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DANGERIN ADOPTING WORLDLY POLICY IN
HERITASE CENTHRE WORK OF Gob. \

L\?OVIEJMBER : TIBQO while laboring at Salamanca,
N. Y., as I was in communion with God in the night
season, I was taken out of and away from myself to as-
semblies in different States, where I bore a decided testi-
mony of reproof and warning. In Battle Creek a
council of ministers and responsible men from the
publishing house and other institutions was convened,
and I heard those assemblem_ggyg&m advance
sentiments and urge measures for adoption that filled .
me mth _apprehension a and _distress.

Years before, I had been callcd to pass through a -
similar experience, and the Lord then revealed to me
many things of vital importance, and gave me warnings
that must be delivered to those in peril. On the night
of November 3, these warnings were brought to my
mind, and I was commanded to present them before
those in respounsible offices of trust, and to fail not, nor
be discouraged.  There were laid out before me. some
thmgs which I could not comprehend but the assurance

~ was given me that the Lord would not allow his people £
to be enshroudul in the fogs of worldly Skeptlclsm and
infi“Ii*‘IifyJ muR in bundles wi_th the _world; but if
wthey would OIL]L hear and follow his vome, _rendering
obedience. to his _commandments, he would lead them
above the mists of skep cism a and unbel'gf and ‘place
their feet upon: the Rock, where they mxght breathe the
atmosphere of security and trlumph e

‘While engaged in earnest prayer, I was lost to every-
thing around me; the room was filled with light, and I




was bearing a message to an assembly thgt seemed to
be the General Conference. I was moved by the spirit
of God ‘to make a most earnest appeal; for I was im-
__pressed that great danger was before us at the heart.of
the work. I had been, and still was, bowed down with
“Jistress of mind and body, burdened with the thought
that I must bear a message to our people at Battle
Creek, to warn them against.a line of.action that would
separate God from the publishing hois@usesses:
. The eyes of the Lord were bent upon the people in
: SOITOW mmgled with dis ~g}£asure, and the words were
spoken,’ @Y have somewhat mst thee, because thou
hast left thy first leve. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.” He who wept over impenitent Israel, noting
their ignorance of God, and of Christ their Redeemer,
looked upon the heart of the work at Battle Creek.
Great _peril was about_the peoplessbut some knew it
not. ~Unbelief and 1mpemtence blinded thelr eyes, “and
“—t'ﬁ'e'} trusted to human wisdom m the » of the
mﬁ?m talff mterests of the cause of God relating to
the wlshxn “Work. In the weakness: of human judg-
f f"ment men Wmmermﬂ into their finite hands the
3 klits of control, while God’s will, God’s way and coun-
el, were not sought as indispensable. Men of stub-
_born, iron-like will, both in and out of the oﬂice, were,
confederating _together, determinéd” to drive certain
measures through in accordance with their own judg-
ment. T said to them: ‘You cannot do this. The
control of these large interests cannot be vested wholly
in those who make it manifest that &mﬁkﬁlttle
experience in the things of God, and haye not spiritual
rhsccrg;ggpg, The people of God throughout our ranks

must not, because of mismanagement on the part of
g e et

A

erring men, have their confidence shaken in the impo
tant interests at the great heart of the work, whic
have a decided influence upon our churches in th
United States and in foreign lands. Iugu lay your

Jhand upon he pubhshmg work, this éreat insfrug_;g_gy- :
i ‘é sod, to place your mould and superscription

upon it, jou W lAﬁnd that it will be dangerous to your
own souls, and d]sastrous to_the work of God It will
be as gxeat asin in the slght of God as was the sin of
Uzzah when he put forth his hand to steady the ark.
There are those who have entered into other men’s

_Jabors, and all that God requires of them is to deal

justly, to love mercy, and walk humbly with God, to
labor conscientiously as men employed by the people to
do the work entrusted to their hands. Some have
failed to do this, as their works testify. Whatever may
be their position, whatever their responsibility, if they
have as much authority even as had Ahab, they will
find that God is above them, that his sovereignty is
supreme,’’

Let none of the workers exalt themselves, and seek to
carry through their ideas without the sanction and co-
operation of the people of God. They will not succeed
for God w 111 not permit it. The foundams of the in-
stltutmns among us were laid in sacrifice. They | belong

0. the people, and all who have denied self, and made
sacrlﬁces great or small according to their ability, to
bring these instrumentalities into existence, should feel
that they have a special interest in them. They should
not lose their interest, or become despondent in regard
to the success of the work. As the perils of the last
days thicken about us, they should pray more earnestly

that the work may prosper. Those jvho have lifted...

burdens  when the work went hard, should have ‘a part

_ln.lmpm;t;z.___ councxls for they acted a’part when coun-

gt e

seling together was_ consldered a far more solemn md
et




L than it is.uow. No confederacy should be
formed with unbelievers, neither should you call to-
gether a certain chosen number who think as you do,
and who will say Amen to all that you propose, while
others are excluded, who you think will not be in har-

§ mony. __1_was-ehown..that, there was great danger of
!_doing this. _

«For the Lord spake thus unto me with a strong
hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the
way of this people, saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to
all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy,
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the
Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let
him be your dread. . . . To the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” _The jyorld is not to

bs..oux.criterion, Let the Lord worllet. the.Lord’s
_voice be heard. .

Those employéd in any department of the work

Wgﬂworl“ majz Be fransformed musL not entc

into_alliance with who know notrM.Q ¢ 1 ?,g The
world know not the Fathel or the Son, and they havc no
spiritual discernment as to the character of our work,
as to what we shall do, or shall not do. We must obey
the orders that come from above. We are not to hear
the counsel or follow the plans suggested by unbelievers.
Suggestmns made by those who know not th_e work that
God is dolnﬂor this time, will be such as to ;V’éz{keu the
power of the mstrumcntahtles of God. By accepting
such suggestions, the counsel of Christ is set at naught.

There is cherished altogether too little fear, love, and

reverence for the God of heaven.  JLheresisfar too little

ith i rorkings of his provi _matters con
cerning hls cause, with t those who ax(, LOIJII(,(,te(] with
the acti ,f_,,»mwww&,ﬁg - DUblSHIDE Louse. . Why

is this? Because fheye spivitually.wise. The

great peril is in the fact that men live so far apart fror’;‘%-
Jesus that they fail to discern his voice, receive his
counsel, keep his way, and honor his name; they be-
come self-exalted, and walk in the sparks of their own
kindling. Because of this they fail to unqutaml the
devices of Satan, and are led to adopt measures “that
appear right, although they are instigated by t the artful
~spemy.of.God and man, t 21%,(‘9 2 _human_mould. upon,
the work, dxshouorlgﬁg(the name of God, .. :
As far back as 1882, testimonies of the deepest
interest on points of vital importance, were presented to
our people, in regard to the work, and the spirit that
should characterize the workers. Because these warn-
ings have been neglected, the samé

Romted out have been chefgl;gmm mlﬁ&ll& the
progress of of tl}e work, and d imperiling many sou souls. Sa't;;
is widc aw ake, and whlle men sleep, he sows hls tares.
In completing the work of rebellion, Satan is represented
as a roaring lion, going about seeking whom he may
devour. Those who are self-sufficient, who do not feel

: the necessity of constant prayer and watchfulness, will

bo ensnared, Tbrough living faith and earnest prayer
the <aentmelq of God must become partakers of the divine

nature, or they will be found professedly Work

ut in reality SIVIng their sery :
darkness. Because thelr ey i ith the
heayenly cyesalyg, their understanding will be hIlnded

and they will be ignorant of the wonderfully specious

devices of the enemy. Theig- v;s;qu!;;&lv be perverted
Mir dependencegg human v_wisdom, which 15
m s iuaaniec W
M""
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The _eye of the Lordk is_upon.all..the ywork, all, the.
plans..all the imaginings of every mind; he sees beneath

_the surface of tlnr}‘gq, dlf‘c?rnm%the thougﬂts and intents.

of the Tfeart “There is not a deed of darkness, not a
plan, not an unaormatlou of the heart, not a thought of




the mind, but that he reads it as an open book. Every
act, every word, every motive, is faithfully chronicled in
the records by the great Heart-searcher, who said, 1
know thy works.”
~Lwas shown that, the follies of Israel in the days of
_Samuel Jln be _repeated among the_people of God to-
day, unless there is greater humility, less confidence in
self, and more trust in the Lord God of Israel, the Ruler
of the people. Jt is onlx as dlvme _power is combined
ith _human effort that the Work “will abide the test.
“When men ) lean nmnger on men or on their own judg-
ment, but make God their trust, it will be made mani-
fest in every instance by meekness of spirit, by less
ng and much _more pl‘aé’ng, by the exercise of
cautlon 1n their plans and moveme . Such men Wlll
reveal “the fact that their depende ce is in God, that
they have the mind of Christ.

