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shat Doarism.

Acornos Hane AMONG THE CRIMINALS AT LAST.

““ha sollowing in the Advent Heraid of August
“nh, is bot a sample.

*Ihe shurdoor theory that J. originated,
was thut which 1aught that the Savior had come
a3 u bridegroom, with various other fooleries.
{t 15 e anspent 4t show the distinction to
taose who are eitheRYncompetent or indisposed
to npprehend things as they are.’

i*he first that ['saw in print, if my memory
secves me, on the shut-door afier the passing of
the limo in ’44, was in the paper published by
A. Uale and J, Curner. The Heraid now calls
this subject a foolery. [tsays ‘other foolerics.
‘The emphasia are mire. Then A. Hale is
chiarged with having advocated a foolery. Now,
if the Herald can show ‘the distinction,’ between
the sentiments of A. Hale and J, Turner as pub-
lished by them in the Advent Mirror, we will
try to be disposed, acd to be comp. to ‘ap-
pichend things as they are.’ We have yet
10 learn that any one has attempted to make a
distinction. When this shall be done, and the
Jisuhztion pointed out, it will be in time to tay
thowe uro ‘incompelent’ who do rot ses it.

We have ‘apprhended’ ore ‘distinction’ in
this matter. We herrd J. Yurner make a very full,
srank, aud humble conf-ssion of his error in the
shut-door theory, before the Advcay conference
m Boston. We bave never vet fieard that A.
Hale hes made any such confession, and asked
the brethren to forgive him, as did J. T. We
may, however, see & ‘distinction’ where none
existe, and this might be su~:, »sed from one
who i3 incapable of seeing ¢+ where it does
exist. Dut, admitting that A, 1in.e has made a
confession, like that of J. T., anJ also of bislack
of injerest i, and sympaity with the Herald
Office, when he was in the shu:-door views. It
is however, true, that the Herald now virtually
charges him_with having advocated a foolery.—
echapdthe Herald, ‘should it not think it is time
mispent,” can show a “distinction,’ between the
word *fooleries,’ when directly applied to J. Z
sud indirecily applied to A. 'Ll Or, it may
wuy that what is foolery in one, may not be in
another. Or more direct!y, it may show the
«Jistinction’ by saying that one of these men now
goes with us, while the other does not.

Should the Herald ever think it.worthy of
notice, 1o point out the difference betweon .. T.
ond A. H., when they :ogeher published their
views on the shut-door theory, we hope it will
fiod o liule time to show the ‘distinctivn’ be-
(ween the shut-doorism once advocated by thesn
. men, and the modern shut-doorism now showing
" itself In Buffalo, and in otiser places. We could

not boastof our powets of discernment ; but we
think, with all our inablty to ‘sea things as
they are,’ that we can see one difference. The
originsl shut door theory required ell 1o be in
verfect sympathy with Christ, and with those
who said thar they wer> with him. Modern
shut-door theory, requires all to be in sympathy
with o man, and with all who go with him. _This
1ncludes all the difference we now see. How-
ever, the Herald may point other differonces ; if
s0, we will try to compret.end them.

We have for some time seen the workings of a
ohut-door theory in the laad, but we did nol think
1t would so soon, and %0 openly show itself, ss it
hes by some i Buffulo. 1t seems that men glory
in their theory ; they want it knowa, tha: tney
will, if in their power, shut such men out of the
city of Buffulo, as Bywater, Cook, Marsh, and
Storrs.  If they caouot effect their object with-
out, they i)} publish them in the daily papers,
and #0, if possible, excite the citizens 1o prevent
thcse: men from coming into Buffalo to hold a

This is a shut-door theory witha ven-

18 ripen fast just beiore iarvest. ‘Se-
erer workingy” will come out. A man of our
acquaintance, said some six years ago, that the
‘men of sin’ was ‘Millerism.’ Query, won-
dor what he thinks now ? In the dark ages,
those who dared follow Christ, had certain
sharges brought against them, and were required
1o come forward for trial, before tihcy were an-
sthematized. X

Wo hope the true friends of Christ, will not

 HARBINGER

Ongioal
The Jarbinger and the Poor.

BY T. FINN.

