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i'iio lollowing io tile Advent Herald of August 
•M'.i, is Iml a sample.

‘ riu* sliui-door theory that J. originated, 
\*is iliut which taught that the Savior had come 
as a bridegroom, whji various other fooleries.
It is line unspent l i  show the distinction to 
iruiM* who an; eiihe^bcompetent or indisposed 
to tipproheiui things as they are.’ 

i'hu first that 1 saw in print, if my memory 
>i;rves me, on the shut-door after the passing of 
the lirno in '44, was in the paper published by 
A. Hale and J. Turner. The Herald now calls 
this subject a foolery. It says ‘other fooleries.* 
The emphasis are mine. Then A. Hale is 
charged with having advocated a foolery. Now, 
il the Herald can show'the distinction,’ between 
the sentiments of A. Hale and J. Turner as pub­
lished by them in the Advent Mirror, we will 
try to he disposed, and to be competent to ‘ap- 
pndiend things as they are.’ We have yet 
to learn that any one has attempted to make a 
distinction. When this shall be done, and the 
distinction pointed out, it will be in time to say 
those are 'incompetent* who do cot see it.

We have ‘apprehended’ one 'distinction’ in 
tins matter. Wo her rd J. Turner make a verjfull, 
frank, and humble confusion of his error in the 
aiiut door theory, before the AdveiA conference 
in Boston. We have never yet beard that A. 
Hale has made any such confession, and asked 
the brethren to forgive him, as diJ J. T . We 
may, however, see a ‘distinction’ where none 
evist*, and this might be sur> j>od from one 
who is incapable of seeing o . where it does 
exist. But, admitting that A. li ne has made a 
confession, like that of J. T., anJ also of bislack 
of interest io, and sympathy with the Herald 
Oflce, when he was in the shu:-door views, it 
is liowever, true, that the Herald now virtually 
charges him with having advocated a foolery.— 
l’erhepd%e£fcro/rf, ‘should it not think il is time 
mispent,*' can show a ‘distinction,’ between the 
word ‘fooleries,’ when directly applied to J. Z 
and indirectly applied to A. 11. Or, it may 

. buy that what is foolery in one, may not be in 
another. Or more directly, it may show the 
'distinction1 by saying that one of these men now 
goes with us, while the other does nob 

Should the Herald ever think it .worthy of 
notice, to point out the difference between J. T. 
and A. H., when they together published their 
views on the shut-door theory, we hope it will 
find a little (ime to show the 'distinction’ be­
tween the shut-doorism once advocated by these 
men, and the modern shut-doorism now showing 
itself In Buffalo, and in oilier places. We could 
not boast of our powers of discernment; hut we 
think, with all our inability to ‘sea things as 
they are,’ that we can see one difference. The 
original sW  door theory required all to be in 
perfect sympathy with Christ, and with those 
who said that* they were with him. Modern 
shut-door theory, requires all to be in sympathy 
with a man, and with all who go with him. This 
includes all the difference we now see. How­
ever, the Herald may point other differences; if 
so, we will try to coir.pref.end them.

We have lor some time seen the workings of a 
bhut-door theory in the laud, but we did not think 
it would so soon, and so openly show itself, as it 
lias by some iu Buffalo. It seems that men glory 
in their theory ; they want it knows, that tney 
will, if in thnir power, shut such men out of the 
city of Buffulo, 09 By water, Cook, Marsh, and 
Storrs. If they cannot effect their object with­
out, they wij) publish them in the daily papers, 
end ko, if possible, excite the citizens to prevent 
tht.'-u men from coming into Buffalo to hold a 
mec-img. This is a shut-door theory with a ven- 
ge..«* >•

Tl . igs ripen fast just before harvest, ‘Se­
cret orkings”  will come out. A man of our 
acquaintance, said some six years ago, that the 
‘mun of sin’ was ‘Millerism.’ Query, won- 
dor what he thinks now ? In the dark ages, 
those who dared follow Christ, had certain 
charges brought against them, and were required 
to come forward for trial, before they were an­
athematized.

Wo hope the true friends of Christ, will not 
pHrtake of this intolerent spirit of shut-doorism. 
Wo trust they will tdhere to the faith once de­
livered to the saints, and maintain the spirit and 
temper of their coming Savior.

ONE WHO CAN SEX SOME THIWOB.

B xv aud T a v l o e  is going to the Cast, and means 
to explore Egypt and find the toarce of the Niger, 
if ho can.

