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f 70 THR ADVENT TESTIMONY  °  “{racoguise Divine Providence, and a verification of Divine roinise
o oy hamed ﬁ.’:‘:}m};ﬂ:::m:'}‘};;’;ﬂ:"l::'ﬁf ‘3““'&::?;3"“3;:; in our Advent history—to ruintain our confidence stcdfagtly—to
thesemit 4vo (aiviokace vr Los ' " { believe Mat Advent history harmonises with Advent prophecy, and
putientl""wait,'" is not to incur that withering curse of our “jeal
— — — ous God.” T e Co .
rAnie assuiged that the readar belicves in the. Holy Scriptlu'es.-'- ? .“'e were “‘cut out” of the w_orld by the plain. language of tb.e'
the Old and’ New-Testaniente—rin cxperimental religion, qr being : Bn!»le relative to our Lotd’s coming. _ Now to maintain the cruci-
sanctified by the teuth—and in the supervisions which our Saviour ' fixion wé then .fe.lt, and the consccration we then made, is not to
1358 God excreises over his peaple; to sustain and succor them—to j rush on pcrdxhqn ;_’-’ therefore I do not sce the danger,of hoping .
guide them v duing the Divine will, and thus “keep them from the ¢ ** #gdinet hope ™. if it were needful, as did Abraham. = By God's
evik!—redeem Jucob and glorify Himself. i Ieracl. - Mat:. 10,-'24,'( grace [ will *“ belicve to the saving” of wmy soul. Gratitude to Ged
B Isms 44,230 Jobn: 17,9, 15,20, A {0 sweetly compels me to do all in my power to “CONFIRM THF
: Let, the suljects- treated , be.judged. of in she, ligit of revelay; SOULS OF THE DISCIPLES.” My faith is greatly confirred.
tiun, . It is.copceived that-it the dectring of, Providence , and JDis ; M, soul like & ‘ watered garden,” I would comfort cthers with the
vine:guidanee, has. been: corectly stuted and appju""m‘“ -ﬁ'"“"tg comfert; wherewith I am comforted of God.  Amen.

Ao [y ma: b Kad Ly ndderesing THOY. W, HARKING, Rozkiry, Noss., paspold, -
TERNE—(drota, exaupl Use rndee devicus Lo give wuucthing toward its. publicativs. .
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that the wreatvhuctrive of Christ’s; coming hise. béen brought- ous,ag¢ . i - s —
chp:\x:;plated ut the Divine ouncils:; It proves positively, if so, um-é TETREEEETTT e ‘ B

the Adveut moveweut is frow Ieaven, and- that the_gloriew of the T :

day of God are just about-tu opea om ;he world, .. . ; THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE.

+The naturq and;importance. ef_ the subject domands ¢ candid..; “*Are not two sparcows sold for a farthing 1 and one of them shall -
prayestul reading. . It concerns. us all, - It involves the destiny of ; not full on the gound without your Father.” - But the very hairs of
the. world.- - egtreat all who may deem the, aubject. worthy of no-; your head are all numbered.,. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of. more
ticp to keep the true iuvue before them. . The Advent cause “is jt-? value than many sparrows. Whosoever therefore shall eonl‘gu ne
trom Heaven or froia wen ? - Have. the Jeading events jn the.history { befyre men, him will I confessalso before iy Father which is in hews
of - Adventists been uuder’ the dizection of Divine Ptovidencef: ory ven.. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will. I also deny
under that of the Devilt Do meet tbe'question fuirly sud. frankly { beare my Father which is in heaven.”—Mat. 10: 20-33.- ]
aut of regard to God’s glory—with littc. qr - no .reference to-him 5 . The blessed Redcemer .informis us, in this connection, what bis
who hass very ditidently, writtem on theeg great themes, 'y . 2 segvantamay expect from this world.  ¢*Ye shall be hated of all mea,.
- AN clasies.of the commiity. maceptosed towsefloct, hyve admit : ;ﬁz“hhl-.“-“lt they have called the Master of the house,
ted that thera was-a spirit that guided. thore who psoclanmed the Sec- { Beelzebub, how much more, them of his household.” Feaf themnot,,
ond Advent. Was that the Holy. Spirit, or. the Spisic of atil?., L'y however, fr theis ageacy is limited .to this world—ip the —_—
speak of '43 and '44, when the power of- that «pirit was fclt and ace:¢ Nothing that befals you is bencath my notice,—Nothing you suffec is,.
Lunowledged by both believers annd skeptics. I the . epirit . was Di--,g owerlooked. .. No sacrifige will be uprewarded. A prophet's, and 2
vine; which attcnded _the belief..0ad proclamation i the.. Sedond ) rightcous man's reward may be yours; because thase who receive
Advent, then it follows that (he preparatary scenes ofi thia, crowning ; tbem & such,obtain their:reward, and *‘whosoever nh_.!l’p‘v'e, to,
cvent of ¢l Divine dispensations, ars passing hefore.us. - . : .. . - .} drink, unto one of these lite ones, 3 cng:f cald water qnlyl, in the,
-1t you will decide that the Divine Spirit: did nos attend tho_beliw{nme of adisciple, verily I say unto you, de shall in ne wisq lose bis
of this great Sctipture. truth, then. you disconnect the. word and the.) rewwrd.” ver. 4143 . .., R T
wpirit of God: 'f'h, epinit of.’-ch is received” by.*“the keuring of (., Every thing-as important as yonr,mnrdz_r, or ‘as minute: as the fal-
faith’ ' .Gal: 3;.2. .- Sunctificatiqn in:by the truth. :.John: 17 It ling of asparrow, ar. the pulling of a hair from your head, by the
» br: tatienal ‘and scriptural to belicve; that those who regeived 0.} wieked, occurs by the direction, of permission of Providence. Notb-
the bess of . their ability. the Bible vicw of-'our Redeemer's return, { ing that befuls.you shall ocous *‘without your Father.” *‘Whasoerver,-
should enjoy the spirit, in-as muéh gréater abundance sa their- piews | therefore, believes this, and. will lose_ his life for my sake, u!nll find
werw-otore babarged © i e b v et e et i € i* . Whosaever, ia view of oppasition and reproach, will fearlessly
vt ia, in ;0¥ humble opinion; as ratioqal as it- is seriptural, to be) * confess me before men,” § will own and boaar,  before my Futher,
lieve that those wdo did heartily believettlris crowning: doctrine pff {imheaven.” . -, .7 T gy s e e
revelation—iwho guve all for .is, becanse they Jovert it-~+bave bees;jiu § :*We have here;a inoat impressive statcment of the .doctzine of D
aotnectian with this truth; subjeots - ofi! fpecial; . Bivise sapervision, ) vine Providence, and Divine. guidance ; . for nothing less igportant.
‘Their agency his bebu aceepted, § couclude, becsuse, in theit his~( than the avmbering of the bairs of theic heads, can well be concein
wﬁdnpwphsuo sketeh:of eveutsjust prior.to: Chtistsls. coming,:) ¢d. *T'he Mausance is adapted, to encourage faith, and . dissipate.all
wbeing. most .accurately accomplisbed. ./ ‘Wee: lrave.. nabw- hoshy -the: ! fedr of eING MWy .. o, 37 -y ast e
Prophecy and theirocerd of Proviffence.. We see the. truth of they . Phis duetrine-of Providence seemia to be anprehended by but few.
praphetis representation in the harmony we -trace -bet\reen- it'and( T do not say tirat fo ,ngprehend the. stupcndous schome and acope
slie. events, whiell wo hare have: witnessed in ‘the Advent cause, .{ of Previdegce ,T'higja cleas; for finite cannot comprehend the mt't-
There Nas boen among other:fulfiliments a-going Sirth 4o meet the.) nites The crestate. cxpuot attain to the lofty reach of -the Creatgr's
}ad.\ Aedrying aﬂav. ¢ sabsequent midnighit cry, and . hrepler { purpose, but I mgan to eay that fe\_v understaud, by faith, the scrifitu=
ing'np of the Advent hast, - ‘['his andwers to the Saviour's-aketch, § ral doottine of. Providence.. It is no more ncccssary for us to grap
[ believe it to be a fulfiliment; because nothing can.oceur in the ¢ the boundiess.plan of Providence, in order to belicrs, than it is w
History of God's sreats—nothing soswering to. prophecy *“withe comprehend the infinite God, in order 1o believe in God.  ** It is high
out oxv Fatler!' . Marlo.u,mf.'.g 44, - Let -tbe true itsue be.! s heaven, what can. we Lnow, deeper than bel what eumdp.th:
in ﬂf",; und God be "oriﬁod in W}l things... Amen!. .. § messuro thereof is longer. than.the earth and brou‘lgl than the sea,
.y It ik «"lack: that the fﬁ"b 1 cherish bas been ontertained by the.; We may, boweyer, believe in Gud, ind in his Providensa; we may
teading'Aibventists. : Ficts and faith constrained them te the con- ; see that partef thy waysof God which belongs to our time, and eon-
alasion; T, 9l ‘s constrainad to madntain, The -inflaexce of the | cerns otir duty and destiny. It israineus, not thus to believe. .
one who said “ T Belicve in my sond—chy yos we right,” pone.}  There are fbwer stitl who have any just appreciation of the -reveal-
nmong, Adveatists would quiestion. . It pplied tq the view given in d object of Go's Pruvidense. It is, in ita loftiest range agd minu-
biw sheet,. mangt xhera entertained it. e i in itsolf of lttle im- | teat supervision, to earry (osward and carry out the purpass-of Jebe- -
portance-otly we 14 serves to exhibit e moes dangevous pasition, dow ¢ vah « k Oel0.. Having made known unto us the, ory of
scribed by inspieatios—e poition into which | dage not, will not:$ Hiswil=—that in the dispensation of. the fulness of times, migh .
velovitarily ventare.  Heb: 10, 37, 3. If enp man draw ‘back { gahet together in one, all things.in Christy -~ 1l ciminia
“(shridk.batk) my soul shell have NO PL RE ia his. To{ DiviuePiovidanoa is Dirina ovemight,—Divine care, or elmuaier
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tration over this and other ymldc,-—cngeln, men, and devils. Ita ob= ¢ sen god; benoe they do not come within the range of prophecy, ex-

ectis to lay every creature and. every agency urider contribution to § cept for destruction. God Almiginty cluse Abraham his friend and

