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THE HARBINGER." '

The great mass of religions papers of the day
are wedded to some abstract doctrine’ of exclusive
sect.  For this end lhey have been orizinated and
perpetuated. 'Each is made lhe exponen! and de-
fender of the peculiar doctrines. of. the party to
which it belongs ; and the.opponent.of the senti-
‘ments of other bodies: Anstead of proclaiming the
truths of the Bible, detached portions of it are only
used to subserve'adenbminational purpose’ Hence,

lhank God and take courage ; bu\ we are not: per-
ilous’ times yet exist, the mystical principle yet
reigns to a limited extent among us, even us, W ho
repudmc its use on the questions of the advent,
new earth, kingdom, and life and death.

tabernacle of David, throne of David, Judab, Is-
raely Gentile, heathen, &c., &c., mean something
different . from their common and literal im-
port 3 or they are mystically to be understood.—

Certain theories require the use of this principle, |

in this respect, to sustain them: the application of
the literal principle would be most fatal to them.—
And-we have been decply pained to see the manner
in which those theories- are sustained by their ad-
vecates. 'We wiil give a specimen.’ “In his Syn-
optical Exy of Zechariah Fourteenth,’ in the

instead of enlightening the world byap 1
of the simple truthsof the Bible, it Ia 50 used asto
shed darkness over it, I;ld sib i
book very low m.lha estimation of a large portion
of mankind. Ut e

Book, lract, sermon :and emy)wmers, and ser-
monizers, with few exceptionsyhave some peculiar
dogma, sect or party to-sustam, - For-this purpose
they labor, professedly, in the name of the Lord and
for his glory. But their works condemn them. For
instead of t.eachm, the pure docmnes of the Bible,
in love and harmony,.they, axeAd_l‘vxded into bellige-
rent parties, and gach. teaches for doctrine the com-
mandments of men. -If all taught the truth, there
wvould be no disagreement-amoog: them’; for truth
never contradicts or contends with itself. =

The object by which each is actuated'is wrong :
itis to build up his_church, creed or party. So
long as such motives goyern them, d:ey.cannot see
the hidden truths of the Bible, pepeclally those that
<condemn theix sectarian- selfishness, worldly prac-
tices, and {alse Loctrines, . They may be skilled in
all the and be d in their h
for truth, but they never will find it so:long as the
object or motive that governs them is wrong. They
are of that class who were to exist in the ¢last
days,’ who would bé ¢ ever learning, but never able
10 come to the knowledge of truth,

They abound m ﬂmrewdcma 1o pustain their
; and that evi-
dence i is, not the word of Lhe Lord ; but it consists
in nicely constructed sentences, esaays and ser-

Watchman for July 9th, Bro. H. J. ‘uses the mysti-
cal pnnciple very freely, He'first makes Jerusalem
meah ‘all’ the Lord's “enemics” or ¢ kingdoms of
this World; and then the ¢ new Jeiusalem ! TR Tak-
ing Jerusalem and going into captivity of half of
the .‘eWS, he supposes signifies the *going captive
into perdition of ¢all lhe coemies of God’ ! ¢Mt.

Olives’ he defines to be ‘Mt. Zion’ ! or the whole |
Dividing of M« Qlives, means the *ev-|

carth’!!
erlasting separation’ which. is-to ftake place be-
tween saints and sinners’ - Fleeing of the affrighted
Jews to the valley, he takes.the Liberty to say sig-
nifies that the sainta will be “changed gloriously ’
and be ¢ caught up 10 the mountains’ Mt
Zion,' #the new earth’! Reaching unto-Azal, is
made to stretch unto the ¢ utmost bounds of the ev~
erlasting hills”! The reign-of Christ from ¢sea
to sea,’ means, literally, there shall be no more sea,
except the sea of glass, or purified earth ! !! ‘Sum-
mer and winter’ signifies ¢ perpetually and forever *!
All'the Jand from Geba to Rimmon, &c., denotes
the whole ¢ earth.” "The fighting against Jerusa:
lem, named in the 4th verse, ismade to mean, the
¢Lord’ and all ¢ his saints,’ fighting against ¢ apos-
tate christendom or all his enemies’ ; but in the
12th and 13th verses the fighting is made to consist
in the opposition -which ‘apostates.and other.ene -
mies of God,’ have ever brought against the %aints’
or ‘iphabitants of that [what?] Jerusalem’!!!
¢ The plague,’ means: the  seven last plagues® !
Many other similar examples'might be given from
the writings of those who oppose the doctrine of

