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Proper Distribution of the Tithe

WHILE it is important that church memhers siroutd be faith-
ful in bringing all the tithe into the siorehomse, the chureh
treasury, that there “may be meat in Mine house,” there is
another equally important and sacred duty devolving upon
conference committees, loeal, union, and General, in guarding
the use made of this holy treasure to see to it that it is not
put to other than the use designated by the Lord, A very sol-
emn reeponsibility rests upon the eustodians of the tithe affer
it has been brought inte the treasury by the Lord’s people.
Whether the men eomposing these committees fuily realize it
or not, God holds them to a sbriet aceount for the use fo which
the tithe is by them voted.

In the record of the days of Nehemiakl a very foreible lesson
is given wus upon this point. Bome tithe at least was brought
in, but it was not placed in the hands of those ministering at
the temple.

“J peresived that the portion of the Levites had not heen

given them: for the Levites and the gingers, that did the work,
were fled oevery one to his field.” Neh, 13: 10,

Nehemiahk at once institwted a thorough reform.

“ Then comtended T with the rulers [note he dealt with the
officers of the people], and said, Why is the house of God for-
saken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their
place.” Verse 11,

Ag a result of his contention with the rulers it is said,

“ Then brought a#l Judah the tithe of the corn and the new
wine and the oil unto the treasuries” Verse 12.

Then what did Judab's governor dof

“ 1 made treasurers gver the treasuries” Verse 13.

He appointed a committee of four men, with Shelemiak, a

priest, as chairman, then a seribe, then a Levite, and last a faith-
ful brother, whose duty it shonld be to distritute the tiihe:

“ They [these four men] were eounted faithful, and their
office was to distribute [the tithe] unto their brethren [the
Levites and singers doing the work].” Verse 13.

The work of God languished: first, beeanse thero was a
slackness in bringing in the tithe by the people; second, through
the wnfaithfulness, misappropriationg, in 1ts distribution.

No tithe was to be used in repairing and keeping up the ex-
penses of the temple. Chests were placed at the entry ways
to receive the offerings of the people, This money was given
to the carpenters and masons doing the work, 2 Chron, 24: 8-13.

And the same enemy at work back there to hinder God’s work,
is seeking to hinder it to-day by the same methods.

It is made plain in the instruction given us that the indi-
videal church member is not to divert his tithe by making
uge of it in ways he may chooge, but that it is to be brought
to the church treasury., This is right. And, further, it is made
clear that the loeal chureh eannot appropriate the tithe by
using it for meeting local chureh cxpenses, for conducting the
chureh scheol, or other charitable purposes, but that it is to
be forwarded om te the conference treasury, fromn which min-
isters are to be sustained in their labors of presenting the
truth o the people. And this is right. If ¢his is frue, then
when a portion of the conference tithe, a fithe of ifs tithe, is
forwarded on to a umion treasury, the same prineiple surely
kolds good that those made responsible for its disbursement
are nnder the same sacred obligation before God to nge it for
the support of those engagoed in giving the gospel message
commitied to thiy people to the world; as must likewise be true
with tithe reaching the General Conferemce treasury. Hvery
misappropriation of this tithe fund, from the individual to the
General Conference, retards to exactly the amount diverted the
aecomplishment of the task of giving to fthe world this last
saving gospel mesgsage. To use this money to dbuild ehurches
at home or in mission fields, or to keep them in repair after
they are built, or to buy cotton meeting houses, or tents, to
just this extent keeps qualified messengers of God out of
both the needy fields at home and the mission fields abroad.

Very definite and pointed instruction is givem us that the
tithe is to be veserved for ome purpese, and ome purpose only,
that of the support of the gospel ministry:

“ Had God’s plan been followed, means would now be flowing
into His treasury; and funds to enable ministers te enter new
fields, and workers to nnife with ministers in lifting up the
standard of truth in the dark places of the earth, would be
abundant - Testimondes,”? Vol. VI, p. 386.

Iu responding to letters of inguiry from Augtraila, in 1897,
a3 o whether the tithe might not be used in helping to meet
the heavy chureh expemses at two large cembers in our work,
Mrs, B, G. White sent, answer:

“ Letters have come to me . . . making inquiries as to the
digposition made of the tithe. The writers supposed that they
were authorized to use the fithe money in meeting the expenses
of the church, as these cxpenses were quite heavy. From that
which has heen showp me, the tithe is not to be withdrawn from
the treasury [in a local churchy. XEvery penny of this money
iz the Lord’s own sacred treasure, to be appropriated for a
special use.” ¢ The light which the Lord has given me on this
subject iz that the means in the treasury for the support of the
ministers [the tithe] in the different fields is not to be used for
any other purpose””’ :

“ Thoge who have used the tithe money to supply the com-
mon neeessities of the house of God, have taken the money
that should go to sustain mimisters in doing His work, in pre-
paring the way for Christ’s second appearing, Just as surely
ag you do this work, you misapply the resources which God has
told you to retain in His freasure house, that it may be fuil,
te be used in His service. . . . From these who do this, the
blessing of the Lord wili be removed.’—% Speaciol Testimonies,”’
No. 10, pp. 16, 18, 21, 22.

In speaking directly te the General Conference in a eom-
munieation dated Mareh 24, 1807 (the same prineiple applying
to the later-orgamized umion conferences, as well as to loeal
conference treasuries), thig plain word is spoken:

“Why does it [the General Confertnes] allow the freasury
which should he kept for the purpese of sustaining the ministry,
to be drawn upon, and diverted io common things?—Id., p. 24,

In stil} further smphasizing the important matter of gtrietly
holding the tithe for the purpose designed by those intrusted
with its distribution, we have thig word:
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““A very plain, definite message has been given to me for
our people. I am bidden to tell them that they are making
a mistake in applying the tithe to various objects which,
though good in themsclves, are not the objeet to which the Lord
has said that the tthe skhould be applied. Those who make
this use of the tithe are departing from the Lord’s arrange-
ment. God will judge for these things.

“QOnp reasons that the tithe may be applied to school pur-
poses.  Still others reasom that ecanvassers and colporieurs
should he supported from the tithe. But a great mistake is
made when the tithe is drawn from the objeet for which it is
to be used — the support of the ministers. There sghould he
to-day in the field one hundred well-qualified lahorers where
now theré is but one”— Testumonies,” Fol. IX, pp. 248, 249.

The Lord not only has an injerest in the terpitory covered by
conference houndaries, but His eyes behold needy, suffering
fields hoyond to which mesgengers should go supported by His
sacred reserve fund —the tithe:

“% He has reserved the tithe as ITig sacred portion, to be used
in sendifg the gospel to all paris of the world”— Id., p. 51,

And that it is not only right that eonferences should shave
their tithe with the General Conference, in making it possible
to zend missionaries into all the world, and that the withholding
of the tifhe hy the people of a diversion of this saered fund by
loeal or union conferences, retards to just thiz proportion the
great task of going into all the world with God’s ¢losing, warn-
ing, and saving message, we have this word:

“If one and all would aeccept it, each would be made a
vigilant and faithful treasurer for God, and there wouwld be no

want of meais with which to carry forwcwd the great work of -

sounding the last message of warning to the world.”— Id.,
Vol. I1I, p. 389.
T, B B

Our Stewardship

Our stewardship pertains to more than paying tithes and
offevings. Tt is recogwizing that we shall wisely and intelli-
gently use the means that God permlts us to have. All that
we own belongs to Him.

" Wo heve in America are especially favnled by enjoying great
finaneial prosperity. ‘We ate the envy of the entire world, It
is now recognized that our wealth far exeeeds that of any other
countyy, and that a larger per cent of the gold of the world
ig now Dbeld in the United States. Notwithetanding {the many
predietions that we are soon to experience’ a great financial
panie, our epoch of prosperity econtinves, Money was never
freer than it is {o-day in the United States.

In my opition this is providential. The one great thing
in the purpose of God is the finishing of the gospel work, and
heralding this message to all nations. Sinee America has heen
made the hasis of supplies and the veeruiting field, I do not
believe that it has come by chanes, hut that this prosperity
is in the providence of God. The Lord is leoking to the people
who share in this progperity o prove true to their responsibility
asy stewarda.

Naturally in sueh a time as this there are those who are
constanily looking for easy money. Offevings arve made of
stocks and bonds of a most alluring nature, From time to time
persons have made inquiries with reference to the safety of
investing in certain stocks and honds which conservative indi-
viduals in finaneial eircles have recommended.

Thexe are stocks which would he considered safe and sownd,
Many have invested m stocks which by chance proved to be
mayvelougly profitable, and which grew in valwe as the years
passed. Many bonds are offerod that would possibly be eonsid-
erel hy finenciers ag sound and as safe as real estate. In a
general way, however, we may say that any offerings of stocks
or bonds promiging large and quick returns and unusual interest,
are to be avoided, It is not our purpose to enter into dissecting
these various offevings to point out those which ave safe and
sound, and warn against those which are unsafe,

My purpose is to raise the question of the advisability of
Seventh-day Adventists’ speculating or laymg up mMoney in
these days by investing in either real estate, etocks, or bonds,
however promising they may be. We must view the whole sit-
uation from the standpoint of our knowledge and belief con-
corning the world and the future. A safe finaneial investment
o a worldly finaneier, who knows nothing coneerning the near-

ness of the end, must be looked wpon by the believer of the
message for this time in a different way altogether. Real
estate is consgidered as safe an investment as any thai could
be considered, yet what will real estate amount to in the crisis
that we know to bhe near at hand? HWow much did real estate
amount to in Germany, or Augiria, or France during the World
Wax? Of what value is veal estate in the event of a flood, a
famine, or a great earthquaket If such values can be affected
by such things, of what account would real estate he in the final
struggle soon to be precipitated upon the world$

The sams ig true of the most valuable and conservative stocks
and bonds that are heing offeved to the public to-day. We-
may make investments that would bring in regular returns, and
that would be rated high by the most caveful hankers, and ad-
vigers in financial eircles, yet is money thus invested assured
as permanently safe? IHow will we feel about such holdings
of property in a time of war, when governmentg are free to com-
mandeer our property, or in a time of persecution when the
confiseation of property may be expected.

Aside from the dangers always attached to investments in
stocks and bonds, owing to the uncertainty of eontinued values
in these days, is the constant danger of loss and failure at any
time. The following words taken from the Bunk Messenger ave
significant in this connection.

i At no fime in the history of our nation have the savings
of the people been at the high peak of to-day — approximately
twenty-five billion dollars] But there is one fagtor in our
economic life which, if uncontrolled, will seriously affect its
health, That is the large amount of savings lost every year
through investment in worthless stocks and fraudulent sceurities,
During a twelve months’ period, according to the Ameyican
Bankers’ Association, the people of the nation Iest one hillion.
dollars in this way, which is close to thirteen dollars eachk for
every man, woman, and child in the United States,

¢ Opportunities for unwige speculation range larger now than
at any period of our history. Many ruthless and dlshonest
people look upon that tweniyfive billion dollars of savings az
a rich prize of which they would like to get as share, so people
wlo have worked haxd to save their money are literally flooded
with enticing offers 1o invest thelr momey for big profits. Get-
rieh-quigk promoters strain thé resources of our language in
deseribing their golden plans, and in spite of the vigilanee of
government and postal authorities, there seems to be no end to
the varied schemes for getting people’s money.

“ It has often been, said that it is as hard to hold on to your
money as it iz to get it. Investigate before you invest, If
investigalion is not weleomed, and when high-pressure methods
and grand promiges take the plaee of havd facts — watch out.

. It iz not worth while to take chances.”

I believe we have reached a time in whieh the Lord’s people
ghould be placing all upon the altar, and eutting loose from
any plan or pelicy for investments in this world. We eannob
pass along eavelessly and feel that we can hazard the money
that Goft has placed in our hands by unwise and unintelligent
investment with litile thought concerning the outcome and the.
possible loss,

Agide from that whieh ig required for the necessities of life,
the education of our childven, and the malntenance of our
homes and our temporal needs, the Lord is ealling upon we
to turn from these alluring financial schemes of the world to
investments that ave far-teachmg and etermally safe,

E. K. SuapE.

Souwth Lancaster, Mass.

I roLnow my Bible in all things, boih great and gmall.

My only rule for doing a thing is plain Seripture.

I try every church and gvery doetrine by the Bible.

I am determined to do the work of Him that sent me.

T love the tyuth wherever I find it.

While we do live, lot us live in eamest.

1 feel and grieve, hut fret at nothing,

We have need to use all the common sgenss that God has
given us— Gems from Wesley.

“ MEN who want praise, don’t deserve it; men who deserve
praise, don’t want it.”

“YoU cannot repent too soon, heeause you de not know how
soon it may be too late”

-
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| “ CHRISTIAN HOME DAY ”

Suggestive Program for Home Missionary
Service .

(Sabboth, January 7)

OrENivg Sowng: “On Jordaw’s Slormy Banks,” No. 905 in
“ Chrigt in Bong.”

[Bible Reading,

" [Prayer

Chuvech Missionary Report.

Offering,

Children’s Song: “Let the Liftlo Cues Come” No. 68 in
“ (,hmst in 8ong.”

Reading: * The Home an Obaeet Lesson.”

Reeitation ““Walking in Papa’s Footsieps.”

Bible and Testimony Study: “ Light in Jvery Dwelling of the
Baints.?

Dialogune: “It’s Fun Boing CGood.”

Reading: “ Paronts’ Lossons.”

Closing Song: “ Daughter of Zion,” No. 904 in “ Christ in Song.”
. | Benedietion.

Distribution of Leaflets.

Note to Leaders

Christian Home Day is, appropriately, the first Sabbath in
the year, ‘What the lifs in the home ig, that will the life in
the church he. The children, rightly trained in the Christian
kome, will be the strength of the chureh as they grow to
maturity. Bvery effort should be put forth by the churck to
foster true Christisn homes. To this end every home ghould
be eneouraged to study Parents’ Lessons.

Let preparation for the program be made in good time. Those
who are to take part, especially the children, should have the
material in hand ag scor as possible. In the short Bible
) reading at the beginning, the texfs should be assigned hefore-
| hand to as wmany good readers, Let the two articles be given
il 'po persons who read elearly and distinetly,

‘17 A supply of the leaflet, # Parents’ Lessons for 1028,” will be
! sent to each chureh leader. Plensc see that these leaﬁets are
¢! ‘distributed at the elose of the moeting,

1k . © +Home MisgIoNARY DEPARTMENT,

Blble Readmg

B WE[() is the supreme Head of the family? Eph. 3: 15.

