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In basic training, the stubborn medic drove the brass crazy ivith his refusal to touch 

a weapon or work on the Sabbath. But in combat, Desmond Doss was immense 

By E D W A R D LINN 

THE men of the 77th Division love to tell this one: 
After the 77th Divison had completed its basic train-

ing at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, Major General 
Roscoe B. Woodruff called each regimental combat 
team before him to listen to a blood-and-guts, kill-or-
be-killed lecture. When he got to the 307th, the men 
were marched to the forward slope of the hill just beyond 
the training area. The general addressed them from a 
wooden platform. "You will soon be shipped overseas," 
he said. "Your mission will be to kill the enemy. You 
may shoot at him from across barricades, you may meet 
him face to face and have to bayonet him in the belly." 
The general went on in this vein for a while, with bodies 
dropping gorily and graphically all around him. Then 
astoundingly, from the rear of the assemblage, one lone 
private stood up. In cool, clear tones, his voice cut across 
the field. "General, haven't you ever read your Bible?" 

The general started to speak, then stopped. He was 
stunned. "Don't you know," the private said, "what the 

Bible says about loving thy brother as thyself? Don't 
you know it's a sin to preach hatred?" 

The general just stared at him. It was only when the 
private sat down, amidst the suddenly heavy silence, that 
the general, still in a condition somewhat resembling 
battle shock, mumbled a few words and hastily departed. 

Desmond T. Doss, Seventh-Day Adventist, thus became 
possibly the only private ever to reproach a two-star 
general in the presence of 3,000 witnesses. For that alone, 
he deserves the admiration of all ex-privates and pfc's— 
even if it never really happened. 

The reason this inspired story was not received with 
the incredulity one might have expected,, among his 
colleagues, was Doss had already established himself as a 
man who put the Bible ahead of the Articles of War. 
During his two years of Stateside service, his utter dis-
regard for ordinary military practice—based upon his 
utter confidence that he was obeying the dictates of God 
—drove his superiors crazy. And yet, it was this same 
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Doss's uniform was so bloodsoaked when he finished his rescue 
work on Okinawa, they got him a new one from the rear. 

confidence in Divine protection that sent Desmond Doss 
onto a fire-swept cliff on Okinawa to evacuate dozens of 
wounded men and earned him the only Medal of Honor 
ever to be awarded a conscientious objector. 

Doss himself always objected to that designation. When 
he went to his draft board in Lynchburg, Virginia, to 
register as a 1 A - 0 , he insisted that he shouldn't be called 
a conscientious objector since his objection was not to 
serving, but only to killing. He thought, he said, that he 
should be called a "non-combatant." 

The chairman of the draft board told him, drily: " W e 
have only two choices here. You are either an objector 
or a non-objector." 

To understand Doss, you have to know a little about 
the Seventh-Day Adventists, a world-wide sect number-
ing close to a million persons. The Adventists interpret 
everything in the Bible in the most narrow, most literal 
sense possible. Since God rested on the seventh day 
(Saturday), they believe He wanted mankind to rest on 
Saturday, too. And so they will do nothing on Saturday 
that could possibly be done on any other day of the week. 

Since the Bible says, "Thou shalt not kill," they do not 
believe it is permissible to kill under any circumstances. 
They do go into the army as medics, however, and Doss 
conscientiously prepared himself for service by taking 
a medical training course at the Newport News shipyards 
where he was working as a carpenter. 

Serving as a medic solves many problems for the 

Adventist. In the first place, it allows him to enter the 
army without forcing him to kill; in the second, it permits 
him to perform certain duties on the Sabbath. "You 
cannot work on the Sabbath," Doss explains. "But it is 
lawful to do good on the Sabbath. We know that, be-
cause Christ Himself healed on the Sabbath." 

For his own part, Doss had always enjoyed helping 
people. As part of his work as a Missionary Volunteer 
for the church, he had, even as a boy, taken it upon 
himself to visit the sick with flowers and fruit. He had 
even served as a volunteer night nurse—with all the 
disagreeable chores that job entails—for those people too 
poor to afford one. 

As a matter of fact, Doss could have got out of serving 
at all. There was a union battle going on at Newport 
News between the CIO and the AFL, and he was told by 
one organizer that he would be deferred as an essential 
worker if he would sign up. That, of course, was the 
worst possible approach he could have taken with Doss. 
"Who are you," Desmond told him coldly, "to tell Uncle 
Sam who has to serve and who doesn't?" 

It should be noted that the interpretation of the Sixth 
Commandment is left, to some degree, to the conscience 
of the individual member of the Church. Doss's father, 
William T. Doss, is a deacon of the Lynchburg church, 
but his final words before his son left for the army, were: 
"Whatever you do, don't let them take you prisoner. Die 
fighting first." 

Mr. Doss volunteered for Civil Defense work during 
the war and is now a part-time private detective, licensed 
to carry a gun. "If a man attacks you and your home 
and your family," he says, "do you mean you're not 
supposed to fight back with every weapon you can get 
your hands on?" 

Desmond is an Adventist of a more somber hue. Dur-
ing his time in the army, he would not as much as lay 
one finger upon a gun. 

Doss was sworn into the Army on Friday, April 1, 
1942, at Camp Lee, Virginia, and issued a uniform. He 
immediately requested—and received—permission to at-
tend a young people's meeting in the Adventist church in 
Petersburg, Virginia. However, the next day (his Sab-
bath) when he again requested a pass to Petersburg to 
attend church services, the barracks sergeant, not accus-
tomed to hearing such requests from one-day soldiers, 
told him to knock it off and help get the barracks scrubbed 
down for inspection. 

Now, if you remember, Adventists do not do on the 
Sabbath any work that can be done on other days, and 
obviously floors can very easily be scrubbed on, say, 
Wednesday. But, somehow, the sergeant was not quite 
able to accept this explanation. He reported Doss to a 
lieutenant, who hustled right over to show the recruit 
who was boss. When Desmond patiently explained his 
religious convictions, the officer told him he was a goof-
off and a shirker and a goldbrick. But in the end, all he 
could say was, "Then get out of the barracks before I 
throw you out!" 

Dutifully, Doss took himself outside and began to read 
his Bible. Immediately, another officer came charging up 
to him. "What are you doing out here, soldier?" he said. 
"Get back in there where you belong!"^ 

Desmond scurried back through the door, and the first 
officer yelled: "I thought I told you to stay out of here!" 
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When Doss explained that he had been kicked back in, 
the lieutenant said: "Well, if you aren't going to help 
us, at least stay the hell out of our way." 

Doss went to the far corner and read his Bible, while 
the rest of the GIs divided their time between cleaning 
up the place and cursing him. Thus passed Desmond 
Doss's first full day in the army. 

If the abuse and the insults bothered him, he didn't 
show it. By mistake, he was shipped off to Fort Jackson, 
as an infantryman. When his company was ordered to 
pick up their rifles, he just didn't bother to go. The case 
was referred to a major at regimental level. The major 
tried to hand him a gun. Doss wouldn't take it. "In 
that case," the major said, "we'll have to ship you off to a 
conscientious objector's camp for the duration of the 
war." 

Doss said he couldn't see how they could do that since 
he had signed on as a medic and was quite willing to 
serve in combat. He suggested that the major get him 
transferred over to the medical detachment where he 
belonged. 

"For the time being," the major said, "you're with us. 
We're not asking you to kill anyone here. We're just 
insisting that you train with firearms like everybody 
else." 

"I would rather put my faith in the Lord," Doss said, 
"than build up confidence in a weapon." 

There is one question that is put to conscientious ob-
jectors, in every country, in every army. "What would 
you do if somebody was raping your fvife. Would you go 
for a gun then?" 

" I wouldn't have a gun." 
"Suppose there was a gun nearby?" 
"There wouldn't be a gun nearby." 
"What would you do then?" 
"Well, " Doss told him. " I sure wouldn't stand by. I 

don't want to hurt anybody, but he would wish he was 
dead when I got through with him." 

Even when he did get transferred to the medics a 
couple of weeks later—through the good offices of Chap-
plain Carl Stanley—Doss's troubles didn't end. The 
medics were supposed to learn how to handle a gun, too. 
His C.O., a dentist, undertook a personal crusade to get 
him to touch a gun—just touch it. He failed miserably. 

If Doss thought the brass was harassing him, the brass 
thought, with equal justification, that he was harassing 
them. The constant point of irritation was not so much 
Doss's refusal to work on the Sabbath as his belief that 
he should get a pass every Saturday so that he could 
attend Adventist services in the city. When he was turned 
down at one level, he would press his request at the next 
level. The first week the major at Regiment told him: 
"I'll give you a pass for this Saturday, but I don't want 
you back here asking for special passes again." 