Again and again T have been shown titat the people
of God in these last days could not be safe in trusting
in men, and making flesh their arm. The mighty
cleaver of truth has taken them out of the world as
rough stones that are to be hewed and squared and
polished for the “heavenly building. They must be
hewed by the prophets with reproof, warning, admoni-
tion, and advice, that they may be fashioned after the
divine Pattern; this is the specified work of the Com-
forter, to transform heart and character, that men may
keep the way of the Lord. ;

I now_raise my.voice. in warning; | for you are in dan-

_gex,. The people are to know when perll is threatening
them; they are not to be left in darkness. *Son of
man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel: therefore heax the word at my mouth, and give
them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked,
Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning,
nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way,

to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will T require at thine hand.
Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his
wickedness nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his
iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Again when
a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and
commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him,
he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning,
he shall die in his sins, and his righteousness which he
hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will
I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the
righteous man that the righteous man sin not, and he
doth not sin, he shall surely live because he is warned;
also thou hast delivered thy soul.”

Since 1845 the dangers of the people of God have
from time to time been laid open before me, and I have
been shown the perils that would thicken about the
remnant in the last days. These perils have been re-
vealed to me down to the present time. Gleat _Scenes,
are soon to open before us. The Lord is commg “with

power and great glory. And Satan knows that his
usurped authority will soon be forever at an end. His
last opportunity to gain control of the world is now be-

fore him, and h i ost_decided efforts to.,

ance to opinions that will betray sacred, hol trusts.
The enmity of Satan against good, will be manifested
more and more, as he brings his forces into activity in
his last work of rebellion,_and every soulv.tgat is _not

LA -
fully surrendered to God, and kept by yine power, will

form an alllance with Satan aggmst heaven, and join in
20 -

battle ao'iainst “the Ru;g}' of, fhe 2 uniyerse,

In a vision given in 1880 I asked, * Where is the

&?‘crcomphsh the- destructlo _of the inhabitants of the,
_earth. Those ‘who beheve the truth must be as falthful

“Séntinels on the watchtower, or Satan will suggest!
specious reasonings to them, and they will give utter—x
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security for the people of God in these days of peril?”
The answer was, “Jesus maketh intercession for his
people, though Satan ,;;;apdeth at his right hand to
‘mt hlm > @And the Lord said unto Satan, The
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath
hosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee: is not this a brand
lucked out of the fire ?”” As man’s Intercessor and
Advocate, Jesus will lead all who are willing to be led,
saying, * Follow me upward, step by step, where the
clear light of the Sun of Righteousness shines.”

But not all are following the light.
away from the safe path, which at every step is a path
of humility. . God has committed to his seryants a mes-

i i

sage for this time; but this message does not i

’ijcu]ar commde with the ,,.Ldea.s of all the lmdflutg men,

and_some,, crmclse the me5§age .and_the mcssengers

They dare even to reject the words of reproof sent to

them from God through his Holy Spirit.

What reserve power has the Lord with which to reach
those who have cast aside his warnings and reproofs,
and have acgﬁl)_sdnted the testlmomes of the Spirit of God
to no higher sonrceWn human wisdom ? In the Judg-

“ment, WHat “can you “who have done this, offer to God
as an excuse for turning from the evidences he has
given you that God was in the work ¢ ¢ By their fruits
ye shall know them.” T would not now rehearse before
you the evidences given in the past two years of the
dealings of God by his chosen servants; but the present
evidence of his working is revealed to you, and you are
now under obligation to believe. You cannot neglect
God’s messages of warning, you cannot rejectethem or
treat “them lightly, but at the peril of infinite loss.

.Cayiling, ridicule,.and.nisrepresentation can be indulged

Some are moving

in_only at the cxpensewef.ibe, dehasement of your own.
souls. _The use of such weapons does not gain precious

victorieg. for _you, but rather cheapens the mind, and

i

separates the soul from God. Sacred things are brought
down to the level of the common, and a condition of
things is created that pleases the prince of darkness,
and grieves away the Spirit of God. Caviling and
criticism leave the soul as devoid of the dew of grace
as the hills of Gilboa were destitute of rain. Con:
fidence cannot bg_}glaced in the ju udgment, of. those.awho.
mdulge in_ridicule_and WQR’WW w elght
can be attached to their advice or resolutions. You
must bear the divine credentials before you make
decided movements to shape the working of God’s
cause.

To accuse and criticise those whom God is using, i§.10.
accuse and criticise the Lord, who has sent them,  All
need to cultivate their I‘ellﬂ'l()u% facu , that t:hey; may
have a right discernment of religious things. Some have
failed to distinguish between pure gold and ﬁﬁ_n—-—-’ e glitter,

WM&M

/ The_prejudices and opinions that, prevailed at Minne-
! aBohs are not, dead by any means; the seeds sown there
in_some hearts are ready to spring into life and bear.a. ¢
ilke haryest, The tops have been cut down, but the®
~mais-daye neyerbeen cradicated,, and they still bear
their unholy fruit to poison the judgment, pervert the
perceptions, and blind the understanding of those with
whom you connect, in regard to the message and the
messengers, When by thorough confession, you de-
stroy the root of bitterness, you will see light in God’s
light. Without this thorough work you will never clear
your souls. You need to study the word of God with a
purpose, not to confirm your own ideas, but to bring
them to be trimmed, to be condemned or approved, as
they are or are not in harmony with the word of God.
ZIhe. Bible should be your constant companion. You
should study the Testlfﬁomes, uo‘t‘ to -plck out_certain _
sentences to use a’s—i—(;u see fit, to. strcngthen your aaser-‘




tions, while you disregard the plainest statements given
to correct your course of action.

There has been a departure from God among
us, and the zealous work of repentance and return
to our first love essential to restoration to God and
regeneration of heart has not yet been done. .lafi-
delity has been making its inroads into our ranks;

r it is the “fashion to depart from. C'hnst _and

ﬂe  place to.skepticism, = With many the cry of the
heart has been, * We will not have this man to reign
over us.” Baal, Baal, is the choice. The religion of
many among us will be the religion of apostate Israel,
because they love their own way, and forsake the way
of the Lord. The true religion, the only religion of the
Bible, that teaches forgiveness only through the merits
of a crucified and risen Saviour, tha s right-

__eousness bx the faith of the Son_ of God, has been
shghted- s oken aga M &ndrwected akton

““fas been denounce& .as_Jeading to enthusiasm and
__fanaticism. “But it is the life of Jesus Christ in the
soul, it is the active principle of love imparted by the
Holy Spirit, that alone will make the soul fruitful.unto

good works. - The love of Christ is the force and.power

message f that, uman.

wdiRSie, What kind of a future is before us, if we shall
ia,ﬂ to come into the unity of the faith ?

When we are united in_the unity for which Christ

W ﬁcmmvggy that has bec beezl _kept_up

throug! anic c agency will 1 end %nd e ;k;%ll not see
“inei framing plans after the order of the world because
‘: twﬂave not spiritual eye:sight to dxscern sgilitua]

_W. They now see men as trees walkmg, and they
need the divine touch, that they may see as God sees,
and work as Christ worked. Then will Zion’s watch-
men unitedly sound the trumpet in clearer, louder
notes; for they will see the sword coming, and realize

the danger in which the people of God are placed.

You will need to make straight paths for your feet,
lest the lame be turned out of the way. We are sur-
rounded by the lame and halting in the faith, and you
are to help them, not by halting yourselves, but by
standing, like men who have been tried and proven, in
I know that_a_swork must be

o

principle firm as a rock.

ko

doue for the people, or many y will not be prepared to e

_Xec ’*tﬁ“é'ﬁght of the’ ngel sent down from heaven
to hghten ‘the whole earth vnth hlS mglmy ¢

“think that you will be found as vessels unto hotor in
the time of the latter rain, to receive the glory of God,
if you are lifting up your souls unto vanity, speaking

e et
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yerver:e things, in secret cherishing roots of bxtterness G

#The frown of God will cerfamly be upon ever\ soul who
cherishes and nurtures these roots of dissension, and
possesses a spirit so unlike the Spirit of Christ.

