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THE TIME OF
THE END

( Group Study Guide )

But of the times and the seasons, brethren,
ye have no need that I write unto you. For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief.

Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the
night, nor of darkness.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5




THE FINAL HOURS OF THE GREAT CONTROVERSY

The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on
whose vesture is written the name, King of kings, and Lord
of lords, is soon to lead forth the armies of heaven. It can-
not now be said by the Lord’s servants, as it was by the
prophet Daniel: “The time appointed was long.” Daniel
10:1. It is now but a short time till the witnesses for God
will have done their work in preparing the way of the
Lord.

We are to throw aside our narrow, selfish plans, remember-
ing that we have a work of the largest magnitude and high-
est importance. In doing this work we are sounding the
tirst, second, and third angel’s messages, and are thus be-
ing prepared for the coming of that other angel from heav-
en who is to lighten the earth with his glory.

The day of the Lord is approaching with stealthy tread; but
the supposed great and wise men know not the signs of
Christ’s coming or of the end of the world. Iniquity
abounds, and the love of many has waxed cold.

Unless we understand the importance of the moments that
are swiftly passing into eternity, and make ready to stand
in the great day of God, we shall be unfaithful stewards.
The watchman is to know the time of night. Every thing is
now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe the truth
for this time should realize. They should act in reference to
the day of God. The judgments of God are about to fall up-
on the world, and we need to be preparing for that great
day. ( Continued on back cover )

Our time is precious. We have but few, very few days of
probation in which to make ready for the future, immortal
life. We have no time to spend in haphazard movements.
We should fear to skim the surface of the word of God.

It is as true now as when Christ was upon the earth, that
every inroad made by the gospel upon the enemy’s domin-
ion is met by fierce opposition from his vast armies. The
conflict that is right upon us will be the most terrible ever
witnessed. But though Satan is represented as being as
strong as the strong man armed, his overthrow will be
complete, and everyone who unites with him in choosing
apostasy rather than loyalty will perish with him.

The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn
from the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire and
flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick
succession. Science seeks to explain all these. The signs
thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the
Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause.
Men cannot discern the sentinel angels restraining the four
winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are
sealed; but when God shall bid His angels loose the winds,
there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.
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the saints, and all heaven, were interested for their salvation,
they had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set
before them. Many desired life, but made no effort to obtain it.
They did not choose life, and now there was no atoning blood to
cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them,
and cry, ‘Spare, spare the sinner a little longer.” “ EW p. 281

“ Then I saw Jesus lead the redeemed company to the gate of the
city. He laid hold of the gate and swung it back on its glittering
hinges and bade the nations that had kept the truth enter in.
Within the city there was everything to feast the eye. Rich glory
they beheld everywhere. Then Jesus looked upon His redeemed
saints; their countenances were radiant with glory; and as He
fixed His loving eyes upon them, He said, with His rich, musical
voice, ‘I behold the travail of My soul, and am satisfied. This rich
glory is yours to enjoy eternally. Your sorrows are ended. There
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain.” “ EW p. 288-289

“ They stand before the throne clad in richer robes than the most
honored of the earth have ever worn. They are crowned with di-
adems more glorious than were ever placed upon the brow of
earthly monarchs. The days of pain and weeping are forever
ended. The King of glory has wiped the tears from all faces;
every cause of grief has been removed. “ GC p. 650
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Note: The passage from Revelation 21:1-6 which takes place at
the end of the 1000 years is actually repeating what was prom-
ised 1000 years before when the saints arrived in heaven. Christ
promised them at that time there would be no more pain or tears
or death. Now, at the end of the 1000 years, He reassures them
that sorrow and tears, death and pain are gone forever. Everlast-
ing joy and peace will endure for the rest of eternity.
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THE TIME OF THE END
(Lesson #1.)

“ And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. “ Luke
21:28

1. Why has the great controversy between Christ and Satan
been allowed to go on for so long? Ephesians 3:10, Philippians
2:10,11.

“For what was the great controversy permitted to continue
throughout the ages? Why was it that Satan’s existence was not
cut short at the outset of his rebellion? It was that the universe
might be convinced of God’s justice in His dealing with evil; that
sin might receive eternal condemnation. “ Education p. 308

“ Evil must be permitted to come to maturity. For the good of the
entire universe through ceaseless ages Satan must more fully de-
velop his principles, that his charges against the divine govern-
ment might be seen in their true light by all created beings, that
the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of His law
might forever be placed beyond all question. “ GC p. 499

“ It was God’s purpose to place things on an eternal basis of secu-
rity, and in the councils of heaven it was decided that time must
be given for Satan to develop the principles which were the foun-
dation of his system of government. He had claimed that these
were superior to God’s principles. Time was given for the work-
ing of Satan’s principles, that they might be seen by the heavenly
universe.” DA p. 759

2. What date marked the beginning of the “Time of the end’
foretold in Daniel 12:4&9? Revelation 13:5, Daniel 7:25

“ But that part of his prophecy which related to the last days,

“ After the saints are changed to immortality and caught up to-
gether with Jesus, after they receive their harps, their robes, and
their crowns, and enter the city, Jesus and the saints sit in judg-
ment. The books are opened — the book of life and the book of
death. The book of life contains the good deeds of the saints; and
the book of death contains the evil deeds of the wicked. These
books are compared with the statute book, the Bible, and accord-
ing to that men are judged. The saints, in unison with Jesus, pass
their judgment upon the wicked dead. ‘Behold ye,” said the an-
gel, ‘the saints, in unison with Jesus, sit in judgment, and mete
out to the wicked according to the deeds done in the body, and
that which they must receive at the execution of the judgment is
set off against their names.” This, I saw, was the work of the
saints with Jesus through the one thousand years in the Holy
City before it descends to the earth. “ EW p. 52-53

8. Will the saints be shedding tears for the lost during the 1000
years? Revelation 7: 15-17, 20:4

“ Probation is about to close.... Soon the last prayer for sinners
will have been offered, the last tear shed, the last warning giv-
en, the last entreaty made, and the sweet voice of mercy will be
heard no more. “ IHP p. 312

“ Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself
with His most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns,
a crown within a crown. Surrounded by the angelic host, He left
heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the
earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others
rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they
might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing for
them. The last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agoniz-
ing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning given.
The sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When
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outpouring of God’s unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabit-
ants of the earth —priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high
and low. “And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall
not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried.” “ GC p. 657

5. What contrasting experiences come to the wicked and the
righteous when Christ appears in glory? Isaiah 25:9, Revela-
tion 6: 14-17

“ Before His presence “all faces are turned into paleness; " upon
the rejecters of God’s mercy falls the terror of eternal despair.
‘The heart melteth, and the knees smite together, ... and the faces
of them all gather blackness.” Jeremiah 30:6; Nahum 2:10. The
righteous cry with trembling: “Who shall be able to stand?” The
angels’ song is hushed, and there is a period of awful silence.
Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying: ‘My grace is sufficient
for you.” The faces of the righteous are lighted up, and joy fills
every heart. And the angels strike a note higher and sing again
as they draw still nearer to the earth. “ GC p. 641

6. After the righteous dead are raised and all the redeemed
wing their way to heaven, how long will the journey be before
reaching heaven?

