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THE KINGDOM OF GOD.-NO. VII.
The First Resurrection.

The first question that arises, in the considera­
tion of this subject, is, “  What do we understand 
by the “first resurrection*7 ? and the second ques­
tion is, “  Who w ill be the subjects of it ? ”

1. Let us attend to the first question John, in 
Revelation, 20th chapter, describes the following 
scene; “  And I saw an Angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and 
a great chain in his hand.”  This “ angel,”  or 
messenger, we understand to be the Messiah, 
“  the Messenger of the Covenant,”  who “  comes 
down from heaven ”  with “ power and great glory.”  
The Apostle continues: “  And he laid hold
on the dragon, that old Serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years.77 
He bound him during the Future Age, or the con­
tinuance o f his reign. “ And cast him into the 
boitomless pit, and shut him up and set a seal 
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be fu lfilled; 
and after that he must be loosed a little season.”  
The nations, then, are now deceived; but then 
their deception w ill be removed.

“  And I  saw thrones,”  says John, “ and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given to them.”  
The Apostle saw the thrones o f Messiah’s Asso­
ciate Kings, and those who sat upon them ; and 
says that “ judgment was given to them.”  “ And 
I saw,”  says he, “  the souls of them that were be­
headed for the testimony o f Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and who had not worshiped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. But the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath a part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years.”

Is the “  first resurrection ”  the first in feet, or 
the first in importance ? It certainly is not the f irs t 
in fact, if we consider the resurrection of Christ as 
a distinct one ; for Jesus was “  the first born from 
the dead” — the first fruits of them that slept.”

Besides, there were those who “  came out of their 
graves,”  after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. W e repeat, therefore, that, i f  the resurrec­
tion o f  Christ be considered a separate and distinct 
one, the resurrection spoken of by the Apostle 
John, would not be the first in fact. And we do 
not see how those who hold this view can well 
dispose o f the difficulty. But we do not so regard 
the resurrection o f the Messiah. W e look upon 
his birth from the grave as a part of the “ first re­
surrection ; ”  aijd we think this view of the sub­
ject can be sustained by the testimony of the 
Scriptures.

Let the reader remember, then, that Jesus is 
“  the first fruits o f them that slept: ”  he is the 
antitype o f the “ first ripe sheaf which was waved 
before the Lord: ”  the “  earnest of the fu l l  har­
vest; ”  “ the firs t born among many brethren.”  
The “ first ripe shea f”  was a part of the general 
harvest— “  the first fruits  ”  o f that harvest. The 
“ first born among many brethren,”  is, neverthe­
less, a member o f the family— a part of i t ; and 
without this order there could be no fam ily ; for 
there must necessarily be a “  first born.”  The 
Apostle Paul, in the 15th chapter 1st Cor., says:
“  For as in Adam all diey even so in Christ snail 
all be made alive. But every man in his own 
order : Christ the first fruits ; afterwards they 
that are Christ's at his coming.77 This is the “  order”  
of the harvest of the dead; Jesus is the “ earnest 
of that harvest” — the “ first born from  among 
the dead.”  He, therefore, stands at the head, and 
as a part o f “ the firs t resurrection.77

From this view o f the subject, we regard the 
“  first resurrection,”  o f the Apostle John, as the 
harvest o f which the Messiah was “ tne first 
fruits ” — the*“  first ripe sheaf.”

As it respects those, who “  came out of their 
graves,”  after the resurrection of Christ, as well 
as others which might be mentioned, it is very 
doubtful whether they arose “ to die*no m ore ;”  
and, consequently, i f  they did not, they would not 
constitute any part o f the “  harvest.”  It will be 
perceived, then, that we regard the “  first resur­
rection ”  as the first in  fact., in the sense in which 
we have explained it. The “ first resurrection,”  
therefore, is not only the first in point of fact, but, 
also, in importance.

2. The next question is, “  Who will be the sub­
jects o f  the first resurrection ? ”  ■

This is one of the most important questions that 
can engage our attention; and the reader will ex­
cuse us for enlarging upon it.

Some suppose that, when the Lord comes, all 
the dead w ill be raised  ̂ but it must be obvious to 
the most unlearned in the Scriptures, that this 
view would conflict with the idea of a “  first resur­
rection ”  at all. There are to be two resurrec­
tions : the “ f ir s t77 when the Lord comes, (he be­
ing regarded as the “  first fru its”  of it ;) the 
second “  when he shall deliver up the kingdom to
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God, even the Father, that He may be-all and in 
all.”  A ll the dead, therefore, will not be raised 
at the second advent of Messiah.

From the paragraph, quoted from Revelation, we 
learn that the martyrs, or those that had “ been be­
headed for the testimony of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, lived and reigned with Christ a thou­
sand years.”  These, therefore, will be raised from 
the dead ; they will have a part in the “  first resur­
rection.”

After speaking of the “ sealing”  of the hundred 
and forty-four thousand of the tribes of Israel, John 
says : “  After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and languages, 6tood before 
the throne, and Defore the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried 
with a loud voice, saying, salvation to our God who 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb.”  Rev. 
vii. 9, 10. Again, in the 14th verse, these persons 
are said to have come “  out o f great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood o f  the Lamb. T h e r e f o r e  they are before the 
throne o f  God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne w ill dwell 
among them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb who is in the midst 
o f the throne will feed them, and will lead them to 
living fountains of waters : and God will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.”

Here we behold an innumerable multitude of 
Saints, from every nation, kindred, people, and 
language, standing before the throne. They have 
come out ol great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the bloodrof 
the Lamb. And for this reason, they stand before 
the Lamb, and all tears are wiped from their eyes. 
In as much, then, as these are to enjoy “ the rest 
that remains for the people of God,”  in the Age to 
come, they w ill be subjects o f the “  first resurrec­
tion.”  Moreover, the persons represented by the 
symbols of the “ four beasts;”  and “ four-and-twenty 
elders,”  are described as singing “ .a new song, 
6aying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals o f i t : for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out .o f every kin­
dred, and language, and people, and nation; and 
hast made us to our God kings and priests: a $ d  w e  
8HALL REIGN ON THE EARTH.” Ch. V. 9, JO.

The destiny of these persons, thus redeemed by 
the blood of Christ, is to reign with Messiah on the 
earth. They will, therefore, have a part in the 
“  first resurrection otherwise they could not reign 
with him.

Again, it is said : “  Behold he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
that pierced h im : and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because o f him.”  Ch. 1 : 7. I f  those who 
“  pierced him”  behold him, as he descends from 
heaven, they must, also, be raised from the dust of 
death. But this may only refer to the Jews, as such 
because it is written by one of the Prophets— “  anc 
they shall look upon him whom they pierced, and 
mourn for him,”  &c.

W e now state a proposition, which, perhaps, may 
startle some, and extort the cry of heresy from 
others; but, which, nevertheless, we regard as 
Scriptural;  v iz : t h a t  n o t  a  s in g l e  G e n t i l e  w i l l

BE A 6UBJECT OF THE “  FIRST RESURRECTION,”  EX­
CEPT THE SAINTS FROM AMONG THE GENTILES. W e

find no evidence in the Scriptures to lead us to be­
lieve, that any, from among the Gentiles, will be 
raised from the dead, at the coming o f  Christ, ex ­
cept  THOSE “ w h o  HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES, AND 
MADE THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB.”

The “  first resurrection”  w ill be eminently 
Jewish. It will embrace two classes— “ the children 
o f Abraham by fa ith ,”  and his literal descendants. 
There will not only be two classes, but two “ orders; ”  
first the “ fares.”  second, the “  wheat.”  The “ /ares,”  
although gathered at the “  harvest,”  are not a part 
of that “  harvest.”  They “  grow together until the 
harvest, and are then gathered to be consumed.”  
They are not o f  the “  first fruits,”  and consequently 
are not numbered in the “  first resurrection.”  They 
do not belong to this class— they are not of this 
order.

W e  have said that the “ first resurrection”  w ill be 
Jewish; and now let us hear the testimony of 
Daniel: “  And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince who standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same tim e: and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in 
the book. And many of them that sleep in the dust 
o f the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”  Ch. xii. 
1, 2 .

The point in this prediction to which we wish to 
direct the special attention of the reader, is, that 
when Michael the great Prince— the Messiah— 
stands up for the children of Daniel’s people, every 
one found written in the book shall be delivered; 
and that many o f them (o f Daniel’s people) that 
sleep in the dust o f the earth shall awake, some (o f 
Daniel’s people) to everlasting life, and some (o f 
Daniel’s people) to shame and everlasting con­
tempt.”

It is evident, apart from the judgment of the na­
tions indicated in the prophecy, that DanieVs people 
is the subject of this prediction ; and that the resur­
rection spoken of is the resurrection o f “  his.peo- 
ple” — of Jews only, without even the slightest allu­
sion to the Abrabamic seed from among the Gen­
tiles.

W e regard this prediction, then, as relating ex­
clusively to two classes among Daniel’s people, and 
as having no reference to the Gentiles, whether 
Saints or otherwise.

Regarding it then in this light, we find that a l l  
the Jews will not be raised at the time indicated; for 
the Prophet says m a n y  o f them that sleep in the dust 
shall awake.”  “  Many shall awake;”  not all. 
This “  many”  comprises two classes— the “ wheat”  
and the “ tares”— the “ chaff”  and the “ wheat”  
The chaff and the wheat, though gathered at the 
same time, share not the same destiny; the one is 
burned— the other is gathered into the garner of the 
Lord. So, in the case before us, “ some arise to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.”  An objector may say, that the resurrec­
tion o f two classes at the same time, clashes with 
the declaration of the Apostle John— “  Blessed and 
holy is he that hath a part in the first resurrection ; 
on such the second death hath no power.”

W e reply that the “  tares ”  are not considered as 
a part of the “ harvest” — they are not identified 
with those who constitute the “  first resurrection.”

Now let us see if  the view  we have taken of 
this subject, harmonizes with other testimonies.
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Matthew vii. 22, 23: “ Many,”  said Jesus, “  will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we nrt p ro- 
phcsied in thy name, and in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will I profess to them, 
I never knew you : depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.”  Here we have the awful prediction, that 
“ many ”  persons, doubtless contemporary Jews, 
who perhaps, like Judas,may have wrought miracles 
in the name of Christ, will be raised from the dead, 
when the Messiah shall be revealed from heaven, 
and commanded to depart from his presence! This 
view  of the subject is strengthened by the follow 
ing: “  And I say to you, that many (Gentile saints) 
shall come from the east and the west, and shall sit 
down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the children o f the king­
dom (some of the Jews— the rebellious) shall be cast 
out into utter darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing o f teeth.”  Chapter viii. 11, 12.

These Israelites, who rejected "the Messiah, will 
be raised from their slumbers in the dust o f death, 
only to behold “  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God ; and 
themselves thrust o u t! And then they will be the 
subjects of “  weeping and gnashing o f teeth.”

This harmonizes with the testimony of Paul in 
his letter to the Hebrews, when he speaks of a 
Cisorer punishment”  as the reward o f apostacy. The 
Hebrews were strongly tempted to this sin, and 
hence the propriety o f the Apostle’s warning.

The sum of the whole matter, then, is this “  The 
first resurrection ”  embraces the Saints o f all ages 
— the true Israel of God—the children o f promise. 
But the wicked and Apostate Jews will also be 
raised, not to life, but ‘ ‘ to shame and everlasting 
contempt.”  The rest of the Gentile world will not 
be raised until the “  thousand years are finished.”  
Then the dead, small and great, will come forth; 
the sea will give up its dead; and death and hell 
yield up their victim s; and all will stand before 
God! J. t . w.

PHILOSOPHY OF MAN.-NO. IV.
B y J. T. W alsh.

T H E  H U M A N  S P I R I T .