As the Spirit of the Lord rested upon me, I seemed |

to be present in one of your councils. One of your
number rose; his manner was very decided and earnest
as he held up a paper before you. I could read plainly
the heading of the paper; it was the American Sentinel.
Criticisms were then passed upon the paper and the
character of the articles therein published. Those in

council pointed to certain passages, declaring that this =

must be cut out, and that must be changed. Strong }
words were uttered in criticism of the methods of the‘
paper, and a strong unchristlike spirit prevailed. ‘ém
~axere decided and defiant.
My guide gave me words of warning and reproof to
speak to those who took part in this proceeding, who
_were not slow, to uttexr their accusatw and eondemna—
tion. In substance this was the 1eploof gwen 1: The
Lord has not presided at this council, and there is g
spirit of strife among the counselors. The minds and
hearts of these men: are not under the controlling in-
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fluence of the Spirit of God. Let the adyersaries of our
faith be the ones to suggest and develop such plans as
Jou are novf.,‘f.]_f.sfq ing. From the world’s point of view
some of these plans are not objectionable; but they are
not to be adopted by those who have had the light of
heaven. The light which God has given should be re-
spected, not only for your own safety, but also for the
safety of the church of God. The steps now being taken
by the few cannot be followed by the remnant people of
God. Your course cannot be sustained by the Lord. It
is made evident by your course of action that you have
laid your plans without the aid of Him who is mighty in
counsel; but the Lord w111 work Those who have eriti-
cised the work of God need to have their eyes anointed,
for they have felt~mighty in their own strength; but
there is One who can_bind the arm of the mwht;,
_and bring to Jaught the counsels of the prudent
The message we have to bear is not a message that

wm They are not to seek to

cover it, o conceal its orlgm and gurpoqe Its gdvocates
must_be men who will _not hold their peace day mnor

night. As those who have made solemn Yows-to God. God,
and who have been commissioned as the messengers of
Christ, as stewards of the mysteries of the grace of God,
we are under obligation to declare faithfully the whole
counsel of God. We are not to make less prominent \

the special truths that have separated us from the world, |
' B

and made us what we are; for they are fraught with
eternal interests. God has given us light in regard,j
the things that are now taking place in the last remnant
of time, and with pen and voice we are to proclaim the
truth to the world, not in a tame, spiritless way, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and power of God. The
mlghtlest conflicts are.inyolved in the furtherance of.the. 2

wge, and th(, results of its, ,pmgm]gatlou are of -
_moment to_ Qomhg&ygn and earth

The controversy between the two great powers of
good and evil is soon to be ended; but to the time of its
close, there will be continual and sharp contests. We
should now purpose, as did Daniel and his fellows in
Babylon, that we will be true to. prmuple, come what
_may. The flaming fiery “furnace heated ‘seven times
Thotter than it was wont to be heated, did not cause
these faithful servants of God to turn aside from alle-
giance to the truth. They stood firm in the time of trial,
and were cast into the furnace; and they were not for-
saken of God. The form of the Fourth was seen walk-
ing with them in the flames, and they came forth not
having even the smell of fire upon their garments.

The den of lions did not deter Daniel from a steady
adherence to duty. He did not hide his purpose or
lower his colors because death threatened him if he
stood faithful to his God. Three times a day, in the
face of the king’s decree, he sought his Lord in his
chamber, with his window open toward J erusalem. He
was cast into the den of lions, but God delivered him.

Let us look at the case of Elijah. The time has
come when he must meet his mortal enemy, the cruel
Ahab, the despot of Israel, the apostate from the re-
ligion of his fathers. In anger the king mqulres, ¢ Art
thou he that troubleth Israel?” 0¢€;

ing? Does he cringe and cower, wm

to flattery i order to mollify the feeliggs of the entaged

m&a perverted het way, and forsaken the
path of allegiance to God, and now shall the prophet, to

preserve his life, betray sacred, holy trusts? Does he

prophesy smooth things to please the king, and to obtain

his favor? Will he evade the issue? Will he conceal

from the king the true reason why the judgments of

God are falling upon the land of Israel? No; as the

messenger of God he must proclaim the truth, just such

truth as the occasion demands. He carries a great




weight of sorrow on account of the apostasy of Israel.
He must hold up before them their defection, that they
may humble themselves in the sight of the Lord, that
his fierce anger may be turned away from them. Elijah
faces the enraged king, and answers, ‘I have not
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that
ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and
thou hast followed Baalim.”
Jo-day the world is full of flatterers and dissemblers;

but (J()d forbid that those who claim to be guardlans of’

sacred trusts, shall betray the interests of God’s cause
through the insinuating suggestions and devices of the
enemy of all righteousness.

There is no time now to range ourselves on the side
of the transgressors of God’s law, to see with their eyes,
to hear with their ears, and to understand with their
perverted senses. We must press together. We must
labor to become & unit, to be holy in life and pure in
character. Let those who profess to be servants of the
living God no 0 longer bow down_ to the idol of men’s
\OEIHIOHS, no longPr be slaves 1o any shameful lust, no

longer bxmg a_ poll ted oﬁcrmg to th,mw.am,

'sta-lg_gg_ggm._ i ELLEN G. WHITE.

JLe, 141572,
Hath
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SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO OUR
MINISTERS.—NO. 2.

Dear Brethren in the Ministry : —

We feel it our duty to again send you some selections
from recent writings from Sister E. G. White, that have
not as yet been in print, and also to call attention to some
very important extracts from writings which have al-
ready been published. We do this to bring the truths
contained therein fresh to your minds ; for they are
worthy of most careful consideration.

There never was a time when the respounsibility of the
gospel ministry was so great as at present. Few really
appreciate this. As a people we have received great
light, and therefore, our responsibility is proportionately
great. Late developments indicate that we are entering
on a new era in our work. The events for which we
have been looking as indicative of the closing scenes of
this world’s history, are here. By what has already
taken place in the line of religious legislation, it is nou

difficult to ascertain our position. The image to the

beast is virtually formed : it only remains that the
further spe ion of the s to what it is to

) f elop spirit of the dragon
quite manifst, and pothing is more certain than that
the time has come when everything around us will
move with a rapidity before unknown in our work.

We see also, wherever we look, white fields, ready for
the harvest. At home and abroad the calls for help are
0 numerous that we cannot begin to fill them, Our
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soul is greatly burdened over this matter, even to dis.
tress, because, professing to be representatives of ¢ the
last message of merey” in this solemn time, our lives
and actions do not correspond with our profession.
Our people are far from being what they ought to be,
and I fear that we as ministers are greatly to blame for
such a state of things as we find among the churches.
/We have been so slow and hesitating, and so. full of
fdoubt and darkness, that we many times find our lay

{ brethren much more ready to respond to the testimony

.of the Lord than do many in the ministry. This is sad,
very sad, indeed. There needs to be a thorough waking
up, and earnest, heartfelt repentance, that we may get
into a position where God can work with us.

On every side we have evidences that the message is
rising, and about to go with power. The angel spoken
of in Rev. 18 : 1, *“ having great power ; and the earth
was lightened with his glory,” is about to do his work.
But it is possible that we may so blinded by sin that
we will no more discern the w God At this time thg'g‘

1 nthe;a sgﬁ&. e light was there,
but they saw it not. The power of God was manifested,
but their hearts were shut against it, and they could not
receive it.

For three years the Spirit of God has been especially
appealing to our ministry and people, to cast aside
their cloak of self-righteousness and to seek the

righteousness which is of God by faith in Christ '

Jesus ; but O, how slow and hesitating we have

Tnstead of feeling a poverty of spirit, and in-
stead of hungering and thirsting for righteousness, we
have felt rich and increased with goods, and in need of
nothing. The testimony and earnest entreaties of the
Spirit of God have not found that response in our hearts
that God designed they should. In some instances, we
have-felt free even to criticise the testimony and warn-
ings sent by God for our good, This is a serious matter.

—
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-~V hat is the result ? —1It is a_coldness of heart, a bar- :
renness of soul, that is truly alarmi So manifest is
this that in many fnstances our ministrations are a

source of discouragement and darkness. The worst of
all is, that the situation is not realized. There is a feel-

ing of ease and carnal security. vith _many, even
_though their work is worse than no work at all to t all to the
_Con erence, perfect freedom is felt in repo mﬂl
21 nearly so, and it 1s ex ected that the auditing com-
e T T e o

source of much iscomagement 0 the churches and the
Conference, and has a tendency to restrain the liberali-
ties of the brethren. Thus one evil follows another.
These professed laborers for God are scattering, instead
of gathering with Christ.

