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Review of O. B.. Dagget's 8ormon |
ON “TIME OF THE LND UNCERTAIN" :

RV B, BLIsN, ]

The December number of the “National
Preachesn,™ enutains o Seemon, vatitled, The
e of the Ead uncertun,™ by Rev, O. K. ‘
Inggutt, pastor of the South l,‘uugrvgnlmnull
dwrch, Hartford, Cto Thy objeet of this]
iscourse appoars to bey to prove that we can
rever know with wny certaiaty, the time of
se Secoud Advent: winl therefure, thut vo
confidence can b placed in muy of the sy
Jenwe upot which the near approach of tiat |
cvent is predicated, 1t is eingular that while,
a century ago, the whols Protestunt church
were chdeavaiing to aequaire all the light pos-
witic upan the prophecies of Dauiel aud Jona,
e, nuw, the s chiurch iv cqually nuxious
to thruow darkatess upoun those poophecies.

e di~courns under review Lias for ita tex), Acte.
: % 7. *"Wheu they iliereluore were come logeth T,
iy asksd of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou ulihis
time retore agsin 1he k uxdom 1o Tirael?  And he sawd
nute theim, il ix 101 Jor vou 10 knew 1lie thoes oF the
rcasons which the Fathor hath put mhsown power.’

It is ably wrtlen, and, as fue as we ean
discover, contains none wl the bitterness, |
which tuo ofteu chuiacterizes the writings of |
our hlllll)l)clllll.

The authur does not discuss the quesiions
of atemporal millennium. the retura ot ti
Sews, &c., ur uttempt uny eaposition of the
propliecies in opposition o the vicws of the
televers of the Sccond Advent. Q! the time ]
of that eveat he says, *1 A1 ot 10 show that
it will ot take place i any particalar time,
whether jn tiw nest cenlury, or aext gpring,
ur o-morrow; but oaly thst se do mol know
when? PLo268.  As bie has confined himsell
i thut guestion,zud docs notaticnpl 1o shvw
wat it wil nui take place at nuy parucular
e, it follows, 1hiat taere can be pothing o
this argument, but what will be cqually valid
the day belorc the Advent—liowever ucar, of
distant in the future, that day oy be—as it
was the day it was writlen.

It this pusition is correct, that we canuod
koow when the time of the Advent will be, it
will follow, that the present movement in ex-
pectaticn ol thut eventay eud in disappoints
went. We will therelore, briefly examiae
the arguments by which that pesition is sus-
tained, believing thal we muy know the time
uf that event.

He wdiniis that **it may be poasible 10 know
sometling ol ils appioach,”’ that 'there iuay
w rcasons tor expecling 1t within one, or two
ceuturies;” wod that *tor aught they know,
1 muv come o month alter the present.”® With |
‘hese uduissions, for aught thut cin be proved |
io the contiary, the ndherents of Mr. Miller:
may le perfectly 1ighit 1o their expositions ol
prophecy, with Uis cxceplion ol un absoluie
knowledge ot the lact.

“That it js not for us to (ece-Lnow the time wlen
tida dispemmation will end, ur Chirist's glorious reigu
on earth wiki begin,”’ be urgues—

1. «From the analogy to be found in other
greal events under the government of God,
und cspeciolly the event of death.”

Ile says, *“il’ it be lound (hat i administering fris
governmen) over \los world, God bLas ol revealed
1ng certaint) of greal eveits, yet commenly coucealed
Toeir dales, W@ would properiy expect 1o find the sanie
\hing tree 00 le the womt signal delivetances of his
people, of jod agais) his ) Yel10'be
caperiencid. Wutu, tuen, 10 thase two clasees of
evens airendy recorded.” p. V67,

‘Fothis we agree; and would also add, thet
i ot be found that the dates of great cveuls
Lave ofien been revcaled, we wouid praperly
capect (o find tho sauiaghing frue us 1o fuiuie
ivests. We are therufore williug to abide in
the decision of this question, by *:ihe unalogy
fownd in other greal cvents in the goverumsut
of God.”? ‘I first cvenc by which vur aticn-
1oty 1w ealled, is that ol the fluods an ¢vent,
of which our Saviour vaid, *sthus.shall it be
i the day when the Bon of Man is revealed.”
We ore willing ta rust the question vn the
inutogy to be fouud wthis cyentalonc. Mr.
). sdmits thar “!od reveuled 10 Noab his
{urpose 1o deluge the earu, «nd to save him
sty with his family, frem among maokiud;
and withi his sanouacement, by patrarcih

ived mi directions for:the buildiag of
the ark.” The precise lime be thioks wasy

"

{ehatl be wn i
predicied 1o the Bood:
be puucibie, when Noahi's three sans were liviig, ard
peubebiy wnrriad at the thue of the predictfon, yet

ot resealed 10 Nodh; ot il we suppose it

wan, that it does nol appeur 1o have bLown
mnde knuwn to others,
te wavy “some umderaand Gen. G: 3, ‘Lin days

red and tweniy years,' of the interval
anid adcs, **but how could 1hat

were born afier he was Ave lundred years ald, wwed
thereicre were not aver ohe hundred years old at il

food whicly was in bis aix hundredts year!™

That such win the case whea tha commnnd
was given 1o build the ark us recorded in
Gen, 8: 14, x evidenty bat it is not so cleas,
that the prediction w Gen. 6: 3, was aot
goven that deogth of tiee belure tie flood.
o the connection as it there stands, there is

lvo reftivaon in the wlhole parvagraph 1o the

children of Nouh,  With the 6th verse ol
Geon. Gti. evideatly begine a uew paragraph,
which seetus 10 have no councetien with the
preceding one, and bears the dupress ol
beiug & morce (ull prediction of the sime eveat,
given at u rulscqueat period ol time, when at
had pleascd God 1o reveal bis plans and pur-
posce’ 0 Noutu mera fully. o the Sth chap-
ter s 0 book of the generation of Adam,”

aud his gencology is coatinued tll the time is | whou
beougit to the sons of Noah, independentiv of'; give
the lstery ol oihersvents. When the record ol ! tend:

that gevcology i comnpleted, dowa to the Lime
of the fluod, LicuMoses begins the sixth chap-

ter, with, **Whoa mecau began to multiply,” }dsctxo;of the time 10 the flood is also applied! be duted from the tine
&e., and God saw that the wickedness of i to th@d

man was great.” 30 ihersfore, tieu begun
to mulliply ou the face of the carih, and God
saw thut the wickedness of man was great in
it before e birth of Noah’s sous, it may al-
so folinw i

aside, a¢ with the other interpreiation.

4

t the prediction in the 3d verse, Lall b
Leing i ihe 2ame conacction with the record | wvougfeven the day iteel” migit be koowan
af the oticr lucts, was also made priop 10 | sepe i
their birth.  We are sutisiied that it is 80 10| shouldalso cxpeet. thint those who will perish
be uadvrstood; and thus ol ditlizulty, is ve- | wmﬂr.i many of then:., have au o, vponun;,):{ be
nwved, nud the giafidei cavil’ 1s cqually set | 3o 4 : t j

pS——— L)
of Abraham should “be a stranger v a land
not their’s,” 400 years; and aficrwaid they
shotld zome oul with great substaner.  This,
with Alirnhum's own sojourn, made 430 years.
The ehildeen of Isrsel tiwrefure, couid, at

to kno® thit Gud had purposed to drows the
waorldyi for i Noah did not roves! the time,
the uriimll' must have warned them, ond it
i in wain (o suppase that they were ignorant |
ol N s expeciitions; therefore cvory plank |
that wils added to the ark was an ndmonitien, | any tin: during their captivity 0 Egip,
that thd time of ite completion wan drawing! have ealesinted the tine of s oo,
nighg and when it was completed, and ready | by ndding 400 years 10 the time when the
for the: reception of its inmates, they then ! sced of Abrabam iegan to bo afllicted in &
might Bnouw that na langer delny was nceese "nlmngv Fand.  We aiso find thal **sl the end
sy for the necomplishment of God's '.u',luflht', 430 years, cven the scif-satons day, 1t
pose. came to pass that all the hosts of the Lo-d
Wesghiould therefore expact in the second weut out from the land of Fgyor.”” Es. xu.
dostealion of 1ha world, that God would not 4. {
reveal@it sy one tine thi: whole of his pur-'  Notwithstauding it is so clear, that the tune
jrove, i #spectivg the time and mannee of jis’ was revealed before their captivity in Egypt
ace.aliahinent; tut that it would be revenled | commenced, yet it is also cvident that ile
a litileehiere und a little here—in ane plaen; predicted pericd had ncarly elapsed before the
the ond in anotlcr ner——"children of Israel were aware of s vear con-

tine, the m:
—in mgunsem phain. that the way faring | ple:’on; but before s cnd, they did under-
mang BRough n (vol, need nol crr thereing and | stand, and made afl necegsary nrrangements
vel, o language so dircct, and explicit, ' for sccuring the ssgreat subsiance.” thats it
but ¢ those disposcd might hinve an abun- | was predicied they should carry out,
dan plrusible reasons on which to ',m“.i ‘I'nere wus also finec opportunity, for any

cule ir doubts. Even the time itselt, we!who feit disposed, v doubt respecting the:
spect from the nonlogy, would be:time:asthey might with much shaw of ressca,
such a maonner, that it wigiin be con. | have contended, that the 400 years wese to
with some show of rcason, not to de. | be dated from the time that Jucob snd all his
uote durntion of ‘time, but only the defite- | children removed to Egypl; or it would have
nent i the temple by Antiochus; ns the pre.; been plauqule to have supposed that it was to
that *canother king
Feduced uge of mankind. We shonld | #rosc that knew not Joseplh,” and who evit
tthat ax the time of :his event drow 1enirealed them,—the same ns mauy now coa-
hat ulf who would be saved would have | tend,that the rise of Pupery sliould not be duted
clear comception of the great events i from tis: commeneement of its power, but an-
n the time hud nbout expired, would | 1Y from the time it becams quite formidabis:.
) the atitade of expectation of 1l | vf from the zenith of its power

i I **analogy’’ in this case would lhere-
Oa the other hand, we | fore lend us 10 expeet, that the period which
is 10 ¢lapse before the cnd of the world would
u matter of prophecy-—u definite prophetic
period—but that it would mot be fully uude:-
,em1 stood wntil aBout*rhe time of ils (ermination,

aiso
uighy
a ini
and

days previous.