W e have seen that the term soul, when U9ed in 
reference to man, signifies: 1. Life. 2. Person. 3. 
A  dead body. 4. Mind. 5. ft is used to personify. 
6. For being or existence. W e are now prepared 
to examine the term spirit. Solomon says, ‘ who 
knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and 
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the 
earth. Eccle. iii. 21. Although, then, we have 
said, upqn the authority o f Scripture, that Doth beasts 
and men have spirits, we are not to be understood 
as saying, that a beast has a human m ind3 but sim­
ply that both have spirits.

1. The term spirit signifies breath. James ii. 26: 
* For as the'body without the spirit Jbreath] is dead,’ 
&c. ‘ God made man o f the dust of the earth, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath [or spirit] of life, 
and he became a living soul. ’

2. It is used as the vital principle, life. Luke viii. 
55 : * And her spirit [herlife,her vitality, her breath] 
came again, and she arose immediately,’ &c. Job 
xxxix. 14 : I f  he [God] should set his heart upon 
man, if  he should gather to himself his spirit [his 
life] and his breath, all flesh would perish together,

and man would turn to dust again.9 This text proves 
that God gathers to himself the breath of man, and 
enables us to understand the language of Solomon 
when he says, ‘ Then shall the spirit [life or breath] 
return to God who gave it.’ ‘ Then shall t[ie dust 
return to the earth a§ it was, and the spirit [o f life] 
shall return to God who gave i t ’ Eccle. xii. 7. 
God made man’s body, with all its parts, out o f the 
dust, and then endowed it with life. This was from 
God 3 and when a man dies, his spirit, or life, re­
turns to God who gave it. Ps. xxxi. 5: ‘ Into thy 
hand I commit my spirit; [my life, my being;] thou 
hast redeemed me, 0  Lord God of truth.’ Christ 
said, when he was about to expire, ‘ Father, into 
thy nands I commend my spirit,’ my life. Luke 
xxiii. 46. Stephen said, ‘ Lord Jesus receive my 
spirit,’ life. Acts vii. 59. Christ is the Christian’s 
life, and when Christ, who is their life, shall appear 
they w ill also appear with him in glory.

3. It is used for the mind of man. Gen. xxvi. 35:
‘ W ho were a bittefness o f spirit [o f mind] to Isaac 
and Rebecca.’ Their minds were grieved— they 
were disturbed. Chapter xli. 8 : ‘ And it came to 
pass in the morning that Jiis spirit [his mind] was 
troubled.’ Chapter xlv. 27: ‘ The spirit of Jacob 
their father revived.’ His mind, which before was 
cast down or dejected, now revived and became 
cheerful. Ex. vi. 9: ‘ They harkened not to Moses, 
by reason o f anguish o f spirit,’ of mind. Job xxxiii. 
8 : ‘ But there is a spirit, a mind, in man; and the 
inspiration o f the Almighty giveth them understand­
ing.’ Eccle. iii. 21 : ‘ 'Who knoweth the spirit of 
man that goeth upward, and the spirit o f thq beast 
that goeth downward to the earth.’ This text is sus­
ceptible of two expositions, and we will submit them 
both, and let you judge of their correctness. I. It 
may refer to the mind 3 and then its meaning w ill 
be, who knoweth the mind of man that goeth up­
ward ; that is, ascending, towering, exalted, and 
exalting, and the spirit, or mind, of the beast that 
goeth downward to the earth; that is, earthly in its 
nature, and caunot rise above the things of time 
and Sense. But the context favours this view  more 
than the preceding one, who knows the spirit, or 
life, of man that goeth upward to God, and that will, 
consequently, be given back to him again 3 and the 
spirit, or life, o f the beasts that goeth downward to 
the earth, and, consequently, perishes I This view  
o f the*matter 'would only prove that man would be 
raised from the dead; but, that the beasts would not. 
In this exposition we see the force and propriety of 
the expression, ‘the beasts that perish 3’ that is, are 
not raised from the dead.

4. It stands for the thoughts, affections, care, 
temper, frame or disposition of mind. 1 Tim. iv. 12:
‘ Be thou an example of believers in spirit;’ in 
temper* disposition, &c. Col. ii. 5 : ‘ Though I be 
absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit.’ 
Ps. Ii. 10: ‘ Renew a right spirit within me aright 
disposition, temper, &c. ‘ I f  any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of his.’ I f  any man have 
not the disposition of Christ, &c.

5. It is used for person. Mark ii. 8 : ‘ When 
Jesus perceived in his spirit 3’ in himself, or in his 
mind. Luke i. 47 : ‘ And my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God, my Saviour 3’ I have rejoiced, &c. 2 Thes. ii. 
2. 1 John iv. 1: ‘ Beloved, believe not every spirit 3 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets, or spirits, have gone out into 
the world.’ See 2d and 3d verse3. 1 Peter iii. 19 :
‘ By which, spirit, also he went and preached to the
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spirits, or persons, in prison.7 These spirits, or per­
sons, were said to be disobedient in the days of 
Noah. 1 Cor. v. 5 : 1 To deliver such a one to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit, the 
person, the man himself, may be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.7

6. It is used in reference to men tianslated to 
heaven or raised from the dead. Heb. xii. 23 : ‘ To 
the spirits o f just men made perfect, &c., &c. A l­
luding to those, perhaps, that were translated to 
heaven, and to those who were raised from the dead 
after our Lord arose. Much more could be said on 
this, and, indeed, on all the above propositions, but 
this will suffice to give a correct interpretation of the 
term spirit.

W e will conclude this part of our subject by 
making a few remarks more on spirit. That there 
is a spiritual essence pervading the whole animal, 
and particularly the blood and nervous system, car­
rying vitality, life, and power to every part of the 
hiirnan frame, and evolving thought, and feeling, by 
means of the brain, which is its grand sensorium, 
we have already proved. And it is probable that 
Solomon alludes to this, when he says: ‘ As thou 
knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor the 
structure of the parts of conception in her that is 
with child,7 &c. Eccle. ii. 5. Recent discoveries in 
Physiology clearly show, that while the brain is the 
instrument o f thought, of the mind, there is some­
thing, whose nature, at least, is semi-spiritual, which 
operates upon, and moves the brain, and gives life, 
power, and mental energy. There is an essence 
which pervades the nervous system, although we 
cannot see it, or weigh it; although it is not tangible 
to our senses, yet we are convinced that it is there 
by actual experiment. And the science of Neurolo­
gy  is bringing to light some astounding facts and 
truths upon this subject. So, we And no difficulty in 
admitting and maintaining that man has a spirit. 
But it is one thing to prove that man has a spirit, and 
quite another to prove ihat the spirit is immortal. 
The evidence o f the one is not the evidence o f the 
other. The proof of one is not the proof o f the 
other. The testimony of one is not the testimony of 
the other. They are two distinct propositions. And 
i f  every text in the Bible, in which the term spirit 
is used in reference to man, means spirit, literal 
spirit, and nothing else but spirit, the proposition 
that man has an immortal soul, or an immortal 
spirit, would not be sustained. It is one thing to 
prove thŝ t man has a spirit, and another to prove that 
that spirit must necessarily be immortal. If we wish 
to prove that the existence o f God would never ter­
minate, we would not argue this fact upon the hy­
pothesis that he was spiritual, and, therefore, could 
not cease to b e ; but we would appeal to the word 
o f God, which says, he is 1 immortal ;7 that he 
1 alone has immortality.7 I f  w e wished to prove that 
the angels would live forever, we would not predi­
cate by arguments upon their being spirits, but upon 
some positive declaration o f the Holy Scriptures. 
Let it, then, be distinctly understood, that when our 
opponents, on the subject o f immortality, have 
proved than man has a spirit, they have not began to 
prove that spirit immortal. W e  hope, therefore, that 
those Phrenologists who teach that man has an im­
mortal soul, or ap immortal spirit, will observe this 
just, logical, and scriptural distinction; and, here­
after, direct their attention, as well as their testimony, 
to the proper point, and not confound wisdom by 
words without knowledge. But, in this discussion,

it is taken for granted that because man has a spirit, 
that spirit cannot d ie; that it is immortal. Now, we 
do not ask them to prove th»t man has a soul and a 
spirit, but we do ask them to prove that either the 
one or the other, or both, is immortal. For they do 
not inform us which is, positively, the immortal 
part: but, sometimes speak of an ‘ immortal soul;’ 
and then of a 4 deathless spirit?-7 Has man two im­
mortal principles within ?

But, how do religionists attempt to prove that the 
spirit of man cannot die? 1 W hy ,7 say they, ‘ God 
is a spirit, and cannot die. This does not come in one 
thousand leagues o f proving it. They first assume 
that the spirit of man, and the spirit of God are the 
same in essence, or rather that it is a part and parcel 

| of God himself, and then infer that it cannot die. This 
is an assumption. The idea itself is blasphemous! 
It is the offspring of pride. Who has taught man that 
he has any divinity in him ? Pagan Philosophy. 
Man’s spirit is the seat of all his passions, propensi­
ties, &c.; No. There is no truth in it. It is a pagan 
fable. There is not another being in the universe of 
the same essence o f the Deity ! Where did this idea 
originate? Here is its origin: The Greeks and 

; Romans thought they had descended from the gods, 
i and consequently must have some divinity about 
| them. And this idea was dressed up by their ancient 
, poets and phjlosophers, and handed down to us in 
| the form of an immortal soul. There are various 
| sorts or kinds of spirits. 1. God is a spirit. 2. Angels 
I are spirits. 3. Man has a spirit. 4. Animals have 
spirits. The scriptures ascribe a soul, spirit, and 
heart to God; but who would think o f teaching 
that they were o f the same essence o f the soul, 
spirit, and heart o f man ? Who would think o f con­
tending that, because the beasts have spirits, they 
cannot die; that they are immortal? No person, 
perhaps, but a simpleton ; and yet there is as much 
logic and sound sense in this doctrine as in the 
other. In a word, we might as well contend that 
the flesh of birds, beasts, fishes, insects, &c., was 
the same kind o f flesh, including that o f man, al­
though the Apostle Paul distinguishes them, as to 
contend that ail spirits were the same.

H. GREW'S RESPONSE TO DR. THOMAS.
Dr. Thomas remarks: “  It does not necessarily 

follow, that if a man be not saved, he is therefore 
consigned to the lake of fire, which is the second 
death. I t  is written 1 Whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him. 
neither in this world (aton, age or dispensation) 
nor in that to come,7 Matt. 12 : 32. Does not this 
imply that there are. some offences, whether of 
omission or commission, that will be forgiven in 
the future age ?77

I  reply, that the passage, whether it imports that 
those who commit this sin in the present age, 
shall not be forgiven in it or the future ; or that the 
sin shall not be forgiven whether committed in this 
age or the future, (in which, although righteous­
ness shall generally be established, some will die 
an hundred years old accursed, Isa. 65 : 20,) it 
does not necessarily imply that any thing more than 
that this sin shall never be forgiven. It is there­
fore an inadequate basis for the opinion that men 
dying in impenitence will ever be forgiven. I un­
derstand our Lord, John 8 : 21, to connect dying 
in sin with eternal separation from himself,— “  ye
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shall seek me, and shall die in your sins : whither 
I  go, ye cannot come.”

Dr. T. asks, “  Is there no alternative to the resur­
rected between possessing the kingdom and being 
destroyed in the lake of fire?”  It appears from 
the divine testimony that there is not. The names 
o f all the human family are either written or not 
written in the Book o f life. From Rev. 20 : 27, 
we learn that all those whose names are therein 
written, will enter the kingdom, and from Rev. 20: 
15, we learn that all whose names are not written 
there, will be cast into the lake of fire.