The next week he was back. When he was turned 
down, he went to Division headquarters and got it. A 
week later, he climbed the chain of command to Regi-
ment again, and the major told him: "No, you don't have 
permission to go to church tomorrow, and you don't have 
permission to go over my head for permission, either!" 

Through the intercession of the chaplain, a divisional 
order eventually came down to the effect that Doss be 
given a pass on the Sabbath whenever possible. The 
major was so burned up that he delegated authority to 

T-Jie man who had been cursed as a goldbrick accepted his Medal 
of Honor from President Truman on the White House lawn. 

sign Doss's passes. To force himself to sign them person-
ally, he felt, would be, a clear case of crUel and unusual 
punishment. "Doss," he said. "Just give me a half-a-
chance and I'll court-martial you in a minute." 

" I will try, sir," said Doss, always respectful, "not to 
give you half-a-chance." 

Even when he was out on maneuvers, Private Doss 
put in for the pass. His attitude was that God wanted 
him to get it, and it was hard to argue the point since he 
always seemed to succeed. 

"We're moving 25 miles a day," his captain told him. 
" I can't give you a pass because you won't be able to get 
back to us." 

"I'll get back," Doss promised, with his usual confi-
dence. "Just give me an idea where you might be." 

"You keep saying that God's giving you the pass," the 
captain said bitterly. "All right, let God show you how to 
get back." 

"Thank you, sir," Doss said. "Please make out the pass 
and I'll be back." 

He finally found his way back, if a little late, but 
the captain only asked, with (Continued on page 66) 

MARCH, 1957 15 



Conscientious Objector 
continued from page 15 

e x a g g e r a t e d c o n c e r n , w h e t h e r h e h a d 
e n j o y e d h i s S a b b a t h . 

I n t h e w a r b e t w e e n D e s m o n d D o s s 
a n d t h e U . S . A r m y , t h e a r m y a l w a y s 
s e e m e d to b l o w r e t r e a t . E v e n w i t h a 
c o r p s tes t c o m i n g u p , D o s s o n c e a p -
p l i e d f o r a S a b b a t h pass . H i s s e r g e a n t 
t o l d h i m , w i t h s o m e s a t i s f a c t i o n , t h a t 
th is w a s o n e e x e r c i s e h e w a s n ' t g o i n g t o 
g e t o u t of . D o s s i n s i s t e d , w i t h e q u a l 
f e r v o r , t h a t h e . p o u l d n ' t p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
t h e test . T o q u o t e D e s m o n d h i m s e l f : 
" I w a s s a d a n d p e r p l e x e d a n d I a s k e d 
G o d t o g i v e m e w i s d o m . A b o u t h a l f a n 
h o u r b e f o r e t i m e to s t a r t o n t h e test , I 
w a s s t u d y i n g m y S a b b a t h s c h o o l l e s s o n 
a n d p r a y i n g e a r n e s t l y . J u s t a s I f i n i s h e d , 
I l o o k e d u p t o see o u r a i d s t a t i o n j e e p 
d r i v e r c o m i n g t o w a r d m e . H e sa id , 
' J u m p in." T h e C . O . w a n t s to s p e a k t o 
y o u a t b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s . W e a r 
y o u r g a s m a s k . ' " 

D o s s w a s s t i l l s t r u g g l i n g w i t h t h e g a s 
m a s k w h e n t h e b a t t a l i o n C . O . ( a l i e u -
t e n a n t c o l o n e l ) p u l l e d u p b e s i d e t h e 
j e e p to t e l l h i m t h a t t h e r e g i m e n t a l C . O . 
(a f u l l c o l o n e l ) w a n t e d h i m to r e p o r t 
i m m e d i a t e l y to h is c o m m a n d c a r . 

T h e b o s s of t h e 307th I n f a n t r y R e g i -
m e n t w a s C o l o n e l S t e p h e n S . H a m i l t o n , 
an a w e s o m e f i g u r e of a m a n , b i g , 
m e n a c i n g , a n d e q u i p p e d w i t h a v o i c e 
t h a t s o u n d e d l i k e t h e c r a c k of d o o m . 
H e w o r e a s h a g g y m u s t a c h e t h a t a d d e d 
to t h e g e n e r a l f e r o c i t y of h is a p p e a r -
a n c e . H e k n e w a l l a b o u t t h e D o s s c a s e 
a n d h e w a s t e d no t i m e g e t t i n g t o t h e 
p o i n t . " N o w , w h a t ' s a l l t h i s a b o u t y o u 
n o t m a k i n g t h e tes t t o m o r r o w ? " h e d e -
m a n d e d in h i s f o g h o r n v o i c e . " I t h o u g h t 
I u n d e r s t o o d t h a t y o u h a d n o o b j e c t i o n 
to t a k i n g c a r e of t h e s i c k o n t h e S a b -
b a t h . " 

D o s s e x p l a i n e d to t h e c o l o n e l t h a t i t 
w a s q u i t e l a w f u l t o do g o o d o n t h e 
S a b b a t h , b u t t h a t in t h r e e p r e v i o u s 
c o r p s t e s t s n o b o d y h a d e v e n b e e n 
s c r a t c h e d . " A n d if t h e r e a r e a f e w i n -
j u r i e s , t h e r e ' s a w h o l e a i d s t a t i o n h e r e 
to t a k e c a r e of t h e m . I c a n ' t c o n s c i e n t i -
o u s l y b e l i e v e t h a t I ' d b e k e e p i n g t h e 
S a b b a t h h o l y if I t o o k p a r t i n t h e t e s t . " 

T h e c o l o n e l e x p l a i n e d v e r y p a t i e n t l y 
t h a t h e c o n s i d e r e d h i m s e l f a p r a c t i c i n g 
C h r i s t i a n b u t t h a t h e f o u n d it i m p o s -
s i b l e t o k e e p u p w i t h D o s s . " W o u l d i t 
b e a l l r i g h t , " h e s a i d , " i f y o u j u s t w e n t 
o u t w i t h t h e a m b u l a n c e a n d t r e a t e d 
a n y o n e w h o m i g h t b e b r o u g h t t o y o u ? " 

T h e b a t t a l i o n c o m m a n d e r , L i e u t e n a n t 
C o l o n e l T h o m a s B . M a n u e l , b r o k e i n 
q u i c k l y to i n f o r m t h e c o l o n e l t h a t t h e r e 
w e r e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , no a m b u l a n c e s 
t a k i n g p a r t in t h e test . 

" A l l r i g h t , " C o l o n e l H a m i l t o n said. 
" H o w a b o u t s t a y i n g i n t h e j e e p w i t h t h e 
c a p t a i n t h e n ? " 

D o s s g r a c i o u s l y c o n s e n t e d to b e n d t o 
t h a t e x t e n t , e v e n t h o u g h h e w a s a l i t t l e 
t r o u b l e d o n c o m p l e t e l y n o n - r e l i g i o u s 
g r o u n d s . I f h e w e r e to g e t i n t o t h e j e e p 
w i t h t h e c a p t a i n , it w o u l d m e a n t h a t t h e 
s e r g e a n t — w h o h a d i n s i s t e d h e t a k e p a r t 
in t h e t e s t — w o u l d h a v e t o g e t o u t a n d 
w a l k . T h a t d i d not s e e m t o a u g u r w e l l 
f o r t h e i r f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s . 

" B u t , " D o s s s a y s n o w , " G o d a l w a y s 
f i n d s a w a y to h e l p u s . " D e s m o n d is b e -
i n g m o d e s t ; G o d h e l p s t h o s e w h o h e l p 
t h e m s e l v e s . 

T h e t w o c o l o n e l s w e r e c o n g r a t u l a t -
S i n g t h e m s e l v e s on t h e i r s o l u t i o n w h e n 
* D e s m o n d s a i d : " S i r , m a y I a s k a s p e c i a l 
a f a v o r of y o u ? " 

C o l o n e l H a m i l t o n - g r o a n e d . " M a k e It 
f a s t , D o s s , I ' m in a h u r r y . W h a t is i t 
n o w ? " 66 

" S i r , " D o s s sa id . " M y w i f e h a s b e e n 
h e r e f o r a w e e k so t h a t w e c o u l d go t o 
c h u r c h t o g e t h e r t h i s w e e k e n d . I sn ' t i t 
p o s s i b l e f o r m e to g e t to c h u r c h w i t h 
h e r ? " 

C o l o n e l H a m i l t o n , a s h i s c o m b a t r e c -
o r d l a t e r p r o v e d , w a s a n u n u s u a l l y 
b r a v e m a n . B u t h e k n e w w h e n h e w a s 
l i c k e d . " S e e t h a t t h i s m a n g e t s b a c k t o 
c a m p b y s u n d o w n t o n i g h t , " h e t o l d C o l -
o n e l M a n u e l . A n d w i t h t h a t , h e g u n n e d 
off i n h i s s ta f f c a r . 