“ The 144,000 shouted, Hallelujah! as they recognized their
friends who had been torn from them by death, and in the same
moment we were changed and caught up together with them to
meet the Lord in the air. [1 Thessalonians 4:17.] We all entered
the cloud together, and were seven days ascending to the sea of
glass, when Jesus brought along the crowns and with his own
right hand placed them on our heads. He gave us harps of gold
and palms of victory. “ A Word To The Little Flock, p. 15

7. What will the saints be doing during the 1000 years in heav-
en? Revelation 20:4, 1 Corinthians 6: 2,3
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Daniel was bidden to close up and seal ‘to the time of the end.’
Not till we reach this time could a message concerning the judg-
ment be proclaimed, based on the fulfillment of these prophe-
cies. But at the time of the end, says the prophet, “many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” Daniel 12:4

The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming
of Christ in his day. “That day shall not come,” he says, ‘except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed.’
2 Thessalonians 2:3. Not till after the great apostasy, and the
long period of the reign of the “man of sin,” can we look for the
advent of our Lord. The “man of sin,” which is also styled “the
mystery of iniquity,” “the son of perdition,” and “that wicked,’
represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to
maintain its supremacy for 1260 years. This period ended in
1798.” GC p. 356

Note: The time of the end began in 1798 A.D.

3. What happened in 1798 A.D. that has given freedom to carry
the gospel to all parts of the globe? Revelation 13:3.

“ Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.”
And, says the prophet, ‘I saw one of his heads as it were
wounded to death.” And again: ‘He that leadeth into captivity
shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be
killed with the sword.” The forty and two months are the same
as the “time and times and the dividing of time,” three years and
a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7 - - the time during which the pa-
pal power was to oppress God’s people. This period, as stated in
preceding chapters, began with the supremacy of the papacy,
A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the pope was
made captive by the French army, the papal power received its
deadly wound, and the prediction was fulfilled, “He that leadeth
into captivity shall go into captivity.” “ GC p. 439
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4. When did the last of the time prophecies come to comple-
tion? Daniel 8:14, Revelation 10:5,6

“ This time, which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not
the end of this world’s history, neither of probationary time, but
of prophetic time, which should precede the advent of our Lord.
That is, the people will not have another message upon definite
time. After this period of time, reaching from 1842 to 1844, there
can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest reck-
oning reaches to the autumn of 1844. “ 7BC p. 971

Note: This means all prophecies based on time, whether pro-
phetic or literal. There is to be no second application of the
prophecies.

“ Some will take the truth applicable to their time, and place it in
the future. Events in the train of prophecy that had their fulfill-
ment away in the past are made future, and thus by these theo-
ries the faith of some is undermined.

From the light that the Lord has been pleased to give me, you are
in danger of doing the same work, presenting before others
truths which have had their place and done their specific work
for the time, in the history of the faith of the people of God. You
recognize these facts in Bible history as true, but apply them to
the future. They have their force still in their proper place, in the
chain of events that have made us as a people what we are today,
and as such, they are to be presented to those who are in the
darkness of error. “ 2SM p. 102-103

5. What significant event began in 1844 indicating that Christ
had begun His final work to prepare His people for His second
coming to earth? Revelation 14:6,7, 1 Peter 4:17

“ Attended by heavenly angels, our great High Priest enters the
holy of holies and there appears in the presence of God to engage

us the day and hour of Jesus’ coming. The living saints, 144,000
in number, knew and understood the voice, while the wicked
thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spoke the
time, He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our faces began to
light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses’ did when he
came down from Mount Sinai. “ EW p. 14

The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their fore-
heads was written, God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star con-
taining Jesus’ new name. At our happy, holy state the wicked
were enraged, and would rush violently up to lay hands on us to
thrust us into prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in
the name of the Lord, and they would fall helpless to the ground.
Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that God had
loved us who could wash one another’s feet and salute the breth-
ren with a holy kiss, and they worshiped at our feet. “ EW p. 15.

3. What other dramatic event happens at this time? Daniel
12:2, Revelation 1:7

“ Graves are opened, and ‘many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth... awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the
faith of the third angel’s message come forth from the tomb glo-
rified, to hear God’s covenant of peace with those who have kept
His law. “They also which pierced Him * ( Revelation 1:7), those
that mocked and derided Christ’s dying agonies, and the most
violent opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to be-
hold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the loy-
al and obedient. “ GC p. 637

4. When the righteous are finally beyond their reach, what
happens to the pent-up hatred among the wicked? Zechariah
14: 13, Ezekiel 38: 21,22

“ In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful

45



THE GREAT FINAL DELIVERANCE OF THE SAINTS
(Lesson #13.)

1. What takes place under the sixth plague and what is its sig-
nificance? Revelation 16: 12 & 16, Isaiah 17: 12,13

“ When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from
those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands,
a simultaneous movement for their destruction. As the time ap-
pointed in the decree draws near, the people will conspire to root
out the hated sect. It will be determined to strike in one night a
decisive blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of dissent and
reproof. . . With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation,
throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a
dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls up-
on the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the glory from the
throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each
praying company. The angry multitudes are suddenly arrested.
Their mocking cries die away. The objects of their murderous
rage are forgotten. With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the
symbol of God’s covenant and long to be shielded from its over-
powering brightness. “ GC p.635-636

Note: In the Bible, waters represent people and multitudes. See
Rev.17:15. The great river Euphrates represents the great rush-
ing of the multitudes of the wicked as they attempt to implement
their murderous designs upon God’s people. But their purposes
are dried up by the direct intervention of God on behalf of His
people.

2. After the special manifestation of God’s power on behalf of
His people, what change takes place in their experience? Reve-
lation 3:9, Micah 7:16,17

“ Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave

44

in the last acts of His ministration in behalf of man —to perform
the work of investigative judgment and to make an atonement
for all who are shown to be entitled to its benefits. “ GC p. 480

“ Instead of the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 referring to the purifying
of the earth, it was now plain that it pointed to the closing work
of our High Priest in heaven, the finishing of the atonement, and
the preparing of the people to abide the day of His coming. “ 1T
p- 58

“ The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events,
opening to our astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary
transpiring in heaven, and having decided relation to God’s peo-
ple upon the earth. “ CWE p. 30

“ Jesus has left us word: “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not
when the Master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or
at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest coming suddenly He
find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all,
Watch.” We are waiting and watching for the return of the Mas-
ter, who is to bring the morning, lest coming suddenly He find
us sleeping. What time is here referred to? Not to the revelation
of Christ in the clouds of heaven to find a people asleep. No; but
to His return from His ministration in the most holy place of the
heavenly sanctuary, when He lays off His priestly attire and
clothes Himself with garments of vengeance, and when the man-
date goes forth: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” “
1T p. 190



IMPORTANCE OF END TIME PROPHECIES
(Lesson #2.)

“ Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for
the time is at hand. “ Revelation 1:3

1. What are we admonished regarding the prophecies that God
has sent us through His messengers? 2 Peter 1:19, 2 Chronicles
20:20, Luke 9:18-22, 44

“ The events connected with the close of probation and the work
of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But
multitudes have no more understanding of these important
truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches to
catch away every impression that would make them wise unto
salvation, and the time of trouble will find them unready. “ GC
p. 594

2. Why is it so important to be mindful of the times in which
we live? Luke 21:28-36, Proverbs 22:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

“ We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events.
Many of the prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succes-
sion. Every element of power is about to be set to work. Past his-
tory will be repeated; old controversies will arouse to new life,
and peril will beset God’s people on every side. Intensity is tak-
ing hold of the human family. It is permeating everything upon
the earth. . . As we near the close of this world’s history, the
prophecies relating to the last days especially demand our study.
The last book of the New Testament Scriptures is full of truth
that we need to understand. “ TM p. 116

3. In view of the nearness of the end, what urgent warnings
are given to all who know the truth? Romans 13:11,12, Luke
21:28,

5. Who is represented by the fit man that leads the scape goat
away into the wilderness to die? Psalm 149: 5-9, Romans 16:20

“ .. .they shall take them captives, whose captives they were;
and they shall rule over their oppressors. “ Isaiah 14: 2