“ The scriptures teach the non-resurrection of 
millions.”  I ask where? Where, I ask the 
learned Dr., is his scriptural authority for rejecting 
the literal import of our Lord’s words, John 5 : 28. 
44 A l l  that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth 77 &c. 44 There shall be a resur­
rection both o f the just and o f the junjust.”  Rom 2, 
teaches, that “ in the day when God shall judge 
the secrets o f men by Jesus Christ,”  he will render 
to every man according to his deeds, “  every soul 
o f  man that doeth evil, and every man that worketh 
good.”  It is true indeed that “ where there is no 
vision the people p e r i s h t h e  apostle, however, 
plainly teaches that those who have sinned with­
out law (i. e. written law ) will be judged “  in the 
day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ,”  which necessarily implies their re­
surrection. “ It is appointed unto all men once to 
die, but after this the judgment.”  Heb. 9 : 27. 
I f  indeed, we have any plain positive declarations 
that some o f the human family will never be 
raised from the dead, we must understand these 
universal terms in a limited sense, but not other­
wise. W ill the Dr. favor us with the chapter and 
verse? On No. 2 and 4 I remark, most cordially 
do I agree with Mr. T . in respect to the faith of 
those who “ cry 4 Lord, Lord,7”  who do not “ be­
lieve his doctrine or obey his voice.”  Without 
holiness 44no man shall see the Lord.”  But he 
affirms that a man 44cannot be saved in any sense, 
unless he also believe the prophetic truths concern­
ing the kingdom o f God.”  He also maintains “  that 
a correct belief o f doctrine and facts, with repent­
ance, immersion and holiness, are indivisibly es­
sential to salvation in the kingdom of God.77 I 
reply, 1. Dr. T . has not produced any scripture 
proof that44 a correct belief of doctrine and facts,77 
and 44 prophetic truths,77 &c., or that immersion is es­
sential to salvation. 2. W e have scriptural truth 
and fact to the contrary. In 1 Cor. 8 : we find the 
person whose views of the unity of God and of idols 
were incorrect, recognized as a Christian brother, 
v. 11. Rom. 14: 1, proves that persons may be 44 in 
the faith77 of the Son of God, and, consequently, be 
in a state of salvation, and yet be 44 weak77 i. e. 
erroneous or ignorant in respect to some truths. 
Being weak is contrasted with having knowledge. 
1. Cor. 8 : 7, 11. In the various passages which 
state particularly the characters which have no 
inheritance in the Kingdom of God, the unim­
mersed are never mentioned. It is an undeniable 
fact, although immersion is the duty of every 
believer, and consequently, he who is immersed is 
more “ acceptable to God,77 all other things being 
equal, than he who is not immersed; there are 
many real Christians who are unimmersedy who, on 
the whole, are more conformed to Jesus Christ, 
and, consequently, are more “  acceptable to God,77 
than many real Christians who are immersed.

3. I f  a correct belief of all scripture 44 doctrine 
and facts”  and 44 prophetic truth,”  is essential 
to salvation; if, as the Dr. affirms, “ we must be­
lieve the whole truth, or, be dashed to atoms,77
1 ask, 44 Who then can be saved ?”  Highly as I 
esteem the biblical knowledge of Mr. T., I assure 
him that his opinion should make him tremble for 
his own safety. Has he a “  correct77 knowledge 
and “  b e lie f”  o f all “  prophetic truth ?”  Does he 
discern accurately all things w hich all the prophets 
have foretold concerning the Kingdom of God, and 
the true periods o f their fulfilment ? I f  so, I think 
he may more truthfully adopt the words, 441 only 
am le fty  than did the prophet of old. For the 
sake or poor humanity, however, I rejoice in the 
assurance that he would be vastly further from the 
truth, than number one is from “  seven thousand.77 
The Editor of the Examiner well observes, t4I f  we 
believed to constitute a man a real Christian, he 
must be perfect in knowledge and judgment, we 
should never hope to find a Christian on earth, till 
the next age shall come.77

In Dr. T .’s No. 3 he remarks, 44 One error is as 
fatal to a man’s salvation as a multitude of errors 
believed .77 This, as a general proposition, is inad­
missible. Whether one error is so or not, depends 
upon the nature o f it. It is not the number but the 
character o f a man’s errors which determines their 
consequence in respect to his salvation. To sub­
stitute m y own merit for the foundation God has 
laid in Zion for salvation, is 44 fatal;77 but neither 
“  one,”  or a hundred errors, respecting some 41 pro­
phetic truths,”  is so. The wTord of truth teaches 
the fatal coosequence of the former, but not o f the 
latter.

On No. 6 it is observed that 44 the gospel is made 
up o f particular truths.”  The question is asked, 
“  Which o f those particular truths have we au­
thority to dispense with as unnecessary to salva­
tion ?”  1 answer, such “  o f these particular
truths,”  as the bible itself does not make neces­
sary to salvation. It is an undeniable fact that 
the bible recognizes among the saved, some who 
are 44 weak,”  or in error, respecting some 44 parti­
cular truths.”  It is equally a fact, that it declares 
some errors to be fatal to salvation. W e may well 
expect then to find a marked line between these 
two classes of errors. So it is. Those errors of 
faith and practice, w ith those principles, which ex­
clude men from the holy kingdom o f God, are 
plainly declared to be thus fatal. See 1 Cor. 6 : 
9, 10, Rev. 22: 15. Unbelievers and immoral 
men are excluded, but the unimmersed and those 
who have not “ a correct belief77 of 44 prophetic 
truth”  are not; consequently? no man has au­
thority to exclude them. It is indeed our duty 
and privilege to occupy our talents and opportuni­
ties in seeking after all the truth o f God.

On No. 11, I have only to remark, that the per­
son whom 44 the. apostle John forbid the true be­
liever”  to receive, &c., was one o f those “  who con­
fess not that Jesus Christ is come in the fleshy
2 John 7: and not one who believes that ne has 
thus come, and, in the flesh, died for our sins, but 
does not understand and believe the truth that he 
actually and really suffered and died in respect to 
his highest and divine nature.

John W esley justly remarked : 44 W e may die 
without the knowledge o f many truths, and be car­
ried to Abraham’s bosom ; but i f  we die without
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love, what w ill knowledge avail us? Just as 
much as it avails the devil and his angels. ”  

u All seeing God ! His thine to know 
The springs whence wrong opinions flow !
To  judge, from principles within,
When frailty errs, and when we sin.”

Henry Grew.

us. Bower was “ Public Professor of Rhetoric, 
History, and Philosophy, in the Universities of 
Rome, Fermo and M acerata; and in the latter 
place Counsellor of the Inquisition.”  Here then 
we may expect correct information.

Bower informs us} Vol. 2, page 459, that the 
“  Emperor Mauridus ”  assembled a “  Council o f  the 
Patriarchs, all the Senators o f the Imperial City} 
and the Metropolitans: ”  that, “  By this great Coun­
cil was confirmed to John o f  Constantinople, the 
Title o f Universal Bishop, to be enjoyed by him, and 
his successors in  that See.”  Bower adds— “  I  say 
confirmed, f o r  the Bishop o f Constantinople had 
long before this time a lawful claim to that T itle .11 
Here is evidence that the Bishop of Rome was not 
Universal Bishop up to this period, 588. It istrue that 
this transaction at Constantinopla stirred up the 
rage of the Bishop o f  Rome, and he called upon the 
former to “  renounce the Title which he had usurped 
in the pride o f  his heart, at the instigation o f  the 
devil, to the great debasement o f  the rest o f  his 
brethren.11 Shortly after, the Bishop of Rome 
died, and was succeeded by “  Gregory the Greatfi 
in  590. Gregory, at the time o f ms election, was 
evidently, for the times in which he lived, a good 
man, and it was a source of great distress to him 
to be called to occupy the post o f Bishop of Rome.

As late as 596. Pope Gregory declared that the 
Title of Universal Bishop was “ scandalous, profane, 
blasphemous ” — and that “  whoever calls himself 
U N IVERSAL BISHOP, or desires to be so calledt in  
the Pride o f  his Heart, is the FORERUNNER o f  
Anti-Christ.11 Bower, Vol. 2, page 515. Could he 
at the same time, himself, have been a Universal 
Bishop, or exercising the functions o f such an 
office ? I think these facts are sufficient to estab­
lish the point, that, up to this time, the Bishop o f 
Rome had neither claimed nor used the preroga­
tive o f a Universal Bishop. I f  others had some­
times called him so, that does not at all affect the 
question: he clearly never had been such in fact 
down to 596.

Gregory, like most other men raised to high 
offices in the church, became corrupted; and 
towards the last of his life manifested the spirit o f 
devils more than the spirit o f Christ, which seemed 
to characterize him at first: and it is truly painful 
to see the change that came over him in his con* 
troversy with the Bishop o f Constantinople.

In the month o f November, 601, “ The Em* 
peror Mauridus was driven from the throne, and 
inhumanly murdered? and one Phocas, a Centurion, 
raised to the Empire in his room.^ Dower, Vol. 2, 
page 529. “  Mauridus had given no particular
provocalioQ to Phocas, who was quite unknown to 
him, and yet the tyrant, not satisfied with putting 
him to death, for his greater torment and grief, 
ordered five o f his sons to be first inhumanly 
murdered before his face. Such a scene of un­
paralleled cruelty drew sighs and tears from all 
the spectators, but Mauridus himself, who beheld 
the death of his children quite undisturbed, with­
out shedding a tear, or betraying the least mark o f 
grief or concern. During the whole time .of that 
tragedy, the most shocking to the eyes o f a parent 
that was ever beheld, he continued, in appearance, 
quite unaffected, only repeating, as each of his 
children received the fatal blow— Just art Thou, O 
Lord , and Righteous are all thy Judgments. Mau- 
ricius was beheaded last, and their heads were all 
brought to Constantinople and cast into a heap

THE PROPHETIC PERIODS.-NO. VII.
The T welve Hundred and Sixty Days.

By many, w ho thissubject, it
has been supposed that the 1260̂  y ^ r s  of the 
frT M e  h o rn ^D au . Jiaye commenced
A . D. 538. It must be confessed that that point, 
when1fa£en in connecUon w itbrthe"e^jgtiTSi1798,

are now prepared calmly to rthrrcw the whole mat­
ter. On this topic, ana to ToRow the truth wherever 
it shall lead, without allowing previous opinions to 
control their judgments.

Let us look at Daniel 7th, and see 1at what point 
the u time} times, and the dividing o f  time”  ends. 
Can it be said to end till “  the time ”  comes for 
“the saints ”  to possess “ the kingdom W e think 
not. This horn “  mad&^iS^with the saints and 
p r e v a i A n c i e n t  o f days 
carheV ancf^ o g m ent was given to the saints o f the 
Stosf Hhe time came that the saints pos­
sessed the kingdom ; ”  verses 21, 22. Now , so 
long as this horn makes war with the saints, and pre­
vails against them, so long they must be “  in his 
hands ; ”  and this is expressly said to be u until the 
Ancient o f days came— and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom.”  f t  VMM h f t i  
to the unprgjudicgiL XOifidj ( thaT^m hjjt JP.L tte8e 
eVenlsTiave^et
seqtienc6,v the a  time, thnei.^id me dividing of 
titfrer^^^hrtMf'J^'ehdedJa^ not
have coffifflefi^etr at ̂ aft' eati^r j^eriodT than 1260 
years ago; nr ̂ tlteiTt ha u l e r  It Is admitted by 
the same writers, o f  WftOflTWe have been speaking, 
that the “  forty  two m o n t h s Rev. 13: 5, is the 
same period, ari<T covering the same ground and 
subject, as the little horn, Dan. 7th. N o w .it  is 
expressly said of the beast, Rev. 13: 5, that—  
“ Power was given him to CONTINUE forty two 
months.”  The continuance o f a power is the 
whole period o f existence
said, “ The marginal- reading is to <mcd;g war! 