N themselven with tho 3
manner ol the end, but would none of

'l'llle other view of this passige, that *re- | belicwe in the reality of it——would  know not | that there might be a question from what par-
fers il 1o the reduced nge of wnnkind,” is! until the door of merey s clused—in 0,|,c,;ticulnr cpocis 1t was to be dated; Lut that us

encompnasi:d with sull greater obstacless for
it cantiol be showa 1o have been thus appliea-
ble. Individunls can be referred to, whose
ages were about or wele precisely 120 years,
but it docs not appear from the Bible, apd
that is the only authentic authority  wo bave
on this point, that this was cver Lhe average
length of the age of maa.  We find that for
a long lime afice this prediction was made,
the oge of man was exteaded far beyond this
limit.  Shein uttiised the age of GU0 yeurss
Arphaxed hved 438; Salub lived 433: Eber
lived 464; Peleg ltved 239; Reu lived 289;
Serug lived 230; Nahor lived 148; Terah liv-
ed 205: Abraham lived 1953 lssac lived 1803
Jacob lived 1475 Joscph lived 110, Moses
wns 120 when lis died; and Joshun was 110.
Thas 1t nnpears that for about 1000 yeurs
ufter this prediction was made. the greal ma-
jority, of whose age we Lave any knowledge,
atnined a 1nuck greater longevity.  Ailter the

| floud, the nge of man appears to have gradu-

ailly decreascd, uubl it reached the hmit of
kree scare vearsand ten.  There appoars to

words, Wiat the wicked would do wickedly, : the period drow gear its tenininanon, the Mme
and uone of the wicked would unde rstund. b:"f of the cnd would be more clearly understood,
that the wise, wha are to shine us the bright- | and at it teiseination thoee who are. delivered
uesa ol the firmament. would all understsnd. s Would be all expecting imedwte deliverancey

i they Lusted away Lot.”

have been no sudden cutting short of the age t

of man, fiom 900 to 120 yeurs, as wo should
expect to find, if this prediction could have
lind such an npplication.  Nor, ns we should
nlso expect, do wa find aay period when this
was the usual Limit of man’s Jife. From
these conxiderations we cun sce no propricly
in applyiug this prediction 1o the reduced age
of maui whiie the evidence to «ur mind s
clear, et it denoted il timo that clapsed
from tle prediction to tlie flood.

If xuch is the case, the *-analogy” that is
to be foucd in the event of the tlood, is most
striking. ‘Fhus, lat, we find that &t one tine
God ouly reveuled the time when he would
deatroy the world, without revealing the man-
ner.

2. Afterwards, the manocr of that destruc-
Won s given, with & more Juil revelauon of
ihie event,

3. As the tioe drawe nigh, and there arm
but scvia duys to the flbod, the very day of
tilo oveat is given,

4. Every iudividual soul, that is saved, is
looking for the evgnt at the very time, other-
wisc they would mot bavc gune intv the ark,
ard bsen saved.

5. Muny who pecished had an-opportanity

lite nrevious tocnable them to erenpe, nnd

Fromthe “analogy” we chould expeet ull
this.  And even if the prediction in Gen. vi.
3, was not a predietion of the time to the flood.
the analogyv would tcach us, that it would not
come ns  thicf in the night upon any of those
wha escape tho snd catastrophe, for as lhel
building of the atk was a warning to the old

ted

nor would thuse not delivered ba uil ignosant
that such was an expected event. ‘T'bere is
also i this case a wmost striking “‘analogy.”

Again he sags, “\Whea at lewgth they began their
march Wrough the willerness, ibey could uot learn
Luw fong il was 10 conlinue: und in Vhe same igno
rance they remained probably nof far fiem twe reas,
i by their g, they both d and icarn-
ed the ol tuor e 267,

world, s0 when are seen the sigus pred

by vur Savior, we may Inow that it is mear,
EVEN AT TUE booxs. [he *tanalogy.” there-
fore, o this cveat, is most clear and satis-
fuctory.

The seeond evcat alluded 1o is tho desgruc- |
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Here it 18!
anid ©The hour wus not furciold; nud we!
knaw not how much time clapsed between
the first announcement, and the vivit of the
two angels, which wes the evening before |
p. 267,

Here mgain, we find that alf who were sa-
ved, were upprised «"the event a sufficicar

also 1» wara some of those who perished, un-
10 whom Lot seemcd 8s one that muocked. —
The ¢analogy” would therefure wich us
thnt before Christ conws, all the truly rights
cous will be appriscd of the fact, nud kmow
that it is so nenr, that they must b *+up,”
“for the Lard will destroy this eity,” and
yet thicy may not know the very “Aemr,”

unti! God takes them by the band to save!neeriy

them.  Wealso learn by this, that some of
tiie fisnlly impenitent whl bo (aithiully” wara.
ed, L1} that they will look upea those who
warn them, ns mirguided famatics, nnd men
sihint r\ock.” As itwasin the dny of tlus
Vel /b0 our Saviour assures us it will be
in the Fay when the Son of mau is reveaied.”
HApdin' he says, *when the deseendants oi Jacod
were i endure a criel bondage is Egypl, they were
not 10} whem it wuuld begin, ner how long it woul
coatinwg, fer that serviiuce oy betweew Lie death of
Jasephpud their depariuie Under Aloers, v 44
years, dad was Uiereivre vuly a part of the lime jndi-
cated 18 the prediciion to A and other prss-
gre; w [i(a vel the prediciion gavethow a right 1o o8-
poct defverasce; and 1k time Of the event was re-
voaled @ them by its uccomplishment.'’ p. 967,

I{ there i noy “analegy.’” between the:r
knowledge of the end of their wanaeriugs, ant
our knowledgs «f ihe Advent of Christ, thea
surely, those whoare delivered mav have o
definite knowledge of **the time of the cod'’
of our wanderings duriag the tast 39 yoass of
their continwunce.

o all these cveuts, the time of their ful§le
ment uppears to have buea *sclosed up nowd
scaled,” il about ibe time of their cad.”’
when the time ol the ead was morv clear'v
scen, und cxpecled by those delivered.  Hu
savs stheir captivities wees of unkaowa dates,
so tur oy | Lhave cbacsved, with the excupion
of the 51t vears in Babylon.”” pp. 267-8.—
Tlisre however appears 1o have boen anex-
peciation of deliverence just imiiediately e
fore their tennisation, and the “analogy.™ of
the 70 vears, certainly indicates & like pro.
dicted period Lo the enid uf’ tine.

He sys, “The promiee of « Redoemer we tric-
baek 1o the very sceme of 1he fired RR«gr-siun; Bt
Gftp reconie! geaeratons, mere than & hui-
dred such as we reckou mow, or abewt VXU years, teh
lowed the t1ans reseors before the lime of Lis Srst
oemiag could cven be conjectured.” p. 862

‘Thia is all very true, and yet we iind that
for 535 vears previous to his coming, the very

t year of his seath was & matter o propheey

‘Lhe analogy.® «f this event would teach
us, that although ?-.-- might toll nway, and
man be ignnrant el +the time «f the ¢end,”” yeu
bufore the event itsell takes pince, the seas!
would be broken, 86 thal the wise, who are
10 shine as the brightness of the firmameat,
may uoderstand,

As in all the events 0 which we have allu-
ded, the time has becn resealed, fur cther
longer or shorter period befure it comphition,

& this case il was predicted that the soed

%0 **we weuld cxpect 8 similar procedure ue



tothe end of the present dispensation of the
worid. "
The last s*analogy” 1o which we are refers

death.””  He says ofall the events that ean
hetall mankind, tone is more certain than
this, f the world continues wn it has beeus
vet nothing is more uneartnin asto ity date.”

Here again the “analogy” is not unfavaras
ble to the supposition that we shali have some
kuowiedge of the time of 1he end.

It is true, that death somctimes overtakes
ite vietim, without a moment’s warning; hut
Mis is mot usunlly the ease, il it were, the
<analogy” would be agninst us. Deaty, how-
vver, usually admonishea us ol iis appronch.
During our whole existence, unless we wre
of those who will be changed at Chirist’s com-
ing, death siands before us as a certain cvent,
while we know not how fur it mav he trom
us.  As we approach the verge of lite, sick-
ness and pains, and discase, adinonish us that
therc is a probability that death is very near
us,  As our discase gains the mastery over
us, and hope of lile vaniches. we know that
the ime has come when we must shortly dieg
and seon weare informed that we have not a
day or hour to live, and_then we close aur
eves, and all earthly scencs fade forever from
our mortal sight.