+iuucomprelmnugpmpure- Like a mighty flood (in one point) it ¢ servant. He separated him from the muss of mankind to be the
t comprehends. all, unites the past with the present, and the present ¢ head of his. bousehold,—the houselild of faith, The ordinance of

with the future : and bears all forward toward the consummatiqgn—

" naking each and cvery event “work together for good to thein who
lore God.” The channel in which this mighty, ever heaving tide of
cause and effect, pu?ose and accomplishment fiows, 15 e uie
wotd of prophecy.” Prophetic truth is the track on which Jehovah's
providential chariot has ever rolled.  On this track it will roll, till it
reaches the grand depot. By taking heed to the ““sure woed of pro-
phecy,” we nay see in what direction God is driving his (to most
men) dreadful agencies; and toward what grand consummation, his
plén of Pravidence is tending. By watching, in the light of revealed
truth, for the intermediate objects on the way to the consummation,
we may know how many we have past, and how few we have yet to
pass. If we had not passed all the great kingdoms, save the closing
scencs of the last,—the first Advent,—the apostacy,—the rush “to
and fro” with increase of * knowledge” which was to characterise
*“the time of the end,”—the serics of “silgus" by which we may
*“ know" our Lord is nigh,—the preaching of the faithful and the un-
faithful servant,—the going forth, the tarrying, and the subsequent
midnight cry, then they are yet to come; but if these events
are matters of historic record, then we cannot, in the light of reason
or revelation, look for them amid the developments of future prophe-
tic fulfillment. o ‘ ’ : :

. Prophecy is history; in advance. History is the record of prophe-
cy fulfilled. All the great kingdoms of the earth, with their greatest
changes,—the first Advent and the viciseitudes of the Christian
church, were sketched out by the pencil of prophecy, about twenty
hundred years ago, but now, all authentic history testifies to the fact
that we have in the progress of Providence, gused, Babylon, Persia,
Greece and-Rome,—the first Advent, and- the predicted revolutions
of the fourth empire, save one, which terminates its dreadful career.
Thus all history, as well as scripture, proves the declaration of the
prophet of God. ** Surely the Lord will do nothing, but Ae reveal-
eth his secrets to Ris servants the prophets.”” He unscales the pro-
phet’s eye, and opens to his view coming cvents. The historian sits
to record them as they accur. Providence never mistakes, not wheels
.round, fo roll by the predicted event the second time. ~NW%.2én the
cvent has been recorded, it is, like the Deluge, in the past. - There is.
uo second eeties of the four great empires,—no second first Advent,
nor time of the end, nor midnight cry.”" “As for God his way i I_er-
fect,” therefore He never mends his ways. He fulfils_ his word at
once, ahd it is done forever. Tle prophetic sketeh is sketched cor-

rectly. All'the events of history hurmonise with it.* In the order of ) The prophet, in

sequence, in time, and manner, they all transpire as pencilled by pro-
phecy. The history ofthose nations which came. within the range
.of pruphetic vision, atteststhe trath of the scriptural doetrine of Pro-
vidence. The heathen, and all ‘our race re comprehended within
the range of those prophedies which relate to the consummation, but

|
|

circumeision, was the token, and the memorial of their xeparation
to be God’s peculiar people.  Their sojourn in, and deliverance front
Faypt—their wirsculous preservation in the wilderncys—their won-.
T "= Canaan, in which God seems ever to have his eye
on his promise and pledge to Abmhau_n,—their dispersion and other--
wise unaccountable preservation to this day, according to prophecy,
proves, that there is a Providence.. A special, us well as general
supervision which God -extends over the affairs of men. The Divine
plan, as sketched-out in prophecy, touching the first Advent, the
revolutions in the Roman empire, the apostacy, and the changen in
the Christian church, is fully sustained by the records of Providence.
The field of prophecy has been the theatre of Providence.

The prophecy may be regarded as a conception of the specified
event. Then the watchful eye of God is ever extended over it.
His fostering hand cherishes the embryo till “ the set time,” then
every event, as minute as the fulling of a sparrow and everything
as vast as the dissolution of an empire, or the destruction of the
world, will, by the direction of Providence, concur to give it birth.
T such events, there are ro abortions. No counterfeit fulfillments,
They are absolutely unique in their character. Each predicted
event dowu the entire track of Providence, is as peculiar and as dis-
tinct from every other, as are the [vur great empires—as the first
Advent from the Secoud. We can no more confound them, (though
we may be ourselves confused) than we can contound the earth with
its central Sun—or the Deluge with the final conflagration. Such
is the astonishing precision of the prophetic-chart. Such the won-
derful accuracy with which ‘Providence fulfills the minutest touch
of the prophetic pencil. ‘‘Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ¢
Yet not one of them shall fall on the ground without your Father.”
“ Fear not therefore,” ye willing servants of the Most High. God's
plan does not contemplate the giving of you up to the delusion of
the Devil. * Ye are of more value tham many sparrows.” * But
thou Israel, art wy servant, Jacob whom I have chosen. The seed
of Abraham, my friend, I have chosen thee and shall not cast thee
away. Fear thou.not, for I am with thee.” Isi.41:8. Who as
1, shall call, and deojare it, and' set it in Lorder for me, since I ap-
pointed she uicient people? The things that are coming, and shall.
come, let them shew unto them. Fear yé not neither be aftaid ;

{ have not I tokd thee from that time, and have declared it?- Ye are

even my wilnesses. . Id there & God beside me P’ . No, for even Je-
hovah bimeelf says that He does not know; of any, Isa. 44¢ 7-8.
inony. with the Great Teacher, Messiah, teaches
us not to fear earth or bell; but to.fear Ilim who * hath set in or-
der,” and told what is coming and shall come. ' Those who declare
the uath of prophecy and shew its harmoay with history and pass-
ing events-are God's *‘ witnesses.” We testify His existence and
point to the evidence of His ever present Providence, in what *is

up to that period, prophecy, more immediately, if not entirely, relates | coming and shall come.” We delight to recognise his all compre-

10 those nations whose history is connected with God’s peopie.

L. We will take a brief survey of the ficld and scope of- Prophe-
cy.: This is the theatre of Providence and the theme of history. ‘Fhe
grand, the parent propheéy, the germ of Jehovah's revealed purpose,
the mother text is in Gen.'3: 15. . The seed of the woman shall
bruise the 'head of the serpent-—crush his power.' In the more full

- exptessions of this propbetio truthy, it-is affirmed that : “for this pur-
pose was the ' Son of God manifésted, that' he might destroy - the
worky of the Devil” : Redeem this woild from sin and the curse,
and fill it with glory and God. When * Death and Kim " that bas the
power of death " will hive béen’ destroyed, not 1 scrap leRs When
alt corruption shall have fled -imto -hell to :
credture m earth and-heaven, and nder the earth shall join in the
sonig of salvition, then all will-be “very good,” 18 God made it. God
will again dwell with wen, and they will be immortal. -~ ~ .. -

Though God geve his fallert creature man, this assurance oftriamph
over the templer, and W typical service called sacrifice, to embady
the great truth in theit worehip, so thnt aone could worship but by
_calling the P""'“‘Fd de“"",@? to inind; yet, in_process of tme, alb
Had corvupted their way, save one man. * The Detage then, became
8 Mewits essentiyl to'the attainmerit of the end, which God had re-
vosled. ' To prevent the universal putrifaetivn and pecdition of the
Tece—1io counteraet the Tempter ind prevent his triumpl, Jehovah
_ponml & flood wround the world te waah i of it pollution; i - - .
(;l“wn again, after the ‘fldod, when mankind: forgos -elike. God's
Judgments and promises and tlaime; and under the guidance.of Sas
-m'm téuding to the- same stete with that of the inhabitants of
Sheold woeld, it becamse necessiry fot' God ‘9 in - Hwing
pledged himself not to allow anather deluge, hé Rave up mast of the.
:'Qtltlo their chosen Way,~o four and serve the Devil, their cho-

churches having

hending agency. We “leap with joy,” when, with this evidence
that we are his witnesses, we hear Him saying ** Fear nat.” * The
“very hairs of your heads are all numbered.” Such are brethren to
Paul, * not in darkness.” “They having got, can give * meat in due
season.”’ -+ Having Christ, they can confess him * before men.”
Those wha know not God; either in his prophecy or Providence,
are not hid “ witnesses;' . They. cannot be the ** Israel* -whom Je-
hovah cheers an to achieve the victories of faith, Sdch may trem-
ble for-their reputation, vie with Jesuits in -their enargy and palicy
to get the.* honor that cometh from men ;" but he “ who is not with
me is agsinst me,” saith Jesus.. The Jews 1800 years since eoutd

be- forgotten, aad crery’! not deny the facts occurring arcund there, nor. durat they deny the

pr ies; but they denied that the facts in the life of Jesus ful-
filled y. Thus they- were not God’s *‘ witnesses.” The few
despised. disciples who saw the hand of Providence fulfiling proph~
ecy, were God's witnesses. - Messiah assured them that they bed
nothing ‘to- fear, from death or Devils, ver. 28, John 10. ' That peo-
ple, who woyld .ot Lelieve. both prophecy and Providence, bhad re<
jocted all the.light Grod gives to. sustain faith. - Theh’ they were in
his way, and-the wheels of Proxidence must either stop, or they be
crushed hy its onward revolations.. Just so naw,. The. professing
taken their staud, denying thet Providence is fob
filling prophecy, connected with the second. Advent, (thaugh they
can neighar deny tbe prophecits of such events, nar the fheta of their
occurrence) must will perish, as did the Jewish nation, Al the
evidence.which God grants is givea, whea hi teatifies the trath
of prophéoy ; conséquently, if. that be desied, € in denied, and
_“urﬂ tathe wtmoa” will come on - those wbo bad tilithen, beenr

4 his scknowledged people. By how much the - Christian church hes

had greater lighs than.the Jewish, much is their gdilt groater,
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and their revealed damunation more dreadful, Mat. 24 : 51; 1 Thess.
§:3; 2 Thes 2: 10, 12 .

