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It is now seven years since Mrs. Hansen and 
1 I went to Nashville to begin medical missionary 
■ work. We did not go in response to a demand 

on the part of citizens who had raised a fund 
to establish a branch sanitarium, as has been the 
case in some places; we went in response to the 
earnest appeals from Sister White in the Review, 
calling for workers to go to that “  most needy 
and sadly neglected field in the world.” In these 
appeals it was stated that medical missionary 
work would afford the best means for gaining 
entrance to the people, breaking down walls of 
prejudice, and opening the way for other truths 
and other lines of work. We have found this 
to be indeed so in our experience, and I will 
speak of some things along these lines, not to 
call attention to individuals connected with the 
work, but to- glorify God for his many provi­
dences.

When we went to Nashville, the only represen­
tation there was of our work in any way was a 
small but faithful company of believers. There 
was not anything there in the way of a sani­
tarium interest. Of course we did not foresee 
the future development of the work in that city. 
We did not know that it was to be a center 
of the work in the South. But it seems now 
as though the Lord was leading out to have the



iirst steps taken in establishing an important 
center. Not long ago Elder Butler stated, in 
Conference, that when they began the publishing 
work, they found among the citizens a good wel- i 
come and a friendly attitude, due, he thought, I 
to the influence of the Sanitarium work that had 
been done. j

We began our work by house-to-house visits, 
first calling on the physicians to let them know 
we were prepared to give treatment at residences. 
This gave us entrance to some leading homes 
i ii  a manner that made us many good friends. 
The success of this house-to-house work was 
such, by the blessing of the Lord, that it soon 
created a demand for treatment rooms. We had 
no means with which to start, but the Medical 
Missionary Association advanced us three or four 
hundred dollars, and in one way or another we 
we were able to fit up a very humble beginning. 
This, however, was the beginning of a good work, 
that has gradually grown until now it is recog­
nized by our brethren and sisters as being an 
important enterprise in the advancement of the 
truth.

It was particularly the great need that made an 
opening for the work. There were many sick 
people. There were many who needed instruction 
in the principles of health. Wherever there is 
such a need and there is some one who can give 
the help needed, there you can begin medical mis­
sionary work. There was plenty of need, and 
only two of us, so we had all that we could do. 
We have had no time up to the present to sit 
down and take our ease. We have never had to 
sit in our office chair waiting for something to 
turn up.

Our city treatment rooms began, as I say, very 
humbly. We had but few facilities, few fur­
nishings, not even matting to cover our floors. 
But people seemed to bear with our poverty, and 
recognize that we had something that did not 
consist altogether in facilities. The work ad-
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vanced from one thing to another. We opened 
a food store and supply department, from which 
we ship foods and sanitary suppplies to all 
parts of the South. We had to enlarge our quar­
ters from time to time. A  dining-room was 
opened to the public.

The influence of this work from the very be­
ginning has been to break down prejudice. As 
you know, Tennessee was at one time the hot­
bed of Sunday legislation and persecution of 
Seventh-day Adventists. We had to meet much 
unfavorable sentiment. But as we have been 
enabled to reach all classes of people in a way 
that answered their needs, walls of prejudice, 
thick and high, have been broken down.

We have found all classes in need of help. 
1 might mention a case or two. One Sabbath, 
when appointing cottage meetings for the fol­
lowing week, an old man and his wife, strangers, 
asked that we hold a meeting at their house. 
They said they were very poor, but could give 
us sitting room. It fell to me to hold the meet­
ing the following Thursday night. It was rain­
ing hard and I was alone. I found the place, 
a single room in an old colored tenement house, 
in a very poor district. These were white people; 
their living in this place showed that they were 
indeed poor. I knocked at the door and the 
woman answered, crying out,—

“ O Doctor, you have come at last.”
I said, “ No, this is not the doctor. This is 

Brother Hansen. Don’t you remember we were 
to have a meeting here to-night?

She replied, “  Well, we can’t have the meeting. 
My husband has been sick nearly all week, and 
T have been trying to get the doctor for two 
days from the hospital, but he doesn’t come.” 

I went inside. The only article of furniture 
in the room was an old cot which a colored 
neighbor had loaned them. Some empty boxes 
served for seats and a table, and an old smoking 
lamp gave a dim light. The old man lay on a



pallet of rags and straw on the floor. He could 
scarcely speak. I stooped down and asked him 
what the trouble was. In a very feeble voice he 
told me. I put my satchel aside, in which were 
my Bible and hymn book. I might have said, 
if I had been a worker who was prepared only 
to pray and read with him, “  We can have prayer 
and a song or two, since I am here.” But that 
man was in need of something else. Of course, 
a prayer and song would not have hurt him; 
it might have helped him; but I believe we have 
the example of Jesus, the great medical mission­
ary, in sometimes doing for the bodily needs 
before we can do much for the spiritual needs. 
A man who is cold, or hungry, or suffering pain, 
can better appreciate spiritual help when he has 
had physical relief.

