The Chureh Officers’ Gasette

Voo, XV

MAY, 1920

No. 5

The Church Ofﬁcers; Gazette

Tsgued monthiy
Prinfed and published by the

REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
at Pakoma Park, Washington, D. C., U, 8. A,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Yearly Subseription - - - B - - - M - $ .90
Clubs of two or more copies to one address, one year - - - .75
Hoiror - - - - - - - T. E. BoweN

A8s0CIATE EDITCRS - - - M. E. KErnN, J. A, STEVENS
* EDITORIAL QOUNCIL

J. L, MCELRANY Q. K. MeYERS H, Xorz

Entered as second-clags matter, January 20, 1914, at the post office at
‘Washington, D. C., under the Act ¢f Congress of March §, 1879,

Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in
Sec, 11013). Act of Octoher 3, 1917, authorized on June 22, 1918,

Chureh Officers’ General
Ingtruction Depaviment

Special Appointments for the Month of
May
Home MISHOUATT -.cvvmeireremsrcasmscecosareemmecrmneniiscrennrsrescsneneennce. MAY 4
Foreign Misgions Bally . s rneeees e May 18

Some Texts to Which We Are Cited

Uxoek the titls, ¢ True Education in Ouwr Churches,” in
“ Pogtimonies to Ministers,” page 125, is found a siriking
statement. Think of it! —the Lord, pointing His finger to
texts and saying to us Seventh-day Adventists, “You need to
study every word as for your life.” It would scein there could
e nothing move important, then, than that we should do so.
Here is the parvagraph:

# er of James, Practice the truth in
yom:-& gzgyﬂiief:f‘;?(ii yﬁf Ii\fill know the work that the Lord has
given you to do. Read also the fourth chapter, especially verses
5-12; ‘and chapter 5, especially verses 13-20. These chapters
are o dead letter to the larger number of those whe claim to
e Beventh-day Adventists. I am directed to Mpomt you to
these seriptures, and to the seventh chapter of Matthew. You
need to study every word as for your lfe”

If {ue Lord admonishes us that these seriptures “are a dead
letter” to the majority of Seventh-day Adventists, it would
seem that we alt would de well, ehureh elders, ministers, and
people, to take our Bibles and not only study what these por
tions of Gods word say, but see to it that these trulhs ave made
a part of our very lives. It will be by dotng what Ged tells us
0 do in thege texts that we shatl “ know the work that the Lord
has given * us “ to do.”

Jamee 2 deals with practical veligion. It talke about having
foith, and the genuine “ faith of our Lord Jesus Chriat,” to?.
This ehapter starts i (verse 1) by telling us to bave this
faith, but net with respect to persons. We are to reee‘}ve and
love and feltowship the peor the same as the rich, showing no
partiglity. To be partial to the rich, neglecting the poor, is
to min. Verge 9,

We use verse 11 in emphasizing how one who, while seeking
to obey His commandments, tramples upen God’s Babbath, thus
breaking one eommandment, is guilty of all All this is true.
Also the one who-is void of mercy,— that mercy which takes
hold to helpla destitute brother or sister or neighbor— is guilty
of bresking the commandments. If oue ig lacking in the doing
of these deeds done by our Lord and Master, there can be
no value attached to a professiof of His taith. Of such Faith,
-without corresponding works, the seripture asks, * What’ doth

it profit? ” then eoncludes, “ Tven so faith, if it hath 1ot works,
is dead, being alone.” Verses 14, 17,

God’s moral law is a practical, everyday working document,
It is not a dead code. It is a living royal law (verse 8), and
must be put to a daily use. It is to be our locking-glass, in
which we may see reflected the perfect image of Jesus,

“TRend the second chapter of James. Practice the truth in
your daily life, and you will know the work that the Lord hag
given you to do.” “Tf we decide that in these last days we
have no work assigned to us that ig ount of the eommon course
of the nominal churehes, we ghall meet with great disappoint-
ment. . ., » Unless the work is first done in their {Seventh-day
Adventists’] own hearts, all the specifie directions that might
be given to point ouf their eourse of action, will be labor in
vain’—* Festimonies to Ministers,” p. 125,

