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Pamoee o f th is Study

For years the writer has not boon satisfied Tilth the 
interpretation that Pagan Rome was the restraining power 
mentioned in these verses. Furthermore, the oonvlotion has 
been growing that tho Holy Spirit, which is Heaven* s Repre
sentative, is the only power in the world capable of hold- • 
ing in chock tho forces of evil. Have we given this third 
Porson of the Cod head His rightful place as our Helper 
against the enemy?

Zt is tho purpose of this brief study:
(1) To list and clarify tho expressions used in the text.
(2) To learn whether this "nan of sin" was "restrained" by 

Paganism.
(3) To determine if tho "son of perdition" was checked by 

Pagan Rome.
(4) To propose and weigh the evidence that "the mystery of 

iniquity" was held In bounds by Christ and lUs forces 
for good.

(5) To Investigate the possibility that the ronoval of the 
Holy Spirit from the chureh resulted in tho clothing of 
the "two witnesses In sackcloth". (Rev. 11)
In ofder to have the verses Involved clearly In mind,

a number of translations of II Those. 2:6-8 are here presented.
Authorized

6. And now ye know that wlthholdeth that ho might be 
revealed In his time.
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7. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only 

he who now lotteth will lot, unti’fe he be taken out 
of the way*

8. And then Shall that Uickod be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the Spirit of his mouth 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.

American Revised
6. And now ye know -.hat which restraincth. to the end

that he nay be revealed in his own' is tason. *
7. For the mystery. of lawlessness doth already work: 

only there is on a that restraineth new, until he be 
taken out of th- way.

8. And then shall 'e revealed the lawlessi one. whom 
the Lord Jesus -shall slay with the breath of his 
mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of 
his coming.

Revised Standard
6. And you know what is restraining him vow soiftnb 

he may be romiled in his time.
7. For the mystery of lawlessness is alrcvly at work: 

only he who »:j restrains it will do s' until he 
ie out of tho’way. ' "'' ‘

8. And thon tho lawless one will bo reveole’, an'I the
Lord Jesus w:k .1 slay him with tho breatl of 'lie mouth 
and destroy .:J;m by his appearing and his'coming.

Weymouth
6. And now you Hot? what restrains him, that ;« nny b© 

revealed onlj at his appointed ‘timp.
7« For lawlessri os is already at work in secre : hut

in secret orgy until tho nan who now restrain it is, 
removed.

8. And then tho lawless one will bo revealod, via the 
Lord Josus 111 day with the breath of His men: * 
and overwhelm by the manifestation of His pre ttiue.

8. And now yo-j know what wlthholdoth. that he may bi 
revealed ir hie tine.

7* For tho myitory of Iniquity already worketh: cij 
that he win now holdeth do hold, until he be ta sw, 
out of thi way.

8. And thon Hat wloked one shall be Revealed: who 
the Lord . esus shall kill with tho 3pirit of his 
mouth and shall destroy with tho brightness of hi 
coming.

Uoffatt
6. Uoll. yo can recall now what it io that rostrains 

him fra being rovoaled bofor© his appointed tino.

Douay



7. For the secret force of lawlessness is at work al- 
ready; only, It cannot bo revealed till ho who at 
present restrains it is removed.

8. Then shall' the lawless one bo revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will destroy with the breath of His lips 
and quell by his appearing  and arrival 

An American Translation
6. So now you know what it is that is holding him back 

from making his appearance b e f o r e  appointed time 
arrives.

7. For disobedience is already secretly at work, but 
only until he who is now holdlan it in check is sot- 
ten out of ti o troy*

8. Thon tho onbodioont of disobodionco will nako his 
appearoneo, and tho Lord Josus will destroy hin with 
the breath of his nouth and annihilate hln by his 
appearance and arrival.

3.



significant  expressions

"Failing away" - v. 3
This no doubt was the great apostacy which Paul saw be 

ginning in his day, and the method of approach was to gain 
control of the minds of men and thus gradually usurp the place 
of God in tho'soul temple*

"Sven at that early datp ho saw, creeping into the church, 
errors that would prepare the m y  for the development 
of the papacy. Little by llttlo. at first In stealth 
and sllenoe. and tWnnore openly as it Increased in 
strength and rained control of the minds of men, the 
myatory of iniquity oarriod forward its deceptive and 
blasphemous wort. » .fee,. 4?.)
The attempt of Satan to take over the tonple of God as 

his throno which m s  "little by llttlo, at first In stealth
and silence, and thon more openly as it increased In strength,"
has boon continuous to the present time. Just to tho extent
that ho succeeded did corruption entor tho church and apostaey
result. He xiill make his greatest attack and gain his greatest
success just before tho socond coning of Christ.

"The kingdom of darkness shall continue until tho advent 
of tho Lord, and shall be Voaeijned uitii the spirit of 
UTo nouth, and be destroyed with the b rig h tn e s s  of Ills 
coming." (G,C« 321)
"The Protestants of the United States will bo foremost 
In stretching their hands across' tho gulf to grasp the 
hand of Spiritualism: they will roach over the abyss to 
clasp hands With tho Roman power: and under tho Influence 
of this threefold union', this country will tx follow in the 
steps of Rone in trampling on the rights of conscience."

