"THAT WHICH RESTRAINETH®
(A.RoVo) - II Thess. 236.8

by
J. C. Haussler ks
Prosented to the
Bible Rescarah Fellowship
Runber 5, 1949

(Thouch proscntod to the Dible Researoh Fellowship, like all other papers,
it represents no pronounsement of the Fellowship. )

Purpose of thig Study

For years tho writer has not been satisfied with the
interpretation that Pagen Reme was the restraining pouer .
mentioned in these verses. PFurthermore, the conviction has
beon growinz that the Hbly Spirit-, viilch 18 Heaven's Repre-
sentative, is the only power in the world cepable of holde -
ing in check tho forens of evil., Have we given thls third
Porson of the God head His rishtful place as our Helper
against the onemy?

It 4s tho purg.mae of this briof study:
(1) To list and clarify the oxpréssions used in the toxt.

(2) To learn whothor this "man of oin" wes "restraincd” by
Pﬂaﬂnim.

(3) To determino if tho "son of perdition® was checked by
Pagan Romo.

{4) To propoce ani welgh the evidence that "the nystory of
iniquity® was held 4in bounda by Christ and llis forces
for good.

(5) To investicate the possibility that the romoval of the
Holy Spirit from the church resulted in the olothing of
the "two witnesses in scackeloth”, (Rev. 11

In ofder to have the verses involved ole'arly “in mind,

a nurber of translations of II Thoss. 2:6=-8 are here presented.

Authorized Cﬂ .
6. And ngy yo know that withholdeth that he might be )%

revealed in his time.
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7. For the mystory of iniquity doth already vorlk: only
he vho now lotteth will let, untid he be taken out
of the ways,

8. And then shall that Yilckod be revealed, whom tho
Lord ahall consuno with the Spirit of his nmouth,
and shall destroy with the brightress of his conming,

Anerican Revised

6. And nov ye know jhat which rostraineth, to tho end
that he may be rivealed in D1S oWn 61aSone .

7. For tho nystery. f lawlessness doth : lready work:
only thers is ons that restraineth nc:, uatil he be
takeon out of th! way.

8. And then shall '¢ revealed:the lawulgsi one, whom
the Lord Jesus :hall slay with the braath of his
mouth, and brin: to nought by tho minifestation of
his coning.

Revised Standerd

6, And you knovw ‘it is rostrai inins hin \ .\ soblnd
he may be roviiled in his t!me.

7 Tor tho mysto:s of lawlossness is alrc\dy ab work:
‘enly he whe £:7 rostrains 1t will do 5. until he
i out of tho Jay.

8. And then tho .:iloss onme will bo reveale’, anl the
Lord Jesus v, .l glay hinm with ¥ho breati of 1is mouth
and destroy i'm by his appearing and his comlng.

Veymouth

6+ And now you laov what restrains him, that . . my be
revealad only at his apnointed Line.

7. Tor lawlessriss 1s already as wori in secre : 1u1;
in seoret oriy unbtil tho men who nou restraiy: it is,
renovoda

8. And then tho lawloss ome will bo revealod, wia the
Lord Josus ~'111 day with the breath of ma nens,
end overvicln by the manifestation of His pre é:tve.

Douay .

6. And now you know vhat withholdeth, that he may bt
rovealsd ir his tinme,

7. For the mytery of iniquity alreoady vorketh: o1)
that he iy now holdeth do hold, until he be taisy
out of tk: my.

8. And thon ‘hat wicked one shall be fevenled: whe
the Lord . esus chall k311 with the spirit of his

nouth and shall destroy with the hri-htness of hi
oonin:.

Hoffatt

6. TWoll, y¢1 can reecall now what it is that rogstrains
hin fra. bein: rovoaled vefore his apnointed tine.



7.

8.
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For the secrot force of lawlogsness 16 at work ale
ready; only, it cannot be revealed %11l he who at
rogent restrains it is renmoved.
on ohall tho Lowloss Ono be revealed, whom the
Lord Jesus will destroy with the breath of His lins
and quell by his aprearin~ and arrival.

in Amoriean Translation

6.

1.

8.

So now you know vhat it is that is holiins hin back
from making his aspoarance baforo the appointed tinme
arrives.

For' disobodionco 1s alroody secrctly at ork, but
only until he vho is ncw holding it in check 15 cot-
ten out of tic my

Thon tho enbo:limont of discbodionco will meko his
appearance, and tho Lord Josus will destroy hin with
the breath of his mouth and annihilate hin by his
appoorance and arrival,
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SIGNIFICANT EXPRISLIONS
"Falling jway” » v. 3

This no doubt was the great apostacy which Payl saw be-
ginning in his @ay, and tho nmethod of approach was to rain
control of the ninds of nmen and thus gradually usurp the place
of God in tho'soul temple.

"Even at that early date ho saw, oreocping into the churoch,

errors that would prenare the tmy for the development

and. ghionce, ani Then siere spenty 58 Tt Teirassel I

strength and gained gontrol of the minds of men, the

mystory of iniquity oarrlocd forward its dcceptive and
blasphenous work. ‘G,G. 42!

The atterpt of Satan to take over the torple of God as
his throne which was "little by littlo, at first in stealth

end silence, and thon more openly as it incrcased in sti-anp,th."
has beon continuous to the present time. Just to the oxtent
that ho succeaded did corruntion entor the church and anostacy
rosult. Ho will make his groatest attack and pain his proatoest
success Just before tho socond coning of Christ.