This second chapter of James reveals the righteousness of
Jesus, and how it is imputed by faith unto us:

“Wilt thow know, O vain man, that faith without works is
dead? Was not Abraham our father justifiad by works, when
he had offered Tyaae his son upon the altar? Secest thou how
Faith wrowght with his works, and by {sueh faith] works was
faith made perfect? And the seripture was fulfilled which
aaith, Abraham belleved God, and it [his obedient faith] was
imputed unto him for righteousness: . . . see them how that
hy works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” Verses
20-84,

It was not until Abrabam, one hundred twenty j;eal‘s old,
had made that three days’ journey to Mt, Moriah, where God
had teold him te go, had built an altar, had made kmown to
Isaac that he was to be offered as a saerifice, had affectionately
bidden him farewell, had bound him wupon the wood of the
altay, and had raised his hand to slay his son, that God pro-
claimed, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou
anything unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God,
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.”
It way right heve that God again, swearing by Himself, re-
unewed unte Abrabam His covenant promise that through him
[the Seed, Christ] should all the families of earth be blessed,

“ Abraham’s great aet of faith stands like a pillar of light,
illaminating the pathway of God's servants in all sueceeding
ages. . , . There ave many who fail to undergtand the relation
of faith and works. They say, ¢ Only belisve in Christ, and you
are safe. You have nothing to do with keeping the law.’ But
genuine faith will be manifest by obedience. Said Christ to
the unbelleving Jews, ‘ If yeo were Abraham’s children, ye would
do the works of Abraham. "-—* Patriarchs and Prophets,” pp.
153, 154 .

We Seventh-day Adventists must look “into the perfect law
of hberty,” and continuc therein, squaring our lives by these
holy precepts. This will work eut in our lives the life of Christ
which that law reveals,

“ What doth it prefit, my brothren, though a wman say he
hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him¢ Tf a
brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one
of you'say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them nof those things which are
needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if
it hath not works, 1s dead, being alone.” James 2: 14-17,

It ig the not deing of the works of faith which reveals the
iack of a gemuine faith in Christ, that this seripture is talking
about, and to which our attention is especially called. Jesus
went about deing good. He ever ministered to those in need,
and we are to follow in His steps. This iz not saying that
by doing of these works we esrn merit, earn the gift of ever-
lasting life. Not ab all, for ever and always it is true that “ by
grace are yo saved through faith; and that [even thiz faith
we exorcise is a gift of God to us] not of yourselves:-it is
the gift of God: not of works, lest apy man shonld boast.”
Eph. 2: 8, 9. Al boasting is excluded, whether baged on exer-
cised faith or exereised works, for all the glory of it belongs
to Gad only. Bat let no one conclude that the deing of good
works, ministering ts others iz need, has no part in God’s
scheme for the salvation of gouls, for' the Seriptures make it
plain that it has. And further, God expects thig blending 'of
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faith and works together in His plan for our lives— ns mani-
festhd in the life of Christ among men,
“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from

all intquity, and purify unte Himself a peculiar people, zealous,

of good works” Titus 2:14, “Having your conversation
honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speale against
you as evil-deers, they may by your good works, which they
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation” 1 Peter
9:12, “'We are His workmanship, ereatad in Chyist Jesus unio
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” FEph. 2: 10, {See also Matt, 5: 16; Titus 3: 8;
Heb. 10: 94; John 10; 32.) -

Receiving and Dismissing Members

It is distasteful to me to see the Sabbath worship hour turned
into a formal business meeting for the reception or dismissal
of mémhers; and I often ask myself, Ty this necessary?”

The purpose of making a motfion and waiting for a secend
in a business meeting, as X understand it, is to avoid bringing
anything before the deliberative assembly unless at least two
pevsons desire to see the question discussed and seled upen,

In the matters above mentioned there is no such need. The
usual order is for the church board first to consider these names,
So they eome to the church recommended by its constituted
board. The matter of waiting for some one in the congregation
to make a motion, and then the sometimes painful wait for a
second, seems an unnecegsary formality., No onc ever thinks
for one moment that there is any objection to bringing these
neesgsary apd recommended mafters to a vote, It would be
much less formal and more in keeping with divine worghip, if
the elder or pastor would say, after presenting the nawmes:

“'These requests for letters to join other churches, which
your officers
lagt Sabbath. No one has objected, and in harmony with our
custom we will take action to-day. As many as favor granting
letters t0 the persons whose names have been read, make ii
known by the uplifted hand. If any are opposed, let them
ghow 1t by the same sign, The letfers are granted.”