Professing- Adventists have no dispensation in their favor, but must
xce their tagrant folly, if they recognise prophetic fulfiliment up to
a certain puint, ia our history, and then deny it in thase events which
are mat manilestly, in time, order of sequence and mauner of ve
cugrence, just what Jesaspredicted.  T'his. was the sin of the Jews
¢ the first Advent. ‘They saw and confessed both—prophecy and
Providence, up to their own age, and history. This, the folly of the
Protestant church, they recognise both down to this generation ; but
from that point they eeew blind as bats in the day time. Now shall
Adventists coune on, be witnesses for God, and ** confess” Christ
only up to'$31  Did cither prophecy or Procidence stop there? Ot
has Satan steered the ship over the shoals, at the tarrying,—~up the
falls of the 7th wonth, giving out a false midnight cry, and a mis-
taken clamor, as he shoved througl) *“ the shut door,” and got the
whole of his crew where they cannot hear, or much regard, the ev-
idence of opening Judgment! It may be verr convenient to say
that Satan has the helm; but that, dumned the Pharasees. It has
lef the churches, like the mountaius of Gilboa, on which there was
uveither rain nor dew. It must be ruin to every such soul: * for
whosoeser shall deny mie before men,” saith Christ, * hin will I also
deny before my Father who is in heaven.” Q- Lord we will *“ con-
fess” thee in thy Providence, and when predicted events occur, we
will, by thy arace, witness for thee. Amen!
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secd alive upon the earth.”  This was the plan revealed 120 years
before; bat did Noah set traps to catch the birds; Did he muke
yokes, and . haraess, for tha nnghty lion, and hiy mate, and other
creatures of less strength, but greater fierceness ani| rapacity? No,
no, that would have been a greater lubor than to have erected the
Ark!! Ther cane, and “went in two and two, unto Noah, into
the Ark, the male and his female, ns God commanded. Nogh ''—
They sem to have come in one day; because “‘the waters of the
floud were upon the carth,” afler seven days. Their entrance was
as natural as that of Noak himself. 'They came spontaneously, like
the subscquent destending flood. Thie evans - eq g @vnar < miv,
cle, as the Deluge, and was adupted to sustain and settle the faith of
Noah's family. 'They had no fears that the old ship would founder,
or spring a leak after that. ‘There was Jehovah's hand. The event
occurred at the right time. God's Providence concurred wish Noah
to fulfill his word. That cannot be counterfeited. '

2. Joseph was iuformed by God that his brethren who hated him
should do him reverence. Gen. 37: 1-9. As they were, in vision,
binding sheaves in the field, his sheaf stood up and theirs stood
around doing obeisance to it. Now this, and another dream, were
accorplished in a way that no mortal could have imagined. The
Devil did not dream how it could be done,—much less counterfeit

git. The brethren must find the pasture short, as far as Dothan,

where the Ishmaelitish caravan was to pass on their way into Egypt.
Joseph must, in order to obey his father, go to Dothan; and the

\

IL. 'The doctrine as we find it in the scriptures should be distinct- { caravan come, just in time to take him from the murderous hands

ly stated in order to be carrectly conceived. The doctrine is that § of hie brethren. Then all the events, clear down to the seven years
THERE ARk N0 AGENCIES ADEQUATE 710 GIVE BIRTH 7o ) of plenty, and the seven years of famiuve, which reached to Canaan,
PREDICTED EVENTS, SAVE SUCH AS GOD EMPLOYS; § and compelled the sous of Jacob 4 go down into Egypt and bow to
consequently, when they occur, we may know without a doubt, rot un- ) *“ the Lord of the land,” occurred in Providence, asf they were so
{y that they are a fulfiment, but also that God has done it. inany means to accomplish the cud,—fill vut the prophetic sketch.

The Jews said that the wonders they saw were wrought by Beel- § The date, name and circumstances, guard this event, and defy all
zebub. © The church affirms that the Advent mosement “is of the ( attempts to counterfeit it. Like most cveuts of prophecy, this in
Devil.” Some ‘“ Adrentists” who would not venture to say that § the fulfilment, complicated and apparently counter, as were many of
Satun guided those who preached the hour of God's Judgment in ¢ its parts, does not stand isolated. Its adinirable parts, are them-
’43, and the midnight cry, in the autumn of ’44; yet they ‘do not § selves but a part of God's great plan of Providence,—a few links in
confess Christ—his word or Providence in it. Now we may as well ) the golden chain, which then counected the past witk the present,
hie caudid; acknowledge the Providence of Gud in it, or denY it. { and stretched ou in its influence, into the future. It was all com~
Ifthe Arch Apostate be allowed, at the predicted time, amd in the § prehended in the prophecy made to Abraham coocerning his pros-
recorded connection of events, to get up a counterfeit fultillinent, { perity. Joseph's history wes, to previous prophecy, as the woof to
then what ground is left for fuith? We may never be confident that § the warp. : .

“the word of God is being, ur has béen, fulfifléd? donsequently-unbe- ¢+ . iverance of Israel fram furnishes a striking illus-
lief may not be sinful. Nay, why would it not, be praiseworthy? ¢ tration’ ofsthe doctrine of a special Providence. Moses was not
It is both rational and right, to doubt, where there is good reasou ¢ inurdered according to Pharavh's decree; but nourished by his own
for douling, as ratioual and right as to believe where theré is rea- { motber. < Nay, the auther of the decree or his daughter paid kew
=ou, to believe. But we maintain, with all our might and mind, that | wages far her maternal caresses. o
there is not in the scriptural doctrine of Providence any ground, at { " The elevation of David to the throme of Isracl, and the entire
all, for doubt. When the most unimportant events transpired in ) history of that nation, proves clearly the doctrine stated, that there
tbe life of Jesus, according to prophecy, they were recognised as ¢ are no afcncies adequate to fulfil prophecy, save such as God emn-
the fulfillment. 'Taken together, they were regarded as proof posi- § ploys. lsa. 44: 24,10 46:4.  When apredicted event does oceur,
tive that Providence had put its broad seal on his. Messiabship.— ¢ we may know that it is a fakfillment of the prediction, and that God’s
‘The time, and ‘circumstarices were not, however, more correcty § Providence has interposed for its fulﬁlhneqt. ‘To such events there
sketched than is the time of the second Advent, or the eveuts which ) are 110 seconds, any morc than a sgcund birth, or baptism, or burial
immediately precede and introduce it. of Messiah.- The chariot of Previdence rolls by. - "The event lovns

If the events referred to have beem witnessed, eveu though they
be us unimportant, in human esteem, as the parting of our Saviour's
raimant, or bis busial in a rich man’s tomb, it ie the fulfillment of
the prophecy. God in his Piovidence has déne it. We have got

beyond those way marks on the prophetic track. They can never  the range of prophecy. Their appcarance mnust be
be witaessed again ; God’s word is the truth,—the truth is the agree- ¢ the record of Providence.

imenit botween his word and the evem, as brought out iu Providence.

up with God's seal impressed on it. 10 never recurs.

Au apparent exception may be suggested, from the false christs,
that have appeared; but on reflection it must be seen, that they are
theraselves a verification of the doctrine, because they come within
found in history,

IIl. Let us notice the more important reflections niggest‘ed ‘by

If the word names it but unce; and Providence produces. it, or al- ¢ this subject. .

fows it, twice ; then there is not an agreement.. Should Provideace
grow * slack as some coant slackness,’ lct Satam get the stars and

1. God has magnified is word above all his-mame; therefore ald
the Icading events recorded in the history of the world, bave occur-

counterfeit the event, agreement would not exist ; because the pro- ¢ red @ to time, circumstance, and coonection with the past and the

phetié word notices no counterfeit, with the
we affirm on the bighest and best authority, God's  word 13 TrUTH.”
The events of Providence must agree. There will be no repetitions,
or false fulfilments, where none are specified.© When .a
event oceurs itis genuine.. We are bound tobeliave * without doubt
or wavering.”. There is au ease, & naturalness, a Divinity about
them, which walls off allecause of douls. It is true, doubts arise ;
but they eprimg from a woarce entircly disconnected from the pre-
phetie fuliliment,—~Gom the heart. : - oo
Let us illustrate by several recorded cvents, in which the princi-
le, or doctrine, a8 stated, musg be ackuowledged, just ag far as the
Bi‘lo‘u dlowed to be trne.. o e
1.-Woe potice the creatures, ‘“of cvery kind,* ‘which. went into
the:Ark.with Noah. ‘The Patriarch wag told, yet seven days [ will
Seuse it to rain on the eqrth.. * Come thou and all thy bouse iato
she Ark,. Of every clean beast thou shalt (ake \a thee. by sevena,
Of [wla:also,of the air, by scvens, the urde and his female, 19 keep

predicted ¢

‘¢ pheey relating to the consummation. .

uuine, event. But { future, sccording to God's word. Nothing whieb eomes in compes

tition with that word can stand before it. . No, not even though it
bear God's’ pame. Jerusalem, the Temple and the chosen seed,
must perish, sooncr'than a “ jot or title” of the word should fail.
Thosc uttributes of wisdom and goodness and justice. and meroy
and power which have secured a fulfillmens ef the*‘‘ sure word
thus far, are all pledged to actomplish- every ninute, or grand pro~
od. in- Ihu. u-or:
specifies each event. His le drink in the Spirit by delieving ¢ .‘
u‘;-J-—lbcy Yield thmclw‘::fa to Ais gwidance, and the Providence. *
of Gud comcurs, then the cvent transpires. There will be nothing,

-$ in all time, like it. Should any combination of sgenvies attempt &

fulfllment, it woukl be, like the fulse ghrists, out of the predioted:,
time, and out against all the arcangemeats of Providence: hemoey:
they could mot succesd. The prophecy relnting to the Turks id
an instance, of the.steudy af. Providence; ta alldw no ages
cies to-impede his purpases In :Nui’n thoy ‘prevailed la spite of
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it crusaders, nnd all clvistendom. Then at the expiration of their /
appointed time. they decline, though all lh.e great Christian powers, §
are in unholy league to sustain them, It is, then, clear ay scripture
fulfilled can make it, that there are no agencies, which can coune ¢
tefoit, or derange the pmgrexsive fulfillinent of the prophetic word, b
When the time arrives, each predicted event appears; and God's
Providence must be recognised in i¢, or we he consicted a3, so- fur,
infidele, o/ :

2. Many “ contess " the Divine hand in the sccres of prophccies,
“fullilled as the first Advent of Jesus; but they immaine that he will
" not be very exact in honoring the predictions, ér teachingg of his

Son relative to the second.  “I'hey foraet that God's word is hut th-
scoond ddition of himsclf,—identified with himself,—the trunscript
of his own mind. He must, to * honor his word above all his
name,” . maintain it, though it require the ruin of the professing
chureh, or the dissolution of the world. We way begin with a se-
tics counmencing two thousaud four hundred years ago,—and come
down the track of prophecy. We find the four kingdoms, the first
Advent. - The apostacy, the taking away of his domiuion. The ¢
progress of *“knowledge ”’_ in *‘ the time of the end,” the sirus in
‘“this generation” which shall not pass till all be fulfilled, the §
preaching of the fithful and unfaithful servants. The drying up ¢
of the symbolic Euphrates, the several pericds cf waiting for Jewus, §
culled ‘“ watches,” the hurting of the earth, trees and sea when the
four angels should ccase holding the winds, and the ** angel frem ¢
the: East,” the sealing of God's servants,—the going furth to mect
the Lord, in the light of the prophetic periods, aud the fulfilled )
sigus of his coming,—the subsequent tarrying, the midnight cry
and.the clamor about * the deor,”, and the going without the camp, -
pe:mqg his reproach, have transpired in the time, order and manner,
in which they are noted on the prophetic page.