" How much does He care for Hig children? Matt. 7: 7-12.
“What iz the rule in this family? Matt. 12: 50,
* What is the duty of children? HEph, 6:1-3,

- What is the duty of parents? Eph. 6: 4,
"', ' What is the duty of all toward little ones? Matt. 18: 10.
) ‘. To what home do we all look forward$ Xeb, 11: 16,
e ‘What is the Lord’s promise mneermng it? John 14: 1-3,
a1 What vigion of this future home is given us{ Rev. 21: 1-5.

The Home an Object Lesson
M, L. KERN

1 IN ope of his poems, Wordsworth paints a beawtiful word
o | ‘pieture of the simple home of 2 highland shepherd, where an
!‘ 1 old man, hiy faithful companion, and finally a son of their old
"1 age, had toiled early and Iate for a sustenanee, and to seeure
1 their patrimony free from debt. The storms that had driven
travelers to their shelters had called the old shepherd to the

f‘ . Mountains to look after his flock, and there “he had beem
alone amid the heart of many thousznd mists; 7 and even when
the day was done “ far infe the night the housewife plied her
’énim peculiar work,”

" And thus he speaks of the light that always shone out from
3- tltus Buymble home:;
' “ Thig light was famous iz ifs meighborhood,

' And wag a. publie symbol of the life .

That thrifty pair had lived. Yor, as it chaneed,

! Their eottage on 2 plot of rising ground
Stood single, with large prospsct, north and south, .

- And westward to the village near the lake;
And from this constant light, so regular
i I And go far seen, the house 1tself by all

b ‘Who dwelt within the limits of the vale,
! Both old and young, was named ‘ The Evaning’ Star.) ¥

| Am the light shining from this shepherd’s home became,
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to, all who dwelt within the limils of that vale, the symbol of
thrift, integrity, and loving service, so every Christian home
everywhere should be a lamp of life, sending out its radiant
beams far and near, a symbol of the Christ-life i this dark
world, and a star of hope to weary travelers seeking rest
from sin,

In “ The Ministry of Healing,” page 352, we are told that
“the mission of the home extends beyond its own members.
The Christiar home is to he an objeet lesson, illustrating the
excellence of the true prineiples of life. Sueh an illustration
will be a power for good in the world. Far more powerful than
any sermon thet ean be preached iz the influence of a true
home vpon human hearts and lives,”

In the plan of God the home is the unit of all organization,
Parents and ehildren are bound together by ties of love and
muiual dependence in a way that no other group ean be uwnited.
The home is the divinely ordained fountain of life. The
church, the state and society are composed of members whose
lives and characters were molded by their home envirenment.

It is evident that any uplifting influence that should ecome
to the world must needs come fivst of all to the home. The
spirit of propheey has told us that “in all that pertaing to the
success of God’s work the very first vietories are. to be won in
the home life,”

Seventh-day Adventists’ homesd, then, are the vanguard of the
church, If the church is called to lift its standards of right-
eousness, thoge standards must first be adopted in our homes.
If the word is given to advanee in our great missionary enter-
prise, that advance must be a subjeet for ecounsel and deeision
in the family circle. If a forward movemeni in personal mis-
sionary endeavor i proposed, it is from the home centers that
this blessed ministry must radiate, It is highly fitting, there-
fore, that on thig Sabbath day, set apart as ¢ Christian Home
Day,’”” we should cohsider the home as an objeet Iesson,

Even the blessed Christ could not impress His divine char-
acter upen a sinful world by sending written messages alone;
so He came down here to live His life among men. He set up
His abode in a little' villige of human habitation, and lived
and worked in assoeiation with men in their ordinary activitics,
that He might aequaint us with the divine life. “ The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us.*”

So, as stated above, the influence of the truth as_embodied
m the everyday life of a frue home, is far more powerful to
change hearts and lives than iz any sermon, however good it
may he. The world, is, after all, move profoundly influenced
by what the ehureh lives, than by what the minister preaches.

Some years ago I eame in contaet with a well-known Amer-
ican, a leader of thought, who asked me whaf denomination
I vepresented. When I told him, he said, “ Oh, yes, I know
your people somewhat; I lived in my summer cothage right
near a Seventh-day Adventist family, in faet, we lived with
them for several weeks before our cottage was finished.” T al-
mosgt held my breath for the next comment, But he went on
to say, “ That family was ore of the finest Christian families
I ever knew. Theirilove and devotion to each other, their spirit
of neighhorly helpfulness, and their loyalty to their religious
convietions were surely very wholesome. They almost made
me feel like being an Adventist, In fact, I did keep their
Sabbath with them, and abtended their chureh during those
wecks,” That man, in his busy life of religlous work, very
likely would not hetve attended a tent meeting if it had been
held in hig neighborkood. He might never have gone beyond
his firet impressions of us as a peeulmr people Wwith some
fanatical ideas about keeping Saturday, if he had not come in
contact with a Seventh-day Adventist family of the right type.
Let us pray that God will help all Seventh-day Adventist fam-
ilies to be just such an influenee as this one was,

If love reigns in our homes, if they are places —

“Where little acts of kindness and little deeds of love,
Make cur homes an Edon, like the heaven above,”

then their influence will radiate far and near, and will gather
souls for the kingdom. Such homes will be missionary centers
from which the tvath will reach to am ever-widening cirele of
neighbors.

Speaking to pavents, the spirit of prophecy says, “ As you
take yowr children with you into the sexviece of the Lord,
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what a vietory you gain” Yes, it iz a double vietory, in
winning others to the trath, and in developing the missionary
spirit in the children. It says further,

“Tf this work were faithfully doue, if fathers and mothers
would work for the members of their own families, and then
for those around them, uplifting Christ by a godly life, thou-
sands of souls would be saved. When God’s people are truly
converted, when they wealize the obligation resting on them
to labor for those within their veach, when they leave no
means untried to Teseue sinners from the power of the enemy,
the reproach will be remeved from our churches.”

Brothers and sisters, d¢c we waut the reproach rolled away
from our churches? Then let us organize this fanily mis-
gionary society, and go to work in the name of our Lord.

And guch homes will be a fine influence for lifting the stand-
" ards of Christian living in the church, and in saving the chil-
dron and youth. In “ The Ministry of Healing,” pages 354, 355,
some very definite instruction iz given with refervence to the
possibilities of making our homes life-saving stations for our
young people. It says:

“QOur homes should be a place of refuge for the tempted
youth., Many there are who stand at the parfing of the ways.
Every influence, every hmpression, is determining the choice
that shapes their destiny both here and hereafter. Evil invites
them. Its resorts are made bright and attraective. Thay have
& weleome for every comer. All about us are youth whe have
no home, and many whose homes have no helpful, uplifting
-power, and the youth drift inte evil. They are going down
to ruin within the very shadew of our own doors. . .. If we
would show an interest in the youth, invite them to our homes,
and gurround them with cheering, helpful influences, there are
many who would gladly turn their steps into the upward path.”

Let us pray, to-day, that our Seventh-day Adventist homes
may be more and mare true object lessons, “ illustrating the ex-
cellence of the true principles of life/— object lessons of
Christian living to the werld gbout us, objeet lessons of love
and loyalty to each other, and to the church in all of its aetiv-
ities, and object lessons to our youth who may not yet have
found the way, or who have not become settled in their Christian
experience, Let the mofto in every household be, “ God hless
our home, and make it an objeet lesson te the chureh and to
the waorld.”

“Light in Every Dwelling of the Saints*

J. A, BTEVENS

Trar is a tragically gripping story of the falliug of the
plagues just before the children of Israel were delivered from
slavery in Egypt. The Egyptians had opportunity for genera-
tions to learn of the true God, but cloged their eyes and shut
their ears to every revelation of His truth. At Iast the hour
of deliverance for God’s chosén people came, and His judg-
ments fell upon their oppressors. The plagne of darkness
mantled country and people, token of their rejection of  Glod,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness.”

Just at this point in the historic narrative there is a statement
of tremendous significance. “ Moses stretthed forth his hand
toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land
of Egypt three days: they saw not one another, neither rose
any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel
had light in their dwellings.” Tx. 10: 22, 23,

The experiences of God's people during the exodus movement
were a figure of the experiences of the advent movement in
these lask days, As in the days of Egypt, so to-day the world
i rejecting God, and choosing darkness, Isaiah told of these
days when he wrote: “ The davkmess shall cover the earth, and
gross darkmess the people,” Isa. 60: 2. Burely spiritual dark-
ness iy deepening everywhere, and the pewers of darkmess are
taking control of the world.

* Christ is coming with power and gveat glory. He is coming
with Hig own glory, and with the glory of the Father. He ig
eoming with all the hoty augels with Mim., While all the world
is plunged in darkness, there will be light in every dwelling
of the saints. Thoy will eateh the firet light of His second
appearing— Christ’s Object Lessons,” p. 480.

[
l
\
In ancient days the blood on the doorpests indicated tHe
homes of families that worshiped the true God. There w:is
light in their dwellings. 8o in these last days, the homes cff
families that worship God will be lighthouses, radiating ah
uplifting influence in the community where they are located,
by uplifting Christ in worship around ihe family altar. Tt ha#a
besn foretold of this perilous time; ¢ As the praying omes cnn'
tinued their earnest eries, a ray of lght from Jesus would at
times come to them, to encourage their hearts, and light up
their countenances™ —* Tastémonies,” Vol. I, p. 181.
Wherever Abraham sojourned he erected an altar, gathering
hig family aboui it in earnest worship, “ They which are of
faith, the same are the children of Abraham” @Gal, 3:7. A
“ family altar” should be erected in every Seventh-day Ad.
ventist home, and morning and evening the fainily should have
its worship, “In too many households, prayer i3 neglested
Parents feel that they have no time for morning and evenin,
worship, They camnot spare a few moments to be gpent i
thanksgiving to God for His abundant mercies,— for th
blessed sunshine and the shewers of rain, which cause veg-
etation to flourish, and for the guardianship of .holy angels,
They have no time to offer prayer for divine help and guid-
ance, and for the abiding presence of Jesus in the household.”—
¢ Patriarchs ond Prophets,” p. 143.
“The restoration and uplifting of humanity bsgins in the
home, . . . The well-being of society, the success of the ehureh,|
the progperity of the nation, depend uponr home influences.”’—
“ The Ministry of Heeling,” p. 349. It is not too mueh to say|
that the family altar is the center from which radiate divine
influences, nor is it overdrawn to declure that the family altar
is the object of Satan’s fiercost epposition. He will endeavor
to hinder the observance of family worship in every possible
way, and only eongecrated persistence will win vietory and pre-
serve the family worship service. Counsel from Heaven says: |,
« Fathers and mothers, however pressing your business, do not]
fail to gather your family around Ged’s altar. Ask for the
guardianship of holy angels in your home, Rememher that
your dear ones are exposed to temptations. Daily snnoysnces:
beset the path of young and old. Thoss who would live patient;
loving, cheerful lives must pray. Only by receiving constant .
halp from God can we gain the vietory over self” o
“The hours of morning and evening worship should be the
sweetest and most helpful of the day. Let it be understoed
that into thesa hours no troubled, nnkind thoughts are to in -
trude; that parents and children assemble to meet with Jesus,
and to invite into the home the presence of holy angels. Lt
the services be brief and full of life, adapted to the cccasion;i s
and varied from time to time. Let all join in the Bible read- .
ing, and learn and often repeat Gods law, It will add 'boJ
the interest of the childven if they are sometimes permatteﬂ; ;
to select the reading. Question them upen it, and let them -
ask questions, Mention anything that will serve to illastra %'
ite meaning. When the service ig not thus made too leagthy,:
let the little ones take part in prayer, and let them joia in .
gong, if it be but a single stanza, 'To make such a service what
it ghould be, thought shonld be given to preparation. And par-
euts should take time daily for Bible study with their children. ‘|
No doubt it will require effort and planning and some sacrifice ; ,
to accomplish this; but the effort will be richly repaid.”— . &
“ Eduoation,” p. 186. ¢
God designs that every Seventh-day Adventist home should
ba an uplifting influencs in' its community, a light shining in the |
fast-gathering darkness of these last of the last days. T.et the ;
altar fires burn brightly in your home, that light may shma
upon the pathway of your family as they go out and comse in. |

“From every Christian home a holy light should shine forth.
Love should be revealed in action. It should flow out in all | 4
home intercourse, showing itself in theughtful kindness, in
gontle, unsdfish courtesy. There are homes where thig prin-
ciple ig earried out,— homes where God 19 worshiped, and truest
love reigns. From thess homes, morning and evening prayer
ascendn to God a9 gweet incense, and His mereies and blessings
deacend wpon the suppliants Iike the morning dew, ‘ CI

“ A well-ordered Chrigtian household is a powevful argemerit [l
in favor of the reality of the Christian religion,—am argu-
ment that the infidei cannot gainsay. All can see that thewe




s an influence at work in the family that affects the children,
& that the God of Abrabam is with them. If the homes of
rofessed Christians had a vight religious mold, they would
xert a mighty influence for good. They would indeed he the
Flight of the world’ The God of heaven speaks to every
aithful parent in the words addressed to Abraham: ‘T know
him, that he will command his ehildren and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Loxd, to do justice
and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that
which He hath spoken of him./ *

Walking in Papa’s Footsteps

"Pwag a Sabbath merning, bright and fair,
But cold and crisp was the winter air,

For all night long the orystal snow

Had fallen and drifted to and fro,

T} hill and valley seemed fo be

Baut foam-eapped waves of a frozen sea.

A holy stillness was everywhere;

And nature hersclf had knelt in prayer.
No seund of laber from icebound mill;
Even the brook was muffled and still;

No buzz of bee, nor song of bird,

Nor even the chirp of a ericket was heard.

The farmer had said at breakfast time,
Before the bells began to ehime:

“T only ean go to chureh to-day,
The snow is too deep for horse and sleigh;
The roadside fences are hidden from view;
T will eress meadow and woodland, too.”

Now sturdy Ralph, but seven years old,
"Had never a fear of snow or eold;
He felt himself to be a man,
“If papa can go, U'm suve I ean,”
He said to himself, “ his iracks I see—
He has plainly marked the way for me.”

