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CHAPTER ONE ' i
E.G. White Research Center
A CALL TO EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS IN SOUTHERN FILE"‘ C OPY
CALIFORNIA

During the nice years of her labors in Australia, Mres. B, Go
White wrote many messages of protest against the btuilding up of large
centers; as had been done in Battle Creek, Especially did she warn of
the evils resulting from the enlargement of the great Sanitarium in that
place, She pointed out not only that means were thus used in one place
that should be distributed in the needy places of earth, but that there
was danger that in a large sanitarium a spirit of self-sufficiency and
pride, while ministering to the wealthy, should supplant the spirit of
unegelfish service that brings the gospel of health ¢o0 the poor as well
ag to the rich,.

But it was diffioult for those leading out in medical missionary
work to grasp the new vision of the diffusion of the gospel of health
from many cextere rather then from e few. Therefores, notwithstanding
the repeated warnings againet cenirallsing influences, and the appeals
to distridbute the workers and the fapilities, some gontimued to plan
for combining many interests under a central control. It is with this
picture in mind that we may best understand the repeated instruction
%0 those entrusted with the work in Southern Californiac :

In these mesmages it was stated many times that there were to be
a number of Sanitariume, also that they should not be looated in large
cities, but in beautiful country places, with small {reatment rooms
and restaurants in ciuies adjoining them to asct as feeders. -

lany times in the history of the Seventh-day Adventist movement,

. God hes anticipated plans that to human appearances appear wise, dut that
~ eare not in hermony with His infinite wisdom. And onge again, in His dfvine
o foresight, He sent messages through His servant to turn aside a plante-
' eenter the medical work in Southern Californis in the midst of the city”

of Los Angeles,




P

"In Augnat, 1901," wrote lMrs, White, “while attending She
Los ‘Angeles searmmestine I wee in the yieic:ze of the night, in a
souncil meeting, The question under consideration was the estab~
lishment of a sanitariun in Zenthern California. By some it was
urged that this sanitariwm should be build in the elty of Los
Angeles, and the objections to establishing it out of the city
were pointed ouk. OUthers spoke of the wdvaniages of a souatry
locatione

"Phere was among us One who presented thie matter very
glearly and with the utmost mimplicisy, He toid us that 1% would
be & mistake to establish a sanitarium within the oity limits, A
Sanitarium should have the advantage of plenty of land, so thet
the invalids can work in the open air. For nervous. gloomy, feedble
patients, outdoor work is invaluabies o o o '

*Life in she open air 1s good for hody and mind, I5 is God'e
medicine for the restoration of heelth, Pure air, gnod water,
guasinine, the beauiiful surroundiungs of nature, -—~-ihess are Hls
means for restoring the siok 4o health in natural ways.”

~<Togjimonies for the Chureii, Vole 7, ps 80,

¥arab 38 20, 1902, aboud oix conthe afier this view was given o
tne Lord's servent, a souncil of the leading brethren in the Jouthera
Jalifernia Conferencs wes bainy held in Los Azgelas, The restaurany
wri, aad the work of the treatment rooms in Los Anzsles hald been suco=
gg3fal, and iv was felb ¥ias the entervrizss should os anlavgsd, and
That gcmmcdions buildings should be ersctsd for tham cathsy than $o
continue paying renie

A Ploek of land wss sscursd on Ssoond and Hill 3trest on whish it
waa nroposed Lo ereact a mammoth smuitarium, five stories in heigné, with
on® hundred roons, Aasther location for a largs food factery hed been
sglached on Rast Firsi dtrsat i the very hsart of the 3itys Yor these
sntervrises $180,000 was Yo e Yorrcwsd. I% was balieved that the profits
of %he Food fastory would be large, azd would ss3zist in peying off the
iadovtadressy iacurrad in the conshrustion of the uildings. |

And aow zzalr; es had seosred maxny times, a messsge Trow haaven
was veseived et the sxenh bime iy wes nesded. Vnile the drethren fau::
sonncil were fsvorebly consldering these plans, wwo doownsnte were voe
gelved by the pregident of the Southern Californis Confarence from ﬂh—

Ler Vulte, entitlad, “Fhe Scuthern Californis Sanitariun,™ ond “The
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Loostion of the Sanitarium in Scuthern California." In one of these;
dated March 17, 1902, she sald;

"Last night the same svenes passed befors me that passed be-
fore me thirty-five years ago, when the light was given to establish
a sanitarium that would be ihe means of edusating many souls in re-
gard to the right principles of living. and of bringing them to a
knowledze of the trath., Ve must establish sanitariums for this
purpose, and they =must be 80 condusted that God oan co-operate with
the afforts made in them to relieve physical and epiritual suffering.