“ Says the prophet: ‘It shall come to pass in the day that the
Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy trouble,
and from the hard service wherein thou wast made to serve,
that thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon
[here representing Satan], and say, How hath the oppressor
ceased! ... The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, the
scepter of the rulers; that smote the peoples in wrath with a con-
tinual stroke, that ruled the nations in anger, with a persecution
that none restrained.” “ Isaiah 14: 3-6. GC p. 660

Note: The identification of the fit man is of peculiar interest in
the light of the above statements. From Leviticus we learn that
the fit man is not the High Priest that personally leads away the
scapegoat. It obviously is a man of the congregation who has
just participated in the day of atonement cleansing. He fits well
into a representation of the final generation of sealed saints, the
144,000. Like Jesus, who bore the pillars of Satan’s kingdom to
the ground by His steadfastness in resisting Satan’s every arti-
fice, so the 144,000 will triumph over Satan by their steadfast-
ness during the time of trouble. If any of them failed after hav-
ing received all the benefits of Christ’s atoning work, it would
be testimony to the universe that the plan of redemption is not
an eternal antidote to the recurrence of sin. The universe would
not be secure against another defection. Satan’s allegations that
the law of God cannot be kept would be demonstrated and Isra-
el would lose their lives.
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would come.” “ Maranatha p. 270
3. How will the faith of the saints be tested? Jeremiah 30: 5-7

“ As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their sins, the
Lord permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their confidence
in God, their faith and firmness, will be severely tested. As they
review the past, their hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can
see little good. They are fully conscious of their weakness and
unworthiness. “ GC p.618

“ Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest dan-
ger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree
to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test they
will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of
trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust in God.
The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will be forced
to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement. “ GC p.
621,622

4. What is happening with Satan at this time while the plagues
are falling? Leviticus 16: 20-22, Revelation 20: 1,2

“ Then I saw that Jesus” work in the sanctuary will soon be fin-
ished. And after His work there is finished, He will come to the
door of the first apartment, and confess the sins of Israel upon the
head of the Scape Goat. Then He will put on the garments of
vengeance. Then the plagues will come upon the wicked, and
they do not come till Jesus puts on that garment, and takes His

place upon the great white cloud. Then while the plagues are fall-

ing, the Scape Goat is being led away. He makes a mighty strug-
gle to escape, but he is held fast by the hand that leads him. If he
should effect his escape, Israel would lose their lives. I saw that
it would take time to lead away the Scape Goat into the land of
forgetfulness after the sins were put on his head. “ EGW Spal-
ding-Magan Collection, p. 2
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“ I saw that the time for Jesus to be in the most holy place was
nearly finished and that time can last but a very little longer.
What leisure time we have should be spent in searching the Bi-
ble, which is to judge us in the last day.

My dear brethren and sisters, let the commandments of God and
the testimony of Jesus Christ be in your minds continually and
let them crowd out worldly thoughts and cares. When you lie
down and when you rise up, let them be your meditation. Live
and act wholly in reference to the coming of the Son of man. The
sealing time is very short, and will soon be over. Now is the
time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, to make
our calling and election sure. “ EW p. 58

“ The Lord wants all to understand His providential dealings
now, just now, in the time in which we live. There must be no
long discussions, presenting new theories in regard to the
prophecies which God has already made plain. Now the great
work from which the mind should not be diverted is the consid-
eration of our personal safety in the sight of God. Are our feet on
the rock of ages? Are we hiding ourselves in our only refuge?
The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared to
meet it? “ Evangelism p. 199

4. What serious consequences will come to the watchmen who
fail to give the warning of approaching danger? Ezekiel 33:2-6,
Isaiah 56:10

“ Many who have been placed upon the walls of Zion, to watch
with eagle eye for the approach of danger and lift the voice of
warning, are themselves asleep. The very ones who should be
most active and vigilant in this hour of peril are neglecting their
duty and bringing upon themselves the blood of souls. “ 5T
p.234



WORLD CONDITIONS IN THE TIME OF THE END
(Lesson # 3.)

“ And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in
the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity;
the sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the

earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken “ Luke 21: 25,26.

1. What conditions will prevail in the natural world at the
time of the end? Zephaniah 1: 14,15, Isaiah 24: 3-6, Joel 1:15-20

“ While appearing to the children of men as a great physician
who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and disas-
ter, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation.
Even now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by sea and
by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific
hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earth-
quakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercis-
ing his power. He sweeps away the ripening harvest, and fam-
ine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and
thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to be-
come more and more frequent and disastrous. Destruction will
be upon both man and beast .“ GC p. 589-590

“ There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine per-
mission, to spread desolation everywhere. “ GC p. 614

2. What has been foretold regarding the state of society and
the religious world in the time of the end? Micah 7:4-6, 2 Tim-
othy 3:1-5 & 4:2-4, 2 Peter 3:3,4, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15

“ A power from beneath is working to bring about the last great
scenes in the drama —Satan coming as Christ, and working with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in those who are binding
themselves together in secret societies. Those who are yielding
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THE GREAT TIME OF TROUBLE
(Lesson #12.)

“ And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered,
every one that shall be found written in the book. “ Daniel 12: 1,2

1. When the intercession of Christ ceases in the heavenly sanc-
tuary, what will fall upon the wicked? Revelation 16:1

“ When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the un-
mingled wrath threatened against those who worship the beast
and his image and receive his mark ( Revelation 14:9, 10), will be
poured out. The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to de-
liver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and
extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before
the final deliverance of God’s people. “ GC p. 627-628

2. Where will God’s people be at this fearful time? Isaiah
33:16, Ezekiel 7:16

“ In the time of trouble we all fled from the cities and villages,
but were pursued by the wicked, who entered the houses of the
saints with a sword. They raised the sword to kill us, but it broke,
and fell as powerless as a straw. “ EW p. 34

“ During the night a very impressive scene passed before me.
There seemed to be great confusion and the conflict of armies. A
messenger from the Lord stood before me, and said, ‘Call your
household. I will lead you; follow me.” He led me down a dark
passage, through a forest, then through the clefts of mountains,
and said, ‘Here you are safe.” There were others who had been
led to this retreat. The heavenly messenger said. “The time of
trouble has come as a thief in the night, as the Lord warned you it
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5. Are the saints still burdened for the lost after their proba-
tion has forever closed? Jeremiah 7:16, Hosea 9:15, Luke 13: 24
-28

“ Probation is about to close.... Soon the last prayer for sinners
will have been offered, the last tear shed, the last warning given,
the last entreaty made, and the sweet voice of mercy will be
heard no more. This is why Satan is making such mighty efforts
to secure men and women in his snare. “ IHP p. 312

“ Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself
with His most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a
crown within a crown. Surrounded by the angelic host, He left
heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the
earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others
rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they
might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing for
them. The last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agonizing
prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning given. The
sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When the
saints, and all heaven, were interested for their salvation, they
had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set be-
fore them. Many desired life, but made no effort to obtain it.
They did not choose life, and now there was no atoning blood to
cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them,
and cry, ‘Spare, spare the sinner a little longer.” All heaven had
united with Jesus, as they heard the fearful words, ‘It is done. It
is finished.” The plan of salvation had been accomplished, but
few had chosen to accept it. And as mercy’s sweet voice died
away, fear and horror seized the wicked. With terrible distinct-
ness they heard the words, “Too late! too late! * “ EW p. 281
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to the passion for confederation are working out the plans of the
enemy. The cause will be followed by the effect. Transgression
has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a
great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very
near. We who know the truth should be preparing for what is

soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. “
8T p.27-28

“ The kingdoms of the world will be divided against them-
selves. Fewer and fewer will become the sympathetic cords
which bind man in brotherhood to his fellow man. The natural
egotism of the human heart will be worked upon by Satan. He
will use the uncontrolled wills and violent passions which were
never brought under the control of God’s will....” 3SM p. 418