The “analogy” therefore to be tound in the
evant of death would teach us, that while the
end of tine is far i the future, we should
only be enabled to know that it is a certain
event which will one day, we knuw not how
=oon, overtake the world: but as the event
draws nigh, evidence would be exhibited
which would conviace us of the probability
of its bLeing ncar; then wounld be seen the
signs by which we might know that it ras
nigh ecem at the doors; and then we mwight
rcalize 1hat time had ncarly reached its
fartherest limit.

Thus *:from the analogy to be found im |
other great crenis under the goverament of i of the whole Protestant churceh, hus relerence

God, and especially the evcat of death” we
argue that *'the wise shall understand;” and
that the righteous will not be tin durkness
that that day should overtake them as a thiel.”
Wae also argud, that all who are thus over-
taken, will be in the condiiion of those who
waould not hecd the warning of Noah and Lot;
who despised, and wondered, and perished.

““That it is not for usie fore. knew the time whan
this dispensation will end, or Christ’s glorious reizm on
earth will begin,”" he argues,

2. From the fact that such knowledge,
on the part of man, docs not scem desirable."”
- 209,

He admits ¢‘that this consideration, like
the last, could not stand against any clear
declaration of the Bible;” bul gives weight
10 it, where *'the Riblc does not explicitly de-
iermine beyond all suspense or doubt.””

‘This argument will thercfore be set aside,
if we can show that there is explicit evidence
from the Bible that that day will not overtake
the truly righieous asa thief. This we shall
hope to do. For tle prescnt, we shall only
cndeavor to show that without such express
deciaration, it can be no argument.

If it is sound reasoning to argue that the
cvent will not be fore-known; because sueh
knowledge would be undesirable, it would be
equally s0, lo argue that the event itself will
never take place, becausc it is undesirable;
and the same rensoning might be ex:ended to
any event. T a person under sentence of
desth, the knowledge of that fact would not
seem cCesirable: but that would not prevent
his receiving such knowledge.

Again, if we could argus that if such
knowledge were undesiiable, it would not be
fore.-known, wc might also argue, on the
same principle, thut' if it were desirable it
would be fore-known. T'hat this event will
be fore-known to any who do no: desire it, we
do not believe; but we do belicve that all who
do desite 1o arrive at & knowledge of the
1ruth, will be led in the way of all teuth.

That it is right to endeavor fo obiain a
knowledge of the events whic are a subject
of propbecy, and will soon take place, wo
have sbupdsnee of evidence. God has at
sundry times and in divers manners revoaled
1o man a knowledge of future events: if all
such knowledge was wrang, it would not have
been thus revealed; and yet *the things which
are revealed, are unto us and our children
forever.” God bas assured us that he *will
be inquired of.” And the spostle says that
the “prophets inquired and scarched di
who propnesied of the grace that should 8
unto you; searching what manger of tim

| the things which are now reported unto you
! by them that havo preached the gonpel unto
| you, with the Holy Ghost sent down from
red is the vanalogy” *found in tho event of| heaven; which things e angels degire to

| fook inta”—1 Per, 1: 10,12, Daaiel had so
garnest n desire 10 he instrucied in the things
of the future, that e hesitated not to fust
ssthree whole wenks;™” nnd his request was
granted.  He also. with his threo fricuds,
dusired **mercirs of the Gnd of heaven con-
carning the secret” of Nebuehadnezzar’s
,dican, nnd »*the God that revealeth secrets,”’
i gratified that heathen moonech with the knowl-
iedge of the thoughts of his heartus to **what
iuhould come to pass herealter.”  Daniel also
thanked and praised the Gad of heaven, that
s had made known to him the king’s matter.
But had Daniel taken the position that such
| kmowledge was undesirable, is it probable lhul\
he would liave been thus enlightened?
We are assured that **all scripture is given
i by inspiration of God, and is profitable for!
doctrine, for reprool, for correction, lor in-
struction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfeet, thoroughly furnished |
un:o il good works.”” 2 Tun. 3: 16, 17. At
’nll seripture is profitable ivr any purpose, it
must be understoad; andany portion of serip-
L wre of which we ean have no knowledge cans
| not be profitable to us. It is therefore desi-
| rable that we should lave a knowledge of all
thot God has revealed i his ward.
i The Apocalypse is calied “The Revelation
- of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to
shaw unto Lis servints things which must
i shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified
(it by his ange! unto his servant John: who
| bare record of the woird of God, and of the
’u:slimolly of Jesus Christ, and of all things
llhul he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and
i they that hear the word of this prophecy, and
| keep those things which aro written therem: |
| for the tune is at hand.”
This Revelation, according to the opinion

to events which will not all be fulfilled till the
end of time: yet *he that readeth and they
that hear the words of this prophecy,” are
pronounced blessed; and surcly our Savicur
would not bless that which is undesirable to
be known. This prophecy not only com-
mences, but it also closes with a biessing upon
those that keep the sayings o’ the prophecy
“ol' this book. This blessing cannot be ob.
tained without a knowledge ot these sayings;
this knowledge thereflore caanot be undesi- |
rable.

He argues, p. 269. that if the event in
question were “the universnl spread of holi-
ness,” ihe knowledge of the time would not
be desirable, from the fuct that it such knowl-

edge should reveal 10 us that the event was
far in the future, i would be neither a
vpleasure or profit;” and that if ncar, al-)
thaugh the prospect might “be to us delightful,” |
yet »we are only a small pavt of all who huve ]
fived, und we eannot pronocunce that knowl- |
edge on the whole desirable, which must have s
deferred their hope, merely because it would
hasten ours.”  T'his ncgument is based upon
the supposition that if it is revealed in the
scriptures, ‘it has been discoverable there.
in all its remolcness, for many centurtes,”
But does it follow that every thing now re-
vealed was equally discoverable in the time
of Daniel? 11 so, the prophets who searched
diligently what munner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify, would
not have been told *thnt not unto themsclves,
but uuto us they did minister the things which
are now reported uoto you.”” And when
Danic! inquired, **O my Lord, what shall be
the end ol these things?” hud it been dis-
coverable then, he would not have been iohl
that the words were *‘closed up and sealed till
the time of the end;”” and yet that was
“scaled up,” which at ¢‘the time of the end,”’
ssthe wise shall understand.” This knowledge
therefore might be revealed to us. and **hasten
our hope,” withow *+deferring” the hope of
those who lived long since.

M. D. aleo argues, that “There is reason aho lo
fear that such prospect, howevcr pleasing, might now
enervaia insiead of invigoraling the hearts oi good
men; as (he near prospect of success in any enter-
prise, whers men have a purt, often relaxes their vigi-
Ianeeand activily, mose than all difficulties anddelays
uiey have encountered.”

It js believed thnt this has not been foand to
be the cass in the palitical world; then why
should it in the religious? If any thing could
give vigor and eergy to any effurt, it would
seem ‘hat.s prospect of certain victory would
accomplish it. Aud it would seem that nathing
would chil and dampen one’s encrgy more
than dowbt and umcertainty.

desirable.
pused the event shall 1ske place in the  next aenlury.
would it be best for 1he world to know that it will not
come before?  Yet if God had 1evealed it in his word,
then, wherever ihat wont lius bren read in ages past,
the righteous might have been made (o despond und
thie wieked to exult in ihe prospeet,”

We rcply 1o this nrgument, that it could
not be the case il such rovelmion were *sc/osed
vp and sealed 1ill the time of the end:” nud
we have the testimony of Danicl, that such
is the casc respecting the revelation in ques-
tion,

40Or,' he rnys, “‘make the supposition that God has
purpored the eveat shall tuke pluce 1he next year. Do
vou rejoice in believing that protwiien will cerse,
winie not more than a fiaginent of the whole adult
hunian fwmity will have been saved, rarher ihan in be-
lieving that it will continue lor an indefinite period,
durirg which, by the greater spread und prevalence of'
the Gospel, the nuiniber of the saved tusy, on 1he whale

scale of time, comne to exceed 1hat of the jost1” p. ¥70, '

| pearing and his kingd

We reply that the cvent itsell’ does not de-
pend upon anr chaice respecting a ksowledge
of it, and the infinite wisdom of" God will do
that which is for the best.  Besides, we can
find no evidenee in the word of God that reli-
gion isthus to spread and save the majority of
the humaao race, and 1o hope tor the contrary
of what God has revealed, would argue a
distrust of his wisdom and goodness.  Vhe
world, when the Son of man is revealed, ix
described to be in the condition of the world
before the flood, and like Sodom and Gomor-
rah before their destruction.  Our Savior ag-
sures us that the tares and the wheat will
grow together till the end of the world: and
Daniel i3 told that the ¢litile horn™ will niake
war ngainst them unlil the Ancient of Days
shall come. The saints are also said 10 be
redcemed out of every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people. These, with other
considerntions, convince us that when Christ
does come, precisely the sume scenes will
have to be enacted, as will occur if he comes
in 1843; 20 that what would cause us 1o de-
sire the delay of his coming one yeur, might
cause us to desire it to be delnyed forever.
Neither can it be delayed for an indcfinile
period of time, for Daniel is assuied that *sat
the time appointed, the end shall be.”’