Likewise a similar statement could be made preceding the
vota for receiving members into ehureh tellowship, there having
besn ng chjection raised concerning any name during the week
since the first reading of names, M. E. Kxgx,

v

Appointing the Nominating Commitiee

“In appointing the nominating committee, should all the
officers holding office at the time be placed on the commiites?
or should a per ceut of its members be frem the members of
the church??

It is not considered wise or necessary that any considerable
per cent of a nominating committee be chogen from the staff
of officers seyving in the chureh, FPreferably the larger per
cent shoyld be chosen from those in the church not sexving as
officers. |Should some, posgibly ths greater numbey, of the pres-
eut officers be favorably comsideved by the nominating eom-
mittee for reappoiniment, it would prove less embarrassing for
such that they should not be on the committee. Further, this
plan avoids what in some ingtances becomes a gerious charge,
that helding officers seem to manipulate affaivs ec as fo re-
appoint themselves. This should never be the case, for there
ig no place in the work of God for the bringing in of worldly
political tinethoﬁs in the eonduct of Christ’s work upon esrth.
In the ehoesing of a nominating committee, representative per-
sons familiar with the different departments of church work,
guch as the Missionary Volunteer, Sabbath gchool, and home
missicnary, should be chosen as members of the committec, thus
giving caveful constderation to the selection of those for officers
who ghall serve all the interests of the eburch.

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”
Phil. 2: 8. “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exerelse
dominion over them, and they that are [counted} great exercise
authority upon them, Bui it shall not be so among you: but
whosoever will hs great among you, let him be your minister
[one to helpfully minister unto others]; and whosocever will he
chief among you, let him be your servant.” Matt, 20; 25-27.

These are the prineciples given us by the Great Shepherd,
not .only to govern ug in the seleetion of officers, but to guide
them, as well, in their service for the churech, T, E. B,

ave recommended, were read before the church -

Home Migsionary Depariment

“ Ministry of Literature ”

Suggestive Program for Home Missionary
Service
(Sabbath, May 4)

OrpENING SoNG: “ TUrge Them to Come,” No. 531 in ¢ Christ in
Song.”
PRAYER.
ANNOUNCEMESTS,
Trest SasBaTH OFFERING FOR CHURCH MrssloNskY WoRK.
CrURCH MISSIONARY SECRETARY’S REPORT,
Sowg: “ Heir of the Kingdom,* No, 679 in “ Christ in Song.”
BsLe Stypy.
Apprrss: “ The Literature Ministry.”
Rraping: “ A Mission for Every Beliover.”
TArLk: “inishing the Work.” .
PRESENTATION 0F LOCAL PLANS FOR LITERATURE WORE.
Crosing Sone: “ Entire Consecration,” No. 316 in * Christ in
Song.”
BENEDICTION,
Notes for Leaders

This frst Rabbath Missionaly Service is one of the most
important of the whole year, and the missionary commitiee
should give eareful consideration to the program and the work
which will follow. The distribution of our message-filled Iif-
erature ig a vital faetor in bringing the knowledge of this
blessed {ruth to the world; and as we near the end, this ageney
will be used mightily of God to eall His children oub of
Babylon, The loud ery is fto be given through this mediom
and through the living teacher, Every church should have a
well-defined plan for distributing literature iu its mission ter-
ritory. Trem house to house, through: the mails, single eopy
sales, tract vacks, and by other means, the literature is to be
gown broadcast. Has your chureh a definite program fo carrvy
the message in printéd form to every home in ibs distriet? If
not, the missionary committee should lay definite plans to this
end. The month of June is a most opportune time to start
a gystematie distribution of the Family RBible Teacher, Present
Trwth, or tracts, as the summer mwonths lie shead, and the cam-
paigh ean be nicely finished before Harvest Ingathering fime.
The following is a suggestive list of the various lines of Hi-
erature ministry whieh may be carried on in your church:

Systematie distribution of Present Truth or ths
Family Bible Teacher,

King’s Pocket League.