He reached the elrareh. In the family pew

He quietly sat, When mecting was through

The pasior came, laid his hand on his head,
“ How did you get here, my boy?” he said.
“0h, twas very easy to find the way —

T walked in my papa’s footsteps to-day.”

“In papa’s foolsteps! ” said the man of prayer,

| ¢ Listen, my friends, take heed, beware!
‘ The children all ave going to-day

Iu the paths we make; and if they stray,

The fault is ours., Take this thought home

And nxake straight paths in the days to come™
: — Bmily D, Elton, in

American Kindergarten Magagiue.

It’s Fun Being Good

A Dialogue by Two litde Girls

NuLLie: Hello, Mary Dee.

Mary: Good morning, Nellie.
that's visiting you?

Nenug: Oh, she isn’t up yet. She says she doesn’t go to bed
at dark and get up with the sun; at homte she stays up just
as long ag she pleases. She goes to the movies in the evening
and reads stories in bed, and hexr mother doecsn’t make her get
up till just in time for school, Sometimes she has to go with-
out lier breakfast, hut she always has a lot of candy somewhere
around, and she says that stays her stomach till dinner time,
if the teacher doesn’t see her eating it.

MarY: I don't think that’s a geod way to do. My father says
we ought to take care of ourselves, at least as well as we do
of our cars. And my mother says our bodies are temples for
God to live in, and He doesn’t like dirty houses. I should think
Jean would be sick,

Nennig: Well, T guess she is.  She’s very hard to get along
with. Her mother says the only way to do it is to let her have
her own way, and se she doesn’t ever have to wash the dishes
or take care of the baby,

MarY: Why, Nellie Mael
brother, don’t you?

Nerzie: Ye-e-s, I goess so, when he’s good.

Where’s your cousin Jean
¥

I like to take care of my baby

But you don’t
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like to wash dishes, Mary Dee. 1 know you don’t, for you told
me 80,

Mawy: Oh, that was a long thne ago, Nellis.
grown up sinee then, and—

NELLiE: Yes, a long time ago! Ii wasn’t more than two
months age. It was on my birthday, and my hirthday comes
next month, and — ’

Maky: That’s a whele year, almost, Nellie Mae. And a
whole lot of things ean happen in a year. ’Course, I don’t
exaetly like to wash dishes, hut mother us’ally helps me, and
she tells me the nicest storles while we’re doing it, like, “ The
Baby in the Boat,” and “ The Girl That Kept the Door,” and
“The Little Deer That Thought He Knew More Than His
Mother,” and ¢ The Churp That Was Never Through Churning,”
— oly, that's a good one, Nellie!

NEpLIE: Where doeg she get such stories, Mary? My mother
can’t tell storics. T used to ask her to, but: T den’t any more,
‘cause she won’t, and anyway, Jean has some in a magazine
she bought, and some books. But she says not to tell my
mother, ‘cause —

Mary: Then they're no good, Nellie. If I didn’t tell my
mother everything, I'm afraid she wouldn't tell me anything.
And my mother knows more than ‘most anybody, Nellie,
’specially since a year ago when she started in the Mothers’
Seciety. That’s where she got her stories; mostly. And that's
not all, What she doesn’t know, daddy knows. He can tell
you more things ahout trees and stars and cows and things; and
mother — she’s just full of fowers and birds and—

NEeLLE: Is ghe a vase or a hird cage, Mary Dec?

Mary: Oh, you know what T mean, Nellie Mae Evans! My °
mother says she’s just getting acquainted with the house of
onr Father. And say, Nellie, last Sabhath we were out walk-
ing, ard what do you think we saw? A squirrePs mest up in
2 tree. And daddy told me all about the little squirrels that
were snuggled up for the winter, and mother said, soft like,
“ Foxes have lioles, and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man hath not where to lay Fis head.” If you dom’t
have any foxes, you know, you can take squirrels.

Nrrrie: You mnst have a reg’lar school at your house, Mary
Dee.

Mary: That’s what it is, the nicest kind of school. Mother
and daddy say they want our home {o be a trae Clristian
gchool; and I do too. Why, Nellie Mae, I haven’t begun to
tell you. I just wigh your mother would go to the Mothers’
Seciety, like my mother wanted her to, and-—

Nevze: Say, Mary, do yow think it’s wreng to go te the
movies?

Mary: Well, P’ve never been to a theaicr show in all my
life, but my father says they tcach bad things. And anyway,
I have so much fun, ’specially thiz last year — stories, and
Junior Reading Course, and bird’s nests, and painting sunsets,
and iaking care of Dickie, and learning to sew and to cook,
and ob, ever so muchk — why, Nellie Mae! it's like my mother
says: You don’t have time to play with those things when
you're husy and happy as I am.

I've sort of

Parents’ Lessons
ARTHUR W, SPALDING

“Look here,” sald my friend the elder, ‘‘ have you seen
this? ” and le handed me a clipping of a newspaper editorial,
in which the prime eause of the ¢rime wave sweeping the coun-
try was traced to indulgent and neglectful parents,

“Thank you,” I said; “X have not seem this one hefore,
hut I was expecting every minute to see it. Never a day
goes by but gome judge, some edumeator, some editor, some
special writer, rises up to hlame the American home for the
flood of Ameriean crime. The sorrowful thing ahout it is
that they are all so terribly right, It 4s true that the prin-
cipal cause of crime is the laek of good-encugh hemes — not
just good homes, but homes so good that, instead of missing
by a hair's breadth the saving of their children, they suceeed
by a wide margin in making of thelr ehildren true and virtuous
and noble young men and womexn.

“ But,” I said, “the eritics of the home have the same fault.
Tley are good eritics, but they are not good emough. To be a
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good enough critic, one has to be a constructive oritie, a teacher,
‘When the poor parents, bsaten down by the sjorm of condem-
nation, turn in despair and say to thsir eritics, ¢ What shall
we dof’ ths eritics reply, ‘ Why, make your children ohedient
and pure and industrious and religious.’

“ And ths parenis say, ‘' We have tried io do that, but the
world about us gets such a hold on them, with its ammusements
and its fashions and its ambitions, that it iz too mueh for us.
Tell us, O critics, how o accompligh this superhuman task.’

“ And the eritics reply: ‘ Oh, well, that’s your business, We
are not teachers; we ars critics.”

Now we parenis need feachors. The profession of parenthood
is the most important profession in the world, and parents need
training fer it. Mrs. E. G. White says: “ Never will edueation
accomplish all that it might and should acecomplish, until the
imporiance of the parents’ work is fully reeognized and they
receive a training for its sacred respomsibilities.”—* Bdusa-
tion,” p. 276. .

We can never suceeed in training our children by mere for-
biddings, by a purely negalive program. If is not enough to
say, “Don’i disobey me,” “ Don’t read thab book,” “Don’t go
to those movies,” “ Don’t atbend thai dance,” * Don’t go with
that wild party.” We have to lead our children in the doing
of good and delightful things, in the gaining of knowledge of
nature and of book, in pleasures pure and life-giving, in high
ambitions that will grip and hold them, We have so to teach
and so to train our children thai they will bs self-diseiplined,
filled with knowledge of God’s revelation and creation and plan,
and s¢ always ready, with our help, to choose the right and
- blessed way in all their youihful lives. And to know liow to
do that requires study and training.

Public lectures and germons on the responsibility of parents
are good. This special service to-day is good. It is good for
parents to say “ Amen” to all this. But thiy Christian Home
Day will mean little in the making of Chrisian homes, it will
have little effect in saving onr children from the Sodomite evils
surrounding them, unless parents, young and old, put themselves
io the iask of reeciving “a fraining for their saered respon.
sibilities.”

The Home Commission of the General Conferenee offers this
opportunity to parents and prospeciive parenis. Through the
Poarents’ Leossons, issued monthly, which are to be studied
privately or in the local Mothers’ Sociely or Parsnts’ Couneil,
it provides definite, progressive, interesting lessoms on all the
problems of parents, and in all the various phages of Christian
home eulture,

For five years these Parents’ Lessons have now boen issued,
There havs been each year about fifteen hundred subseribers,
representing possibly i{weuty-fivs hundred pareni-students.
There have been avomnd one lindred iwenty Mothers’ Societies
and some Parents’ Couneils, studying and working, The Lessons
have not only reached every part of the Unijed States and
Canada, but have gone inte all the other English-speaking
countries, and to many of our missionaries in heathen lands.

But there are approximately fifty thousand Sevenih-day Ad-
veniisgi parents in English-speaking countries alone. There
are sevenfy-five thousand children and young people who need
Chrigtian parenis that have received “ a training for their sacred
regponsibilities,” The social and moral probiems which con-
front these children and young people have tremendously in-
creased over what they wero ton, fwenty, thirty years age. The
standards of society have greatly lowered. TFew adults fo-day
realize what the on-coming gemeration face; fewer still are
prepared to support and train their ehildren to meet these con-
ditions aright.

Suech specifie help is offered to parenis in Parents’ Lessons,
deseriptive eireulars of which will be given you at the close
of the meeting. These Lessons require not merely reading, but
study, effort, and co-operation with other Christian parents,
It is training of the character demanded by the Lord.

Seventh-day Adventist parents, is the goal worthy the effort?
When we shall gtand before the great Judge and Father of all
and hear His inquiry, ¥ Where are the children I gave you to
frain for Me? ” shall our answer be, “ Lord, we did not have
time te prepare to save them for Thee ?{ or shall it he ths glad
responhse, “ Here, Lord, are we and the children Thou hast
given us 7%
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Missionary-Prayer Meeting Suggestions

January 4

Tor1c: “ The Home, the Foundation.”

TexT: Gen. 18: 19,

SeEp THOUsATS: When God Himself would start a nation,
He made home life the deciding quesiion. He selected Abra-
ham as the head of the home. The home is God’s unit of
sociofy, the foundation of our governmenti. Our denomination
is no stronger in deep religious current than our homes, * Re-

form fhe church in your own home—* Testimonies,” Val.

VIL, p. 67. (Read “ The Ministry of Healing,” p. 849.)
January 11
Torro: “ The Home, o Builder of Character.”

Texr: Luke 2:52,

Brep THoveHrs: Ths home life of Jesus, He speni thiriy
years in home iraining in preparation for His great mission.
(Bead “ The Ministry of Healing,” pp. 349-352.) The home
is the first and the mosti importani school for the development
of eharaeter. (S8ee “BEdueation,” p, 276.) Rehearse sxperi-
enee of Moses as am examyple of molding character. (See “ Pa-
triarchs and Prophets” p. 244.)

Jannary 18

Toric: “ The Home, an Object Lesson,

TexT: 2 Kings 20: 1-21,

SpEp THoUGHTS: (1) God’s counsel to Heseliah. Verss 1,
(2) Hezekiah's grief, Verse 3, (3) God’s merey to him.
Verses 4-11, (4) Vigit of the king of Babylon. Verses 12, 13,
(5) Isaiah’s question. Verse 15, (6) Hezekiah’s answer. Verse
15, (7) Whai do my neighborg see in my house? Is it an
sxample in love, thrift, courtesy, service, peace, eleanliness,
hospitality, honesty? The home should be a missionary center.
“ Christ’s Objeet Tessons,” pp. 352-355, “ Testimonies,” Vol,
IV, p. 188, '

January 25

Torrc; * The Home, & Bulwark Against 8in”

Trxr: Joshua 24; 15.

SEED TrHouGHTs: Joghua's firm stand for prineiple. The fear-
ful breaking down of the home in the world and in the church.
The Elijah mesgage, Mal, 4: 5, 6. Advancemeni of the work
of God depends on Christian homes. “ Testimonies,” Vol. VI,
p. 430, Religion in the home, Id., Vol. VII, p. 43. Influence
of the family altar. Id.,, Vol II, p. 701, Our vesponsibility
as parents. “ Patriarchs and Prophets,” pp. 143, 144

Rises in the Night to Read His Bible

ON a recent trip to Guatemala and Salvador, Elder C. E.
Wood eame in contact with a company of belisvers which has
been raised up entirely as the vesuli of home missionary werk,
One man who owns the largest dvy goods store in the eity is
taking his stand for the truth, with his family. In this family
are four persons who were born in Bethlehem. The sntire
family is very snthusiastic coneerning ths truth, and the msr-
chant told Brother Wood he often arises in the night to vead
and study his Bible.
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Heaven’s Reporting System

* AnGELB keep a faithful record of every man’s work.’—
“ Testimonies,” Vol. I, p. 198,

“ Every act of love, cvery word of kindness, every prayer in
behalf of the suffering and oppressed, is reported before the
eternal throne, and placed on heaven’s imperishable record.’—
“ Testimonies,” Vol. V, p. 133,

“ A report is borne to heaven of every suceessful effort on
our part to dispel the darkness, and to spread abroad the knowl-
edge of Christ. As the deed is recounted before the Father,
joy thrills through all the heavenly host.”— The dets of the
Apostles” p. 154,

Reporting can be @ blessing in more than one way. Tt will
help and encourage others to take part in this soul-saving work;
and further, it will be a blessing and encouragement to us to
do still more for the Master, Many would be surprised to see
how little they are doing for lost souls if they should take a
peneil and paper and put down the efforts they have made dux-
ing the past week or month. By reporting, we check up on our-
selves; and it usually stimulates we to do more. * Examine
yourselves,” says the word of God. It is a splendid thing for
us to examine ourselves often to see how much we are doing for
those who are lost; and one good way to do this, is, prayerfully
and under God, to make ozt & report of our missionary en-
deavors every week—dJ. I. Robison, in the Inter-dmerican
Division Messenger.

Wake Up!

“ AWAKE, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall shine wpon thee.”

Martin Luther onee told a story about Satan, who ealled a
meeting of his devils, and asked them to report all the evil that
they had been doing among men, One of them said that he
had turned the wild beasts of the desert loose on a earavan of
Christians, and their bones were bleaching on the gand. “ What
of that?” asked Satan; “ their souls were all saved.” Then.
another devil spoke up. “For ton years,” he said, “ I tried to
get a single Christian asleep, and I sueeeeded, and left him go0.”
Then Satan shouted for joy, and all hell joined iz his delighi.

No wonder that Paul, the encrgetic, spoke of a slumbering
Christian as dead. What would he say if he should look in on
some of our churches? He would want to go to every church
member and shake him vigorously and try to wake him up. The
devils are not asleep, but too many Christians are sound asleep
and sunoring.