[ havo for some time been a reader of the
Harbinger, and can truly say, it is the best re-
ligious papwr | ever read. ltis free trom sec-
tarian boudage, and brew'ies forth the spirit of
freedom. Itis not boua to advocate the theory
of any man. It is not founded upon any humar
creed. It is not intended to build up any sect
or parly. But it is a paper for the free investi-
gation of any Bible subject, for the purpose of
eliciting light. A1 w At nas it done ! It has
been the wear i i hands of God of bringing
out of tiie sun=tar e . ind, things new and
old. It has b =p ¥-. 1 ears of spreading the
light of divine trn b ur & wide, and I trust of
bringing many p < souls into the fold of
Christ.  The g1 «.at has been done by the
Harbinger will i¢’* in the day of judgment.—
Many, 1 trust, will look back in that day to some
warning voice, some kind entreaty that they
read in the Advent Harbinger, and say, that is
what first turned my heart to seek the Lord.—
Maoy of the poor, who have no other way to
hear the_gospel preached, will go into the king-
dom of God by having their mind turned thitn-
erward by some warning voice from the Advent
Harbinger. .

Brothers aud sisters, stewards of the Lard’s
money, shall the Harbinger be ined

1—

AND ADVOCATE.

se God for the light that we now
enjoy from his Word, and we expect it will shine
wore and wore e the perlect day.  Ours is
ineed o fuvor d duy in this respect.  Yet if the
Spirit of B thar raised up Christ from the
dead dwell in vy, the world and a world-loving
church, will judge us deserving of scorn and re-
proucis, whilst God will gracicusly account us
worthy of that  glorious kingdom for which we
suffer.  But the end of all things is at hand : all
our temporal trials, sorrows, and coullicts ; our
season of probation and preparation, and our
term of usefulness, will epcedily be over. But
still time rolls on, which fact may furnisha
themo for ridicule to the wicked who wmay be'
more earnest thau ever-in ssying, ‘Where is the
promise of his coming ' But to those who wait
for the Lord, this fact gives no reason
to say, ‘My Lord delayeth his coming.’ Every
moment as it passes carries with it some blessed |
tokens that the Savior is near. They feel that
a few more trials and temptations, a short sea-
son more of anxious watching for the Master,
and he will be hero. It was not the common
people, but learned Scribes and Pharisees, priests,
and high priests, &c., that opposed Christ and
his followers ; and when they failed 1o confound
Christ with their sophisni, or to entangle him
with their ariful questions, they endeavored to
destroy his pure character.  But what cause had
the Jews to do this? and why have others in every
age, before and since, acted in the same manner

Shall it be relieved from its present embarrass.
ments and be nll:wed to go on free, and con-
tinue to proclaim the glad tidings of the soon
coming kingdom of iiod? It will be sustained
80 long as it continves (0 work fur the glory of
God and the advancement of his cause. But,
brethren, lct it be relieved from its burden. It
con easily be done. Let each subscriber pny
what 'ie or she owes, and then pay in advance.

In this way, brother Marsh would soon be re-
lieved and make some advancement in making
the Harbinger more interesting. His time
would not be taken up in making out bills of ac-
count. The room would not be occupied in the
Harbinger witn duns. lis patrons would have
a ciear conscience toward Good and man (in this
respect, at least). And brother Marsh could go
oninvestigating the truths of the Bible, free from
embarrassments, the cause of truth be advanced
and God glorified.

‘There is anotber burden resting on Bro,
Marsh that he should be relieved of. That is
in sending the Hurbinger to the poor. Bro.
Marsh has borne this burden too long already.
He says he cannot longer do it at his own ex-
pense. ‘The brethren must take hold of it, or
that work of benev must cease. DBreth.
ren, shall that work cease ? My heart responds,

ds the defenders of the truth ¥

One reason is because they have no better ar-
guments to offer.  Bu, glory to God, truth cuts
its way, and love will melt down its fires. All
men do not love the truth.

We feel glad that the Harbinger is open for
the free discussion of all Bible subjects. We
cannot fully endorse the Age to Come theory,
but will endeavor to search and see if these
things are so.

Yours, expecting soon to see the end of our
faith, even the salvation of our souls.

J. W. Goopwiy.
Ede:boro, Pa., July 27, 1851,

Origioal.
Prayer.

BEPLY TO BRO, LOW.

