
given me that now is our opportunity, to reach the 
invalids flocking to the health resorts oi; Southern 
California.

In December we learned that this place* could-be 
purchased for eleven thousand dollars, and I en­
couraged Dr. White lock to take steps to secure it. But 
our leading brethren in the Southern California Con­
ference were not ready to :co-operate in ; the matter, 
and nothing was done.. ,v
, In the summer of 1903 the property was offered 

to us for eight thousand dollars, and again we found 
that our brethren were not in a position to act...

The drought continued, and the owners of this 
property were very much discouraged. '.The orchards 
were dying. In January, 1904, Dr. Wjiitelock wrote 
to me that the mortgages could be, bought for six 
thousand dollars, and perhaps less. Again I advised 
our brethren connected with the medical work in 
Southern California to secure , the place.. But I  
learned that they were not prepared ,to act.. ^Then-- 
I Jaid the matter before. Sister Gotzian, and she con­
sented' to join me in securing,the place.. Then .we tele­
graphed an offer of four, thousand dollars for the 
mortgages. Two days later a telegram returned ac­
cepting the offer. Meanwhile a ,letter from- other 
parties in San Diego .was on its way to New York, 
offering six thousand dollars for the mortgages.

(Shortly after we had secured, the place, Elder and 
Mrs. J. F. Ballenger joined us in raising the amount 
to be paid for the property. ; ...

Having secured the place, we.needed a. manager, 
and we found one ready for the work.- Brother E. R.

10 The Paradise Valley Sanitarium

Palmer and his wife, who had spent the winter in 
Arizona, were in San Diego, and they were willing 
to take charge of the work of fitting up the sanitarium 
building for use., ;i- ■ l " . ‘ •

When we visited the place in November, 1904, we 
found that much had been done during the summer. 
The building had been thoroughly repaired, inside 
and out, and painted outside. It had been fitted up 
with electric lights, and about one third of the rooms 
were furnished. By taking advantage of several sales 
of furniture by wealthy families leaving the country, 
first-class furniture had' been secured at verv low7

| Our great, anxiety about the place was the matter 
of an-ample, supply, of water. Years ago, when the 
valley was prosperous,' it depended upon the water 
of the mountain streams stored up by great dams, 
but as the result of the many years of drought, there 
was no water in the reservoirs to supply our needs. 
Some of our neighbors in the Valley had good wells, 
but our place was a little to .one side. The great ques­
tion ' Was, Can we get plenty of water by digging ?'

The Well-diggers had gone down eighty feet, and 
found a little’water,’ but they'wanted much more. 
0 how ,much depended upon our , finding plenty, of 
good, pure water1 >'■ With an abundance of water onr 
work could go forward, but. without it, what, should 
we'do? From the beginning, I had felt the assurance 
that .thc_Lord'would open the way;;but who could 
tell, .when * and how ? Our people (were deeply de­
sirous of seeing the sanitarium make a success, and as 
we met them, the question was, “ Have you fouud 
water ? ’ ’

The Paradise Valley Sanitarium
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While this important1 Question-was pending1, Pro­
fessor E. $. Ballenger and my son went to San-Pas- 
qual ancl Escondido to present to. our- people the en­
couragements that had attended the enterprise thus 
far, and the plan of organization that had been pre­
pared, and to ask for their help. T _• ■

All were glad to share the burden of making this 
sanitarium, as far as possible, a San.Diego County 
enterprise, and they gave freely according to their 
ability. About fifteen hundred dollars was subscribed, 
and half of this was brought hack for immediate use.

The very day of the return of Professor Ballenger 
and my son, with the evidence of the hearty, practical 
support of the people, the workers in the well struck 
a fine stream of good, pure water.* ( The next morning 
Brother Palmer came up early to tell, me that there 
was fourteen feet, of water in. the well. • The water 
is clear and pure, and we are greatly rejoiced to know 
that there is an abundant supply. This; well is a 
treasure more valuable than gold or silver, or precious

/ stones, j . " !' ' ^  : ■ -
One morning a lady ? came to.<the sanitarium un­

announced, and insisted upon .Staying. . .Others ar­
rived before we were ready, and patients: continued 
to come till there were twenty* and oilr workers were, 
kept so busy that the formal opening was postponed 
indefinitely. - 1 ; ! •' •' :v:

One evening just before we: left, a: four-horse team 
drawing a large, heavy wagon,, drove inj bringing 
gifts to the sanitarium from San Pasqual. ■ In the 
load there were potatoes, squash, and canned fruit, and 
also, in the same wagon, two beautiful Jersey-: cows.
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1 During the (last three nights/oi my stay: at this 
institution’, Cmuchj^fistructioii' was' given me 'regard-^ 
ing the sanitariums which for years have been1 greatly 
needed, and which should long ago have been equipped 
and set Jn, working ordeE Medical missionary work 
fsT1o be to ' the1 third’ angel’s message as * the right 
hand to the body. Our., sanitariums. are, one.great • 
rncans of doing medical missionarywork.;.;: They.. are 
to reach the'people in their need;^ ,?:r<
^ ’diic' workers; connected wvitli our sanitariums are 
to be sympathetic, kind, and straightforward in their 
dealings with one another and" with the patients. 
Their words and'deeds are to : be noble and upright. 
They are ever to receive from Christ light and grace 
arid love .to impart to those in darkness;1 • * By! 'their 
efforts the" sick, the sinful; the1’prodigals ■ who ;have 
left the Father’s hovifee are to be encouraged to return; 
God’s word to these workers is,”“ Lb,1 I am with you 
alwav: even unto the end • of: the world.”-'1 -‘/Fear mot,

I have always looked with great interest upon the 
work, in Los Angeles and in' San' Diego,’ hoping that 
right moves would be made, and that the sanitarium 
work nn'ght be established.in these iinqbM&nt places. 
Every year large numbers, of tourists V sit: these 
nlaces, and I. have longed.,to see men moved by the
• ■ - ■ ; ■■.1 rr ;y !iiU' [!'*''• O'V !-.|j( t  ,‘MUlf -HI' ;• ‘ a q? i.t >
• . * -From a letter, written April- 26, '; 1905, to a member of the
Southern California Conference Committee. • , •