So I hurriedly went out and telephoned for 
supplies. After a few hours of treatment he 
felt much better. As I was preparing to leave, 
he said, “  Brother Hansen, now we can have the 
prayer meeting.”  And then we did have one, 
and a praise meeting too.

A gain : I was called by telephone to one of 
the prominent colleges in the city. I was ushered 
into the president’s bedroom, where he lay, sur­
rounded by his family, and with all the com­
forts that his means could afford. Three of the 
best physicians in the city were waiting on him. 
I was told that one of his troubles was paralysis 
of the throat. Being unable to get relief, it 
had occurred to him that we might do something 
for him with massage or electricity or some 
other means. After about fifteen minutes of 
treatment we tried him with bits of ice, to see 
if he could swallow, and he swallowed them. 
“ O,” he said, “  that is the first thing I have 
swallowed for thirty-six hours.” A  little later 
he was able to swallow some milk. Then he 
began praising the I.ord, saying, “  Praise the 
Lord, praise the Lord, that is the first thing I 
have tasted for forty-eight hours.”



At another time I was called to a prominent 
infirmary where a man was just at the point of 
death. He was an unbeliever, but it so hap­
pened that I had waited on his father in his last 
moments, and through a rather remarkable ex­
perience had opportunity to reach the unbelieving 
son with some gospel principles. Now, as he lay 
at death’s door, with his family and physicians 
about him, he sent for me to come and pray with 
him. Those great physicians, their names promi­
nent in the medical world, stepped aside for a 
humble prayer service.

These instances show a little of the opportuni­
ties that come to the medical missionary; what 
openings for working for the L o rd ; working 
for people at a time when work counts, when a 
word or a prayer means much to them.

We have had much prejudice to meet on the 
part of physicians. There are several medical 
colleges in Nashville, and about 350 physicians. 
These men are not all religious; some are quite 
irreligious. One of them told me an incident 
to illustrate the attitude of many toward religion. 
A  leading surgeon, prominent in the South and 
in connection with one of the medical schools 
and quite well known throughout the countrv, 
was called to a neighboring town to perform an 
operation. The patient was a godly woman. 
With anxiety about her case, just as he was 
about to begin, she asked, “ Doctor, won’t you 
offer a word of prayer?” He straightened him­
self up and said, “ Madam, if you want prayer, 
you must send for a preacher.” She asked, 
“ Don’t you p ray?”  He replied^ “ No, I ’m a 
surgeon.” “ Well,” she said, “ then you can 
never operate on me.” And he had to pack up 
his instruments and return home.

The one telling me this added, “ I ’ll bet that 
woman got well if a blacksmith operated on her, 
a woman with such a faith as that.”  The sur­
geon came back and told the experience to his 
students at clinic as a joke. Thus many are 
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ĈUČÀÁĈ� ĈǺ� ǼYÀUǼX� EǺX� ĀÂÀÁĈĀĐÉ� ǺǼ� YĊYÅ� ÅǺĈ� ĈǺ� VYĒ
ĀÂYĊY� ÂÅ� ÁÂĂ� UĈ� UĀĀË� 
ÅX� ĈÁYĐ� ÁUĊY� ĈǺ� ÇUÂĈ� ǺÅ�
ĈÁY� ĆÂWÄÉ� ĄYǼÁUĄĆ� UĈ� ĈÁYÂǼ� ĀUĆĈ� ĂǺĂYÅĈĆÉ�ÇÁYÅ� ĈÁYĐ�
ĂUĐ� ZYYĀ� ĈÁUĈ� ĈÁYĐ� UǼY� WǺĂÂÅÀ� ZUWY� ĈǺ� ZUWY� ÇÂĈÁ�
ĈÁY� JǺǼX Ê� ÇÁYÅ� ĈÁY� ÅYĎĈ� ĈÁÂÅÀ� ĈÁYĐ� ÇÂĀĀ� ÄÅǺÇ�
ĄYǼÁUĄĆ� ÇÂĀĀ� VY� ĈÁY� ÃČXÀĂYÅĈË� MÁÉ� ÇÁUĈ� UÅ� ǺĄĒ
ĄǺǼĈČÅÂĈĐ� ĈÁYǼY� ÂĆÉ� VǼYĈÁǼYÅ� UÅX� ĆÂĆĈYǼĆÉ� ZǺǼ� ĈÁǺĆY�
ÇÁǺ� WUÅ� ÀǺ� ÂÅĈǺ� U� ĆÂWÄǼǺǺĂÉ� ĄYǼÁUĄĆ� U� XYUĈÁ�
WÁUĂVYǼÉ� UÅX� ÅǺĈ� ǺÅĀĐ� ÀÂĊY� ÁYĀĄ� ĈÁUĈ� ÇÂĀĀ� ǼYĒ
ĀÂYĊY� ĆČZZYǼÂÅÀ� UÅX� ĄYǼÁUĄĆ� ĆUĊY� ĀÂZYÉ� VČĈ� WUÅ� ÀÂĊY�
ÇǺǼXĆ� ǺZ� WǺÅĆǺĀUĈÂǺÅ� UÅX� ÁYĀĄ� ĈǺ� ĄǼYĄUǼY� ĈÁYĂ�
ĈǺ� ĂYYĈ� XYUĈÁ� ĂČWÁ� VYĈĈYǼ� ĈÁUÅ� ÂZ� ĆĈČĄYZÂYX� ÇÂĈÁ�
XǼČÀĆË
SÁYÅ� G� WUĀĀYX� ǺÅ� ĈÁÂĆ� ĂUÅ�ÇÁǺ�ÇǺČĀX� ÅǺĈ� ĄǼUĐÉ�

UÅX� ÁUÅXYX� ÁÂĂ� ĂĐ� ĀYĈĈYǼ� ǺZ� ÂÅĈǼǺXČWĈÂǺÅ� ZǼǺĂ�
BǼË� IYĀĀǺÀÀÉ� ÁY� XÂX� ÅǺĈ� YĊYÅ� ĀǺǺÄ� ČĄ� ZǼǺĂ� ÁÂĆ�
XYĆÄÉ� VČĈ� ĈǺĆĆYX� ĈÁY� ĀYĈĈYǼ� UĆÂXYÉ� ĆUĐÂÅÀÉ� Ĝ �SY�
ÁUĊY� ÅǺ� ČĆY� ZǺǼ� ĐǺČ� ÇÁUĈYĊYǼËĞ


Ĉ� ĈÁÂĆ� ĈÂĂY� ÇY� ÇYǼY� WǺÅXČWĈÂÅÀ� U� ĆWÁǺǺĀ� ǺZ�
ÁYUĀĈÁÉ� UĈ� ÇÁÂWÁ� ĈÁYǼY� ÇYǼY� ĄǼYĆYÅĈ� U� ZYÇ� WǺĀǺǼYX�
ÇǺĂYÅË� QÁYĐ� WǺČĀX� ÅǺĈÉ� ǺZ� WǺČǼĆYÉ� UĈĈYÅX� ĈÁY�
ĆWÁǺǺĀ� UĆ� ĆĈČXYÅĈĆÉ� VČĈ� ĈÁYĐ� WǺČĀX� WǺĂY� ÂÅ� UĆ�
ÁYĀĄYǼĆÉ� UÅX� ĀYUǼÅ� ÃČĆĈ� ĈÁY� ĆUĂYË� MÅY� ǺZ� ĈÁYĂ�
ÇUĆ� U� ĄUĈÂYÅĈ� ǺZ� ĈÁÂĆ� XǺWĈǺǼ� ÇÁǺ� ÇǺČĀX� ÅǺĈ� ĄǼUĐË�
 YWǺĂÂÅÀ� ÂÅĈYǼYĆĈYX� ÂÅ� ǺČǼ� ĄǼÂÅWÂĄĀYĆÉ� ĆÁY� WǺÅĒ
ĆČĀĈYX� ÁÂĂ� UVǺČĈ� ÀǺÂÅÀ� ĈǺ� ĈÁY�  UĈĈĀY� AǼYYÄ� PUÅÂĒ
ĈUǼÂČĂË� FY� ĆUÂXÉ� Ĝ� GZ � ĐǺČ� ÀǺ� ĈÁYǼYÉ� ĈÁYĐ� ÇÂĀĀ�
ÃČĆĈ� ĆĈUǼĊY� ĐǺČ� ĈǺ� XYUĈÁÉ� UÅX� ĈÁǼǺÇ� ĐǺČ� ÂÅĈǺ� ĈÁY�
ĀUÄYÉĞ� UÅX� ÁY� ZǼÂÀÁĈYÅYX� ÁYǼ� ǺČĈ� ǺZ� ÀǺÂÅÀË� PÁY�
ĆUÂX� ÅǺ� ĂǺǼY� UVǺČĈ� ÂĈ� ČÅĈÂĀ� U� ĐYUǼ� ĀUĈYǼÉ� ÇÁYÅ�
ĆÁY� ÇYÅĈ� ĈǺ� ÁÂĂ� UÀUÂÅ� UÅX� ĆUÂXÉ� Ĝ �BǺWĈǺǼÉ� G� UĂ�
ÀYĈĈÂÅÀ� ÅǺ� VYĈĈYǼË� G� VYĀÂYĊY� G� ÇÂĀĀ� ÀǺ� ĈǺ�  UĈĈĀY�
AǼYYÄËĞ