Jbrty two months,” — that view will dniy'W6!!g!ll!ili 
smjHWgIJWeffiTlWy'lti Daniel it is said he shall make 
w a r  until the Ancient o f  days comes} &c. In what­
ever light, then, the subject is viewed, the 1260 
years are not yet ended, nor w ill they end till the 
fourth beast of Dan. 7th, which bears this little 
horn, is “  slain, and his body destroyed and given 
to the burning flame.”  Then the time has come 
that the saints possess the kingdom. As that time

corig
taencement o f the 1260 years some where subse- 
e ^ n t t o  588 " ~* ^>^*  ̂ * ^ * * * * ^ ^  

vV'e is h* after the experience of the past, to speak 
without positiveness as to any given year in which 
that period commenced. I f  however, we are to 
look f o r  the supremacy o f the Bishop o f Rome as the 
point at which to commence, he could not have had 
that supremacy as late as 590. “  Bower's History
of the Popes,”  printed in “  London, 1750, is before
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near the Tribunal, where they lay 4ill they became 
offensive, then the Tyrant [Phocas] suffered them 
to be buried.”  Bower, Vol. 2, page 531.

W e  have given this extract for two reasons— First, 
to show the wicked character o f Phocas, who is 
hereafter to establish the supremacy of the Bishop 
o f Rom e: and, Second, to show how Gregory the 
Great had apostatised from the spirit that charac­
terized him at his election. A fter Phocas had 
manifested his horrible depravity and cruelty 
towards Mauricius and his family, Gregory wrote 
him a letter, in which he says— “  W e have been 
hitherto most grievously afflicted; but the Almighty 
has chosen you, and placed you on the Imperial 
Throne, to banish, by your merciful disposition, all 
our afflictions and sorrows. Let the heavens, 
therefore rejoice, let the earth leap for jo y ; let 
the people return thanks for so happy a change.”  
Bower, Vol. 2, page, 533. In the same letter
Gregory says— “  May the Holy Ghost that DW ELLS 
IN  YOUR BREAST, ever guide and assist you.'111! 
Phocas commenced seeking the favour o f Gregory, 
Bishop o f  Rome, because his wickedness did not meet 
with favour from the Bishop o f Constantinople, who 
opposed his murderous projects against the family 
of Mauricius. “ The Empress Constantino, ana 
her three daughters, had fled for refuge to one 
of the churches of Constantinople. Phocas order­
ed them to be taken by force and publicly exe­
cuted. But they found in the Patriarch Cyriacus, 
a kind friend and protector, who opposing with 
great resolution and courage, the execution o f the 
order, would suffer no kind o f violence to be offer­
ed them in their asylum.”  Bower, Vol. 2, page 
537. From That time Phocas conceived & n&tred 
of the Bishop o f p o n s t^  which the Bishop
of Rome took the advantage o f to gratify his own 
envy and hatred : hence he flattered the blood­
thirsty tyrant, Phocas, and extolled him almost to 
a God. Gregory died in 604, on the 12th of March. 
I f  Phocas conferred on him the Title of Universal 
Bishop, Bower has not recorded it: though it ap­
pears that he took every opportunity to oppress 
the Bishop of Constantinople and exalt the Bishop 
of Rome. On the 13th of September, the same 
year that Gregory died, Sabinian was chosen to 
fill the vacancy of Bishop ,of Rome. He proved to 
be a wicked, avaricious, and cruel wretch, and 
was hated by the Roman people. He died, or was 
killed. F eK  He was succeeded by
Boniface lH. His election, Bower supposes, was 
not till about one year after the death o f Sabinian; 
yet he says, “  no writer accounts for ”  so long 
“ a vacancy.”  It is possible that the defect may 
be in the date o f his election ; and that it should 
have been 606 instead o f 607.

W ith respect to Boniface, I  shall give a copious 
extract from Bower, Vol. 2, page 545. “ Boniface 
was a Deacon o f the Roman Church; was a native 
o f Rome, and sent by Gregory, in the year 603, to 
Constantinople, with the character "of his Nuncio 
r Envoy or Messenger\ to congratulate, in his name 
Phocas, on his accession to the Imperial Crown. 
Upon the death o f Gregory he returned to Rome : 
and Sabinian, dying soon after his return, he was 
chosen to succeed him, as one who was not only 
well known to Phocas, but greatly favoured both 
by him and his w ife ; for by flattering the usurper, 
as Gregory had done, and conniving at his cruel­
ties, if not applauding him in them, while the rest 
o f mankind exclaimed against him as an outrage­

ous Tyrant, he had so insinuated himself into his 
good graces, as to become one o f his chief fa­
vourites, or his only favorite, being the only person 
in the whole city of Constantinople, who approved, 
or could so dissemble as to make the tyrant be­
lieve that he approved of his conduct. For that 
merit alone Boniface was chosen; and though he 
enjoyed his new dignity but a short time, for he 
did not even live to the end of the year in which he 
was raised to it, yet it may truly be said, that to 
him alone the Roman See owes more than to all 
his predecessors together. For heno sooner found 
himself vested with the Papal Dignity, than, 
taking advantage of the partiality and favour of 
Phocas to him, and of his aversion and hatred to 
the Patriarch Cyriacus, he not only prevailed on 
the Tyrant to revoke the Decree, settling the T itle 
of Universal Bishop on the Bishop of Constantinople, 
but obtained what no man could have believed 
could have ever come into the thoughts of a suc­
cessor o f Gregory to demand, were it not vouched 
by all the historians to a man, and obtained a new 
decree, settling on himself and successors, that very 
Tifie, which his immediate Predecessor but one, 
and all his Predecessors, the best and greatest, had 
so often condemned in any Bishop whatever, and 
rejected with the utmost abhorrence, when offer­
ed to himself, as vain, proud profane, impious, exe- 
crable, blasphemous. anti-christian, heretical, diaboli­
cal. Boniface could not but know that the contro­
verted title had been thus stigmatised over and 
over again, by  two of his Predecessors successive­
ly, Pelagius I I. and Gregory. But so inconceivably 
great was his ambition, so utterly unbridled was his 
desire o f exalting his See, that rather than let slip 
the favourable opportunity that now offered of 
raising it higher than it had ever yet been, or, in 
the opinion o f his predecessors, ought ever to be, 
he chose to stand condemned, out of their mouths, 
as a HeretiCj a follower of satan— a rival of satan in 
pride— and the forerunner o f anti-Christ. The 
Edict issued by Phocas on this occasion has not 
reached our tim es; but that thereby the Decree o f 
the Council o f Constantinople in 588, entailing the 
Title of UniversalJBisJhpp on the Bishop of Con­
st riitmople, arid his successors wa^ revoked and 
annulled; that the said T it le  was transferred from 
them to Boniface, and his successors, and the 
B i shop -o f -Rom e eeetofsd—the HEAD OF TH E  
W HOLE C ATH O U C jCHURCH, is what all the 
historians, ^ d r n  above, unanimous­
ly  "touch. In the Bishop o f Constantinople, the 
T it le  o f Universal Bishop is generally ihougnt to 
have been no more than a badge o f  honor, or an ho­
norary title, without any accession of power. And it 
does not appear, that in virtue of that Title, he 
ever exercised or claimed any. But Boniface had 
scarce obtained it when he took upon him to ex­
ercise sin answerable jurisdiction and power— a 
jurisdiction to that time [606 or 607]] UNKNOW N 
and UNHEARD OF in  the Catholic Church. No 
sooner was the Imperial Edict, vesting him with 
the title o f Universal Bishop, and declaring him 
Head o f the Churchy brought to Rome, than he as­
sembled a Council in the Basilic of St. Peter, con­
sisting of 72 Bishops, 34 Presbyters, and all the 
Deacons, and Inferior Clergy of that c ity : he acted 
there as if  he had not been invested with the 
title alone, but with all the POW ER of an Universal 

! Bishop— with all the AUTH O RITY of a SUPREME 
! H E A D ; or, rather, ABSOLUTE MONARCH of the
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Church. By a Decree /which he issued in that 
Council, it was pronounced, declared and defined 
that no election of a Bishop should thenceforth be 
deemed lawful and good, unless made by the 
people and clergy, approved by the Prince or Lord  
o f  the City, and CONFIRMED BY THE POPE in­
terposing his authority in the following term s:—  
“ W E W IL L  A N D  C O M M A N D .”  Thus was 
the power o f the Pope, as Universal Bishop-—as 
Head o f  the Church, or, in other words, the Papal 
Supremacy, first introduced.”

Such appears to be the true history of Papal Su­
premacy. Whatever may he said o f the acts o f  Justi­
nian in  §3.3 to 54L it is clear no Bishop o f  Rome 
c l a i m e d b r o u g h t  
to view by Bower, as briefly ffUsented in the fore­
going extracts. Now, unless the Papal Supremacy 
can De dated from the decree of the Council at 
Constantinople, 588, which is not at all probable,

for it.
F  romT^ r ^ p pqi^  us To tp

time^com es  “  for the saints to possess the king­
dom.”  W e repeat what we have before said— the 
termination o f the 1260 years marks the sum total 
o f  the existence o f the “  little horn,”  Dan. 7th, and 
not 45 years before. It will be “ destroyed,”  and 
tflere ends its “  time, times and dividing o f time.”  
W e  are satisfied that those who take any other view 
o f  the subject are doomed to be disappointed.

■ "  —

BIBLE EXAMINER.
P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M A Y ,  1848. 

A R E  T H E  W I C K E D  I M M O R T A L ?
“  The soul that sinneth it shall die.”— Bible.

V is it  t o M i l v i l l e .— The Editor of the Examiner 
spent eight days at Milville, N ew  Jersey, during the 
month of April. He left this city at eight o’clock, 
A . M., passed down the Delaware Bay by steam­
boat, some sixty or seventy miles to the mouth of 
the Cohansey R iver; thence up that river twenty 
miles to Bridegton; then ten miles by stage, arriving 
at the place of destination at six o’clock, P. M .; 
preached the same evening, and each successive 
evening during his stay, and three times on the 
Sabbath. He was most cordially received and en­
tertained by Brother Jacob Johnson, who was for­
merly a Methodist Preacher, and much esteemed 
in the Methodist E. Church in that place, till he 
embraced the Scripture doctrines of the end o f the 
wicked and sleep of the dead: finding he could not 
live  in peace in that Church, he withdrew from it. 
His house has ever been a home for Preachers, and 
no good man, w e should think, need feel any 
otherwise than at home there. Brother Chester, 
also once an Exhorter in the Methodist E. Church, 
is o f  like mind with Brother Johnson. The cry of 
“ Infidel,”  &c., was raised against them and others

who avowed their faith in the Bible truth— “  all 
the wicked w ill God destroy” — and that “  the dead 
praise not the Lord.”  These brethren had desired 
the Editor o f the Examiner to visit them for some 
months past, and the opposers began to think 
he would be among the things that are not present; 
but he came upon them in an hour they were not 
aware. He Kad a most candid hearing from those 
who were not too bigoted to hear; and there were 
many that did hear. The last evening, by special 
request, he addressed the “ young men of M ilville.”  
The house was literally overflowing, and numbers 
could not get in. The things of the Kingdom 
of God were presented to their minds, and the high 
honour God designed to place upon them if  they 
would make those things their first choice. After a 
discourse of nearly an hour and a half, the Lord’s 
Supper was eaten by such as had a mind thereto, 
preceded by some remarks on what constituted a 
church, and by what authority each person partakes 
o f the Supper. This closed up the labours o f that 
campaign. The good effected remains to be seen. 
I f  we were to do like some others who describe the 
glories of their labours by the excitement and ap­
pearances at the time of their visits, we might con­
clude that “ the cause”  received a powerful impetus 
at M ilville. Some attended the meetings through­
out that never visit other places o f worship— some 
who have been skeptical, were led to 6ay they 
never saw the Bible in this light before. Univer- 
salists confessed their foundations were all broken 
up; and 6uch reading their Bibles, and “ searching 
the Scriptures,”  it was said, had “  not been seen in 
M ilville for twenty years.”  W e are aware, how­
ever, that the excitement produced by the presen­
tation o f truths which before lay hid from the mind, 
or by the labours o f a minister on an occasional 
visit, is not evidence that the ultimate results w ill 
be what the friends o f truth may desire or hope. 
Herod heard John the Baptist “ gladly, and did 
many things,”  and yet John’s labour was ultimately 
lost upon him. W e are to sow the seed. It w ill 
be a savor of life  unto life to some, and o f death 
unto death to others; and who is sufficient for these 
things ? At any apparent success that may attend 
our labours in trying to do good, w e have all there­
fore occasion to “ rejoice with trembling.”  Most 
earnestly do we pray that those precious souls who 
gave such candid and earnest attention to the word 
spoken at M ilville, may not have heard in vain, 
but have reason to rejoice in the day of the Lord 
that they were called by the truth of God to con­
template both their Maker and themselves in a 
light they had never before seen.