Never were wide-awake Christians more nceded than now.
Never hefore has the ehurch of God so many open doors before
it, so vast opportunities to reach men with the gospel and bring
in the kingdom of heaven, Newer hag the church had sueh re-
sources as it has to-day. For Christians to fall aslcep at their
tagk has always been @ sin; in this time it is z sin of infinite
folly and disaster.

T.et us make sure that the sin is not at any rate committed
by us. Whatever work God 'has intrusted to our eare, no matter
how small it may seem fo us, let us do it as if it were the great-
#5t thing in the world. To us, indeed, it is that greatest thing.
—— The Christion Herald, Sept. 10, 1927.

Ir there be some weaker one,
Give me strength to help him on.
If a blinder soul there be,
Let me guide him nearer Thee.
Make my mortal dreams come {rue,
‘With the work T fain would do;
Clothe with life the weak intent,
Let me be the thing T meant.

— Whittier.

NorHING that is worth having ever comes to oune except as &
result of hard work.— Booker T. Washington.

It takes a lifetime to build wp a goed reputation; it may he
lost in a moment,— Lutheran Standard.

1 HOME MISSIOVARY DFPE
MAIL BAG

Philippine Union Home Missionary Report
“ DuriNg the past two years our hrethren in the Philippines
have shown greater activity in earrying the mews of the king-
dom to those about them than ever before. It seems as if
many of our brethren are unable to rest unless they are doing

' something for others.

“The goal of the General Conferenee Iome Missionary De-
partment is, * Every member a worker and every worker a report-
ing member,! 'We are very happy to report thai for several
quarters during tho biennial period 100 per cent of our church
membership did some home missionary work and reporbed it.
The Philippine TUnion Mission is the first union in the world
to reach 100 per cent in reporting membership. The amount
of work done by our brethren is very large. For instance, 83,864
Bible readings were given; 76,361 missionary visits were made;
16,472 treatments were given; and 231,601 pieces of literature
were scattered. It would take ome Bible worker twenty-eight
years to give this number of Bible readings, and one eolportenr
at least twenty years to distribute this amount of literature.
It would take one purse at least five years to give this mumber
of treatments. The end is not yet, for as more and more be-
lievers are added and set to work, the amount of work done by
them will eontinue to grow, Many are the souls here that have
been brought to the feet of the Master by our conseerated home
migsionary workers. . . . We never tire of telling the story of
the ehureh in Pinamungajam, Gebu. One brother there seat-
tered a few tracts, and as a result there are three fine churches
to-day, one of about seventy memhers, another of seventy-five
members, and another of twenty members, making a total of
165. To begin with, there were just twelve mewbers in cne
little church, so we can see what the Lord has doue through
this gne brother”

Take special notice, please, of the stalement in the first para-
graph of this report, whieh says: ¢ It seems as if many of our
bretiiren are unable to rest unless they are doing something for
others,” May this be the experience of every believer in the
third angel’s message!

The Home Bibie Study League

Sonz answers have been received in response to the question-
naires semnt owt reeemtly to the Pine Ridge Reservation., Ome
Indian woman writes, “T sure thank you from the bottom of
my heart for the Present Truth.” 8he mentions that she has
been the organist for the Episecopal chureh since girlhood. She
requests more literature or the second coming of Christ.

An Indien man expresses a thousand thanke for the Present
Truth, Requests for literature indicate that the Sabbath,
gecond coming of Christ, and the Bible are among the most
interesting subjects. Thus far only one letter has been re-
eeived from the Regervation that shows any prejudice.— Gordon
Oss, in the Northern Union Ecaper.

WE quit the goal that we have gained,
) To seck the one still unattained:
The records we have made, we take
To point to records we shall malke.
Man’s hope lies not in what he’s done,
But in the task he’s just begun.
To-morrow’s glory! That’s the thrill
That spurs us on and strengthens will.
— Figld Tidings.

“ Right ” is a bigger word than either “ suceess ” or “ failure”
— C. 8. Tanner,
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Funior Missionary olunteer
| Meetings

Suggestion Corner for Junior
Superintendents

ArrpHoUGH your society has been well organized for several
months, there is something about the beginning of the year
which invites us te put new vim inte those habits which we
know will he a help in our Christian life. The Morning Watch
and the Bible Year should be especially emphasized. Ask for
at least two Morning Watch drille this month. Then be sure
that the Juniors are beginning their Bibls year on time. * A few
words from you abt each meeting time as to the chapters they
have read, or comparing their experience with your own will
help them to be faithful and earnest.
oitly ag we keep our econneetion with Heaven that we shall
have the power to keep those other resolutions for a befter
life which we all make at the beginning of eaeh year. Stress
the dcvotional features, Every superintendent who takes
advantage of these features knows what a strength they may
add to the soeiety. ’

We have some good news for you! ¥t has been arranged
for the Missionary Volunteers of Ameriea to have a speeial
missicn project, not a continent, not just missions in general,
but a special work for their meney to do. The fixst guarter
the young people and Juniors are asked to help establish a
mission among the Davis Indians at Mt. Roraima. We nced
$5,000 in three months. Ts not this a challenge? The teacher-
superintendent has a real opportunity. Begin right away to
help the Juniors earn money, (Sec Senior Notes to the Leader,
p. 12.) Can you not eorrelate your manual training” with
missions? Invest a small sum in gingham and make kitchen
holders, or prepare some simple guest towels and dainty
aprons for a sale. Then, how about the school gardens,
cannot they he made o yield good, fresh vegetables for sale
in the early spring? Perhaps your cooking class could make
Jellies for sale, or your boys could produce neat magagine racks.
A small investment might eneourage each Junior to make it
double itself, There are many ways, hdit the Juniors need
leadership. The superintendent ean do much te meet this spe-
cial need in the mission field by suggesting ways in which each
Junior may earn his dollar for this great work. H. H.

An Invitation
(For Week Iinding Januwary 7)

Suggestive Program

Songs: (Those that breathe a missionary spirit should be chosen, Nos.
B545, b61, 548, 479, 486, ete,, in “ Christ 1n Song " are appvopriate.)

Leader's Talk: * The Invitation.” {See Notes to Leaders,)

Prayer for Our Mission at Mt. Roraima,

Story: “ Finding the Davis Indians.”

Talk: * From Our Mt. Roraima Missionaries.” (See p. 12.)

Recitation: “ Bread for the Hungry.”

Superintendent’s Talk: ** Aceepting the Invitation.”

Close With Song and Prayer.

Notes ¢o Leaders

Think of it! The Missionary Volunteers of North Ameriea
are iwvited to raise $5,000 for special migsion work among some
of the Indiams of British Guiana. You have probably heard
of the Indians who have waited faithfully fourteen years for
a missionary to eome and ieach them more about Jesus. Last
year two families were sent ouf into that wilderness, and the
young people here are to help them establisk the mueh-longed-
for mission with the money which they raise during the first
three months of 1928.

The leader should have a map of Central and South America.
Explain that what is known to Seventh-day Adventists as the
Inter-American Division somprises all countries between North
and South Ameriea, the surrounding islands, and the north-
ern part of South America: Colombia, Venezuela, the British,
Duteh, and French Guianas, Now in the imterior of British
Guiana draw a mountain and name it Mt, Roratina, Then tell
the story of Brother Davis, who, fifteen years ago, tramped up
through that country, far frem elvilization, through forvest
aud plain, crossing dangerous rivers and elimbing steep trails.
Po the Indiang of Mt. Roraima he preached the message of
God’s love, and told them that Jesus was coming again soon. He
taught them some Christian eongs, and then when it seemed
that his work was bub just begun, he was taken sick with the
hlack-water fever and died atieuded only by his Indian friends.
He told them, however, that God would send other missionaries

Toint out that it is’

to them, Those people waited long for the missionary thas
Brother Davis had promised would come to them, Everywhere
through this country Indians ave sceking the way of life.
Shall we refuse the light to them by not doing our part in
furnighing the means which will bring it to them?

For Your Poster

Display a large outline map of South Ameriea, and in the
north, just about where Mt. Roraima is, draw the stone
foundations of a church. Write underneath, “ Will you help
to finish the chureh so bravely begun? #? Have this map before
the soclety as you take up the program.

Story: “ Finding the Davis Indians™

Jusr about two years ago, Elder Baxter and Elder Sutfon,
missipnaries in the TInter-Ameriean Division, started out fo
find the Indians that Elder Davis had visited so long ago, and
among whom he died. It was a very hard trip, for they had
to travel first by boat, then by cance, and finally they had
to tramp over hills and through valleys for eleven days before
reaching their destination. Often they had to gleep in a
wayside hut, sometimes they had to le oul in the open where
there was much danger of becoming infected, and yet God
blessed them and protected them. At Jast they reached there,
tired, but glad to be at their journey’s end. They swung their
hammoeks in a shed, but before they had fallen asleep a young
man came into the shed and said, “I want to be a good man.”
He began to sing, © There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus.”
Think of it, Juniors, hers was a man who eculd not speak our
language, and yet through all those fiffeen years he had re-
membered the words of that strange hymn. Many, many times
when his heart was lenging for help he had sung that hymm
and asked God to send misgionaries. Then other Indians flocked
in. Spon the song, “ Shall we gather at the river?” was ring-
ing out in that strange land, sung hy those Indians who had
kept faith, No wonder that our misgionaries felt thankful
that God had led them there through the wilderness, When
news spread that the Davis men were there, Indiang floeked
from the country, miles and miles around. One ehief offered
them a mission station already built, It had helonged to the
Catholics, but he said, “I built the mission, it is mine, and
we don’t want the Catholies.” Trihe after tribe pressed home
to them that they needed a teacher fo help them,

Wow, Juniors, it is to help establish a mission for these
same faithful waiting people that our meney is going during
these first three months of 1928. Just think, if every Jumior
Misgionary Volunteer earned just twenty-five cents, and every
Senior Misslonary Volunteer gave fifty cents, they would more
than build that mission over there at Mt. Roraima in three
months. Is therc any Junior who can’t earn twenty-five or
even fifty eents above hir Sahbath gehool offerings in three
months?

Bread for the Hungry

THERE comes a host, they stand at our door;
They eall and knock, and their naed is sore;
They eall for suceor, to us they ery,

They hunger and thirst— shall we let them die?

There are souls that are starving for the bread of life,
Theve are hearts with anger and malice rife,

There are weary and stricken and desolate ones

With no Tather i God, no hope in His Son.

Christian nation! O people, by Jesus made free,
To us is given — to you and to me —

To give our treasures, not counting our stove,
For in giving we're getting and gathering more.

Give pity and love —the love of the cross;
Give money and labor, not eounting it loss;
Give prayer evermore that the needy may be
Most bountifully fed, dear Saviour, by Thee —
By Thee, and through me,
— Selected.

Superintendent’s Talk: “ Accepting the Invitation”

THE purpose of your talk is to present fo the hoys and girls
2 praetieal way in which they ean eart money during the next
three months for these special missions. Set a definite goel,
Perhape you can arrange a dovies on the blackboard which can
stay there all during the three months. The chureh building
with the foundation laid, and each brick represénting a dollar
turned in, would show the progress of the campaign. For ways
of earning money sec the Suggestion Corner,




Our Star Friends
(For Week Ending Janvary 14)
Suggestive Program

(Have an enthusiastie song serviee, s number of Juniors
Open with No. 245 in “ Christ in Song " or

Songs:
choosing favorites.
with a song of similar sentiment.)

Seripture Reading: Psaims 147: 1.5. (Head verses 4 and b until all

ean repeat them with you.)

A Number of Sentence Prayers.

Leader’s Talk: “ Making Friends.”

Special Music.

Talk: ‘ Capelia and Her Kids.” (For this and the following two talks,
blackboard diagrams should be made. See page 13 of this paper,
or see pages 7, 11, and 156 of the Primary Reading Course Book,
“ Btar Stories for Little Folks,” by Gertrude Chandler 'Warner.)

Talk: “ Taurus and Aldebaran.”

Taik: * The Bright Stara of Orien.”

Recitation: “ Thoughts That Lead to God.”

: **Lord, Thy Glery Fills the Heavens.”
Song.”

Superintendent’s Talk: * The Path to the Throne”

HQong: No. 242 in “ Christ in Song’’

Close by Repeating Together the First Three Verses of Psalms 19.

Notes to Leaders

Winter is the best time to make friends with the stars. In
the long, clear, frosty evemings they seem to bend down as
if imviting a ehat, There iz a tradition that Abrahamm was
led to beeome acquainted with God by watching them. Day
after day he handled the idals of his father’s household, and
at night he watched the stars in their course. He was Jed
to believe that there was a God who made not only the earth
but the heavens,

Agide from the fact that the stars show us the wonderful
love and power of God, they may become rveal friemds to us.
When, on looking out of the window at any hour of night,
we see a famibiar face twinkling down on us, especially if we
have learned to wateh for that pavtienlar star and know its
name, we learn to love and greet it as a friend We may
enjoy g field of flowers and revel in their eolor, but when we
have come to recognize some special flower, perhaps an aster,
that same field seems to belong to us. Just so with the stars:
night after night we may be thrilled by the beauly of the
heavens, but there is still more for us when we learn 1o recog-
nize and ealt the stars by name. On a frosty mighi just to
wateh Orion go striding across the sky, or when the first violets
stent the air fo know that Arctwrns will seon take up his nightly
vigil. Just to know that Capella shines with a sof{ yellow
light all winter long, and that Betelgeuse sends its warm
reddish rays to us during the cold months. The stars are
always glad to get aequainted, and they are always there.
Each one is different and holds an interesting secret for us
to discover, It is hoped that those who attend this meeting
will find the stars spoken of and will look for them at every
opportunity. (If at all possible, the superintendent sheuld plan
to take the Juniors out of doors some early cvening and point
out the stars studied during the meeting.)

For the chureh announcement carry out the idea that the
stars are friends. Ask the Juniors to come to meeting pre-
pared to meet some friends. The prograin ean be profitably
supplemented by asking several Juniors to bring in Bible verses
in which stais ave mentioned.