"$he iingdon of darkness shall continuc until the ndvent
of tho Lord, ard shall be consuned uith the apirit of
His mouth, and be destroyed with the bri;htnoss of Ilis

coming."  (G.C. 321)

The Protestants of the United States will be foronost

in stretehin~ thelr hands acrcss the gulf to grasp the

hand of %iritualim; they will reach over the abyss to
clasp hands with tho Roman pover; and under the influence
of this threefold union, this country will £ follow in the
steps of Rome in trarmling on the rights of conscienco,”

(c.C. 588)

"Yet under ono head, - the papcl pozer, = thoe pecple will
unite to oprose God in the persch of His witnessos."

(2. VvII, 282)
"The rostraint which has been unon the wicked is rencved,

and Sofon has ontire control of tho finally impenitont,
God's long-suffering has endad. The torld has rejected

His nerey, despised His love, and trarpled upon His law,
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The wicked have passed tho boundary of their probation;
the Spirit of God, porsistently resisted, has been at -
last withdrgwn. Unsholtered by divine gracc, they have
no protection fren tho Uicked ono. Satam Uill then plunge
tho inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble,
A8 the angels of 503 coase to hold in checl: the ficrco
winds of human pascion, all the olements of strife will
be lot loose. ‘iho vhole world will be involvod in ruin
nore terriblo than that which came unon Jerusalem of 0ld.”

(G_.C. 614)

"As the orcimins act in the great drarma of deception,

Satan himself will norsonate Christ. The church has lonp
nrofossed to look to the Saviourts advent as the consum-
mation of hor hones. Now the great deceiver will make

it appcar that Christ has come. In different parts of the
earth, Satan will ranifest himsolf amons non-as a rajestic
being of dazzling brightnoss, resembling the dosceription

of tho Son of God siven by Johm in the Revelation.™ (G.C. 624)

"ystery of Iniguity", "Son of Porditicn”, "That l'icked",
"lan of Sin" - va 3, 7-0
A1l of theso oxpressions anply primarily to .Satan and se=

condarily to tho papacy.

Satan hincelf abode not in the Truth; he is the nystery
of iniquity.” (T.11. 262) : A

"The "man of sin,? which is also styled the 'nystory of
iniquity,’ tho Yoon of perdition,! and ' that wiekod,? \/
reprosenta tho panacy, which as foretold in propheocy,

was to maintain its supremacy for 1260 years.® (G.C.

"He who now Lettoth” v. 7

"He who now holdeth” (Douay), "One that roestrainoth noy®
(A. R. C.), "Ihe rman who ngw restrains it* (Weyrmouth), "He who
at_present rostreins it® (lloffatt), "He vho now rostrains 1t"
!ﬁ.g.V.L "Ho who is now holding it in check™ (An Ame. Trams.).

The Greek word for "letteth" (Xatecho) means "to hold
dorm", and is the same word translated in verse 6 "witlholdoth",
Those are tho only tincs it 1S so translated of the 19 usages
in the 3iblo. Iilowever, in v. 6 it 18 ncuter gendor vhilo in
V.7 it is masculine. (This is true alco whon the Holy Spirit
is referred to in John 14 & 15) Tho pronoun "He", in both
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inaiancos. refers to tho same forco vhich i somethings othor
than tho "mystery of iniquity,” and "that wicked".

*THAT THICH RESTRAINTIH" - v, 67 (A.R.%)
FAS the "lan of sin" "rostrained" by Fpsanlem?
Paganisn came ifo the church vhen Christianity lost ite
simplicity and lovorcd its standards during tho "lattor end
of the sccond contury.” |

"that was the orisin of tho great apostasy? How did the
ohurch first dovart fran the simplicity of tho sospel? Iy
conforriins to the practices of paganien, to facilitate

the acooptance of Christienity by the hoathon. The apostle
Paul declarod, oven in his day, "Tho nmystory of iniquity
doth already work." Durins tho lives of tho apostles the
church remained camparatively puro. DBut “tovard the latter
end of tho seccond gontury most of the churches assunod a

a new forn; tho Tirst a{éplieity disappeared, and insen-
sibly, as tho old disoiples rotired to their graves, their
®&hildren, along with now converts, <e. cano formmard and
new-nodoled tho cause." To gocure converts, the exalted
standard of tho Christian faith was lomered, and as the
result a panan flood, flouing into the church, carried

with 4t its custans, nractices, and 14ol8. As tho Christian
religion secured tho favor and suppoxrt of secular rulers,

it was noninally accepted by nultitudos; but whilo in ap-
pearance Christians, many roemained ln substance parans

. espoeially worshipping in secrot thoir idols.® (G.C. 2642282)

Tho recult of thic union of Facanism with Christionity was
the Papacy, and instcad of the "Hystery of iniquity" bein; "ro=-
strained" by Papanisn it with Christianity, produced the napacy.
TFurthernore, while Pacanisn gave uay befors the rise of the
ihpacy. 1t actually conquered "christianity", and this was
lar::ely aeconplished by tho ond of the socond contury.