: Let us mark the series in the parable, Mat. 23: 1-10. The S
preaching of the time, and the signs, wus sustained by most marked §
interpositions of Providence. ‘I'he earthquake, which rocked lalf !
the earth. The comet’s trail cxtending across half the heavens.
“'lhefea;ful sights and great signs from heaven.” ‘“Signs in the
Sunr and in the moon and in the stars.””  Men’s “ hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after thoso things which are comiug on the /
earth.”” _This was the class of predicted events, which filled the;
press, arrested the public mind and forced the conviction on multi-
tudes, that something drecadful was at hand. This class of nw%
greatly confirmed belicvers in their guing forth *“ to meet. ed
groom.” Learned ministers and learned unbcelicvers confes %
plausibility of our scriptaral argument. - The unlearncd and unres
Hlecting could see the natural signs, and fecl the beating of the pub-
lic pulse. Thousands und tens of thousands treinbled, though un-
bring out the day of Pentecost, ** according to the scriptures.” -
nature,~clrance *‘ mcsmerism, human influence,” tke Devil, or elee
stand,” the periods. The vision did * speak and not lie.” Awnen
wear when *“ the virains took their lamps end weat
miduight cry was r “We echoed,:* Behold the Bridegroom
the th moath, - The seri |
day of AW.'I\Q seri
who-are characterised in. the promise of God us his people, those
ral argument. - f Spirit aud the Providence of God
concurring most manifestly, 1o give the midnight ery. Amid the
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affected, as 1800 years since, by the interposition of Providencs to
time specified *“in the vision® roritten on tables. It was a freak of
the right tine. God pnt hils broad seal on it. We did* under-
but in that very year to whick the prophetic tives pointed. In the
Theén during the tan{in i
the types, we concluded, that, ** the'sct time,”" was the 1C
the sct time for cleansing the typical sanctmary;

loved the appeating of Jesus, yielded themselvc’s up to the ecripta-
They boare ihs v &

converted still. 'Fhe mrass of mind was, to shy the least, as mach

Now Mark! Some body, or some thing, did thesé things, at the

i aceordance with predictions of Jesos. If the last, then we had

This providential interposition, did not take place in-'42, nor in '44:

’ orth to mect the
Bridegroom.” 1t was in 1843. - Amen.: J e b

, Which occurred against our will, the

cometh, go ye out to mecet him.” From the periods, talrying; and

th day. of

pturdl argument was eouvincing; thas the

was £he time, o expect.the Antiiypo of all those rites. ' Then, thore

who, like servants were waiting for their Lord, who lecked it and

sigus of these last days, nothing like this occurred till after the tarry-

ll.ll-‘ Nothing like it has occurredsince. 'I'he ery was given at the
—dy o fir as could be ascertained by. a prayerfut, critical
0: word, It came in the right place, in the series of pro-
:h‘:?"m The preceding and sccompanying circamstan-
:."" :“_"-ﬁvo'ed the mighty spiritual movement among be-
JJievess, and the cry wea borne on every hreeze, till it re and
‘m‘_‘ every‘"eu.- - The loading events in the parable. have decome
istory, & 'f: Y 8 any that are found in the prophetie track of Pro-
"l"‘:&h‘ “: that it is ur eesy matter to  deny " Christ, or he
would not have been. when Ha, himself was she preacher, and

the ¢
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I'ravidence the exponnder; hut these events are ecrtainly s impart-
ant, as the place of Messialys binth, =i cena into Jergalom i
tritnnph, or being buried without a ¢ lu ye brelen.” ‘I'hey have il
the marks of God ou them that you ficdd en theee, which bave bees
witnessed, in other ugres of peophefic Ll ny; and recing A spae-

' row docs not full to the gronud * withont gur §'cthar,” theze did pot

transpire, but under the ditccticn of=~1i, Proyidener, @ follil be
word; because that * ear ro be brolca,” euker by chatice, or mew
merism, or- Satan, v ]

My brethrea, let us confoss €hrict's truth i the Peraisic, confies
Providential agency in the correspcndiaT events, asthey have truns
mlen ¥ Vol - - Come what Wil deny who 1234, 1wy e
witnesees for-our God and Sawwar.  He “soiin cskes” pad ** div
clorcd " this reries of cvente. Becni=s a perrect fdihas . Mea

3. By the “ word of Guod, quick and powertuh,” in thi Misinighe
cry, we werc cut dowmn asthe lmrvest, “Frus, we oon i e bid”
which *“is the world ;’ and tl.e hraaling p, vtk ths varied teiaie
about the shut docr, may complete e thee L nud wiiiiciag, as
tausrht in the fizurative harvest.  Asteaibing! how the cinil flew!

Nuw, whatever Jesus meart, hera is scoctline like ¥ My ocne
cern iy to ke found amiong the wheat, [ dare not deny Gy arice of
our God which [ have enjoyed,—dare nos den: tit s weid, mere
stable than the world, weans somcthine : espesiiily wloa epoynd-
ed, and the exposition written ont, by oo« Fower ot Prcvinener,

4. Those who deny that Ged fiea feitsod bis e in toe At
movemert, might be coipelled to deay b azeney ia the wialere-
ries of prephetic fulliilmert, Luci: to tie time of Coin's falfilied
curse, and driven off beyord imfidelity, wto Athcism!  Tiey would
have us ot only Intidels, but abselute Atheias.  Intidels * ecnfess
God’'s Providence.  'These would hrve us deny i, S

It is, however, as trrational us wescripiceal, for ile preaching of
the honr of God's Judunient, wnd thie miduizii coy did ot require
the slow process of * the sccictics,” scading vet their suliried slave-
like, lazy agents, It was dene nauslly, spemes cwldy wnd sues
cessfully, like the cntrance cf the lien, (e lecpard aid cther crea-
turcs, with their mates, into the Ark wiili Noeh,—with in czse and
naturalnesr, whiclr has ever characterized jrcpletic falfillnent. Jc-
seph's brethren did him obeisance, wilingly. .

We are now, in our Advent ciperience, wicre Noak w:s after
the animals entered the Ark. This Divinc interpesition was to him
the crowning testimony! Heknew that God was with kim, and
this was scearity enough for faith. &> thie predicied events,occur-
rinw in the Advent movemet;>prore-the pre:enceinf” Gud by a sp-
einl Providence.: We “ confess” the promisedpresence and ageney
of- 1lich, who confiemed Noah's fuith; by interpoaicg .ta.fullill his
wotd..” We know that ous €od, who his guided, will guide those
who concur with his Providence, to fu!filt iiis word: conneotod witls
the Advent bf Christ €ato tke kingriom. Doubts to the.winds now.
Hallelujah ¢ - v -« & .o AT R

5. Some, however, object to the.iden thst God'Las'sny-direct or
determining egency in these; recent evauts, because thore who be-
lieve and concur are unknown to fame or philcrophy. They ceem
to imagine, that it is too small busines, for God to meddle with.—
They are 80 ignorart as not to krow, cr ro itlidel as nct to believe,
that a sparrow docs not fall * withcut ce Father.”- . .y.

Otliers reject the seriptural doctrine of i'rovidence, in our recent
experience bechuse the midnight ery wes w0 limited.. Fhey forget
that the mimistry of Mcses,—of Mcesiah,—of . the Reformation, was
too limited to meet the demands of skeptizism. < <

But the grand objectioa is based. on .ur .2isappoiniment. - - Yos
were deladed.: Go&‘s Providence did not produce the, events of
prophecy, because your 'expectaticrs -weie. nct :realised. . [.confers
that we wére grievously disappointed, . A perfcetlp satisfactory ex- -
planation of the natute, as well ars.causo of Ihl;dlﬂ oiatroent,
may be given at any - other time. - The questicn. of .owr MPPOIM'
ma’n is’ gninet frozl that of prophetic. fulfillent .. In Mat. 21: we
have an illastration. © The blesced twelve and: the shouting multi-
tude were bm the tip-toe, of cxpectation. They thought that Hix
entrance into Jerusalem according to prejrhocy, was the time, when
He would take the throne. They werc disappointed, because they
misconceived, his design in fulfilling that predicted event. The
prophecy was however, just as really Jubilled, as if they bad cor-
rectly, conceived God's pur 3 aud .lcﬂ.haﬂl l‘l!l! expeotationy.
The disciples were extremely disappeinted and distressed at the
crucifixion. * They wesa glad,” but still disappointed, in his visit
to them after his resurection. ‘Thosc disciples were enabled to cor-
tect their mistakes by the Providence of God. So can we, who be-
lieve. ' The disciples' mistake did not destroy discipleship, It was
piety, in thein to desire the Kingdom and honors-of Christ. Their
mistake, resulting from their limited knowledge, on capsaity, did not
“'mzﬁci'pi«y- Just e with us. ' L
. 6. Ik bas becw said with roproachful mrcasm, you “0an not be
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disappointed I” A3 it we held on from sheer obstinacy, or from an ¢ contiuued acknowledgewment °If (ill"'t*l- This is the word of m
assumption of inkﬁdihilily~ But l:u. |\\‘_c ;‘ny tll’m (“,iml‘s Providence, ¢ :;‘f!t;:;uxtncys.ﬁm\(:e’(:vercome by the bloud of the Lamb and the wc‘;rq3
1illing his work, is not to be belied. [tis Providence never Unll'§ ! 1y, o i
f:n:lrcd %vith hix penple, at or near the' right time, to make a fulse 9. I'inally, as N_onh knew that God"w.u with hiin, when he saw
fultillment. 'The idea would be a librd on God. It would give the ¢ tho creatures coming “two and two ” unto the Ark, As Jusepy
fic 10 all He has revealed of his Providence—or promised his trust- ) knew hiy vision to be from God when his brethren were I’o‘;":f bed
ing ohedient [‘c"l’lﬁ- We confess our mistake relative 1o Gad’s de- ﬁ).fe him. As Moses’ mother n.nd Dll;ld ﬂAﬁ'lehndsAka that G
st in these prophetic accomplishments.  We stand correeted. % 'wn'h them by a fulfillment of hnsdw'qr - A :-tz e A!?“-“ knew J.
Conscious of our fullibility we cast oursclves on Divine infallibil- ¢ to e the Messial, by events. and i w: wkee® werad®i, o, sucipluced
iy, Amen! - _ § sv we know, without a doult, that the Advent inoveinent is Diviad
“Those who reflect on us, seem not to see themeelves. - They as- ¢ In its origin. Dmne‘m ity progress. Divinely slorious will it
came that hir conception of the Adveut must be realised ; as if  in 13 resuts.  Amen!
their theury of prophetic fulGllment was wore trustworthy than the ¢ R . _
Prosidence of Ged, when fultilling his word,  This, brethren, was ) e sy smiimaa
the ein and consequent ruia of the Jews. - Instead of correcting {

their mistakes, as did the despised disciples, b Providenceand { THE NECESSITY AND CERTAINT q

prophecy, they stocd on theic * original faith.” Messiakh must cone

Voo

avcording to their concepticus, ‘I'here they stood, in a fised pe-i- 3 OF DIVINE GUIDANCE. ;
tion, 13!l ** their house was left unto them dosolate”  The disciples ¢ 1
on the ecnteary saw seripture Leing fulfilled, therefore they moved ¢ Jya, 17th, Josus said, “ Father the hour is come ; glorify thy Sei
en down the track of tewdh, with Provideace.  {lad they stepped, o ghat thy Sen may also glerifs thee ; as thou hast given him pmvﬂ'
tiey would have been left and Isst, T dare not foliow an example  gver all flesh, that he should i_rive ctemnal hie to as inany as thou hast
s fital, so sinful, as that set by the Jews, I wouldbe a ** disciple” § given himn. And this is life eternal that they migkt kuow thee the
however tauch despised. o ¢ only true God and Jesus Christ wher thou bis scut.”
7. All zuompts to re-adjnst the prophetic perieds is laber werse ¢ “The gift of God is cternal Lite thirough Jesus Cheist anr Lor.