Talk: “ Capella and Her Kids ™

WHEN the birds.are congregating to make their long tvip to
the warm South, if you look over the eastern horizon in the
early evening you will find onc of the brightest stars of the
heavens pushing its way up into the might. Or if in the dead
of winter you wateh the heavens some evening, there will be
a very bright star whieh will aitract your attention and
admiration, This iy Capella, Just to make sure that you ave
looking at this brilliant siar, suppose you find the Big Dipper,
and then instead of using the two real Pointers which mark
out the North Btay, imagine that the two top stars of the bowl
are poiating east, or to the tight. Follow along thig line until
you see a very bright star. Amother feature that makes us
sure of Capella is the fact ibhat very mear her you will see
three fainter stars. In years whem the shepherds watched their
sheep they called this star Capellz, whiek is the Latin word
meaning small she-goat, and they ecalled those three fainter
stars her three little Kids,

Now when yon have found Capella, see if you cannot pick
out the whole eomstellation that it is in. It s a five-sided
fignre looking very mueh Idke the pentagom that ouwr older
brothers and sisters draw when they arve studying geometry.

" This constellation is ealled Auriga (pronounced Au-ri’-ga), or
the Wagoner, . .

Capella is a great big sum, very mueh lke the one that
gives us light, only it is many times larger. It gives out 120
times as mueh light as our sun, And how far away from us
do you think it is? Well, light travels so fast that it can go

(See Notes to Leaders.)

(Ne. 341 in “ Christ in
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around the world seven and one-half times m one seeond; but
Capella is so far away from us that it takes forty years for
2 beam of Jight that leaves Capella to reach the earth. If
our sun were so far away as that, it would look no larger than
the North Star does to ug now. Another interesting thing about
Capella is that it is really two stars, which to us seem so
clgse that not even the most powerful telescope can see them
apart. Asfronomers have a little instrument that.measures
different kinds of light, which is ealled a speciroscope. Tt is
by the means of this instrument that they have discovered that
Capella is really two hig suns whirling around each other.
Capella is traveling away from us at the rate of twenty miles
a gecond, or more than a million miles in a day, and yet
it would take many hundreds of years, if the world should last
that long, for us to see any change in the brightness of this
wonderful star friend,

Talk: “ Taurus and Aldebaran

Ir you should imagine a line going from the top stavs of the
bowl of the Big Dipper through Capella and the three Kids,
you would find that it passes by six slars that look like a great
V in the heavens. The shepherds of ¢ld used to imagine that
the stars in this part of the heavens formed the ouwtline of a
great bull (Latin, Taurus), and that this V was the face of
the bull, and that the very bright star at the top of the V was
the bull’s fiery red eye. The name of this bright star is Alde-
baran, and it is indeed red; so we can hardly blame the shep-
herds for imagining that the bull was very amgry. Aldebaran
1s the ninth in order of brightness of all those that we can see.
At its great distance, it gives enly about one ninety billionth as
muek light as the sun, but at the same distanee as the sun we
would get fortyfive times as much light as we do now from
our sun. It takes thirty-twe years for a ray of light to reach
us from this friend of curs. Be sure to hunt for the eye of
the angry bull. The Pleiades, or seven sisters, a small group
of stars very elose together, are also a part of the constellation
Taurus,

Thoughts That Lead to God

THINK of the rivers running slow

Through the fields of lomg ago.

Think of gardens grecen and cool,
« Lilac walk and sunken pool.

Think of wind on any hill,

Think of moorlands clean and chill
Lit by gorse and golden rod;
Think of stars — then think of God.

— Fay Inchfown,
Talk: “ The Bright Stars of Orion™

Oxe of the most beaubiful constellations in the heavens
in January is Orion. To find it, fivst loeate your friends Capella
and Aldebaran and then lock just seuth of the latter. The
first thing you will notice about Oriom is that bright belt of
three stars, and three ofher stars that drop dewn from it very
much like the sword that the old shepherds imagined they
were, The middle star of this sword is not a star at all, but
a great cloud of Jight called a nebula. We will hear more
of that soon. But for the present after you have found the
beit, look to the »ight, and high above it you will find a red
star which the ancients thought marked the right shoulder of a
warrior. This is Betelgeuse, and it should be an 0ld friend
to every Junior. Astronomers tell us that it s se big that
if it were hollow our sun could be in the eenter and the earth
still revolve ahout if, with plenty of room to spare, Now lock
below the helt, and down to the left you will see a hright blue
glar. This is Rigel. Like Capella, Rigel has a companion star
o cloge to it that it s very diffieult to gee, especially as Rigel's
bright light overshines it -

Tollowing Orion is Sirins, sometimes called the Dog Star
because the shepherds of olden days thought that the bright
star whieh followed the great warrior of the heavens was hig
dog. This is the brightest star in the heavens. Its beams
sparkle witk a pure white Yight like an immense diamond of
the sky. In January Sirius rises just after sunset, so be
sure to look for it in the east in the early evening. This star
iz ome of the ncarest to ws, and its light takes only eight
and s half years to reach us,
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Both Job and Ameos, two men through whom God spoke to
Hig people in o0lden times, drew lessons from their observations
of the stars. (See Job 9:9; 38:31; Amoe 5: 8.)

Superintendent’s Talk: “The Path to the Throne”

PoINT out the middle “ star’’ of the sword in Orien on the
diagram as you talk. Tell how it really iy no star, but a
vast cloud of light that surrounds the “openm mpace” in the
heavens through which Jesns will come for us. If possible,
obtain a copy of the November, 1927, Parcnts’ Lessons.
If thers is a Mothers’ Society in your chmrch this will be
available. If not, the ome Commisgion of the General Con-
ference, Takoma Park, D. €, will furnish copies for 15 cents
each, In this, Professor Spalding has admirably told the story
of the great blazing ecerrider through which nimety thousand
worlds on orhits as big as ours might swing and never touch
each other. *“Tarly Writings,” page 41, also alludes o this;
“ The Great Controversy,” pages 635, 686, and 645, and also
“ Harly Writings,” page 16, give a vivid account of the -events
just before and during that wonderful trip when Jesus will
take Iis people home. Study these referemces and live thaf
week of heavenly travel as you tell it to the Juniors. Those
who obtain the story given in Parents’ Lessons will feel richly
repaid,

Noah, a Hero Preacher and Builder
(For Week Ending January 1)

Suggestive Program

Opening Song: “ Trust and Obey.”” (No. 485 in “ Christ in Somg.”)

Prayer, Cloging 'With the Lard’s Prayer in Unison.

Memory Gem: “ Noah Did According Unto AIl That the Lord Com-
manded Him.” (Have this quotation from Genesis 7:85 written
on the blackboard where all ean see it.)

Leader’s Remarks. .

Song: * Dare to Do Right”* {(Ne. 67 in * Christ in Song.”)

Talk: “ A Sailor Who Dared to Take Ridicule.”

Poem: * Qur Herxoes.”

Tallk: “ A Favorite With God.”

Symposium: * Noal’s Time and the Last Days.”

p. 14,

Song: ** ]v%aster, Hast Thou Work for Me?* (No, 571 in “ Christ in
Song.”

Close With Prayer.

(See Senior program

Leader’s Remarks

Jesus maid: “ As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be
also in the days of the Son of man.” The same conditions are
in the world to-day as were iun the days of Noah. People do not
love Glod, and they forget to thank Him for the hlessings He
gives them each day. They do not even love one another and alt
they think about is having a good time in this world. They
are living for this world and for this life alone.

Before the flood, God sent Noah to warn the world. As
the time of Christ’s second coming draws near, the Lord will
gend His servants with a message to the world., He is calling
to all who love Him and ohey Iim to tell the world that He is
going to deatroy it, and if they will put away their sing and
obey Him, He will save them. While Noah was fiving his
warning message fo the world, his works showed that he
helieved what God said. And so our lives will show fo the
world whether or not we believe what God says.

There are not mulfitudes on the side of right. Tn Noah's
day only eight persons were saved, and so to-day there are only
a few who will listen to God’s message. God is calling fo-day
for people t0 obey His commaudments, but many do not helieve,
Ag the people launghed and mocked at Noah, they will do the
same to God’s servants fo-day. God is calling fo the Juniors,
because they are young and strong. It will take courage to
gkand trus when people all around laugh at you and do not
believe ag you do, but Noah did not give up because they would
not listen fo him, God will take care of His servants, even
as he took care of Noah and saved him from the flood.

(For further thoughts on the life of Noah, see “ Patriarchs
and Prophets,” pp. 90-104, Emphasize the thought that God
has a message to be given lo the world to-day, the same as He
did in Noah's day.)

Talk: “ A Sailor Who Dared to Take Ridicule”

“ TaERE is nothing in the world that takes so much courage
a8 to stand alome. Noah lived in & time when the world was
very wicked, so wicked that God was serry He had made it.
At last He-determined that He would destroy mot only the
ﬁeoﬁ]e, but every living thing that He had creafed.” But He
remembered Noah, a man whe was full of courage, and was
2 good man, God told Noah to build an ark, and to wamn
the people that a flood was coming. How foolish it must have
seemed to the people about him to see Noah working away day
after day building this great ark. Who sver heard of such
& thing as a flood? What if it did rain? BEvery one could
go up on the hills and be safe. What do you suppose his
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neighbors thought of him? What do you suppose they said
about him? Perhaps no ons before him nor afier him had
been laughed at so much as he was, But Noah did not give
up. He was not discouraged because the people laughed af
him, and would not believe his message. He kept on sawing
and hammering and preaching.

At last he finished the ark. All the animals and birds came
two by two, or by sevens, into the ark, guletly and erderly.
Then God told Noah to go in with his wife and hjs three sons
and their wives. An angel shui the deor, and no man could
open if.

Still the people laughed. After seven days it began to rain,
and the water rose to the tops of the hills, and everything was
desfroyed except Noah and those that were in the ark.

We all know how it all came ouf, but let us see what hap-
pened after the flood was over, and Noah was safe on dry
grouud once more. The first thing that Noah did was to
kngel down and thank God. God promised him then that He
would never agaim send another flood to deatroy the whole
world.

Tt is not easy to stand alone. The hardest thing in the
world is to do right when those about one make fun of him.
It fakes courage. Only a real hero ean do this. Are you a
hero for God among your companiona? ’

Our Heroes

Herr's a hand fo the boy who has ecurage
To do what he knows to he right;

‘When he falls in the way of tsmptation
He has a hard battle to fight.

Who strives against self and his comrades
Will find a most powerful foe;

All honor to him if he conguers,
A, cheer for the boy who says ¢ No !

There’s many & hattle fought daily
The world knows nothing about;

There’s many a brave little soldier
‘Whose strength puis a legion to rouf.

And he who fights sin single-handed
Ts more of a hero, I say,

Than he who leads scldiers to battle
And conquers by arms in the fray.

Be steadfas, my boy, when you're tempted,
Do what you know to be right!

Stand firm by the colors of manhood,
And you will o’sreome in the fight.

“ The right!” be your battle ery ever
In waging the warfare of life;
And God, who knows who are the heroes,
Will give you the strength for the strife.

— Phoebe Cary.

Talk: “A Favorite With God”

“Nosm found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” Gen. 6:8.
This meany that Noah was a favorite with ¢0d? Why was
Noah 2 faverife with God? The next verse tells us: “Noah
walked with God.” This means that he kept close to Him.
If that is the way to hecome 2 favorite with God, any one can
be one, Tt looks as if being a favorife of God depended more
on ourselves than on God, doesn’t it?

In the twenty-second verse we find fhat it gays, © Thus did
Noah; according to all that God commanded him,” Noah was
obedient to God. He did just as He told him to, and did not
ask how long it was going to take him. Do we always do
just what God tells us to do, even when we know that we
shall get into trouble if we do not? Perhaps that was another
reason why Noah was a favorite with God.

Noah stood ag one faithful man among a whole werld of
pecple who did not believe in God. Though there wag sin all
about him, he was trne to God, and did what he believed fo
be right. He not only did right himself, but tried to get other
people to do right. For ome hundred twenty years he worked
to build an ark that he might be ready when God called him,

and during these many years he talked and preached to other |

people so that they might be ready when God called them into
the ark, IHe did not want to be saved alone. He was building
o big building, and he wanted to fake many people into the
ark with hi., Noah wag a strong man, and it took a strong
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man to build sueh a large, strong building, that would stand
against the storm that was eoming.

Then, too, Noah was patient. He did wot give up or get
sross beeause the people laughed at him, and said that he
was exazy. He tried to make the world better, and gave all
that he had to build the ark., I believe his patience wag also
tested when he had to stay n the ark a whole year and ten days.
But ke did not complain, for the first thing he did affer the
flood was over was to thank God for His love and goodmess.

Do you wonder now that Noah was a favorite with God?
Yes, we may all be favorites with God if we will do what He
tells us to do.

& —all

Saying and Praying
(Ior Week BEnding January 28)
Suggestive Program

Song Hervice and Opening Song: (Ask one of the Juniors to select
5 list of songs which he thinks would be appropriate for a prayer
service. Nos, 554, 516, 534, in * Christ in Song ™ are examples.)

Roll Call: “ Things We May Ask For.” (This should be conducted by
the leader, Bring out the difference between just *“saying” a
prayer and truly praying. Read the quotation given, and count
out the things that we may pray for and know that we are asgking
according to the will of God. Tmphagize the fact that the prom-
jse to “ keep the Morning Watch * in the Junior Law means
real “ praying.” Ask each Junior to answer to his name by
tolling of something he hag prayed for and received from God.)

Repeat Together Matthew 7: 7, 8.

A Season of Prayer.

Superintendent’s Talk: * Learning to Pray.”

Reading: * Saying and Praying”’

Recitation: “ Jush a Word WIth Jesns.” .

Symposium: * Prayers of the Bible”” (Give out the follewing names
and references, asking Juniors te teil about thege prayers ang their
answers, Eliiah, James 5: 17 and 1 Kings 18: 36, 37; Hezekiah,
2 Kings 19: 14-20, 32.35; Nehemiah, Neh. 4:9; Daniel, Dan.

s 2: 1‘9-1:2'3, 9 4-2fO.} Poll?

tory: “ Praying for a Doll. .

Closg by Repeating the Junior Law With Silent Prayer ¥ollowing.

Note for Leaders

Remember al} those good things that we promised ourselves
we wera going to do this year, we called them New Year
resolutionsd By this time you have found out again that we
eannot do those good things in our own strength. We must
have Jesus, and He must give very real help. Day by day,
if we will only tall it all over with Him, He will send just
what we need, Dear Juniors, let us not miss sueh a blessing,
let us really talk with Him each day. And-let us not only
talk shout it thiy program time, but let us do it. The leadera
should have speeial prayer as they plan this program. Call
the officcrs together for a epecial season of prayer just before
the meeting.