Ĝ�SYĀĀÉĞ� ÁY� ǼYĄĀÂYXÉ� Ĝ �G� VYĀÂYĊY� ĈÁUĈ� ÂĆ� ĈÁY� ĄĀUWY�
ZǺǼ� ĐǺČ� UZĈYǼ� UĀĀË� G� VYĀÂYĊY� BǼË� IYĀĀǺÀÀ� ÂĆ� ĈÁY�
ǺÅĀĐ� ĂUÅ� ĈÁUĈ� WUÅ� ÁYĀĄ� ĐǺČË� QÁY� ǼYUĆǺÅ� ĈÁUĈ�
BǼË� IYĀĀǺÀÀ� WUÅ� ÁYĀĄ� ĐǺČ� ÂĆ� ĈÁUĈ� ÁY� ĄǼUĐĆ� ZǺǼ� ÁÂĆ�
ĄUĈÂYÅĈĆËĞ

Ĝ SÁĐ� XǺÅĘĈ� ĐǺČ� ĄǼUĐ� ZǺǼ� ĐǺČǼĆĔĞ� ĆÁY� UĆÄYXË
FY� ǼYĄĀÂYXÉ� Ĝ �G� ÁUĊYÅĘĈ� ĈÂĂYËĞ
Ĝ�TǺČ� ĆČǼYĀĐ� UǼY� ÅǺĈ� UÅĐ� VČĆÂYǼ� ĈÁUÅ� BǼË�

IYĀĀǺÀÀËĞ
Ĥ �&�Ĥ



Ĝ�SYĀĀÉ� ĈǺ� VY� WUÅXÂX� ÇÂĈÁ� ĐǺČÉ� BǼË� IYĀĀǺÀÀ� ÂĆ�
ÇǺǼÄÂÅÀ� ZǺǼ� ĈÁY� ĆǺČĀĆ� ǺZ� ĄYǺĄĀYÉ� UÅX� G� UĂ� ÇǺǼÄĒ
ÂÅÀ� ZǺǼ� ĂǺÅYĐËĞ
QÁYÅ� ÁY� ĆUÂX� ĆǺĂYĈÁÂÅÀ� ĈÁUĈ� ÇUĆ� ĊYǼĐ� YÅWǺČǼĒ

UÀÂÅÀ� ĈǺ� ČĆÉ� ÇÁYÅ� ÇY� ÁYUǼX� ǺZ� ÂĈÉ� WǺĂÂÅÀ� UĆ� ÂĈ�
XÂX� ZǼǺĂ� ĈÁUĈ� ĂUÅË� FY� ĆUÂXÉ� Ĝ
ÅX� ĈÁYĆY� ĄYǼĆǺÅĆ�
ÁYǼY� ÂÅ� ĈÁY� WÂĈĐ� UǼY� ÇǺǼÄÂÅÀ� ZǺǼ� ĈÁY� ÀǺǺX� ǺZ�
ĄYǺĄĀYÉ� UÅX� ÅǺĈ� ZǺǼ� ĂǺÅYĐËĞ � G� ĈÁǺČÀÁĈ� ÂZ� ĆČWÁ�
U� ĂUÅ� UĆ� ĈÁUĈ� ÇÂĀĀ� ĈUÄY� ÅǺĈÂWY� ǺZ� ĈÁY� ĆÂĂĄĀY� ÇǺǼÄ�
ǺZ� ĈÇǺ� ÅČǼĆYĆ� ĈǺ� ĆUĐ� ĈÁUĈ� ĂČWÁ� UVǺČĈ� ÂĈÉ� ĈÁYÅ�
ÂĈ� ÂĆ� WYǼĈUÂÅĀĐ� ÀǺǺX� ĈǺ� VY� YÅÀUÀYX� ÂÅ� ĆČWÁ� U�
ÇǺǼÄË� FY� ÁUĆ� ĆÂÅWY� ĆYÅĈ� ČĆ� ĆYĊYǼUĀ� ĄUĈÂYÅĈĆË