mons ; fi b 3 bald. Vil and
daring i i ; fearful
perversions of mnlaled quotations of Scnpture and
the free use of the mystical principle of interpret-
ing the plain word of the Lord ; . by, the aid of
this principle they, ¢an make that _word mean any-
thing, everything, and pothing, as their cause may
demand, and thereby prove whatever they please,
From this Babel sehool  of mystifiers, we, as a
people, bave just emerged ; and it would not be at
all strange if some of us’ wcre yet, toa certain de-
gree, under their pernicious mﬂuence. All, how-
ever, freed themselves, sufﬁcwmly at first; to argree
with Bro. W, Milles. that the caming,of the Son
of Man, resurrection of the dead, kingdom of God,
new heavens and earthy new Jerusalem, and reign
of Christ, &c., &c.y are phrases which are to be
understood in a literal sense; but some paused
here, and set aboit the wotk of building a sect un-
der a human name. "Thig being' their object, as
matter of course they could gee no further light,
especially if it was not in barmony with the funda-
mentel principles taught by ¢Father Miller, on
which the sect is. built. -Had thejr olject been, to
obtain a perfect knowledge of the.Bible, and to pro-
claim as far as possible all its precious truths, they
would have seen no- cause of complaint against
others for advancing in the study of that book, but
they would have reynced atthe new development of
any truth it contains. “Had their objeet been, to
follow or know the Lord, or his word, instead of sus.
taining a party, they ¥ would bave as'frecly, gladly,
2nd zealously applied lhy literal principle of exege-
sis in the study of the life and death question, as
they did to the eecond advent theory: they would
have most strenuously contended that life, death and
destructiony &, &¢., are lmmﬂy to be understood,
Bat the object thiey had in view prevented them gee.
ing things'in this light:" the sect coald not be ya].
lied on.¢ Father Miler's * foundation, if they fol.:
lowed the literal pnnuple any further than be had
BODR: ¢ isdonc s
Thus the matter appears to us ; and the sad re-
sult has been, a free and full, investigation of the
mle, to a cerfain extent, has been prevented, the
light of some precious truths hias been withheld
‘{tcm many, while others have been confirmed in
tLicirerrdys, 8 formidable “division has taken’ placo,
#nd the tatse ‘of “our #oon’ coming Lord has been
greatly dishonored among us, % “ b
Were we now free from $hese evils, we would

the Age to come, but this is ull we have room to
record now:' it is’ sufficient to show ‘what sad work
the mystical principle makes with lhe plain and im-
mutable word of God.

Were we endeavoring 1o sustain a favorite the-
ory, we might be Jed to thus interpret the word of
the Lord. But this is not the case ; we are actua-
ted by po such object, We have 0o sectarian in-
teres} 1o subserve ; no party name or banner under
which to rally or ta gather others ; no doctrings of
men t0.advocate, no man’s person to admire, court
or:fear, Qur object is to know and proclaim 7T'HE
TRUTH, the  whole truth, and nothing but the
trath, as revealed in the BIBLE. . To the cause of
thatinvaloable book is the Harbinger pledged.—
Our-object ig, regardless of the praise or blame of
finite mortals, to remove as far as possible the dark
vail'of ‘mysticism, undér” which the Scriptiires have
long been enshrouded, that they may speak in their
literal'simplicity, to the joy of many who do not
now understand them. We study the Bible not by
1s0lated or detached words or sentences, in order to
o!;iuin proof to sustain a theory—but by books, sub-
Jjeats, prophecies, or parts embracing the egtire sub-
jectof the writer under consileration, We also
give to one class of literal words one and the same
signification, unless we have tha very best Scripture
authority for doing differently. Hence, we find but
one signification for Jerusalem in the 14th chapter
of Zechariah, and that is the common Ziteral one.
Sowith other plain terms that occur in that literal
prophecy, and many others we might name,

This rule, by which to study the Scriptures is
right, and commends itsell to every enlightened
mind. ‘Well, it is therale by which the Harbinger
is conducted, and which guided us in'our investiga.
tions on the Advent, the Life and Death, and Age
to coms questions.. And all we ask of those who
oppose either ig, to be governed by the same rule,
We will ask no more at your hauds ; and this we
do ask in the name of the Lord,

You must present Bible evidence, in plain Bible
words, for giving different and conflicting significa-
tions to Jerusalem, in Zech. xiv., and in very mau;
other prophecies. And what we say of Jerusalem,
we gay of Zion, tabernacle of David, his throne,
Juduh, Israel; Gentites; heathen, &e;; &e.

2 'The’ Harbinger is pledged to the cauge of the
Bible—t}ie whole Bible. We find, howgver, in cone
ducting it, that some who professto love that cause,

Hence, i
according to thc instructions received in the uyu-‘
cal school, some yet contend that Jerusalem, Ziony | i

\\1’} not crdmc rm'nd dortnnc fur they urn away
their ears from the trath, and stumble at the plain
word of the Lord.