"lThen the early ‘church became corruptod by donarting fron

the simplicity of tho ~osnol and aceeptin~ heathen rites

and ‘custons s%e"fos‘:. Yhe opirit and nover of Hod; am

‘order to control tho consciences of tho poople, sho soushb

the support of the socular noer. The result was tho

manacy, @ church thab controilod tLhe pouor of the state,

and cnloyod it to fuwther hor ovm ends, ospocially for
the punishmont of "heresy." (G.C. 443)



“Littls by littlo, at *’irst in stealth and .Alenco, and then more
oponly a8 it increased in stronsth and sainod control of the
rninds »f men, the nystery of inlquidy carricd fortiard itc decep-
Tivo uxd biasphonous work. admast impmorcephibly the gustons of
hoathenien found their way into tho Shriction c%urch. 16.C. 49)

"Pasanion had ziven place to tho papacy. The drason had iven
To the veast his power, and his soat, and great authorityt.
And now besan the 1260 years of T)apal opnrosoion foretold in
the nrophceles of nniel and tho lcvelation. (G3C. 54)

"llow the work of corruption rapldly procressed. Ipspnian, vhile-
appearins to bo vanquished, bocame ths conguoror. ller spirit
controlled the churche. Iler doctrines, cerenonies, and suncrsti-
tioas wero incorhorated into the faith and worchip of tho pro-
fossod folloviors of Christ.

"This compronisg betweon pasanisn and Christianity resulted in
tho developnont of the 'nan of cin? foretold in nrophecy Y op-
posin~ and exaltin~ hincelf above God. That sicsntie systen of
false rclicion ic a nastorniece of Saten's povrer, a nonument of
his efiorte to soat hinmself u»ncn the throne to rule tho earth
accordin;; to his will.® (G.C. Z0)

Concluscion
BRI, W LR M

Since pegunisn won out over the "Christiant church and continued
o live oa under a disruise of Christian nares ané fornas, and becams

1 parent of tho corrupt church « "that wiel:od®™ - it could not have
prostrained® tizt whieh i% helped to creatol .nd furthormors, since
it was incorw:gated into the "Thristian” churech, it cer*‘;amly Tz not
“takon ouh cf <he way.®

Yas the’3on cf Perdition” “rosirained” by Paran Remot

tas the klngdon of Satan divided =1ith one foree vork :in against
the othor? Di! Satan not work throush both Paran Rene and the PSapacy?
lhy then, woull he usa Pagan Rane, thrrough which he was working, to
"restrain® the »isc of anothor pouor- the papscy - throuch vhich he
plannod to wor': far nore gffcctively? Uas Satan unable to control his
forces oo that 10 could not coll of? the forces of Pasan Rome in order
to brin; on e Pupacy vhich is the “Ineterpicco of his pouer? (G.C.50)
iasn't this "a 1yusc divided a-cinss itsclf™ and thus dooned to Cailure?

Ian%t Saton foc anart for thaty
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IEven thouch on tho surface there soer7/ to bo at timos divisions
anon;; tho forces of Satan, his purposo = déatruction o? both bad nnd
7004 = 16 never divided or subordinated. Take the French Devolution,
for instanco.. As lons as Satan's ‘ultimt.e plan =~ deotruction of all -
tas fulfilled it ~ude no difference to hin vwho killed vhom! Thoy were

just as dead ome vay as another and thus in fus c¢lutchoes.

"Tho willing subjects of Satan are falthful, active, and united
in one object. And althouch they hate and ver tith one another,
yot they % TOVC gvery opnortunity to advanco their comnmon in-
torest. t the g:ren% Camnander in Ileaven and earth has limited
Satan's nowor,” (Vol. 1:346)

Did Pagan Rone "restrain® the rise of tho Papacy? The only
statenonts which ovan hint at it aro found in the following quotations:

“The gnirit of comronise and conformity was raostrained for a
tine by the ficrcs persecutions which the church endurcd under
paganisn. But as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered
the courts and palaces of kincc, sho laid asido the hunble eine
nlicity of Christ and iis anostles for the nomp and prido of

pagan priosts and rulcrs; and in place of tihe roquiprsnments of

God, she substituted human theories and traditions.™ {G.C. 49)

"Thus, as lon~ as nersecution continued, the church romained gon-

parativoly nurc. But as it cccsed, convorts were added who woro

logs sincore and dovoted, and the way was oponed for Satan to

obtain a foothold.” (G.C. 44)

But this second letter of Paul to the Thossalonians was writtem,
aocordin; to the best authorities, about 512 A.D, Tﬁéwé‘mek vord
"arti®, v, 7, ("Now", "just nou", "this nonent”, opnosite of future)
16 in tho presont tense indiecatins tho "rostraining pover" was at work
at_that vory time (51 A.D.), and not to be ‘in sone timec in tho future.
In fact, during the first one-hundred years the Christians suffered
noro at the hands of tho Jeuws than of Rane. Only tvo —inor persccu-
tions brolke durins this poriod, thoso under iferoc and Donitian, and in

oach ease 1t was only a loeal outburst caused by a vhin or caprice of

the emperor, and not to espoeially attaek the Christians. The Chris-
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tians hhd no separato identity unti) after 100 A.D, being classod cs
a sect of the Jetrs mrovioisly. Nerol!s porsocution in64 A.D. was at
least ton years after the Btaterient in-Thessalonians tms ‘ﬁitﬁéﬂ. and
Danitionts at Yeast. Torty ‘years aftor. -In noithor caso were' nbi'o than
a fou hundred: viesimo kilied.

-Furthermoroe, dwrins tho next contuvy, up to about 250 fx.D.. there
was no studicd plan on the-part of Rormn Governnont to oblitorate
Chriostianity. If one was accused of boinz a Christiaen, the accuser
had to sicn the statoment and apnear at the trial if called. It was
a police posor neasure and only ghon nob psychology doveloned in the
local provinces d4id norsoocutions dbroak out on a lar~c scale. &after
250 4.7, one £inds the leaders of the Roman Covernnent deliborately
nlannin~ gmpire-ryide. analhilation, but that tras tmo-hundro;l yoars aoftor
Paults statonent was written.