ÅǺĈÁYǼ� ĄǼǺĂÂÅYÅĈ� ĄÁĐĆÂWÂUÅ� G� WUĀĀYX� ǺÅ� ÁUX�
ĀÂĈĈĀY� ĈǺ� ĆUĐÉ� VČĈ� ǼUĈÁYǼ� ĈČǼÅYX� ĂY� UÇUĐË� MÅY�
ǺZ� ÁÂĆ� ĄUĈÂYÅĈĆÉ� ĈÁY� ĂǺĆĈ� ĄǼǺĂÂÅYÅĈ� ÇǺĂUÅ� ÂÅ� ĈÁY�
WÂĈĐ� UĈ� ĈÁUĈ� ĈÂĂYÉ� ÇUĆ� ĆYǼÂǺČĆĀĐ� ÂĀĀÉ� UÅX� ÁYǼ� ĄǼǺÀĒ
ǼYĆĆ� ÇUĆ� ÇUĈWÁYX� ÇÂĈÁ� ĂČWÁ� ÂÅĈYǼYĆĈ� VĐ� ÁYǼ�
ĀUǼÀY� WÂǼWĀY� ǺZ� ZǼÂYÅXĆË� 
Ć� ĆÁY� XÂX� ÅǺĈ� ĂUÄY�
ĊYǼĐ� ǼUĄÂX� ǼYWǺĊYǼĐÉ� ĆǺĂY� ǺZ� ÁYǼ� ZǼÂYÅXĆÉ� ÇÁǺ�
ÁUX� ĈUÄYÅ� ĈǼYUĈĂYÅĈ� ǺZ� KǼĆË� FUÅĆYÅÉ� ČǼÀYÅĈĀĐ�
UXĊÂĆYX� ĈÁUĈ� ĆÁY� ÁUĊY� KǼĆË� FUÅĆYÅ� ÀÂĊY� ÁYǼ� ĂUĆĒ
ĆUÀY� ĈǼYUĈĂYÅĈË� QÁY� ĄUĈÂYÅĈ� ǼYÆČYĆĈYX� ÁYǼ� ĄÁĐĒ
ĆÂWÂUÅ� ĈǺ� XǺ� ĈÁÂĆÉ� VČĈ� ÁY� ǼYZČĆYXÉ� ĆUĐÂÅÀÉ� Ĝ�G�
ÁUĊY� ĂĐ� ǺÇÅ� ÅČǼĆYĆË� QÁYĐ� WUÅ� ÀÂĊY� ĂUĆĆUÀYËĞ�
DÂÅUĀĀĐ� ĈÁY� ĄUĈÂYÅĈĘĆ� ĂǺĈÁYǼ� XYWÂXYX� ĈǺ� ÁUĊY� ÁYǼ�
WǺĂY� UÅĐÇUĐË� QÁYÅ� ĈÁY� XǺWĈǺǼ� ĆUÂX� ÁY� ÇǺČĀX�
ĆYY� UVǺČĈ� ÂĈÉ� UÅX� WUĀĀYX� ĂY� ČĄ� VĐ� ĈYĀYĄÁǺÅYÉ� UĆÄĒ
ÂÅÀ� ĂY� ĈǺ� WǺĂY� ĈǺ� ÁÂĆ� ǺZZÂWYË


ZĈYǼ� ÆČYĆĈÂǺÅÂÅÀ� ĂY� UVǺČĈ� ǺČǼ� ÇǺǼÄ� ÁY� ĆUÂXÉ�
Ĝ TYĆÉ� G� ÄÅǺÇ� UĀĀ� UVǺČĈ� ĐǺČ� PUÅÂĈUǼÂČĂ� ĄYǺĄĀYË�
QÁYĐ� ÁUĊY� ĆǺĂY� ĂÂĆĆÂǺÅUǼÂYĆ� ÂÅ� ĈǺÇÅ� ÅǺÇÉ� ÀYĈĒ
ĈÂÅÀ� ČĄ� U� ĆWÁǺǺĀ� ǺZ� ÁYUĀĈÁÉ� UĆ� ĈÁYĐ� WUĀĀ� ÂĈËĞ � G�
XÂX� ÅǺĈ� ĈYĀĀ� ÁÂĂ� ÇY� ÇYǼY� ǺǼÀUÅÂÈÂÅÀ� U� ĆWÁǺǺĀ� ǺZ�
ǺÅY� ÁČÅXǼYX� UÅX� ĆYĊYÅĈĐ� ǺZ� ĈÁY� VYĆĈ� ĄYǺĄĀY� ÂÅ�
ĈÁY� WÂĈĐÉ� ĈǺ� VY� ÁYĀX� ÂÅ� ǺÅY� ǺZ� ĈÁY� ĀYUXÂÅÀ� WÁČǼWÁYĆ�
ĈÁUĈ� ÇUĆ� ÀÂĊYÅ� ČĆ� ZǺǼ� ĈÇǺ� ÇYYÄĆ� VĐ� ĈÁY� ĂÂÅÂĆĈYǼ�
UÅX� VǺUǼX� ǺZ� ĈǼČĆĈYYĆË� Ĝ� ČĈÉĞ� ÁY� ĆUÂXÉ� Ĝ �G� ÁUĊY�
U� ĄUĈÂYÅĈ� ĈÁUĈ� G� ÇUÅĈ� ĐǺČǼ� ÇÂZY� ĈǺ� ĈUÄYÉ� VČĈ� G�
XǺ� ÅǺĈ� ÇUÅĈ� ÁYǼ� ĈǺ� ĆUĐ� UÅĐĈÁÂÅÀ� UVǺČĈ� ĈÁY�  UĈĈĀY�
AǼYYÄ� PUÅÂĈUǼÂČĂÉ�  UĈĈĀY� AǼYYÄ� XÂYĈÉ� ǺǼ� UÅĐĈÁÂÅÀ�
YĀĆY� ǺZ� ĈÁY� ÄÂÅXËĞ
QÁY� ǼYĆČĀĈĆ� ÂÅ� ĈÁY� WUĆY� ÇYǼY� ĆČWÁ� UĆ� ĈǺ� ÀÂĊY
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us favor with many more persons, and opened the 
way tor more patients from this doctor, some of 
whom, we learned, were put on Battle Creek diet. 
Later on the doctor himself took a course of 
treatment with us, and finally came to the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium. We have worked on in this 
way, one physician after another sending us pa­
tients, until now we have more or less co-opera­
tion from about thirty of the physicians.