Is it not time to raise a voice of warning ¢ Is it not
time for each individual to take these things home to
himself, and ask, “Isit I?” We are generally so ready
to apply reproofs and warnings to some one else, or to
feel that the message is of little consequence, and so
pass it by unheeded. If we had followed the instruction
God has been giving us all these years, we would not
now be in the condition which we have described. I
will here append a few extracts from testimonies that
have been in circulation among us for years : —

“ The word of God was preached by his ministers in
early days ‘in the demonstration of the Spirit, and with
power.” The hearts of men were stirred by the proe-
lamation of the gospel. Why is it that the preaching of
the truth has mow so little power to move the people %
Is God less willing to bestow his blessings upon the la-
borers in his cause in this age than in the apostles’
L aa Sy

“We should pray as earnestly for the descent of the
Holy Spirit as the disciples prayed on the day of Pente-
cost. If they needed it at that time, we need it more
to-day. Moral darkness, like a funeral pall, covers the
earth. All manner of false doctrines, heresies, and Sa-
tanic deceptions are misleading the minds of men,




* Without the Spirit and power of God, it will be in vain
that we labor to present the truth. . , .

* Many of our ministers, in their discourses, dwell too
largely upon theory, and not enough on practical
godliness. They bave an intellectual knowledge of the
truth, but their hearts are untouched with the genuine
fervor of the love of Christ. Many have gained by the
study of our publications a knowledge of the arguments
that sustain the truth, but they have not become Bible
students for themselves. They are not constantly seek-
ing for a deeper and more thorough knowledge of the
plan of salvation as revealed in the Scriptures. While
preaching to others, they are becoming dwarfs in relig-
ious growth. They do not often go before God to plead
for his Spirit and grace, that they may rightly present
Christ to the world. . . .

“If we have the spirit of Christ, we shall work as he
worked ; we shall catch the very ideas of the Man of

- Nazareth, and present them to the people. If, in the
place of formal professors and unconverted ministers,
we were indeed followers of Christ, we would present
the truth with such meekness and fervor, and would so
exemplify it in our lives, that the world would not
be continually questioning whether we believe What
we profess. The message borne in the love of Christ,
,with the worth of souls constantly before us, would
win even from worldlings the decision, ¢ They are like
Jesustii oy

‘“Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were
laid for the children of Israel just prior to their entrance
into the land of Canaan. We are repeating the history
of that people. Lightness, vanity, love of ease and
pleasure, selfishness, and impurity, are increasing among
us. There is need now of men who are firm and fear-
less in declaring the whole counsel of God ; men who
will not sleep as do others, but watch and be sober.

Knowing as I do the great lack of holiness and power

with our ministers, I am deeply pained to see the efforts
for self-exaltation. If they could but see Jesus as be is,
and themselves as they are, so weak, so inefficient, so
unlike their Master, they would say, If my name may be
written in the obscurest part of the Look of life, it is
enough for me, so unworthy am I of his notice. . . .

‘“Heaven is not closcd against the fervent prayers of
the righteous.  Elijah was & man subject to like pas-

Lot

sions as we are, yet the Lord heard, and in a most strik-
ing manner answered, his petitions. The only reason
for our lack of power with God is to be found in our-
selves. If the inner life of many who profess the truth
were presented before them, they would not claim to be
Christians. They are not growing in grace. A hurried
prayer is offered now and then, but there is no real
communion with God.”” — Zestimony for the Chwrch,”
No. 31, pp. 153-157.

1 looked to see the humility of soul that should ever
sit ‘as a fitting garment upon our ministers, but it as
not upon them. I looked for the deep love for souls
that the Master said they should possess, but they had it
not. I listened for the earnest prayers offered with
tears and anguish of soul because of the impenitent and
unbelieving in their own homes and in the church, but
heard them not. I listened for the appeals made in the
demonstration of the Spirit, but these were missing. I
looked for the burden-bearers, who in such a time as this
should be weeping between the porch and the altar, cry-
ing, Spare thy people, Lord, and give not thine heritage
to reproach ; but I heard no such supplications. A few
earnest, humble ones were seeking the Lord. At some
of these meetings one or two ministers felt the burden,
and were weighed down as a cart beneath sheaves. But
a large majority of the ministers had no more sense of
the sacredness of their work than children. . . .

“There are many flippant talkers of Bible truth,
whose souls are as barren of the Spirit of God as were
the hills of Gilboa of dew and rain. But what we need
is men who are thoroughly converted themselves, and
can teach others how to give their hearts to God. The
power of godliness has almost ceased tosbe in our
churches. And why is this ? The Lord is still waiting
to be gracious ; he has not closed the windows of
heaven. We have separated ourselves from him. We
need to fix the eye of faith upon the cross, and believe
that Jesus is our sirength, our salvation.

‘* As we see so little burden of the work resting upon
ministers and people, we inquire, When the Lord comes,
shall he find faith on the earth ? It is faith that is lack-
ing. God has an abundance of grace and power awaiting
our demand. But the reason we do not feel our great
need of it is because we look to ourselves and not to Jesus.
We do not exalt Jesus and rely wholly upon his merits,”
— Idem, pp. 161-163.
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This is no unmeaning language. This testimony has
been with us for ten years, but how has it been heeded ?
Had we sought the Lord as we are here exhorted to do,
then the situation would have been far different from
what it now is. The past ten years have not witnessed
the advancement and growth in the work that God de-
signed there should be. The success that has attended
our ministry has not been what God would have been
pleased to have it. Comparatively few persons have en-
tered the ministry during this period. In some of our
large Conferences, there are years that pass without a
single ordination to the gospel ministry. This is not as
it should be, considering the great demand for laborers.
Take careful note of the following paragraph : —

‘ Great demands are everywhere made for the ligh
which God has given to his people ; but these calls are
for the most part in vain. Who feels the burden of con-
secrating himself to God and to his work ? Where are
the young men who are qualifying themselves to answer
these calls? Vast territories are opened before us,§
where the light of truth has never penetrated. Which
ever way we look we see rich harvests ready to be gath:
ered, but there are none to do the reaping. Prayers ar
offered for the triumph of the truth. What do you
prayers mean, brethren? What kind of success do yo
desire ?—a success to suit your indolence, your selfish
Indulgence ? —a success that will sustain and support it-
self without any effort on your part ¢’ — Idem, p. 199

Yes, there never was a time in our experience when
there were so many doors and hearts open for the truth,
nor when there were so many calls for help as now;

‘but O, how poorly prepared we are to respond to these

calls | This is a sad state of affairs. But it cannot
continue this way ; there must be a change, there will
be a change.

In a recent testimony I read these words : —

‘ Something great and decisive is to take place, and
that right early, If any delay, the character of God and
his throne will be compromised. The armory of heaven

s M

is open ; all the universe of God and its equipments are
ready. . . . Every movement in the uniYe.rse of heav_en_
is to prepare the world for the great crisis. Intensity
is taking possession of every earthly element ; and as a
people who have had great light and wonderful knoyvl-
edge, many of themn are represented .by. the ﬁ\(e sleeping
virgins with their lamps, but no Oll.lll their .vessels;
cold, senseless, with a feeble, waning piety. While a new
life is being diffused and is springing up from beneath
and taking fast hold of all Satan’s agencies, preparatory
to the last great conflict and struggle, a new light a:ud
life and power is descending from on high, and taking
possession of God’s people who are not dead, as many

now are, in trespasses and sins.” ——“W

and Conference Committees,” pp. 38! 39.

The time has already come when new light and life
and power are descending from on high, and taking pos-
session of God’s people. We know this to be so, for we
have been witnesses to this fact in recent meetings.
The onward movement has already begun. That the
message is now rising there can be no question.

This is the time, too, when the message to the Laodi-
cean church will do its work, and there will be more of
a shaking than we have seen as yet. ‘Some will not
bear this strait testimony. They will rise up against it,
and this is what will cause a shaking among God’s
people.” Please read carefully the chapter on page 131
in “Early Writings,” entitled ‘“The Shaking.”” The
very experience here described is that which we may ex-
pect to have from now on to the end. My dear brethren
in the ministry, shall we be found among the following :
“1 saw some, with strong faith and agonizing ecries,
pleading with God’’ ¢ or shall we be found among an-
other class ? described thus : * Some, I saw, did not par-
ticipate in this work of agonizing and pleading. They
seemed indifferent and careless. They were not resist-
ing the darkness around them, and it shut them in like
thick cloud. » 3

We are in danger. We have been repeatedly told, as



ministers, in extracts quoted in this article, that we are
not in possession of that interceding power with God
that we ought to have. Will we now be admonished ?
will we now seck God? We are so much in need of
efficient, earnest, God-fearirg laborers ! Everywhere
fields already white are ready for the harvest. The
work in our home Conferences is by no means finished.
No, no; what we have already done may in truth be
said to be only a beginning. Then think of the vast
numbers of people in other fields, reaching out their
hands to us for help. For many of these fields we have
as yet done nothing.  This is a matter of serious impor-
tance. Truly, here is need for humiliation of soul ;
need for the servants of God to weep between the poreh
and the altar. What can we do or say that will cause
an awakening from sleep to a full realization of the situ-
ation ? The blessing of God is “waiting our demand
and reception.” We need not grope our way in doubt
and darkness.