Howe Bible Study League (systematic eorrespondence),

Magazines and periodical work. .

Lending books and magazines.

Tract racks,

Literature work for foreigners.

Finally, remember that your confersduce Home Missionary
secretary stands ready te assist you in working out your mis-
gionary plans. Seek higs counsel and help. Your Baok and
Bible House may slse have some interesting offers along lit-
erature lines. But start gomething! Don't let your church
drag along without a definite program of missionary aetivity,
We must be wide awaks, for opportunities are coming o us
now which may not come our way again. ‘Let the gospel mes-
sage ring through our churches, summoning them fo universal
action,” iy the admenition frvom the servant of Ged. Our litera-
ture work wins souls, and if we faithfully sow the seed and care-
fally follow up its interests, a rich reward awaits.

HoME Missionaay DEPARTMENT.

Bible and “ Testimony ” Study

1. AT the time of Hiz ascension, what vesponsibility did the
Baviour place upon His peopled Matt, 28; 19, 20,

2, Is it the Lord’s plan for every individual to have a part
in the carrying out of this commission? Mark 13: 34,

3. How did the members of the early church relats them.
gelves to this program? Aets 8:1, 4; 11: 9-20. You will nots
that a great laymen’s mwissionsry movement developed shorily
after Pentecost.

4. What is one of the most effective means of missionary
Iabort

“One of the most effective ways in which light ean be com-
municated is by private, porsonal effort’— Testimonies,” Vol.
VI, p. 428,

5. What cutstanding example among many do we have of
personal ministry in the experience of our Baviour? John
3:1-81; 4: 6-42. ’

Norg,— Nicodemus later united with the early church. The
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woman of Bamarin immediately became 2 missionary in her
own eity.

6, What man prominent{ among the diseiples and in the early
ghurch was the fruitage of personal lahor? John 1:40-42.
Note verses 43-46 relative to the call of Nathanael.

7. What noted personage of Ethiopia was won to the gospel
through personal eontact? Acts 8: 26-39,

8. What line of service provides am avenue through which
every one may have a part in soul serviece?

“Qur publications are now sowing fhe gospel seed, and are
instrumental in bringing as many souls to Christ ag the preaehed
word. Whole churches have been raised up ag the result of their

cireulation, In this work every diseiple of Christ ean act 2
part.”— Beview and Herald, June 10, 1880.

9, What promised aid is given those who engage in personal

" work?
“ By personal lahor reach those around you. ., . Angels of
God attend you to the dwellings of those you visit, This work

eannot be done by proxy.—* Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p. £1.
10. What conelnsion mupst I draw from these texils and quo-
tations?
Answer— Thaf the Lord would have me earnestly engage in
personal work for the salvation of my fellow men.
C. A. BCRIVEN,
H. M, Sec. Atlantic Union Conference.

Literatare Ministry
J. W. MACE

To a world, in one generation, a gospel message must be
given, by a small people of 275,000, to a world of 1,900,000,000
people, with a changing population, for one dies every time the
cloek ticks,— 109,000 every day, 40 millien every year,— and
every year there come upon the stage of action 60,000,000 young
people who take up the world's task afresh, and to whom the
message must be given anew. They are scattered in every
gorner of this great world, but we must find them, for it is
not only & mnational but an individual message. So when the
mesgsage comes to each one of us individually, we are to be
willing to go wherever God may direct, for “ go ye ” means every
ong of ug, and “into all the world ” means anywhere we may
be called to work for Him,

Thig is an impossible task when we logk at it from the
human standpoint, for our resources are far from heing ade-
quate to the enormity of the undertaking. No advertising plans
have ever been laid fhat would accomplish the results for
which this denomination works. Our propositien is wonder-
ful, but it seems well-nigh impossible, However, God has said
He will give ns the “all power,” and for this reason He gays,
“Go ye,” and with every plan that is divinely laid there ie
always power to carry it out guccessfully.