3. Why does God allow calamities and disasters to strike?
Isaiah 26:8-10, Jonah 3:4-10

“ It is God who holds in His hands the destiny of souls. He will
not always be mocked; He will not always be trifled with. Al-
ready His judgments are in the land. Fierce and awful tempests
leave destruction and death in their wake. The devouring fire
lays low the desolate forest and the crowded city. Storm and
shipwreck await those who journey upon the deep. Accident
and calamity threaten all who travel upon the land. Hurricanes,
earthquakes, sword and famine, follow in quick succession. Yet
the hearts of men are hardened. They recognize not the warning
voice of God. They will not flee to the only refuge from the
gathering storm.” 5T p. 234

“ The most awful disasters are following one another in quick
succession. How frequently we hear of earthquakes and torna-
does, of destruction by fire and flood, with great loss of life and
property! Apparently these calamities are capricious outbreaks
of seemingly disorganized, unregulated forces, but in them
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God'’s purpose may be read. They are one of the means by which
He seeks to arouse men and women to a sense of their danger. “
8T p. 252

4. Why does God continue to maintain life and a semblance of
law and order in this world? Revelation 7:1-3

“ From this vision we can learn why so many are preserved from
calamity. If these winds were allowed to blow upon the earth,
they would create havoc and desolation. But the world’s intricate
machinery is running under the Lord’s supervision. Hurricanes,
threatening to break forth, are held under control by the regula-
tions of the One who is the Protector of the trembling ones that
fear God and keep His commandments. The Lord holds back the
tempestuous winds. He will not suffer them to go forth on their
death-mission of vengeance until His servants are sealed in their
foreheads. “ MR 19, p.279

“ I saw that this world was rocked in the cradle of security so that
communications might not be cut off from place to place, and
that messengers might have full time to carry the message to the
children of God, that they receive it and be sealed with the seal of
the living God, and be prepared to pass through the time of trou-
ble such as never was. “ MR 6 p. 170

“ The professed Christian world is enveloped in the darkness that
covers the earth. We sigh and cry for the abominations that are
done in the land. Why is it that all this wickedness does not break
forth in decided violence against righteousness and truth? It is
because the four angels are holding the four winds, that they
shall not blow upon the earth. But human passions are reaching a
high pass, and the Spirit of the Lord is being withdrawn from the
earth. . . But the winds are to be held until the servants of God are
sealed in their foreheads. “ IHP p. 96
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ing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning given.
The sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When the
saints, and all heaven, were interested for their salvation, they
had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set before
them. Many desired life, but made no effort to obtain it. They did
not choose life, and now there was no atoning blood to cleanse
the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them, and cry,
‘Spare, spare the sinner a little longer.” All heaven had united
with Jesus, as they heard the fearful words, ‘It is done. It is fin-
ished.” The plan of salvation had been accomplished, but few had
chosen to accept it. And as mercy’s sweet voice died away, fear
and horror seized the wicked. With terrible distinctness they
heard the words, ‘Too late! too late! " “

Those who had not prized God’s Word were hurrying to and fro,
wandering from sea to sea, and from the north to the east, to seek
the Word of the Lord. Said the angel, “They shall not find it.
There is a famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord.” What would
they not give for one word of approval from God! but no, they
must hunger and thirst on. Day after day have they slighted sal-
vation, prizing earthly riches and earthly pleasure higher than
any heavenly treasure or inducement. They have rejected Jesus
and despised His saints. The filthy must remain filthy forever. “
EW p. 281-282

4. If the lost at this time were given another time of probation,
would they change their evil ways? Isaiah 26: 10, Revelation
22:11

“ A lifetime of transgression has not softened their hearts. A sec-
ond probation, were it given them, would be occupied as was the
tirst in evading the requirements of God and exciting rebellion
against Him. “ GC p. 662
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tion, and Jesus was to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.”
EW p. 279-280

2. What enables God’s people to stand without a Mediator in
the heavenly sanctuary at this time? Isaiah 44:22-23, 45:8,
Acts 3:19

“ At that time the ‘latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of
the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third
angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the
seven last plagues shall be poured out. “ EW p. 86

“Talso saw that many do not realize what they must be in order
to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanc-
tuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of
the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must re-
flect the image of Jesus fully. I saw that many were neglecting
the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of
‘refreshing” and the ‘latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of
the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the
time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the need-
ful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing
that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. “
EWp.71

3. What effect will the end of probationary time have upon
the lost? Amos 8:11-13, Jeremiah 8:20, Isaiah 33:14

“ Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself
with His most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns,
a crown within a crown. Surrounded by the angelic host, He left
heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the
earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others
rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they
might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing for
them. The last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agoniz-
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THE ROLE OF THE USA IN CLOSING EVENTS
(Lesson #4.)

“ And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon “ Revela-
tion 13:11

1. As the first beast of Revelation 13 is being led into captiv-
ity, what did John see arising up out of the earth? Revelation
13:10,11

“ But the beast with lamb-like horns was seen ‘coming up out of
the earth.” Instead of overthrowing other powers to establish
itself, the nation thus represented must arise in territory previ-
ously unoccupied, and grow up gradually and peacefully. It
could not, then, arise among the crowded and struggling nation-
alities of the Old World, — that turbulent sea of “peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” It must be sought in the
Western Continent “ G.C. p. 440

2. What special characteristics of this beast and the manner of
its rise identify it as the USA?

A. It rose into prominence as the first beast went into captivity.
B. It rose up out of the earth.

C. It had horns like a lamb when it first rose into prominence.
D. It did not conquer other nations at its rise to power.

E. It ultimately copies the characteristics of the first beast and

speaks as a dragon.

E. It becomes a super world power with world-wide economic
influence to control world finances.

G. It precipitates the greatest world crisis of all time which will

end in national ruin.
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“ What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power,
giving promise of strength and greatness, and attracting the at-
tention of the world? The application of the symbol admits of no
question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of
this prophecy; it points unmistakably to the United States of
America. “ G.C. p. 440

“ Here is a striking figure of the rise and growth of our own na-
tion. And the lamb-like horns, emblems of innocence and gentle-
ness, well represent the character of our government, as ex-
pressed in its two fundamental principles, Republicanism and
Protestantism. “ 4SP p. 277

3. What relationship does the lamb-like beast of Revelation 13
have with the first beast of Revelation 13? Revelation
13:12&15,

“ What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Protestantism,
a power which, while professing to have the temper and spirit of
a lamb and to be allied to Heaven, speaks with the voice of a
dragon. It is moved by a power from beneath. “ 7BC p. 983

“ The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretch-
ing their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism;
they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman
power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this
country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the
rights of conscience. “ GC p. 588

4. Who else is united in this global confederacy of evil? Reve-
lation 16:13,14 (The dragon is united with the beast and the false
prophet.) “ The line of prophecy in which these symbols are
found begins with Revelation 12, with the dragon that sought to
destroy Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be Satan ( Reve-
lation 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to put the Saviour
to death. But the chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ
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THE END OF PROBATIONARY TIME
(Lesson #11.)

1. After the loud cry has been proclaimed world-wide, what
great work in the heavenly sanctuary comes to a close? Revela-
tion 8: 3-5, 22: 11

“ The One who has stood as our Intercessor; who hears all peni-
tential prayers and confessions; who is represented with a rain-
bow, the symbol of grace and love, encircling His head, is soon
to cease His work in the heavenly sanctuary. Grace and mercy
will then descend from the throne, and justice will take their
place. He for whom His people have looked will assume His
right — the office of Supreme Judge. “ 7BC p. 989

“ 1 saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven. An angel with a
writer’s inkhorn by his side returned from the earth and report-
ed to Jesus that his work was done, and the saints were num-
bered and sealed. Then I saw Jesus, who had been ministering
before the ark containing the ten commandments, throw down
the censer. He raised His hands, and with a loud voice said, ‘It is
done’. And all the angelic host laid off their crowns as Jesus
made the solemn declaration, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him
be holy still.”