In the following testimony our dangers are again
pointed out to us in a way that we cannot mistinder-
stand. The question is, Will we take heed to the coun-
sel of God, and seek him with all the heart, or will we
treat these warnings with the neglect and indifference
that we have many times in the past ? God is in earnest
with us, and we must not be slow to respond.

O. A. OLsEN.

REASONS FOR INEFFICIENCY, AND THE
REMEDY. P
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_Jmmw All the advantages and privlleges

that may be multiplied for your benefit, that you should
be educated and trained, rooted and grounded in the
truth, will be no real help to you personally unless the
mind and heart is opened so that truth shall find en-

trance, and.yaumalkic.a conscientious surrender of every

bit and practice, and every sin, that has closed the

door agamst Jesus. Let the light from Christ search

every dark corner of the soul; with earnest determina-

tion adopt a right course of action. If you hold onto a

W!‘ODE' coursel as man ;' of iOll m mm > " ‘hﬂ 3

pure plinmples, be sure that for ygp JLW

_its yitalizing pOWer, and. sin.will-strengthen. This is

why many are not efﬁcient agents for the Master. Lhey
are consta ~Rrovision to please and glorify

hemselexﬁh lust in the heart. Trues
tﬁey assént to the law of ten commandments, and many

teach the law in theory; but they do not cherish its
principles. They do not obey the command of God to
be pure, to love God supremely, and their neighbor as
themselves. While constantly living a lie, can such
have strength ? Can they have confidence ? Will such
become efficient workers for God ?

The Saviour prayed for his disciples, *Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy word is truth.” But if the re-
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celver of Bible knowledge makes no change in his habits
or practices to correspond to the light of truth, what
then? The spirit is warring against the flesh, and the
flesh against the spirit; and one of these must conquer.
If the truth sanctifies the soul, sin is hated and shunned,
jecause Chnst is accepted as an honored guest, But
Christ cannot share a divided “heart; sin and Jesus are
never in co-partuership. He who accepts the truth in
sincerity, who eats the flesh and drinks the blood of the
Son of God, has eternal life. ¢ The words that I speak
unto you,” said Jesus, ‘‘they are spirit and they are
life.”” When the receiver of truth co-operatés with the

Holy Spirit, he will go weighted with the b“ﬁiﬁa,@{fwﬂ:ﬁ,

message to souls; he will never be merely a sermonizer.
6w T Dea into_the great work of
seeking and savin, g Practxcmgfb‘
TR TR
religion 0; rist, he will accomplish a good work in
winning souls,
is under bonds to God te be
minded, keeping himself in the channel of light, that
e may let his light shine to the world. When all those
who are engaged in the sacred work of the ministry
shall grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour, they will hate sin and all selfis A
noral renovathﬁrﬁlﬁﬁcon—
tinue looking to Jesus, they become conformed to his
image, and are found complete in him, not having their
own righteousness, but the righteousness that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

«The great advantage of the ministerial institutes are
n Approgiated.  THEY SFe* Poh-in-oppOrtinTIes,
hut do not accomplish half what they should, because
those who attend them do not practice the truth which
is presented before them 'in clear lines. Many who are
explaining the Scriptures to others have not conscien-
tiously and entirely surrendered mind and heart and life
to the control of the Holy Spirit.

They love sin, and
M—M
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: gllng toit. I have been shown that impure practices,
pride, selfishness, self-glorying, have closed the door of
the heart, even of those who teach the truth to others,
so that the frown of God is upon them. Qannot some
renovating power take hold of them? Have they fallen

prey to a moral disease™H cincuxable becanse
they themse | red ? Othat ‘every one
who labors in word and doctrine would heed the words
of Paul, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea-
sonable service.” -

How my heart goes out in rejoicing for those who
walk in humility of mind, who love and fear God.
They possess a power far more valuable than learnin
or eloquence. ‘‘ The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom;’?_and his love and

gold uniting the Euman agent to the divme.
e movements of llfe are sx'gnphﬁeﬁ When the chil-

dren of God are struggling with temptation, battling
against the passions of the natural heart, faith connects
the soul with the only One who can give help, and they
are overcomers, -’
May the Lord work upon the hearts of those who
have received great light, that they may depart from all
iniquity. _Behold the cross of Ca There is Jesus,
who gave his life, not that men Z t continue in sin,
not that they may have license to break the law of God,
but that through this infinite sacrifice they may be
saved from all sin. Said Christ, “I sanetify myself,
that they also might be sanctified,” by the perfection of
his example. Will those who preach the truth to others
be sanctified by the truth themselves? Will they love
the Lord with heart and miné and soul, and their neigh-
bor as themselves ? Will they meet the highest stand-
ard of Christian character ? Are their tastes elevated,
their appetites controlled 2 Are they cherishing only




noble sentiments, strong, deep sympathy, and pure pur.
poses, that they may indeed be laborers together with
God ? have the Holy Spixit to sustain usin
the conflict; for ¢ we wrestle not against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spirit-
ual wickedness in high places.”

ELLEN G, WHITE.
Melbourne, Australia, July 3, 1892.

. NEED OF DIVINE POWER AND WISDOM.

WE have been asked why it is that there is so little
power in the churches, why there is so little efficiency
among our teachers. is_that it is because
known__sin.in. yarious forms is cherished among the
rofessed followers of Chnst and the conscience be-

Shardene : ion, The answer is that
men do not walk with God, but separate company with
Jesus, and as a result we see manifested in the church
gelfishness, covetousness, pride, strife, contention, hard-
heartedness, licentiousness, and evil practices. Even
among those who preach the sacred word of God, this
istate of evil is found,;-and unless there is thorough ref-

ormation among those who are unholy and unsanctified, -
it would be better that such men should leave the min-
istry, and choose some other occupation, where their
unregenerate thoughts would not bring disaster upon
\he people of God.

The apostle exhorts the brethren, saying, * Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to stand in the evil day, and having done

all.to stand.” O what a day is_before us ! What sift-

>
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Es will there be among those who claim to be_the chil-
_dren.of God). The unjust will be found among the
just. Those who have great light and who have not
walked in it, will have darkness corresponding to the
light they have despised. W'
lesson contained in the words of Paul, “But I keep
under my body and bring it into subjection, lest that by
any means when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.” The enemy is diligently work-
ing to see who he can add to the ranks of apostasy
but the Lord is soon coming, and ere long every ca
will be decided for eternity

spond wi auoug}l given ther

numbered on the Lord’s side...- ¢

We are waiting and watching for the grand and awful
scene which will close up this carth’s history. But we

are not simply to be waiting; we are to be vigi
wtQrking with reference -to this s§1§§§ eyent, - The liv-
ing church of God will be waiting, watching, and work-
ing. None are to stand in a neutral position. ~All are
to represent Christ in active, earnest effort to save’
perishing souls. Will the church fold her hands now %’
Shall we sleep as is represented in the parable of the
foolish virgins ¢ Every precaution is to be taken now;
for hap-hazard work will result in spiritual declension,
and that day will overtake us as a thief. The mind
eeds to be strength S
reasons of our faith. The soul-temple is to be purified
by the nly the pure in heart will be able to
stand against the wiles of Satan.