(G.C. 588)
"Yet under one head, - the papal power. «* tho people will 
unite to oppose God in the person of His wltnessos."

(T« TO. 182)

"Tho restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed. 
and Saian haa“*antire control of tho finally impenitent. 
God’s 'long-suffering W e  ended. ”W e  no'rid has rejeoied 
His norcy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law.

4.
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The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; 
the Spirit of God* persistently resisted, has been at 
last withdrawn* unsheltered by divine grace. they have 
no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge 
the Inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble.
As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce 
winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will 
be lot loose* The whole world will bo involved in ruin 
more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old*"

(G.C. 614)
"As the crowning act in the great dram of deception,
Satan hlnself will porsonate Christ* The church has long 
professed to look to tho Saviour’s advent as the consum
mation of her hopes. Nov; tho great deceiver will mko 
it appear that Christ has cone* In different ports of the 
earth, Satan will mnifest hinsolf among non as a majestic 
being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description 
of tho Son of God givon by John in the Revelation*" (O.C* 624)

"Uvatery of Iniquity". "Son of Perdition". "That Kicked"*
"Ban of Sin" - v. 3. 7-3

All of these expressions apply primarily to Satan and se- 
condarily to tho papacy*

Satan himself abode not in the Truth; he Is the nystery 
of iniquity." (T*tl* 365)
"The "nan of sin,* which is also styled the ’mystery of 
iniquity,’ tho ’son of perdition,’ and ’ that wiokod,* 
represents tho papacy* which as foretold in prophecy, ^
was to maintain its supremacy for 1260 years." (G*0« 356)

"He who now Lettoth" v« 7
"He who now holdeth" (Douay) s "One that rostrainoth now"

(A. R. C*), ®Tiie nan who now restrains it" (Hoynouth), "6e who 
at present restrains It" ('Joffatt), "Ho who now restrains it" 
(R.S.V*f, '"He who is now holding it in chock"' (An An* Trans*).

Tho Greek word for "letteth" (ICatecho) neons "to hold 
down", and is the sane word translated in verse 6 "witliholdoth". 
Those are tho only tinos it is so translated of the 19 usages 
in the 31blo. However, in v. 6 it is neuter gender while in 
V.7 it is masculine* (This is true also uhon tho Holy Spirit 
is roferred to in John.14 A 15) Tho pronoun "He", in both
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instances, refers to THE same force which is something other 
than the "mystery of iniquity," and "that wloked".

"THAT T-TOGH REggRAPTOTH" - v. 6-7 (A.R.OT.)
WAS the "Man of sin" "restrained" by Paganism?

paganism came into the church when Christianity lost its 
simplicity and lowered its standards during the "latter end 
of the second century."

"what was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the 
church first depart from the simplicity of the gospel? By 
conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate 
the acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. The apostle 
Paul deolarod, oven in his day, "Tho mystory of Iniquity 
doth already worlc." During tho lives of tho apostles tho 
ohuroh reclamed comparatively pure. But "toward the latter 
end of tho second century most of the churches aosunod a 
a new fornf "tlio 'i'irst sinplicity disappeared, and insen— 
sibly, as tho old disoiplos rotired to their graves, their 
(Shildren, along with nov; converts, ... camo forward end 
nerMiodolod tho cause." To secure converts, the exalted 
standard of tho Christian faith was lowered, and as the 
result a pagan flood, flowing into the ohuroh, carried 
with it its custom, practices, and idols. As tho Christian 
religion secured tho favor and support of secular rulers, 
it m 3 nominally accepted by nultitudos; but whilo in ap
pearance Christians, nany remained in substance pagans, 
especially worshipping in secret thoir idols." (G.C. 384.385)
Tho result of this union of Paganism with Christianity m s  

the Papaoy, and iaetoad of tho "Mystery of iniquity" being "re
strained" by Baganisn it with Christianity, produced the papacy. 
Furthermore, while Paganism gave way before the rise of the 
Papaoy, it actually conquered "Christianity", and this m s  
largely accomplished by tho ond of tho second contury.

"Uhen tho early church become corrupted by departing fren 
the sinplicity of tho gospel and accepting heathen rites 
and customs saoTost the .Spirit and power of iod; and' 'in 
order ho control tho conociences of tho pooplo, sho sought 
tho support of tho socular pgwor. Tho result was tho 
papacy, a cixurchlihai' controlled' the powor of tho state, 
and employed it to further her own ends, ospocially for 
the punlshmont of "heresy." (G.C. 443)