Farly in the preclaiming of this message, instructien came
from the servant of God that very largely through the printed
page this truth was to be given to the world; that it was to
be like streams of light going arsund the world. Later om,
23 the work pregressed, came this word, “In a large degree
through our puhlishing houses Is to be mecomplished the work
of that other angel whe comes down from heaven with preat
power, and who lightens the earth with his glory,” Again it
is stated, “The publications sent forth frem our publishing
houses are to prepare a people to meet God. Throughout the
wozld they are to do the same work that was deme by John
the Baptist for the Jewish nation” The message of John the
Baptist was, “ Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” 8o the literature wili carry a message, a eall to repent-
ane¢e, because the coming of Christ the second time s mear
at hand.

Our literature iy going inte all the world in 132 languages,
from more than fifty puhlishing cenfsrs; it is being seattered
in the form of traects, magazines, and books, like the leaves of
autamn; hy cclporteurs,—an sxmy of 2,500 or more,~— who
are carrying it directly to the homeg of the people, along the city
gtreets or along the country roads into the dark corners of the
earth, * the holes of the recks,” as Isaiah cally out-of-the-way
places. These colporteurs are of many a race and nation; they

are “the John the Baptists who prepare in the desert a high-
way for the missionary,” They are saerificing home and
friends and comforts in order that the eall of God may be
extended. When some one remarked to Brother Lopes, our
veteran istand worker, who had left his wife and large family
of childven for nine months to carry the message to Venezuela,
that it was a hard thing for him to do this, he said, “ I love
my family as well as any one else loves his family, but I love
this message more; and if I do not do this necessary work, who
will do it7”

Theun we have a greaf anxiliary army of literature distributers
in our churches, who distribute our tracts and sell our mag-
azines and small Chisis books everywhere. Aund regarding all
this vast flood of literature, which is eompared in Exekiel 47 to
a mighty river, it seems to the writer that as Christ said not
one gparrow should fall to the ground withont our Father, so
not a leaf of the printed present truth will £fall to the ground
withont His notice.

A brother told me how his attention was first called to the
truth for 4his time. He was waiting for a train in the north
country in the wintsr. Tt was a very eold day, and the icy
wind was blowing, go he fook refuge hehind the little sheltar
erected for passengers. As lte stood there watching the wind
blow the snow in iey gusts, he noticed that every gnst fluttered
a paper eanght in the harhed-wire fence, and his curiosity was
aroused, so that he finally braved the tempest and picked up
the fluttering -paper, whieh was a copy of Present Truth. He
earefully folded it and placed it in his poeket to read later and
presexve, Afterward more light came to him, and he accepted
it. Ome of our veleran colporteurs, hefore be knew of this
truth, had a dream one night in which he saw three angsls
flying over his house, and they carried a little paper that at-
tracted his attention. One week after this a eopy of Present
Truth wag sent to him, and he recognized the resemblance be-
tween this and the little paper he had secn in his dream, He
was inferested, and wenf regularly to his post-office box to
get the paper, the reading of which led him into the message.

It was only ancther ease of salvaged literature when Cap-
fain Jones, who gailed his ship from New York to England,
came out on hiz deck one morning and pieked up some pages
of one of our tracts. The iast page coutained the address of
the puhlishers, and he sent for more literature. The next we
heard ahout him was that he wag selling this literature on the
streets of Southern cities. Later God ecalled him far away to
the New Hebrides, the Belomon Islands, and New Guinea, where
ke has hroughf thousands from the darkness of cannibalism to
the light of the gospel,

A drunken man was reeling along the street of a Korean
eity one night, and some one handed him a traet on the third
angel’s message. He put it into his poecket, and when he came
to the gate of the ecity, elimhed to its top, aheut sixty feet,
and sat down. He pulled this traet out of his pocket, and
leaning over the top of the gate, threw the traet down, and it
landed in the mud at the bottom. When he was sober, e went
dewn, picked up the traet, and carefully wiping it, took it
home and read i, Ulilimately he accepted this message,