L e t u s e m p h a s i z e a g a i n t h a t D o s s w a s 
c o m p l e t e l y h o n e s t i n e v e r y t h i n g h e d i d . 
It w o u l d h a v e b e e n f a r e a s i e r to h a v e 
r u n t h e t e s t s , f i r e d t h e g u n s , a n d w o r k e d 
on t h e S a b b a t h s . L e t u s p o i n t out , too , 
t h a t t h e a r m y , w h i c h h a d m o r e t o 
w o r r y a b o u t t h a n D e s m o n d T . D o s s ' s 
r e l i g i o u s s c r u p l e s , l e a n e d o v e r b a c k -
w a r d s t o a c c o m m o d a t e t h e m . ( W h e n 
t h e 7 7 t h w a s b i l l e t e d i n H a w a i i , D o s s 
l e a r n e d t h a t t h e J a p s d i d n ' t c o a x S e v -
e n t h - D a y A d v e n t i s t s i n t o s e r v i c e i n t h e 
I m p e r i a l A r m y ; t h e y j u s t c u t t h e i r 
t h r o a t s o p e n . ) B u t t h e r e is n o t a n a r m y 
e x t a n t w h i c h d o e s n o t b e l i e v e i t m u s t 
h a v e c o m p l e t e u n i f o r m i t y a n d a b s o l u t e 
d i s c i p l i n e . E v e r y b o d y ' s l e f t f o o t is s u p -
p o s e d to h i t t h e g r o u n d a t t h e b e a t o f 
t h e d r u m , a n d D o s s w a s o b v i o u s l y 
m a r c h i n g to h i s o w n m u s i c . T h e a r m y 
f i n a l l y d e c i d e d it w o u l d b e j u s t as w e l l 
off w i t h o u t h i m . 

J u s t b e f o r e t h e o u t f i t w a s t o m o v e 
o u t to L o u i s i a n a f o r m a n e u v e r s , s o m e -
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b o d y d e c i d e d t o g i v e h i m a S e c t i o n 8. 
D o s s p o i n t e d out t h a t w h i l e h e m i g h t 

n o t w o r k on S a t u r d a y s , h e w o r k e d 24 
h o u r s on S u n d a y s . ( H e c o v e r e d f o r a 
C a t h o l i c m e d i c , C l a r e n c e G l e n n , o n 
S u n d a y s , a n d G l e n n c o v e r e d f o r h i m o n 
S a t u r d a y s . ) " I f y o u l o o k a t t h e r e c o r d s , " 
h e sa id , " y o u ' l l find t h a t C o m p a n y B h a s 
los t less t i m e t h r o u g h h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n 
t h a n a n y o t h e r c o m p a n y in t h e o u t f i t . " 

" I n t h e a r m y , " h i s o ld f r i e n d , t h e 
m a j o r , t o l d h i m , " i t is n e c e s s a r y f o r a 
m a n to w o r k s e v e n d a y s a w e e k . W e 
h a v e to b e a b l e to c o u n t on h i s b e i n g 
t h e r e f o r t r a i n i n g , a n d y o u s a y y o u r 
r e l i g i o n w o n ' t a l l o w y o u t o b e t h e r e o n 
S a t u r d a y s . S o t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g w e c a n 
do b u t d i s c h a r g e y o u . " 

D o s s i n s i s t e d t h a t h e w a s q u i t e w i l l i n g 
to w o r k o n S a t u r d a y s w h e r e i t w a s a 
c l e a r c a s e of h e a l i n g t h e s i c k a n d 
w o u n d e d . 

" W e c a n ' t c o u n t o n y o u r i n t e r p r e t a -
t i o n , " t h e m a j o r to ld h i m . " Y o u ' r e g o i n g 
to g e t a S e c t i o n 8. T h a t ' s t h e w a y it h a s 
to b e . " 

" T h e n g i v e m e a s t r a i g h t d i s c h a r g e , " 
D o s s s a i d . " A S e c t i o n 8 m e a n s I ' m m e n -
t a l l y o f f . " 

" N o , i t d o e s n ' t , " t h e m a j o r s a i d . " I t 
j u s t m e a n s t h a t y o u ' r e p e c u l i a r o n c e r -
t a i n p o i n t s . " 

T h e S e c t i o n 8 h a d b e e n a p p r o v e d a l l 
t h e w a y u p t h e l i n e e v e n b e f o r e D o s s 
w a s c a l l e d in, b u t h e k n e w t h a t t h e r e 
s t i l l h a d t o b e o n e final i n t e r v i e w b y 
t h e b a t t a l i o n C . O . b e f o r e t h e c a s e c o u l d 
b e s e n t o n to t h e P e n t a g o n f o r final 
a p p r o v a l . In t h a t i n t e r v i e w , D o s s e m -
p h a s i z e d t h a t h i s w o r k w a s a d m i t t e d l y 

of a v e r y h i g h q u a l i t y a n d t h a t h e p e r - • 
s o n a l l y f e l t h e w o u l d b e a v e r y p o o r 
C h r i s t i a n if h e a c c e p t e d a d i s c h a r g e 
b a s e d e n t i r e l y u p o n h i s r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . 
I f h e m i s s e d c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of t r a i n i n g 
b e c a u s e of h i s s c r u p l e s a g a i n s t w o r k i n g 
o n the S a b b a t h , h e sa id , it w a s h i s o w n 
l i f e he w a s e n d a n g e r i n g . " I t is a r i s k 
I w i l l i n g l y t a k e , " h e s a i d , " b e c a u s e I 
h a v e e v e r y b e l i e f t h a t G o d w i l l g i v e m e 
w i s d o m a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g t o c o m p e n -
s a t e f o r t h a t loss of t r a i n i n g . " 

A s D o s s s u s p e c t e d , t h e P e n t a g o n w a s 
n o t w i l l i n g to g r a n t a S e c t i o n 8 o n s u c h 
p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s g r o u n d s . 

B u t t h e m a j o r w a s s t i l l d e t e r m i n e d 
t o get r i d of h i m . H a v i n g a l r e a d y d e -
c l a r e d t h a t D o s s w a s " p h y s i c a l l y a n d 
m e n t a l l y u n f i t f o r s e r v i c e " h e n o w h a d 
h i m t r a n s f e r r e d to t h e p i o n e e r e n g i n e e r s 
o n the g r o u n d s t h a t h e w a s " p h y s i c a l l y , 
m e n t a l l y a n d s p i r i t u a l l y a b l e f o r f u l l 
field s e r v i c e . " 

W h e n D e s m o n d r e p o r t e d to t h e n e w 
out f i t , t h e first s e r g e a n t t o l d h i m t h a t 
e v e r y b o d y in t h e out f i t w a s s u p p o s e d to 
c a r r y a c a r b i n e , an a m m u n i t i o n k i t a n d 
a t r e n c h k n i f e . T h e l i e u t e n a n t i n c h a r g e 
o f the c o m p a n y , sa id t h e s e r g e a n t , h a d 
b e t h i m he w o u l d h a v e D o s s c a r r y i n g 
t h e g u n w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s . " I s h e g o i n g 
t o w i n , " the s e r g e a n t a s k e d , " o r a m I ? " 

" I d o n ' t b e l i e v e i n g a m b l i n g , " D o s s 
s a i d . " B u t s i n c e I c a n ' t figure a n y w a y 
t o m a k e y o u b o t h l o s e , y o u ' r e g o i n g t o 
w i n . " 

W h e n t h e l i e u t e n a n t c a l l e d h i m i n t o 
h i s of f ice a n d t r i e d t o h a n d h i m a g u n , 
D o s s u n d e r s t o o d t h e w a y i t w a s g o i n g 
t o go. T h e l i e u t e n a n t w a s e i t h e r g o i n g 
t o w i n h is b e t or m a k e a c a s e f o r a 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l . 

D o s s d e c l i n e d to t a k e t h e g u n . 
" L i s t e n c a r e f u l l y , D o s s , " t h e l i e u -

t e n a n t said. " I ' m g i v i n g y o u a d i r e c t 
o r d e r . N o w , t a k e t h i s g u n . " 

D o s s s a i d : " I do n o t b e l i e v e i t w o u l d 
b e s e r v i n g G o d to t a k e i t . " 

T h e l i e u t e n a n t k e p t r e p h r a s i n g i t so 
t h a t D o s s w o u l d h a v e to g i v e a d i r e c t 
a n s w e r , a n d D o s s k e p t b a s i n g h i s r e -
f u s a l o n g e n e r a l r e l i g i o u s g r o u n d s . 