We are not to copy the world’s practices, and yet we
are not to stand aloof from the people of the world; for
our light must shine amid the moral darkness that cov-
ers the earth. There is a sad lack in the church, of
Christian love one for another. This love is easily ex- i
tinguished, and yet without it we cannot have Christian. =
fellowship, nor love for those for whom-Christ died. . }




«Lur. brethren need . to take heed, to.the-injunction,
“But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing
that they do gender strifes. And the servant of the
Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt
to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that
oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.” We

w meet clooked elements fn the WQFM
In th h. Men will 4 come cIalmlug to have great
light; but those who have experience in the cause of
God, will see that what they present as light is great

arkness. Men of this..class.will have to be treated
acwrdluwnons of the \‘yord of Gogw

Those who are in error may become excited in advocat—
ing their views, but those who are walking in the light
+{can afford to be calm, gentle with the erring, *‘apt to
teach,”’ making manifest the fact that they have asked

nd received wisdom of God. Theywill have no occasion
1o mose. excitedly,. but.occasion to. move wisely, pa-
tiently, ‘‘in meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves.”
% The time has come when those who are rooted and

s S o L e
i “fitmness and

rounded in the truth
decision, may make known the fact that they are un-

oved b ;. he ign
rant and waverin ‘Without foundation men will make
statemeuts with all the positiveness of truth ; but it is

.of no use to argne with them concerning tl theu SRADOUS

assertions. The best wagwt .deal N&Ml;rm 1s 8 Lo pre- -
sent the truth, and T"”e wild ideas to die out 1t for wal it
of notice. ontrasted with truth, the weakness of er-
ror is made apparcnt to every intelligent mind.

more the erroneous assertions of o

better the cause of erro The more publicity

Lo3h —

is given to the suggestions of Satan, the better pleased
is his Satanic majesty ; for unsanctified hearts will be
prepared to receive the chaff that he provides for them.
We shall haye to meet diﬂiculties of thj
e church.  Men will make a world of an atom and an
atom of a world. _#
Cannot we do more for the churches, that they may
\‘: be aroused to act upon the light already given ?
W&gﬁw The lowliest as
well as mightiest have been endowed with influence
talent to him, each working in his appointed place of
duty. The Lord expeets every one to do his best.
When light shines into the heart, he expects our work to
correspond with our light, to be in accordance with the
measure of the fullness of Christ which we have received.
The more we use our lxgowle(lgg and exercise our _pow-
3 ers; the more knowledom we shall have, the more power
b we shall acsmre Lo do more and bm
ents are not our own,m«)r&’s prom
which we are to trade. We are responsible for the use
or the abuse of the Lord’s goods. God calls upon men
to invest their intrusted talents, that when the Master
cometh he may réceive his own with usury. With his
own blood Christ has purchased us as his servants.
Shall we serve him ¢ _Shall we now study to sh W our-
selves- approved unto Go ow by ar ae
tions that we are stewards of his grace ? Every effort

put forth for the Mastexj, pro gted bl a g re@%&!
3 ng.to
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truste ) When the good

“ steward retums hls talents with usury, he will' elaim
nothing. He will realize that they are the talents that
God delivered unto him, and will give glory to the Master.
He knows that there would have been no gain without




S

the deposit, no interest without the principal. He will

say, ¢ Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents;. behold,

I have gained beside them five talents more.” Let the

church now consider whether they are putting out to

usury the capital the Lord has given. Without the

grace of Christ, every soul would have been bankrupt !

for eternity; therefore we can rightfully claim nothing. | RETURN TO THE FIRST LOVE. b

But while we can_claim nothing, Jyet when we are faith-

Lul stewards,the Lord rewards us as if the mer : ~LHE reason so many fail to ;haye success is that tha
‘ Ty Sl SR trust yes, altogether too mucﬁ “@nd" do not
il . 21l our own. He says, “W L]l done, thou good and faith- { &_.._J&-MS.LW“ )

ful servant

; thou hast been faithful over a few things, feel the positive pecessity of abi g in (Jh‘iSt as they’

I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou ‘ M and save that whi h is lost. Until they
into the joy of thy Lord.” ow many will mourn for | have the mind of Chﬁm*aud teach the truth as it is in
Tost opportunities when i 1smay Jesus, they will not accomplish much. I walk with
we have talent and opportunity, but we know not how 3 trembling before God. I know not how to speak or
long these may be ours. Then let us work while it is i trace with pen the large subject of the atoning sacrifice.
day; for the night cometh in which no man can work, ' I know not how to present subjects in the living power
‘ Blessed are those servants whom the Lord when he ) In which they stand before me. Wmt“
cometh shall find so doing.” ErLLex G. WaITE. ssdsball. belittle. the great L.plan..of salvat!glmlwbmv .cnheﬂap
July 3, 1892. Jords, I bow my soul in awe and reverence before
God, and say, Who is sufficient for these things ¢ How
can I talk, how can I write to my brethren, so that they
will catch the beams of light flashing from heaven %
What shall I say ?
The atmosphere of the church is so frigid,.its, spirit.is
women.-¢annot. |
0r endure the example of prxmltllgMQMng
2 ty. The warmth of their first love is frozen up, and
unless they are watered over by the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, their candlestick will be removed out of its place,
©xcept they repent, and do their first works. The first
works ol fﬁe church were seeg, when the believers
sounrht out fxie ives, and acquaiutances, and
with hearts overﬂow ng ‘with love, told the stor: y of what

Jesus was to them, and what they were to Jesus, O
that the Lord would | awaken those who are in responsl-

bl positions, lest they undertake to do work, relying
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lipon their own smartness. The work that comes fortl;\
oy L
from their hands will lack the mould and superscripti }{‘

of Christ.

Selﬁshness mars all that unconsecrated workers do.
They have need to pray always, but they do not. They
need to watch unto prayer. They have need to feel
the sacredness of the work; but they do not feel this.
They handle sacred things as they do common  things.
Smual thmvs ‘are spxutually discerned, and until they
can drink of the water of life, and Christ be in them as
a well of water, springing up unto everlasting life, they
will refresh no one, bless no one; and except they re-
pent, their candlestick will be removed out of its place.
There is need of enduring patience, of invincible charity,
of omulpoteut faith in_the work of saving souls. Self
must .not,_be prominent. Wisdom from Christ must be
exercised in dealing with human minds.

Every worker who deals with souls successfully must

come to the work divested of self. There can be no

i ~scaldine or fretting, no afblgrar'z _authority exercised, no
putting forth of the finger and speaking vanity; but
come to the work with hearts warmed with love for
Jesus, and for precious souls for whom he died. _Those

self-sufficient cannot conceal their weakness-
They will come to the trial with overween ence
in themselves, and make manifest the fact that Jesus

is not with them. These self-sufficient souls are not
few, and they have lessons to earn, by a hard exgeri-

ence of discomfiture and defeat. Few have the grace
to welcome such_an experience, and many backslide
under the trial. hey blame circumstances for th
discomfiture, i not a
" by others. .y would humble themselv:

hand o ould tea

Those who do not learn every day in the school of
Christ, who do not spend much time in earnest

Gyt g

branches; for if they do, human depravity will surely
overcome them, and they will lift up their souls unto
vanity. Those who become co-workerss with Jesus
Christ, and who have spirituality to discern spiritual

things, will feel their need of virtue and of wisdom fr:
Heaven in hanﬂh'ng HS“Work. There are some who

'm nor shine, yet are contented. They are

in a wretchedly cold and indifferent condition, and a
large number who know the truth, manifestly neglect
duty, for which the Lord will hold them accountable.
God has given us Jesus, and in him is the revelation
of God. Our Redeemer says, “If a man love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
‘“Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard
from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from
the beginning remain in you, ye shall continue in the
Son, and in the Father. If we know God, and Jesus
Christ whom he has sent, unspeakable gladness will

come to the soul Qs how we need mg gixlne Eresencel

For the ba f_the Hol ; Smt ever w01ker should

agents, and
SpiLitee For ten days the disciples prayed before the
Pentecostal blessing came. It required all that ti

2 g of what it meant o’;

it ﬁlled all the place where they were assembled, and
endowed with power, they went forth to do effectual
work for the Master.
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Altogether too lich
to do the sacred work c
s carelessness Junconverted men.are.at,
WOrk in mxsswnagy ﬁeldsI gmg are full of passionate

lusts, who are unt are | uuhol; Though
s0m: em have been often reproved, they have

not changed their course, and their lustful practices
bring reproach upon the cause of God. What will be
the fruit of such labor? Why do not all our workers
remember that every word, good or evil, must be met

again in the Judgment ? Everx msgua.mg_p, MQ M

Spmt leading

If the workers reahzed th tnl respousxbllity
that rests upon them, would they enter upon the work
without a deep sense of its sacredness? Shopld.ave not

«EXpeckotousee, the deep.movings of the. Spisitof, God
upon men who present themselves to enter the ministry ?
B o PR oy e g
and make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts
thereof.” Let every soul heed these words, and know
that the Lord Jesus will accept of no compromise. In
accepting and retaining workers who persist in retaining
their imperfections of character, and do not give full
proof of their ministry, the standard has been greatly

lowered. There are many in responsible ,ositious who
do r not. hee 3

rovision for fulﬁll n the lust of the ﬂesh Uu]ess the

worker mm Jesm ds in him
wisdom, sanctification, and_redemption, how can he rep-
resent the religion of Jesus ? All his efficiency, all his
reward, is found in Christ. There must be evidence on
the part of those who take the solemn position of shep-
herds, that they have without reservation, dedicated
themselves to the work. They must take Christ as
their personal Saviour. Why is it that those who have

made of sclecting meh
0 nds.

el

been long engaged in the ministry, do not .grow in
grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus ? Jl.hawe .
t the

and do only such things as agree with their tastes and
Ideas. ~They make provision for In ulgence in pride

and carry

J They are ;gll of self—esteem But althouv‘h
their evil propensities may seem to them as precious as

the right hand or the right eye, they must be separated
from the worker, or he cannot be acceptable before God,
Hands are laid upon men to ordain them for the min-
istry before they are thoroughly examined as to their
qualifications for the sacred work; but how much better
would it be to make thorough work before accepting
them as ministers, than to have to go through this rigid
examination after thcy have become established in their
position, and have put their mould upon the work.