Hypocritical piety is double iniquity.
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The Harbinger and the Poor.
BY T. KINN.

I have for some time been a leader of the 
Harbinger, and can truly say, it is the best re­
ligious pai*» r 1 ever read. It is free trom sec­
tarian bondage, and bre;* 'les forth the spirit of 
freedom. It is not bouuj lo advocate the theory 
of any man. It is not fou ided upon any human 
creed. It is not inieuded to build up any sect 
or parly. But it is a paper for the free investi­
gation of any Bible suhject, for the purpose of 
eliciting light. Ar«i w rat has it done ? It has 
been the im ar i. i •* lumds of God of bringing 
out of tiie s. 'i- l.u- e . :od, things new and 
old. it hdb b ei» il - i ea.«: of spreading the 
light of divine tr» h ur «r .vide, and 1 trust of 
briuging many p " »uuls into the fold of 
Christ. The g < * i:.-i has been done by the 
Harbinger will ier' in the day of judgment.— 
Many, 1 trust, will look back in that day to some 
warning voice, some kind entreaty that they 
read in the Advent Harbinger, and say, that is 
what first turned my heart to seek the Lord.— 
Many of the poor, who have no other way to 
hear the gospel preached, will go into the king­
dom of God by having their mind turned thitn- 
erward by some warning voice from the Advent 
Harbinger.

Brothers aud sisters, stewards of the Lord’s 
money, shall the Harbinger be sustained?— 
Shall it be relieved from its present embarrass­
ments and be nil >we 1 to go on free, and con­
tinue to proclaim the glad tidings of the soon 
coming kingdom of God ? It will be sustained 
so long as it coniine?* to work for the glory of 
God and (lie advancement of hi* cause. But, 
brethren, let it be relieved from its burden. It 
can easily be done. Let each subscriber pny 
what le or she owes, and then pay in advance.

In this way, brother Marsh would soon be re­
lieved and make some advancement in making 
the Harbinger more interesting. His time 
would not be taken up in making out bills of ac­
count The room would not be occupied in the 
Harbinger with duns. Its patrons would have 
a clear conscience toward God and man (in this 
respect, at least). And brother Marsh could go 
on investigating the truths of the Bible, free from 
embarrassments, the cause of truth be advanced 
and God glorified.

There is another burden resting on Bro, 
Marsh that he should be relieved of. That 'is 
in sending the Harbinger to the poor. Bro. 
Marsh has borne this burden too long already. 
He says he cannot lo iger do it at his own ex­
pense. The brethren must take hold of it, or 
that work of benevol||pe must cease. Breth­
ren, shall that work cease ? My heart responds, 
No! The poor must have the gospel preached 
to them. The strong should bear the infirmities 
of the weak. Brethren, remember that he that 
hath pity on the poor lendelh to the Lord, and 
that which he giveth will he pay him again.

Jesus 6ays, Give and it shall be given to you 
again, good measure, pressed down, shaken to­
gether and running over. Brethren, give in 
the name of the Lord and you will not loose your 
reward. Let every one that can give, give 
something, be it ever so email. Let some cne 
in every church take it upon him lo find out how 
many poor thore are that have the paper free, 
and let thtm report to the church, and let the 
amount be made up by contribution. Let each 
do his proportion, and Bro. Marsh would bo re­
lieved and no one burdened.

Brethren, think of this subject, and let us all 
do our duty and God will reward us at the re­
surrection of the just. Yours, looking/or Jesus.

Geneva, N. Y. 1851.
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The Seed of Scepticism.

How subtilly doth Satan bring in false doc­
trines, by men of ability, learning and eloquence, 
in a covert Bnd plausiblo manner, that the simple 
may suspect no danger. Such teachers, with 
apparent modesty, question whether we have 
rignlly understood the sacred writings, and 
whether the doctrines that they oppose be con­
tained in them. They inquire whether a more 
obvious meaning does not involve absurdity, 
or even impossibility; whether any but the weak 
and illiterate can credit such mysteries; and 
whether we had not better adopt a<figurative 
sense, or admit some other reading, or evon sup­
pose the sacred writers to be mistaken. But 
the dupes of such specious pretences are seldom 
aware, whither these rational improvements of 
the scriptures tend. They do not perceive, 
that, according to them, rnan’9 vain conjecture i9 
made the measure of divine revelation. This 
is the seed of sceplism.