Christian Philosophy, or the Constitution o f Man 
in relation to Immortality and Eternal L ife ”  is the 
title of a series o f articles that Brother Walsh w ill
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furnish for the Examiner. W e regret that the first 
number of the series came too late for our present 
number. I f  Brother Walsh is as interesting in the 
succeeding numbers as in the one on hand, we can 
promise our readers that they will get the worth of 
their year’s subscription to the Examiner, in those 
articles alone. Do try, friends, to scatter our paper 
more widely, that others may be berifefitted as well 
as yourselves. A ll new subscribers w ill have the 
Examiner sent them from the commencement of 
the present volume. W e cannot consent to take 
subscribers on any other terms, at present, as we 
have printed a regular number each month, and do 
not wish to break a volume; especially, when the 
whole volume is but fifty cents.

A n  A nti-Destructionist. — W e have received 
from a friend a copy of a truly remarkable docu- 
n\£nt, from the pen o f Abraham C. Raysor, which, 
w e are informed; was published in “  The Church 
Advocate,”  under the caption, “  A  correspondence 
between a Storrite and a believer in Bible Truth.”

W e beg leave to decline publishing it. How much 
edification our Teaders will lose by this determina­
tion, may be imagined by a specimen we will give
o f Mr. Raysor’s belief 
Truth.”

^  B ib l e  T b u th .
44 When all the workers 

of iniquity do flourish, it is 
that they shall be destroyed 
forever”  Ps 92 :7 .

“ Thou castedst them down 
into destruction”  Ps. 73: 
17.

“  Broad is the way that 
leadeth to destruction” 
Matt. 7: 13,

“  If any man defile the 
temple of God, him shall 
God destroy.” 1 Cor. 3:17.

44 Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the 
Lord,1’ dec. 2 Thess. 1: 9.

44 Whose end is destruc­
tion ”  Phil). 3: 19. 44 All
the wicked will He (God) 
destroy ” Ps.l45:20. Rev. 
11 : 18.

44 W hat if God willing to 
shew his wrath,”  &c. ,44 en­
dured with much long-suf­
fering the vessels o f wrath 
fitted to destruction. ”  Rom. 
9 : 22.

•< Fear him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body 
in heli.”  Matt. 10: 28.

44 Whoso despiseth the 
word shall be destroyed” 
Prov. 13: 13.

advocacy of “ Bible

A braham C. R atsor .
441 tell you plainly that 

there are many things among 
the Advent believers that I 
do not believe in, and among 
others is that doctrine of soul 
and body resting in the 
grave, and soul-destroying 
and diabolical doctrine of 
de*tructionism% which I 
firmly believe had its origin 
in the infernal pit of hell.”

441 tell you plainly, that 
at the coming of Christ, I 
would as soon be found a 
believer in the religion of 
Mahomet, or a worshipper 
of the idol Juggernaut, as 
to be found a believer in 
that soul-destroying, abomi­
nable doctrine of destruc- 
tionism”

Mr. Raysor’s opposition to “  Storrites”  is of little

consequence; but his antagonism to that word 
which abideth forever, as exhibited above, demands 
his more serious consideration. W q pray the mer­
ciful Lord to forgive the blasphemous effusions o f 
his intemperate and erroneous zeal. h . g .

“ R e v o l u t io n  i n  F r a n c e .” — Our article under 
that head was written immediately after the recep­
tion o f the news of that event, but not in time for 
the last Examiner' The events in Europe since 
that time, made known by later arrivals, serve to 
strengthen our convictions that we have taken the 
true v iew  of that subject; but, after all, time must 
determ ine: we dare not speak with too much 
positiveness: modesty becomes us all in speaking 
on unfulfilled prophecy, or prophecy that is not 
fully developed. •

“ The Beast and Image Beast.”— Br. Ailing’s 
“  Exposition o f the 13th Chapter o f Revelation,”  
has been received and read. W e are obliged to 
him for the copy sent us. It is as good as most we 
have seen on the subject; but, we have never yet 
seen anything on the two horned beast and its 
image that has perfectly satisfied us; and confess 
that we are still learners on that topic. Br. Ailing’s 
view  is, that “  The Holy Alliance ”  constitutes the 
two horned beast, with England for one horn and 
Russia for the other. The number of the beast, 666, 
is not so easily disposed of. “  Let him that hath 
wisdom ”  do it. W e must confess that we strongly 
incline to the “  Latin Kingdom”  as giving anything 
of a tolerable solution of this point.

“ DASH THEM IN PIECES.”— Ps a. 2 : 9.
Who are to be dashed in pieces? Why, say those 

who believe the world is to be burned and every 
body but the saints burned up with it at the time of 
the second advent, “  all the heathen are to be dash­
ed to pieces, so that none of them will be left.*’

W e  reply, first.— Zechariah positively declares 
there w ill be “  l e f t  o f the nations”  after the advent; 
and that too of men in the flesh. See Zech. 14: 16, 
to the end. The above construction, then, put upon 
the second Psalm, cannot be true. I f  the dashing of 
the heathen to pieces is what is spoken of, and break­
ing them with a rod o f iron, then it must import 
the subjection under which they shall be brought to 
Christ and his government, as nations;  which govern­
ment it w ill be as impossible for them successfully 
to resist as for a potter’s vessel to resist and with­
stand the blows o f a rod of iron; so that it shall be 
true, as sailh the prophet Isaiah, chap. 60: 12; 
“The nation and kingdom that w ill not serve thee 
shall perish; yea those nations shall be utterly 
wasted.”
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Btit we are inclined to the opinion that the Psalm­
ist is not speaking at all of the people of the nations, 
in the second Psalm, when he speaks of being broken 
with-a rod of iron and dashed to pieces; but that he 
had special reference to the u kings} rulers and 
judges of the earth.”  They indeed hate to surren­
der their usurped authority to Christ “  the K in g  of 
kings.”  But “  the decree”’ has gone forth, and in 
due time will be executed, and God will “  set ”  or 
“  anoint his king upon his holy hill of Zion,”  on 
“  David’s throne;”  and Jesus Christ, the Son o f God 
and the Son of David, w ill then “  be the glory of 
thy people Israel,”  also, “  a light to enlighten the 
Gentiles,”  who shall then especially be given to 
him for an “  inheritance”  with the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possession; for “  a l l  n a t io n s  

s h a l l  s e r v e  h im ;”  Psa. 72: 1 1 ; and “ H e  shall 
rebuke strong nations afar off/ and they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares,”  &c. Micah 4: 3.

Against this subjection to Israel’s king, on the 
throne o f his father David, “  The kings of the earth 
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the L o r d , and against his a n o in t e d ;”  and 
the result o f their consultation is, that they will not 
submit to this new government. But, “ the Lord 
shall have them in derision”  for their pride and 
folly. “'Then shall he speak unto them in hie 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure:”  His 
decree shall stand.— His Son shall have the king­
dom under the whole heaven; and he shall “ break 
them [[viz. the opposing kings, rulers, and judges] 
with a rod of iron; he 6hall dash them to pieces like 
a potter’s vessel .”

That this is the true meaning o f the Psalmist is 
evident from what immediately follows, viz: “  Be 
wise now, therefore, O ye kings) be instructed, ye 
judges of the earth; serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling: kiss the Son, [[submit to 
him ] lest he be angry and ye perish,”  &c. Thus it 
appears, it is the kings, rulers and judges, of the 
earth who conspire against the purpose of God that 
his Son shall be King, and that all nations shall 
serve him, who are to be broken with the rod of 
iron and dashed in pieces, i f  they do not heed the 
counsel to submit themselves to the government o f 
the king on David’s throne. W e look upon the 7th 
and 8th verBes of the second Psalm as a parenthesis 
which includes the decree that aroused the kings and 
rulers of the earth to resistance; but, they are in­
formed that their rage is vain, and that unless they 
peaceably submit to the Son o f David, the king on 
the holy hill of Zion w ill destroy them. This being 
the case, there is nothing in this Psalm to counte­
nance the notion that all men, except the saints, are 
to be cut o ff from the earth at the time of the second 
advent; and that notion is a most palpable contra­
diction o f many of the most explicit and plain pro­
phecies in the Bible.

THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE-
W e approach this subject with views and feelings 

different from many of our cotemporaries. W e look 
at it in the light of prophecy, and believe it may be the 
commencement of the fulfilment of several. T w o  
in particular will engage our attention at this time. 
The first is Daniel 2 : 31— 45. The second is Rev. 
16th. In Dan. 2d, we have described what may 
be called four universal monarchies, or kingdoms—  
the head of gold ; which is Babylon: the breast and 
arms of s ilver; or the Medo-Persian kingdom: the 
belly and sides of brass; or Grecian kingdom: the 
legs o f iron, or the Roman kingdom : then, the feet 
and toes; or the Roman kingdom in its divided state, 
which divisions occurred in the fifth and sixth cen­
turies, and have since that time increased to a mul­
titude of lesser divisions. In  this divided state o f 
the fourth, or Roman Kingdom; when there aro 
many divisions into kingdoms, and when though 
“  they mingle with the seed o f men,”  by the vari­
ous Sovereigns inter-marrying with each other’s fami- 
lies, but cannot for all that “  cleave one to another;”  
then, in those days “  shall the God o f heaven set up 
a kingdom,”  or the fifth universal Monarchy, which 
is to “  fill the earth and stand forever.”  T o  prepare 
the way for this last Monarchy, or Kingdom, “  a 
stone rent from a mountain [so the Septuagint reads] 
without hands ”  is to smite the feet and toes of the 
image, “  which were o f iron and potter’ s clay, and 
at last break them to pieces.”  The smiting process 
is first, but “  at last ”  [Septuagint] the breaking takes 
place ; and after those monarchies are destroyed, the 
kingdom and empire o f God will be fully developed 
and fill the whole earth. The stone} we think, re­
presents principles which were to act upon the 
thrones of despots by a continuous smiting, till 
under the power thereof the whole system o f des­
potic governments, whether civil or ecclesiastical, 
shall be broken'to pieces and be carried away like 
the dust of the summer’ s threshing floor: then 
those principles are to have a final embodiment in 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God, that is to 
succeed the present monarchies of the eastern world. 
The stone was rent from a mountain without hands; 
indicating that it was a work dependant more upon 
God, than any agency he might employ. It was 
rent from the mountain not in the time of either of the 
universal monarchies, but m the divided state of the 
fourth: it was at that point in the prophecy the stone 
was seen rent from its lofty height. W e aTe com­
pelled to the conclusion from present light, that the 
stone represents the principles of man’s individual 
responsibility to God— his right to think, and to 
speak the convictions o f his own mind untrammeled 
by civil or ecclesiastical despots. A  long night o f 
darkness had hung over the world on this subject: 
so deep was it that in the 12th, 13th and 14th cen­
turies it was death to read the Scriptures in the lan­
guage of the people. The great principle o f man’s 
right to read, think, and speak, responsible to God 
alone, was “  rent ”  out by Martin Luther and the 
Reformers, as God’s instruments to smite the image 
upon what was at that time, and 6till is, its feet. 
Those principles are a living, active, unyielding, and 
mighty engine, in the providence of God- to 6mite 
every species of despotism, till “  at last ”  tne image 
shall be destroyed and no place found for it. Those 
principles after struggling long in Europe for a rest­
ing place, took refuge in America, and here had a 
partial embodiment in the “  Declaration of Indepen­
dence;”  a noble instrument; and though disgraced
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and belied by the practice of this nation, yet it has 
stood as a continual rebuke to tyrants here and else­
where. It has acted with 6uch power on the Euro­
pean Despotisms as to shake every throne in the old 
Roman Empire; all of which are as certainly to 
crumble to dust by this operation as that prophecy 
cannot fail. A ll men see that those monarchies are 
falling: but few see that prophecy foretold that 
it should be so; nor do they see what is to follow 
their fa ll: they think it is to be Republicanism ; but 
prophecy will develope another destiny for Europe 
and the world.