Auy loss of happiness to those who can
never have an existence because probatiou is
cut short befure their time, can not weigh in
this case; whereas the misery which will he
thus averted frem multitudes who would be
born, die, and go to perdition, were time to
continue, i8 quitea consideration. And when
we consider that the majority of those wlo
are born, die in their sins—tlat the great ma-
jority of those now alive would ull probably die
bafore the world could be converted—that the
number of thosc who are vearly born [ar out
number those who are yearly converted, and
that this melancholy proportion would con-
tinue to swell the tide of human beings rush-
ing to destruction, sofong a3 probation con-
tinues, benevolence und humanity would force
us to pray, *Come, Lord Jesus, come quick-
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, *‘But looking at the supposed
wilh universal
holiness preceding it, would the foreknow ledge of it,
#0 200n (0 arrive, be pleasant and profitable 1o good
men? It must be pleasant to a Christian,’ say some,
‘becavise ke will 80 soon see his Saviour.” Bui this
may be said of death, also. and this was the rcason
Pavl gave for desiring death-not for desiring the end of
the world—‘having a dexire lo depart and be with
Christ,” counting it ‘guin to die,” though to Lim ‘to
live.” was ‘Christ.” Yet surely every Christian is not
of course eager todie. On the contrary, this world is
desirabie for him during his aliotted "' @, and Christ's
intercession {or his followers was, ‘1 pray not tnat
thou shouldsi take them oul of the world, but that
thou shouldst keep them from the evil.” Because the
vision of Christ itself appears inwting, whether by
means of desth or of bis personal coming, we caonot
infer that either event would make his peonle hanny
stany other than the appointed time, and still lees
that it woald be desirabie for them 1o (oreknuw that
time.”’

1t is certainly our duty to wait here our ap-
pointed time, until our change come; nor have
we any right to rush unbidden into the pires-
ence of our God. We cannot meet Christ
either by a natural death, or by his peisonal
coming, before our appointed time, and there-
fore we shall not discuss the question, wheth-
ersuch a meeting would cenduce to happiness;
but none can queﬂion but that such a meet.
ing, at the nppointed time, would be a happy
one. We inay thereloredesire 10 kitow that
such appointed time is near.  Paul desired
death that he might be with Christ, then why
may not every Christian desire death for’the
same reason? We have no right to set our
affections on the things of this world, nor to
lay up our treasures here, for where our
heart is there we shall receive otir portion.
We are but strangers and pilgrines hore, and
bave no right to look upou this world as our

the 8pirit of Christ which, was in them di " ’ ] . )
s:gaify, when it lestified baforehand ‘hli “I‘l'. s u::o.h’.-rumw 2--&---""""_"“ velpes | fair me:h‘em -mu'bc:l" "33&:" N
:: - o({l'n‘r:::.l:;:q‘u "?l mid llhlt =y m‘-ll;rn:-"l.nl. :okunyhh ha."l die and go inu’:.ih world of spirite will briog
unto themeelves, but usto we they did minister | #the lereknowledge of it mest thin appear sill leis | us nORT % Chrint, butthe ‘pereont] coming of

Make the supposition, that God bas pur | Christ will restore all who are his to the

enrth, restorcd tn ‘ts Eden sjate, in aecorl.
nnce with the cosenant God made with o
tmher Abraham, to give Lirn and his seed the
Unnd, for an everlasting pos<esson.  1his 1w
the appearing 1o which Paul referred whey
he said, s*Heacelonh shere is laid up for me o
crowN of righteousness, which the Lord. the
rightenus Judge, shall gine me AT THAT DAY
and not 10 me only. but woto ull themn alsa
thatlove his uppearing.” 2 Ton, iv. & 1«
it not natural that we should desire the
approuch of that day in which m.L THE 2 .GH-
' Teous are (o reeeive their ckows®  Andcun
we truly love his appesring without deearringe
the avproach of that day? Tiat appearing
caunot be our death, as some cantend, e in
the 15t verse, tho apostle says that Chris:
will «icdge the quick and the dead ut his ay:.
P~ T Be continwed

OnexLix, March 27, 1843,

Dear Br. Fircu :—A (riend handed ine, a
few muten since, the jast No. of the *Sec.
ond Advent,” i: which [ Bod a (ew vervtouch -
ing and upproprinie lines on the death of our
linle boy. from your pen. | knew, brother,
that you eonld and would synipathize with us.
None but those who have been calied to sim-
ilar trials, can touch the cord that vibrates in
the sculs of thase who liave been called w:
part with the objecta of their fondest hopes.

«:Not long will your luved ono sleep in
dust,” &c. That thought bas been a cordinl
to my soul. The dny after our Lo died, while.
refl gupon the disp tion of God’s prov-
idence towards us, | exclaimed to my wife.
in the bitterness of a wounded spirit, *+Why
has my fother driven the iron so deep into my
soul?  'Furning arownd, soon, my cye fell
upon the large chart, which 1 had hung up
behind the bed of our little bov. te divert hi~
mind, while living, ani the wound was heal-
cd—thie iron was extracted. 1 exclaimed
from my imnost soul, *Blexsed Jesus! Now
1 love thee more than ever! Thou hast taken
iny child to thine own bosom

1 would have written some account of the
Loid’s dealings with vs, ere thisg but my in-
cessant watching over our sick boy, withour
tedious journey home, has prostrated my
healih, su that [ have not been able.

Your notice of iy lubors, is, perhaps, suf.
ficient. } wantto sav a word in refeience 1o
my Sccond Advent experience. | have been
thinking less or more on the subject, for
more than four years. About one year ago.
my atiention was called anew to tie investi-
gation of it. Lastsummer | listened, duy by
day, to the other side. | kept my mind un-
committed to any theory—examining, as |
had opportunity. the **literal’”’ view. und when
you visited Oberlin, 1 wns in a complete #tarc
of non-committai—heard you through, pon-
dered, prayed, and hesitated—was unhappy.
because in darkness; prayed on, determined
not to force my mind, or make any effort to
believe it, or any utherloctrine, but to wan
ou theLord, day by duy, believing that he
wauld lead me into the old path, and the good
way. | continued this about three months.
when the Spirit of the Lord led my mind su
into an understanding of the truth, that I be-
canie settled and happy.

Immediately the fire began 10 burn within
my boney. 1 longed to ¢*preaeh the accepta-
ble year of the Eord. and the day of ven-
genuce of our God,” to others. | saw the
desolation—| saw the datkness, that reigned
over a large part of our State; and 1 said.
Who will go? 1 looked at my little family;
it might be at a sacrifice if | went—but, who
wiil go? wus the demand agom; 1 suid, £
will ; send me, Lord.

I went. Has the sacrifice been too much?
My child might have died, had we sinid at
home. But if not, is it 00 much ¥ God
spared not his only son, but delivered him
freely up for us ull; und shall [ make o
sacifice for perishing souls ¥ It is mot too
much. | have laid al{ on the altar. Thern
let God dispone of it. | feel stranger than
ever in the faith; yesMhe ancien:, primitive
faith of the saints. [ long, 1 sigh. to be per-
fected with them. Often, while watching
over the dving pillw of my precious boy,
ave I looked out at the winduw, and wishe
that 1 might see the sign of the Son of Man
in the heavens, before | saw another sun rise.
| longed for it more than they that “*wait for
the morning.” [ shall not wait long ie vain.
Jeeus will come, and will mot taery. Not
long will that little cherub harp with the
[one huudred and forty and fonr thoussnd, erc
| shall be permitted 10 bear the rirains celes-
tial's and though | cannot learu-them, 1 may

To /| join in the chorus, and swell the symphony

of beaves, in everiastin ise to God and
the Lamb. BT NEEDHAM.




THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST.
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_ DOUBLE NUMBFR.
Subseribera will understand that the last nuinbar
was doub's, and will answer for No+. ! and 10,

FIRE WO0OD,
A Ve loads of wool might be used, it' !,
to furnish means to puhlich the papar in this way.

iondy wish

] FRARTIHQUAN LIS,

There was a shock at'an earthiuake in Vermont an
the 171wl
and the weighhoring towns,
erockery was jarrad in the Louses, and some houses

Lt was very rencibly felt at Burlingion
It waa so lheavy thar
rocked as though they woull go over. A secoad
shock was falt ahont 21 minutes nfer the Grat.

A Secund Earthquake tock place at Gualalowps,
W. I on the 3d ult, It shook a wvesael, which was
off the north part of the island, xo 1hat it was with
difficalty the crew kept on their frat. A deuse cioud
ol amoke aseended from the vicinity of Bussaterre.
was quite sickly at Point Petre.

The comet was scen at St. Thonus oi the 24 ol last
wonth; it caused consilerable aiarm to the
itamts. A shock of an earthquake was also feit at
1. Themas on the Gth inst.

inhad-

DISTRESS OF NATIONS.

We havz mot room to noiice the wunltitule of facta
re«ecling the state of thiazs throughout the werld,
The peculear featcre of the forcign news is that throv oh.
ont the countries of Furope and Avia, gloom hange
over trade, a feeling of despandemcy preva and
while money is abundant, a frightful mass of positive
destitution and mizery exists, and no present prospect
ol'any improvement. Those who livein this country
need not be 1old 1hat there is a general proatrazion of
busi nese all over the land: nor be reminded thit thou-
»ands are availing themselves of the general vankrupt
Lw. Truly there is perplexity.

HARD TIMES.

