 12th, 1814}.

"Dear Brother Himes:— Perhaps you may think me rather too troublesome 
to write every days hut time is now so short, and the fulfilling of those 
glories which you had assisted me, more than any other human being, to pro
claim, is so near, I cannot help or refrain from congratualting you daily 
on the glorious prospect we have of soon entering the gates of the beloved 
city, and of soon harping on the golden harps the everlasting song of 
hallelujah to the Lamb.

"Yes, my brother, you have borne the shame attached to my name, for 
some few years past, without a murmur or complaint, I believe it was for 
Jesus’ sake, for we had nothing in common, in a worldly point of view, to 
prompt you, at least, to such an unnatural connection. Our sectarian creeds 
were at antipodes, our ages very dissimilar, and our habits at »widt/differ- 
ence. You had seen enough, when we became acquainted, to know that your 
worldly reputation and interest must sufferj and yet you fearlessly left 
all, launched forth into this glorious cause,— so little understood, so 
perfectly hated by all the worldly-minded and popular men of our age. This, 
to me, was a remarkable evidence that God was my helper, and that he would 
in the end justify us in the work which he must have called us to perform.

"You must bear with me, then, in my folly, if I should seem to boastj 
for there has been no scene in my life where the hand of God has been more 
visible than in raising you up to assist me in this work. Had it not been 
for a few of you, who helped stay up my feeble hands, I must have fainted} 
but, blessed be the name of God, I am now stronger than ever in faith, and 
more and more confident that we are within a few days of the crown of glory. 
I do not expect to see you again in this life, but I do hope to see you 
soon crowned in glory, and robed in the spotless garment of Christ’s right
eousness. I expect soon, with you and all true believers and co-workers 
in this blessed work, to meet around the great white throne, to receive 
the reward of our sufferings for the name of Jesus. I feel unworthy, and 
were it not for Christ’s worthiness, and the promise of God to save all 
that believe, I should have no hope. But, blessed be God, his grace and 
spirit have given me hope, and taught me to believe all things ’which are 
written in the law and in the prophets.’

"Our meeting last evening was very interesting and solemn. Our 
brethren came in from adjacent towns. All of our hearts are comforted 
and faith strengthened that the seventh month begins tomorrow. We have 
two meetings today, and we expect the Spirit of God to be with us..... 
Let us all be faithful even to the end. If we faint not we shall reap 
a rich harvest."

Monday, October l^th, he again wrote: "Yesterday was a glorious day 
with us. We commemorated the Lord’s supper. Some of those who went out 
from us came back, and confessed their wrong, • • . •

"In what a grand and awful time we live." — "Memoirs of William 
Miller," by Sylvester Bliss, pp, 271, 272.