"Little by littlea at first la stealth and silence, and then more 
oponty as it increased in strength and gained control of the 
minds of men. the mystery of Iniquity carried forward its decep
tive and blasphemous work, almost irporcontibly the customs of 
heathenism found their way into to Christian' church. 'G . C  49)
"Paganism had given place to the moaeg. The dragon had given 
to the boast his power, and his soat, and great authority*.
And now began the 1260 years of papal oppression foretold in 
the prophecies of Daniel and the  evolution. (G|C, 54)
"How the work of corruption rapidly progressed. Pag anism,. while 
appearing to bo vanquished, bocaoe the conqueror. Ifer spirit 
controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and supersti
tions wero Incorporated into the faith and worship of tho pro- 
fossod followers of Christ*
"This conwroniso betwoon paganism and Christianity resulted in 
tho develoTimont of the *naa of sin* forotold in prophecy G.3 op
posing and exaltin': hineolf above God. Shot gigantic syston of 
folso roll cion is a nastorpiecc of Satan* s powor, a nonunent of 
his efforts to coat hlncelf upon the throno to rule tho earth 
accordin': to his will.1'- (G.C* ^0)

Conclusion
Since paganism won out over tho "Christian* church and continued 

to live on imdi;r a disguise of Christian names and forms, and became ^
li parent of tho corrupt church «• "that wicked" * It could not have
restrained" that which it helped to createi iUid furthermore, since
it was incorporated into the "Christian" church, it certainly was not \
"taken out c? the way."

USan thef'3oa of Perdition" "restrained" by ParanRono?
Was the kingdom of Satan divided with one force working against 

tho othor? Di; Satan not work through both Pagan Hone and tho Papacy?
IThy then, wouli. ho use Paean Reno, through which ho was working, to 
"restrain" tho riso of another power- tho papacy - through which he 
planned to work far more effectively? V/as Satan unable to control his 
forces so that 10 could not call off the forces of Pagan Romo in order 
to bring on the Papacy which is the 'Ihoterpieco of his .power?" (C.C.50) 
hasn’t this "a bouse divided against itsolf" and thus doomed to failure?
Isn’t Satan too smart for that?
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Even though on the surface there socn^ to bo at times divisions

among the forces of Satan, his purpose - destruction of both bad and
good - is never divided or subordinated. Take the French Revolution,
for instance,   As long as Satan’s ultimate plan - destruction of all -
was fulfilled it made no difforonco to hin who killod wheat Thoy wore
just as dead one way as another and thus in his elutchos.

"The willing subjects of Satan are faithful, aotlve. and united 
in one object. And although they hate and war with one another, 
yet they inprovo every opportunity to advanoo their cocoon in- 
toroet. Jilt tho great Commander in Heaven and earth has' 'limited 
SatanTs nowor." (Vol, 1:346)
Did Bogan Hone "restrain” tho rise of tho Papacy? Tho only

statements which oven hint at it aro found in the following quotations:
"The spirit of corrorcniso and conformity was rostrainod for a 
tine by the fierce persecutions which tho church' endured under 
paganism. But as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered 
the courts and palaces of kings, she laid asido tho hunblo&n- 
ollcity of Christ and His apostles for tho pomp and prido of 
pagan priosts and rulers; and in place of tho requirements of 
Ood, she substituted human theories and traditions*"' (G*0» 49)
"Thus, as long as persecution continued, tho church ronainod eon- 
paratlvoly pure* But as it coaood, convorts nero added who woro 
loss sincero and dovotod, and tho way was opened for Satan to 
obtain a foothold*" (Q.C. 44)
But this second letter of Paul to tho Thoosaloninns was xwitton, 

according to the boot authorities, about 51-2 A.l), Tho Greek word 
"arti", v. 7# ("How", "Just now", "this moment", opposite of future) 
is in tho preoont tonao indicating tho "restraining powor" was at work 
at that vory tine (51 A.D.), and not to be in some time in tho futuro* 
In fact, during the first one-hundred years the Christians suffered 
noro at tho hands of tho Jews than of Rene. Only tv.o minor persecu
tions broke during this poriod, thoso under Hero and Donitian, and in 
oaoh oaso it was only n looal outburst caused by, a whin or caprice of 
tho emperor, and not to ospooially attack tho Christians. The Chris-



Mans had no separate identity until after 100 A.D. being classed as 
a seat of the Jews proviously. Nero's persecution in64 A.D. was at 
least ten years after the statement In- Thessalonians m o  written, and 
Oociitloats at least forty years after*''vln nolthor case were nbro than 
a fen hundred victims -killed*

Furthermore, during tho next century* up to about 250 A.D., there 
was no studied plan on the part of Reman Government to obliterate 
Christianity. If one was accused of boing a Christian, the accuser 
had to sign the statement and apneor at the trial if called. It was 
a police power moabure-and only when nob psychology developed in the 
local provinces did porsooutions break out on a large scale. After 
250 A . o n e  finds the leaders of the Roman Government deliboratoly 
planning errpire-wi&e annihilation, but that wa3 two-hundred yoars after 
Paul’s statement was written.