The editor of the Morniag Star, a Western paper,
aye he bas had to decline the otfer of a cow and call
n Indiana, in payment of one do!lar in advance, on
subrcriptiom, because he had ne way o\ realizing that

amount of “cash Lrom it

= INSANITY.

The insanmity of a Mr. Eales, mientioned in the Clev.
1lerald, was snpposed to bave been occasioned by the
preaching on the Second Advent. I bas been ascer-
tained, however, that he )as long been subj-ct to in.
=anity. He talks a good deal cn 1his subject, just as
others do,  being the subject uppermoct s his mind.
The Hera'd has since corvected the statement.

Pmmnu:l_n ('}nylp;igw ;ntnl have died
in ene week, by an unknewa plag:

The Chapel of 1he ¥ | at Theopoli
near Quiscy, lll. has recently been burned by slave-
holders. A day of reckoning is very near at hand.

SLIND GUIDES.

We bave had frequent occasion recently, 1o express
our utter astonishment at the course of thore who ale
wriling in opposition lo the doctrine of the nesr com
ing of our Saviour. The great aim s:ems to be to
perplex and throw darkness upon alinost every point
upon which they wrile. This is especiaily conspicu-
ous i ihe articles of Dr. Weeks. Leaving the main
piilar of cur argament almost entirely uniooched, he
has been pailing 2: nearly eveiy clapboard in the edi-
fice.

The grand argument upon which we brse our ex-
pectation of Chrisw's near coming is the 2300 days ol

anie!, Sth chapter. lnstead of atienipting to an.
rwer our arguments, ki insidiously quotes froun Mr.
Miller toshow that Mr. 3. considers she visions ol the
21, 7th & 8th chapters of Dauiel ome vision, and then
undertakes 10 prove THEREFROM that the vision of
the Sth chap.—the ram, lte-goat and little horn—com-
mences back in the Babylonian empire, dating from s
certain point of which kingdom. he shows that the
230%) years ended about the time of the Reformaiion
unier Luther. He aleo du'es the commencement af
other points, part of which end before, and part after
the tiine fised upan by Mr. M. ln thin way he has
endeavored to destroy eur light, without even aitempt-
g lo giveus a better. Can that be an honest mind,
(bat seeks (0 misrepresent sm eppenent, in order o
sustain a theory? Mr. Miller does consider these
ihree visions as representing the same things asfar s
they go; but he never has intimated that the vision of
the 8th chapter extended farilicr back than the Al:do-
Persian empire.

1n an article which was copied into the faet Cleve-
Iand Plain Deujer, Mr. Alexander Campbeti takes the
position that the Litt!: Hora represented ‘““the person
Who wes te desecrate the sanctuary and totread Cown
the hust for 8300 days.” fn othcr words the Little
Horn represented the ‘‘vision,’”" the **Caily,”” and the
*“iranegression of desolation.”” In other words still,

]

o

-

! he understands that the vision concerning which the
i question was axked, ““How fong?"’ consisted ot the
| wcta of the Litile Horn a'one. 16 Mr, Campheli hatd

=l 1 conenlted Dan. 12: 11, he would have ascertained that

] 9 . N
that part of what Danicl saw in the eizhih cluipter

was to ha accomplivhod in s thousand two hunitred
and ninety days," 45 daysafier which (v, 12, 1) Dan-
iel was to “atand in livlot.*”

Naw this arguinent is very specions. ‘Tl transla.
10r hav inserted the ward “concerning.'’ (Dan. 8: 13,)
in italic, showing that it ix not in the origmal, ft
wux prabally thiv word in the question that lead Mr,
Cumpbell to ruppose the vision consinted only of the
~datly” and the “tranegression o' dexolation,”  Let
ws ook atthe quostion na it wtande in the oriminal, &
13: “llow long the vision, the iaily, and the 1rana.
uresxion of desaiation, 1o give the sanctuary und the
hoxt to be tradden nnder foot?”’
Linex painte, vier

t. The ‘‘rinion,’
Daniel saw,

3. The ‘“daily,” orthat which wam to be tekenaway
and the place of hiv sanclva ry cast down.

3. The *‘transgression of desclation,” or that which

Here are three die-

or tlie tam, hie-goat, &e. which

was to destrny.,

Itmay be summed up thus. How long «hull the
eanctuary and the host be trodden under joot? Or,
how long shall it be from the eommencement of the
vision till the sanetuary should he cleansed?

Now, with what propriety ean Mr, C. say that the
visicn consisted oa'y of the last two points, when it
embraces the whole scene which was preseuted to
the mind of Daniel, commencing with tie rain und
he-goat, and extending down to tiie tine wheu the
Little Horn should be “'broken wnbouthand?” Wil
Ris 1eputed erudition, | am at aloes 1o find an answer,

The vision then began with tlie Medo-Persian em-
pire, and wiere the vision began, there the 13Ut dayx
began, and must reach froin that period to the end of
indignatron, Our Saviour poinied in the 24th of Mal-
thew 10 Llic Wanagression of deso‘atian as then future,
which is proofl that the 2300 duys were mot fuifilled
in litera] days, and are therefore symbols of years.—
Indignation apon the people of God has not ended.—
The Jews were under indignation 1ill they werc cast
off—and ihe Gentiles were grafied in, and Lhe church
has been undes indignation or tribulat oa till this time.
and will be till the end of the 2300 years, But thanks
{ be 10 God, all opposing powers liave done their work
on the raints, and 1he time is now at hand for the
saints to possess the kingdom with Christ. The 2300
years are within & few days ol their termination.—
Lift up your heads ye saints, and rejoice, for your re.
demption draweth nigh.

THE COMET.

We have pusposely delayed an account of ihe Comet
1ill we could get a correct account of it. The follow-
ing observations are by Prof. Loomis, of the Western
Beserve College, at Hudson, Ohio:

1 have compured the elements of the comet's orbit
from the vbservations of March iith and 2lst, combi-

Feb. 28th, according to the loose newspaper siate
ments.  ‘Fhe following is the resuit:

Perihelion passage Feb. 24, 9695 Greenwich mean
time,
7°31

Longitude of perihelicn

Longzitude of areendiug node 150 5
Incfination of orhit 36 4
Penihelion distauce 27

Motion direct.

Cumputing the comet’s places fromn these elements
the accordance is exact for the exireme observations;
but for the interniediate time the error is sbout four
degrees. Tiere seems then good reason to believe
that the conet was actuaily seen Feb. 28, bul not
precisely in the Ki-ce igued it According to my
obrervations of March 2ith the error of this orbit, is
ubout three degrees. The ubove arbit then is but a
ccarse approximation, yet will suffice to give a gener-
al idea of the vonet’s wotion. When first discovered
Feb. 24 1hic comet had just passed ils point of nearest
approach to the sun, being at its perthelion distant
trom the sun twenty miliions of mi.er, umi w buadred
and fifteen miles (rung the earth. Itisnow more thun
eighty miliiens of mil-s from the sun, und about the
same distance from the earth. Cailing the apparent
diameter of the head two minntes, its real hameter
must be over 40,000 miles. lte 1ail has slength of
about xixty millions nf miles. The comet is now re-
ceding both from the earih snd sun, and ere long

will dissppear forever trom our view. Its anguinr
distance irom the sun has been consiantly increasing
since first observed, hut at a diminished rate, It wiil
probabiy svon reach itx greatest elovgation. and aher-
waids slow'y return lowards the sun in his roys.—
The sliove elements do nat suffi ly s bie thore
of any recorded comel fo justify rhe beliet that this
one has ever been seen before.  This in them a now
comet added (o our list, making naw one hnndred aud
fifty. Estas Lousrs,

*Tur. Larren Day Wirsxas, devoted especially (o
the Refotation of Millerivm,'’ a new paper just star-
ted in Boston, says:

At the very threshold of our cuterprise,
| wo protest ngatnst the course pursued by ma-

nvin relation to Mr. Miller wud bas udherents,
I pritest against the numerous tnlsehoods
uticred agaiust them, the uncliristian ridicule
cust upon them, and the absoiute nhuses Hhat
is sometimes opplicd 1o thewm. The Miller
people, many of them are fur better men than
these wha treatthem ia this manoer.”’

—

ned with the best es;imate | could Ionn of ite position |

'

! again into a DD, each letter very distinct. 1t then fa- !

(

| the Ohio river, between Rising Sin and Aurors,

" SECOND ADVENT CONFERENCE. |

To be hel} at Akron, (if 1ha Lord does not come |
before that time,) on Wednesdey, April 191h, 1843, |
atl0o'clock A, M. Fricwin from all quarters sre in- |
vited to utlend,  Cannot brother Liel be preseni?

PHENOMENA,

The Cincimnati Ledger mave that a Meteor buret |
over that city on the 10th of Nov. 1842, ‘The edim;
snyss

*On laoking up we dizcovared, in the air,
Inrge frugmeunts of fire, flying in different di-
rections——cach of whiclt tookeil 10 us as if
they were padticles of a star tliat had burst!
asumice.  ‘I'he moon beenme black ns ink,
and the stars all secined nn il they had dwin- !
dled nway, nnd nought could be scen but the
ficry fraginents flying about the eky.  These !
burnt for a few moments, nnd then grmlunlly!
died nwny, until they could Le scen no more,
A few moments after the explusion tonk place,
the carth shook like an nspen, and the moon
when khe ngain slione forth, scened trembling
from the eflects ol the shack.”

