
CHAPTER Om
A CALL TO EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS IN SOUTHERN 

CALIFO HJIA

Ikirlng the nine years of her labors In Australia;, Mrs0 So Go 

White wrote many messages of protest against the building op of large 

©enters3 as had been done in Battle Creeks Especially did she warn of 

the evils resulting from the enlargement of the great Sanitarium in that 

placeo She pointed out not only that means were thus used in one plaee 

that should he distributed in the needy places of earth0 but that there 

was danger that in a large sanitarium a spirit of telf-suffieienoy and 

pride  ̂ while ministering to the wealthy 0 should supplant the spirit of 

unselfish service that brings the gospel of health to the poor as well 

as to the rioh®

But it was dlffioult fbr those leading out in medical missionary 

work to grasp the new vision of the diffusion of the gospel of health 

from many centers rather than from a few., Therefore * notwithstanding 

the repeated warnings against centralising influences^ and the appeals 

to distribute the workers and the facilities, some continued to plan 

for combining many interests under a central controls It is with this 

picture in mind that w 9 may best understand the repeated instruction 

to those entrusted with the work in Southern California,.

In these messages it  was stated many times that there were to be 

a number of Sanitariums,) also that they should not be located in large 

cities, hut in beautiful country places? with small treatment rooms 

and restaurants in oities adjoining them to aot as feederso

Many times In the history of the Seventh-day Adventist movement0 
God has anticipated plans that to human appearances appear wise? but that 

ere not in harmony with His infinite wisdom* And once again? in His divine 

forceight0 He sent messages through His servant to turn aside a plan to

canter the medical work in Southern California in the midst of the oil#

of Los Angel©8o
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"In. August 1901;” wote :trs , '.tliits "‘while attending the 
Loo Angler camprjeotiugy I wjs in the visio-s of the night* in a 
council meetlngo The question under cona iderat ion was the estab­
lishment of a sanitarium in Southern California^ By a one it was 
urged that this sanitarium ahould he Built in the oity of Los 
Angeleso and the objections to establishing it out of the oity 
■were pointed onto Other a spoke of the advantages of a country 
locationo

"'There was among us One who presented thie matter very 
clearly and with the utmost *implioi*y<> He told us that it would 
be a mistake to establish a sanitarium within the city limits © A 
Sanitarium should have the advantage of plenty of land0 so that 
the invalids can work in the open air* For nervous 3 gloomy* feeble 
patlentSo outdoor work is invaluable© 0 0 0

"Life in the open air is good for body and mind 3 It is (5od*s 
medioine for the restoration of health* Pure eirs good water* 
eaishinsa tne beautiful surroundings of nature* '—'these are His 
means for restoring the siok to health in natural ways©"

—Toutjmoniea for the Church, Fol© 7* Po 35©

Kerch 33 20* 19027 about oix tenths after this view was given to 

tne hordes servant* a council of the leading brethren in the Southern

California Conference w&a b$ing held in boa lagelss© The restaurant 

w o t nad the work of the treatment rooms in Los Angelas had been 3uco- 

tssfulj and it; «ras fe lt Vvuxt tuo enterprises should cs enlargedand 

that ocmacdious buildings should he err octal for tier, rather than to 

continue paying rento

A bleak of land ws*3 secured on Second and Hill Street cc. which it

nropoeed to erect a mammoth sanitarium* five stories in height 3 with 

on© hundred roc-ms 3 Another lot at ion for a large food factory had. been 

selected on Sast First Street i: the very heart of tha oity., For these 

enWrcrises $120,000 was to be torrowedU It was believed that the profits 

of the Food factory would be large* and would Assist in pacing off the 

indebtedness incurred in the construction of tns buildings 4

And new again* as had o e w ifi l many timss* a massage frois Be a w

♦was received at tne exact ti*Y»a - it was needed* .%iile the orowhren in *

council we're favorably cansidering these plans* two documents were ro­

ue ived by the president of the Southern California Confer ones from Sis- 

c*r ??hitew entitled* "She Southern California Sanitarium," rnd "i'he



Location cf the Sanitarium in Southern Californiao" In one of thea# 0 

dstod Haroii 17̂  1902,* she said*

"Laet night the 8am© scenes passed before me that passed be* 
foro me thirty-fire years ago0 when the light was siren to establish 
a sanitarium that would be the means of educating many souls In re* 
gard to the right principles of living and of bringing them to a 
knowledge of the truth* We must establish sanitariums for this 
purposeo And they must be so conducted that God oan co-operate with 
the of fort 3 made in thea to relie re physical and spiritual sufferingo
l> 0 O