W e  now turn to Rev. 16th. There we find at the 
pouring out o f the seventh vial, o f the seven last 
plagues, which fill up the wratn o f God, on the 
fourth, or divided kingdom, that there is “ a great 
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon 
earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great.’7 
Earthquake, in symbolical prophecy, denotes Revo­
lution. As this revolution is to exceed all that has 
gone before it, we think we may safely conclude 
that it is the same as that denoted in Dan. 2d, by 
the breaking of the image, or the entire and final 
overthrow of’European monarchies, and the shaking 
o f all civil and ecclesiastical despotism to pieces. 
The present French Revolution may be the first 
shock b f that “  great earthquake,77 under the seventh 
and last vial. W e do not affirm that it is, we wait 
for further developments before we decide.

The question will here arise— W hy should the 
present revolution be considered the commence­
ment of the “  great earthquake’ 7 more than the re­
volution of 17H9 or 1830, seeing the transactions of 
the former far exceeded in their calamities those of 
1848 ? To this we answer: The French Revolution 
of 1789, was indeed an earthquake, but it was not, 
and, in the order of prophecy, could not be the great 
one spoken o f as taking place under the seventh 
v ia l; because, at that time, the sixth vial, which 
was to “  dry up the great river Euphrates77— the 
Ottoman or Mohammedan power, was not then pour­
ed out, nor did it begin to be till the Greek revolu­
tion, or about 1821. The French revolution of 1830, 
was still too early* as the effects of the sixth vial were 
not then so far developed as to make it certain what 
were to be its effects on Mohammedanism; but that 
is now settled : the Ottoman power is broken, never 
to recover. Under the sixth vial was also to come 
up a spirit of jealousy and rivalry among “  the kings 
o f the earth,77 or old Roman Empire: see Rev. 16: 
13, 14. Under the sixth vial there was likewise to 
be a note of warning— “  Behold I come as a thief,7’ 
&c., which note of warning, it is evident^ from what 
follows in the prophecy, would be generally disre­
garded : that note of warning has been given, in 
Europe first, and then in America. In the mean 
time great preparations have been making for war, 
either offensive or defensive; and the nations are 
all ready for the conflict; each dreading it, and yet 
all fearing it, particularly in Europe. W e must then 
be very near the pouring out o f the Seventh Vial if 
it has not actually commenced. Whether the present 
French revolution is the first shock of that great 
earthquake to be under this vial, or whether like the 
two previous ones only the fore-runaers of the final 
shock, a few months will enable us to determine.

As to the results of the Revolution to take place in 
Europe, when all the monarchies there are to be 
broken to pieces, we are of opinion, that whatever 
efforts may be made to mould new governments, 
after the model of the United States, they will

prove abortions; and that the whole continent of 
Europe will be in such a state of anarchy as will 
make all the people desire a deliverer from some 
quarter; but none who disregard prophecy can tell 
from what quarter deliverance will come. Here we 
call attention to the prophecy of Haggai, chap. 2 : 
21, 22 : u I  w ill shake the heavens and the earth ; And 
I  will overthrow the throne o f  kingdoms, and I  will 
destroy the strength o f the kingdoms o f  the heathens: 
and I  will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride 
in them: and the horses and their riders shall come 
down, every one by the sword o f his brother”  Now 
see verses 6 and 7 : “ For thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the 6ea, and the dry 
land. And 1 w ill shake all nations, and t h e  d e sir e
OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME.7’

Here the state, both ecclesiastically and civilly, of 
the nations is described: shaken to pieces— not 
knowing what to do with themselves— desiring a 
deliverer— but, ignorant where he is to come from, 
and yet he appears. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, applies this prophecy to the time of the 
establishment o f the immovable kingdom of God ; 
Heb. 12: 26— 28; or, in other words— to the second 
advent o f Christ, when the kingdoms o f this world 
are to become the kingdom of our God and his 
Christ, whose “  reign’7 is to be “  forever and ever.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
In the last Examiner we gave an article from the 

Sunday Dispatch, relating to the Rothschilds having 
purchased Palestine, or its being under mortgage to 
them. As the Rothschilds are Jews, and as they 
had, and are likely to have, much to do with the 
events that close up the present age, we have 
thought our readers might be as much interested 
with the following account of this remarkable 
house as we have been.

“ In the year 1740, in a little Jewish settlement 
in *' Frankfort on-lhe-Maine,7 dwelt a family of poor 
but respectable Jew Pedlars, and in that year they 
were blessed with a son whom they called Mayer 
Anselm Rothschild. They gave him what educa­
tion their small means would permit, but, dying 
when he was at the age of eleven, left him to his 
own resources. He then earned a scanty living by 
writing, which he soon abandoned for a trade. 
But his ambition was to be a priest o f his religion. 
Fortunately f o r  tottering dynasties o f the present 
day, this was not accomplished. His trade required 
him to travel; and after some years he returned to 
his native place and established a small business. 
He soon, however, gained considerable notoriety as 
a collector of old and curious coins, which brought 
him much in contact with persons of rank, among 
whom it was fashionable to make such collections; 
and finally he went to Hanover, as a clerk in a 
large house. Subsequently, with a few years7 
savings, he returned to Frankfort, married, and 
commenced a little exchange business. His great 
sagacity, strict punctuality and rectitude of conduct 
pushed him rapidly forward, and towards the close 
o f the century the Frankfort banking house had be­
come famous and the profits large. The banker in 
the meantime had brought up ten children, o f 
whom five sons were ‘ after his own heart;’ and 
when he died left them vast wealth and extensive
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business, with the injunction to dwell in strict and 
unbroken unity. And the injunction then bestowed 
has been faithfully carried out. The five sons con­
ducted as many banking houses at the leading 
capitals of Europe. They were as follows: The 
eldest, Anselm, was born in 1773, and was the 
mos* substantial citizen of Frankfort, and, represent­
ing the father, was the head o f the whole operations 
o f the house. The second, Solomon, bom in 1774, 
became a citizen of Vienna, where he is held in 
high estimation as a man, as well as a member of 
the most stupendous banking house in the world. 
The fourth son, Charles, was born in 1788, and 
has, since 1821, conducted the house at Naples, 
where his popularity is equal to any of his brothers. 
The youngest son, Jacob, was born in 1792, and is 
the banker for Paris, where he maintains a splen­
dor that eclipses most of the princes of Europe. 
The third son we have yet to mention. Nathan, 
who was bom in 1777, and became the head o f the 
London house in 1798, and was in every intellectual 
respect a giant. It was observed of him that should 
he share in the chase it could only be to hunt 
elephants.

These five houses, combining all the financial re­
sources of Europe in their movements, which are 
always simultaneous, have exercised for fifty years 
a power unseen, but overwhelming. Nearly all the 
government debts of Europe are of their contract­
ing. Through the wars o f Bonaparte their infor­
mation was always correct, and always in advance 
o f  the British government, which was often a de 
pendent upon them for information, as well as 
for means o f action. Although their residences 
were always widely separated, each controlling all 
means of information, no important transaction was 
entered into without consultation and strict harmony 
o f opinion among them all. Commercial exchanges 
and all movements of business were often known 
to and controlled by the old Jew in Frankfort, who 
could in the exercise of his great power, look with 
contempt upon feeble despots crying to him for 
help; and the aid asked depended on the assent of 
the five brothers Accordingly they were courted 
in every possible way. In 1813 they were made 
private commercial counsellors to the Hessian 
government; also the Austrian Emperor, who con­
ferred on them the rank of Barons. Tn 1836 Nathan 
died, leaving £63,000,000, and seven children, of 
whom four were sons. The eldest, Lionel, who 
had been made Knight of Isabella by the Catholics 
at Madrid, and who is a Baron of Austria, in right 
o f his father, appeared in 1836, on the London 
Change in the place his father had occupied for 
thirty-eight years.

Such is a brief history of this remarable family. 
But we have not yet done with our remarks upon 
the Rothschilds. Lionel, the last mentioned in the 
foregoing account, was recently elected a member 
of Parliament : and a change in the British Consti­
tution was necessary to admit a Jew to Legislative 
honours and privileges: the amendment was made. 
What next? Recently, the English were com­
pelled to yield the legal restrictions on the issue of 
the Bank o f England, because the Baron Roths­
child threatened to withdraw his deposites unless 
the Ministry changed the l a w ; and again the

Saxon was compelled to yield to the Jew. Then 
what? Why— the Jewish civil disabilities mu3t
be removed in England, that they may arise there 
to all the rights and privileges o f other men ; and it 
is done. They are no longer to be “  trodden under 
foot ”  in England.

The prosperity of the Rothschilds in the present 
employment of their immense wealth, depends 
upon the stability o f the thrones of Europe: and a 
a short time before the fall of Louis Philippe, the 
House of Rothchilds loaned the King of the French 
the money supposed to be sufficient to keep him 
on his throne; but that throne has fallen, and the 
other thrones o f Europe tremble ready to fall. The 
Rothchilds cannot fail o f seeing that those govern­
ments w ill be but poor security for the immense 
loans they have made them. W ill that House 
look on and see thesfc Monarchies sink, and allow 
their riches to be lost by the crumbling dynasties, 
and make no move to put their wealth in a place of 
safety? W e cannot believe it. But, where shall 
they invest their immense substance? Their eyes 
must be turned to Palestine; and the re-establishing 
of a Government o f their own ; and the gathering of 
their own people, the Jews, must, in the natural 
course of things, become a favorite project with 
the Rothschilds. Their wealth and political power 
fully prepares them for such an undertaking. That 
movement, of itself, would hasten the downfall o f 
European thrones, from the fact that the withdrawal 
of their funds from those governments would pro­
duce a financial crisis that must overthrow the 
Monarchies of Europe.

Since the above was written, we have d ipt the 
following items from different papers relating to the 
Rothschilds.

“  There is no m o n e y  to form a coalition against 
France, and the Jews will lend none—nay more, 
the Jews have none to lend ; for who can tell where 
the Messrs. Rothschilds are going, if they continue 
to identify their fortunes with the success of royalty ? 
* * # # • #  Without a Jew, Metternich and 
Nesselrode are but rusty wheels in a worn out 
machinery. In vain are the promises of Emperors 
and Kings, if not endorsed by a Jew , and hundreds 
of thousands of bayonets cannot raise a dollar.” —  
Wash. Cor. Ledger.

u Three months since, the house of Rothschilds 
took the French loan, o f about ten millions sterling 
at 75f., 25c; 47f. was the price at Paris on the 8th 
o f March.” — Liverpool Cor. N . Y. Herald.