The Vincennes Ja. Gaaelie thus ceseribes an exira-
ordinary appearance which was scen there on the
15th of December last:

“Shortly afier the riging [ the moon, two
luminous appearances, similar to sun dogs,
were observed near the planet, and in a few
minates after, the form of & eruss, sinlar to
that o n Greek cross, was pisTrNeTLY And
cLEARLY seen, extenling from the tap, bot-
tom, right and lelt, making the moon a cen- )
tre.  T'his continued about half «n hour.””

An English Journal mentions a xplendid iiiuinina-!
ted Meteor that paseed over thie county of Nottinghawn
recently.

“1t resemtiled a great body of fire of a blood
red color. assumiog various shapes.  lts ap-
parent height woas trifling, but its veloeity
could not bi fess than 50 or 60 miles in a
minute. Those wha obscrved it, aithough
many tniles asunder, fancied it fell within a
short distunce.”

Aboul ten days since, we obscived a bright haifeir-
cle neatly over hend, between 4 and 5 o'ciock in the
alterncon. It resembled the rainbow in ita color-— the
sky was clear in the region of it—and what rendered
iteurions was the fact that the convex part was turned
towards the sun, insiead of having 1he sun for its
centre. A brigiit sun-dog appeared in the N. W,
&t (he saine uine.

The Cincinoati Daily Sun of March 27, has a col-
umn occupied in giving an account of a wonderful
sight #een by 1hie Pilot of the steambeat Wm. Penn,
(Mr. Wm. Francis) on Tuesday night, Mareh 21, on
about eleven o'clock at night. The sky was ciear.—
The Pilot was startled by an exceeding bright light
which suddenly flashed. He at first 1hought i* was
lightning, but the brightuess continued. Iuthesouth-
h
In a few minutes after it form-
ed itsellinto the letter G, sfterwards into an O, and

east he saw the outlines of a scrpent in the sky.
turned to a livid red.

ded away.
The Captain, Jemes Pratzman, saw a partof it.
‘I'his wants confirn:ation.

The Pilot xays he is *‘no Millerite."

CHRONOLOGY .

The last Christinn Reflecinr publishes a
Chironologicn]l Table, preparcd by that Bap.
tist clergynian wio emancipated all hissluves,
William Henry Brisbane, At its elos:, he
savs! *[ have mnde my "exnminatinns with
great care.” The Table moakes the world

6,000 jycars old in 1843, |
FALSE STATEMENTS,

Our limited >pace will not petruit us to nolice the
thousand and oune fulse staleinents respecting the ef.
tects of “Milerinm,’ The ileath of Mr.
Shortridge, of Portwnoutli, by jumping froin & trew is
coutradicted on good anthority. So long as there
ean be found individuals ready to believe any thing
but the truth, just so long stories will be coined for
their especial benefit.

Dr. Crarv has made inguiry of Bro, [lunt, who has
charge of the Letreal lor the tneane, in Hartfcrd, and

-

so called.

wayn:

**He informed me that o the ninety.ome
potients now i the Retreat, there were
NONE whore insanity could be ascribed in
anyiway to this docvine; and lwthermore Ae
had\never kmown an instance where (Ais had
been the cause of derangement.”’

‘Tye N. Y. Daily Piebian thus contradicts ome of
the fterribie eff cts ot Millerigar’’ afloat:

“Mox, Leverich, of Newark, who commit-
te)l murder upon heraelf and two chiidren, 1s
«aidjto have been of a family afflicted wilh
herJditnry insanily; and is said to have never
attepded any Miiler weetings or had uny
conscction with he Sccond Adveat Associa.

tion,”

|
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For tis '+ Necond Adrent.”

Reflections
On the last [natructions to Danicl—The as-
tending cireumstances wilh which they are
introduced siguificant of thewr transcendeny
importance.

‘The visits ol the heavenly messengers £
man, most genendly have had o partlizing
and overwhelning influence,  No instance s
recorded of an eil:ct of this kind 10 the «
tent of that of which Danicl was the sub)
at hie lost interview—and hence we inter
the closing of the scrics of mecsnges 1o ilee
propihet, the amazing and solemn import of
the communication about to be mude.

1t nppears when Danel was earricd e
to Pabylon in the first year of Nebuchar-
nczzar, that he is lhnughl t have beeu trom
twelve to iwenty vears ol age. .-\h:»ut ten
venrs after this event, Ezckiel ranks him with
Nani and Job, for his piety. He was a yourg
man when he interpreted Nebuchadoezzar’s
dream, perhiaps 26 10 28 years. He had the:
visions of the Tth shapter 48 years after in-
terpreting 2 ezzar's dreams; HU vears
afier, that of the 8ty chapter; 65 vears atter,
the events of the 9ih chapter, und 70 years
later, the events of the 10th, Lith, and 12k
chaptera; at which time hie would huve beew
upwatds of 90 venrs old. .

Beture procecding directly tothe considern-
tion of the J0th chapter, waere these luat 1n-
structions begin, it may be proper o reinark,
that when any new, important, or special 1ei-
formation is about to be communicated to ine
people, by the Loed, the circumsl:_mcc-. pre-
ceerling or a‘tending sueh communicution, ar
pecolinr nnd significant.  When the l,v.nl.
wauld enll Moses lo Jead hix pecple out ai
Egypt, his nttention is arrexted winle leadiog
Jethro’s flock, by the *sgreat sight’” of iin
burning bush. When Israci wns t be: brougic
forth it was preeeiled by “:signs and wonders
in the land of Ham.” When he was zbowd
to give *tableaal’ stone, a law and comunrd-
ments,” Sinai's towering rock quoked ta ity
base, and its cloud eapt top was invested wiry
the *sthick darkness)’’ and row blazing with
sdevouring fire”  When the Naviour was
about to muke his advent, Gebiel, who, H(M!
vears beflore, had been sent to Duniel, comes
to the priest-officinting Zacharian, and -tne:
hnndmnid of the Lord,” on errands of glad
tidings. Man is permitted to listen once for a
moment to the songs of heaven, bearing dowa
1o earth the descending Saviour. When the
Gentiles are to have preached to them & corn-
mon snlvation, Peter in inlurmed uy suitable
indications of the Lord’s will. John’s visions
are introduced by a view of Christ in the fire:
chapter of Revelation, described with grea:
sublimity.

Wo wilt look at those canes of visions or
the appearance of heavenly inessengers, which
are the most remarkable for their eflects, no
ting the precine language in which those cffects
are described. In the instance of Hazekiel,
first chapter, he “fell upon his fuce,”

When Gabricl came ta Daniel the first tisne.
in the 8th chapter. he *fell upon nis face’”
nnd *'was in & deep rlecp, with his face to.
ward the ground.”  The kecpers at Christ’s
tomb, for fear of the nngel, **did shake and
became os dend men.”  ‘The women at the
sepulchre were afraid and bowed down their
fuces to the earth atthe presence of the tw.
mngeis.  And John, when he saw one like 1
the Son of man, **lell at his feet ne dend.”
But the account in the 10th ehap. of Danwi.
of the effcct of the appearance of 1he heaveniy
messenger upon him, -is withont a parallel,
t is suppescd this is, as io ihe Jiest o Reve-
lations, the Lord Jesus Christ—the deserip-
linns being very similar. It appears that
Danii in this instance, mentiony 1 what par:
of the year these things transpirert.  Hefore,
he hied given the dnte of lis visions oaly as
in such n year of tho rei ning king. bz
now, he gives the month, and day ut 1the mon:k.
We can imngine how the first month, *:the
beginning of months” was regarded by a Jew.
We enn perlaps see why Daviei inlhis monti
should give himsell o n seasan of protracted
fnating and devonon. 1t wesin the first monin
that Ezrn weut up to Jerusnlem, and tha:
Christ huog upcn the cross.  The events ru-
lated in tlus 18thchap. seen to huve occuered
in the day tim4 by the side of the river Hiu-
dekel, Daniel'says of the men that wers
witlt him and who saw nat the vision, that a
great quaking fell upon them, so that they
tleti—tlat thore remained no strength in him
—hiscomeliness or vigur wis turned into co:-
ruptinn=--and wien he heard tho voce of his
waords was in a deep sleep on hie face toward
the graunds  Then a hand louched him that
set him wpon his hands and kmees. und be
was told o stand upright—=then ho stood
trembiing. When the angel hid spoken furtne

tive




Danicl set his face toward the ground and !
ame dnmb—ithen his lips were touched ind |
Le opened his wmowa and said he retatiied no |
strength==nor was any breath in him,  Then |
e was touched agan, and strengthened, nad
1old to be strong-—then hie was strongthiened, |
P whole acoount showa the gicat vt |
even of the angels to streagthen Danicl, The

ke s not clsewhete found.  IProm all wnats
gy va this powt in the bible, we nsk, what
wancth those things—this overpowering of~
tor upon Dantel’s wind and bodyt Wi is

bai the revealing of thiags to transpite iu

@ st ond of the indignation—the tane of
d-=the cnd dsels.

‘There s on dizecion an chap, 12: 4, 10
shut up the word and senl the book to the
e of the cnd. Are we to nler therefore
fant the woeds nre uever 1o be understowd? |
There ts an express promise (101h v, ) given
10 adl e form of the most sulemn naseve ras
non wiile ke who was clothed in fine linen
upoa the niver has uplified shis rvighi hand,
and s et hand wuto heaven swoearing by
e taal hveth for ever and over™ thit 1o
wise siali understand!™”  Can we pot vealy |
<Ay, sties doy 18 this scripiure fullilicd in
waur ewrs.” I Daniel is not now understood
when will he be?