Another incident to show how prejudice gives 
way: Our mission for the poor became, after 
a year or so, rather burdensome financially, there 
not being many interested in its support, and 
we thought we would c^ll upon the citizens for 
help. So a committee called upon some of the 
business men, but at each place they were referred 
to the Secretary of the Relief Society with the 
statement that all relief work was done through 
that channel. So they went to her, but she 
told them plainly that she had no use for our 
work, saying, “ We attend to this work through 
our society; there is no need of your mission, 
and I do not think there is any use for you 
Seventh-day Adventists anyway.”

The following winter was a very cold one — 
13 0 below zero. The coal dealers ran out of coal, 
and for a time we had a coal famine so severe 
that some persons had to break up their furniture 
for fuel. Much suffering prevailed, especially 
among the poor. A friend of ours secured a 
carload of coal from the president of one of the 
railroads, and donated it to us and the secretary 
of the Relief Society, to be distributed among 
the poor. We arranged to work together in the 
matter. She furnished names and addresses, and 
I looked after sending it out. We secured teams 
and drivers from the city brewerymen, whose 
business was also shut up on account of the cold 
weather. That made quite a combination,— that 
prejudiced secretary, a Seventh-day Adventist 
missionary, and a brewer, engaged in missionary 
work. But it worked all right.
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The following summer this secretary and her 
visiting nurse were both broken in health. They 
came to us and she said, “  Brother Hansen, for 
I can call you ‘ brother/ I can go to any physi­
cian for advice and help, but I am coming to you 
because 1 know you are a Christian, and will 
advise me honestly.” She told their troubles, and 
then asked, “ Shall we stay here and take treat­
ment with you, or shall we go to the country 
for rest?”  I advised her to go to the country, 
as I thought that was best. She thanked me. 
and they started away, but had not gone far be­
fore the nurse became so sick that she had to 
bring her back and leave her with us. She told 
the nurse, “ Now you need not be afraid; you 
are with Christian people, who will take good 
care of you.” And that has been her attitude 
ever since. Then when she sprained her knee 
and later broke her arm, she came to us for 
treatment. Just before leaving Nashville she 
called me up by telephone, and said, “ Our visit­
ing nurse now has too much to do, and we need 
another nurse, but we do not want any but one 
of your nurses. Can you supply us with one?
I want her to stay with us on regular salary.” 

When we wished to open up treatment rooms, 
the only suitable building to be had was one be­
longing to a Congressman who was not friendly 
to us. It was already occupied, but the tenant 
was willing to sublease to us, if the owner would 
agree to it. I visited him, but he turned me down 
at once, saying, “ I don’t know anything about 
you, and besides, I have a good tenant, and do 
not wish to change.” But we persevered, and 
he made investigations of our work, receiving 
favorable replies. Some of his relatives had been 
patients of ours. Final arrangements for the 
lease were to be finished by one Friday, but he 
was not quite ready, and told me to come the 
next day. I told him I could not come the next 
day, as that was the Sabbath. He said, “ And



so you are Seventh-day Adventists. That settles 
the whole business. 1 won’t have anything to do 
with it,” and he called us a bad kind of Seventh- 
day Adventists. “  1 wont have it in my building 
at all.”  But we secured the building after con­
siderable delay.

Well, he went off to Congress, and when he 
returned he came in one day to see us. He was 
very much pleased at the change in the appear­
ance of his building. I persuaded him to take 
a complimentary treatment, and I took opportu­
nity to make it a good long one and to have a 
good talk with him. When he was through, he felt 
like a different man in more ways than one. He 
said, “ And this is what you do here. And you 
close on Saturday and open on Sunday. If there 
is anything you could do on either Sabbath or 
Sunday, I think it certainly would be. this kind 
of work.” This was Sunday, too, by the way. 
He went down town, and sent us more patients 
that day. And that man has done all he could 
for us ever since. When he went to Congress 
again, he assured me that if the Sunday question 
came up he would remember us there.

Thus we have been getting these things before 
prominent people. We have something that will 
interest all classes, from our mission work in the 
poorer districts to our work among the people 
of influence. And, brethren, I believe it is our 
privilege to aim high. God has given us a mes­
sage that we can present to anybody. Now is 
the time to reach people of influence, if we expect 
them to favor us later on.