Conclusion
The fact that Paul’s at at orient given years boforo Reno evor per

secuted tho Christians, and at that tine the "restraining-* power was * 
already functioning, would eliminate Pagan Rone as tho "restraining 
power" on the point of clironology*

Then, when one renumbers, that all of tho major errors found in 
this "man of sin" ware alroady in tho "Christian" church, or were smiled 
upon by the majority of ifts nembers before the tine of Constantine’s 
edicts of toleration and Sunday, and his "convorsion", it anpoaro that 
Pagan Rone had not been ronoved Before "that wicked" tod becono very 
prominent in the Renan Rrroire.

Tho only way in which porsocution could "restrain" tho rise of the 
"man of sin" was duo to tho fact that persecution always purifies the

9*

church of God and tends to koop it pure* Thi3 purity retained tho reign



of the Holy Spirit in the soul-temple and in the church-temple.
Again, If Pagan Rome was the power which "restrained" the rise of 

the Papacy, why then should prophecy (Rev. 13:2) speak of the dragon 
(Pagan Rome) giving to the Papacy "his power and his seat, and groat 
authority"? This sounds more like full cooperation rather than conflict. 
Ig It logloal to think that a power Which bad opposed and fought against 
another power for hundreds of yoars would lator bostow upon that power 
all his position and strength, and do it with willingness?

Then, too, it is difficult for the writer to see any soriouc di
vision in Satan*o ranks, esp daily when two rajor agencies of hlo are 
involved. It is agreed there oro ninor conflicts anong Satan’s forces, 
but If tho Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy teach anythin,'; on this 
point, It Is that.there has boon displayed tho greatest of unity and 
cooperation, In Satan’s solo objootivo - that of destroying both bad 
and good.

Was the "Ifrotory of Iniquity" "restrained" by 
" ins Agency of tho Holy Spirit?

' Tho Holy Spirit and Its topple
It is true that God alone can restrain Satan in his efforts to

set up his throno in tho tonplo of the soul os well as in tho ehuroh,
"because greater is he that is in you, then ho that is in tho world"
(I John 4:4). This was no doubt speaking of tho Spirit of God-the
Iloly spirit - (v. 2) which had boon *iven to dwell within the heart
of each true follower of Christ (John 14:17,20). Tho ooul-tonple mist
bedofilod first before tho ehurch-torrplo eon be.

"Know ye not that yc ore tho tonplo of God, and that tho Spirit 
of God dwelloth in you? If any1 nan defilo tho tonplo of 6oA,‘ ilia 
SIKH1 WdlWi'rby; tho tonplo of God in holy, v;hloh tonplo 
yoaro. (I Cor. 3:16, 17)
"And what agreement hath tho tonplo of God with idols? for ye are 
the tonplo of tho living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in
then, and walk In then} and I will be their God, and thoy shall

10.
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be my people.” ( I  Car. 6:16)

Satan is powerless to drive the Holy Spirit from this soul-temple 
and as long as the Christian chooses God to rule in his life Satan - 
"Mystery of Iniquity" - la "restrained". The Holy Spirit is driven 
out - "taken out of the way" - only by the choice of the Individual 
himself.

"The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human hearts through the 
exhibition of His neroy and abundant grace. He is effecting trans- 
formations so amazing that Satan, with all his triumphant boasting, 
with all his confederacy of evil united against God and the laws 
of Ills government, stands viewing them as a fortress Inaromable 
to his sophistries and delusions. They are to him an lnconpro- 
honslble mystery." (T.M. 18)
"when Christ, took human nature upon Him, He bound humanltyto 
himself by a tie of lovo that can never bo broken by any powar 
save the choice of nan^inseif. ' ̂ aton will constantly present 

allurements to lnduco ub t'o brook this tie, — to choose to sepa
rate oursolvos fron Christ. Here Is whore woT need' to watch, to 
atrivo, to pray, that nothing map cntico us to choose another 
master} for we or© always free to do thls.w (s» 0. 7tf)
Satan was trying In Paul's day to enthrone hinsolf in the soul-

tonplo of each child of God for "where God's throne should have been.
Satan had placed hlo throne", but Jesus said,: "flhero Satan has sot
his throne, thoro shall I st;ind ny cross. Satan shall bo oast out,
and t will bo lifted up to draw all men unto no!" (6T« 236,237) Satan
has continued persistently to try to break through and drive tho Holy
Spirit from the throne of the soul-terete.

"Satan is trying to sot up hie throno in the soul- temple, "hen 
lie reigns, he makes hinsolf heortf and felt In angry 'passions, in 
words of blttornose that grlovo and wound; but as light has no 
communion with darkness, and Christ no union with Bolial, the 
man rust be wholly for one or tho other." (4T. 346)
"If we do not co-oporato with the heavenly agencies, riatan will 
talio possession of tho heart, and1 will rial» it his abiding place. 
•Jbe only defense against evil is tho Indwelling of Christ In the
hoarF

ily defer 
'through Taith in Ills righteousness.h 1 ()?.!&«

In a larger oonso tho tample of God Is tho ohurcli-tenpie but tftether 
the soul-temple or the church-t ample „ man's only restraining power ogalnsl
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Satan is God's representative an earth   the Holy Spirit.