Deae Brotuen:—A public, religious, praj-
erless meeling in the name of Christ, would per-
haps, be a singular thing in these days; buta
faith in the christian character of religious meet-
ings where vocal prayer is not made at set times,
would not, perhaps, be more singular than some
other well founded doctrines were 1o us a few
years ago. ‘T'he question does not seem to rest
on the singularity or popularity of such meet.

No! The poor must have the gospe! preached
to them. The strong should bear the infirmities
of the weak. Brethren, remember that he that
hath pity on the poor lendeth to the Lord, and
that which he giveth wili he pay him again.

Jesus says, Give and it shall be given to you
again, good measure, pressed down, shaken to-
gether and runniog over. Brethren, give in
the name of the Lord and you will not loose your
reward. Let every one that can give, give
something, be it ever so small. Let some cne
inevery church take it upon him to find out how
many poor thore are that have tae paper free,
and let them report to the church, and let the
amount be made up by contribution. Let each
do his proportion, aud Bro. Marsh would bo re-
lieved and no one burdened.

Bretbren, think of this subject, and let us all
do our duty and God will reward us at the re-
surrection of the just. Yours, looking for Jesus,
Geneva, N. Y. 1851.

Original.

The Seed of Scepticism.

How aubtilly doth Satan bring in false doc-
triues, by men of ability, learning and eloquence,
in a covert and plausiblo manner, that the simple
may suspect no danger. Such teachers, with
app.rent modesty, question whether we have
rignily understood the sacred writings, and
whether the doctrines that they oppose be con-
tained in them. They inquire whether a more

iog does not involve absurdity,

purtake of this intol spirit_of shut-d
Wo trust they will adhere to the faith once de-
livored to the saints, and maintain the #pirit and
temper of their coming Savior.

ONE WHO CAN tEZ SOME THINOE,

| pose

[P
Baraxp Tarron is going to the East, and means
<0 cxplore Egypt and find the caurce of the Niger,
of hccan,
 ———————
Hypoenticai piety is double iniquity.

L

or even impossibility; whether any but the wesk
and illiterate can credit such myateries ; and
whether we had not beuter adopt afigurative
sense, or admit some other reading, or evon sup-
the sacred writers to be mistaken. But
the dupes of such specious pretences are seldom
aware, whither these rational improvements of
the scriptures tend. They do not perceive,
that, according to them, maa’s vain conjecture is
made the of divine i This

isthe seed of sceptism.

ings, but on their christian character as support-
ed by scripture. It does not follow that a meet.
ing is prayerless because stated vocal prayer is
not made; but it may be of much prayer, and
such asis heard by the Father who seeth in se-
cret and will reward openly.

The scriptures you refer to in 1 Cor. and
Acts, undoubtedly prove public prayer to have
been mede; but do not prove prayer to have
been used as a form or preface to public meet-
ings, independent of outward circumstances or
particular wants, 1 Tim. ii. 1, and many other
like or similar scriptures are indefinite in regard
to time and manner, and | do not see why they
may not as appropriately apply to secret as out.
ward prayer.

If prayer is a meritorious act, and we are to be
rewarded according to their number and length
and the grace with which they are made, the
common view is correct; but as prayer is not
meritorious, and to be fruitful must be made ac-
cording to the revealed will of God, and for those
things for which we feel a particular anxiety, |
believe the prevailing view to be er in

ten of the pelitions gererally crowdeo into a
single public prayer, are made with that faiti in.
dispensible o the righteous performance of every
religious nct, and especiully prayer?

In reply to your allusion to iy kind of pray-
er and the object I desire,” | would only soy,
that I have no creed to sustain or selfish viewsig
defend, and desire 10 lay no other foundation
than that which 1s laid, which is Christ.

Yours, for the truth, J. Jongs.

Clyde, N. Y., August, 1351,

Onzinal,

Faita in Christ.

Unfading hope ! when Iaa glin'ring ray—
When heart doth fail, and dust to dust decay;
Clirist, to the soul is sweet, in such an Lour,
And chevrs the heart by bis immortal power.

What though each spurk of earth-born pleasuro fling;
The quiv'ring nerve, pale cheek, and closing eye?
Sweat to the soul that sonthing voice conveys,
The glorious Lope of life's cternal days. )

And now a ray of ligiit duwns in his soul—
Jesus the way, tho truth, the life unfolds ;

He sces by faith, the speedy coming King,

And shouts of prise, loud hosannab sing,

And then ho prays, Lord let ¢ thy kingdon: zome,
And thy will in carth as lieaven be done : )
I wait the tizme my blissful change to meet ;
Whon Cheist shall quichen all who in him sleep.