Every case had been decided for life or death. While Jesus had
been ministering in the sanctuary, the judgment had been going
on for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living.
Christ had received His kingdom, having made the atonement
for His people and blotted out their sins. The subjects of the
kingdom were made up. The marriage of the Lamb was consum-
mated. And the kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom un-
der the whole heaven, was given to Jesus and the heirs of salva-
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“ When divine power is combined with human effort, the work
will spread like fire in the stubble. God will employ agencies
whose origin man will be unable to discern; angels will do a
work which men might have had the blessing of accomplishing,
had they not neglected to answer the claims of God. “ 1SM p.
118

“ But I speak not my own words when I say that God’s Spirit
will pass by those who have had their day of test and opportuni-
ty, but who have not distinguished the voice of God or appreci-
ated the movings of His Spirit. Then thousands in the eleventh
hour will see and acknowledge the truth. ‘Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reap-
er, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed” ( Amos 9:13).
These conversions to truth will be made with a rapidity that will
surprise the church, and God’s name alone will be glorified. “
2SM p. 16

“ The prophecies in the eighteenth of Revelation will soon be
fulfilled. During the proclamation of the third angel’s message,
‘another angel ’ is to ‘come down from heaven, having great
power,” and the earth is to be lightened with his glory.” The Spir-
it of the Lord will so graciously bless consecrated human instru-
mentalities that men, women, and children will open their lips in
praise and thanksgiving, filling the earth with the knowledge of
God, and with His unsurpassed glory, as the waters cover the
sea. ” Maranatha p. 218}

During the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential inter-
positions of her exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge of sal-
vation so abundantly that light will be communicated to every
city and town. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of sal-
vation. So abundantly will the renewing Spirit of God have
crowned with success the intensely active agencies, that the light
of present truth will be seen flashing everywhere.” Evang. p. 694
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and His people during the first centuries of the Christian Era
was the Roman Empire, in which paganism was the prevailing
religion. Thus while the dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it
is, in a secondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome. ” GC p. 438

5. Who are the three powers depicted in Revelation 16:13,14?
Dragon = paganism, new age and occultic and eastern religions.
Beast = Romanism under the papacy.

False Prophet = Apostate Protestantism of the USA. Note that
the false prophet is the one who works miracles. Compare Rev-
elation 13:13,14 with 19:20.

“ When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to
grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over
the abyss to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, under the in-
fluence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate eve-
ry principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican
government, and shall make provision for the propagation of
papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the
time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the
end is near. “ 5T p. 451

“The persecutions of Protestants by Romanism, by which the
religion of Jesus Christ was almost annihilated, will be more
than rivaled, when Protestantism and popery are combined....
Our own land is to become a battlefield on which is to be carried
on the struggle for religious liberty —to worship God according
to the dictates of our own conscience. Then can we not discern
the work of the enemy in keeping men asleep who ought to be
awake, whose influence shall not be neutral, but wholly and en-
tirely on the Lord’s side? Shall men cry, Peace and safety, now,
when sudden destruction is coming upon the world, when
God’s wrath shall be poured out? “ 3SM p. 387
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MAKING AN IMAGE TO THE BEAST
(Lesson #5.)

1. What does the beast with lamb-like horns call for the rest of
the world to make? Revelation 13:14

“ The beast with lamb-like horns speaks with the voice of a drag-
on, and “exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him.’
The spirit of persecution manifested by paganism and the papa-
cy is again to be revealed. Prophecy declares that this power will
say ‘to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an
image to the beast.” [Revelation 13:14.] The image is made to the
tirst or leopard-like beast, which is the one brought to view in the
third angel’s message. By this first beast is represented the Ro-
man Church, an ecclesiastical body clothed with civil power,
having authority to punish all dissenters. “ SP Vol .4, p.277

“Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States.
Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our
people in all parts of the world. “ 6T 395

2. How will the USA make an image or replica of the first
beast? Revelation 13:12

“ When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon
such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall in-
fluence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their in-
stitutions, then Protestant America will have formed an image of
the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon
dissenters will inevitably result. “ GC p. 445

“ In the movements now in progress in the United States to se-
cure for the institutions and usages of the church the support of
the state, Protestants are following in the steps of papists. Nay,
more, they are opening the door for the papacy to regain in
Protestant America the supremacy which she has lost in the Old
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ceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of
their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before
the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most
efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and
by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against
them. ” GC p 608

“ In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united,
in opposition to God’s people, all the corrupt powers that have
apostatized from allegiance to the law of Jehovah. In this war-
fare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great
point at issue; for in the Sabbath commandment the great Law-
giver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens and the
earth. ” 7BC p. 983

3. What kind of triumph will God’s people have under the
loud cry? Isaiah 54:17, 60:4,59-12, Micah 5: 8, Zechariah 12:
2,3

“ But Providence has a part to act in the battle of Armageddon.
When the earth is lighted with the glory of the angel of Revela-
tion eighteen, the religious elements, good and evil, will awake
from slumber, and the armies of the living God will take the
field. “ 7BC p. 983

“ As Christ was glorified on the day of Pentecost, so will He
again be glorified in the closing work of the gospel, when He
shall prepare a people to stand the final test, in the closing con-
flict of the great controversy. Those who have held the begin-
ning of their confidence firm unto the end will be wide awake
during the time that the third angel’s message is proclaimed
with great power. “ 7BC p. 983-984

4. How quickly will the loud cry complete the gospel work
throughout the world? Isaiah 60: 22, 62:10, Zechariah 9: 14-19
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in rank and file to proclaim the truth heretofore. For this reason
the eleventh hour laborers will receive their penny. These will
see the battle coming and will give the trumpet a certain sound.
When the crisis is upon us, when the season of calamity shall
come, they will come to the front, gird themselves with the
whole armor of God, and exalt His law, adhere to the faith of Je-
sus, and maintain the cause of religious liberty which Reformers
defended with toil and for which they sacrificed their lives. “
EGW 1888 Materials p. 378

2. What kind of opposition will the loud cry receive? Micah 4:
11-13, Zechariah 12: 2,3 Daniel 11:44, Revelation 12:17,17: 13,14

“ The power attending the message will only madden those who
oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to
shut away the light lest it should shine upon their flocks. By eve-
ry means at their command they will endeavor to suppress the
discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the
strong arm of civil power, and, in this work, papists and
Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement be-
comes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against
commandment keepers. They will be threatened with fines and
imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence,
and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce
their faith. “ GC p. 607

“ As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join
the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and par-
taking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the
same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to
choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing ad-
dress, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to de-
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World. And that which gives greater significance to this move-
ment is the fact that the principal object contemplated is the en-
forcement of Sunday observance —a custom which originated
with Rome, and which she claims as the sign of her authority. It
is the spirit of the papacy — the spirit of conformity to worldly
customs, the veneration for human traditions above the com-
mandments of God —that is permeating the Protestant churches
and leading them on to do the same work of Sunday exaltation
which the papacy has done before them. “ GC p. 573

“ A prayerful study of the Bible would show Protestants the real
character of the papacy and would cause them to abhor and to
shun it; but many are so wise in their own conceit that they feel
no need of humbly seeking God that they may be led into the
truth. Although priding themselves on their enlightenment, they
are ignorant both of the Scriptures and of the power of God.
They must have some means of quieting their consciences, and
they seek that which is least spiritual and humiliating. What they
desire is a method of forgetting God which shall pass as a meth-
od of remembering Him. The papacy is well adapted to meet the
wants of all these. It is prepared for two classes of mankind, em-
bracing nearly the whole world — those who would be saved by
their merits, and those who would be saved in their sins. Here is
the secret of its power. “ GC p. 572