Roll Call: “ Things We May Ask For”

« yox pardon of sm, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike
temper, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift
He has promised, we may ask; then we are to helieve that we
receive, and return thanks to CGod that we have received.”—
“ Bducaiion,” p. 258

Supervintendent’s Talk: “ Learning to Pray”

Oxw day one of Jesus' disciples came to Him requestiug,
“TLord, teach us to pray.” When the disciples saw Jesug
in prayer, they felt a real longing to be able te pray as He
@il They, no doubt, had been taught the prayers of the
Jewish church, but these seemed so lifeless and meaningless
to them. They desired that Jesus should teach them to pray
a¥ John the Baptist had taught his disciples.

But why did the disciples so desire to be able to pray well?
They had observed that whenever Jeems prayed, the Father
anewered. Before God answered Hie prayer to bring forth
Tazarus from the grave, Jesus said, “I knew that Thou hearest
Mo always.” At His baptism He prayed; and God Himself
spoke the answer to Hie prayer. When Christ challenged the
tempter in the wilderness, prayer caused Satan to_{lee, and
brought the angels near. Jesus was so confident in prayer
that He knew the Father would send more than twelve legions
of angels at His eall, But He also knew when sueh a request
would be entirely displeasing to God. Peter was converted as
an answer to the Master’s prayers for him. Again, in the
garden, vietory came as He prayed the more oarnestly esch
time. The greatest prayer ever prayed —the prayer whieh
caused men and angels to marvel — was prayed on the eroes.
Only Christ could pray, “Father, forgive them.” Only 2
Chrigtian may learn to pray it in the same spirit ths Master did.

Prayer i mote than a set of words. It is “the opening of
the heart to God as to a friend.” To pray we must know God;
we must kunow His will for ue, It means that while we hope
to see Jesus, we will be preparing for His return. Only as
we soe the answer to our prayers will we find pleasure in pray-
ing, for prayer is a heavenly art mastered by practice. Let us
learn to pray in the trustful way Jeeus prayed to His
heavenly Father, Lovisk C. ELEUSER.
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Reading: “ Saying and Praying "’

Mr. Moopy once related this ineident eoncerming his own
little son: “My wife came down one evening, and said she
bad had some trouble with one of the children, He was not
willing to obey, and he had gone off to bed without asking her
forgiveness. I went up and sat down by the side of the little
child, and said, ‘Did you pray tonight?’ ‘I said my prayers.’
‘Did you pray?’ ‘I said my prayers’ ‘Did you pray?’
“Well, papa, I told you that I said my prayers” ¢Yes, I
heard, you; but did you pray?’

“The little fellow wasg struck; he kuew ke hadn’t prayed.
How was he going to pray when there was something wrong
in hig heart? He could nof do it.

“ ¢ Well, now, said I, ‘are you going to go off to sleep with-
out praying?’ After a struggle, he said, ‘T wish you would
call mamma.” She came up, and was glad to forgive him;
and then he wanted to get out of bed and pray. He had ¢ said
his prayers,’ but now he wanted to ® pray.’”— United Presby-
teriam.

Just 2 Word With Jesus

JusTt a word with Jesus,
When you He down at night,

Will make sofler pillow,
Beeause the heart is right.

Just a word with Jesns,
When you awake from sleep,
Will help you all the daytime
Your promises to keep.

Just a word with Jesus,
‘When Satan makes attack,
Will drive away the tempter,
And make him turn his back.

Just a word with Jesus,
‘When you & cross must bear,
‘Will make the burden easy,
For He your cross will share,

— Selected.

Story: “ Praying for a Doll”

Dip you ever hear of Jesus’ sending 2 definite answer to a
little ehild’s prayer? Or did you think we must wait until
we are grown before He pays any attontion to what we ask
Him? Of course not, for ¥e loves the little children, and
hears even the smallest oneg when they talk fo Him,

Il tell you about a tiny little girl -—she was only three
years old — who wanted a dolly very, very much, Whom would
you tell, if you wanted something ke that? Well, this little
givl decided she would tell Jesus. She prayed to Him every
day, and surely He would be interested in what would make
her happy. So she talked it all over with Him —how she
wanted a nice big doll with good joints so she could move them
and make it sit and etand alone, and with golden curls, and big
brown eyes that would open and ehut just like she had seen in
the big store down town. Papa and mamma didn’t have much
money to buy dollies with; so wouldn’t Jesue send her one,
please?

Of course the answer didn’t come that day, nor the mext,
nor the next, But ghe didn’t stop talking to Jesus, and agking
Him over and over gvery day for the thing she longed so much
to have. She knew Jesus had heard for He said He would; and
she was eure the answer would come, so she kept praying.

One day she went upstairs for something. As she started
to pass through her big brother’s room, what de you suppose
she saw on his bed? Yes, a beautiful hig jointed dolly, with
golden curls, and dark brown eyes that opened and shutl Just
like ghe had deserihed in her prayer! Can you imagine how
happily and carefully she carried her treasure downstairs to
show the family?

When they asked where she got the doli, she told where ohe
found it, and how Jesus had sent it in anewer to her prayer.
While she didn’t know then how He had done it, later she
found that He had impressed a woman in another part of
the State to buy the doll and give it to her., Doesn’t this show
that Jesus hears what the little folks say? And this is a true
story, too, for I was the little ghl who prayed for and received
the beautiful doll, which I named Rosebud.

MarTHA MONTGOMERY.
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Seniov  Misgionary Colunteer
Meetings

Suggestions to Senior M. V. Leaders for
January

I many Missionary Vohmteer Societies, the beginning of a
new year finds a completely new eorps of officers leading out.
At the best there are usually a few new faces, and even the
older ones need to refresh their memories, so begin the year
by studying carvefully our Manual, “ Missicnary Volunteere
and Their Work,” up to page 339, at least. If your ecciety
doed not have a copy of this book, make it your first purchase
from the society funds. (Priee, $1.)

Officers— One of your first dutisg is to see that each feature
of the work hag leadership. The church elects only the
leading society officers. (See Manual, pp. 106, 107.) It will,
therefore, be necessary for you to choose a devofional aec-
retary, an edueational secretary, the band leaders, and any
other officer needed in your society. (See Manual, pp. 119-129
for duties of officers.) The devotional secretary should begin
at onee to stress the Bible Year and Morning Watch.

Goals— The greatest objectives are reached when we have
goals toward which we strive, g0 it is .essential that your
Missionary Volunteer Society have very definite goals. If you
have not teceived suggestive society goals, wrile at onee to
your loea! conference Missionary Volunteer seeretary. Pre-
sent these at the first meeting after receiving them, enlisting
a definite interest on the part of your members. Aveid making
the goale the main thing in your sceiety, but stress them fre-
quently to keep the eyes of every Missionary Volunteer con-
stantly upon them.

Missiens— Our plan for missions is guite fully outlined in
the progran for Jamuary 7. The first program of each quarter
will intreduce a new mission enterprise, thus giving you the
privilege ef finaneing feour different projeets during the year
1928, The seeond program on missions will be given the first
week of the last menth in the quarter, thns leaving time for

. an extra effort to reach your goal after the sccond stimulus is
afforded. Keep this missten projeet continually before your
society. The cyes of every Seventh-day Adventist young per-
son ehould be on the mission fields. If we cannot go, the least
we can do is to send our money, The financial side of these
mission enterprises for 1928 will be left with you, Missionary
Volunteers, for promotion through your loeal society programs
and efforts, "Why not, together with your other goals, set a
very definite goal for missions? Will you back the mission-
aries whoe have gone out among the Davis Indians with your
prayers and with your money? They need $5,000 during the
firat quarter of 1928,

Bands,— For instroetion see page 16.
be run as a regular feature each month,

This band page will
E. E. H.

Sharing Your Dollar With the Davis Indians
(For Week Bnding Januwary 7)
Suggestive Program

Song Service. (Nos. 80, 65, 122, 178, 214, 235, 254, in ** The Gospel in
_Song-” §e;e Junior program, page 8, for suggestions from  Christ
n Song.

Repeat in Unison Matthew 281 18-20, and the Lords Praver.

Leader’s Remarxks: * Getting the Vision.” (See Notes to Leaders in
Junior program on page 8. Digplay the map suppested, and be
sure that your Missjonary Velunteers get a real wvision of the
rprospects as we endeaver to help gend the Hght to these Indians
whom Brothey Davis wat compelled to leave without a leader.)

Story: " Findlng the Davis Indians,™ {See page 8.))

Recitation: “ Bread for the Hungry.” (See page 8.)

Talk: “ News From Our Mi. Roraima Missionarties,”

Spécial Sang: “ As a Volunteor.,” (No, 112 in ¢ The Gospel in Song.*)

Our Response: “ Sharing Qur Doliars With the Davis Indians.” (See
Notes to the Leader following.)

Ciose by Repeating in Concert the M, V. Pledge. (0f course, you have
tha M. V. Aim, Motte, end Pledge on display where all can see.
Repeat them often until their meaning has been burned inte the
henrt af every Missionary Velunicer in yaur society.}

The Bands Meet. (See page 16.) -

Notes to the Leader
Now just .what will it mean to share our dollars this year
with the Davis Indians? Te them there is no estimating how
mueh it will mean, eternity alone will reveal the hearts em-
couraged, the lives uplifted, and the souls won for the kingdem

of God. And to us what does it mean? It means that if every
North American Senior Missionary Volunteer gave 50 ecents,
and every Junior Missionary Volunteer raised 25 cents during
the entire first qnarter of 1928, there would be more than
the $5,000 asked for in hand to build the Mi, Roraima Migsion.
Remember, this means that there must be this much money
raised above your society expenmses and the home missionary
work whieh you are already fostering, Then,.too, it doesn’t
seem that we should curtail our Sabbath school offerings
either, doeg it? The missionaries supported by that money
need it just as much as those of Mt. Roraima. 8o dividing
our dollar with the Davig Indiane will mean that one dollar
each gnarter which we have planned to use for curselves will
be shared with the Davis Indians. Asg Missionary Voluntesrs
who are blessed with the light of this gospel truth, will we
share with those who sit in darkness? The guestion is yours.

Call for pledges, and euggest ways by which money can be
earned. It would be well to keep the ehurch foundation, sug-
gested for to-day’s poster on page 8, in view continually, Per-
haps you will build the church by adding a stone for every set
amolunt raised. Of course, the ameunt each stone represents
will depend upoen the size of your society.

Talk: “ News From Our Mt. Roraima Missionaries

During the autumn of 1926, four young people prepared to
go to this isolated field. They sclected their equipment care-
fully, for they would not he able to reach a store for months
and months at a time, And beeause nedarly all of the way their
goods must be carried over narrow trails, they must leara to
do without many of the things that we in this country con-
sider necessary. But Brother and Sisfer Christian and Brother
and Sistsr Cott had given themselves for service, and they
were ready for the sacrifice, At last everything was ready,
and they reached Georgetown in British Guiana from which
they would go into the interior, perhaps not te see other white
pecple for years to come,

As this is being written in October of 1927, word has eome
from these travelers. Brother Christian’s letter tells of the
price these Indians are willing to pay in order to bring the
missionaries to their own people: '

“To me the saddest part of the trip is ths thought that
already it has eost the lives of twe Indians, One of these
was Amos Daniel, who was the church warden from Roraima,
and the cne that had led out in the sehoel work since the death
of Blder Davie. e had waited at Anandabaru for us for
moye than three months, and while waiting contracted the fever
from which he died, just a few days before we were able to
get to him, The other was a Patamonian Indian whe had come
to work for us”

Terrible rains held baek the missionaries, althongh, with
hearts that refused to become discouraged, they pressed on,
through hawdships that never can be described adequately on
paper. Wading through water up to their waists, climbing
over faHlen trees, fighting mosquitoes, facing difficulties with
an unfaithful guids, have been enly a few of the trials of
thoge who are delermined to help eave the Davis Indians. No
wonder that after three and ¢re-half menths out from Geerge-
town, Sister Christian beeame sick. Brother Christian’s diary
would wring your heart, as he depicts there the rising and
falling of their hopes for her recovery. Here is a page from it:

“June 29, We left for Geergetown. We said good-by to
Rrather and Sister Cott on the banks of Wong Creek, hat we
hope to seec them again soen. They will push on alone unti}
we join them again. Bolh of them were of good courage,
and were well, considering what they had been throngh, for the
eamned food is hard on one when he has to eat it for so long.

“ Now we must turn back, and retrace the steps we have
been g0 long in taking. But as we come back to Georgetown for
a time, there is nothing I weald rather do than go back again,
for to sece the faces of those Indians as they told nz guod-by
ig to sce a call that one cannot forget or ignore, As we parted
with four of the Indians from Roraima that had been with
ug the longest, the {ears came into their eyes, and the one that
spoke the most Iinglish, said; * We want Mamma Christian at
Roraima,’” and then he added,  Pretty soon you comef’ That
3% the call that ealls us back.

“When we left, there were forty-three Indians in the camp,
all of whom were from Roraima and are Arekunas. They
almost all understand some English, and we find it very sasy
to piek up some of their words; in fact, I believe it would be
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ouly a short time before one eould learn to carry on a conver-
sation in the Arekuna lamguage, for they have a very small
voeabulary. They can all say the A B (Us, and all that T have
heard try, cin sing a numther of songs. It does one good to hear
them whistling one of our songs while they are getting their
loads ready for the day. To me it means that ®ider Davis did
good, thorough work, and had good material {o work with.”