We have been sowing the seed for many years, and now we
have come to the time of reaping. More than $70,000,000 worth
of literature has been distributed during these years. In many
homes thig liferature still les unread, but ths time is ecoming
very soon when it will be read, and the message contained
therein will be a witness lo tha people, whe will accept or re-
jeet it. Bui in many homes this literature is greatly prized,
In the Northland a man secured a copy of “ Bible Readings for
the Home Clircle,” and decided to keep the Sabbath. There
being no Adventist church in hig locality, he and his wife went
to tue Baptist church the first Sunday night to meeting. While
they were gone, his house and all the contents were burued.
The letter that came fo the publishers was nol to bemoan the
fact (hat he had met with such a heavy loss, but to say that
the copy of “ Bibie Readings ” had been burned with the rest,
and to ask that if possible he bs sent a damaged copy, as he
was not able to pay much because of hie heavy loss,

A lady said the other day, “I would rather lose any article.

of my furniture than thiz good book that has been such a
help to ms.” A German farmer borrowed a Garman ¢ Bible
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Readings ” from hig neighbor, and kept it for months. When
the man asked for its retuyn, the farmer said, “1I will not
return 1t,” and there wag considerable controversy regarding it.
Pinally the farmer said, “ Wait a moment,” and he went in
and wrote a check for $100, When he came out he said to
his neighbor, * Take your choice,” but the neighbor ssid, “1
want my book,” He was finally perswaded to take the cbeek
instead.” In the South some years ago a man sswl to a col-
porteur, It wonld take a bale of cotton o purchage that
book.” The colporteur replied, “ It is worth a bale of eotton,”
and the man took it. In Wisconsin another farmer said, “ It
will take a gallon of cream to purchase that book” The col
porteur gaid, “It is worth & gallon of eream,” and the man
took it. In far-away Western Canada a Danish woman hrought
to the colportenr as first payment a family heirloom, a pold
Tin, that she had treasured for years, having hromght it from
Denmark, but she wanted the book more than that, believing
that it had a real message for her.

And the spirit that is in the literature and in the heart of
the worker, manifests itself in fruitage. A eolporfedr canvass-
ing in a2 Western State in January of this year, came to & home
where he reeeived an invitation to cnter. As he proceceded to
show his book, the lady asked, “ What denomination publishes
that hook?” He answered, “ Beventh-day Adventists.” She
gaid, “I am so glad. I have been waiting for years to get in
touch with Seventh-day Adventists. My grandmother wag the
only one I ever saw, and when she died, I gave up tha faith
I want my four children hrought up Seventh-day Adventists.”
As she placed her order for the book, tears of joy rolled down
her faee, hecause ghe had found the people of her choice.

Ag one of our colporteurs came to a home to deliver “ Our
Day in the Light of Prophecy,” the woman said, I will not
take the book, and you canuot compel-me to do so”* The eol-
porteur had no intention of foreing her to take it, but talked
a little while, hoping that she might decide to take it, which
she did. As they were talking, her hughand eame home, evi-
dently a carpenter, and the colporteur said, “ When we get to
the new earth, we will not huild houses for other people, but
we will build houses and inhabit them, and plant vineyards
and eat the fruit thereof.” The man said, “Is that in the
Bible? I never heard of it.”” 8o the eolportevr showed him
the passages, and talked to him about the message for to-day.
Coming back the following day to bring this interested man
some tracts, the colporteur said, “ When you bhave read tha
message in the book ‘Ouwr Day and have aceepted if, won't
you give me your old snuffhox?” (He bhad seen this in the
man's poeket the day hefore.) The man replied,  Bless you,
my brc')ther, 1 threw that old snuffbox away before yom were
out ofl sight yestorday” Now that man and his family are
Beventh-day Adventists, and members of our churel, . .

The field is truly white to harvest, and the laborers are tew.
Let ug ot only pray for laborers, but be willing to go ourselves
whorever He mny call. “ The call of the hour iz answered by
the coming of the mau” “To every man huws work,” applies
to you and to me. Let nothing hinder us from doing what we
ought to do in view of the spon-eoming of our Saviour.