3. What role does spiritualism play in persuading the people
of America to set up and enforce Sunday worship? Revelation
16:13,14

“ The miracle-working power manifested through spiritualism
will exert its influence against those who choose to obey God ra-
ther than men. Communications from the spirits will declare that
God has sent them to convince the rejecters of Sunday of their
error, affirming that the laws of the land should be obeyed as the
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law of God. They will lament the great wickedness in the world
and second the testimony of religious teachers that the degraded
state of morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday. Great will
be the indignation excited against all who refuse to accept their
testimony. “ GC p. 590,591

“ As Spiritualism assimilates more closely to the nominal Christi-
anity of the day, it has greater power to deceive and ensnare. Sa-
tan himself is converted, after the modern order of things. He
will appear in the character of an angel of light. Through the
agency of Spiritualism, miracles will be wrought, the sick will be
healed, and many undeniable wonders will be performed. And
as the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and express regard
for Sunday, their work will be accepted as a manifestation of di-
vine power. “ 4SP p. 405

4. What are the more subtle errors of modern spiritualism that
will deceive, if possible, even the very elect? 2 Corinthians
11:13-15, Galatians 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:1

“ Even in its present form, (modern spiritualism) so far from be-
ing more worthy of toleration than formerly, it is really a more
dangerous, because a more subtle, deception. While it formerly
denounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes to accept both.
But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the
unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of
no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attribute of God, but it
is degraded to a weak sentimentalism, making little distinction
between good and evil. God’s justice, His denunciations of sin,
the requirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight. “ GC
p. 558

(The above statement identifies the source of the modern ‘love
and acceptance’ gospel. Spiritualism operates through all forms
of errors that are being taught by those who have rejected truth)
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THE LOUD CRY
(Lesson #10.)

“ And after these things I saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hateful bird. .. And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her
sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities. “ Revelation 18:1,2,4,5

1. How will the outpouring of the latter rain affect the procla-
mation of the Third Angel’s message? Isaiah 60: 1-5, 9-11,
Zechariah 8: 20-23, Joel 2: 28-32

“ I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with
great power. It had effect. Many had been bound; some wives by
their husbands, and some children by their parents. The honest
who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly
laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the
truth alone was exalted to them. They had been hungering and
thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than life. I
asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, ‘It
is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,
the loud cry of the third angel.* “ EW p. 271

“ Stand out of the way, Brethren. Do not interpose yourselves
between God and His work. If you have no burden of the mes-
sage yourselves, then prepare the way for those who have the
burden of the message, for there are many souls to come out of
the ranks of the world, out of the churches —even the Catholic
church—whose zeal will far exceed that of those who have stood
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His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His
followers as a token that He had, as priest and king, received
all authority in heaven and on earth, and was the Anointed
One over His people. “ AA p. 39

(The latter rain is connected with Christ’s second apartment
ministry in the judgment and atonement for the living.) “ The
work of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is
to be accomplished before the second advent of the Lord. Since
the dead are to be judged out of the things written in the books,
it is impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out until
after the judgment at which their cases are to be investigated.
But the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of believers
will be blotted out “when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ. * “ GC
p- 485

“ An effort was made to arouse them by presenting our true po-
sition in the antitypical day of atonement, when every man
should afflict his soul before God, when sins should be con-
fessed and go beforehand to Judgment, that when the times of
refreshing shall come they may be blotted out. “ RH Oct.21,
1884

“ The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and without
this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. The pow-
er of evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submis-
sion of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be
resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the
Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modi-
fied energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit
that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world’s

Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. “ DA p.
671
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“ Every unconverted man is fascinated, bewildered, by the be-
witching power of the great deceiver. Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians, “‘Who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the
truth?” Every person who cherishes a known error, in faith or
practice, is under the power of sorcery, and is practicing sor-
cery upon others. Satan employs him to mislead other souls. “
ST May 18, 1882

5. How universal will be the confederacy of apostasy that
enforces Sunday observance? Revelation 13:3, 14:8,17:12
-14, 18:3

“ The so-called Christian world is to be the theater of great and
decisive actions. Men in authority will enact laws controlling the
conscience, after the example of the papacy. Babylon will make
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. Eve-
ry nation will be involved. .. There will be a universal bond of
union, one great harmony, a confederacy of Satan’s forces. ‘And
shall give their power and strength unto the beast.” Thus is mani-
fested the same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious
liberty, freedom to worship God according to the dictates of con-
science, as was manifested by the papacy. .. In the warfare to be
waged in the last days there will be united, in opposition to
God'’s people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from
allegiance to the law of Jehovah. In this warfare the Sabbath of
the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue, for in
the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Him-
self as the Creator of the heavens and the earth. “ 3SM p. 392-
393
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THE MARK OF THE BEAST ENFORCED
(Lesson # 6,)

1. Why is enforcing the mark of the beast such a serious act?
Revelation 14:9,10, 18:5,6

“ By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in viola-
tion of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully
from righteousness .” 5T p. 451

“ The sins of the world will have reached unto heaven when the
law of God is made void; when the Sabbath of the Lord is tram-
pled in the dust, and men are compelled to accept in its stead an
institution of the papacy through the strong hand of the law of
the land. In exalting an institution of man above the institution
ordained of God, they show contempt for the great Lawgiver,
and refuse His sign or seal. “ 7BC p. 977

2. What will be the economic consequences of enforcing the
mark? Revelation 18: 9-19, Isaiah 24:1-11

“ Men are prone to abuse the long-suffering of God, and to pre-
sume on His forbearance. But there is a point in human iniquity
when it is time for God to interfere; and terrible are the issues.
‘The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all
acquit the wicked ” ( Nahum 1:3). The long-suffering of God is
wonderful, because He puts constraint on His own attributes; but
punishment is nonetheless certain. Every century of profligacy
has treasured up wrath against the day of wrath; and when the
time comes, and the iniquity is full, then God will do His strange
work. It will be found a terrible thing to have worn out the divine
patience; for the wrath of God will fall so signally and strongly
that it is presented as being unmixed with mercy; and the very
earth will be desolated. It is at the time of the national apostasy,
when, acting on the policy of Satan, the rulers of the land will
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rinthians 3: 17-18

“ The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the
grain and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these oper-
ations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the
dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate,
and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry
forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual
growth. The ripening of the grain represents the completion of

the work of God’s grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy

Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character.

We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ. The

latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace
that prepares the church for the coming of the Son of man. “ TM
p. 506

4. What events in heaven are linked with the outpouring of the
former and latter rain? Acts 2: 32-33 (The former rain was
poured out when Christ began His 1st apartment ministry. )
“Christ determined that when He ascended from this earth He
would bestow a gift on those who had believed on Him and
those who should believe on Him. What gift could He bestow
rich enough to signalize and grace His ascension to the media-
torial throne? It must be worthy of His greatness and His royal-
ty. He determined to give His representative, the third person
of the Godhead. This gift could not be excelled. He would give
all gifts in one, and therefore the divine Spirit, that converting,
enlightening, and sanctifying power, would be His donation.... It
came with a fullness and power, as if for ages it had been re-
strained, but was now being poured forth upon the church. “
MLT p. 36

“ The Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven’s communication that
the Redeemer’s inauguration was accomplished. According to
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THE LATTER RAIN
(Lesson #9.)