A t l a s t , t h e o f f i c e r e x p l o d e d . " A r e y o u 
g o i n g t o t a k e th is g u n o r n o t . S a y y e s 
o r n o . " 

" I ' m s o r r y , " D o s s sa id , " b u t a c c o r d i n g 
t o m y r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s I c a n n o t . " 

T h e l i e u t e n a n t g a v e u p . H e h e l d o u t a 
p i s t o l a n d , i n a w h e e d l i n g v o i c e , s a i d : 
" Y o u c a n t a k e this , D o s s . I t ' s n o t r e a l l y 
a w e a p o n . " 

D o s s c o u l d n ' t k e e p f r o m l a u g h i n g . " I t 
isn ' t , s i r ? " h e a s k e d . " T h e n w h a t is i t ? " 

D o s s s p e n t t h e r e s t of h i s c a r e e r as 
a n e n g i n e e r e i t h e r o n K P or o n t h e 
c o a l a n d g a r b a g e d e t a i l s . H e w o r k e d so 
m u c h K P , in f a c t , t h a t h i s h a n d s w e r e 
e a t e n r a w b y t h e l y e t h a t w a s u s e d to 
c l e a n t h e t a b l e s . 

T h e l i e u t e n a n t g o t h i s r e v e n g e in 
a n o t h e r w a y , too. D e s m o n d ' s y o u n g e r 
b r o t h e r , H a r o l d , g o t h o m e o n a p a s s 
f r o m t h e N a v y j u s t as t h e p i o n e e r 
e n g i n e e r s b e c a m e e l i g i b l e f o r a f u r -
l o u g h . T h e l i e u t e n a n t l i n e d t h e m a l l u p 
i n t h e i r b a r r a c k s a n d p a s s e d d o w n t h e 
a i s l e h a n d i n g out t h e f u r l o u g h p a p e r s . 
H e got to D o s s , p u t t h e p a p e r s i n h i s 
h a n d , t h e n s n a t c h e d t h e m b a c k . " O h , I 
f o r g o t , " h e s a i d . " Y o u h a v e n ' t q u a l i f i e d 
w i t h y o u r w e a p o n y e t , h a v e y o u ? T h a t ' s 
t o o b a d . T h e r e ' s a r e g i m e n t a l r u l e t h a t 
n o c o m b a t m a n gets a f u r l o u g h u n t i l h e 
h a s q u a l i f i e d w i t h h i s w e a p o n . " 

A n d s t a n d i n g t h e r e i n f r o n t of t h e 
w h o l e b a r r a c k s , h e r i p p e d u p t h e p a p e r s 
a n d let t h e p i e c e s d r i f t to t h e floor. 

D e s m o n d c a l l e d h is f a t h e r to t e l l h i m 
h e c o u l d n ' t g e t h o m e . M r . D o s s i m m e d i -
a t e l y s e n t a t e l e g r a m to t h e W a r S e r v i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n , t h e S e v e n t h - D a y A d v e n t i s t 

T t fc b u r e a u t h a t h a d b e e n set u p to a c t as 
l i a i s o n b e t w e e n t h e a r m e d s e r v i c e s a n d 
t h e m e m b e r s of t h e f a i t h . T h e n e x t d a y , 
D o s s w a s o r d e r e d to r e p o r t t o t h e r e g i -
m e n t a l a i d s t a t i o n . " C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , " 
t h e m a j o r t o l d h i m . " Y o u a r e b a c k i n 
t h e m e d i c s . " 

W i t h i n t h e w e e k , D o s s r e c e i v e d c o p i e s 
of l e t t e r s , s i g n e d b y P r e s i d e n t R o o s e -
v e l t a n d G e n e r a l G e o r g e C . M a r s h a l l , 
s t a t i n g t h a t as a m e m b e r of t h e S e v e n t h -
D a y A d v e n t i s t c h u r c h , h e c o u l d n o t b e 
f o r c e d to b e a r a r m s a g a i n s t h i s w i l l . 

I f t h e o f f i c e r c o r p s h a d l i t t l e l o v e f o r 
D o s s , t h e e n l i s t e d m e n — t h e m e n w i t h 
w h o m h e h a d t o s p e n d m o s t of his t i m e 
— l i k e d h i m e v e n less . A t first t h e y 
t h o u g h t h e w a s b u c k i n g f o r a d i s c h a r g e ; 
a f t e r w a r d s , t h e y d e c i d e d h e w a s a n u t . 
A l m o s t f r o m t h e first, h e w a s n i c k n a m e d , 
w i t h n o n o t i c e a b l e a f f e c t i o n , T h e 
P r e a c h e r . H e f a i t h f u l l y o b s e r v e d h i s 
m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g d e v o t i o n s , t r y i n g 
to g e t u p b e f o r e r e v e i l l e so t h a t h e c o u l d 
p r a y w h i l e t h e o t h e r s w e r e a s l e e p , b u t 
at n i g h t h e h a d to t a k e o u t h i s p r a y e r 
b o o k w h i l e e v e r y b o d y w a s w a t c h i n g . 
It w a s n ' t a n e a s y t h i n g t o do. S h o e s 
w o u l d c o m e flying a t h i m a l o n g w i t h t h e 
i n s u l t s . A n d t h e i n s u l t s w e r e a l m o s t 
a l w a y s p r e c e d e d b y , " G o d d a m n it a l l , 
D o s s . . . " or " J e s u s H . C h r i s t , D o s s . . . " 

" Y o u g o i n t o c o m b a t w i t h m e , y o u 
y e l l o w b a s t a r d , " s o m e w o u l d t e l l h i m , 
w i t h r o u g h h u m o r , " a n d I ' l l s h o o t y o u 
d o w n m y s e l f . " 

W h a t g r i p e d t h e m m o s t of a l l , t h o u g h , 
w a s t h e m a t t e r of t h o s e s t e a d y S a b b a t h 
p a s s e s . " Y o u g e t m o r e p a s s e s , " t h e y 
w o u l d s a y b i t t e r l y , " t h a n t h e g e n e r a l 
h i m s e l f . " 

I n t h e e n d , o f c o u r s e , D e s m o n d w o n 
e v e r y b o d y ' s d e e p e s t r e s p e c t . In a w a y , 
t h e s t o r y of D e s m o n d D o s s is t h e s t o r y 
of a m a n w h o w o n t w o of m a n k i n d ' s 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t b a t t l e s . H e w o n t h e 
i n n e r b a t t l e b y l i v i n g a c c o r d i n g to h i s 
p e r s o n a l r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s u n d e r a l m o s t 
i m p o s s i b l e c o n d i t i o n s , t h e n h e w o n t h e 
o u t e r b a t t l e b y p r o v i n g to t h e w o r l d 
t h a t t h o s e b e l i e f s w e r e n o t b a s e d on 
a n y l a c k of b r a v e r y o r w i l l i n g n e s s to d o 
h is s h a r e . 

T h e t i m e finally c a m e w h e n m e n w h o 
h a d o n c e c u r s e d h i m c a m e to a s k h i m 
to p r a y f o r t h e m , w h e n o f f i c e r s w h o h a d 
t r i e d to k i c k h i m o u t of t h e s e r v i c e 
h u m b l y a p o l o g i z e d to h i m . O n e p f c w h o 
w a s p e r p e t u a l l y d r u n k — m o s t o u t -
fits h a v e a t l e a s t o n e g u y w h o s o m e -
h o w m a n a g e s t o g e t h o l d of t h e s tuf f n o 
m a t t e r h o w f a r f r o m c i v i l i z a t i o n h e m a y 
r o a m — c a m e to h i s t e n t o n O k i n a w a a n d 
a s k e d h i m f o r h e l p in l i v i n g a b e t t e r l i f e . 
D o s s , w h o t h o u g h t h e w a s b e i n g n e e d l e d 
a g a i n , g a v e t h e s o l d i e r ' s c l a s s i c r e p l y : 
" G o s e e t h e c h a p l a i n . " 

I n a l l s e r i o u s n e s s , t h e G I s a i d : " I d i d 
go t o s e e t h e c h a p l a i n . A l l h e d i d w a s 
g i v e m e a d r i n k . " 