A Mission for Every Believer

ALL eannol be ministers or misslonaries and pive all their
time to direct Christian work, but there is one form of Chrls-
tian service that every one may undertake, and that is literatura
distripution, “Out of the abundance of the leart the mouth
speaketh ¥ (Matt. 12: 34), but how far will the speaking reach?
How thankful ought we to be for the printed page, which not
only -carries the message to quarters whish the voica often fails
to reach; bnt also preserves the impressions of truth when the
sound of the human voiece speaking it has died away. True,
leaden fype will never take the place of the human voice, but
we ought to be thankful for the blessed aid it renders to the
human veiee,

Literature can go everywhere. It can go many-places you
caunot go. It knows ne fear, never tires, can’be multiplied
witheut end by the press, can travel ab little expeuse, - needs
no publie.room to tell its story. It can tell it in the kitchen,

It takes no nofe
No one ean hetray it into hasty
expressions, It never guarrels, never loses its temper, never
answers back. It sticks to its story, and ean tell it over and
over again, The noiseless literaturs ean go into homes where
men and women sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.
To many it is their only chanee to0 hear and to live. Traets,
books, papers,— silent messengers,—~ work while we sleep, and
will continue their ministry after we have been lald to rest.

A minister gave a Negro a traet. He asked him what he
thought of it. “Oh, massa, it do my sowl good. I mevey knew
before why dey call ’em tracks, but when I read dat little hook,
it track me dis way and it track me dat way; when I go ont
in de barm, it track me darve, and when I come hack in de honse,
it track me dare; it track me everywhers I go. Den I know
why dey call ’em tracks.”

What a thrilling histery might be written concerning the
work of literature! Richard Sibbs wrote a little tract entitled,
% The Bruiged Reed.” A fin peddler gave it to a hoy named
Richard Baxter; throngh reading it he was brought to Christ.
He wrote “ A Call to the Unconverted.” Among the thousands
saved through it was Philip Poddridge, who wrote “ The Rise
and Progress of Religion in the Boul” It fell into the hands
of William Wilbarforce, the great emancipator of the slaves in
the British colonies, and led him to Christ. Wilherforce wrote
“ A Practical View of Christianity,” which fired the heart of
Legh Richmond. He wrote “ The Dairyman’s Daughter.” Be-
fore 1849, as many a3 4,000,000 copies were eirculated, and it
has testified for Christ in more than fiffy different languages.
Look at this! Not a flaw In the chain! Richard Bibbs, Richard
Baxter, Philip Doadridge, William Wilberforece, Legh Richmond,

A man stepped into a street ear in New York, and hefore
taking hiz seat, gave to each passenger a little eard bearing
the words, “ Look to Jesus when. tempied, when troubled, when
dying.” One of the passengers carefully read the card and put
it in his pocket. As ha left the car he said o the giver, * Sir,
when you gave me this card, I was on my way to the ferry,
intending to jump from the boat and drown wyself. The ~
death of my wife and son had robbed me of atl desire to live, -
but this eard has persuaded me to begin life arew. Good day,
and God bless you”

Many years ago,-a lady gave some leaflets to two actors. One
of the actors was led by these to attend chureh, and was con-
verted, It was Dr, Goorge Lorimer, pastor of Tremont Temple,
Boston, Through his influence, Russell H. Conwoell was led
into the ministry. Thus the great Baptist Temple in. Philadel-
phia, togethor with the work of the Tremont Temple, and the
personal influence of these two notable speakers, is really
traceable in its origin to one tittle Jeaflet in the hands of a
woman. Rev, J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland
Migsion, was led to Christ by a traet. Thousands have heen
won te Christ by the printed page. Many of the best Chris-
tian workers are using it continnaily and seeing results, Many
use it who will never see the rcsults on earth, but wilt in the
hetter world, Whether we see results or not, it i3 our blessed
privilege to know and rcjoiee in the fact that if we sow good
seed, the harvest will eertainly be for His glory. “ Kuoew now
that there shall fall unte the earth nothing of the word of the
Lord? 2 Kings 10: 10, “ Cast thy bread upon the waters:
for thou shalt find it after many days.” Eeel, 11: 1. Litera-
ture distrihution enables you to “sow beside all waters” and
te be “instant in season, out of season.” Remember, too,
that when you put a tract, gospel paper, or gospc] book
the hands of a sinner, and it is the means of his salvation, it
starts a civele for our Lord that will continue to widen until
He¢ comes. Remember, too, that God multiplies the seed that
18 thus sown. What encouragement this is, and what an in-
cantive te “sow beside all waters,” knowing that He will give
the inerease!