"During the past three nights light has been given me that
in the medical missionery work we have lost groat advankeges by
falling to realize the need of a ghange in our plans in regard to
the location of sanitariums, It 1o the Lord's will that our
panitariumg shall be a2stablished oulside the sitys These institu-
tions avs $c be plages ix which those who sonduct them and those
who oome to them for treatment, will be given every opportunity for
o¢btaining a rish spirifual axperience, « o o

"The night before last, so many things were presented to me
that I arose a2bout half past ten, saying, "1 thank the Lord for
thus teaching me that in owr saniteriume we can do more than simply
give treatment,? The sick should be taught that they are to surrender
themselves, body, soul, and apirit, to Christ, vhose they are by
oreation and by redenpiion, o « » Let the patients be educated to
commune with Christ. IHe ia the scurce of powsr and goodness. He
is looking down on this world with pity, seeking to draw souls %o
Himself,

"L.et cur mofical Institutions be established on extensive tracts
of land, vhere the patients will have au opportunity for outdoor ex-
ercisc, This will prove to bs one means for their restoration to
haaltho ¢ o o

e Senltariun ghould not be established in any city. Muture
Zavelopmonte will reveal this 8o plainly that 211 will wunderstand the
meaning of the words that the Lord has given me t0 speak to you."™

-}~ 4Z~1902

In the other marusoript, the following statements occeury

"In the visione of the night I have been writing letters,

and I dare not put off longer the work %o be dore., Night after night

I am awakened at eleven, twelve, and one ¢’clock with a message from

the Lord, and I arise a® onge, and tegin to wefite, fearing that if I

do not, I shall forget the instruction given me, Thus it was when

I was at Los Angeles, In the night season ]I was in a sounnil meetw

ing., and the question under sonsideration was the establishment of

a sanisarium in Southern California, One brother urged that 1t

wouid ve bewi %o have the saniiarium in the alty of Los Angeles, and
- he pointad cut the objeations %o eptablishing the sanivariwm oud of

the aity. « « o

"Ihe time has come when those who will be mnst benefited Yy
our instituvions, undersiand by experience thal a oity is not’ the:
best niuge in whioch to estavlish a sanitarium. Then szain, the . -
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aatlay for buildingy 19 to be far lass then nen in their omy . 3
ndzment would deside, Offers of mildings at a low price &
will be ragaived {rom aen of tha world who ere favorable to
madioal missionary work. All these things should be taken into ¢
gonsidern’ lone Take advaxiagy of faworable offers, Often

shere mre olfored #6 o low pries go «1‘2"’.’;!‘;’ 5)1.&@&5 on wiish ar

T lldings tlat 0018 o whilized for saunitariwa worizZ, I 'a..e
frounls s axtangdve, ead 27 4$%a suwevousdings are berujiiied

By ornwvenhal mnd fralit traes, we suonld cocsideor thess an
FNYong Toas:nz wuy vs should samrs sush places for saniterium
work,"™ s WG 411902

In the faoe of sush olaar and definite instruction, the plan for
tuilding the sanitarium was dropped. The large food faciory, however,
was bullt on Hast First Street. These unwise plans and noves ralmltod.
in great finangial dissourasemant. This was one of the reasons why
the sunitariam work in Southerm Oalifornia was grontly weskened and
delayed.

Parrlexed hacsuse of the siinatinn srented by tha z2hendonment cf
plans for a large sanitarium in Loe Angeles, a few of the leading brethren
mat at the home of ¥Ver., White on April 13, 1902, to consider how dbest to
cerry ont the instwotion that had gome. In smnselins with these hLrethren,
Mra, White cave added roasonm for not bhuilding up lavge sanitariume in the
¢lbisa,

"Our sanitariume shonld not ve esteblished in the larse cities,"
the “aid., "Ascording %o the lisht that ¢the Yord hes given me, ir a
1it4lo while rrom now. theme citins will be terribly shaken. No
matter how large or how strony & tuilding may s, no matter lww many
safasnards asainat £ive have hean provided, {f CGod touches it; in a few
moments or in a £ow hours it is in ruins., Let our sanitarium
rvorkers remember that those who establish sanitariums in cities
w0 not reveal wisdom. . o