"The long suffering of God toward Jerusalem only conflmod the 
J<3W3 in thoir stubborn inponitonoo. In their hatred and cruelty 
toward the disciples of Jesus, they rejected the last offer of 
mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from then, and removed 
His restraining power from Satan and his angels. and the nation 
nos loft to the control of the leader she had chosen." (G.C. 28)
"Satan works through the elements also to earner his harvest of 
unprepared souls. Ho has studied the secrets of the laboratories 
of nature, and ho usoo all his ->cv;or to control tho olononts as 
for as God allows, 'lion ho was suffered to afflict Job, hoc: 
quickly flocks and herds, sorvants, houses, children, wore sttopt 
away, ono trouble succeeding another as in a nmont. It is God 
that shields Jio croatures, ;-nd bodies then in frm the power of 
tho '(destroyer. (G.O. 569)
"And tho Lord will do Just what Ife has doclared that He would,*- 
Ho will withdraw ills blessings fron tho oarth, and remove Ilia 
protecting care frm those who are rebelling against nils law,’ and 
touching and foroing others to do tho sane. Satan has control of 
all who© God dooc not especially guard." (G.fl.
"The wicked have passod the boundary of *thoir probation; the Spirit 
of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered 
by divine grace, they have no protection "iRroo tho wicked ono. Satan 
will then plungo the Inhabitants of the oarth into one Croat final 
trouble. As the angola of God cease to hold in chock tho fierce 
winds of human passion, all the olments of strife will be let loose. 
The Whole world will be involved in ruin more torrlblo than that 
i7hich oono upon Jerusalem of old. — A Single enrol destroyed all 
the "irst-born of tho 'Egyptians, and filled the land with mourning. 
When David offended against God by numbering the peoplo, ono oncel 
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished.
Tho sane destructive power oxorcioed by holy angels when God com
mands, will bo exorcised by evil angels when he permits. Thero are 
forces n m  ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread 
desolation everywhere. n (0.0. 614)
"Hhile Jesus had been standing between God and guilty man, a re
straint was upon the pooplo; but whon lie stopped out frm between 
man and the Father, the restraint was removed, and Satan had en
tire oontrol of the finally impenitent.^ *(e .T7« 260)
"But Jehovah has sot Satan*s bounds, — rostrained his power. —  
and hot all tho onomy<s dovioos con convey one spark to ^aal*s 
altar." (P.». 150)
"God alone con limit tho power of Satan." (Vol. 1:341)
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"Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that 
I go away : for If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but If I depart, I will send Him unto you*
Evil had been accumulating for centuries, and could only bo re
strained and resisted by the nighty power of the holy Spirit.• the 
third person of the  Godhead, who would come tilth no notified ener
gy, but In tho fullnoao of divino povrar. Anothor spirit nuot be 
net; for the ©oaeftco of ovil was working in all X7ays, and tho sub
mission of m n  to this aatanlo captivity was. amazing." (T.!l» 392)

Methods used by Satan In establishing tho "?3an of eln”
Tho* first method' used too persecution In an attempt to oblitorate

Christianity but that failed, and It failed bocauee poraocutlon always
tonda to purify tho soul-t«$|e where the Holy Spirit reigns.

"Paganism. foresaw that should tho gospel triunph, hor temples and 
altars would be swept away; therefore she summoned her forces to 
destroy Christianity* The fires of persecution were kindled. 
Christians were stripped of thoir possessions, and driven from 
their hemes." (0.0. 39)
"In vain wore Satan’s efforts to destroy the ohurch of Christ by 
tfiolonoo. Tho great controversy in whioh tho disciples of Jesus 
yielded up their lives, did not cease when these faithful standard* 
bearers fell at their post. Sy defeat they conquered. God’s 
workmen wore slain, but Ills work went stoadlly forward. Tho gospel 

. continued to spread, and tho number of its adherents to Increase."
(G.C. 41)

galling in the use of force, which kept the tonplo pure, Satan next 
used his most effective woapor: temporal prosperity and worldly honor -
and he succeeded in deceiving the church narabore into a compromise.
Thus tho soul-torrplc was defiled and tho Holy Spirit was "token out of 
the way", at loaot in tko majority of cases.