(s remarkable that when the great puriods
or tana in Danicl are given, there are Justut
that momeat two or mue haavenly messen-
&+vs present in his vision. In 1he 8:h chap. at

the “woxDERFUL NuNBERERT who gives |
e 230D davs, in answer w the question of
athiee vSaim.”  And in the 1200 chap.,
e stoad other two” when ke periods
iinen are given. Liet wot this ivost extraordi-
nary jact be fergultem.

From ihe e he addresscs the nng=l, 10th
chapter 19th vecze, Let, my Lord speat:,
Danie] becomes u profound lisicner 10 all 1he
angel says, and aerer afier does he reply,
nor does. a singlo word brenk from bis h.pl
wil, In the progress of thes: instructians,
another significunt. august nod very soh:n
rcene is presenied of 1wo additionn] ileu\'cnly
risseingers, om: of thent himself coquiring.
How loag tothe ¢nd of theso wonderst”
Cints which things ahe apgels desire 10 iouk.)
ad lengih Daniel becomes moved—his boson
aweile. and secms o, respond 0 tine saine
enquiry.  He wilnesses this now and umaz-
l” scene—a &colie ol most p«)lcmu {lmpori e
the scriptures; and as he boholds, 1he jrrofound
silance he has observed s brokea by (he
strong emsotious of his soul, poured oul'in the
dast wnd the ealy wards he ulicrs. 10.the dicp-
ly peghetic and aterrogative  exclimal

|
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<), MY JLORD—WHAT—SHALL BL
THEEND—OF THESE THINGS.”  And

here. dies on Daniel’s lips the pait he  hud
inkengu thisidialogue of car s drama, so
deeply intoresting 1o him, so wdescrbably
momeatousto all.  Tue hoavenly messengor
vivses, bis hands etill wplifted, wiih the as-
suraace to Dansel, that he shiallstand i his
Lot at the ead of THE DAYS. This eveat we
aclieve transpires in 1543,

Tha timo, tiines and a hall—-pie 1290
days—ihe 1335 days—the 2300 .days of the
TISE, PROPNET are sow ‘about waswed and
jestemady 12 crumblo and fall joto what gulr’
et swallows up ail probaiion.

Phe: pbrase *the End” occurm7 tinies in
e 41l chapter and its equivslent *rat ihat
wne™ five dnes anore. Livery thing ubout
the. manneral the closiag of the mcssngy to
Jeael is 18l ol m=aming, and it wsocing s if
ine aagel would prociaim with bumpet voico,
e Ead, the Bnd, the Eode=the Eud, the
End-—gux Bo.

, Dr. Bcutt.thinks that .whon the 1290 days
are cuded the midlenatum tuen begion, . and
wne. the 1335 days ace complets 11 iw-fully
setup, Now we .agreu withtie doctor as to
the: time of Abis event,  only we.  liffer from
lim in.engarditu the ‘character of the event,
a2 thisdiflorenec ie a chasm noinind can apan.

A« connecied with the'2300 davs, we ob-
anrve, 1hat Sarusalom? rising from ite nah-
we 10 ihatime of Bara at thy commericemant

Mevicw of Dr, Weeks.
WY L. Do PLEMING,

1 liave been induced w0 innke a briel review
of 1r. Wecks' Lectures, lately dediverod in
the Pieshytedian Chureh, in Newark, N. J.,
not from any substantinl rensons which he
has widueed agninst the nighments on which
aro hased the expectations wf Christ’s spredy
coming, but because miuny suppose thaut all
the Doctor snys wmust Lo just so, because he
in a nan of reputed learings therefore they
ke Jor geanted all he says, withoat vxaia-
ining the matier fur thenselves, But 1 must
say, that ! have seen bo formal eflart made
1o uppumy the elaiins of the Alvent doetrine,
that poseesses less paint, or s awore vuluera-
ble, thun the pusition assimed by Pr, Weeks,

Were it not cutirely thirowing uway time,
ta uo usclul cud, 1 should here presume o
show that Dr. Weeks has made just as many
men of straw, as he necwses Mer, Mitler 1o
havir made mistakes; afier he has reared them,
he has gone fo work ta tear them to picces.
And O haw he has made the straw fly; but
nuta dropollilond; for Mre. Miiler’s armuoments
remain untouched,  The Dr, kias Tai] dawbn
in the very commencement, false premises,
whizh hnve produced n tiwsue of  blunders
from heginning 10 cnd, 10 bis lectures on the
chronology.  This being the case the work
of a review wil beshort,  For il 1 ean show
that lus premises are false, tie issne must be
fulse of course.

T he Doctar maken the following extract
from the ntraduction off Mr. Mitler’s chro-
notogical table, as publisned iu the Daily Mid-
night Cry, No. 8, From which he lays duwa
his prewises, which premises are utterly filse:
»The world will be 600D years old in 1843, if
we reckon iis age by the commeo: Chironology,
except in the Louk of Judges; nud for that
tie follow the plain reading of the Book (ol
Judges) itselt””  Aher makiog the above iso-
lated eatract, the Dr. says, *This implics
that Mr. Miller has followed the common
Churonulogy, meaning the Clironology printed
in the Common English Dible, except in the
Biok of Julges. But it is not so. bave
discovered several instances in which he dif-
fers from it.”

wiitten by the junior editor, in the haste re-
quired 10 issue a daily paper.  lIn giving the
substauce of tho article lor the weekiy pnper
of Jun. 27, it was written thus, as it should
liave been origicaliy ¢

Tl world will be six thousand years old
in 1343, if we reckon its age mainly by the
cammon  Chronology, except the time from
the death of Moses to the building of the tem-
ple, aad then follow the Bible in its plain
rending.”’

T'he pnper containing -this corrected para-
graph was sent o Dr. Weeks before lie de-
livered his first lectuic on Chronology, and if
he had nuticed the insection of he word
‘mﬂ'nly.’ which was carelessly lelt out when
the puragroph was first wridien, he would
have been saved the trouble of pointing out
» grent many unimporiant things, which, 10
the deceiving of his readers, hs his mngni-
fied into great mistakes.  Buot let us look at
the ariginai paragreapl, and sce il' lie was
justified 1n trying Mr. Ushet’s standrd.

“Rney CurovoroeY.—-T'wo things are
generally impressed on the public mind : first,
that the world is ubout 6,846 years ohd; and,
sacond, tliat it inustcontinue about 6000 yenrrs
in.its present state,  When this subject was
suggested o Me. Miller, in 1840, he feit that
I was an argument ngainst his view of the
prophetic periods.  Ile thought ilie matter
over, nnd «t length resulved 10 appeal FROM
Archbishop Usher, (ihe great staudard. in
Chronology ) 1'O the Bible.”

1 nsk, does the abave **iinply that Mr.
Miller hias followed thu common clironology?”’
Pr. Weeks savs so. But so far from 1, #¢
says, *He (Mr. Miller) resolved 10 appeal
FROM Archbishop Usher,” &c. Wby did
the Jir. thus. uisrepresent fucts? | Le:t hiin

o the 2300 days, was most @nurk:atly 1ypical
i the New Jerusalom, *the buloved'city,”” at
(e other vad of the scals. Buce Rev. 20: 9,
Atthe time of Wara (oo, was fulfiliad Teninh’s
pirophecy, concerning the scattored and exiled
lews ovur the “‘hundred iwenty and seven
jwovineas"! by shu deerevs of Peisian kings,
purmitting thiir rotaras © *“And itehall comns
toipnsa in ihat day that ‘the great trumpe

give us a solution, if ke kasone! Dr. Wecks
says Mr. Miller bas essayed to follow *:the
chironulugy ns found in the margin of the com-
mnon  Laglish Lible, cxeept in the Look or
Judges,” while the article feom which e tries
tu prove it, says lhic very reverse of that
Mr. Milier appeals waou,the cominon chro-
uology to the £iﬂc. but the Doctor trics him
by the cammun, ar Usher’s chronology; and

~hall b: blowa and they shall come whie

in_every insiance where Mr. Miller differs

m'Usher, the 1)7. wets it ‘down us a mis-

“the Dr. procedds, compafing
ith Usher, ’M&y‘“‘ rﬁhﬂd‘.