"1’ a sanitariom is established in a eity, the patients are
large. v prisoners in their rooms, They are n.‘m.t up withic four walles
and i€ perchance. they ave ahle to look sut of a window, they can see
144%1s uroept houses, houses, honsos,

- ®"An invalid confined within four walls 1s liable o trood over
his phyeieal acondition - e basomes weary of loeking at nothing tut
the wallg of his room. Often ke is polsonsd Ly his own breath, -
These are some of the roasons why I have had zno faith in oata‘blum
great medisal institutione in the large oltiesf =Mi3-85-1902

s e

- For a more oomlate gtudyr of the inad ruot* on rathw the lnoaﬂen
N 4 ganitariums, and the nature of the work to be done in them, the véajer

71 referred to ™lestinonies for the Church. " Vol.?.pp. 76-87p See also
fvd a’ Ministryo®
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- As a gudde in the finding of sanitariwm properties like the &
pattern of heavenly origin the following deseription was given during
this oouneils ‘

"In the night seeson, a view of a sanitarium was ghown me,
The institution was not so very large, but wae cormplete, Itwwas
surrounded by beautiful ornamental trees, and beyond these were
arange groves, Coanested with the place were gardens, in whish the
women patients, if {hey choso, sould cnltivate flowers of every
desoription, each patient selecting a speciad plot for which %o
care, Outdoor exervise in these zardens was presoribed as a part
of the regular treatment.

"Thue I wae instruoied by the Lords Soene after scens passed
bafere mes In one scens there were a rmmber of suffering petients
who had just come to une of our country sanitarjums. In ancther I
sav the seme gompany, btut oly; how transformed. They ware wallking
about; and talking, and appeared happy. Disease hiad gone, the
skin was clear, and the countenance joyiul; body and mind seened
full of health.™ -~Id.

Time to Act
In ooncluding the interview, Mrs. White said;

"1 have veen instructed to tell our brethren to keep on the
lookout for cheap, desirable properties i1 healthfnl plases suit-
#ble for sanitariun purposes,.™ —Id. ‘

She urged that no time be lost in sesrching for the proper plsces
for the begimning of sanitariwn work near the great tourist canters of
Southern California, and in establishing a mumber of sanitariums,

"I have been shown that the present is ean opportune time to
advanse the sanitarium work in Scuthern Californis. In the visinity
of such tourist resoris as Los Angeles and San Disgc, we should be-
cume inuformed in regerd %o desirable properties that may Le secured

~ a% low rates. Instoad of investing in one medical institution all
the msang obtainable, we ought to establish smaller saniteriums in
many places: Soon the raputation of the health reeorts in Southern
California will stand higher than now., NOW is dur time to enter

that fieléd for the purpose of carryihz forward medical missionary
worko™ «=Id,

Meny Properties Found
A% the tine ithces messages were sent, the Lrportanse of Southern
Celiforanis as & tourist and health resort wes beginning to be apprediated;
et few had any ooneception of the proporiions to which it would zrous Tow
Lay, we onn see the wonderful development and growth of the eities of
Southern Califorals: Land values have advanced proport ionately; ang’now
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the opportunities for securing advantageous properties that were then:
available have passed by. 4s a vesult of searching for properties such
a8 were desoribed in the Testimonies sent to Southern California, “hey
vere sble to find no less thean thirty, that were offered for sale at
discounts ranging from seventy-five to ninety per c¢ent of their valne, in
zooms from 20 o 200, and offered at prices from three or four thousand
dolinrs to forty thoussnd,

Counsel Repeated-—Why?

It is worthy of note that in the messages sent to Southern
Ualifornia, in 1902, reference is made 4o the first revelations of
sanitariun work first given to Seventh-day Adventist, “thirty-five years
ago"e It would seem that we had not fully learned some of the lessons
that are vital %o the prosperity of the medical missionary department of
the work, Evidently, special emphasis was placed upon the prineiples
we should be likely to neglesct, narticularly the necessity for bdringing
the sick in close touch with God's great store<house of natural remedies)
and the purpose of all our work, to extend the knowledse of the meesage
especlally given to use 1In view of the warning that the perils thst came
to Jerusalem may be ours, how carefully should we study the pattern, not
nagleeting the great princivles laid down in the early Testimonies re-
zarding the medical missionary work . and the purpose of our medioal
institutions’