than lest. The idea that chironologists have erred, andfhave caused © This gift is intended for 23 many as God bate given Him. Tke
us to err, leoks like playing into the hauds of Infidels. 'The Infidel y pature, the means, or pledre, of this heavenky bequest, is to know
had common scnse, if not scripture i his remarks to Bro. Miller. > the True' God and his redeeming Son.. For all such he prays,
fro. M. canuot answer him but in harmeny with the Bible doctrine ¢ Ver. 0: [ pray for them, I pray not for the world, but for them
of Providence. The integrity of Ged's word is fully maintaived, it} who thou hast gisen nre; for they are thine.” His ever prevalen
it is beiug fulilled” This shuts the mouth of Infidelity; butto ad- 7 prayer was, that they might be kept “ from the evil that is in tl
mit that the doctrine cf Divine Providence, and the promise of y world, and sanctified * through the truth.” It is only by reveal
Divine guidance, must give place to mistakes of chronologers, ex- ¢ truth that they could know the true Godand Saviour ; be sanctitied
mses us to itsloudest faugh, or its bitterest scorn.  Bro. M. says in § that is, separated from the world, and consecrated soul, body an
‘Iis Ietter of March 10: I have uo guilt in proclaiming tilne, for » spirit, to the Lord. Ver.:0: *Neither- pray I for these alone,
the time is, by God, rovealed, and wherever the iistake may be it | put for them alzo, who shall belicre on e through their seord.”
is not in my puewer to eeclffy ie. T must feave that with Ged.”— 5  Tn this solemn supplication of our Saviour, there is no mention
"I'he mistake was of precisely the same nature with that of the le( { made of any who shall be saved, except those whe belicve the truthi
‘I'welve, and others, Mat. 217 4. " ‘They overlocked the events which § (aught i his word.. Qur Lord presents his successful illtercess:ion‘
were to intetvene between that propetic fulfillinent and the King- ¢ for all who mako a believing application to his blood. * These, an
dom. They mistook our Lord's desiga in that fulfilioent. . It wal alone, aré characterised as the subjects of his prayer in par
howevcr a fulfiiment.  So in our casc precisely, God’s will was donf,. Il scriptuses. Rom, S: Heb. 7: 25. His prayer prevails for them;
" Our experience, in this. respect, hannonises with that of God’s § 4, “ He is able to save them to the uitermost’—to-inte in
peeple at every cpoch in vur world’s sad listory. They hase all { every emergensy, siding, defending, or deliverin g them 1s thelpmey m'!:
inade mistakes just like ours, notwithstanding they were honcsed of { meed: - @ue-Lord recognizes on behalf of his people the n ity!
God to act the part assigned his pecple. - Ex.'5: 21-23; Mat. 281 ¢ of Divine guidatce and succour. Escn Peter would have per‘“isshe a
56. The disciples all **forsook him and fled; yeteven in that they ¢ Liad not his Lord prayed for bim, *that his- faith- fail.not.””- They
fulfilled, Zech. 13: 7. They had inadequate conceptions of Gad's § were hated by the world, because ““chosen out of the world.” Ver. 16
revealed plas, Luke 18:.31-34, though beiug fulfilled befoce them. { «They are nct of the warld, even as I am not'of the wotld” Let
Now it would be passing strange, if’ belicvers, in this age of glery § es notic€ the leading traths connected with the ' doctring of Divine:
and wonder skould have turpassed Patriarchs, Prophets and Apos- { guidance, R . . .
tles in the accuracy of their concq{tions of Jchovah’s purpuses, or ! I. Seeing God's pecple are thus hated by this fallen world, are to

of the mauner, in which, he would accomplish thers. Then to ¢ fruil-that they could not walk, stand, ot cven * live ” but by. “ faith,"
waintain that e Aave been wiscr in this respect than all the divinely ¢ they need definite pledges of Divine “help in time of need.” Al
instructed of other nges, afteg God's Providence has proved us med | the promises recognise our dependange, and the necessity of Divine-
so, cvinces that *¢ pride which precedes destruction, agd that baagh~ ¢ guidance. We cannot go afone,. were it rigit for us to make the
tiness which goes before a fall.” e . . { endeavor ; therafore it is written, ** Truat in the Lord with all thine
8. In coufessing the doctrine of Providence, we confcss a present { heart and lean not to thine -owa' understanding.” “If an y of you
God. - This the text teaches. We confess thowsupremacy of the § [ack wisdom let him ask of God, and it shall be given him.” '%he
present Deity,  His plan comprehends agents vgluntaty and invol ( Saviour pmmh‘ed to pend'the Comforter, the Koly Ghost, to guide
untary. The drama is arranged, as sketched in prophecy. The § them iato all truth,  John }4th to 16th oh. .~ This is the witest, ho~
scene changes,—the actors appear and perform their part, and the ( liest, and- most mighty Spirit-in’ the universe:*- He is, and* cught to
entire movement in.the theatre of earth, s in harmony \\(nh be Supreme, in‘His guidance, Me has sapremacy’ over every false
. the published plan; for Providence is the Master of cerenonies. ) or fallen spirit.. To cnjoy his indwelling euergy by receiving and
‘The preparatory scenes having been acted, the finale, will soon o obeying the truth, is to be His tcmple—Vessels unto honor, meet
on our astenished, or enraptured vision. * The righteous will be ) for the Masser's use. To all such. this heavenly guide".u pledged
saved. The wicked will be damned, m‘God'l etcrnal Providence { for cver. -~ + - ' A .‘" . .
approved.” Amen and Amen, " ° S ' I1. These promises belong to His fricnds, John 13: 14 :~to
O Lord give us grace and we will “confess thee brfore men.”" Be ( the apostles aad their successors. ‘Lo I am with you always, even
“‘witnesses” for thee,—that thou “ hast set in ordec” from ancient ) unto the end of the- world." The promised guidance belongs to all
time, “ and declared it! No agency can defeat or derange the }thase who sestain the specified character. *The mcek will he
““order” which thou has declared. - When the predicted events oc- y guide in judgment, the meek will Ae tcach his wny’* ‘The wise
cur in the prescribed “ ordcr” we confess the truth of Jesus. It § shall understand.” - ‘tif any will, (is willing to) do his will, Ae she¥
does not occur ** without our Father. It does take place by the ¢ know of the doctrine, whether it be of good. Joha7: 17; Itis mere.
-direction of Providencae, a present God.  So it will be till gur Lord § history to state that the Advent people wean wiLLing to know and to
ars in Glory, till his people also * appear with 1iim i%lory." do God's will. They gave evidence of their willingness, by a cheer~
allelujah! Praise ye the Lord!! Wo are ** not orphans, @ot et { fol sacrifice of home, or good name, or all else, as the occasion de-.
manded. Tn the text, cur Lord implores help from beaven, om ait
“ who believe,"  The Adventists beksved, nay well nigh. pavoursp
their Bibles. They trembled at the word: of the Lord. ‘They had
* the beginning of wisdom.” TPhey meekly,. dﬂnlu;.ﬂy. peayerfolly
sought the “‘wisdom which cometh down from abovel - Conpaquents

comfortless. Heis present, fulfilling his word. - Arid now baving

?ulul the introductory scenes, Glory will open.  All who bave not

east away their conflidence” shall be glosioes like their. Loed
. shrough a blissfull immortality. Ameal| .
-~ My * confession” is not then an “ spology” to the world; but a
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1y, the Lard wae pledged to teach-them Mis wey. He has, il o, done it as
certainly as he is the true God.

HI. '{hog pledges of Divine nid, belong specitically to those looking for
Jesus. Howevir wuch 1men may objcot aud oppose, the promises are con-
centealed on the hated expectants of our comiog Lord. ” They are repre-
sented as servants with ¢ their loins girt and their lights burning,” wating
for Jesus. Such are “bleaned. le’ ook for'’ aud * love His appesring.’’
They are « led by the Spinit of Giod,” and having ‘ the first fruits of the
Spirtt, they GRUAN within themscives, * waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of the body.” [u this connection vur blessed Savior promises to

12 1g3n"" = to m'nd the Holy Ghost to “abide with them for ever.”
and then he prays for « o/l who belirre on Ihim throngh' the apostolic testi-
mody. We rested on these sweet proamises, we did believe with all oar
souls in his coming, and sought with all diligence the #id of the good Spirit ;
conscquently we could, nng did plead the promises as ours, in a peculiar
manner. We can not, in the tuture, pray, or study, or wasch with more sin-
cerity, or asniduily, than we have already donc. If, therefore, they have
failed ns, we can not claim any benefit from them in the future. To admit
that have failed us, is to exclude the Advent people from the pale of Divine
promise, or else to treat the promiscs as false.

B S I P2 VRPN NV P4

AN tAa-

In either case it would be perdition to us, and ruin to the Advent canse. |
[t would be utterly idle to sustain it in such circumstances; bot as God bas

fulfilled his word.most pertectly in our history, the promises are seen to be
more worthy of our trust, by so muoh, as he ins done his revealed will by
us. If, for iltustration, | had been supposed to have failed in my business
engagewents during a series of ycars, then all wonld suspect me.” They
conld not confide in e ; but suppose turther, that [ could, by bringing for-

ward the documents in the case, shew all who would listen, that | had done ¢

just what | had agreed 10 do.  Then contidence would not only be restored,

but yreatly confirmed, as to my future engagements. Preciscly so in regard
If we imagine that His promises have not been fultilled ta
his trusting, crossbearing, devoted children, it is vain to speak of trusting .

to our Savior.