T h e c h a n g e i n D o s s ' s a c c e p t a n c e d i d 
n o t c o m e , t h o u g h , u n t i l t h e 7 7 t h h a d 
b e e n s h i p p e d o v e r s e a s . H i s r e p u t a t i o n 
f o r a b r a v e r y t h a t a l m o s t a m o u n t e d to 
t o t a l i n d i f f e r e n c e to d a n g e r s t a r t e d to 
m a k e t h e r o u n d s a f t e r t h e 7 7 t h w e n t 
in o n L e y t e . D o s s w a s o n e of t h e l i t t e r 
b e a r e r s w i t h t h e first w a v e t h a t h i t t h e 
b e a c h a t O r m o c i n t h e f a m o u s " e n d r u n " 
b e h i n d t h e J a p l i n e s . F o r t w o d a y s , t h e 
l i t t e r b e a r e r s w e r e k e p t b u s y . O n t h e 
t h i r d , D e s m o n d ' s p a l , C l a r e n c e G l e n n , 
g o t t h r e e b u l l e t s in h i s b o d y w h i l e h e 
w a s a d m i n i s t e r i n g f i rs t a i d to a w o u n d e d 
m a n in c o m p l e t e l y e x p o s e d t e r r i t o r y . 
D o s s a n d a n o t h e r m e d i c , H e r b S c h e c h t e r , 
w e n t out t o t r y t o b r i n g t h e m b o t h in . 
S c h e c h t e r w e n t a f t e r G l e n n ; D e s m o n d 
c r a w l e d o v e r t o t h e w o u n d e d i n f a n t r y -
m a n G l e n n h a d b e e n h e l p i n g . T h e g u y 
h a d b e e n h i t i n t h e h e a d a n d b l o o d h a d 
t r i c k l e d d o w n i n t o h i s e y e s a n d c r u s t e d 
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over . W h e n D o s s got to h im, h e w a s 
jus t b a r e l y conscious . Doss took w a t e r 
f r o m his c a n t e e n and s w a b b e d t h e b l o o d 
out of his e y e s . A s b a d l y w o u n d e d a s 
he w a s , t h e so ld ier ' s e y e s o p e n e d w i d e , 
his m o u t h b r o k e into a great w i d e s m i l e , 
and he s a i d : " I c a n see . . ." ( " I t w a s , " 
Doss says , " t h e g r e a t e s t thri l l I e v e r 
got in m y l i f e . " ) 

He didn ' t h a v e m u c h t ime to e n j o y it , 
because S c h e c h t e r ca l led across t h a t 
G l e n n w a s p r e t t y f a r gone. J u s t t h e n , 
the Japs l a u n c h e d a mild a t t a c k , a n d 
both m e d i c s h a d to p l a y dead. W h e n 
the at tack h a d b e e n beaten b a c k , t h e y 
put the t w o w o u n d e d m e n on a p o n c h o 
and d r a g g e d t h e m b a c k to t h e i r o w n 
lines, across a f ie ld so l i t tered w i t h t h e 
end p r o d u c t of b a t t l e that the p o n c h o 
had to be d r a g g e d o v e r dead bodies . 

A s soon as h e r e a c h e d the 77th l ines , 
Dnss seized a m a c h e t e and h a c k e d d o w n 
t w o b a m b o o trees . H e w r a p p e d o n e 
side of the p o n c h o to each of the po les , 
put G l e n n o n t h e i m p r o v i s e d l i t ter , and, 
w i t h S c h e c h t e r on the other end, t r ied to 
rush his o n l y r e a l f r i e n d b a c k to t h e 
aid station. H e didn' t quite m a k e it in 
time. 

F o r a w e e k , Doss and S c h e c h t e r 
teamed u p on t h e d a n g e r o u s miss ions. 
T h e y once got t r a p p e d behind e n e m y 
lines w h i l e " s a v i n g " a man w h o — t h e y 
f o u n d to t h e i r d i s g u s t — h a d only a m i n o r 
foot w o u n d . T h e y w e r e a p e c u l i a r p a i r : 
Doss fe l t t h a t G o d w a s w a t c h i n g o v e r 
him; S c h e c h t e r w a s a fata l is t w h o f e l t 
that you g o t it w h e n y o u r n u m b e r w a s 
up, so it d idn ' t m a t t e r w h e t h e r y o u 
w e r e h u d d l e d in a f o x h o l e or s t a n d i n g 
on an e x p o s e d hi l l . 

S c h e c h t e r ' s n u m b e r c a m e u p w h e n h e 
w a s p i c k e d off b y a sniper jus t as he, 
Doss and t w o o t h e r medics h a d got a 
w o u n d e d m a n across the O r m o c R i v e r . 
A s the t h r e e s u r v i v i n g m e d i c s w e r e 
putt ing t h e w o u n d e d m a n in the l i t t e r -
jeep, a m a c h i n e g u n opened u p f r o m the 
other side of t h e r i v e r . The others w e r e 
able to j u m p i n t o the jeep as it shot 
a w a y ; D o s s h a d to g r a b the b a c k of t h e 
j e e p w i t h o n e h a n d a n d hold on, h i s f e e t 
c h u r n i n g u p a n d d o w n l ike a s p r i n t e r , 
but his shoes r a r e l y hit the g r o u n d . 

T h e b e l i e f t h a t Doss might w e l l b e 

u n d e r s o m e s o r t of d iv ine p r o t e c t i o n 
b e c a m e g e n e r a l w h e n , w i t h i n f u l l v i e w 
of t h o u s a n d s of G I ' s dug in on t h e s u r -
r o u n d i n g hi l ls , he c r a w l e d into a r i c e 
p a d d y f ie ld to r e s c u e a b a d l y w o u n d e d 
m a n . F r o m a b o v e , t h e y could s e e h i m 
c r a w l i n g d i r e c t l y into the m u z z l e of a 
J a p m a c h i n e g u n , u n t i l he w a s so c lose 
that the g u n n e r could h a v e hit h i m w i t h 
a rock. F o r s o m e reason, though, t h e 
J a p held his fire. H e let Doss c o m e in , 
p i c k up h i s m a n and get out again . It i s 
possible that t h e J a p w a s r e l u c t a n t t o 
fire on a n u n a r m e d man, b u t that is n o t 
too p e r s u a s i v e a t h e o r y s ince J a p a n e s e 
pol icy w a s k n o w n to call f o r p i c k i n g of f 
the m e d i c s e a r l y in any batt le as a 
m e a n s of s t r i k i n g at the m o r a l e of t h e 
fighting men. T h e rate of c a s u a l t i e s 
a m o n g t h e m e d i c s in the Paci f ic w a s 
e n o r m o u s . 

If G o d w e r e indeed w a t c h i n g o v e r 
h i m — a n d w e m e a n no d isrespect i n 
s a y i n g t h i s — t h e n G o d has a t r u e d r a -
m a t i c sense. D o s s had come into his 
first a r m y c a m p on t h e S a b b a t h a n d h e 
h a d w a l k e d i n t o his first batt le a r e a o n 
the S a b b a t h . Y o u k n o w p e r f e c t l y w e l l 
that if H o l l y w o o d w e r e doing it , D o s s 
w o u l d h a v e to p e r f o r m his greatest a c t 
of h e r o i s m on t h e Sabbath . He did. 

It w o u l d s e e m , in fact, that a p l o t -
w r i t e r took o v e r as soon as t h e 7 7 t h 
got to O k i n a w a . If you w e r e w r i t i n g 
a scenar io , y o u w o u l d h a v e to d e v e l o p 
at least o n e of t h e enmit ies he h a d m a d e 
in the S t a t e s a n d reso lve t h e conf l ict i n 
batt le . P e r h a p s y o u would t ry s o m e -
t h i n g l i k e this: 

D e s p i t e his g r o w i n g reputat ion as a 
tota l ly f e a r l e s s m a n , Doss got into a 
l i t t le t r o u b l e d u r i n g the e a r l y fight-
ing on O k i n a w a . W h e n the boys in t h e 
c o m p a n y to w h i c h he w a s a t t a c h e d 
w e n t out on p a t r o l ( " looking f o r t r o u -
b l e , " t h e y c a l l e d i t ) , they w o u l d u s u a l l y 
a s k Doss to g o a l o n g w i t h t h e m . O n e 
d a y , t h o u g h , h e returned f r o m a t r i p to 
the aid s ta t ion to find that a p a t r o l -
c o m p o s e d m o s t l y of r e p l a c e m e n t s — h a d 
g o n e off into the woods w i t h o u t a n y 
medic at al l . U p o n C a p t a i n F r a n k V e r n -
on's orders , h e i m m e d i a t e l y set out t o 
j o i n t h e m . S o m e of the r e p l a c e m e n t s 
h a d b u c k f e v e r , h o w e v e r , and w h e n -

e v e r Doss tr ied to m o v e up, they w o u l d 
fire on him. S ince g e t t i n g shot a t b y 
both sides w a s a b o v e and b e y o n d t h e 
c a l l of duty , not to s a y of reason, D o s s 
g a v e it u p and r e t u r n e d to the c o m m a n d 
post. V e r n o n d i s l i k e d m e d i c s — h e 
t h o u g h t t h e y w e r e all g o l d b r i c k s — a n d h e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y dis l iked Doss . His p r i n c i p a l 
g r i p e at the t i m e w a s that the m e d i c s 
p a m p e r e d his m e n b y sending t h e m 
b a c k to the hospita l to get t h e i r f e e t 
t reated f o r j u n g l e rot, a f u n g u s d i s e a s e 
t h a t p l a g u e d the A m e r i c a n troops on 
O k i n a w a . 