Gongluoton

The fact thot Paul's statoment miven yoars boforo Rome evor pere-

secutod tho Christians, and at that time the “restrainins” power was \
alrcady ftmc‘oi&nin{;,' would ‘elﬁ.miﬂate Papgan Rono aé tho "restraining
povor™ on the point of chronologye.

Then, when one renenbers, thot 2ll of tho major errors fgund in
this "man of sin" wore alroady in tho "Christian" church, or were smiled
upon by the majority of ﬂ.s nembers befozje the tine of Constantinet's
edicts of toleration and Sunday, and his "eonvorsion", it arecars that
Pagan Rome had not been ronoved Before "that wicked® had becone very
proninent in the Reman Trmire.

The -only way in which persecution could "restrain” the rise of the
®man of éin" was due to tho fac;t that po;:-seéution almays nurifies -the'

church of 501 and tonds to k:wop it pure. This nurity rotained the reign
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of the Holy Spirit in tho soul~terplo cnd in the church-temple.

Again, if Pagan Rome was the powor which "restrained" the risc of
the Papacy, why then should:prophooy (Rew. 13:2) spoak of the dragon
(Paran R&w) pdvinz to the Papacy "his dowor, and his seat, and groat
authority®? This sounds more liic full cooporation rathor than conflict.
Is it lo~ioal to think that a posrer vhich had opposed and fourhs crainst
anbther powor for hundreds of yoars would lator bostow upon that pouer
all his pooition and strength, and do it with williasness?

Then, t00, it 18 4ifficult for tho writer to cee any sorious di-
vision in Satan?s ranks, esp cially when two major ajencios of his are
involved. It 1s agreed thero aro ninor conflicts. amons Jatan's forces,
but if tho Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy teach anythin;; on this
noint, 1t 4s that.there has boen displayed the aroatest of unity and
ooopoz;ation. in Satan®s solo objoctive - that of dostroyins both bad

and pood,
Was the “L}zatem of Iniquity® "restrained" by
' o _Aroncy of the Tloly Spirit?
* . Zhe jloly Spirit ond Ite torplo
It 4s true that God alone can restrain Satan 1n his efforts to

st up his throno in tho tomplo of the soul as woll ac in the church,

"hecouse preater 18 he that 4s in ydu, then ho that is in the vorld"

(I John 4:4). This was no doubt sneakin~ of tho Spirit of God;the
Toly spirit - (v. 2) vhich had been -iven to dwoll within the heart
of cach trus follouer of Chrint (John 14:17,20). The coul-terple rust
bedofilod first bofore tho church-torplo can bo.
"Know ye not that yc are the tomple of God, and that tho Spirit
of God dwelloth in you? If any ran deiilo tho termle of Tod, Him

BHATICOQ doBtroy; oF tho tenplc of Sod is holy, which terple
yo aroe (I Cor. 3:16, 17)

"And vhat agroement hath tho temple of God with idols? for ye are
tho terple of the livins God; as God hath said, I will dwell in

thon, and walk in thom; gnd I will dbe Sheir God, and thoy shall




be ny people.” {I Cor. 6:16)

Satan 13 poverloss to drive the loly Soirit from this soulsterple
and as long as tho Chrioticn ohooses Gol to rule in his 1ife Satan -
"ligstory of iniquity” - is "rostrained". Tho loly Spirit is drivon
out - "takon out of tho tmy" « only by the choico of tho ;ndividual
hinself.

"The Lord Jecus i6 malkin; experiments on human hoarts throuch the
oxhibition of liis neyroy and abundant grace. Ib is effocting transe
fomations so amazing th:t Satan, with all his triumphant boasting,
with all his confederacy of evil united asainst God and tho laws
of Mis overnment, stands viowing them as a fortress irme ormable
to his s@grms and delusions. They are to him an indormre-

honsible mystory.” (T.lL_18)
"thhen Christ tool human naturc upon liim, He bound lumanityto

himself by a tie of love that can nover mi broken by anv poumgr

save the choico of nan himself. tan will constantly prosent
allurcronts to induco us to breal this tic, —-to choose to sepa=

rate ourselvos fron Christ. Hore 4s vherc wo neod to watch, to

strivo, to »ray, that nothing mog cntice us to choose another
nmaster; for we are slways freo to do this.

Satan was trying in Paul's day to onthrono hinself in the soule
tormlo of vach child of God for "vhere God's throme should have been,
Satan had placed his throno", but Jesus said,: "Uhere Satan hag set

hic throno, thoro shall I stand ny oross. Uatan shall bo east out,

and T will bo 1ifted up to draw all mon unto nol" (6T. 236,237) Saten

has continuod p’orsistcxitly to try to brealk throuch and drive tho ioly
Spirit from the throne of the soul-taryio.