When that hlest morn shall shine upon the slain,
The captives then benouth denth's cruol reign,
Inanswer 10 that voico that wakes the dead :
Come forth with songs and joy upon their heed.
Hemlock Lake, 1850.
—_——

Tent Meeting at Erie, Penn,-

Dear Bro. Mansn:—By the request of Bro,
Bywater I give an account of our meeling at
Erie, Pa.  We had a good time at that place:—
the word of truth seemed to take hold of the peo-
ple more than at any other place where we have
held meetings this season. To the Lord belon,
all the glary. s

We found at that place one family, Bro. Rob-
erts and wife, whose hearts and house were open
1o entertain pilgrims on their way to Zion. Bro.
‘. was l’orm:rly hl Methodist class leader, but

as converted 1o the truth of the sve; i
of the Lord, by what he co y ooty

f b nsiders a miracle,
viz.,a paper—THe Voick or TRUTH—was pick-
ed up in

his door yard during a shower of rai
1t had rained sufficient to miko it quite mu'dd;.,
but not a drop of water or mud was upon’it.—
The way he found it, and the truth it contained,
opened his eyes o sce the truth, by a thorough
investigation of God’s word. Ile has since that
time been a warm advocate of the truth, by word
of mo_ut.h, and by the distribution of small tracls,
containing passages of scriptures on the destruc-
tion of the wicked, sleep of the dead, resurrec-
tion, coming of Christ, &c., complied by him-
self, and scattered through the city. I believe
he told me that he never heard but two sermons
on the subjects which he now loves. One by
Bro. P. A, Smith, and one by Bro. Crawford.—
He told me that he had prayed some four years
for the way to be opened whereby the people of
Erie might have a chance of hearing the truth,
and now he thinks his prayers are answered. It
has aeemgd to me from the commencement, that
(l‘le meeting was over-ruled by the providence of
God, who seeth snd knoweth all things.

Bro. Roberts being a man in whom caution is
pretty well developed, in the first place went to
sce the Mayor and Common Council of the city,
and got permission to pitch the tent: he then
went before tho Select Council, (with his papers
drawn up in due form) and when they were
about to take a vote upon it, (which would have
probably been unanimous, with the exceplion of

theory and p and opposed to the pl
and precepts of Christ. .

Is there any difference whether prayer is read
or extemporaneous, so long as our iudividual and
particuler wants do not constitute the entire |
prayer, and not those things which first enter
the thoughts when prayer is made? Jas. v. 13,
14. s any among you afflicted? let him pray.
Is any merry? let him eing psalms. [s any sick?
&c.  The parable of the unjust judge, in Luke
xviii. 1-5, sustains this position.

Finally, all prayers, whether public or secret,
should be made with an unfeigned belief that
they will be answered. Rom. xiv. 23. What.
soever is not of faith, is sin. leb. xi. 16.
Without faith, it is impossible to please God.
Jus. i. 6, 7. But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering: for he that wavereth is like a wave of
the sea, driven by the windsand tossed. For
let not that an think that he shall receive any-

thiog of the Lord. Can we suppose that one in

D ni list, cashier of the Bank, arose
that he should vote against it, and wanted

his name recorded as doing so. His name is Mc-
Sparren, onc of tie most prowminent men in the
place. Th~ rest of the council seemed to won-
der,and ‘0. R. felt bad. But after a short
time Mr. McSparren stated his reasons for vo-
ting against the paper, which were, because the
laws of the country guarrantee our protection,
and they had no right to vote whether those laws
should not, or should be carried into eflect. But
he would give the ground to pitch the tent on,
and would take his turn in seeing that the peo-
ple with the tent should be protected. He did
as he agreed, besides showing other favors, which
we are thankful for. Bro. R. and myself had to
g0 two miles or more (o get a pole. Mr. Cun-
ingham, the owner of the laud, took tho trouble
to bring it in without charge, and he was not 8
professor of religion. Also, at the closing of
the meeting, one of the carmen of the city, vol-
unteered to take our tent and apparatus down 10