A t a n y rate , V e r n o n ordered h i m 
to go b a c k into the w o o d s and m a k e 
a n o t h e r a t t e m p t at j o i n i n g the p a t r o l . 
Doss r e f u s e d . V e r n o n ordered h i m b a c k 
to a w a i t a c o u r t - m a r t i a l . But t h e r e 
w a s no trial . C o l o n e l H a m i l t o n r e -
p o r t e d l y w a s so b u r n e d up about it t h a t 
he told V e r n o n he w o u l d d e m o t e h i m 
the m o m e n t h e filed charges a g a i n s t 
Doss. Doss 's o w n m e d i c a l d e t a c h m e n t 
C.O. w a s a n g r y , too. " H e ' s got the b e s t 
m e d i c in the a r m y , " h e said, " a n d h e 
doesn' t a p p r e c i a t e h im. Wel l , he h a s n ' t 
got him a n y m o r e . " H e took D e s m o n d 
a w a y f r o m B C o m p a n y and a s s i g n e d 
h i m to the base hospital . 

N a t u r a l l y , if this w e r e a m o v i e , C a p -
tain V e r n o n w o u l d g e t hit with a v e r y 
b a d case of j u n g l e rot . N a t u r a l l y , h e 
w o u l d n ' t w a n t to go b a c k to the h o s p i t a l 
to get it t reated. N a t u r a l l y , it w o u l d g e t 
w o r s e . 

N a t u r a l l y , b e c a u s e this is D e s m o n d 
Doss 's s tory , t h a t is e x a c t l y w h a t h a p -
pened. 

W h e n w o r d did get b a c k to the h o s -
pital , a m e d i c c o r p o r a l l i cked his c h o p s , 
c l i cked his hee ls and w e n t out to t r e a t 
V e r n o n . W h e n he c a m e back , h e s a i d : 
" I fixed the sonofabi tch . I fixed h i m 
so he's flat on his b a c k . " 

So Doss w e n t b a c k to treat h i m . H e 
told V e r n o n he w o u l d do the b e s t h e 
could f o r h i m and h e did w e l l e n o u g h 
to get h i m b a c k on h i s feet . W h i l e h e 
w a s b e i n g treated, V e r n o n kept a p o l o -
g iz ing f o r the w a y h e h a d acted in t h e 
past. W h e n B C o m p a n y lost its m e d i c s , 
Doss v o l u n t e e r e d to stay. "If t h e r e ' s 
a n y t h i n g I c a n do to help y o u w h i l e 
y o u ' r e w i t h u s , " V e r n o n told him. " A n y -
t h i n g at al l . . . Just le t me k n o w . " 

N o w , if C a p t a i n V e r n o n of B C o m -
p a n y h a d n ' t c a r e d f o r Doss, there w o u l d 
h a v e b e e n no cause f o r him to a r g u e 
w i t h L i e u t e n a n t C e c i l Gornto. G o r n t o 
had his o w n States ide memories of D o s s . 
D u r i n g m a n e u v e r s on the A r i z o n a d e s -
ert, w a t e r w a s sent o u t p e r i o d i c a l l y to 
rep lenish the s u p p l y . Once, a f t e r t h e 
t r u c k c a r r y i n g the w a t e r cans h a d b e e n 
d e l a y e d f o r a day , a n d the m e n w e r e 
p a r c h e d w i t h thirst, the officers t o o k 
the ir o w n s w e e t t ime about h a n d i n g t h e 
w a t e r out. T h e m e n began to g r i p e 
about it, and since D o s s w a s c h a r g e d 
w i t h g u a r d i n g their h e a l t h , and w a s a lso 
k n o w n to be one g u y w h o w o u l d te l l off 
the brass, the m e n k e p t br inging t h e i r 
c o m p l a i n t s to him. F i n a l l y , a r e p o r t , 
p r o b a b l y fa lse , c a m e to him t h a t the 
officers w e r e u s i n g w a t e r for w a s h i n g 
and_ s h a v i n g . 

Doss d r o v e d o w n to h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d 
told G o r n t o , " P a s s out that w a t e r . " 

G o r n t o said: " L i s t e n , Doss, I ' m st i l l 
r u n n i n g this outfit, n o t y o u . " 

" T h e m e n n e e d this w a t e r , " D o s s t o l d 
him. " I f y o u don't g i v e the o r d e r to 
pass it out r i g h t n o w , I 'm going to r e -
port y o u to the m e d i c a l officer." 

T h e w a t e r w a s p a s s e d out, b u t D o s s 
r e p o r t e d L i e u t e n a n t G o r n t o to the m e d i -
cal officer a n y w a y . T h e medical of f icer 
told h i m that the w a t e r w o u l d m o s t 
c e r t a i n l y h a v e been p a s s e d out a n y h o w , 
and he t a l k e d Doss out of m a k i n g a 
F e d e r a l case out of it. B u t the s t o r y g o t 

back to G o r n t o . ( L o o k i n g b a c k , D o s s 
is qui te w i l l i n g to a d m i t that a l i t t le 
m o r e tact and a l i t t le less r i g h t e o u s n e s s 
on his part w o u l d h a v e smoothed his 
passage t h r o u g h the a r m y . ) 

A t any rate , these w e r e the m e n D o s s 
w a s s e r v i n g u n d e r d u r i n g the b l o o d y 
batt le for the E s c a r p m e n t on O k i n a w a . 

T h e E s c a r p m e n t w a s a p e c u l i a r l y 
shaped cora l hi l l (Hi l l 187 on the m i l i -
t a r y m a p s ) that lay across the A m e r i c a n 
a d v a n c e t o w a r d S h u r i . T h e h e a d - o n a p -
p r o a c h to t h e top of the E s c a r p m e n t 
w a s a long, s w e e p i n g inc l ine . A l o n g the 
r i g h t - h a n d side, the t e r r a i n b r o k e a w a y , 
in degrees , unt i l it d e v e l o p e d into a p e r -
p e n d i c u l a r drop, p e r h a p s 50 f e e t h igh . 
T h e Japs w e r e holed out in p i l l b o x e s 
a l o n g the u p p e r p l a t e a u a n d in t h e h i g h 
g r o u n d a b o v e . 

T h e bat t le p l a n c a l l e d f o r some e l e -
ments f r o m A C o m p a n y to a t t a c k 
s t ra ight u p the inc l ine w h i l e o t h e r e l e -
m e n t s of the c o m p a n y scaled t h e cl i f f 
up ahead. T h e 2nd p l a t o o n of B C o m -
p a n y ( L i e u t e n a n t G o r n t o ' s p l a t o o n ) h a d 
a d v a n c e d to the b o t t o m of t h e cl i f f . T h e y 
w e r e to c l i m b u p a n d o v e r d u r i n g t h e 
b a t t l e and hit the e n e m y at the flank 
a l o n g the h i g h p l a t e a u . 

Gornto ' s m e n did get one b r e a k . A b o u t 
s ix feet f r o m the top of t h e cl i f f , t h e r e 
w a s a ledge. U p o n t h i s l e d g e w a s a ta l l , 
thin tree. A n a d v a n c e cont ingent w a s 
a b l e to sca le the w a l l and tie a c a r g o 
net, obta ined f r o m o n e of the t r a n s p o r t 
ships b a c k at th® b e a c h , a n d a r o p e to 
the tree. T h e m e n w e r e to c l imb u p t h e 
c a r g o net; the a m m u n i t i o n and s u p p l i e s 
w e r e to b e p u l l e d up b y the rope. T h e r e 
w a s sti l l one c o m m o d i t y l a c k i n g . B C o m -
p a n y had o n l y one m e d i c fit for a c t i o n — 
D e s m o n d Doss. It w a s S a t u r d a y a n d 
Doss w a s r e a d i n g his B i b l e . C a p t a i n 
V e r n o n w e n t to h i m and asked if h e 
w o u l d go a l o n g w i t h t h e m . He a s k e d ; 
he didn't order . " M e n die on S a t u r d a y , 
too, y o u k n o w , " he said. 