1. What are the two times of special bestowal of the Holy Spir-
it called, and when do they occur? Joel 2:25, 28-30, Acts 2:1

“ In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is neces-
sary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence
of the fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up. The latter
rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain and
prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these operations of
nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. “ TM p. 506

1. What specific event on earth precedes the outpouring of the
latter rain and the sealing? Revelation 13: 16-17

“ The Lord has permitted the enemy of truth to make a deter-
mined effort against the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.
He designs by this means to awaken a decided interest in that
question which is a test for the last days. This will open the way

for the third angel’s message to be proclaimed with power. “
2SMp. 370

“ No one has yet received the mark of the beast. The testing time
has not yet come. There are true Christians in every church, not
excepting the Roman Catholic communion. None are con-
demned until they have had the light and have seen the obliga-
tion of the fourth commandment. But when the decree shall go

forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and the loud cry of the

third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and

his image, the line will be clearly drawn between the false and
the true. Then those who still continue in transgression will re-
ceive the mark of the beast. “ Evangelism p. 234

3. List the benefits that the latter rain will bring to Christ’s de-
voted followers. Isaiah 45:8, Acts 3:19, Ephesians 4:30, 2 Co-
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rank themselves on the side of the man of sin—it is then the
measure of guilt is full; the national apostasy is the signal for na-
tional ruin. “ 2SM p 372-373

“ The people of the United States have been a favored people; but
when they restrict religious liberty, surrender Protestantism, and
give countenance to popery, the measure of their guilt will be
full, and ‘national apostasy ‘will be registered in the books of
heaven. The result of this apostasy will be national ruin.

By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation
of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from
righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across
the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall
reach over the abyss to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, un-
der the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repu-
diate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and re-
publican government, and shall make provision for the propaga-
tion of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that
the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that
the end is near. “ Maranatha p. 216

3. Where besides the forehead, do some people receive the
mark and what is the significance of that? Revelation 13:16, 14:9

(An outward compliance is represented by receiving the mark in
the right hand. Those who receive it in their forehead are those

who are convinced mentally)

“ There is a prospect before us of a continued struggle, at the risk
of imprisonment, loss of property, and even of life itself, to de-
fend the law of God, which is made void by the laws of men. In
this situation worldly policy will urge an outward compliance
with the laws of the land, for the sake of peace and harmony.
And there are some who will even urge such a course from the
Scripture: ‘Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers....
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The powers that be are ordained of God. “ 5T p. 712

“ The Word of God ... is to be our defense when Satan works
with such lying wonders that, if it were possible, he would de-
ceive the very elect. It is then that those who have not stood
firmly for the truth will unite with the unbelieving, who love
and make a lie. When these wonders are performed, when the
sick are healed and other marvels are wrought, they will be de-
ceived. Are we prepared for the perilous times that are right up-
on us? Or are we standing where we will fall an easy prey to the
wiles of the devil.” 3SM p. 407-408

4. What will happen among professed Sabbath keepers at this
perilous time? 1 Timothy 4:1, Isaiah 17: 4-7, Matthew 24: 12

“ When the law of God is made void the church will be sifted by
fiery trials, and a larger proportion than we now anticipate, will
give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.” 2SM p.
368

“ As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join
the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and par-
taking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the
same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to
choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing ad-
dress, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to
deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies
of their former brethren. “ GC p. 608

“ There is need of a Sabbath reform among us, who profess to
observe God’s holy rest-day. Some discuss their business mat-
ters and lay plans on the Sabbath, and God looks upon this in
the same light as though they engaged in the actual transaction
of business. .. Those who are careless in their observance of the
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the needs in this day of peril? In every case the great decision is
to be made whether we shall receive the mark of the beast or his

image, or the seal of the living God. And now, when we are on

the borders of the eternal world, what can be of so much value to
us as to be found loyal and true to the God of heaven. “ 6T p.
130

“ An effort was made to arouse them by presenting our true po-
sition in the antitypical day of atonement, when every man
should afflict his soul before God, when sins should be confessed
and go beforehand to Judgment, that when the times of refresh-
ing shall come they may be blotted out. “ RH Oct.21, 1884

“ Zechariah’s vision of Joshua and the Angel applies with pe-
culiar force to the experience of God’s people in the closing up
of the great day of atonement. The remnant church will be
brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the
dragon and his hosts. . . .They will be betrayed both by parents,
and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends. Their only hope is in
the mercy of God; their only defense will be prayer. As Joshua
was pleading before the Angel, so the remnant church, with bro-
kenness of heart and earnest faith, will plead for pardon and de-
liverance through Jesus their Advocate. They are fully con-
scious of the sinfulness of their lives, they see their weakness
and unworthiness, and as they look upon themselves they are
ready to despair. The tempter stands by to accuse them, as he
stood by to resist Joshua. He points to their filthy garments,
their defective characters. . . He endeavors to affright the soul
with the thought that their case is hopeless, that the stain of their
defilement will never be washed away. He hopes to so destroy
their faith that they will yield to his temptations, turn from their
allegiance to God, and receive the mark of the beast. “ 5T 472-
473
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“ The time of the judgment is a most solemn period, when the

Lord gathers His own from among the tares. Those who have
been members of the same family are separated. A mark is
placed upon the righteous. ‘They shall be Mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.*“ TM p.
234

“ Only those who, in their attitude before God, are filling the po-
sition of those who are repenting and confessing their sins in the
great anti-typical day of atonement, will be recognized and

marked as worthy of God’s protection. The names of those who

are steadfastly looking and waiting and watching for the appear-
ing of their Saviour —more earnestly and wishfully than they

who wait for the morning — will be numbered with those who
are sealed. Those who, while having all the light of truth flash-
ing upon their souls, should have works corresponding to their
avowed faith, but are allured by sin, setting up idols in their
hearts, corrupting their souls before God, and polluting those
who unite with them in sin, will have their names blotted out of
the book of life, and be left in midnight darkness, having no oil
in their vessels with their lamps. “ TM p. 445

“ The same angel who visited Sodom is sounding the note of
warning, ‘Escape for thy life.” The bottles of God’s wrath cannot
be poured out to destroy the wicked and their works until all the
people of God have been judged, and the cases of the living as
well as the dead are decided. “ TM p. 446

5. How does Inspiration link the judgment of the living, the
sealing latter rain and the mark of the beast? Acts 3:19,

“ Now, when the great work of judging the living is about to

begin, shall we allow unsanctified ambition to take possession of
the heart and lead us to neglect the education required to meet
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Sabbath will suffer great loss. The Lord has a controversy with
his professed people in these last days. In this controversy men
in responsible positions will take a course directly opposite to
that pursued by Nehemiah. They will not only ignore and des-
pise the Sabbath themselves, but they will try to keep it from
others by burying it beneath the rubbish of custom and tradition.
In churches and in large gatherings in the open air, ministers will
urge upon the people the necessity of keeping the first day of the
week. There are calamities on sea and land: and these calamities
will increase, one disaster following close upon another; and the
little band of conscientious Sabbath-keepers will be pointed out
as the ones who are bringing the wrath of God upon the world
by their disregard of Sunday. “ RH March 18, 1884

“ Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his pow-
er as supreme. The church may appear as about to fall, but it
does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted
out— the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terri-
ble ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place. “ 2SM p. 380

( Those who remain faithful at this time will become the church
triumphant, the 144,000 who will give the loud cry)

“ The work is soon to close. The members of the church militant
who have proved faithful will become the church triumphant. “
Evangelism p. 707

“ But when the world makes void the law of God, what will be
the effect upon the truly obedient and righteous? Will they be
carried away by the strong current of evil? Because so many rank
themselves under the banner of the prince of darkness, will
God’s commandment-keeping people swerve from their alle-
giance? Never! Not one who is abiding in Christ will fail or fall.
His followers will bow in obedience to a higher authority than
that of any earthly potentate. “ 2SM p. 368
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PREPARATION FOR THE TIME OF THE END
(Lesson #7.)