"Satan therefore laid his plans to war more successfully against 
the government of God, 'by planting his \rannor in tho Christian 
ahu-'Oh.- If the followers of Christ would bo doceivod, and lod 
to dlsnloaso God, then their strength,' fortitude, and firmness 
would fall, and they.would fall an oosy prey." (G.C. 42)
"The groat adversary now endeavored to gain by artifioo what he 
had failed to secure by force. Persecution ceased, and in its 
stead were substituted tho dangerous allurements of tooporal pros
perity and worldly honor, idolater's wore led to receive a part 
of ike Christian faith, while they rejected other essential truths.
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They professed to accept Jesus as the Son of God, and to believe 
In His death and resurrections but they had no conviction of sin, 
and felt no nood of ropentonce or of a change of heart, With sane 
concessions on their part, they proposed that Christians should 
make concessions, that all night unite on the platfom of belief 
in Christ.
"New the church was in fearful peril. Prison, torture, fire, and 
sword were blessings in comparison with this. Smo of the Chris
tians stood firm, declaring that they could oako no compromise. 
Others were in favor of yielding or modifying some features of 
their falth/ana uniting with those who had aoooptod a part of 
Christianity, urging that this night bo tho noons of their full 
conversion. That m s  a tine of deep anguish to the faithful fol
lowers of Christ. Under a cloak of protended Christianity, Satan 
was insinuating himself into tho church, to oorrunt tholr faTtti. ' 
and turn thoir nihds tvan the word of truth.
"Host of the Christians at last consented to loner tholr standard 
anti a union was formed between Christianity ana paganism. Although 
the worshippers of idols profossod to bo converted, and united 
with tho church, thoy still clung to their Idolatry, only changing 
the objects of their t7orshlp to images of Jesus, and ovon of tfciry 
and the saints. Tho foul leavon of idolatry, thus brought into 
tho church continued its baleful work. Unsound doctrines, super
stitious ritoo, and idolatrous cerenonios were incorporated into 
hor faith and worship." (GUO. 42 . 43)

•
"This compromise botwoon paganism and Christianity resulted in the 
dOTeiopnent of tho "nan of sin" foretold in prophecy as opposing 
and exalting himself atJovo 'dod. That gigantic system of falso re
ligion is a masterpiece of Satan*a newer. —  a monument of his 
efforts to seat hinsolf upon tho tSoneT*bo rule tho earth according 
to his will." (G.C, 50)
Tho Holy Spirit, on tho throne of the soul-temple of each Christian,

was the personification of all tho powers of Heavon sent to "restrain"
the "mystery of iniquity", and chock its rise.

"If ye love me, keop my commandments* And I will pray tho Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, that ho may abide with 
you for ever; Thren tho Spirit of truthj whom tho world cannot 
recolve, because it seeth him not, nelthor loaoweth him: for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall bo in you. (John 14:20. 21)
"The gift of Ills Holy Spirit, rich full, and abundant, is to bo 
to His church as an encompassing wall of fire, which tho powers 
of hell shall not prevail against," (T. H* 18)
"What ore these, in contrast with tho errors of that day when the 
restraining Spirit of God shall bo Wholly withdrawn from tho wioked, 
no longer to hol'd in chock tho outburst o# human ’passion and satanic 
wrath*1 Tho world will then behold, as never before, the results 
of Satan5s rulo." (G.C, 37)



Could the "taking away of that which Rostrainoth" have 
resulted in the "inking away' of the Daily

With the Influx of corruption Into the temple of God, which re-
stricted the work of the Holy Spirit in the church, tho power of tho
rapaoy increased. Gradually taking more and more power to himoolf ho
finally usurped not only the place of the Iloly Spirit but that of
Christ as poll*

"The accession of the Roman Church to poner narked the beginning 
of the Dark Ages. As her powor increased, the darkness deoponed. 
Faith was transferred fry Christ, tho true foundation, to tho 
Pope of Rone. Instead or trusting in tho Son of God for for
giveness of sins and for eternal salvation, tho pcoplo looked to 
tho popo, and to the priests and prelates to nhon he delegated 
authority* They were taught that the pope was feelr earthly media
tor* and that none could approach God except through him; and further 
tSat- he stood In the place of God to them* and was therefore to be 
lnplicity obeyed. A deviation from his requirements was sufficient 
cause for the severest punishment to bo visltod upon the bodies and 
souls of tho offondoro. Thus the ninds of the peoplo were turned 
away from Cod to fulliblo, orring, and cruel non, nay, noro, to the 
prince of darkness hinsolf, v;ho exercised his power through then.**

(G.0.55)
"Thus tho pope Cano to bo almost universally acknowledged as the 
vicegerent of God on earth, onioned w i W  authority ovor Church 
and' OTato.̂ . (G.C. 51)
Then, with tho renoval of tho restraining power, -tho Holy Splrlt- 

from the church, the "non of sin” soon substltutod the nasa for the 
"one sacrifice" made by Christ, and for the mediation of .Christ was 
substituted confession to ahumn priest who claimed to forgive sins, 
and prayers to Virgin Jfery.as nan’s mediates* with God*

Thus the "restraining" force, to all intents and purposes, was 
taken away from tho ninds and hearts of tho great majority of tho poople 
In the sane sense as the "dally" was "taken away", and the low of God was 
"changed".

Uar upon the Too Witnesses
Further, with the "taking away" of this restraining forco» tho 

Holy Spirit - There resulted tho "Dark Ages" during which time the

45.



16.
"Two witnesses prophesied in sackcloth" (Rev. 11:3-6). Primarily those
too witnesses were the Living witnesses - Christ and the Holy Spirit.

"And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the'dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.
Unto him that loved us, and tytfiod us from our sins in his own 
blood." (Bov. 1:15)
"The Holy Spirit comes to the world as Christ's representative.
It not only speaks the truth, but it is the truth —  the faithful 
and true witness. It is the great Searcher of hearts, and is 
acquainted  with the characters of all." (O.T. 68).
And secondarily, they were the Old and How Tost orient s nhlch wore

obscured by the laity not boing pemitted to road then, by tholr scar
city, by tholr boinc kept in the Latin language, and by a cloud of 
pagan euporstltlons nhloh surrounded then.