Him in time to come:.  Faith cannot co-exist with doubt, Heb. M1, . Faith
is the substance of lhmgs hoped for ; and it is not possible, from the constitu-
tion of the human nind, that we can have tlus taith, so long as all the prom-

ises are supposed to have ftailed in our experience for several years. But

allow that i the complicated prophecies, we had overlooked some things
which mast be accomplished, — allow what i8 true, that these events, in the

preparatory scenes of the 2d Advent, have occurred just as God designed,

then our ground of confidence remains unimpaired.  We feel greatly con-

tirmed in the faith. Now we stand sutrong in the Lord.”  We cry ¢« be-

goae unbelief, our Savior is ncar.”  He did teach us  His way,” lle led us
at e'uch _point to do HMis will, Amen!
V. Dlyille goodness does not make us infallible, in our conception of the
~ manner in which prophecy will be fulfilled. It does not sccure us against
the ordinary mental infirmities of mankind ; but it does extend to the fulfill-
ment of the Divine will infallibly. FElse God's will may not certainly be
dune as He ¢ hath declared to his servants the prophets.’” None but infidels,
dare deny that God doce so administer his Providence, as to carry out his re-

vealed purpose ; or that he cmploys his people to do i rlnwte. -18 is bohd

, infidelity to admit that any thing can defeat or derange his purposes. The
admixsion of the possibility of such derangement, is to admit, so far, that Je-
Lovali is not supremie, — thut God is »ot God.

V{. The misconception, we frame in our minds, of the manner in which
God will cardy forward his plan, He overrules to sabserve his parpose, to
to fulfill scripture.  Our liability to crr has been the occasion for divine in-
terposition. It is absolutely necessary that God should interpose according
Lo promise, to enable us to act the part assigned to his people. Inthe plent:-
tude of his mercy, He bhas provided that we « understand,” 80 far as neccs-
vary o do His will — that we do “ know of his doetrine,” just as He has
proinised — as his servants have in all ages. They do not, av Satan said,
“hknow as Gnds,” but us men.  They do not understand as angels, but as
christians.  Wihle they know, only as christinus do, they may fot the time,
misconceive their Lord's designs in the movements of hin spirit, and Provi-
dence; though they are, at the tune, enynged in accomplishing those de-
signs.  God girded Cyrus, called hiu his shepherd W * pertornn all bis
Pleasure ;" yet, Cyrus had % not known him.”" 1 apolcon was his agent to
upheave the whole surfhce of Catholic Europe and tuke away the dominion
of “ the little horn.” Then hu wae liid aside a3 & thing of nought. God
makes « the wrath of man to praisg” Him, and “tile remainder of wrath”
mll'lle restrain.  He who thus uscs Napoleon or Nebuchadnezzar, Caesur
;f Cyras as the revolutions of earthly empire decnmud can certainly employ

" °"“d'fM ehlldrca.  He docs not guide them into their inistakes, but He
enrploys the o, wticithstainding their mislakes.  1le verifics his promises to
them in spite of all their weaknesses, énd gradaally brings them to “under.
staod,” bothi bie word end Providenoe: Thus it was with the Apostics and
Prophets. - Theé Apostles exhibited their. full share -of hamian infirmity, b
iiscunceiving the purposes of Jceus, though they were honored, w faltill
the p?spm"' conceramg his first Advent. They were “ willing to Jdo his
will ; * therefote they were' quided “ into all truth.” They did understand
o1 the unfolding purpose of Jehovah wes graduslly opened to their minds.

fill swenpture. Do they imaging that He is now to ascend the throme of
David, shis nerves thrin to ery « Hosanna.” 1lad they held their pence: God
would bave put a tonguo in the stonce, and they * would have cried out.”
Do they, theoagh fosr, Bee from the Logd, and leave hiin “ alone™; it falfills
scripture.  Does Judus scll, and Petar deny. lum, it fulfills ecripture.  Are
they atlached t Jorusalem, and. fond of the temple of -Jehovah ; avon this
is mado o‘vullbleu his purpose, that they should * hegin at Jerusalem.” Ho
with the 2d Advent ppiple, God has led them in « [Tis way,” at every turn,
andjp evary tal thay fulsi| soripture. - They conceived that Jemm would
coms iu ‘43 aad agun in "44 on the 16th day. This nerved themto do Gad's
will.  Those who are willing 19 «« 4o [lis will"’ despite all tho shame incident
to delay, “ lh_-ll know of lie doctrine.”” They having comumitted them-
. solves to (!od o guidance 8re like the apostles, indor a ALRSSCL NucmmsITY
to fulfil Hie purpose. Ia duing it voldntarily, they secaro to themaclves tho
nost oilarged promises. Bven those who are upfaithfll and ¢ faolish’* Melp
8if out tha prophetic sketch of Adveas histary. Al} classes ful8ll scripture,
each act their sppropriatn pact. O, the depth of the riches both of the wis
dom and knowledge of God! My whole being bows and adoren, .trembles

§ us. Meu cannot be converted hy.denyin

2

In every instance their weakness, as well s ignorance was uvertuled to fal- |
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(und lores. 1 am 8 worn und 1o man," hefire this wonder working

!/ Gnd!
(  The nqcenily imposcd on the viegin band to Kl out the parable, wax
), like that imposed an Cyrus by his ambition and vneegy of character to falfill
: the prnplmC{ concerning Him.  Like that resting on our Harionr. * Thas
S it bekored Christ to suffer.”” A bone of Him' conld wnat be broken” by
" the executioners ; because the scupture type, the passaver could not fadl of
{ a fulfiliment. The necessity for Jesus’ suflerings wasa dreadful necernity ;
5 0 in the revealed * fiery trial "—the *“ foller's sap,” and the & refines’s Kre
( must do ite work—on and in his people.  Character mast bhe developed.
$ Thaes wha bava nat “ail in their vesscls,” i.c. grace in their hearts tn "astain
) them WNEN bt et viaec i wie sasig secmcd aboat expiniug, must be knows .
) (od never intended that tie whole and apparently-happy * ten” shoald entey
/ the kingdom—no more, than He iatended to take all of Babylen into Heaven,
g He who said % Come oat of her my people,” hasrevealed the fact thats fys
\ of that virgin band had not ml in their vessels.” Such would want ¢ the
¢ door” openafter it was too LaTe.” The nccrusity for this developement iy
) indeed, dreadful ; yet there is this necessity.  Thusit is writlem : * the scvip-
( ture wust BE fulfilled.” Those only, who have “oil in their vessels,” with
. their lamps in their hands, can “ stand before the Son of Man.” They have
grace reigning within.  They ksow that God is trae and trustworthy, not-
withstanding their disappoiotment. They do not, dare not, deny his prow.
ise or his Proridence ; bat wait on God, as did Moses in his emcrgency ~au
- did the dsciples, betore the Pentecost. This confidence arges them with
¢ wore importunity to his throne.  He gives them increasing light, in which
they sce the Providence of God, fulfilling his purpose, by their very disap-
" pointment, by that which eonstitated their greatest ermss.  They are con-
* strained to the conclasion that neither the wrakness of his obedient children
nor “the wrath'’ of their foes, can defer, or defeat the Divine purpose. God's
s counsel will stand and He will do all his pleusure ! Linllelajub, Amen!

VIl. To deny that God docs thus guide his people isto deny God's agency
in his own great work, contradict the prayer and promise of Jrsus Christ,
, and o far o despite to the spint of grace.”” How enn the reveoled plan
* of Providence be aceomplished, but by strictly sustaining his word toward
- his trusting, crossbearing people ! Who would, or who con/d belicve God,
if, in such a crivis a8 that just precedine  tie ¢ He shwuld fail
* to fulfill s word!  “ I€ the foundations be destroyed. what ean the right-

cous do’’ toward trasting God " The Lord is in his holy temple—His eyes
" behold, His eyelids tey the children of men (I's. 11).  To deny the fulGiiinent
y.of Divine promise since 43 to those who look for and ¢ love his appearing'”
. is, wo'far to deny the Holy Ghost.  Where can his ageney be traced during
. our age if denied here?  The denial looks to me like the sin * which hath no
( forgivencas.” We “know how that aftervard when Esaa wow/d bare inke
) Tited the blessing he was rejected,” Heb. 12: 15-17. That disciple who enld
{ hin Lord found no acceptance. Is there ang pledge or promise of God to*
h those who refuse the cross, in any part of the narrow way? To those who

do not ** hold fast the beginming of their confidence, stedfast unto the end ?
( What promise is there for those who “let go’* their confidence in God's gui-
( dance, in order to get a better hold, somewhere in 4 doubtful chronology :'*
“As the Iamp of life shines only on the believer's pathway does npt the want
¢ of light denote a want of faith?. ls it not an undeniable fact that, at the
2 dispersion of the virgin band, one class had faith in God's guidance, notwith-
. standing their disappeintment, while the other lost the faith, they had before

professed, relative to the spirit'said? One class was ashemed; the other

sank down deeper into God. One class attempted to justify themselves; the
 other justified God in their guidance. Onc class having lost theis faith went
N ia various directions, e-cking support from books, from the churches or from

“ doubtful chronology ;* the other in the cxercise of a living faith, held
stronger and stronger.  Those cast way “ the beginning

These. are holding it fast ¢ stedfast anto the end.”

on their way wuing
§ of their confidence.”

Amen! )
Those whose fuith failed in the guidance they once clsimncd, are found
; among that class who shall find no adwittance to the warringe. God called
) thew oat to be ready to welcome the King of Kings,—~to bear ¢ their cross
? daily,” 6l exchanged for the crown: hut at a certain point, they, being dis-
{ appointed, refuse the ctows, by letting g« the beginning of their confidence,”
, draw back from mach that God had ‘*scaled™ by his spirit, or by bis Provi-
¢ dence, nnd joined the world (silently it 11 W) in denying that God's promn-
Y iscd guidanee had been granted them.  Sucli not heeding the spirit’s wes-
5 wage to the church of the Loadiccans will not be heard when they * knock."”
«

~~

Thia, if truc, ie 8 tremendous truth, and onght to be suppressed, no more,
It shews that the great event is just npem
God—druwing back to '3, and
thue vverlooking the chronology of Providence clear up to the eoining of the
Son of Man. I'fecl pertectly elear in preaching the Ju&mcu. righton men,
when authorided from the word and Providence of God to beheve that it in
If there be any who are Lonest hearted—any who have not consented
s to the counsel and deed of thoso who' deny the truth of Divine promise .
and Providence, they may be benefitted. It certainly can Jull nowe uh;cp;
who * have an car to hear,” to be assurcd that the baening splendor of the
day of (God, is just opening on the world!! It shews believers where.in the
succession of events weare, Noone can he reached effectually but by truth,
and that truth must be * present truth.  "Che faithful vesvant g1vee “meat in
pue vwasoN.’ The points in the parable having been pugocd,--thn irgin
band broken up,—the clamor about the door being heard. it proves that the
seanon for this portion of mcut is “due.”” The promise and Providenee of
God, proving a fulfiliment of this portion of the Parsble, [ dare not withbold
the truth ia ity " The responsibility of deliceing this truth is thought
to bo arral, but is not the rospansibility of suppresaing trath, inconceivably
renter? . : : ,
VL. Let us notice the wonderful precisinn with which Jesus sketched the
Advent history, im order to illustrate the reality of the seriptare dootrine of