But it has not been all smooth sailing. Some 
of our financial difficulties have not been small. 
We have not had a phenomenal success. Re­
forms of this kind do not go with a boom in the 
South. We are to-day getting patients who 
have been studying the matter ever since we have 
been there. The people are conservative. Nash­
ville has been said to be the most conservative 
city in the country. One doctor said, “ They



will come when they hurt.” They have not 
come fast enough to enable us to meet our 
current expenses and have something besides, 
and sometimes it has been difficult even to meet 
the expenses.

Down there, when we rent a house, we have 
to sign notes for the entire time that we rent 
it. Once I gave notes for four and a half years, 
at $ioo a month, $5,400. The notes are put in 
the bank for collection, and if you do not pay 
them when due, judgment is taken against you 
just the same as in failure to meet any other 
note. One winter it had been getting harder 
and harder each month for us to meet the rent. 
As soon as one month’s rent was paid, we had to 
begin to save for the next. We had to count 
our nickels and pennies pretty closely. One 
month it came down to the last hour of the last 
day, and counting every cent we had we found 
we did not have enough. That was a time of 
test for us that we lmd not yet had.

As we talked the matter over, we said, “ We 
have dedicated this work to God. We believe 
that it is his will that it should be supported. 
From time to time he has given us what we 
needed. Now we have not the money. It is 
not simply a question of the payment or the fail-, 
ure to pay this amount. It means to us, Can’t 
our faith take hold of God, and carry us through 
even such a small matter as paying rent?” I 
went out on the street to see if I could not meet 
some one that might be owing us, and I did 
see one or two, until finally, just a few minutes 
before bank closing Lime, counting it again we 
thought we had the exact amount.

I hurried with it to the bank. The clerk 
counted it, and then counted it again, and handing 
it back said, “ There is not enough, it lacks ten 
cents.”  What should I do? I knew nothing 
but to turn sadly homeward. Serious questions 
were in my mind. I thought, “ Have we come 
here in the name of the Lord? Does the Lord
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mean to sustain us, or are we doing only our 
own work, and are we to be left on our own re­
sources?” As I reached home and began to tell 
my wife about it, she handed me fifteen cents 
that she had just received for a package of 
granose biscuits. I ran to the bank and en­
tered just as the bell rang for closing. So we 
got the rent paid in time. That was the closest 
shave we ever had. But that is about how it 
goes financially.

The demand for enlargement has grown from 
year to year. At first we had not a single 
helper, but had to do ourselves all that there was 
to do. I have washed the front windows at 
eleven o’clock at night to keep from being seen 
by our patients, because down there all such 
work as that is supposed to be the work of 
colored porters. But, anyway, with those meager 
facilities and in that small situation, the de­
mand kept growing for something more. The 
time came when we saw that we would have to 
have a place where we could take in out-of-town 
patients and boarders. But we did not have the 
money with which to move. We could barely 
pay our rent as it was. It was a big question, 
but we laid it before the Lord.

„ The way opened for us to sell the lease on 
that place at a time of the year that was most 
favorable for our moving, and at a figure that 
enabled us to meet the moving expenses, and have 
enough left to provide additional facilities. Then 
came the question of securing another building. 
It was not the rental season, and there was only 
one building to be had, and that unsuitable and 
in an out-of-the-way place. We felt the Lord 
would not want us to go backwards, but to 
move forward, and that the best would not be 
any too good. The way for a better building did 
not seem to open, and we finally had but a few 
hours in which to decide on this single house or 
close up the work. In glancing over the news­
paper, too worried really to read, my eye caught



a paragraph referring to the sale of a prominent 
building that had been occupied forty-five years 
by a well-known family, and been favorably 
known to all. It was well adapted for the needs 
of our work. We had often expressed the wish, 
“ If  we could only have that building,” but had 
supposed that too much to expect.

The man who had bought it was a very 
wealthy and close man. I called on him at his 
fine country home. My wife said before start­
ing, “ You pray, and I ’ll pray too. If the Lord 
wants us to have the house, he can impress the 
man’s heart.” I laid before him the real charac­
ter of our work, telling him of its missionary 
objects, and then offered him the privilege of 
helping in this good work by giving us as fa­
vorable terms as possible on his house. He 
smiled and thanked me for the “ privilege,” but 
said it was a matter of business with him. A 
number of other persons were after the building, 
and he wished to do as well as possible.

After a month of experience that tried our 
faith we were finally able to make terms. The 
last day I saw him, to make final arrangements, 
he said, “ I was impressed all the time that you 
were to have that place.” He then told me of 
a firm that had offered him $4,000 more than we 
for the lease, if he would make a slight change 
in the building of putting in a skylight. But 
something impressed that man to let us have the 
building. I believe it was the Spirit of God. We 
were told by persons who heard we were trying 
to get the house, “ You will have a pretty hard 
time of it. He will not do anything for you, not 
even put on a door lock.”  But he painted the 
house and papered it, letting us select the paper, 
put in several doors and windows, and did every­
thing we asked of him.