"Satan 16 tryin~ to sot up his throno in the soul- termle. "hen

Tolcns, E Talos hinsolf heard and folt in aniry »assions, in
words of bittorness thait gricve and weand; but as lisht has ne
corunion with dorknoss, and Christ no union with Bolial the
man rust be wholly for ono or tho other.” (4T. 346)

"If e do not co-op_gmte uith the heavenlg g;:f*enoiesl Satan will
ta ggession o 0 ho naio c abidins place.
The oﬁﬁ defonse acalnst evIl 18 tho indvellin~ of Christ 1n the

h ith in His richteousness. N

In a larger seonso the tomnle of God is tho ochurch-terpie but thether
the soul=tanple or the churche-terple, nan's only restraining power arainsi



12,
Satan 18 God's representative on earth = the Holy Spirit.

"The longesufforin: of God toard Jerusalon only confirned the
Jowe in thoir stubborn imponitenco. In their hatrod and cruclty
tomard the disoiples of Jesus, thoy rejoctod tho last offer of
nerey. Then God withdrow His protection fron then, and rcnoved

His rcctmiﬁ%- potior from Satan end his anpols, and tho nation .
was loft to the control of the loader sho had chosen.” (G.C. 28)
"Satan works through the olemonts also to garner his harvest of
unprenarcod souls. Ho has studied the secrets of the laboratories

- of nature, and ho usos all his ovor to control the olonents as

' far as God aollows. ‘hen ho was suffered to affliet Job, hov
quicltly flociks and herds, sorvants, houses, ckildrea, terc swopt

avay, one troublo succcoldin: another es in a noment. It is God
that shields .'is croatures, :nd hodres thon in from the pover of

Tho deatToyor. {c.C. 589)

tAnd tho Lord will do just what He has doclared that lie would,ew
Ho w411 withdray His bleosings from tho carth, and gpemove llis
protestins earo from those who are rebellins arainst Dis law, and
teachin~ and foreing othors ¢o do tho samc. Satan has control of
all whom Cod doos not espedially cuard." (G.C.

"The wicked have passod the boundary of *their probation; the Spirit
of God, rersistently resisted, has been at last withdravm, Unaheltered
by divine grace, they have no protection from tho wicked ono. Saten
will then plunse the inhabitants of the caxrth into one great final
trouble. A8 tho angols of God ¢ease to hold in choeck the fierce
winds of human passion, all the oloments of strife will be let loose.
The thole world will be involved in ruin more torrible than that
which cano upon Jerusalen of old. --A Single ancel destroyed all

the “irst-born of thc Isyptians, and £illed the land with mournins.
Uhen David offended apainst God by numboring the peoplo, ono angel
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished.

Tho same destructive pover oxerciced by holy angels whon God come
nonds, will be exercised by evil an-~els when he pernits. Thero are
forees nowr ready, and only wailting tho divino pornission, to spread
desolation eveéryvhere. " (3.0, 614) '

"M7hile Jesus had been standing between God and puilty man, a re=

strajnt was upon the poople; but whon Ile stooned out fron botween
man aend the Fother, the restraint was ronoved, and Satan had ene

tire control of the Tinally impenitent.® (Ese 200)

"Bat Johovah has got Satan's bounds, --rcstrained his pouvor, -
and not all tho onemyts devicos can coavey one spark to 1's
altar.” (P.E, 120) ' .
"God alone can lﬂ_' t tho power of Satan." “Vo; s 1:341)
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"Hovertheless I tell you the truthy It is oxpodicnt for you that

I o ewny: for if I go not away, the Comforter trill not come unto
you; btut 1f I dopart, I will sond Iiim unto you.

Tvil had been accurmlatins for centurics, and could only be ro-
strained and resiated by tho aichty nouor of tho toly Spirit, the
Third porson of the Godhead, iho would eano with no nmollified oner-
&y, but in tho fullnesc of ¢ivino poor. Anothor opirit rmet be
mets for the ossence of ovil was vorkin~ in 21l wvays, and the sube
nission of man to this satanic captivity was anazing." (T, 392)

Mothods used by baten in establishing the "ion of sin”
Tho first nothod used was persgeution in an attempt to oblitorate
Ohristianity but that failed, oni it failed boeause porsecution cltmys

tonds to purify the soul-tembhe whore the Iioly Spirit roigns.

"Pacanisrn foresawr that should tho gospel triurmph, hor tenples and
altars would be swept away; thorefore she surmoned her forces to
destroy Christianity. The fircs of persecution were kindled.

gtians were stripped of thoir possessions, and driven fron
thelr hames.” (G,C. 39)

%g_ vain wore Satan's offorts to destroy the church of Christ by
iolenos. Tho groat controversy in which the disciples of Jesus
ylclded up their lives, did not ceasc tthen these faithful standarde
bearcrs £ell at thelr poste By dofeat thoy congquered. God's
workmen worc slaln, tut Ilis work wont stoadily forvard. The gospel
. continued %o enread, and tho number of ito adherenta(t.o mor?ase."
GQC. dl

Failinpe in the use of foreo, which kept the terple pure, Satan next
used his nost effective woapor - temporal prosnerity and worldly honor -
and ﬁe succeeded in deceivin:; the church nembers into a com:_aroz‘use.

Thus thoe soul-terple was defilod and the iloly Spirit was “talwen out of

the way", ct least in thc majority of cases.