Divine guidange.
The parnblo of Mat. 24 : 46-4), represcuta the Advent, and anti-4dvent,

thau the truth of Christ's euming.

i

ministry, during the preachiog of' the signs and perindsup g0 ‘43, Thenone

g io‘luﬂ. to the J:mm of a fallen :ot“. and tho other
igtaken np.  Their hutory is foretld fruin the point where they ge forth te
got their answer, ~ 1

clans with their adherents

mmed their Lord, down to the time when “the feelish
knew you mot.” . . . . .
facts geocading & margisge are employed fop this gurposs; All the-

-, Tb
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wction in the parable, precedes the nuptials, and the marriage feast.  lo not
thiggo? 1f a0, then, in the fulfillment, all tho contemplated action among
the virgin band, unst preeede the coming of the Som of Man. The scenes
o heaven afe not here represcnted, but the scencs of enrthare.  The people
o’ God are represented while waiting and watching for the coming of the
Sou of Man. Itisnot Judgment, but the scene preparatory to its execution.
¢t begine at the house of God. .

tlad Jesus cmiployed enne other fignre to represent the. same scencs in
A\lventAlmtoly, it miight secm wmare intelligible.  The going forth, in view:
of the signs and periods, preached by the taithful servants—the tarrying—the
mdnightery, the dispersion of the band when a part are. losing theit hight—
oac part rewaining out from the world and coming into & more endesring
ﬁ-lhm--hi: with Jevus, (like Noah's going into the ark before the flood,) the
other miking a subscquent claniour ebout the door, entertaining no doubt as
to their beig entitled to admission,. and qualificd for the enjoyment of the
warriage, which was then to be soon solemnized, are all distiactly marked.
These are the points in the parable. They rcpresent the feeling and action
of advcutists in ciew of their Lurd's coming. Now just allow this to enter
your munds; it may give you s more full and perfect conception of this
scripture than you have had.

But why did our Lord employ a figure that could be misconceived? For
the reason that He spake in parables at all; “because they sceing, sce not ;
and hearing, they hear not, neither do they understand,” Mat. 13: 13, The
evidence ot his coming is nearly all of this nature. It may be—it has been
misapplied to the destruction of Jerusalem. I unbelief wants & handle, it *
can find one. The toolish virgins can discover just as plausible an objection
against the fuct, that the knocking against the shut door, takes place here,
Lefore the revelation of the Son of Man, as did the churches, againet the ¢
wigns of Clrist's coming. Tl:‘:y imagine that Jesus is here the Bridegroon,
-as really a8 if he were 00 ealled, in this parable. They nay know, as nearly ¢
as unbelicf can know, that if the Son of Man should come at any ope point §
in the parable prior to the end, the rest would remain unfulfilled. Those }
“jots”’ would so far fail.

Mark (uese facts: 1st. Jesus answers the inquiry “ What shall be the sign
of thy coming > Was not Lis answer pertinent ?

2d. The parable represcats the action of Adventistsin ciew of his coming.
Those who knock do it «ith the full conviction thut they can, and ougl.. to enter.
There had been no change externally.

3d. There is a different fecli mg different action among the self-deceiv-
ed «ftes be comes; be * knows themn not.”” They ¢ wail,” and he cuts them
asunder. . .

‘This being o, the cross of this truth must be borne. It is truly the heavi-
est cross that we have met with in our christian course ; but Jesus, standing
very near, cries, “ Whosoever doth not bear Lis cross and come afier me,
canuot be my disciple."” ’ :

"The Advent cross was large — the tarrying cross was larger, because of
the rcproach which attached to faith “afer the time passed.” The Mid.
night Cry was the largest and tallest of the whole. It bore us quite out of
the world; we supposrd it would have been the last. But as it is dee
4 to0 bad" for us to confees the truth of divine promise, and the iaterposition
of divine Providenee sinid our disappointments, it brings a cross.

Some Adveut preachers and papers have united to cast contempt on those
who would not “ confess’’ and “ draw back™ to somcwhere near '43.  Those
who insintain their faith have been well nigh deloged withreproach — uany
have been carried away with the flood. [t comes for not saying or scting as
if Batan or mesnmcric sorcery had guided those who are in Scripture, charac.
terised as God's peuple.  We arce the ¢ offscouring” of the Advent band —
the recently despised expectants of glory, for confessing the word of Jesus
and the providence of God in sciting ‘“a snare” for the world. “8till we
bave aothing to glory in, save the cress, for necessity is laid on us —* yea,
wee is wnto’ us i?we s preach not” the truth of (divine guidance. There in
a moral necessity that those who share the grace should bear  the reproach
of Christ.” Those who will wear the crown, must bear the cross. The ne-
cessity which existed for Jesns to “ endure the shame’ resulting from disap-
pointed publie cxpectation, still exists, but glory be to his dear name, he
roakes his “reproach” “greater riches” than all sublunary things. The
cross has becone very sweet; it is worth more to me than worlds — still
the shut-door cross transcends all thut have gone before it. - The world, the
flesh, and the devil will not consent to the door's being shut. 1t bringssina-

- MENT T00 NEAR, makes il (00 CERTAIN. ’
" Mark ! None can deny that there is & shut-door in the Advent proph-
ecy — that Josus is answering the inquiry, * What shall be the sign of thy
coming. Nome cam deny that after the going forth, tarrying, Midnight Cry,
and dispersion of the bands, there has been a glamor about the door.” These
are facts notoriops in Advent history, answering to the representations in
Advent prophecy. . Can any but Infidels drny that they hate eccurred by the
vIrzCcTi08 of Providence? In view of God's promised guidance, dare any
Lut Infidels, deny that God has guided and sided his people while this por-
tion bf proplieey is bring accomplished? [ can see no misapplication of
these scriptures in this argument. These parts of the scene preparatory to
the Sccond Advent, cannot have transpired * without our Father:'' Matt.
10: 29, I s0, then the Advent cause iu the causs ¢f Giod, and must be con-
fessed before wen — quite through the shut-door. The next event in the
scene, is the answer of the Lord to those who insist on entering, though
Wheis fhith (light) failed. He will say, o [ know you not.” This will lead to
the “ wail” of the wicked ; Mat. 24 : 20. :

The shut-doge and the knocking must
our Lord — maet he before the actual rev
entire um of the yirgin band jn the parable preccdes the marriage. 8o
the action of thy .Mivefnti-u du!‘nnl ur falfill lge representation, nust take

In view of his coming, befors ks discards the fwri'h, and consequently,
fore he damna them. Thig being certainly oo, it must bo believed sad
cunfessed. The cross of it muet be borne. It ia no small recommendation
of Urle * crose’” that it Mings with it o # will"* to brar the * New Command-
ment” cross; (Joha 13); also tmt which attached to the salatation: Any
viaw of thess portions of truth whieh greids the.crose, Luaves opr JEOUS.
Ha is ever on the cross.  We eannot get the truth as it is in Jesus, except
we take the cross 100. Those who will not « canfess Christ”" in the shut-
deor, dare ot 1n the “ New Commandment.* They are on the popular side,

5
|
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of necemity precede this answer of
lation of the Son of Man. The
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avoiding the ormes in these points; and justifying, so far, the disobed
and unbelief of the church and world. peyne ! ence

To them the crues of Christ lns hetome irksome: They have believed
and obeyed and borne: the crose fie enough' ! ¢ {heiead of confessing the
epirit and providence of God in the past and presrny state of the nnce Virgin
band, they coofess o the world = *iraw back" from ¢ pregcnt truth,” aud
yet will havo it believed that ¢ the door’ is open. still ! -, ‘I'be clamor sbous
the door Lias occurred since the cry, it the order in whish it stands in the
Seripture, yet it is no fulfillment ! ! (lod has got tirrd, and gune awey from *
the olosing scene of strife — has left his trusting people W ehanee, ¢ doubtful
chronology,” « mesmerism,” or Satan'y sway: . !

1t looks like admitting the Divine mission of Jesus from his birth, at lus.
baptism, through his life of wonder and peril, and then, because pnblie ex-
pectation was not realized, bclicvmg that he and his cause was abanduned
to the Devil. * O fovls and sluro of heart to belicze all that the prophets hace
spioken — ocoHT NOT CHRIST TO NAVE SUFFERZED? " &c. Thus he repruved
some of the most believing. Now he characterises those whose faith &il-, as
¢ foolisk ;"' for * thus it is written, and thus it behooved” the Advent peuple
to break up afler the cry. “ Thus it is written, and thus it must be,” that
one part would wish the door open after it was ‘ sucr." ““The scripture
cannot be broken,” therefore all must take place before the Lord answers
them “ I know you not." How wonderful has heen this whole preparatory
sccae of the Second Advent! How far renioved from all human device or
desire ' ¢ How much like the * trial of faith”’ to which the servants of Jesus
were subjected at the first Advent.

Its fulfillment in our history demnonstrates the precise truth' of Advent
prophecy. It proves the presence, the power, the providence, and the proms
ised guidance of our covenant keeping God. 1hold it to be as certain that
we are among the closing scenes represented in that parable — that God has
guided us there, and that we are in that time to look with unyielding confis
dence for the coming of Jesus, ay that there is & God. That he 15 neas,
« HIS WONDROUS WORKS DECLARE.” Amen. Deity must be de-
throned, ere He would withdraw his hand from those who trust in Hin, and
fulfill the scripture relative to the coming of his Son.

IX. There s finally, a neccssity for the experience comiected with the
shut-dvor. There is uced for the shut-door™ to sepsrate us finally and for-
ever from the world, preparatory to ascension. Thus it was with Elijan.
It iv nccessary to verify other scripturcs. * As the days of Noah were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.”  Noah wentinto the Ark seven
days before the ﬂoonf. If any imagine that the analogy does not apply to the
shut-door, they should remember that there is a shut-door in the same dis-
coursc ;_in Jesus, reply to the same inquiry,* What shall be the sign of thy
coming.” Lot was separted from Sodom ; so were we by the Advent Angel
and by the Midaight Cry. Gad smote the one who * looked back' towards
Sodomn, Jesus tells us dtn those among the Adventists whose light goes out,

or faith fails) are “foolish.” They wust be detected before being rejected
« REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE” said he, as xe left the world. Those are
indeed ¢ foolish’* who * look back’ to the churches, and take “ doubtful chro-
nology "’ instead of divine promise and Providence for a pillar of cloud.