The following quotation shows what true consecra-
tion will do, and this is what we should require of our
workers: —

‘‘ Harlan Page consecrated himself to God, with a
determination to live and labor to promote the Lord’s
glory, in the salvation of the perishing. ¢ When I first
obtained hope,’ he said on his dying bed, ‘I felt that I
must labor for souls. I prayed year after year that God
would make me the means of saving some.’ His
prayers. were signally answered.. Never did Page lose
an opportunity of holding up the lamp to souls. By
letters, by conversation, by tracts, by prayers, by ap-
peals, and warnings, as well as by a holy and earnest
example, did he try to reclaim the wandering, or edify
the believer. In factories, in schools, and elsewhere did
this m¢chanic labor, and nn]v the mighty power of grace
can explain how one so humble could achieve so much.
His life is a speaking comment on the words, ‘ God hath
chosen the foolish things of this world to confound the
wise; God hath chosen the weak things of this world to
confound the things which are mighty; and base things,
and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea,
and things which are not, to bring to nought things
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that are.’ ‘Our faith in eternal realities is weak,’ he
eried, ‘and our sense of duty faint, while we neglect the
salvation of our fellow-beings. Let us awake to our
duties, and while we have tongue or pen, devote them
to the service of the Most High, not in our own
strength; but with strong faith and firm confidence.’”

We have increased light. We have a solemn, weighty
message to bear to the world, and God designs that his
chosen disciples shall have a deep experience, and be
endowed with the power of the Holy Spirit. ‘The Lord
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh at the outward
appearance; but the Lord looketh upon the heart.”
This was alesson that David never forgot, and in his dy-
ing testimony to Solomon he said, ¢ And thou, Solomon
my son, know the God of thy father, and serve him
with a perfect heart and with a wiiling mind; for the
Lord searcheth all hearts, and wunderstandeth all the
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will

be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast
thee off forever.”

We are living in an important period of this earth’s
history; and with the light of truth shining upon us, we
cannot now be excused for a moment in meeting a low
standard. As co-workers with Christ, we are privileged
to share with Christ in his suffering. We are to look at
his life, study his character, and copy the pattern.
What Christ was in his perfect humanity, we must be;
for we must form characters TOF GEETHITY, = ===

July 15, 1892. ELLEN G. WHITE.

g
THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AWAITS
OUR DEMAND AND RECEPTION.

JUsT prior to his leaving his disciples for the heavenly
courts, Jesus encouraged them with the promise of the
Holy Spirit. This promise be]ong_suas much to us as it
did to them, and yet how rarely it is presented before
the people, and its reception spoken of in the church.
JIn_consequence of this silence upon this most important

wsme, what promise do we know les v_g_gbout by its prac:
s tical fulfillment than this rich promise of the gift of the
mmmeﬁlgggn,,c&s&&mmea m,az._g,..*

i wdaborf . The promise of the Holy Spirit_is,
casually brought into our discourses, is igcidentally .
&]’]w Prophecies have been
dwelt upon, doctrines have been expounded, but that
which is essential to the church in order that they may
grow in spiritual strength and efficiency, in order that
the preaching may carry conviction with it, and souls be
converted to God, has been largely left out of minis-
terial effort. !hIS =ub!ect ha% benn Sset aside, as if
some time in the future wou lwgyw its LODSId‘
eration. ther blessings and privileges have been
presented before the people until a desire has been
awakened in the church for the attainment of the bless-
ing promised of God; but the impression concerning the
Holy Spirit has been that this gift is not for the church
),Lmb“t that at _some time in the future it would be
necessary for the church to receive it. _This mi
sing, if claimed by faith, would brin all other

<blessings.n iis.ixain, and it is to be given liberally to_
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the people of God. Through the cunning devices of the
enemy the minds of God’s people seem to be incapable
' of comprehending and appropriating the promises of |
God They seem to think that only the scantiest show- |

ers of ‘grace are to fall upon the thirsty soul. The !

people of God have accustomed themselves to think that |

they must rely upon their own efforts, that little help is : |

to be received from heaven; and the result is that they |

have little light to communlcate to other souls who are ¢ 7
The church has long been’

ing in error and darkuess.
contented with little of the blessing of God; they haye
not felt the ueed of reaching up to the exalted privileges
strength has been feeble, their expenence of a dwarfed
and crippled character, and they are disqualified for the
work the Lord would have them to do. They are not
able to present the great and glorious truths of God’s
holy word that would convict and convert souls through
the agency of the Holy Spirit. ower of God
awaits nand and reception. A harvest of ioy

ill be rea those who sow the hol ‘

“He that goeth forth and weepeth, beairing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him.”

The world have reccived the idea from the attitude
of the church, that eople are indeed a joyless
people, that the service of Chyist. s unattractive, that
the bless ng of bggtowew‘mo the
receivers. By dwelling upon our trials, and making
much of difficulties, we misrepresent God and Jesus
Christ, whom he has Sents e pat eaven is
made unattractive by the gloom that gathcrs about the
soul of the believer, and many turn in disappointment
from the service of Christ. But are those who thus
present Christ, believers 2 — No, for believers rely upon

the divine promise, WSQH‘R IS 2 com[oxtg_g,,
as well.as.a reprover,

x

S B

The Christian must build all the foundation if he would
build a strong symmetrical character, if he would be
well balanced in his religious experience. It is in this
way that the man will be preparcd to meet the demands
of truth and righteousness, as they are represented in
the Bible; for he will be sustained and energized by the
Holy Spirit of God. - He He who is a_true ChrmMom-

bines great tenderness of lggl;g.xm;eat ficmness of

urpose, with unswerving fidelity to God; he will in no
BTSN - -

cred t trusts He who is

that is uncong uerable
Dec. 28, 1891.

FURTHER COMMENTS AND EXTRACTS.

WE must realize that we are placed under great re-
sponsibilities to God and to his cause by such carnest
and solemn admonitions as the foregoing., There- can
be no excuse for us for continuing in a wrong way.

.0f success and our lack of _power
w1th God is omted out that we are
dark.  Our slljns and ou!; 5“erong Wgs,';s havmn faith-
'ffﬂ"ly set before us, but we are not left without hope;
for the remedy has also been pointed out. Now it is
our privilege to repent of sin, and to know the power of
God’s saving grace. The Holy Spirit awaits our demand

and reception. What more can the Lord do for us than
that which he has already done? But our danger is
that we will not make application of these admonitions
to our individyal selves. I would intreat you in the
name of the Master to give heed to this blessed instruc-
tion. God give us true, godly sorrow, should be our
prayer. (See 2 Cor. 7:10, 11.)

We have been plainly told that the standard of the
ministry must be raised, and also that if we do uot
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come where we will meet the mind of God, we will be
severed from the work. These are very solemn words
to me, and I desire that they shall have their full effect
on my own heart. Nothing can be more certain than
that if we do not take heed to the counsel from the
Lord, we shall be left to go into still greater darkness.

From a letter from Sister White, dated Sept. 1, 1892,
I quote the following: —

‘¢ Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write:
These thing saith he that holdeth the seven stars in
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks; I know thy works, and thy labor,
and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them
which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they
are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
and hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s
sake hast labored, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless
I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works: or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent.’

\’(;-u He who was seen by John in the vision, in the

midst of the golden candlesticks, represents Qu:x_l‘sfill&g_g%
aﬁm arom_church. to.

walking _among...them,..going  abolt Trom _ch =
church, Irom congregation to.congregation, and from.