"Satan therefore laid his plens to war moro successfully asainst
the qovernment of (’E, Sy pEntIn"E his bannor in tho Chrictian
chu-ch,. If the followors of Christ twrould bo doceived, and led
to disnlosso God, thon their strength, fortitude, and firmnoss

would fail, and thoy would foll an oasy prey.” (G.C. 42)

®"The groat adversary nou -gndcavored to gein by artifice what he
had failed to secure by forco. Persecution cecagsed, and in its
stead wero substitutod the donrorous allurcments of tonporal pros-
nerity and worldly honor. Jdolaters were ied to roccive a part.

o 6 Christion ?aftﬁ, whilo thoy rcjectod other essential truths,
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They professed to eccept Jesus as the Son of God, and to believe
in His déath and resurrectiony but they had no convietion of sin,
and folt no neod of ropentance or of a chance of hoart. With sone
concossions on their part, thoy proposed that Christians should
nake concessions, that all night unite on the platforn of bellef
in Christ.

"Now the church was in fearful peril. Prison, torture, fire, and
sword were dlessince in comparison with this. Some of the Chrise
tians stood firm, declarinz that thoy could make no conpromnise.
Othors were in favor of yielding or modifying sone features of
thoir faith, and uniting with those vho had accoptod o part of
Christianity, urging that this nicht e tho moans of thoir full
conversion. That was a tine of decp ansuish to the faithful fole
lowers of Christ., Under a cloak of pretended Christianity, Satan
was insinuatins himsolf into the church, to corrupt their faith,
and turn thoir minds fram Lho vord Of GXUthe

"llost of the Christions at last consenied to lowver thoir standard
_ a union was formod botweon Christianity and paganisn, Although
the worshippers of i1dols professod to be converted, and united
with the church, thoy still eclung to their idolatry, only changing
the objeote of their worship to images of Jesus, and evea of lry
and the saintc., Tho foul leavon of idolatry, thus brought into
tho church continucd its baleful vwork. Unsound doetrincs, supere
stitious rites, and idolatrous cercmonics vere incorporated into
hor faith and worship.” (G.C. 42, 43} ’

"This compromise between paganicn and Christianity resulted in the
‘Jdevelopnent of tho "man of sin" foretold in prophocy a8 opposing
and exaltins hinsoif above Gode. That .gisantic systen of falso Te-
ligion is a pestorpices of Satan's nover, ~- a nonument of hie :
offorts to seat hinsolf upon the throno to rule tho earth aceording
to his will." {G.C. EO)

Tho Holy Spirit, on the throne of the scul-terplo of each Christian,
was the personification of all tho pouers of Ieavon sent to "restrain”
the "mystery of iniquity", and chock 1ts rise.

"If yo laove me, keop ny oarmandmente. And I will pray the Fathor,

and he shall Avo you another Confarter, that he may abide with.

you for over; Tvon tho Spirit of trutlry whom the world cannot

roecoive, bocause it seeth him not, neithor Imoweth hin: for he
duelleth with you, and shall bo in you. (John 14320, 21)

"The ;ift of Iis Holy Spirit, rich full, ond abundant, ia to bo

to His church as an enéonpassing wall of fire, which tho povers
of holl shall not provail agnﬁt." (Ta 1% 15).

L = )
"What are theso, in contrast with tho errors of that day when the
restraining Spirit of God shall be vholly withdran from the wicked,
no longer to hoid in chock tho outburat of human passion and satanic
wrathe! Tho world will thon bohold, as never beforo, the results
of Satan?s rulo.! (G.C. 37)
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Could the "takinc away of that which Rostrainocth" hagfs
] Ealcins auay of tho Dailiy"?

T7ith the influx of corruption into tho terple of God, vhich re=-

stricted tho worl: of the Holy Spirit in the church, the pover of the
Papacy inoreased. :ﬂmduaiiy taking nore and nore power to himself he
£4nally usurped not oaly the place of tho Toly Spirit but that of
Chriot as woll. |

"The accescion of ¢ho Raman Church to pover marked the beginning
of the Dark Apges. As her poior increased, the darlkness decponed.
Fajth was transferred nTm cgp_g,}a:t, the true foundation, to theo

ope of Rorie. Instead of trusting in the Son of God for for-
clveness of sins and for eternal salvation, the pcoplo locked to.
tho pope, and to the priests and prelates to whom he delegated
authority. They were tousht that the pope was their earthly media-
tor, and that none could approach God exeept throush him; and further,
‘that. he stood in tho place of God to them, and was therofore to be
implicity obaeyed. A deviation from his reonuirements was sufficient
ocause for the soverest punishment to bo visitod upon the bodies and
souls of tho offondors. Thus the ninds of the peoplo were turned

avay fram God to fulliblo, orring, and cruel non, nay, nors, to the
prinee of darkness hinsclf, who cxzercised his powor through then.”

{(G.C.55)

"Thus the pops ¢anc to be almost univorsally acinouledsed as the
viceg% rent of God on earth, cndowod vUitd aut'hority ovor Church
and stato.". (0000 51) .

Then, with the removal of the restraining powsr, <tho Holy Spirite
from the church, the "non of sin® soon substituted the mass for the
"aone sacrifice” made by Christ, and for the mediation of.Christ wag
substituted confession to ahuman priost who clained to forgive sins,
and prayers to vm_i(n‘zhﬂ‘ as nman's nedlator with God.

Thuas the "rest.mminé" force, to all intents and purposes, was
taken away fron the ninds and hearts of the great najority of tho poople
in tho same sonse as the "daily" was "takon away", end the law of God tas
"ohanpged™.

flar upon the Two 7itnesscs

Further, uith the "taking awey" of this rostraining forcos the

Holy Spirit - There resulted tho "Dark Ames” during vhich time the
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*Two Uitnosses prophesied in sackeloth” (Rev. 11:3-6). Primarily those

tvo witnessos were the Living iitnessoss -~ Christ and the Holy Spirit.