With the portions of this diary comes the word from
Georgetown, British Guiana, that Sister Christian is im-
proving., Brother Christian asked permission to veturn, leaving
his wife in Georgetown to recuperate. ITis request was granted.
Thus, so far as is known, all except Sister Christian are among
tke Indians in the hinterland at work bunilding the new mission.
How muech these dear workers away off on Mt. Rovaima need
our prayers! No daily, weekly, or even monthly mail will come
to cheer their lonely hearts! No regular eommunication what-
soever has been established as yet between Mt Roraima and
the civilized world. To go there involves real sacrifice! Surely
it is a privilege to help ““hold the ropes” of the Mt. Roraima
missicn.

e

Jewels of the Sky
(For Week Ending Janwory 14)

Suggestive I'rogram
Song Service. (Nos. 886, 341, 830, 320, in “ Christ in Song;"” 201, b2,
282, 198, in “'The Gospel in Song.”)
Scripture Reading: Psalms 19: 1.6; 148: 1-6,
Prayer,
T.eader's Introduction:  Friends New and 01d."
alge Junior leaders’ notes, p. 9.)
Male or Mixed Quartet: “ The Hand That Made Us’™
“ Christ in Sone.")
Chart Study: “ Stars of the Winter Night.”
Talk: * The Heavenly Twins.”
Recitation: * The Gates of Gad.”
Talk: “ Most Glorious of AIL”

(See Notes to Leader;
{No. 328 in

(Base on ‘ Parents' Lesgons,” for
November, 1927, Price, 16 cents, Order from The Homeé Com-
mission, Generm! Conference, Takoma FPark, D. Or, “In Star-
land,” by Fannie Dickerson Chase, a 1922 Senior Reading Course
book, pp. 199-204, Jf it is impossible to pet either, pather in-
formation sbout Orion from any hook on astromomy, and read
“ Karly Writings,” pp. 18, 16, 41,)

Sympostura: “ His Marveloue Worke.” (Have these texts memorized:
Gen. 1:16; Heb, 11: 8, first part; Ps. 148:5; Ps, 147:4; Pa. 182
1, 2; Fsa. 403 26; Ps, 104: 24; Rev, 14: 7, last part.

Song: “ We Are Nearing Home.” (No. 50 in “ The Gospel in Song.”)

Close by Repeating in Concert Amos 5: 8.

The Bandz Meet. (See p, 16.)

Notes«to the Leader

However indifferent we may be to the science of astronomy,
ag intelligent young people should we not feel uncomfortable
to have so large a body of natural beauty hanging over us in
full view, and not he familiar with it? It was with some such
feeling, no doubt, that Thomas Carlyle erled, *“ Why did not
gsomebody teach me the constellations and make me at home
in the starry heavens, which are always overhead, and which
I, don’t half know to this day??” If we eculd observe the
heavens but onee in a hundred years, what a sight it would be.
But sinee the sky is continually visible, it becomes commonplace
tous, Itissaid that Tychko Brahe, the great Danish astronomer,
hald God’s handiwoerk in such reverence that he always eclad
himself in his velvet robes of state before entering his ob-
servatory, To irspire within your Misgionary Volunteers this
reverencs, and a desire to study furtber into these things of
God’s ereation and care, is the object of this program.

We need not be able to trace all the constellations in order
to have a friendly aequaintanee with the important stars. Still,
in order to kmow the aspeet of the heavens, we must know the
pridicipal comstellations. They may uet mean so wmueh to us
at first, but as we become familiar with the outlines of such
constellations as the Ursa Major (the Big Dipper), Cassiopelda,
Orion; Liyra and Auriga, we will be more and more fascinated
with their study, and will greet them as friends. Some of the
larger groups will mark for us certain sections of ths sky,
while the small and beautiful ones will remind ue by their
presence that a certain season has arrived. The tracing of the
various figures represented by the constellations was not that
of exact seience, Mo ses the figures of heroes, kings, queens,
birds, and dragons in the sky, we must use our imagi‘n‘ation,.as
the ancient stargazers did. Once we become familiar with
them, the whole sky becomes glorifled to us.

Chart Study: “Stars of the Winter Night”

Tae winter sky in the worthern hemisphere is a very inter-
esting one. Looking to the morth, we see Polaris, the North
Star, always in the same position, while ground it wheel the
group which, in the lalitude of the United States and Canada,
may be seen the year round,—the Big Dipper, or the Great
Bear; Vega, the big blue star of the Lyra; the Little Bear,
or the Little Dipper, at the end of whose bandte is the North
Star; and Cepheus between it and the wide W of Cassiopeia.

To loeate Cassiopeia, dvaw a line from that star in the Big
Dipper where the handle joins the bowl, through the North
Star to an equal distance beyond, and you will find the star
at one extremity of an irregular W. This constellation was
named OCassiopeia in Greek mythology. (The stories of the
naming of all these constellations are interesting.) Some de-
grees to the northwest of Cassiopeia is Cepheuns, composed of
eight stars in an irregular shape, two of these quite bright and
in line with the polestar. These two stars make pointers to
Polaris, quite as good as those in the bowl of the Big Dipper,
but on the opposite side, A line through the centers of
Cepheus and Cassiopeia extended an equal distance will pass
between the constellations of Perseus and Andromeda. Lo-
cate - these.) At the western end of the line of stars that
constitute Amdromeda, is a large square of four stars which
mark the constellation of Pegasus, the winged horse. Xast
of Andromedsa and Perseus is the constellation Awriga, with
the bright star, Capella, shining with soft yellowish light.
(For direetions for finding Capella and deseription, see Talk:
“(apetla and Her Kids,” in the Junior program.)

{Bea Jnnior program for losation and deseription of other’
constellations.)
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Enlarge this diagram on the blackboard. Tip bottom of board back,
thus making north straight shead of your andienee.

Talk: “ The Heavenly Twins”

On the old astrological maps the constellation Gemimi, or
the Twins, was represented by two lusty-looking youtha stand-
ing in an affectionate attitude with their heads practically
congolidated, and cach wearing a star as a sort of monocle in
the outer eye. These stars are called Castor and Pollux, after
the brothers from whose eyes they are supposed to shine,
They are the brightest stars in the comstellation Gemini, which
is outlined by two almost parallel rows of stars, a few degrees
east of the star Capella.

Pollux is the brighter of the ftwo, and the only first mag-
nitude star in the constellation, But it is difficult to eon-
gider the two heavenly hodies apart from eseh other. They
He omly about four and a half degrees apart, and are so
eonspicuously a pair that each serves as an idemtifying mark
for the other, Moreover, Castor has not always been the in-
ferior star in point of brillianey. Three hundred years ago
he was brighter than Pollux, and though in the course of the
centuries e has been outstripped im brillianey by his brother,
he has still some points of superior interest, and is entitled
to be considered with respect and admiration in the gay com-
pany of our friends among the stars.

Castor and Pollux were supposed by the ancients to have a
favorable influenes over navigation, and the figureheads of
ships often represemted them, The apostle Paul, when ghip-
wrecked on the island of Melita, sailed from it “in a ship of
Alexandria, . . . whose sign wag Castor and Polux.”
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Tt is mot the eailer alome whose faney is pleased with the
kindly vigil they seem to keep. A landsman, too, may have
pleasanter dreams if he will but take a peep through the
window and exchange friendly glances with them before settling
dewn fer the night— dbbreviated and adepied from chapter
13 of “ The Friendly Stars.”

The Gates of God

1 saw Orion’s stately tread
Ageend the gem-lit stairs of night;
Around hig majesty was spread
A mystic phospherescent light;
I saw the matchless host he led,
And glad tears dimmed my sight.

You ask me why? Ah, now I know
¥ou have not seen the sacred flame

That flaghes frem the gates of Ged,
Piercing the darkness here below,

Burning the filthy rags of shame,
Waking to song the very clod.

“ Ovien,” as they sang of old,
“ Qrion, who can loose thy hands?
‘What etranger can invade thy feld,
Or snateh thy jewel from thy hand{?”

Go now, ye watchers of the sky,
And search the vast unending space,
Where polished moons and planets fly,
Where blazing suns and comets race —
Go! search the far-flung boundless girth,
And see if there be ether doere
Betwean the Paradise and earth
Threugh which- the gracs ef Heaven pours.

Feld hack, ye portals of the sky!
Blaze eut, ye beacen lampg of night,
That stud the ramps ef heaven’s archl
Beheld the Moenareh from on high,
‘With countless armies in thefr -might,
Bhall pass thee 1 triumphant marchl
f And  dewn thy spacious glory-lane
Bhall come the Royal bridal traint

~—dJ. M. C. Johson.

< e

A Preacher of Righteounsness
(For Weels Ending January 21)
Suggestive Program

{P. P. Refers to *“ Patriarchs and Prophets )

Song Serviee, (Ne. 139, 112, 67, 90, 96, in * Gospel -in Song,” or Nos.
495, 360, 67, in “ Christ in Song,'* are suitabld for this pregram,)

Announcements, Secretary’s Repert, Offering.

Scripiure Reading (Hebrews 11:1-7) .and Prayer.

Leader's Introduction: “ First of a Series.”’

Talk: ¢ The Days Before the Flood.”

Quartet: “ Love’s Rainbow.” {(No. 538 in * Christ in Song.t*)

Charaeter Sketch: * Noah, (God’s Chosen Messenger.”

Symposivm: “ Noah’s Time and the Last Days” (Luke 17: 26, 30;
2 Peter 3: 10, and shert quotations from pages 101104 of P, P.)

Reeitotion : “ Our Heroes.” (See page 10.) '

Close by Memorising in Coneert Genesis 7: 5. (Have this text where
all can see, and giress the faet that it is strict obedience that the
Lord wants in all pur service for Him.)

The Bands Meect. (See page 16.)

Leader’s Introduction: * First of a Series.”

(In conneetion with this series of twelve programs to be wmiven
throughout the year, it will sustain interest if you prepare &. scroll
upon which to portray the high peint in God’s work which i3 reviewed
each month, Yor instance, this fixrst month, you couwld well have an
ark or the rainbow of promise, logether with the name of the mes-
senger of that particular peried listed with his outstanding char-
acteristics. Noah’s would be obedience, courage, faith, ,ete. Each
month the seroll unrolle and brings one more to view.)

THE histery of the world is the history of the great ecomn-
troversy between geod and evil, between Christ and Satan,
It affords a lesson book fer the emtire universe of intelligent
beings. Here sin hag had a chance to demonstrate its herrible
nature, and here has heen wmanifested the infinite leve of
God to a race of rebels, The plan of redemption will be ths
seience and song of the redeemed threughout the eternal ages

Just a8 in war there are times of comparative quiet during
whieh eateful preparations are made for the next drive, fellowed
by the sharp elash and deadly confliet, so in the warfare be-
tween sin and righteeusness, there have heen high peints in
the conflict. In times of great wickeduess, God has sent
messages and judgments te call the attention of 3 wayward

world to the primeiples ef right, and to plead with the

peeple to take their stand on these efernal prineciples,
Examples of such epoehs in the great confilet have been
the time when Ged semt Noah with a message ef lovs to warn

the world of its coming doom; the time when Abraham was
called to leave his idolatrous kindred and start a new nation
which should stand as a, witness for the true God in the earth;
the time when God manifested His power in the deliverance of
His people from Bgypt; the time when Ysrael had gone into
apostasy under the leadership of Ahab and Jezebel, and
Elijah was sent to rebuke the rulers and call the people back
to God; the time when king Josiah led a reform; when Hzra
and Nehemish re-established Jerusalem; when John the Bap-
tist heralded the coming of the Messiah; and when Paul and
the other apostleg carried ths messago of a crucified Saviour
te the then known world; and the time when Luther and other
Reformers broke the midnight darkness of the Middle Ages
and herslded the message of salvation by faith. These are a
fow of the high points in the great conflict.

We are now in the last great conflict ef thie warfare be.
tween geod and evil. He who came in the fullness ef time to
live a perfect life in a world of sin, and to offer Himself as
3, propitiation for sin, is aheut to come again, as King of kings
and Lord of lords.

And, ag young people, we have a part in giving the message
of His soon coming. As we can stand on a hill and see the
high points in our road as it stretehes out before us, so this
year, one program each month, we shall look bhack ever history
te see some of thuse high points in the great gospel message
to sinful man; and in deing this we shall understand better
the message of God for this time, and be better ahle to do our
part in carrying “the advent message to all the werld in this
generation.”

Talk: “ The Days Before the Flood *

{Using the outline given, or ohe of your own, endeavor to give
a vivid picture of the terrible conzequeneces of disobedience to God.
Read P, P., ehap. 7.)

1. The Two Classes. In Genegis 4: 16-26 we learn that there
developed from Adam two clagses of men, represented by Cain,
who glew his brother Abel, and by Seth, who followed in the
way of Abel,

“The race of Cain became distinguished for diligence and
suceoss in the purswit ef worldly enjojrpent and geod. The
race of Seth, less ardent in worldly pursnits, were, many of
them at least, eminent for piety. .Cain’s descendants applied
themselvas te arts and manufaetures. Jabal introduced tents
or movable dwellings, aleng with the reoaming life for which
tents are adapted, so faverable tc the inerease of cattle,
Jubal, his brother, hreught musieal instruments te sueh per-
fection as te be acceunted the father eof the art of musie.
Tubal-cain, half brother of Jabal and Jubal, sttained similar
eminence 28 3 worker in metals. A Jewish tradition aseribes
to Naamah, sister ef Tubal-eain, the introduetion of orna-
ments in female dress. In the line of Seth, mention is made
of no ene who aftained great eminence in guch pursuits ag
these. It was the great glory ef this race that it gave birth
te men like Enoch, who walked with God and was ‘translated
witheut dying; and Noah, who, for his eminent faithfulness,
was selected te build the ark, and to beceme the second father
of msnkind"— Bible History,” Bev. William G. Bladlsie, pp.
27, 28, - :

2, Abuse of the Marriage Lelation. Gencsis 6: 2, 4. P. P,
pp. 91, last par,, 92, 101.

The intermarrisge ef God’s people with the world was
ene of the principal causes ef the terrible conditions that
existed before the floed.

8. Revelry and Glutfony. Matt. 24: 38, 39; P. P,, p. 101.

4. Pride end Idolatry, P. P., pp. 90, 91,

6. Disregard for Life and Property. Gen. 6: 11, 12,

6. Bvil Thinking, the Root of AUl Sin. Gen. 6: 5,

“It is remarkahle that cerruption of religion and morals
advanced mest rapidly in the line ef Cain, where the greatest
progress had been made in art and in seience; thus showing
that knowledge and eivilization, apart from religion, have ne
pewer te purify the heart, or to preserve society from eor-
ruptien. In the conrse of time, Lamech, a descendant of Cain,
seema te have been the first te marry more than cne wife. The
eorruption which had become se great in the line of (Cain, be-
came all but universal when the two races, that of Cain and
that of Seth, began ¢ intermarry. Gen, 6:5 Here and
there, no deubt, in the Ssthite distriet, a bright star might
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occasionally be seen in the firmament; but, with a few such ex-
ceptions, the moral darkness of the Cainites now overspread
the entire horizon. The wickedness of man was very great
on the earth. . ., . And God, deeming all ordinary chastise-
ments or eorrections insufficient for the magnitude of the evil,
resolved to destroy the world by a fleod.”—* Bible Higlory,”
Res. William G. Blaikie, pp. 91, 32.