“  Baron Rothchilds was notified yesterday to 
leave Paris, which he declined to d o ; but he im­
mediately sent the new government twenty-five 
million francs, which will, perhaps, cause the order 
to be modified or withdrawn.” — Paris Cor. N . Y. 
Herald, “  Feb. 26.”

11 Baron Rothchild was not ordered, btit advised 
by the timid, to leave the city; but he did not enter 
into their fears, and has made himself useful since 
to the government and people.”  —  Ibid. Paris , 
Feb. 28. ’
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.
The Extracts o f Letters in our March number 

pleased some o f our friends, in Philadelphia, so 
well, that they have specially requested us to g ive  
them more. To gratify such, we have prepared 
another selection for this number, larger than 
before.

A  H ard Case: Br. C. Morley writes:— “  I was 
somewhat amused the other morning at the manner 
in which the head of the family where I board— a 
member of the Dutch Reformed Church— read the 
37th Psalm at family worship. He read to the 20th 
verse, to the clause— “  The enemies of the Lord 
shall be as the fat of Lambs,”  and there he stopped 
in the middle of the verse. Of course, he considered 
the remaining part of the verse— “  they shall con­
sume ; into smoke shall they consume away,”  rank 
heresy, dangerous for his family to hear read ! W hat 
a heretic David must have been ! And what a 
heretical book the Bible must be, as it does not con­
form to that superior authority— the man-made 
creeds! What is the remedy? For “ great”  are 
the creeds of the sects! Why, either all the bibles 
in Christendom must be expurgated or burned, or 
the creed-idols must fall, if time rolls on a few  
years in the present dispensation.”

It was said, some years ago, in onr native town, 
that a Un/versalist there had actually erased from 
his bible, all the threatenings agiinst the wicked : 
so that, when any one quoted those threatenings his 
answer was— “ That is not in my Bible.”  The op­
ponents of the doctrine— ‘ ‘ The dead praise not the 
Lord,”  and “  all the wicked will God destroy,” —  
“  they shall be as though they had not been,”  may 
as well begin to follow in the footsteps of the afore­
said Universalist; for they will find it just as diffi­
cult, from God’s Bible, to maintain the endless misery 
doctrine, as he did to prove Universalism, till he 
manufactured that book into my Bible. Creeds o f 
men may prove the soul’s natural immortality—  
God’s Book never can : they might just as well try 
to make it read, “  God so hated the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever did not 
believe in him should have everlasting life : ”  and 
add— “  It is written ” -— “  Y e shall not surely die.”

Dm. A Doolittlr, New York, write*

When you sent me the first lecture on the des­
truction of the wicked, from Albany, [1842,] I read 
but a little of it. I  "was grieved to think you had 
run into so great an error. I laid it down, and did 
not take it up again until you sent me the second 
lecture, I looked at it, and behold these words, in 
large letters, stared me full in the face : “  ARE THE 
W IC K E D  IM M O RTAL?”  I thought, what does 
this mean ? I had never heard the question before. 
1 read it through, and then hunted up the first, and 
read that through. I was surprised. Let me tell 
you, i f  it had not been for these large capitals arrest­
ing my attention, I do not know when I should 
have seen the truth; and many more have been 
arrested by the same. Can you not place them on 
your paper where they may be seen ? They will 
do good; they strike one’s mind with great force.

I praise the Lord that you was made an instrument 
in his hand, of leading my mind to embrace this 
truth; to Him be all the glory, Amen. It was a 
good while before I could believe that when a man 
dies, if he was a Christian, but what he was 
alive forevermore. But, I soon found, that man 
had no life but in Christ; for H e is the resurrection 
and the life— that the dead know not anything— in 
the very day he dies his thoughts perish; but, praise 
the Lord, when he who is our life shall appear, we 
shall appear with him in glory ; and not before. 
The pernicious doctrine, that when a Christian dies 
he goes to heaven and receives his reward, is doing 
great damage to souls. “  Get ready for death !”  
Why, death, as a consideration for repentance to 
sinners, is not to be found in the Bible. W e have 
great cause to be thankful that the Lord has caused 
us to see the truth.

1 think the coming o f the Lord is very near. I 
will refer to Luke, 21st chapter. “  On the earth dis­
tress o f nations, with perplexity, the seas and waves 
roring;”  or, as some say, ‘ ‘ the seas and inland 
waters agitated, 4 and men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and looking after those things that are coming 
on the earth, for,’ or because, 4 the powers of the 
heavens should be shaken.’ ”  Now, is it not the 
shaking o f the power o f the heavens that produces 
the effects on men here spoken of? And if 1 am 
correct, is not the coming of the Son of man the next 
event ? And may w e not look for it daily ? 1 want 
to understand the truth, for nothing else can do us 
good; may the Lord guide us into the truth, and 
prepare us for ihe great event, Amen.

In accordance with Brother Doolittle’s suggestion, . 
we have inserted the question “  ARE T H E  W IC K . 
ED IM M O R TAL?”  at the head o f our editorial de­
partment, with the Bible answer, there to remain, 
for opposers to reply to or scoff at, as is most agreea­
ble to them.

Br . Tho*. F. Hkdkick, Laurel, Indiana, writes :—

If God has called us to the work of proclaiming 
the second advent o f His Son, he has also put it into 
our hearts to exhibit the state of the dead and the 
end o f the wicked, which important doctrines show 
the necessity of his coming, for man is dependant 
on the second coming o f Christ and the resurrection 
for all future existence after death ; and if there be 
no resurrection of the dead, then they that have 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. I am glad you 
have associated with you, in the editorial of the Ex­
aminer, Brother Walsh7 as it will enable you to pub­
lish more largely, and present a variety of matter 
upon those valuable subjects. “  D ig  d e e p brethren, 
for the truth ; it is the truth alone which sanctifies 
us, and glorifies our heavenly Father. The Exami­
ner is just what the reading community want; and 
how thankful we ought to feel that we have been 
conducted after God’s way into this glorious ligh t; 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all; and 
while I can approach this light, and enjoy such sweet 
intercourse with its divine source, I fear not the 
charge of Infidelity, neither do I regard i t ; but as I 
have freely received o f the Lord, I will endeavour 
to do something to roll on the glad tidings of the 
coming o f our Redeemer, and the destruction o f all 
his enemies, and the restitution of those things 

| spoken of by the Holy Prophets, 
i Will you, iu some future number of. the Exami-
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ner, take up this subject, the restitution spoken of by 
the Prophets, and show us what you consider is to 
be restored— cite us to the prophecies which speak 
of it, and go into it fully? It is a subject very much 
needed at this time, in order to correct the mistakes 
into which the churches have all fallen.

Br . R. K. Ladd, Cabotville, Mas*., writes :—

Brother Storrs : I am greatly edified by the 
Examiner. M y heart sympathizes with its general 
character better than with any other paper extant. 
M ay God bless you in your efforts to spread Scrip­
tural Truth. I rejoice that you are so much en­
couraged ; and that a better feeling is prevailing 
among Christians towards the Truth o f God. W e 
are still holding on our way, and occasionally having 
additions to our ranks. Several have been convert­
ed to God and to the whole truth (or to a readiness to 
receive it,) within a short time past.

Accompanying the above, Brother Ladd sent us 
eleven new subscribers; which, with the twenty he 
became responsible for previously, makes thirty-one 
he has furnished us since the commencement o f the 
present volume. Who w ill go and do likewise? 
Several others have done nobly also; for which they 
have our thanks.

Br. Daniel Beach, Charlton, N. Y., writes : —

Brother Storrs : I feel very thankful to you for 
the Examiner. I always read it with a great interest. 
When it comes I do not know how to lay it down 
until 1 have read it through. When I first got hold 
of the “  Six Sermons,”  I was strongly prejudiced 
against your v iew s ; and my wife was so afraid that 
I should be led astray, she hid them for some tim e; 
but before 1 had got through reading them, my pre­
judice was all gone ; and now my wife and myself 
are both as firm believers in the doctrine o f the des­
truction o f the wicked as any part of the Bible ; and 
also the unconscious state of the dead. How many 
passages in the Bible teach us that the dead know 
not any thing; but, O, that tradition in which we 
have been trained ; how much it has done to keep 
us in the dark, and blind our minds from the truth 
o f the Bible.

Br . JSzra Crowell. Bowdoiuham, Me., writes :—

Brother Storrs: The Examiner is received. 
Its just the thing we need at this time. It is indeed 
to me like cold water to a thirsty soul. It js  solid 
meat upon which one can feed for weeks. I  rejoice 
that the time has come that you can publish regu­
larly. This is what I have long desired. I have no 
doubt you will soon be able to present us with an 
enlarged semi-monthly. Your paper needs only to be 
known, to be appreciated by the lovers o f Bible 
truth. This cause has suffered some in this region 
for the want of able advocates; but, I rejoice that 
so many able pens and voices are being raised up 
to promulgate and defend the truth.

' BR. Blhjamin Til l iy , Bristol, R. rewrites

Br. Storrs :— I have received your paper, and 
have been highly gratified in perusing the con­
tents. I  find those subjects discussed in an able 
manner that I consider o f vital importance, and 
they have long occupied much of my 6tudy and re­
flection ; and I have been for some time trying,

according to my best ability, to defend them ; and 
I think we have arrived at a point when we can 
see clearly the force of our Saviour’ s admonition,
“  Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life.”

Br . Saml. Brown, Milwaukie, Wis., writes
Br. Storrs:—It is with pleasure that I receive 

monthly the Examiner. Whilst I have the satis­
faction o f reading it, I wish to aid in publishing it. 
There are a few  of us here, that are not tied to any 
sect nor paper; but, we love our Bibles and love 
to receive light from any and all that can give it, 
without being prejudiced against any. You w ill 
excuse me for not writing in terms of praise of you 
or your paper, for I  have seen so much of such 
writing that it disgusts me. I think the best way 
a brother can show his approbation of a paper is to 
send the money to sustain it. W e  are trying to 
live, with our lamps trimmed and burning, looking 
for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing o f 
the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Br Henry Smith, Addison, Vt., writes
Br. Storrs :— Ever since I  became a subscriber 

for the Bible Examiner, I have received it regularly 
every month; have read and examined it can­
didly and prayerfully, I  hope, and it has been the 
means of inducing me to read and search the scrip­
tures more than I have ever done before, in the 
same length of time, and I must say, as an honest 
man, that T am strongly inclined to believe the doc­
trine of the unconscious state of the dead, and the 
final destruction of the wicked, (at the second 
death,) to be a Bible doctrine; and the interest I  
have heretofore had in reading the Examiner and 
comparing it with the bible, has by no means 
abated.

Br . Truman Grandt, Vergennes, Vt., writes

Br. Storrs :— I have received the three first 
Nes. of the present volume o f the Bible Examiner, 
for which I feel grateful. I have read those 
through with much interest.

How glorious does the doctrine o f the resurrec­
tion appear, when we can see that “  they who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are perished”  without 
it?  Which doctrine cannot be true; and Paul 
was greatly in error; and they who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are “  not perished,”  if indeed (as 
orthodox theology (?) teaches us,) they have gone 
home to Heaven ana happiness at death, or, when 
they fall asleep. 0 ! how we have been spoiled, 
through “  philosophy and vain deceit.”  How long 
received for “  doctrines”  the “ commandments o f 
men ”  Yours, in hope of Eternal Life.