Wit is the chaff to the wheat, agith the Lord 2 bti{l chroaology is
sliding sand, God's promise is an XYXRLASTING RoCH.” .

lsracl was separated from Egypt before * the cloud™ went and stood be.
tween them and the Egyptians, preparatory to their deliverence. They were

athered out from Babylon “ at the river Ahava,” before going up to Jerusa.
ein with Esra. - “ The stone”’ was “ cut out’ from its ot mountain, not
leftin it; and does not this include the living saints? who “sleep,” are
already out of reach of worldly influence ; but those who are alive need tu be
separate from sin and sinners. The stone inust be'“ cut our"’ before the king.
dom can be “set up.” The principle pervades revelation; Luke 10: 10, 10.
There is a point beyond which God leaves men ; then his servants should leave
them as he bide; Hos. 4: 17; Heb.17: 17; Rev.22: 10,12. This ptincigla
and the sbove facts sustain the shut-door of the parable, and I see the proprie-
ty as well as the necessity of it, before the Lord shall look out with his eyes of
ﬂvamo. and say o those who applied ¢ too late,” «* Indeed [ do hot know vou."”

Let those who suspeet the promise and providence of God in the fulfilment
of Advent prophecy, read Acts13: 40; ¢ Behold ye despisers, and wonder
and perish, for [ work & work in your days, s work which ye shall in NO
WISE belicre, though a man declare it unto'you.' In the strength and ooa-
fidence of my soul I declare that God is working out the preparatory scenes
of the great and teriible day of God. If you avoid the crous of ! present
trath,’ yau sre with the world, which is nigh unto cursinig, whoee end is to be
burned. If you justify the world you condemn God, and must perish be-
ncath his frown. . : . . .

In conelusion, I remark that this view is sustained by the faith of christians
in christian-experience. Bro. Miller said March 20th, of the Tth month, ¢ If
we are right in believing in experimental religion, I amsure ] mever expe
enced o more bely and beneficicnt effect in my life than then; and one thing
f do know, if the Advent brethren were ever blessed, they wete then.' This
is the ductrine of this discourse. We had bette? rush on forked lightning,
than ¢deny’ the Holy-Ghost in the Advent expenenfe—bm'u _be plunged
into a fiery furnace, than deny God who is 3¢ consuming fire.

The points of the parable have been by Providence, verified down through
the shut-doer to the clumor of those whose light of faith failed them. As o
sparrow doee not fall ¢ vithou; our l-(‘;;scr.' this h“t n:t tn:qplred but by :::
vine direction. [ dare mot den so far as to deny his ageney in ¢
world's great crisis.  * 1 we den; him, he CONNOT DENY HIMSELF.

To present the necessity of this discourse, let me say thet many souls are
famishing for this bread. . They have been taught by mhgn and papers te
douit, and they dare not, cannof trast in God ﬁrml{. On solid pavement they
could walk, but not knee-deep in mud. We * walk by fuith,' not by doubt—
by faith in God's truth, not in man's doubtful chronalogy. This
cﬁmnolo'y is a perfeot ‘slough of despond,' in which [ ses that untold num-
bers are sinking to perdition. It is so plausible that many seem o suspect ':l.'
1t would ¢ dcceive, if possible, the elact’ ; and no marvel, fur Batan himse
is transformed into an sugel of light.'" . .

In strong contrast we have from the lipe of Jeaus his evee prevalent ’n”d'
and unfailing promise of guidanes. He says, « My shoep bear my sorce o:
they FO W NE.". lﬂo doctrine of Divine Providence is certalnly s u
different compouad te feed the ¢ little: finck” from thea that of dou U .
selogy or moameriam. Une ia ! from Heaveu’ the other reus e
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A distinguished lecturer is understood fo have said,
«'The 10th dav movement wasy a liey and much of 45 o
mistake.”  « The Voice of Truth” in extracts of letters,
Jan 28, 216, savs, “ 1 believe jt was ‘a smeere, honest, ¢
human mistake, and it would have been an hounor to «
any one to confess it,” and “not lay it tothe Lord.”

~ o~ -~ ~ -

aueey and the providence of God, which Jesus taught.
Iis * gniding spirit of grace,” and his Leneficent care,
are pledaed for the guardianship of those 3 willing to do
his will;? looking for, and loving ¢ his appcaring.”
"T'rue he led Isracl and his fiest disciples « by @ way they
knew not.” vet he guided them in -« his way.” Amen.
This is all that is claimed in relation to the Advent move-
ment.  God has gnided us to do his will infallibly.  [le
overrules alike + the wrath” of foes, and the weakness
of riends ¢ to praise him.” His praise is sceured by
sustaining his promises and fulfilling precisely, the whole
of Advent prophecy. Jesus once suftered — now he is
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THE ADVENT TESTIMONY.
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Call the reputed prous of that age.
s while the repenting publicans were saved. The lighe
“heaming fremn prepheey fudiilled, dees not compel as-

- <

“disobeyed God, they could not ohey without repenting.

¢ But as repentance 18 the result of couvietion, as convie-

tion of guilt iy produced by an adinission of the truth,
and as they would he rather than echoit the trnth essen-
tial to conviction, there was no hope for thewm,  They

- could not reeeive Messiah 6l they had believed in John's
2 b TR L . . . . . . / . .
This is a virtual denial of the promise of Divine guid-

] . 1 ANERYY
Ve e

o iccaied plan, that @ vopee”
was to introditce Messiah, They were shat vp to yes

pentance cre they could advance one step towaid the .

kingdom. This applies to all who assume a wiong po-
sition. It is common sense 5 itis Scripture.  From our
point of obscrvation, we sce that John's Baptism was
from Heaven: but to us the adission involves no cross.
It is now no test. "Then it was a test: thongh the truth
was clear o the eve of faithy it was rejected by nearly
Thus they were lost,

sonty nerer did, however elear it may sow seew to s,

coming himself to reign — and [ must confess him in all
his truth — in all his commandments; Rev. 22: 14.

The falling away of the floolish, and the consequent
trial does not disprove, but confirm the doctrine. It he-
ing sketched in the prophecy of the preparatory scenes
of.the Advent, it must be found in Advent history, as
certainly as Jesus is « the Christ.”  Amen.

Ouc word to thosc who say that they cannot see;
rather for the instruetion of those who cun see. Those
who were unirilling to admit the truth of Christ’s Mes-

John’s Baptism was reaarded ahout as has been the See-
ond Advent movement; but public espectation uot be-
ing realized, it was doubted, given up, aud finally John
himsell doubted. Mat. 11 3. Being disappotnied. e
doubted. '
Let me chanee the form of enquiry.
Movement, is it from Heaves, or of men ?
¢ With all the assurance of my soul, I answer, from
¢ Heaven.
_ } L Because the Second Advent is the crowning doc-
siahship found an cxcuse — those not willing to see the * tiine of Reveladon.  Those who announced it, bore
Seccond Advent at hand in 3 found a reason — those -+ the Diviie credentials. John 7: 17, 18.
not willing to take the cross of the “ New Conmnand--; 2. They produced by it all the phenomena of picty,
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ment,” exploin its binding authority away, as cas- (2 the eftcets of truth..” It separated us from the world.

ily as does the Iufidel every other Divine requirement. ﬁ J. There'was to be a movement like this, to intro-
We must he WILLING 1o ¢ confess Jesus Christ as : duce the Second Advent, as John’s ministry pre pared

Lord” — Sovereign of our whole being —our faith and ¢ the wav at the first.  Mat. 21 2 46-50 ; Rev. 1}: 6,
e ] o] 7 A b b]

our worship. Then we can sce, then we can take up ¢ 75 Hab. 20: 4; Mat. 25: 13,
his cross — ¢ follow him” throngh the scenes sketched :
in the parable, and-thus by his grace Le borne onward ; the exact time for this movement. It did ot occur
into “glory, noxor, and IMMORTALITY.” Amen_ > hefore 13, therefose it must have come to pass since.
-t » It is as impossible that such a movement should be coun-
i T : " afedted, at the risht tme, as that John's Baptism should
THE BAPTISM OF JOHN. : f}‘lla\‘c Leen. Jolm.
Whence tcas it, from Heaven or of men? — Mat. 21 1 has at the crisis of. the Second Advent.
23-32. From [caven, because, 1. He bore the Divine ¢
credentials.  [{e came to them in “the way of right-
cousness ;7 sgught not his own glory.  John 7, 18.°
2. The fruits,of hig labors were, gs fat as they could ex- ; : . . :
tend, most beneficent: bad men became good. Mut.’l'hc going out of the most sp!nmul}y mmded,‘ llfe
7: 20. 3. There was in Jehovah’s revealed purpose « | H4FT¥ing, the Miduight Cry, the dispersion of the virgin
hiarbinger of Messiale, «a voice cr\"illg in the wilder- . Innd, qnd tl\(: clamor u'l)out the door, is of Hce!vml,‘ i
ness, preparc ye _t_hc,.,way of the Lo}d." Jsa. A0; Mal. ;or not." [t is not an ls(_)la‘tcd cvcx.lt, but a s«.‘m-:ll pl
3. A The time h§d~come‘for Messiah to be manifest- ;(:w!\ts, in the exact order of succession ropm.:fmm |!|
ed, consequently there could he no occasion to doabt ¢ Scripture. ~ Don’t say that you ¢ cannot tell ;7 but biee
that his precursor had appeared. ‘Fhe certainty that * ORCst. L
there. could not be a counterfeit  voice in the wilder-3  If it be “front [feaven,” then the Judgment iy righe.
ness,” or deceitful messenger going - Lefore Messiab, at § on us. 1t so, then nouc of those who have refused faith
the right time, bearing the” Divine credentials, was as | and obedienee caz belicve till they repent. The pros-
1bsolute as that there was a God, whose providence | ject of this is less than that of '!lc JQ“"Sh pricsts, by so
Toverns the wotld.”. The scribes and pricsts were non- S 1auch as their guilt is greater, 1t being against greater
-ommittal ; the{ofound it convenient not to know — (o | light. : '
iny rather than bo corncred in ‘argument. They were 5 O Lord, et not Br. Miller doult, as did John.
'cputcd.' wisc “and- devout, yet their case was more SJysus’ sake, do grant him confirmation. Amen.
1opeless than that of ¢ publicans and harlots.” ‘They o ' :
aving rejected John and his ministry, could not now
selieve till they had repented of that sin. Having thus f
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Itis incredible

stch a mosement be counterleited.
Come now, don’t be aftaid, tell ns whether the wri-

For
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Y believe in God believe also in e, siith Jesus.

Jolm came at the erisis of the first, ax this.

Y. The time having come to expect the Lord. it is’

that the Bille doctrine of Providence be true, and yet

ting out of the vision, the annunciation of the Judament,