(

"And fron Jesus Christ, who 45 the falthful witnoss, and the first
becotten of tho dead, and the prince of the Xinps of tho earth.

Unto him that loved us, and wahod us from our sins in his om

blood." (Rov. 1:15)

*The Holy Spirit comes to the world as Christ*s ropresentative,
It not only speaks the truth, but it is the truth <= the faithful

and true "itness. It is the mreat Cearcher of hearts, ond is
acquainted vith the charactors of all." (C.T. 68).

And secondarily, they were the 0ld and liow Tostaments which were

obsoured by the laity anot boing permitted to rcad thon, hy tholr scar-~
eity, by their being kept 4in the Latin language, and by a cloud of
pacan superstitions which surrounded them. '

“Concerning tho two witnesses, tho prophet doclares further, 'These
are tho two olive-trees, and the tvo candlesticks standing before
the God of %he earth.? 'YThy word,' said the psalnist, 15 a lamp
unto ny feot, and a light unto my path.' (Rov. 11:4; Ps, 119:105)
The Do Uitnesses reprosent the Scriptures of the 0ld and iew
Testanent. Both erc important testinonies to tho orizin and per-
pefulty of tho letr of God. DBoth aro witnossom aleo of the plan
of salvaticn. The types, saerifices, and prophecies of the 0ld
Tostanont point forward to a Saviour to como. Tho Gospols and
Epictles of the Hew Testanent toll of a Saviour who has como in
the oxaot monner forotold by typo cnd propheey.” {G.C. 267}

In order for Saten to maintain his sway over men, and establish
the authority of the papal usuryer, he nmust koep then in isnorance
of the Sexiptures. The Biblo would exalt God, and place ?Enite :
ren in their true pocition; therefore its sacrod truths rust be
concealed and supprossod. This logie was adopted by tho Raman
Churche. For hund~-cds of g the circulation of the 3ible was
prohibited. The pcople wore forbiadon to read it or nave it

in their houses, and unprincipfod nriestso and prelates intornreted
its teachinzs to sustain thoir protensions. Thus the popeo came

to be alnost universally acknowlodsod as the vicecercnt of God
on earth, endoted with authority over Church and stateo-. e« o a a o

The detector of error havins been removed, Satan worked according
to his Will,." ‘: )

The olinax of this attack came durins the French Reovolutioa when

for three and ono-half years those "uitnesses" were barred fron ¥rance

(Seo G.C. 265-288). This up surgo of povor on the part of Satan,"the

boast of the bottomless pit”, was due to the romoval of - God's"retraining”

force - tho loly Spirit.
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"Tho rostmtlnizﬁ SairitofGod, whicﬁ moées & cheocikt unon the cruel

novor. of vatan, was il a groat mcasure rocoved, and he whose only
delicht is the wrete 008 of nen, was pormitted ¢ m(;rk higswi‘ill."
N . ' T; G.c.a

As tho Spirit of God“~ "That which restrainsth®” « has continuod
$0 bo reroved through apostacy tho poter of the "mystery of iniquidy"

hns incroased devm to our day. Tho loly Spirit will bo rradually withe
drowm fron tho earth until ot tho gloge of probotion satan will have full
control of the 1i1haiﬁtania of the carth sa§e the small aroup who arc sealed
by God and kept by tho Hol;;; Spirit durinc the tine of trouble.

"The Spirit of God is sradually but suroly boing mithdrawm fron
the earth. Plapgnes and judpments are already falling upon the
despicers of the ~race of Zod. Tho calanities by land and sea,
thoe unnsettlod state of .coclety, the zlarns of war, are portentous.
They foroecast approacihing evonts of the groatost nmagnitude.

The Apeneics of ovil arc cﬂininr, their forecs, and consolidating.
They are stren; thening for tho last great erisis. Great changes
are soon to tale place in our world, and the final movements ill
be rapid ones. (9T.11)

"The restraint tvhich has been unon the viclked is rcrioved, and
Satan has entire conirol of the finally imponitent. Godis longw
sufferin: has onded. aho world has rejocted His norey, despised
His love, and tramplod upon idis law. The wieked have passed the
boundary of thoir probation; the spirit of God, persistontly roe
sisted, has been at last withdraim. Unsheltored by divine crace,
they have no protcction fram the wickod ono. Satan will then
plunce tho inhabitants of tho earth into ono great, final trouble.
a8 tho ancels of Zod ccase to hold in choex the fierce winds of
hunen passion, 211 tho elanents of ctrife will be M loose. The
wholc world will be involved in ruin norc terrible than that which
came upon Jorusalon of old. (G.C. 614)

Conclusion
If persecution.or tho use of foree, lkept the church camparatively
pure and thus Pagan Ronc tas ablo to "rostrain™ the risc of the Papaey
(G.C. 49), as many hold, then why did the Dovil think his first tacties -
the use of foree - had failed (G.C. 42)? If Sotan throush Pagan Rame
was to check tho rise o2 tho "nan of sin", thy did he not cortinue the
use of force which had p,ro#ed so succeessful in koeping tl:xg chureh nure

and thereby delaying the appearance of .this "man of =in"? And, if the

use of force by Tagan Rome fulfilled II Thess. 2:6~-8, thon vhy 214 the
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Dovil fecl that ho had failod and ehango his plan of a’o_’caol’:?' Thy 414
ho cease tho use of force (G.C. 42-43) and substitute for it temporal
prosperity, ease, and worldly honor, which brought about tho "man of
ein", 1f bo (Papacy) was tho ome Pagan Rone wes fichting hard to hold
dom? The vory heart of tho arpumento oupporting Pagan Romo ao tho
"rostraining powvor® is uﬁsound and valuolnss when foroo. is roplaced by
oase and prosrerity for thean. Pasan Ramo no longer "restrainod® theo
rise of the "mystory of iniiquity", but rather worked for hin
hond- in-glove, and, ioen in nind the fact, that the poror
(Parsan Rome) which used Porse to fpostrain® the "an of oin"
was the oomo ono {Pagan Ronme) that used prosperity and come
pronise to nave the way for his ris¢ to vower.