"During the past three tiights li$ it has been giren me that 
in the medical missionary work we have lost great advantages by 
failing to realise the need of a change in our plane in regard to 
the location of sanitariums © It ia the Lord*o w ill that our 
sanitariums shall be established outside the city® These institu­
tions nro to be places in which those who conduct them and those 
who come to them for treatment} w ill be giren every opportunity for 
obtaining a rich spiritual experience* * « o

"The ni$it before lasta so many things were presented to me 
that I arose about half peat teuj saying, ’ I  thank the Lord for 
thus teaching me that in our sanitariums we con do more than simply 
give treatmento9 The sick should be taught that they are to surrender 
themselves0 body, soul j and spirit* to Christ;> whose they are by 
creation and by redemption* « * * Let the patients be educated to 
commune with Christ.* He la the scarce of power and goodnessQ He 
is looking down on this world with pity* seeking to draw tools to 
Himself«

"Let cur nodical institutions be established on extensive tracts
of land, where the patients w ill have an opportunity for outdoor ex­
ercise* This w ill prove to be one means for their restoration to
health* ® o <»

"The Sanitarium should not bo established in any city0 Future 
developments will reveal this so plainly that a ll w ill understand the 
meaning of the words that the Lord has giren me to speak to you®"

—343— 42-1902

In the other manuscript0 the following statements occuri

"In the visions of the night I hare been writing letters^ 
and I dare not put off longer the work to be done* Ni$it after nl&it 
I am awakened at eleven* twelve0 and one o9 clock with a message from 
the Lord0 and I arise at once, and begin to wfite* fearing that i f  I 
do not9 I shall forget the instruction giren me > Thus it was when 
I was at Los Angeles* In the night season 2 was in a council meet» 
ing* and the question under consideration wns the establishment of 
a sanitarium in Southern California , One brother urged that it 
would be best to have the sanitarium in the oitjr of Los Angeles9 and 
he no Luted cut the objections to establishing the sanitarium on# of 
the city® « * <->

"The time has come when those who w ill be most benefited hgp
our ins tit at loneo understand by experience that a city is not the 
beat place in which to establish a sanitarium Then again* the ^



it lay for buil&Luga la to bo far leas thsai men- is their own i 
t*ud*5ae«fc wrmld decide > Offers of buildings oi; a low price I
w ill be received from men of the world w!-«> art* favorable to ?
madioal missionary work- All thee© things should he taken into
considers^ lone, Taka :ulm:risgo of favorable offers j Often 
there are off-xrod at a low prioe country places on which are 
biildingM that oo .Id bo utilised for sanitaria® worko I f  the 
group*!* fw-r *xtcnaivo* rj.4 if  the sorrouidingw are beautified 
by omanentiti. mid fruit treea* «e should ccisidor these as 
srtroiag reasons why should scmr© such place* for sanitarium 
worko” — ^--4,1—1902

In the face of such clear and definite instruction,-, the plan for 

building the sanitarium was dropped* ’The large food factory0 however9 
was built on $ast First Streeto These unwise plana end mves resulted 

in groat financial disc our agement This was one of the reasons why

the sanitarium work in Southern California was greatly weakened and

delayed-,

Perplexed because of the situation created by the abandonment of 

plana for a large sanitarium in bos Angeles* a few of the leading brethren

met at the home of *Srs* *̂hit© on April 13S 1902- to consider how beet to

carry out the instruction that had come-, In counseling with these brethren* 

Mrsa White .gave sddod reasons for not building up largo sanitariums in the 

cities-)

"Our sanitariums should not be established in the large cities-w 
the .aid,- '’According to the 1 i:^bt that the herd hr© given me* in a 
lit t le  while from now, these cities will be terribly shaken* Ho 
metier how large or how strong ft building may be, no natter how many 
safeguards against fire hare been provided, it God touches it , in ft few 
moments or in a f  w hours it  is in ruins* Let our sanitarium 
Torkers remember that those who establish sanitariums in cities 

not reveal wisdom w a"If a sanitarium is eotahliehed in a city-, the patients are 
large, y prisoners in their rooms* They arc shut up within four walls) 
and if perchance, they are able to look out of a window* they can see 
litt le  wr.oept housess houses* houses,