,, &c., enever be fluds |
oy a th Mr. "‘Milter, |
down asa'* el 3 A en i

i
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!judgg of the truo merits n'f the Dactor’s pra- | tion, if it were not for their evil tendency o
1ensions and argaments, it will bs necessary [ hose who regara th. umber of items in hiy
to stote Mr. Milley's true position. on ¢hro- ! catalogue, instend of the nnture of 1hose
nology. s chironology in gathered from the | jitems.  For instance, *Mistakes’ No, 16, 21,
Bible, and out of wmore than 50 collected iteins, | 35, nud 48, nre all lnn;d upon what the Duc-
lie lins given the vroof from the Bible in every 1oe cnlls n nistake of Mr,P Miiler in giving
instance but five, e Linw quoted Josephus ' Jehoratm & yeurs instead of 8. Out ot thut
orce nud Rollin fonr times,  dn every ather | gue item. the Doctor m'nkcl /bl;r wmistales.
innznucullm hus given book, chapter nud verae | Mistukes 10°and 52 are the same thing, i. €.
of the Bible,  Aud Dr. Weeks, i making out' 1o nahes 1100 mistakes oot of ome iter. Mis-
his €0 crrors in Me, Miller's chronology, has | ykes Non. 17, 18, 10, 28, 30, 43, and 45,
sectendid 1o find but few in relation w0 the !y, ol yade :.ul (;fu).: nne' |hl|:ulu1| pressnge
Bilile; oue or 1wo of which, perhaps, claim ;1 Kings 6: 1. T'hus the reader wilk read -
» e -
* "1‘1;;:"1?1:;:”]‘:I'{'l!()ll inthe Doctos’s numeri- o fouae SUR AL Bycior (ATEREETE

Itis propvl'm remark, that the little arti- !
cle from which selecyion is here made, was|

i
cnl order, is, that Me, Millor ¢leaves out!
Samsou altogether,” &e. Now did ot the
I D)r, kstore, that Samson’e time is inoloded in
Ithe 40 vears given to the Plilistines? 1 he
did know ity he is in fuult for representing it
otherwises and if he dil kot know ity it is
high time he fearned it as e might by reading
the following verse: “*Aud he judged Israel
i the days of the Philistines, twenty ycnu."
==Judges 15: 20, ‘The days here mentioned
aic doubtless those 40 years, (13: 1,) in
| which the children of Isract were **delivered
jinta the hands of the Philistines,” as the bis-
ctory of Samson clearly shows they were
during Lis life.

In ¢rror 16, the Dr. finds fault because Mr.
Miller gives only 5 vears to Jehoram whije
it stiould have been recording to 2 Kings,
8: 17, where it is suid, *:lle reigned eight
ears in Jerusnalen.?””  Jehoram began his
cign in the 5th year of Joram, king of Isra-
13 Jehoshnphat being still king of Judah, 2
Kings 8: 18.  Jorun, king of lsrael, began
his ieign in the 18ih year of Jehoshaphat, 2
Kinga 3: 1. Jehioshaphat’s whole reign was
23 years, and ihe Hth vear of Joram must
have been nearly 3 vears befare they eanded.
Jehoram, therefore, reigaed but H years
aloue, and three with his father.  T'he Dr.
could not have boen ignorant of this fact.—
Why, thei, does he make an ERROR, out
of what lie evidently kaew tobe CORRECT!

Beror 26 is made from Mr. Miller's giving
to Joshua 23 years, while Juhn gives but 17.
Now, when Joshua cume out of Egypt. he
was a young man, Lix. 33: 11—he could not
have been more than 45, which would make
him 85 when he entered Canaan, and 110
whea he died, leaving 25 years ulier eniering
Cannan. See Joshua 14: 7, 24: 29,

When Caleb nad Joshua are mentioncd to-
gether, the nanic of Caleb always stands
frst, trom wiych we may well infer, that
Josbhua was pot much older than be.  We
know that Caleb was only 835 vears old some-
time after cntering Canaan, for in a speecit
recorded in Joshua 14: 19, he says, 'l am
this day 85 years old.”” Joshua was 110
when he dicd.

Now we would very respectflully ask. our
readers il they can iinagine any smaller bus-
incss for a 1). D.. than trying to prove Mr.
Ailler mistaken because he does not agree with
Jahn, wheu ne voEs acree witn Tue Bisue?
‘T'he chronology on the margin of all the Bi-
bles we have cousulted gives Joshua 24 or
23 vears. ‘Thus Mr. Milier is right, nccord~
ing to the Doctor’s own standurd, aad yet he
sets up'whui he acknowledges a raLss sTAND-
Arp, und b:cause Mr. Miller does nut agree
with it, sels that down us an crror.

Respectiug Juhn, we have ouly 10 remark,
that as lie hind mndo Biblical ani.quities s
study, his uuthoruy stands high nmong theo-
logians, on points where he had the mcans
of getting authentic information.  When,
thercefore, he savs the Jews of China, who
probably never heard of Puul’s testiowny,
(and would have given it no weight il they
had heardity) agreo with Panl in 1ouking the
period of the Judges longer than the common
Chronology, we cousider that an important
item of i¢stimony. But because we lake
Jaha’s testimony as to a fact, must we be
compelled 1a take him everywhere in opposi-
tion to the Bible? Qur remarks respecting
him as being *of the bighest authority where
the Bible loaves us in doubt,” wero intended
10 npply to his staadiug among Theological
writers.  We regard the authordy of noue of
these rabbis, profussars or doctors, when they
merely give wx their opiniors. Ve appeal 10
the Bibio, on all points where it gives us light.
[Here follows the exiract fram & letier from Eider
J. C. Gofl, respecting a Chirenstogy miade out at the
La Fayeite Cailege, al Easton, Venn.. which agrees
with M1 Miller's, pablished ia the 81b Ne. of this
paper. ] :

‘This examinalior; covers the grownd of one
of the Doctot’s ‘strong objectionw, ¥is., on the
{'ractions of years,—and sild corroborates Mr.

Miller’s Catronology. -
take notice of the

|

1t wouid be di:Ehilg

Doctor’s mode af awultiplying mistakes, which

Naw, that the rcader may be pnpnréi"ﬁ

in a uumber of igMances is dooe by'fhpﬂl'{

beget such a progeny of *-mistakes.”

We might exlubit maltiphed examples of
the Doctor's modus operaadi, in this respeet;
ibul tlis s suflicicut to give the reader a
j sampie,

By reading the first part of e Docior's
tsecond Jectuie. sne would be bd 10 suppose.
i that Mr. Miller lind based his Chronnjogy al-
i most entirely on the testimony of Jusephus.
1 The use he there makes of Josephus, is just
culeulated 10 make such an impression; when
the fuct 1s, Mi. Miller has quoied himn o but
o~k mixoLE instance. ‘The course the Doctor
lus ndopted, in 1clerence to lhis author, o
sy the leust, s calculated to give a wiocg
npression. und prcjudice the minds of the
pecale, A Professor of ‘I'heology has wistcall-
«d on as. who says he understood from Dr.
Weeks’ articles, that Mr. Miller aiternated
bewwcen Joscphus and the Bible, for teatiaw-
ny, as it suited his convenicace. Dir. Weeks
quotes Mr. Miller us seferning lo what Mac-
cabees te!ls us in his first book. This was
written by Alr. Miller wany years before:
he undertook to make ont a Chrouology, but
it is No. 41 of the 60 mistakes, Suppose,
the hurry of writing, 1 once quoled what
‘Limothy tclis us in his first episile, it would
{ be a great blunder, and prove me 1o be igno-
rant or careless, in that cxpression, for we
have no cpistle of Timathy on tecord.  But
it would not weaken the truth of the Scriptur:
I might thus quote, nor would it be imposs)-
ble tur me, ever aftcrward, to guole Scripture:
correctly. There are certuin historical book«
bound up in the Bible, called Mnc_cnbcp& be-
cause they record the exploits of 1he fomily
surnamed Maccabeus, [tle hammerers] bat
no such explanaticn is given in any part ol
the Bible, and Mr. Miller made the above
mistake in relerence {0 1hera.  Some vears
afterwards he enquires what the Bible teach-
€8 aboui line, mentioniag chapier and verse
for alimost every itcin, and tciérring 1o the
best histories which record the [acis not set -
tled by the bible, nnd among these uuthonties
the books called the Maccubees are not men-
tioned. But the proofs urc all nullified by
the fact that Mr. Miller once made a mistakc!

So'much for Dr. Weeks’ Lectures on the
Chenology.  In the close of his second Lec-
ture, the Doctor says :

«I have not thought it necezsary to make
out a Chronology for mysell, in order 1o -
termine in what year of the world is the pres-
ent year, 1843, 1 think the Scriptures have
purposely left i2 in Bocertainty,” &c.

Now. if the Doctor does not know whaj 13
the right computation, how, | ask, (!mx e
know what is wrong?  This is cerla}llly an
janamoly.  If A man accuses me ol using
i false scales and weights, be cannot prove his
asserijon truc, uuless he has a perfect stand-
ard to try then by. Andin just such a difem-
ma is the Rev. Dr. Weeks. He protests that
Mr. Miller is wrong. and conlesscs that e
docs not know what is right.

1t certainly could not be expected that a
man of the jalents, learniug and erudition of
Dr. Weeks, would have becn so perfectly
exlnerable in ull his positions, had his cause
been a good oae. Such are the feelings of
many, who ure opposed to Mr. Miller’s vicws,
{ bt since hearing Ur. Weeks, express them-
seives an constrained lo think the claims of
the Advent Doctrine are sirong.  God will
eveu make **the wrath ol man to praise Hin.*’

1
|

THE DOCTRINE IN ENGLAND.

Bro. Litch, writes (roin Pittsburgh:—We
lave just seen & brother from Kogland, who
ways, aboul sevun years ago, a Wesleyan
preacher, by the name at’ Mulier, in Nottiug-
ham, Iingland, preached to the pevple the
identiénl doctrine we nuw preach, and lisda
large chart which ke published and circuluied,
brioging out the visions of Daniei i 1843."
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“The price of subseription hes been reduced 1026
oomts fur the twelve Nes. As our ohjest insimply te
defray expenses, we have thought thatquite as cvesh.
meney may be reised ot this priceas st GPota. . .
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