Bh . R. I*. Partridge, Maysvllle/^Ohlo, writes

Br. Storrs :— I am heartily thankful for the Ex­
aminer, and think that I have gained much light 
from it. To give you a little of my experience I 
w ill say— that I was awaked up to the subject o f 
the sleep of the deed by the word let fall in a ser­
mon, which was some four years ago ; and since 
that time, I have been examining the Bible on that 
subject and others, and became convinced that 
the dead must s leep : but I  did not discover the 
relationship existing between that doctrine, and 
that of life and death, yet I had discovered that 
orthodox preachers treated the subject in such a 
commingled light, that it amounted to utter confu-



BI B L E  E X A M I N E R . 79

sion. Oh the depths o f  the prejudice of education.
I  did not know half its strength. The orthodox 
cry here is “ Infidelity,”  &c. Some speak not 
knowing any better, others not wishing to know 
better. But there are some that w ill read and 
listen. Oh that men would let their common un­
derstandings bear on this matter, and not listen so 
much to the clergy 3 for it is so plain that u he that 
runs may read.”  i f  the mind is not previously 
cramped by a tneory.

The cause here looks brighter every day. Many 
are willing to listen to arguments and the simple 
truths of the Book. W e have preaching on the 
subject o f the Kingdom once in two weeks, and a 
prayer meeting weekly. The preaching is by 
Bro. Lyons, who labours here and through the adja­
cent country; and we can say, as one Bro. in the 
last Examiner said, i f  we have not changed the 
profession o f some, “ we have changed their 
prayers.”

Brb. Z , Smith and W m . Mom , Elberton, Ga., write :

Br. Storrs :— Continue to us the Bible Exam­
iner. W e  do not wish them stopped, as we like 
them well, and think the doctrine they contain the 
best we ever read. W e think the Examiner is 
opening the eyes of some here, and we expect to 
get you more subscribers shortly.

Br . D. B. Eldred, Homer, Mich., writes

Br . Storrs :— I am glad to hear that ministers 
are coming to the truth on the state, o f the dead 
and end of the wicked. One in this State, Br. 
Manings Curry, has lately embraced the truth, and 
is now preaching Life and Death to the people.

Br. J. P. Pritchard, Mocksville, N. C., writes —

Br. Storrs :— I  am much pleased with your 
paper, and shall do all I  can to obtain subscribers. 
The sermons you were pleased to give me last fall, 
when in the city, I have distributed wherever t 
thought they would be read and do good. I have 
some on hand yet. and shall hand them out when­
ever I see they w ill be read. I  am pleased that 
you have associated with you Br. Walsh.

Had man not have sinned he would not have 
died, but would have inherited the earth forever 3 
but, in consequence o f sin producing death, the re­
surrection is, in one sense, a doctrine o f necessity : 
for, without it the original design of God would 
have been frustrated—men would have died— and 
the earth would have to be peopled by another 
creation. But, in the resurrection we see both the 
wisdom and power o f Jehovah 3 it is a glorious 
truth, and to the child o f God that hope that sup­
ports him amid all the ills that fall to our lot in this 
world. W ere it not for that, truly, of all men they 
would be the most miserable.

M y brother-in-law has been lately excluded 
from the Baptish church near this place, for his 
belief of the truth 3 and after his exclusion earn­
estly entreated to give up his views and return to 
the church, they believing him to be a Christian.

Dr I. F. Lee, Meltonsville, N. C., writes :—

Br . Storrs:—I received six copies o f the six 
sermons, and three numbers of the Bible Examiner 
for the present year. Enclosed are five dollars, 
which you will place to my credit. Send me six 
copies more o f tne six sermons.

I am very busv, professionally, as they say in 
this country, and have little or no time to spare at 
this moment.

One preacher of the denomination to which I 
belong (Baptist,) has been excluded lately for his 
belief in the doctrine advanced in your sermons.
I  am well acquainted with him, and. know him to 
be a man of piety and consistency— a Christian to 
all human appearance. But I will write to you 
again ere long, and, I trust, shall have something 
interesting to mention.

Br . A. N . Seimore, Plymouth, Mich., writes :—

Br. Storrs :— I have been engaged in proclaim­
ing the glad tidings of the speedy coming of Christ 
for nearly four years past, and I feel weighed 
down under the solemn impression of the truth, 
that it is soon to be witnessed by an astonishea 
world 3 and my soul cries out, what manner o f 
persons ought w e to be who profess to be looking 
for such momentous events, as the apperring o f , 
Christ, the renovation of the earth, the destruction 
o f the wicked, &c. None but the pure in heart 
can see God in peace 3 none but those who are 
willing to sacrifice all for Christ, and his truth w ill 
be able to stand before him in peace, without spot 
and blameless in that day. God grant we may 
purify our hearts by obeying the truth, for vre are 
sanctified and purified through the truth. There 
are truths advocated by you, and many of the A d ­
vent brethren that have not had their proper in­
fluence on my mind till within a few  months past. 
The reason why they have not, are quite numer­
ous, but, I  fear, not very weighty. A short time 
since, my mind became settled relative to the 
sleep of the saints, and the destruction of the 
wicked 3 and while travelling from place to place, 
to preach the glad tidings o f the kingdom nigh at 
hand, we have placed these truths out prominently 
before our hearers, and many have rejoiced in 
these righteous sentiments, as well as those con-v 
cerning the coming of the Lord. After the dark­
ness was past, and my mind became clear on 
these subjects, I  wondered with astonishment, 
that I cherished the old theory as long as I did. It 
is utterly impossible for me to believe in the com­
mon theory, with the light I now have on this sub­
ject. “  The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth, much more the sinner and the wicked.”  
Their recompense is to be punished according tor 
the deeds done in the body. “  Burnt up root and 
branch” — Ci consumed soul and body,”  and a be 
as though they had not been.”  I can reconcile 
the Bible in this way and no other. M y Bible is 
becoming more and more consistent, more and 
more beautiful and glorious, praise the Lord. W e 
have just closed a series of meetings, in which 
some twelve or fifteen have taken a decided stand 
upon these questions, and many more have been 
favourably impressed, and have commenced 
searching the scriptures for a decision. I fear not 
the result o f their investigation. The ministers 
do all they can to oppose, by crying “  Wolf, wolf,”  
“  Infidelity,”  &c. But we take a decided stand, 
and give them the liberty o f meeting us in private 
or public on those questions. As yet we have not 
the pleasure o f accepting an invitation to discuss 
these important Bible doctrines. God’s truth is 
mighty and will prevail. Amen.

Yours in hope o f speedy immortality and Eternal 
L ife .
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Br . N. A. Hitchcock, Tyler, III., writes : —

Br. S t o r r s  I obtained, not long since, a copy 
o f the Bible Examiner, and perused its contents. I 
became satisfied that the truth, as therein presented, 
might accomplish much good. 1 know of several 
in this place, who have been rescued from Uni 
versalism: and had not the plain truth, respecting 
the state of the dead and the end of the wicked, 
been set before their minds, they doubtless would 
have remained still in their sins. You say, 11 you 
intend, by the grace of God, to be kept free from 
that bigotry which thinks no light can be elicited 
beyond that now enjoyed.”  I would be glad to al­
ways occupy that place myself. I would most ar­
dently pray to be led into all truth. I never felt the 
necessity more than at the present time, of standing 
free, believing the true Church is composed of all 
true believers. There are about twenty in this place, 
most of whom I have evidence are serving God 
according to the light they have. W e take the word 
and Spirit as our rule of action, and acknowledge 
no unscriptural name as appropriate to the house­
hold of faith.

Ba. A. B. Magruder, Charlottesville, Va., writes :—
To t h e  E d it o r s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  E x a m in e r  : — ■ 

I  read your paper with both pleasure and profit, 
and knew not until your association of Br. Walsh 
in the editorial department, that the Examiner”  
was still published. Several years ago, it fell into 
m y hands, and 1 derived no little light and instruc­
tion from your (Br. Storrs’ ) •* Six Sermons.”  The 
perusal o f these, stimulated me to further inquiry, 
and resulted in my conviction of the truth o f the 
doctrine of the ultimate destruction of the wicked, 
a point which, though for years previous a disciple 
o f  Christ, 1 had never thoroughly understood. 
Since then, being in the midst of infidels and op- 
posers, both “  orthodox”  and aliens, I have deemed 

,it due to the truth I held, to put forth some defence 
o f  its claims. This I did by the publication, last 

ear, of a pamphlet entitled u Truth tested by 
cripture.”

Br . John T. Richardson, Newburyport, M an ,, writes :—

B r . Storrs:— I was informed by a friend last 
week, that you was publishing a periodical in 
pamphlet form. I wish you to send me a copy, 
w ith the back numbers. 1 have your “  Six Ser­
m ons”  on the end of the wicked, and the state of 
the dead.

There is a church o f Advent believers in this 
place, well united and prosperous. Nearly all of 
them believe w ith you in the end of the wicked, 
and tbe intermediate state o f the dead.

[Xa ’ T he E ditor of this paper preaches every Lord’s day al 
Commissioners Ha l l , Third street, below Green, east side; at 
10, A. M., and in the evening at 7£ o’clock.

T hk “ Six Sermons”  on the End of the Wicked, &c., can be 
had at No. 21 North Sixth street, or of the Author, 18 Chester 
street; between Raco and Vine, 8th and 9th. Price, in Pamphlet’ 
15 cents, or ten copies for $1.00. The pamphlet includes the 
views of the author on the question, »* Have the dead knowledge?” 
The Sermons advocate the doctrine, that “ Ail the wicked will 
God destroy,” or, cause them to cease from lift, after the judg­
ment.

“  The Aspects of Phrenology on Revelation; or, Material• 
ism, Fatalism, Regeneration, Creeds, Atheism, The operation <f 
the Holy Spirit in the conversion of men, and Human Responsi* 
btlity, Philosophically considered, in a series of Lectures, By 
J. T. WaL8H.”  Such is the Title of an Octavo pamphlet of 74 
page, published by Br. Walsh, Richmond, Va., 1846. For sale 
at 21 North Sixth street, Philadelphia, Pa. Price 25 cents.

CONSOLATIONS FOR THE LONELY.

BY  MARY HOWITT.

There is a land where beauty cannot fade,
Nor sorrow dim the eye,

Where true love shall not droop, nor be dismayed,
And none shall ever die;

Where is that land, O where ?
For I would hasten there;
Tell me—I fain would go,
For [ am weary with a heavy woe!

The beautiful have left me all alone;
The true, the tender, from my path have gone !

O guide me with thy hand,
I f  thou dost know that land,

For I am burthened with oppressive care,
And I am weak and fearful with despair;—
Where is it ? Te ll me where.

Friend, thou must trust in him who trod before 
The desolate paths of life;

Must bear in meekness, as he meekly bore,
Sorrow, and pain, and strife!

Think how the Son of God 
These thorny paths hath trod;
Think how he longed to go,
Yet tarried out, for thee, the appointed wo.

Think of his weariness in places dim,
Where no man comforted or cared for him!

Think of the blood-like sweat,
With which his brow was wet;

Yet how he prayed unaided and alone,
In that great agony, “ Thy will be done!”
Friend do not thou despair;
Christ, from his heaven of heavens, will hear thy prayer.

THE M AG N ETIC  TELEGRAPH.

. BY JAMES GILBORNE LYONS, LL . D .

Along the smooth and slender wires,
The sleepless heralds run,

Fast as the clear and living rays 
Go streaming from the sun:

No peals or flashes heard or seen,
Their wondrous flight betray,

And yet their words are plainly felt,
In cities far away.

But faster still than tidings borne 
On that electric cord,

Rise the pure thoughts of him who loves 
The Christian’s life and Lord—

Of him who, taught in smiles and tears,
With fervent lips to pray,

Maintains high converse here on earth 
With bright worlds far away.

A y ! though nor outward wish is breathed, 
Nor outward answer given,

The sighing of that humble heart 
Is known and felt in heaven :

Those long frail wires may bend and break;
Those viewless heralds stray;

But Faith’s least word shall reach the throne 
Of God, though far away.