"An invalid confined within four walls is liable to brood over 
his physical condition.,’-> He becomes weary of looking at nothing bat 
the walls of his room - Often he la fjolsoued by his ov*» breath®
Those are some of the reasons why I  have had no faith in establishing 
great medical institutions in the large oitle*9*-*MS-86-1902
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For a more complete study of rke instruction regarding the location 
of sanitariams^ and the nature of the work to be dene in them* the reader 

referred to "Tesijmozzies fo r the Church* "  Vol&?cpp9 76-879 See also 
$ *d iaF Mi nistrryon



r As ft guide in the finding of sanitarium properties like the 

pattern of heavenly origin the following description was given during

this council*

"In the night season* & view of a sanitarium was shown m* 0 
She institution was not so vary largo0 hut was complete,, Itwas 
surrounded 'ey beaut Iful ornamental trees * and "beyond these ware 
orange grovesConnected with the place were gardens9 in ihioh the 
women pat lent s* i f  they chose* could cultivate flowers of every 
description* each patient selecting a special plot for vfcioh to 
care® Outdoor exercise in these gardens vras prescribed as a port 
of the regular treatment,

"Blue I was instructed by the Lordo Soene after scene passed 
before ra»B In one scene there were a number of suffering patients 
who had just com© to one of our country sanitariums* In another I 
saw the name company* but oli* how transformed® They wore walking 
about* and talking* and appeared happy* Disease had gone* the 
skin was cl ear* and the countenance joyful) body and mind teamed 
fu ll of health*" —Id,

Time to Act

In concluding the interview* Mrs* White saldi

"I have been instructed to te ll our brethren to keep on the 
lookout for cheap* desirable properties in healthful places suit­
able for sanitarium purposes*" — Ido

She urged that no time be lost in • a arching for the proper places 

for the beginning of sanitarium work near the great tourist centers of 

Southern California, and in establishing a number of sanitariums©

"I have been shown that the present Is an opportune time to 
advance the sanitarium work in Southern California^ In the vicinity 
of ouch tourist resorts as Los Angeles and San Diego* we should be- 
come informed In regard to desirable properties that may be secured 
at low rat88c Instead of investing in one medical institution a ll 
the means obtainable., we ougxt to establish smaller sanitariums in 
many places© Soon the reputation of the health resorts in Southern 
California will stand higher than now, S09 is Our time to enter 
that field  for the purpose of onrryihg forward medical missionary 
work*" —Id*

Many Properties Found

At the time these messages were seat* the importance of Southern 

California as a tourist and .health resort was beginning to be appreciated^ 

yet few had any conception of the proportions to which it would grew©- To- 

lay , 7̂© can see the wonderful development and growth of the cities of 

Southern California, Land values hare advanced proportiornately* and how



tiife ctfpcriuaittes for securing advantageous properties that sere then; 

available hare passed byo is a result of searching for properties such 

as sere described in the testimonies sent to Southern California, 

rare able to find no leas than thirty, that sere offered for sale at 

discounts ranging from seventy-fiver to ninety per cent of their value, in

::ooms from 20 to 200, and offered at prices from three or four thousand 

dollars to forty thousand *

Counsel Repeated— Why?
It is * or thy of note that in the messages sent to Southern 

California* in 1902, reference is made to the first rsvelations of 

sanitarium work first given to 3eventh-day Adventist 0 •‘thirty-five years 

agoHc It would seem that we had not fo lly  learned some of the lessons 

tnat are vital to the prosperity of the medical missionary department of 

the worko Evidently, special emphasis was plaoed upon the principles 

we should be likely to neglect, particularly the necessity for bringing 

the sick in dose touch with 3od4s great store-house of natural remediesj 

and the purpose of a ll our work, to extend the knowledge of the message 

especially given to aso In view of the warning that the perils that oame 

to Jerusalem may be our9 * how carefully should we study the pattern, not 

neglecting the great principles laid down in the early Testimonies re­

garding the medical missionary work and the purpose of our medical 

institutions^