• "Concerning tho too witnesses, the prophet doclares further, *Theso 
are tho too olive-trees, and tho too candlesticks standing before 
the God of the earth.* *Thy word,* said the paalnlst, *ls a lanp 
unto ny feet, and a light unto ay path.* (Rev. 11:4; Pa. 119:105) 
The Two Ultnesses reprosent the Scriptures of the Old and Uoa 
Testaneat. Both are inportant tostinonieo' to tho origin and per
petuity of tho lan of God. Doth aro T/itnossos also of the plan 
of salvation. The types, sacrifices, and propheoies of the Old 
Tostanent point forward to a Saviour to ccno. Tho Gospels and 
Epistles of tho New Tostanent tell of a Saviour nho has cono in 
tho exact nanner foretold by typo end prophecy." (G.C. 567)
In order for Satan to naintaln his sway ovor non, and establish 
tho authority of the papal usurper, ho nust keep then in ignorance 
of the Scriptures. The Blblo \7ould exalt God, and place finite ' r‘ 
nan in their true position; therefore its sacrod truths nust be 
concealed and suppressed. This logic nos adopted by tho Roman 
Church. For hundreds of years the circulation of the Blblo was 
prohibited. The people rare forbidden to' road it or have it 
in tholr houses, and unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted 
its teachings to sustain their pretensions. Thus the pope cane 
to be olnost universally acknowledged as the vicegerent of God 
on earth, endowed with authority ovor Church and state.M. . • • • . 
Tho dotootor of error having been renovod. Datan uorked"*aooordlng 
to ills will." (G.C. 31)
The olincx of this attack cane during tho Blench Revolution when 

for throe and ono-half years these "witnesses" wore barred from Franoo
(Deo G.C. 265-288). This up ourgo of power on tho part of Satan,"the

%

boast of tho bottoeiless pit", v;ao due to the ronovol of God*s"retraining" 
force - tho Holy Spirit.
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"The restraining Spirit of God which imposes a check upon the oruol 
power of was in a groat measure removed. and he whose only
delight is the wretchedness of men was permitted to work his will.”

(G.0.286)

As the Spirit of God  "That which restraineth" - has oontinuod 
ho ho removed through apostacy tho power of tho "mystery of iniquity"
has inoroaoed deem to our day. Tho Holy Spirit mil bo gradually with
drawn frcn tho earth until at tho oloso of probation Satan mil have full 
control of tho inhabitants of the oarth save the snail croup who arc sealed 
by God and kept by tho Holy Spirit durlnc the tine of trouble.

"The Spirit of God lo gradually but suroly boing withdrawn frcn 
the earth. Plagues and judfjaents are already falling upon the 
desploers of the -race of God. Tho oalanities by land and Gea, 
the unsettled state of .society, the alamo of war, are portentous. 
They forecast approaching ovonts of the groatost nagnitudo.
The Agencies of evil aro combining thoir forces, and consolidating. 
They cure' strong thening for tho Tact groat crisis. Groat changes 
are soon to take place in our t?orld, and the final movements will 
be rapid ones. (9T.ll)
"The restraint which has been upon tho nicked Is removed, and 
Satan has entire control of the finally Impenitent. God*s long- 
suffering has ended. Tiio world has rejected Ills norcy, despised 
His lore, and trampled upon His law. Tho wicked have passed the 
boundary of thoir probation; the spirit of God, persistently re
sisted, lias boon at last withdrawn. Unsheltored by divine grace, 
they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then 
plunge tho inhabitants of tho earth into ono great, final trouble.
As tho angels of God cease to hold in chock tho fiorco winds of 
hunan passion, all tho elements of strife mil be It loose. The 
whole world will be Involved in ruin noro terriblo than that which 
cone upon Jerusalem of old. (G.C. 614)

Conclusion
Zf persecution.or tho use of force, kept tho church comparatively 

pure and thus Pagan Reno was able to "restrain" the rlso of the Papacy 
(G.C. 49), as many hold, then why did the Devil think his first tactics • 
tho use of force - hod failed (G.C. 42)? Zf Satan through Pagan Rone 
was to check tho rise of tho "non of sin”, tiijr did he not ccatinue the
use of force which had proved so successful In hooping the church pure

\

and thereby delaying the appearance of .this "nan of sin"? And, If tho 
use of force by Pagan Homo fulfilled II Thoss. 2:6-8, then Why did tho



Devil feel that ho had failed and change hie plan of attack? Why did 
ho ceaoo the use of force (G.C 42-43) and substitute for it temporal 
prosperity, ease, and worldly honor, which brought about the "man of 
sin0, if ho (Papacy) was the one Pagan Rome was fighting hard to hold 
down? The very heart of tho arguments supporting Pagan Reno as tho
"restraining power" is unsound and valueless when foroo is roplaood by

*

oooo and proopority for thorn. Pagan Reno no longer "restrained" tho 
rise of the "mystery of iniquity", but rathor worked far him 
hand- in-glove, and, koew in mind tho fact, that the potior 
(Pagan Romo) which used foroo to "restrain" tho "man of sin" 
was the onno ono (Pagan Rome) that used prosperity and ocra- 
promise to pave the way for his rlstj to power.