_soul to.soul. Here is unwearied vigilance. While the
under-shepherds may be asleep, or engrossed with mat-
ters of small importance, he that keepeth Israel doth
not slumber nor sleep. He is the true watchman. e
ustainin i e_secret
and i We are kept by the power o
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift
of God. ™~
“The Lord Jesus gave the message to John to be
written, to come down through the ages to the end of
the world. Words of commendation are spoken to the
church of Ephesus; the ‘ Well done’ is pronounced on
the good and faithful servant; but the message does
not close here. The Saviour says: ¢ Nevertheless I have
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first
love.” This has been brought in clear lines before me
again and again, and I have presented it to the people

o 5 S0

with pen and voice. Does this striking message mean
nothing to us ? Is it in no sense applicable ? Why are
not such solemn warnings contemplated ? Why do not
all, with watchfulness and humility and confession,
manifest that repentance that needeth not to be re-
pented of ? Why do_so many pass on without taking
heed ? Is love abiding in the church ? Is it not almost

extinet ¢ With mapy th ‘»MﬁW
cooled. 7S . e love of

-mﬁhrhas waxed cold. The True Witness represents
all who have left their first love as fallen. Did he not
know their peril ? ‘Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.’

y\"fShall these heart-searching truths continue to be
passed by with indifference by the churches ?
Qe first love h e

been but 1

been neglected, has been
cherished; the iritual;;& g'x}g’a lack

of spiritual eye-sight is the resy)tgn:

“The only hope for our churches of to-da.yj is to re-

ir Lork. - The name of Jesus does

not kindle the heart with love. A mechanical, formal

the place of deep, férvent Chatii

grne: nE another, W.II any g 0

he solemn ‘monition, urn ye, turn ye; for why will

ye die ?’ Fall upon the Rock, and be broken : then let
rd Jesus pr jou, mould and fa“llim}’..

: : Jou,.as. a.
to honor. ~Well may the people fear and trem-
ble under these words: ‘Except thou repent, I will come

unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out
of h’s place.” What then ¢ ¢If therefore the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!?” <_ .

X The above needs no comment. It is a most solemn
and beart-searching message. God help us to take heed
lest our light go out in that great darkness!

Here follows another extract from the same letter,
~Which is full of meaning indeed: —
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' One matter burdens my soul: Th .

dove of God.axhich.has. been JOSE thiough continued

esistance.of lightand truth, and the.i

0560
who_ha¥e-heed.gugaged 1 active labor, who in the face..
of evide iled upon evidence, ha LWM

; CSRELICH. AR,

message God has sent. I point
them to the nation agﬁ"‘ ﬁsk; MuStWe Teave our
brethren to pass over the same path of blind resistance,
till the very end of probation ? »If ever a people needed
true and faithful watchmen, who will not hold their
peace, who will ery day and night, sounding the warn-
ing God has given, it is the Seventh-day Adventists.<
Those who have had great light, blessed opportunities,
who like Capernaum have been exalted to heaven in
point of privileges, shall_they, by

d ndivg to 1l

_dight given ¢ 7

¢ Trulysthese are earnest words, and may God forbid
that one of us should fail to take heed to this faithful
counsel.

7 The week of prayer is now near at hand, and we have

every reason to expect a gracious outpouring of the
Spirit of God. Many are hungering and thirsting after
righteousness, and the promise of the Lord is that they
shall be filled. Never were we more needy of. God’s
blessing than now, and never was God more willing to
bestow his blessing. As ministers we should properly
lead out in the work. May this be so indeed at this
time. The Spirit of God is awaiting our demand and
reception. Just as surely as we seek the Lord with all
the heart, so surely he will be found of us.

% The time for the next General Conference is also close
at hand. This will be a very important meeting. Every
movement shows that we are living in the very close of
time. [OX, s f arged plans to meet the
demands of God at this time. The message is for the
world, for every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.
These plans will call for large sums of money to carry
them into effect. Will the money come? It must
come. The message will go with power, and the earth

SR e

is to be lightened with its glory. The time has now
come when we should heed the following: —

.. “We ought now to be heeding the injunction of our
Saviour, ‘Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide
yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the"
heavens that faileth not.’ Itis now that our brethren
should be cutting down their possessions, instead of
increasing them. We are about to move to a better
country, even a heavenly. Then let us not be dwellers
upon the earth, but be getting things into as compact a
compass as possible.”—* Testimony,” No. 31, p. 148.

¥ These things should be set before our people in a
. proper way. Much means that ought to go into the

~caunse of God is wasted, and it is Satan’s studied plan
that it should be so.

-+ We must look largely to you, brethren, to interest

- yourselves in these things. The results of the week of
prayer, both as to the degree of the spiritual blessing
and also the amount of money that will be contributed,
will depend largely on your faithfulness.

, ¥ The following quotation from ¢Early Writings,”
pPp. 40-42, is of much significance at this time, and
our people must have these things set before them in
no uncertain way. But this I am fully aware of, that
that which will lead our people to contribute liberally
as God has blessed them, is the love of Christ in the
heart ; therefore spiritual revival is the matter of first
importance: —

.~ “I saw that some of the poeple of God are stupid
and dormant, and but half awake ; they do not realize
the time we are now living in. . . . I begged of Jesus
to save them, to spare them a little longer, and let them
see their awful danger, that they might get ready before
it should be forever too late. The angel said, ¢ Destruc-
tion is coming like a mighty whirlwind.? T becged of
the angel to pity and to save those who loved this world,
who were attached to their possessions, and were not
willing to cut loose from them, and sacrifice to speed
the messergers on their way to feed the hungry sheep
~ Who were perishing for want of spiritual food. <=
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¢ As I vlewed poor souls dying for want of the present
truth, and some who professed to believe the truth were
letting them die, by withholding the necessary means
to carry forward the work of God, the sight was too
painful, and I begved of the angel to remove it from
me. I saw that when the cause of God called for some
of their property, like the young man who came to Jesus
(Matt. 19:16-22), they went away sorrowful; and that
soon the overflowing scourge would pass over and sweep
their possessions all away, and then it would be too
late to sacrifice earthly goods, and lay up a treasure in
heaven.

¢*I then saw the glorious Redeemer, beautiful and
lovely; that he left the realms of glory, and came to
this dark and lonely world, to give his precious life and
die, the just for the unjust. He bore the cruel mocking
and scourging, wore the platted crown of thorns, and
sweat great drops of blood in the garden, while the
burden of the sins of the whole world was upon him.
The angel asked, ‘What for?’ O! I sawand knew that
it was for us; for our sins he suffered all this, that by
his precious blood he might redeem us unto God.

“Then again was held up before me.those who were
not willing to dispose of this world’s goods to save per-
ishing souls by sending them the truth while Jesus stands
before the Father pleading his blood, his sufferings, and
his death for them, and while God’s messengers are
waiting, ready to carry them the saving truth that they
may be sealed with the seal of the living God. It is
hard for some who profess to believe the present truth,
to even do so little as to hand the messengers God’s
own money, that he has lent them to be stewards over.

 The suffering Jesus, his love so deep as to lead him
to give his life for man, was again held up before me;
also the lives of those who professed to be his followers,
who had this world’s goods, but considered it so great a
thing to help the cause of salvation. The angel said,
‘Can such enter heaven ?’ Another angel answered,
¢ No, never, never, never. Those who are not interested
in the cause of God on earth, can never sing the song of
redeeming love ‘above.’ I saw that the quick work that
God was doing on earth would soon be cut short in
righteousness, and that the messengers must speed
swiftly on their way to search out the scattered flock.
An angel said, ¢ Are all messengers?’ Another an-

swered, ‘No, no; God’s messengers haye a_message. -

PR

- ‘The mighty shaking has commenced, and will go
on, and all will be shaken out who are not willing to
take a bold and unyielding stand for the truth, and
to sacrifice for God and his cause. The angel said,

«Lhink ye that any will be compelled to sacrifice? No, _
no. It MUSt'De 4 free-will offering. 1t will take'all to

buy the field.’ I eried to God to spare his people, some
of whom were fainting and dying. Then I saw that
judgments of the Almighty weré speedily coming, and
I begged of the angel to speak in his language-
people. Said he, ‘All the thunders and Jightnings
Mount Sinai would not move those who will not be
moved by the plain truths of the word of God, neither
would an angel’s message awake them.’ <

In closing we earnestly pray that God will bless the
solemn admonition he has sent us for our good. By
God’s grace I will take them to my heart. Heaven is

light, and that light is for us. I am, fully as-
sured of this, that if we do not heed these faithful
counsels, it ‘will 2o ill with us. But I have- great con-

fidence in God, and believe we shall see of hi
among his people, and t age.)

-

with & power

; known heretofore,  Commending you to God’s love,
- I am your brother and fellow-laborer in Christ,

0. A. OLSEN.
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