7. The Limit of Forbewrance. (Genesiz 6:3, 6, 7, 17, 18,

God’s repentance invelves a change of .plan, while man’s
repentance must mean a change of purpose. At the time of
the flvod the length of human life was greatly reduced, and
doubtless the surfaee of the sarth was greatly changed so that
there have sinee been great barriers of seas, mountains, and
deserta to geparate men inte various nations.

Character Sketch: “ Noah, God’s Chosen Messenger ”

{Present this as the character which every worker to-dazy should
have.}

I. A godly men. Gen. 6: 8, 9, Why was Noah a favorite
with God? Verse 8. It was beeaunse he kept close to God
in love and ohedience. Verse 9. Beimg a favorite with God
depends more on us than on Him.

2. Obedient. Gen. 6:23; T: 6.

2. A man of faith. eb, 11:7; P. P, p. 95.

4. A man of cowrage. There is nothing in the world that
takes so much courage as to sland alone,

6. A preacher of vighteousness, 2 Peter. 2: 5. “ Noah stood
as one faithful man among a whole generation of faithless
ones, He was a mighty builder, a man of large hepes, large
plans, and large accomplishments. Ile was homnest, patient,
obedient, and faithful. Though surrounded by sin, he lived
a strong, true life, doing patienily and sieadily what he
helieved to be right. He not only did right himself, but
preached righteousness o others; and so great was his faith
in God that for more than a hundred years he teiled to build
gn ark that he might be prepared in the hour of meed; that
he might be ready to avail himself of the promises of Jehovah,
and obey His commands. Noak appeals to our minds hy his
nonesty, his great faith, his looking into the mighty future.’—
G. A. H., in “ ifen of the Bible) by W, H. Davis, p. 6.
. ‘

The Name — Jesus
(For Week FEnding Janyary 28)

Suggestive Program

(Tor to-day choose such songs as: “Take the Name of Jesus
You,” *“Jesus the Light of the World,” * Jesus Is Alhthe
and “ More

Musie:
With )
World to Me,” * Take the World, but Give Me Jesus,”

About Jesus.”) . ' .

Blackboard Text: Aets 4:12.  (Memorize in concert. Follow with a

moment of silent prayer.)

Leader’s Remarks, (See Note to Leaders.)

Prayer, Cloging With the Lord’s Prayer. .

Talk: “ Power in the Nams of Jesus.” (See “ Review and Herald”
for Oct. 20, 1927, article by M. D. Howard, * Victories In Haiti.)

(No. 49 in “ The Gospel in Song.”)

Reading: “A Pen Portrait of Jesus.”” (See 1928 Morning Watch
Calendar, opposite September, The one giving this should make
thorough preparation, being able to give it with real meaning,
either from memory or reading it.}

Exercise: * The Many-sided Christ.”

Poems: *“The Precious Neme ' and “ Y Means So Much to Me,” (For
the second, see 1928 Morning Watch Calendar, oppssite’ February.)

Talk: “‘'The Name.”

Hong: “ There’s No Other Nume Like Jeaus'

Close by Repeating Revorently the Blackhoard Text.

The Bends Meet. (Sece page 16.)

Note to Leaders

Aim to-day to bring clearly to the understanding of every
Missionary Volunteer that there is “no other name like Jesus”
Thizs Name above all names should be iaken upon the lips of
Christians with the utmost reverence. Read from “ The Acts
of the Apostles,” p. 28, paragraph 2, to introduce the fact of
the power in the name of Jesus. Call upen Missionary Volun-
teers to quote texts or give imstances of the power in the
Name; for example, Peter healing the lame man at the temple
gate (Acts 3), and the admoniiions of Jesuy Himself that
we shonld pray in His name, Joha 14: 13; 15: 16

Talk: “ The Name”

ME, GLADSTONE was once asked what he considered the most
important question before ths people of England, and he
replied, % One’s personal relation to Jesus Christ. The brainiest
men are those who give most attention to this guestion” He
then went on to say that he had known all the preminent men
of ¥ngland during the preceding fifty years, sixty of whom
had been prominent in kusiness, polities, or literature; and

Duet: “In Jesns.”

15

out of that sixty, fifty-four of them had been at least pro-
fessing Christians,

‘We have many standards by which we apply the test of
greatness, and it iy no uncommon thing for some ono to at-
tempt to designate the ten greatest characters in the world.
There is power in the mere mention of these names, power
sufficient to draw many sight-seers every year fo the tomb
of Washington at Mount Vernon, and travelers of more ex-
tensive spheres to the graves of the pvets and great men of
all literature in England, There iz a reverenge attached to the
sight of the gpot marked as the resting place of such men as
David Brainerd, the apostle to the North Awmerican Indians;
John G. Patom, a piomeer of the New Hebrides; and of our
own beloved Seveath-day Adventist missionaries who have
fallen at their posts.

All these and many others are names greatly beloved; but
the name of Jesus far surpasses any of them. (Read Phil.
2:9-11), There have been other founders of religions.
“ Buddha, Confucins, Mohammed, were founders of world re-
ligiong. But the Buddhism in its true essence, holds no hope
of a real salvation. Confucianism iz backward looking, and
searcely a religion at all Mobammedanism in many ways is
sensual and bloodthirsty.” All these have swayed their power
upon their subjects, bui not onoe cam equal the tender, sym-
pathizing Jepus. Jesuy’ followers were not led to Him by fear
or any power of coercien. He Himself testified that He came
among suffering humanity ag One that served. Ile sought
no crown of recognition, His was a life of true humility, Yet
the aposile Paul declares His is a name “above every name.”

Exercise: “The Many-sided Christ”

WHAT think you of Christ? Who say you that He is? This
Chrigt challenges the attention of the world by His many-
sidedness. He meets the needs of all classes and conditions
of men. As deep amswers unto deep, so does He respond to
the movings of eaeh soul of mankind. If we were to eall the
rell of the world’s workers this morning and ask them, “ What
think ye of Chrisi?* they would amaze us by their revelation
of His many-sidedness.

(Have the first column below writien on the blackboard, and the
second-column: parts digtributed among Missionary Volunteers in the

audience. Announce the “roll call,”” and proceed by questions, as,
*“What is Jesus to the artisi?™)
To the —— He is —-
Artist oo The One Altogethor Lovely
Archifeet ... The Chief Corner’ Stone
Astronomer .......... The Sun of Righteousness
Baker ... The Living Bread
Doetor .o The Great Physician
Edueator .......... The Great Teacher
Farmer .o The Sower and the Lord ef the Harvest
Florist . ..The Rose of 8haron, the Lily of the Valley
Judge ... _The Righteouy Judge, the Judge of all men
Preacher . .The Word of God
Bervant .occvrons The Good Master
Sinner ......cce...The Lamb of God that taketh away the sins

of the world. — Adapted.

The Precious Name

I xNow of a world that is sunk in shame, -
‘Where hearts oft faint and tire.
But I know of a name, a preelous name,
That ean set that world on fire,
Ite sound iz sweet, its letters aflame;
I kaow of a mame, a precious name —
s 'Tig Jesus,

I know of a book, & marvelous book,
‘With a message for all who hear;
And the same dear name, that wonderful name,
INumines its pages eclear, )
The Book is His word, ils message I’ve heard;
I know of a mame, & precious name-—-
Tis Jesus,

I know of a home in Tmmanuel’s land,
Where hearts ne’er faint nor tire.
And His marvelous name, His gwn dear name,
Tnspires the heavenly ehgir.
Hear the molody ringing, my own heart singing,
I know of a name, a precious name —
'Tis Jesus.

— J. W. Chapman,
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MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER SERVICE BANDS

“ Young men and young women, cannot you form companies, and, as soldiers of Christ, enlist in the
work, putting all your tact and skill and talent into the Master's service, that you may save souls from ruin?
Let there be companies organized in every church to do this work. . . . Will the young men and young women
who really love Jesus organize themselves as workers, not only for those who profess to be Sabbath keepers,

but for those who are not of our faith? "— Signg of the Times, May 29, 1893,

This is the call through the spirit of prophecy which led to the forming of Missionary Volunteer
Societies, and the band work of these organizations is the chief reason for their existence.

The number of bands which you will have in your society depends entirely upon the size of your or-

ganization and the meeds and opportunities of your community,

The suggestions on this page are given

with the average-sized Missionary Volunieer Society in mind. Some societies may be still turther sub-

divided, while others may be so small ag to necessitate the whole society working as one unit.

However

large or small a society may be, there should be at least one strong Prayer and Personal Workers' Band.

Your conference Missionary Volunteer secretary will be glad to keep in close touch with your society.
Solicit his advice, and look to him for definite suggestions as to how the bands can operate to the best

advantage in your particulay community.

Co-operate in the regular campaigns carried on by the church as a whole; for instance, Religious Lib-

erty drives, Temperance rallies, Harvest Ingathering campaigns, etc,
leader should be a member of the church missionary committee,
formed on the various activities .of the church as a whole.

The Missionary Volunteer Society
It is his duty to keep band leaders in-
Working with others is the greatest of all

arts; be sure your Missionary Volumieers are well versed in it,

The time when your bands should meet varies, of course, with your own specific community; but we
suggest that the best plan is to divide the regular Missionary Volunteer hour, giving half of the time to
the program, and the remaining half to band promotion and activities. The first band meeting will be

spent largely in organization, ;
son in one of the bands which meets at this time.
sonal Workers' Band meeting time.)

Let all be done decently and in order.

Endeavor to enlist every young per-

{Bee section below for suggestions on Prayer and Per-
Study your talent, your opportunities, and your resources, until you

are sure of the best methods for your society; then see that every Missionary Volunteer has a par{ to act.,
Reports should be anticipated from the very beginning by providing imdividuval report blanks, either

in the bands or in the society meeting.
reports to the soclety secretary.

If taken in the band, the band secretary will pass on promptly all |

“ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work " should be your constant gunidebook. See pages 218-803 for

directions in all band work,

‘Watch this page each month for further suggestions.

Prayer and Personal Workers' Band

The Prayer and Personal Workers’ Band lies at the very
foundation of all Missionary Volunteer work., In view of
this fact is it necessary to urge the need of such a band within
your society? Study carefully * Missionary Volunteers and
Their Work,” pages 228-245,

The purpose of this band is to call together young people
who are interested in doing personal work, that they may be
a help and gtrength to one another, and that.they may unite
in gpecific prayer for others.

Who should be members? Tirst of all, the officers of the
Miggionary Volunteer Sociaty, includiug all band leaders,
shonld form the nuelens for this band. Around thiz muelens
gather other conseerated Missionary Volunteers. The band
i@ open to every one who desires to join, but use faet in
soliciting additlonal members. Avold bringing in an element
which may militate against the very purpese tor which the
hand in formed.

Your study basis for the first meebings, at least, gshould he
the methods and prineiples set forth in * Missionary Volunteers
and Their Work,” pages 229-245. . ] .

A regular time once a week is the only specification which we
make for this band’s meetings. Bear in mind that it does not
meet siymltansously with other bands in the soceiety. The
members of the Prayer and Personal Workers’ Band are very
ossentially nceded within the ranks of the other bamds. It
wonld be appropriate to mest just previous to the regular
prayer meeting of the church during the week. Or, it may
e more convenient for you to set the time just before the
regular Missionary Volunteer SBoclety meeting is hgld. If the
latter plan is followed, the hour should be sufficiently early
so that the officers of the soeiety will be free in time to meet
thoge who come to the society meeting.

Christian Melp and Gospel Meeting Band

The purpese of this band, briefly, is to ministe}' to the naqu
of your eommunity, both soul and body. This i# given guits
in Getail in © Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,” pages
246-261,

Your study basis in this band should be the Standard of At-
tainment. Revized manuals on both Bible doetrines and de-
nominational history, are now available. (Prices in paper
hinding only, 15 cents and 10 cents, respectively, Order from
your Bock and Bible House.) In copneetion with this Stand-
ard of Attainment clags work, we recommend’ that the leader
.study the book, ¥ How te Give Bible Readings,” passing on

to the clags suggestions which will be cspecially helpful to
them in such work. (Price of book: cloth, $I; paper, 50 cents.
To buy such books draw upon the society expense fund.)

The Juniors in your midst +ill enter eagerly into the Chris-
tian help phase of this band’s work. A little child may carry
the message where others woald only blunder. If the Juniors
have no separate organization for such serviee, invite them to
join you Of course, you will exercise care that proper ehap-
eronage is provided to direet aright these enthusiagtie, willmg
workers.

Litevature and Correspondence Band

# Our publieations should go everywhere,” Sister White urged
many yoars ago. The need is still great, so there is a definite
work for the Literature and Correspondence Band to do in your
own eommunity and for those with whom you ean get in fouch
by mail

For methods of working we refer you to * Missionary Vol-
unteers and Thelr work,” pages 262-286.

The Literature which you will use in your Literaturs and
Corragspondsnce Band depends upon your community needs and
the preference of your society. We list below magazines and
papers which are appropriate. Choose one or more for reg-
vlar uge, interweaving others in gpecial campaigna,

1. The Present Truth, either current or back numbers,

2. Signs of the Times, sent direet from your band, or avail-
ing yourselves of the special threes months’ subseription offer,

8. Watchman Magazine. See that every minister in your
eommunity reeeives it regularly.

4. Liberty Magaeine. Send to judges and officers of the law.
Even as this goes to press, Sunday laws are pending to legislate
upon the religions freedom of America, Tt is cur duty to keep
these men in prominent places informed of the evils which re-
sult from such legislation.

&. The Youth’s Instructor is often the first emtering wedge
of interest. We hear many testimonies, “ It is the best youtl’s
paper in America”

8. Qur Little Friend, for Juniors to sell or distribute.

HKeep up to date on the spesial numbers available from tine
to time by contact with your local conference Missionary Vol-
unteer secretary, with your Book and Bible House advertise-
menty, and with your own church elder.

The Juniors will be energetic helpers in this band work. If
they are not organized in a separate band for servies, be sure
te enligt them with you. Proper chaperonage and wise in-
gtruetion will train useful workers for futura time.
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