If the taking avay of tho "Dally"was not the renoval of
Paganisn or of Pasan Rene, but of Christ in Ilis nediator~
ial work for nan in the hoavenly sanctuary and csubstituting
for it a human systen of nodiation sot up by the "man of sin®,
thus counterfoiting God’s ageneies for ilis Tlan of Salwvation,
and, Af the olothing of the "tt:o. witnessos in sackoloth" wmas
the takins auvay or obecurin~ of tho Qosition ond work of Christ
and tho Holy Spirit as » ecented in the 014 and Heww Testanents,
and this work too tms aooom;li_shed by the sano "man of =4n®
and during the samo period of timo, 18 it not loplcal to
conclude that this "restraining® povter to the Dovil in sotting
up his counterfeit mediatorial systen thus obscurings the work
of the "two witnesses”, was God and IHs Holy Spirit in the
earth?

Scme hold that 4f Paul had meant the loly Spirit as the

*restraining® powver, ho would have said so in just so many words.
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That 18 not necessarily truo. A truth or fact night boe so
well ostablishod that 4% noed not to be ropoateds In all of’
Paul's writing he erphasizod tho lioly Spirit and its work
above any other one subject save that of Christ and Hin
Cruéified, and no doubt he had taught tho Thossalonians
80 thorouzhly on that point that ho needed only to say "re-
menber ye" not, that, vhen I was with you, I told you those
thinzs? And now ye know Wnat rithholdeth that he might
bo revoaled in his timo" (v. 5«8).

This is an arrunent fron silence, and if ono disrogerds
it 4: this connoction he must disrogard it also conaerning the
Sevonth-day Sabbath, for thore is8 no specific qmnd in al}l
tho liow Testanent that Christ's follousrs vore to obsorve that
day, whilc each of tho othor nine scarrmndroents is 80 statod.

Furthermors, is it lopical to gonclude, that when the
church comproniscd and failed God that the “"restraining® pomer
which Heaven had placod in tho world to countoract the Devil
and his forea ("mystery of iniquity®"), was "taken out of the
way" in the same sense as the ninistration of Christ was "taken
aay" and Godts law was “ohanged"?

Finally, it seoms clear in viow of roferences q_uot.ed in
the body of this study (espeoianlly G.C. 614; E.', 280;
T M, 392 that thers ie no other power in tho universe that
can "restrain® Satan and his activities in this world than that
of God workins throuch His Ilely Spirit in the t'?orld. smog the
"man of sin® was and 1s an agenoy of the Devil, it follows,
that none but God through tho Holy Spirit '~-pou1d have placed a
check upon hin, and, thoreforo, must have Bocn "that wvhich ro-
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straineth",
May I ask a fow Questions?

Is it true: That tho "man of sin" was %o aricc in the
ohurch?

Is it truo: That if the church of God had remained nure,
the "man of sin" could never have arisen and II Thosc. 2:6-8
would nover have been proohosied?

Is 4t true: That it was only as the church lost sight of
Christ and renoved the Holy Spirit - Ilis Represontative - by
choosing another master - the "mystery of iniquity" - that the
"man of ein"™ oould and did arise?

The Viriter therofore concludos : That the nurity of the

church vhich pernitted the Holy Spirit to reign in the soule
tomple was the sole gestrainb to the "man of eia® who was to
arise in the church, end not Pagan Rame whiech was outside the
church. As the church gradually epostatized, the "man of sin®
rained in nower until he hold a dominate position in the church-
temple. There was a spiritual warfard - Iph. 6110-17 - uith-
in the church and not aczainat Pagan Rame. Tho purdity of the
church oould be maintained only as the menbers were controlled
by the Holy Spirit, which Spirit then restrainod the rise of
tho "man of sin". As tho Holy Spirit was grieved away throush
the apostacy of the members of the church "that vhich rostraine’
eth" was “taken out of the way", and "that wioked” - the Papacy
was revealed which Christ will "consune with the spirit

of His mouth and destroy with the brichtness of llis coming.”
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Furthornore, Iph. 6:10-17 and T, Ii. 392 shows the church's

varfare vas not against flesh and blood (Pagan Rome) but with evil
spirits with Satan as theilr leader. Tho only way to nmcet theso spiri.
tual forces was to the Spiritual Holpor - the Iloly Spirit,

"Take tho Spirit as your sword® (Moffatt) and this pover was in

the church when taul urote II Thess. 2. Then t.is Weapon was
renoved throuch apostacy, the restraint on thse "man of sin®

was renoved also, and he arose. Liltetrize, the armour was to bo
used asainst ovil spirits (v. 13), and not apainst Papgan Ronmo.
The real foo, thon as now was Satan and his ovil annels. The

real restrainine vovcr, then as now, was tho lloly oSpirit, (T.LN. 392)