" A l l r i g h t , " Doss said. " J u s t g i v e m e 
a f e w m i n u t e s to finish w h a t I 'm r e a d -
i n g . " 

D e s m o n d ' s i m p r e s s i o n w a s that h e 
o n l y took five or ten m i n u t e s to finish 
his devot ion, a l t h o u g h he w o n ' t t a k e i s -
sue w i t h the reports that said the b a t t l e 
w a i t e d on h i m f o r ha l f an hour. 

B e f o r e the 2nd p l a t o o n m o v e d off , h e 
told L i e u t e n a n t G o r n t o that p r a y e r w a s 
the greatest l i f e - s a v e r h e k n e w of. W h a t 
he had in m i n d w a s a br ief m o m e n t of 
s i lence so that each m a n could p r a y in 
his o w n w a y . G o r n t o , m i s i n t e r p r e t i n g 
him, told the m e n : " D o s s w a n t s to p r a y 
f o r us . " 

T h e y w e r e a l l g l a d to le t h im. H e 
p r a y e d first that t h e y w o u l d al l c o m e 
b a c k a l i v e if it w e r e G o d ' s w i l l , a n d 
then he p r a y e d that L i e u t e n a n t G o r n t o 
w o u l d h a v e the w i s d o m and u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g to g i v e the r i g h t orders. 

T h e p l a t o o n w a s p i n n e d d o w n b y 
J a p a n e s e fire, b u t it d idn' t lose a n y m e n . 
A C o m p a n y , a t t a c k i n g up the i n c l i n e , 
s u f f e r e d t r e m e n d o u s casualt ies . T h e 
c o m p a n y w a s so b a d l y c h e w e d u p , in 
fact , that it could not be c o m m i t t e d to 
the a t tack again . T h e 2nd platoon, p l u s 
an a t tached demol i t ion squad, w a s 
o r d e r e d to t a k e the r i d g e alone. U n d e r 
p r o t e c t i v e m a c h i n e - g u n fire, the p l a t o o n 
b r o k e loose and o v e r r a n the e ight p i l l -
b o x e s on t h e p l a t e a u . M i r a c u l o u s l y , i t 

j st i l l h a d not s u f f e r e d a casual ty . 
B u t there r e m a i n e d a J a p p i l l b o x u n -

d e r the r ise at the v e r y top of t h e E s -
c a r p m e n t . T h e 2nd P l a t o o n c a m e b a c k 
the n e x t d a y a n d t h r e w e v e r y t h i n g t h e y 
h a d at it, b u t t h e y couldn ' t seem to k n o c k 
it out. T h e d e m o l i t i o n s q u a d tr ied its 
e x p l o s i v e s , but the J a p s k e p t p u l l i n g t h e 
fuses. T h e A m e r i c a n s decided to p o u r 
gasol ine o v e r the p i l lbox , but s o m e t h i n g 



w e n t w r o n g and four of our o w n m e n 
w e r e b l o w n up. F ina l ly , they t h r e w in 
five w a t e r cans filled w i t h h i g h - o c t a n e 
gas and f o l l o w e d that up w i t h a w h i t e 
phosphorous grenade. It w o r k e d to p e r -
fection. The w h o l e back of the m o u n -
tain rocked in the bri l l iant w h i t e flame. 
T h e p i l lbox disappeared. 

T h e only trouble w a s that there w e r e 
lots more pi l lboxes on the b a c k side 
of the mountain. T h e Japs b e g a n to 
pour o v e r the rise, o v e r w h e l m i n g the 
lone platoon through sheer force of 
numbers . A b o u t 155 m e n had c l imbed 
up the cargo net; only about 55 got b a c k 
down. Doss, w h o had s tayed on the 
r idge w i t h his wounded, w a s f a c e d w i t h 
the impossible task of e v a c u a t i n g 100 
m e n under enemy fire. He tr ied to get 
the first f e w d o w n the cargo net by l i t -
ter, but t h e y w e r e too badly w o u n d e d to 
help themselves and they kept gett ing 
snarled up in the netting. He decided 
to t ry to lower them by the rope. F o r -
tunate ly , he had learned to tie knots in 
the Advent is ts ' Junior Fr iend p r o g r a m 
b a c k in L y n c h b u r g . He took the rope 
and tied a double b o w - l i n e knot, w h i c h 
a l l o w e d h im to truss the men u p firmly. 
He w r a p p e d the rope around the tree 
twice , and a f t e r the m e n w e r e secure ly 
tied, he w o u l d feed the rope through so 
that its cargo w a s lowered s l o w l y to 
the l i t ter-bearers be low. 

C a p t a i n Vernon kept ye l l ing for Doss 
to come down, since it seemed that the 
J a p s could pick him off w h e n e v e r they 
f e l t l ike it. B u t Doss kept going b a c k , 
t ime and again, to br ing b a c k another 
man. He did not, Doss t a k e s pains 
to emphasize, set out init ia l ly to get 
e v e r y b o d y . He k e p t tel l ing himsel f , 
he says, to get one more man. Just 
one more man. " I k n e w I w o u l d n ' t get 
k i l led," Doss says. " I don't k n o w h o w , 
I just k n e w it all along. I did th ink 
there w a s a chance I might get w o u n d e d , 
but I figured it w a s worth it if I could 
s a v e one more g u y w h o might h a v e a 
w i f e and f a m i l y at home." ( T h e 77th 
w a s a d r a f t outfit out of N e w Y o r k , and 
a lot of f a m i l y men had b e e n tossed 
into it. Its a v e r a g e age w a s high. A s 
a matter of fact , they used to cal l it the 
" O l d M a n ' s Outf i t .") 

These w e r e the men w h o had r idiculed 
Doss and insulted him, and these w e r e 
the men he now risked his l i fe to save . 
He kept going back for one more. Just 
one more. A t one point, he h a d to pul l 
a severe ly wounded man across a s h a k y 
w o o d e n ladder 25 feet above a gul ly . 

In the end, he kept going b a c k until 
e v e r y b o d y had been evacuated. His 
u n i f o r m w a s so completely saturated 
w i t h blood that as soon as C a p t a i n V e r -
non saw him, he sent a runner b a c k to 
get a f r e s h uni form for him. 

Stories of his incredible b r a v e r y r e v e r -
berated around the island. Doss himself 
says, " T h e r e w e r e some men w h o w e r e 
ab le to get back to the ledge b y t h e m -
selves, but the w a y the stories w e r e 
going a f t e r w a r d s , nobody felt they had 
rea l ly b e e n saved unless Doss h a d s a v e d 
them." W h e n he w a s cal led to h e a d -
quarters dur ing the time t h e y w e r e 
d r a w i n g up the recommendat ion f o r his 
medal , h e w a s told he had e v a c u a t e d 
100 men. 

" I wasn ' t counting," Doss told them, 
" b u t I k n o w I didn't h a v e t ime to t a k e 
care of a n y 100 men." 

T h e y asked him how m a n y he thought 
he had evacuated. 

" W e l l , " he said. " M a y b e 50." 
So they split the dif ference. T h e offi-

cial reports said he had saved " a b o u t 75" 
men. 

The or iginal recommendat ion w a s for 
a D S M . It became a Medal of Honor 

w h e n Doss continued to p e r f o r m d a i l y i 
acts of heroism over the next three 
w e e k s . 

In the fighting at the b a c k of the 
Escarpment, four men w e r e cut d o w n ; 
less than 25 feet f r o m the mouth of 
one of the caves. Doss c r a w l e d across 
the batt lef ield to treat them, then 
brought them back, one at a t ime. A g a i n , 
it was a case of going d irect ly . into the 
barrel of a machine gun and not being 
fired upon. This t ime, he did it four 
separate times. 

The f o l l o w i n g day, during h e a v y fight- : 

ing on top of the Escarpment , a captain 
came b a c k w i t h the report that Colonel . 
M a d d o x , an art i l lery officer, lay dy ing 
on the battlefield. " T h e r e ' s no use t r y ! 
ing to help h i m , " the captain said. "His 
back is almost b l o w n off ." 

Ignoring o r d e r s — n o b o d y rea l ly e x -
pected him to obey them at this p o i n t — " 
Doss w e n t a f t e r the colonel. Not only 
w a s M a d d o x ' s back laid open but the 
lung w a s punctured. He w a s l i teral ly : 

breathing through his back. Doss stuffed 
a big rol l of b a n d a g e dressing against the 
wound to close up the lung, then cal led 
f o r plasma. A s he w a s d r a g g i n g him 
off the field, past the dead bodies that 
had piled up over the w e e k of fighting, 
the needle fe l l out of the vein. Doss 
still m a n a g e d to get him b a c k to a doc-
tor, but the colonel died almost i m -
mediate ly . 