But \vr |.iHi.se God for the light that we now 
euju) from Ins w,.r.l, arid we expect it will shine 
inure iia! ilo re m.if the perlect day. Ours is 
indeed a hivor d dti) in this respect. Yet if the 
Spirit ot II in ihiii raisal up Christ from the 
dead dwell in us, the world and a world-loving 
church, will judge us deserving of scorn and re- 
proucii, whilst God will grncicii9ly account us 
wirihy of that glorious kingdom for which we 
suffer. But the end of all things is at hand; all 
our temporal trials, sorrows, and conflicts; our 
season of probation and preparation, and our 
term of usefulness, will speedily be over. But 
still time rolls on, which fact may furnish a 
themo for ridicule to the wicked who may bo 
more earnest lhanever-in saying, 'Where is the 
promise of his coming T But to those who wait 
for the Lord, this fact gives no reason 
to say, 'My Lord delayeth his coming.’ Every 
moment as it passes carries with it some blessed 
tokens that the Savior is near. They feel that 
a few more trials and temptations, a short sea­
son more of anxious watching for the Master, 
and he will be hern. It was not the common 
people, but learned Scribes and Phorisees, priests, 
and high priests, &c., that opposed Christ and 
his followers; and when they failed to confound 
Christ with their sophism, or to entangle him 
with their artful questions, they endeavored to 
destroy his pure character. But what cause had 
the Jews to do this? and why have others in every 
age, before and since, acted in the same manner 
towards the defenders of the truth ?

One reason is because they have no better ar­
guments to offer. But, glory to God, truth cuts 
its way, and love will melt down its fires. All 
men do not love the truth.

We feel glad that the Harbinger is open for 
the free discussion of all Bible subjects. We 
cannot fully endorse the Age to Come theory, 
but will endeavor to search and see if these 
things are so.

Yours, expecting soon to see the end of our 
faith, even the salvation of our souls.

J. W. G o o d w in .
Eiieiiboro, Pa., July 27, 1851.
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P r a y e r .

EEVLY TO BRO. LOW.

D ear B r o t h e r :— A public, religious, pray­
erless meeting in the name of Christ, would per­
haps, be & singular thing in these days; but o 
faith in the Christian character of religious meet­
ings where vocal prayer is not made at set times, 
would not, perhaps, be more singular than some 
other well founded doctrines were to us a few 
years ago. The question does not seem to rest 
on .the singularity or popularity of such meet­
ings, but on their Christian character as support­
ed by scripture. It does not follow that a meet­
ing is prayerless because stated vocal prayer is 
not made; but it may be of much prayer, and 
such as 19 heard by the Father who seeih in se­
ct et and will reward openly.

The scriptures you refer to in 1 Cor. and 
Acts, undoubtedly prove public prayer to have 
been mede; but do not prove prayer to have 
been used as a form or preface to public meet­
ings, independent of outward circumstances or 
particular wants. 1 Tim. ii. 1, and many other 
like or similar scriptures are indefinite in regard 
to time and manner, and I do not see why they 
may not as appropriately apply to secret as out­
ward prayer.

If prayer i9 a meritorious act, and we nre to be 
rewarded according to their number and length 
and the grace with which they are made, the 
common view is correct; but as prayer is not 
meritorious, and to be fruitful must be made ac­
cording to the revealed will of God, and for those 
things for which we feel a particular anxiety, 1 
believe the prevailing view to be erroneous in 
theory and practice, and opposed to the example 
and precepts of Christ

Is there any difference whether prayer is read 
or extemporaneous, so long as our individual and 
particular wants do not constitute the entire 
prayer, and not those things which first enter 
the thoughts when prayer is mode? Jas. v. li), 
14. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 
Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any sick? 
dec. The parable of the unjust judge, in Luke 
xviii. 1-5, sustains this position.

Finally, all prayers, whether public or secret, 
should be made with an unfeigned belief that 
they will be answered. Rom. xiv. 23. What­
soever is not of faith, is sin. Heb. xi. 16. 
Without faith, it is impossible to please God. 
Jas. i. 6, 7. But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering: for he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea, driven by the winds and tossed. For 
let not that man think that he shall receive any­
thing of the Lord. Can we suppose that one in

ten of the petitions generally crowdeo into a 
single public pray or, are made with that faiti, in- 
dispensible to the righteous performance of every 
religious net, and especially prayer?