We got the house for five years, and got it 
fairly well fitted for business. The newspapers 
gave very favorable notice of the move, one 
speaking in glowing terms of our “ elaborate
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quarters,”  and stating that we had all the appli­
ances known to modern science, and so forth. 
I suppose we did have some things better than 
anything else there, such as the electric-light 
bath, sprays, etc But anyway we felt that it 
was by the blessing of the Lord that we got into 
that eighteen-room house as we did, without a 
cent of help from outside.

We soon had a demand for a country place— 
another big proposition; more rent, more facili­
ties, more expenses to meet. It is fashionable to 
have a country place there, and those things come 
high. But it seemed very essential to the work 
to have a place out of the city, so we took the 
matter to the Lord. Within one week we had 
secured a favorable location at a reasonable 
rental.

We got a couple of family rooms furnished. 
We needed furniture for patients’ rooms. Then 
there fell due a note for $200 that must be paid at 
once. It happened that a patient came to us 
who was recommended from Skodsborg, Den­
mark, and we made an agreement for a year, se­
curing the amount in advance. This gave us 
enough to pay the $200 and get the furnishings 
for another patient’s room. No more had we 
gotten the necessary furnishings than in came 
another patient to occupy it. Then we got an­
other room ready, and along came another pa­
tient for that.

In this way we have had to get along, putting 
in a little here and there, and making it go the 
best we could. God has supplied our needs, not 
our wants, and we have found that it is just as 
much his blessing to make fifty cents do the 
work of a dollar as it is to give us the whole 
dollar. v-

Now then we come to offer you a share in this 
work. You can’t perhaps go South yourself, 
but you can help just the same. The workers 
who do go must have something to do with. 
They can’t make bricks without straw. We have
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now a family of good workers, who are every 
one taking hold of the work with consecration 
and genuine missionary spirit.

About six months ago the work was blessed in 
having Dr. O. M. Hayward and his good wife 
connect with it. These persons are most capa­
ble workers. They have already given years of 
their lives to the work in the South. For a long 
time the doctor has worked faithfully against 
obstacles, with but very few facilities. His time 
and >energy would be worth much more to the 
cause if he could have something more to do 
with and not have to work to such disadvantage. 
With proper equipment and means he would be 
able to place the Sanitarium work at Nashville 
upon the basis that is demanded to give it influ­
ence in the scientific world.

We have a great field. With our training 
school for nurses we are hoping to be able to 
prepare workers right there. It is better to do 
that than to have them go elsewhere for train­
ing, or even to depend altogether on helpers 
from elsewhere. We have many applications 
from persons now who wish to prepare them­
selves for work in that field.

We are hoping also soon to publish our South­
ern health journal, low priced and in plain, sim­
ple language, as well as small health leaflets. 
This is greatly needed, and has been under con­
templation for some time, but on account of lack 
of means has been held up.

The work, until very recently, has had no help 
at all from our people. None of the means going 
South has gone into it. The Southern Union 
Conference has now taken hold to push the 
work, in response to urgent instruction from Sis­
ter White regarding Nashville sanitarium work. 
It has been pointed out that this is to be a center 
of the work in the South, that when it is estab­
lished it will strengthen, settle, and establish the 
work in other places, such as Graysville, Hunts­
ville, and so forth. Also, it is an important place
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because of the many large educational institu-
tions that are located there. Nashville is called 
the “ Athens of the South.” Here are hundreds 
of teachers and thousands of students from all 
parts. We are reaching many of these. They 
learn of our principles, and in turn carry them to 
their homes, thus spreading the truth in a most 
successful manner.

Our institution is known as a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist institution. In no way have we been 
afraid to let this be known. I could speak of 
cases that have accepted the Sabbath and other 
points through their connection with the Sanita-
rium.

I am glad to tell you who are the members of 
our Sanitarium Board. We think we have a 
good board, especially because of those men on 
it who have had such long experience in the truth 
and are prepared to give good counsel. Elders 
Geo. I. Butler, S. N. Haskell, and N. W. Allee, 
and Brethren I. A. Ford and B. W. Spire, with 
Dr. Hayward and myself, make up the board. 
The board has determined that it will not erect 
large buildings, create big debts, or move any 
faster than the means in hand will allow, believ-
ing that if we make a plain statement of the 
situation to our people, and they see that we are 
dependent upon them, they will come to our 
help.

I could spend much time now telling you of 
our needs. They are many. The General Con-
ference has voted us means, but we must get the 
money ourselves, as they do not have it for us. 
We are now trying to get it. Don’t you want to 
help? Don’t you want a part in that work? The 
responsibility of this work is upon all our people, 
and unless they do their part, unless you do 
yours, the work will suffer.

We have pledge blanks for those who do not 
have the ready money. You may fill them out 
for such time as you are sure you can meet them. 
And may the Lord bless you in doing your part.
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