A f t e r two more w e e k s of h e a v y duty, 
Doss w a s going cross country , , under 
cover of darkness, w i t h a group of r e -
placements. Something w e n t w r o n g up 
ahead of them and the order came back 
to dig in for the night. Desmond got 
into a shellhole w i t h three other guys. 
T h e others fixed their bayonets , for it 
w a s against regulat ions to fire a g u n or 
throw a grenade a f t e r you w e r e holed 
in for the night. If a Jap pointed a gun 
at you from, say ten y a r d s a w a y , you 
w e r e just out of luck. 

Looking out, Doss could see a Jap 
m o v i n g along the skyl ine. T h e n he 
could see "the fuse of some sort of e x -
plosive floating toward him. A n d then 
he could see it drop into the shellhole, 
r ight at his feet . T h e other three men 
scrambled out. Doss figured it w a s too 
late for him. He s lammed his l e f t foot 
over the grenade, hoping that the h e a v y 
combat shoe w o u l d absorb enough of 
the shock so that he w o u l d lose only 
his foot. T h a t w a s the best he hoped 
to get out wi th , t h o u g h — a lost foot. The 
explosion l i f ted h im up and turned him 
over, but w h e n he got his breath b a c k ; 
he still had his foot. ( A s it turned out, 
h e 

w a s u n b e l i e v a b l y l u c k y . O n l y one 
piece of the metal r ipped through the 
shoe, f ractur ing a toe. T h e rest of the 
shrapnel sprayed up his legs and but-
tocks. S ixteen hunks of meta l e v e n t u -
al ly w e r e dug out of him.) 

The smart thing seemed to be to get 
out of the shel lhole before any more 
grenades w e r e lobbed in. Doss rolled 
out and began to c r a w l d o w n the hill. 
He hadn't gone far be fore he real ized 
that he was in shock and w a s about to 
pass out. He stretched himself out, wi th 
his head d o w n the mountain so the blood 
would rush to his brain. W h e n he re-
gained consciousness, he f o u n d a f o x -
hole. A n o t h e r GI, w i t h a bul let in his 
arm, came b y looking for cover in the 
darkness, so Doss h e l p f u l l y dug around 
the edges of the hole until it w a s big 
enough to accommodate them both. 

In the morning, he w o k e up to see an 
unexploded art i l lery shell nestl ing be-
side him, less than six inches f r o m his 
head. Since duds w e r e k n o w n to ex-
plode w h e n they w e r e jost led, Doss 
congratulated himself for not having 
tried to extend the hole in that direc-

tion. It seemed just as w e l l , too, that 
he hadn't been restless and tossed and 
turned in his s leep. 

E v e n t u a l l y , h e w a s p icked up b y a 
t e a m of l itter bearers w h o w e r e p r o w l -
ing the area. I t seemed to Doss, though, 
that some of the w a l k i n g w o u n d e d w e r e 
m o r e seriously w o u n d e d t h a n he w a s . 
W h e n sniper fire forced the medics to 
drop the litter, Desmond rol led off and 
insisted that t h e y pick up another m a n 
and rush him to the hospital . 

W i t h the h e l p of another w a l k i n g 
w o u n d e d — P f c . L e w i s B r o o k s of R i c h -
m o n d — D o s s l imped on t o w a r d the hos-
pital. Because his l e f t arm w a s crooked 
around Brooks ' neck, to t a k e the w e i g h t 
off his le f t foot, Doss ended u p w i t h one 
of the w a r ' s most pecul iar injuries. A 
sniper, apparent ly a iming at Brooks ' 
head, missed b y about an inch; the b u l -
let smashed into Doss's arm, just above 
the wrist , came out the l o w e r arm just 
beneath the crook of the e lbow, w e n t 
back in just a b o v e the crook of the e l b o w 
and came to rest just beneath the s u r -
f a c e of the upper arm. So Doss shows 
four scars f r o m that one bul let . 

I t wasn' t unt i l he w a s b a c k in the 
hospital that Desmond real ized he had 
lost his Bible, a l e a t h e r - c o v e r e d , z ipper-
fastened Bible that his w i f e , Dorothy, 
had g iven him w h e n they w e r e m a r -
ried on A u g u s t 17, 1942, on his first 
pass f rom the army. (Dorothy w a s a 
colporteur, a t r a v e l i n g sa lesman of r e -
l igious l i terature.) 

W h e n the w o r d w e n t out that Doss 
had lost his Bible , the w h o l e batt le area 
w a s still in flux. B u t B C o m p a n y sent 
out a patrol to t ry to find the shellhole 
in w h i c h he h a d been in jured. It took a 
couple of days, but they finally did find 
the Bible, soaked b y the rains and b e -
ginning to c o m e loose at the binding. 

A n d so it w a s that the men w h o had 
once t h r o w n shoes at h im for reading 
the Bib le in the b a r r a c k s ended by 
r isking their v e r y l ives to get it back 
f o r him. 

T h a t w o u l d be a nice note to end the 
story on, and m a y b e w e ought to. B u t 
that wasn ' t w h e r e it ended for Desmond 
Doss. He c a m e b a c k to the States on 
a hospital ship. W h e n his f a m i l y first 
s a w him, both his a r m s w e r e in casts and 
stuck out as stiff as a scarecrow's . He 
w a s u n b e l i e v a b l y s k i n n y and his wounds, 
he remembers , still stank. 

A l t h o u g h h e w a s discharged f r o m the 
a r m y upon his return, Doss spent the 
n e x t five y e a r s in v a r i o u s hospitals. For 
w h i l e he w a s recuperat ing f r o m his 
wounds, his chest b e g a n to bother him. 
Doss thought he w a s coming d o w n with 
p leur isy , but X - r a y s showed that he 
h a d tuberculosis in both of his lungs 
and in his bronchia l tube as wel l . The 
hospital found it difficult to p r e p a r e a 
diet for him, since S e v e n t h - d a y A d v e n -
tists do not eat meat. ( T h e B i b l e offers 
no evidence that there w e r e any animals 
in the G a r d e n of Eden, adequate proof 
— t h i n k the A d v e n t i s t s — t h a t the Lord 
did not intend for m a n to eat flesh.) A t 
first, Doss did consent to eat beef , for 
medic inal ra ther t h a n nutri t ional pur-
poses, but w h e n they began to put pork 
on his plate, h e cal led a halt. He bought 
his o w n soy beans, a high protein food 
w h i c h is the staple of any vegetar ian 
diet, and instructed the k i tchen in their 
var ied preparation. 

He batt led the T B at the M c G u i r e and 
Fi tzs immons Hospitals, and at one point 
seemed to be cured. B u t after he had 
been b u m p e d out of F i tzs immons and 
sent a w a y f r o m that sa lutary D e n v e r 
c l imate, he suf fered a bad relapse. In 
the end, he had to h a v e his le f t lung 

and five r ibs taken out. 
T h e bul let wounds, w h i c h had inca-

pacitated three fingers and restricted 
the m o v e m e n t of his arm, prevented him 
f r o m returning to his p r e - w a r w o r k as 
a carpenter . On top of that, his w i f e , 
w h o had been w o r k i n g as a school-
teacher to support the f a m i l y , b e c a m e 
seriously ill. Doss took her to a S e v e n t h -
day A d v e n t i s t S a n i t a r i u m in W i l d w o o d , 
Georg ia . 

He himself trained at the sanitar ium 
in medical miss ionary w o r k . 

L a s t year , Desmond bought a five-
acre farm, h a l f w a y d o w n the Georgia 
side of Lookout Mountain. He is just 
gett ing his f a r m and orchard s tarted, 
but, at least, it supplies food for h i m -
self, his w i f e and his 10-year-o ld son. 
Desmond Jr . B e y o n d that, he l ives on 
his 90 percent a r m y pension. 

A l t h o u g h he obvious ly could h a v e 
minted a f e w dollars out of his Medal 
of Honor, Doss turned d o w n a movie 
bid f o r his story w h e n they told him 
they w o u l d have to embel l ish it wi th a 
certain amount of fiction. He had a l -
r e a d y had an u n f o r t u n a t e exper ience 
w i t h fictional t reatments w h e n N B C , in 
dramat iz ing his story, had him use the 
n a m e of the L o r d in v a i n and even 
consent to do something against his 
scruples on the grounds that " G o d won't 
mind it this one t ime." If Desmond 
Doss be l ieves one thing, it is that G o d 
minds all transgressions. 

" I don't w a n t credit for anyth ing , " 
he emphasizes, in ta lking about his l i fe , 
both in the a r m y and out. " W h a t e v e r 
I 've done, I 've done through the G r a c e 
of G o d . " A n d then Desmond T. Doss, 
M e d a l of Honor w i n n e r , voices a senti-
ment that is almost a l w a y s on his l ips: 
" I don't k n o w w h y the Lord has been 
so good to m e . " *THE END 
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