A settled determination scems to exist to curtail |
its circulation, and cripple its energies. Butif God
be for us, and we and our friends do our duty, we
have nothing to fear ; the Harbinger will live to

|.the terror of evil doers, and to the joy of many who

love the trutk. DBut if our voice falters, or our pen

‘tires.in proclaiming the truth, and the hands of our

patrons become faint, or they grow remiss in keep-
ing our list of subscribers good, and in paying their
own subscriptions, then the Harbinger will loge its
power, and go down for want of lhe means 10 sus-
tain it. 3

In view of these'things, we ask, Shall the 'Har-
binger live—the free, featless and nncompronnsmg
ad\ucate of the whole truth of the Bible 2 Shall its
subscription list be. Lept good, if not cnlarged‘l
the latter may, and should be done. Wil its pre-
sent patrons continue their patronage,:and, those
who owe for their paper, pay without further delay?
We kindly golicit them to do.so,, -y -, -

In a‘word, let each friend of the Hurbmger mlly
anewy at this time of sore trialy to. its aid, thatit

may be fully and permanently freed from its present |.

embarrassing condition, -and -more ‘efliciently and

fully than ever, p to' all‘who will
hear, the glad udmgs of the soon cammg kmgdom
of God. 4

ADVENT WATCHMAN

In this. paper for July.9, in an amcle headcd,—
‘Age to Come,” we find the following unkind ex~
pressione.  Speaking of our writingson the Agc to
Come, the writer says :

¢This, coming from'a man whose pmfcsslon and
standing is such, as to entitle him to some credit in
Bible knowledge, is the most astounding assertion'T
ever heard made. That men is really to be pmcd
whose theory drives him to take such a position.
He gees that as sure. as the Scriptures teach the
destruction of the earth, and the creation of the
new, at the Second Advent, just so sure is the des-
truction of his fine spun theory. * * * But Bro,
Marsh’s theory contradicts Christ, and says his re-
ward is, not given till a. thousand. years after he
comes, . Let Bro. Marsh and all. that sympathize
with him in this. theory; think of this, and fepent
before it is too'late.  Your theory makes God a
liar, * % * “Ie makes this assertion, which we
Eave shown tobe false. * * * Hisconclusions
are false * '* * 'This'heading is'only used for ef-
fect, to startle the reader, and bias the mind."

Our object is not to ‘reply to these uncharitable
and censorious declarations, nor to the ‘communica-
tion that contains them ; but we wish simply to in-
quire whether the conductors of the Fatchman En-
DORSE Qr ArPROVE these unchristian denunciations,
We chatitably hope they escaped their potjce, when
the article that, contains them was-ndmiued intp
their columns.

We do not demur at, but invite, the most critical
investigation of our:writings ; but we docomplain,
for the truth's sake, when held up in a'paper profess=
ing to be on terms of christian friendship with us,
as being ‘actuated by wicked motives, for' an honcsl
cvpre-slon oi our seatiments, ' !

ansmxons

FOR THE I‘.\PKL*S PLRIUSL OF lllClTl'\L’ LlGIﬂ'

1. If probation‘is extérided to any partof the
heathen subsequent to the Advent, or to any part of
the blinded Jews, would not God show pamalu),
unless it was extended to gencrations of a similar
kind who have, previously died \mhoul the light of
truth ? i s

% Hq,w can, those ,,who have prcviously,fallcn
victims to death, enjoy the benefits of this future
age of probation, since those who have part in the
‘first resurrection’ are ¢blessed and : holy, "and
since: ¢ the rest of the dead ! are:not to live again
“until the thousand years are expired’ 3

3, Will this age of probation extend bcyond the
limits of the thousind years ?

4. Will the city which'is {o be builded during the
thou sand years survive tde conflagration, dnd exist
in the new carth ?

5. Will the ‘canctuary’—lhe land of Palcstine—
“be ¢ leansed! by fire at the coming of the Lord ?

6, If 0, will it be cleansed again at the ¢xpiras

“have a heart 'to do good, with' ‘wisdotit or' “cnllh

*| ¢ mortality . {in the: christian): is swallowed up of

'| final consimmétion of the great plan'of God.

AL S AV

Answers to the Above.

My prayer is, that.dight may be elicited by the
i present.effort, however hamble' it may.be deemed. |
| There is to my vigw, a porfectly clear and satisfac~
| tory answer to'be given to each and all tliese queds’
{tions, ' They"are well expressed. They involve !
difficultiés which have pcrplcxed some acute minds.
But the materials for an answet'lie on the very sure
face (though they penetrate to the centre) of things.

The Word and Providence of God are ahkc s
determinate in their decisions on lhcac pomls, as, 1 :
concgive.