If the taking away of tho '’Daily"was not the removal of 
Paganism or of Pagan Reno, but of Christ in His mediator
ial work for nan in the heavenly sanctuary and substituting 
for it a human system of mediation eot up by tho "man of sin", 
thus counterfeiting God’s ageaoies for Ills Plan of Salvation, 
end, If the olothing of the "two witnesses in saokoloth" m s  
the taking away or obscuring of tho position and work of Christ 
and tho Boly Spirit as p eoented in the Old and Hew Testaments, 
and this work too was accomplished by tho same "man of sin" 
and during the sano period of tino, is it not logical to 
conclude that this "restraining" power to the Devil in sotting 
up his counterfeit mediatorial system thus oboouring tho work 
of tho "two witnesses", was God and IBs Holy Spirit in the 
earth?

Some hold that If foul had meant the Holy Spirit os the 
"restraining" power, ho would have said so in just so many words.
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That 10 not necessarily true. a truth or foot night bo so 
troll established that it noed not to be repeated. In all of 
Paul's writing he emphasized the Holy Spirit and Its work 
above any other one subject save that of Christ and Him 
Crucified, and no doubt to tod taught the Thessalonians 
so thoroughly on that point that ho needed only to say "re- 
ncober jro" not, that, when I was with you, I told you those 
things? And now ye know What uithholdeth that he night 
bo revealed in his tine" (v* 5-6)*

This Is an arguasnt fron silence, and If one disregards 
It li this connection to must disregard it also concerning the 
Seventh-day Sabbath, for there Is no specific oornand in all 
tho How Testament that Christ's followers ware to observe that 
day, whilo each of tho othor nine oenmndnents Is so stated* 

Furthermore» is it logical to conclude, that when the 
ohurch conrprcoined and failed God that the "restraining" power 
which Heaven had placed in the world to counteract the Devil 
and his force ("nystery. of iniquity"), was "token out of the 
way" in toe sane sense as the ministration of Christ was "taken 
away" and God's law was "changed"?

it seems clear In view of references quoted in 
the body of this study (especially G*C* 614} S«U, 280}
T* H* 392 that there is no other power In the universe that 
can "restrain" Satan and his activities in this world than that 
of God working through His Holy Spirit in the world* Since the 
"man of sin" was and Is an agency of the Devil, it follows, 
that none but God through tho Holy Spirit could have placed a 
check upon him, and, therefore, must have boon "that which re-
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sfcraineth"•
Hay X ask a few Questions?
la it true: That tho "nan of sin” was to arloo in the 

ohuroh?
Xa It true: That If the ohuroh of God had remained pure, 

the "man of eian could never have arisen and XX Those. 2:6-6 

would never have been prophesied?
la It true: That it was only as the ohurah lost eight of 

Christ and removed the Holy Spirit - His Representative - by 
choosing another master - tho "mystery of iniquity1* - that the 
"man of elnw oould and did arise?

The Writer therefore oonoludos : That the purity of the 
ohuroh which permitted tho Holy Spirit to reign in the soul- 
tonplo was the solo restraint to the "man of sin” who was to 
arise in tho church, and not Pagan none which was outside tho 
ohurah. As tho Church gradually apostatized, tho '’nan of slnn 
gained in power until he hold a dominate position in tho ohuroh< 
tonplo. There was a spiritual warfare - Eph. 6:10-17 - with
in the church and not against Pagan Rme. Tho purity of the 
ohuroh oould be maintained only as tho members were controlled 
by tho Holy Spirit, which Spirit then reotralnod the rise of 
tho "nan of sin". As tho Holy Spirit was grieved away through 
the apostacy of the members of tho Church "that whloh rostrain- 
eth" was "token out of the way", and "that wlokod* - the Papacy 
was revealed which Christ will "consume with the spirit 
of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of lUa coming."
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Furthermore. Eph, 6:10-17 and T» I;« 392 shows the church’s 
warfare was not against flesh and blood (Pagan Rome) but with evil 
spirits with Satan as their leader. The only way to meet these spiri
tual forces was to the Spiritual Holpor - the Holy Spirit.
"Take the Spirit as your sword" (Hoffatt) and this power was in 
the church when i.’aul wrote II These* 2. vJhon t ie weapon was 
renoved through apostasy* tho restraint on the "nan of sin" 
was renoved also, and ho arose. Lii:ewi30e the amour was to bo 
used against ovil spirits (v. 23), and not against Pagan Ratio.
Tho real foo. tl'.on as nor/ was Satan and his ovil angola. The 
real restraining wower. then as now, was tho Iloly Spirit. (T.K. 392)
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