In reply to your allusion to ‘my kind of pray, 
er and the object 1 desire,’ I would only scy, 
that 1 have no creed to sustain or selfish views'll 
defend, and desire to lay no other foundation 
than that which is laid, which is Christ.

Yours, for the truth, J. J ones.
Clyde, N. Y., August, I'!5!.
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Faith in Chri3t.

BV 3. BT.KX D.

Infading hope! when life’* lau-iitn 'iing ray_
When lioarl doth fail, and dim to dust decay;
Christ, to the soul is sweet, in such an hour,
And cheers the heart by Ins immortal power.

What though each spark of earth-born pleaturo flia*; 
The quiv’ring nerve, pale cheek, and closing eye? 
Sweet to the soul that soothing voice conveys.
The glorious Lope of lift.’* eternal days.

And now a ray of light dinvns in his soul—
Jesus the way, the truth, tho life unfolds ;
He sees by faith, the speedy coming King,
AnJ shouts of praise, loud hosannah aiog.

And then ho pray., Lord let ‘ thy kingdom come,
AnJ thy will in earth as henven be done :
I wait the time my blissful chango to m eet;
When Christ shall quicken all who in him ilcep. 

When that blest morn shall shine upon the slain,
The captives then lu nouth denth’s cruel reign. ’
In answer to that voico that wakes the dead:
Come forth with songj and joy upon their head. 

Hemlock Lake, 1850.

Tent Meeting at Erie, Penn.
Deae Bro. Marsh:—By the request oI Bro. 

By water 1 give an account of our meeting at 
brie, Pa. \ \  e had a good time at that place:— 
the word of truth seemed to take hold of the peo­
ple more than at any other place where we have 
held meetings this season. To the Lord belongs 
all the glory. 6

We found at that place one family, Bro. Rob­
erts and wife, whose hearts and house were open 
to entertain pilgrims on their way to Zion. Bro. 
R. was formerly a Methodist class leader, but 
was converted to the truth of the soeedy coming 
°f Lord, by what he considers a miracle, 
viz., a paper—T he Voice o r  T ruth—was pick­
ed up in his door yard during a shower of rain. 
It had rained sufficient to make it quite muddy, 
but not a drop of water or mud was upon'it.— 
The way he found it, and the truth it contained, 
opened his eyes to see the truth, by a thorough 
investigation of God’s word. He has since that 
time been a warm advocate of the truth, by word 
of mouth, and by the distribution of small tract* 
containing passages of scriptures on the destruc­
tion of the wicked, sleep of the dead, resurrec­
tion, coming of Christ, Ate., complied bv him­
self, and scattered through the city. I believe 
he told me that he never heard but two sermons 
on the subjects which he now loves. One by 
Bro. P. A. Smith, and one by Bro. CrawfonJ.— 
Ho told me that he had prayed some four years 
lor the way to be opened whereby tlie people of 
Erie might have a chance of hearing the truth, 
and now he thinks his prayers are answered. It 
has seemed to me from the commencement, that 
the meeting was over-ruled by the providence of 
God, who seeth and knowctli all things.

Bro. Roberts being a man in whom caution is 
pretty well developed, in the first place went to 
see the Mayor and Common Council of the citv, 
and got permission to pitch the lent: he then 
went before tho Select Council, (with his papers 
drawn ujj in due form) and when they were 
about to take a vote upon it, (which would have 
probqbly been unanimous, with the exception of 

,00g)flH?niversalistt cashier of the Bank, arose 
•HrMia that he should vote against it, and wanted 
hia name recorded as doing so. His name is Me- 
Sparren, one of the most prominent men in the 
place. Tho rest of the council seemed to won­
der, and • o. R. felt bad. But after a short 
time Mr. McSparren slated his reasons for vo­
ting against the paper, which were, because the 
laws of the country guarrantee our protection, 
and they had no right to vote whether those laws 
should not, or should be carried into effect. But 
he would give the ground to pitch the lent on, 
and would take hi* turn in seeing that the peo­
ple with the tent should be protected. He did 
as he agreed, besides showing other favors, which 
we are thankful for. Bro. R. and myself had to 
go two miles or more to get a pole. Mr. Cun- 
ingham, the owner of the land, took tho trouble 
to bring it in without charge, and he was not a 
professor of religion. Also, at the closing of 
the meeting, one of the carmen of the city, vol­
unteered to take our ten*, and apparatus down to