1. Are we to know the definite time for the closing events of
this world’s history? Mark 13: 32-33, Deuteronomy 29: 29

“ I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit will take place —when the mighty angel will
come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in clos-
ing up the work for this world; my message is that our only safe-
ty is in being ready for the heavenly refreshing, having our
lamps trimmed and burning. Christ has told us to watch; ‘for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” “Watch
and pray ’ is the charge that is given us by our Redeemer. Day
by day we are to seek the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, that
it may do its office work upon the soul and character. O, how
much time has been wasted through giving attention to trifling
things. Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord. “ 1SM p. 192

“ Now, some will tell you, and they will begin to reckon, and
reckon, and reckon when the latter rain is coming. I would rather
that you would reckon right now whether you have brought
eternity into your reckoning concerning your individual self.
Consider whether you have brought eternity daily to view. If
you are right with God today, you are ready if Christ should
come today. What we need is Christ formed within, the hope of
glory. “ Sermons and talks Vol.1, p. 202

“ We cannot be ready to meet the Lord by waking up at the last
minute, when the cry is heard, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,’
gathering up our lamps, from which the oil has burned away,
and thinking then to have them replenished. Our only hope is
daily to love God, to love the truth, not for the sake of its clear
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Then those who still continue in transgression will receive the
mark of the beast. “ Evangelism p. 234-235

3. By what agency are God’s faithful people sealed? Ephesians
4:30

“ Are we striving with all our power to attain to the stature of
men and women in Christ? Are we seeking for His fullness, ever
pressing toward the mark set before us — the perfection of His
character? When the Lord’s people reach this mark, they will be
sealed in their foreheads. Filled with the Spirit, they will be
complete in Christ, and the recording angel will declare, ‘It is
finished.”“ 6BC p.1118

“ Who are standing in the counsel of God at this time? Is it those
who virtually excuse wrongs among the professed people of
God and who murmur in their hearts, if not openly, against
those who would reprove sin? Is it those who take their stand
against them and sympathize with those who commit wrong?
No, indeed! Unless they repent, and leave the work of Satan in
oppressing those who have the burden of the work and in hold-
ing up the hands of sinners in Zion, they will never receive the
mark of God’s sealing approval. They will fall in the general de-
struction of the wicked, represented by the work of the five men
bearing slaughter weapons. Mark this point with care: Those
who receive the pure mark of truth, wrought in them by the
power of the Holy Ghost, represented by a mark by the man in
linen, are those “that sigh and that cry for all the abominations
that be done” in the church. Their love for purity and the honor
and glory of God is such, and they have so clear a view of the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, that they are represented as being in
agony, even sighing and crying. “ 3T p. 267

4. What momentous event in heaven determines who will re-
ceive the seal of God? Zechariah 3: 1-5
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THE MARK OF THE BEAST VS. THE SEAL OF GOD
(Lesson #8.)

1. How will every individual living in these end times be seg-
regated into one of two classes? Revelation 7:2-4, 13:16,17,
14:1-3

“ While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly
powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other choosing the to-
ken of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. “
GC p. 605

“ The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will
be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for
the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be decid-
ed.... [Revelation 13:11-17 quoted.]

This is the test that the people of God must have before they are
sealed. All who proved their loyalty to God by observing His
law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under
the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of
the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and
accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast. “
7BC p. 976

2. What warning must be given before anyone will receive the
mark of the beast. Revelation 14: 9-12

“ No one has yet received the mark of the beast. The testing time
has not yet come. There are true Christians in every church, not
excepting the Roman Catholic communion. None are condemned
until they have had the light and have seen the obligation of the
fourth commandment. But when the decree shall go forth enforc-
ing the counterfeit sabbath, and the loud cry of the third angel
shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his image,
the line will be clearly drawn between the false and the true.

26

arguments, but for truth’s sake alone. We must bring the truth
into our hearts and minds, and every day be living, shining
lights, learning daily more and more of Jesus. “ ST Aug. 6, 1894

2. What is one of the most essentials needed in order to be
ready for the coming crisis? John 5:39, 6:53-63, 2 Peter 1:19

“ The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is
to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the
counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distin-
guish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testi-
mony every statement and every miracle must be tested.

Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of God will
be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God. In order to
endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of
God as revealed in His word; they can honor Him only as they
have a right conception of His character, government, and pur-
poses, and act in accordance with them. None but those who
have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand
through the last great conflict. © GC p. 593

“ His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. “ Psalm 91:4

“ Every soul will be tested. O that we would as a people be wise
for ourselves and by precept and example impart that wisdom to
our children! Every position of our faith will be searched into,
and if we are not thorough Bible students, established, strength-
ened, settled, the wisdom of the world’s great men will be too
much for us. “ 2SM p. 386

3. What should be our experience at this time? 1 Peter 5:8,9, 2
Peter 3: 11-18, Philippians 3: 13,14

“ Heaven is worth everything to us. We must not run any risk in
this matter. We must take no venture here. We must know that
our steps are ordered by the Lord. May God help us in the great
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work of overcoming. He has crowns for those that overcome. “
CG p. 567.

“ As I saw what we must be in order to inherit glory, and then
saw how much Jesus had suffered to obtain for us so rich an in-
heritance, I prayed that we might be baptized into Christ’s suf-
ferings, that we might not shrink at trials, but bear them with
patience and joy, knowing what Jesus had suffered that we
through His poverty and sufferings might be made rich. Said the
angel, ‘Deny self; ye must step fast.” Some of us have had time to
get the truth and to advance step by step, and every step we
have taken has given us strength to take the next. But now time
is almost finished, and what we have been years learning, they
will have to learn in a few months. They will also have much to
unlearn and much to learn again. Those who would not receive
the mark of the beast and his image when the decree goes forth,
must have decision now to say, Nay, we will not regard the in-
stitution of the beast. “ EW p. 67

“ Man cannot be towed to heaven; he cannot go as a passive pas-
senger. He must himself use the oars, and work as a laborer to-
gether with God. If you think you can lay down the oars, and
still make your way upstream, you are mistaken. It is only by
earnest effort, by using the oars with all your might, that you can
stem the current. How many there are as weak as water, when
they have a never-failing Source of strength! Heaven is ready to
impart to us, that we may be mighty in God, and attain the full
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. “ OHC p. 310

“ I can do all things through Christ, who strengtheneth me. “
Philippians 4:13

4. What promise is given to all who strive for holiness of life?
1 Peter 5:10, Isaiah 41:10, Philippians 2: 12,13

“ Gatan is constantly at work, but few have any idea of his activi-
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ty and subtlety. The people of God must be prepared to with-
stand the wily foe. It is this resistance that Satan dreads. He
knows better than we do the limit of his power and how easily
he can be overcome if we resist and face him. Through divine
strength the weakest saint is more than a match for him and all
his angels, and if brought to the test he would be able to prove
his superior power. “ 5T p. 293

“ Do not settle down in Satan’s easy chair, and say that there is
no use, you cannot cease to sin, that there is no power in you to
overcome. There is no power in you apart from Christ, but it is
your privilege to have Christ abiding in your heart by faith, and
He can overcome sin in you, when you cooperate with His ef-
forts.... You may be living epistles, known and read of all men.
You are not to be a dead letter, but a living one, testifying to the
world that Jesus is able to save. “ OHC p. 76

5. By growing daily in the divine life, will the saints attain to
sinless perfection in probationary time? Philippians 3: 12-14, 1
John 1:8, Proverbs 20:9, Ecclesiastes 7:20

“ Man may grow up into Christ, his living head. It is not the
work of a moment, but that of a lifetime. By growing daily in the
divine life, he will not attain to the full stature of a perfect man in
Christ until his probation ceases. “ 4T p. 367

“ Every living Christian will advance daily in the divine life. As
he advances toward perfection, he experiences a conversion to
God every day; and this conversion is not completed until he
attains to perfection of Christian character, a full preparation for
the finishing touch of immortality. “ 2T p. 505
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