Auswer to Question 13t.—~No, The s question -
might have been raised relative to the cplling of the
Gentiles. ‘Those who beligved under $he apostolic,
ministry may have been no better than some other-,
Gentiles who.had died in previous ages: But'was.:.
God partial ? Noi The harlot Rahab and the Gods
fearing Gibeonites may have been not a whit holiet!
or worthier than other Canaahites who nad already /!
died? but was God''partial, in’ fiot glving‘ them all‘ 4
Jjust such an opportunity ? 'No.'''Some' nien' tha

but must God, in hn providence, pive wisdoni or
wealth to all stich, or'be partial 7 No.
But, ‘God's ways are equal’! “Yes; (hey arc
equal: ‘becauie He requires onl,y the onc, two, five,, .
or ‘ten talents’ “lnch each one, or each age hag,
The great ochcl of probation is, to test, develop,.,
and mature chnmcter. ., This_may be dope in a
great diversity of external onditions—by 4 grgat,,
variety of providential gifts and edycatipnal advan- |
tages. Eachage is judzed by its own light—=not
:by @ future .6acond :probation ! They are judged
for the deeds of this life ! 1 The Mosaic revelations
werein advance ; those at the first advent were stiff \
in advance ; and those at the opening of thie millens !
ial age will be still sevenfold greater: amen, ¢The
light 'of ‘the ‘'moon shall be as the light of the'!
sun, and the light of the'sun shall be sewnfold, ag'
the light of seven days, in the day that' the Lord
bmdclh up the breach of his peoplc. Isa, xxx. 6.
¢Where much is given, more is [justly] required.”"
«Mnswer to Question 2d.—They can not. Both
Scripture and facts are against the idea. We might
as well imagine that ¢the Holy One of Isracl’ will,
suye some, as old smokers purge their pipes—by.
burning them ! If one may indulge imagination,
against God's truth, then othors may. Then tae,
Gospel is @ sham ;. and all preaching and faith are -
vain. ' But no. The Gospel is God's method and
means of saving all who shall be saved. i
vAnswer to Question 3d.~No. The light of the
prophetic famp ends with the elose of God's great!
week. The revealed plan of God is lhcre consum-
mated. ‘What is said-‘incidentally of the ¢ages to'
come’ affirms nothing 'relative to probation, * It is'
a fact that all past’ dispensations to ‘dngels and men
have been probalwnar}, till'éharacter | bias been'de-
veloped and decided. ‘' Bat ‘secrct things belong lo
God—things re»calcd, £0 us, Dcul. 3Xix, 20,
Auswer to Quulum llh.—Scnpturc dpes not an-
swer, that. I see;; (except by analogy. The,*new
 heart '—or, new cbuuclcr of the christian—mis re-
| tained , at the crowning, consumyation, of God's
| grace:toward him, in the resurrection., So the res-
i titution is retained aa fast and as far as it goes, As

i

life"in the resurrection 7 so.all that is restored and
made heavenly ¢in' the dispensation of the fulness
of times” (the 1000 yeats reign) may, I conccnc.
be dbsorbed, orcn‘bnccd, or'*swallowed np’ in the |

Ansicer'to Qu:’allun )Ih.—\ es, See'Isa. iv.;
l Psa, 1. 3-6 ; Dan. vii. 10; Rev xiv, 1-3 ; xv, 1-4;
xvi, 8, It \nll be ‘after lhe manner of Egypt,'—
False miracles like the magician’s plagues apd fire,
and an ariy of all nations led by Anti-Christ, like
that of Pharaoh ngums! Israel, will fil] out Ia part
of) the grand scene,  God will ¢ wash’ and ¢ purge
Jerysalem, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit
of burping.’

vinswer to, Qumm 6the==No. | The new heart
of Abrabam is not to be renewed at the opening of
the great day. . For ¢God's :work fs perfect.” It
never needs doing over, in order.to be done better.
Like the atonement of Chirist it is done  once for
all. 8o’ the immortalized saints will be above
death and the devil, like their risen Lord, forever.
Future time, during ¢the thousarid yeurs '—¢day of
the Lord,” will no more ‘mar or undo God's work (s0
far as ¢ it is finished”) than past time has undone its

Preasz 'keaD THE aBovE, Compare it with the

tion of the thousand ycars, when the ¢l
melt with fervent heat’ 2

Questions similar to these frequently <.Alute our
ears, therefore I would respeotfolly solicit ‘an ane
swer fram the pen of our beloved hrolber, J B.
Cook:,

L‘sbon, N. Y. w. bum.uo*«.

Word, and r ber that no inference, no arga-
ment whatever, can oul\lcwh oue jot or ong tittle!
of “the law or the prophets” T'his false notion of
¢harmony’ based on (ar tried by) come human mind
or theory, is ‘the bane of christendom ! "It is Anti-
Christ ! ¢ One jot’ of God's truth is more mighty

than the i’opc or prmcc—more stable than' heaven
and carth, Anicn ! 1o B, Co