parlor, shop, factory, store, or railway car,
of seoffs, jeers, or taunts,

How the Printed Page Can Be Used

It is useful to open & conversation on religious matters; it
is just the thing to follow up such a talk. Often theve are
diffievities in the way of “speaking ‘to people about eternal
reatities. A gospel yract given in person or through the mails,
may do the work; It can remch the king's palace; it will enter
the home of the poor, and stay for weeks, months, and years,
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and turn up again in time and deliver its trne and faithful
message just the same as it eould the day it left tha kind and
thoughtful hand that passed it en. If you have not the courage
to give it out, you can lay it around where it will he picked up
and read, at the atore, post office, depot, in the car seats. You
ean ship it into the magazing left you by the train boy, hand
it out of the ear window at each station. A ticket agent who
gave away a traet with every ticket sold said that over twenty
persons wrote him saying that the leaflets which he gave them
had been blessed to their conversion,

Multitudes upon multitudes ean testify that the printed page
waz the means of their eonversiom, or thelr resioration from
patha of sin and vice to that of peace and righteousness, or
that they have heen cheered, coinforted, stimulated in their
Yives by it, receiving light and truth, making homes happier,
and the Bible z new hook to them., What ¢ grand work! The
distribution of litevature, a work in which young and old, rich
and poor, educated and illiterate, can help. Any one ean easily
multiply his influence twentyfold by a wise use of printer’s ink,

Have you wor a soul for Christ? Do you wish to meet your
blessed Lord with ne fruit to bring from your earthly life?
Has He not get hefore you an open door of service! Will you
enter inf

Beloved, think of the tens of thousands of sermons, the silent
messengers which speak for Him many times, in many places,
and to many hearts, which you may have fellowship in sending
forth. This is a definite work for Christ, and the blessing
that will eome to yonr own soul and the many othera into whose
hands you may place literature, shonld be a strong inducement
for you to take up the work,

May our God mightily stir up His own everywhere to do what
they ean. The time is shovt and the days are evil. Satan’s
hosts are execedingly bmsy in filling the land with that which
leads souls down tv perditien.

As a soldier of Jesus Christ, why not lay in a store of
ammunition and press nto the battle, and aceompany each page
of Nterature with a prayer for Ged’s blessing on i, and re-
member if you trust the Holy Spirit, He will guide and help
yon in this blessed work. Let us hasten our absent Lords re-
turn’ by every possible way, “ till He come.”—- Selected.

Finishing the Work

D. W, REAVIS

MANY Years ago there came to this denomination the follow-
ing testimonies:

“ The leaders in God's eanse, as wise generals, ave to lay
plans for advance moves 21 along the line. In their planming
they are to give special study to the work that ean be done
by the laity for their friends and neighbors. The work of
God in this earth ean mever be finished unti! tho men and
women compriging onr chureh membership rally to the work,
and ovnite their efforts with these of ministers and chuveh
officers % Gospel Workers,” pp, 381, 352,

“The very simplest modes of work should be devised and
get in operation among the churches. If the members will
unitedly accept sueh plans, and perseveringly earry them out,
they will reap a rieh reward.”— Testimonies” Vol VI, p. 433

Tu responge to this iustruetion, Present Truth, with its simple
modes of work, began; to be issnod in 1914, Tt was especially
designed to provide the laity with a full, complete, topieal,

connected presentation of the full message in ativactive, eco-

nomiea), and effective printed form, in order that they might
rally to the work, and unite their effovts with these of ministers
and echureh officers by doing regular, systematic message teach-
ing through the siinple act of cirenlating this specially prepared
lteratare. '

Ome of the most encouraging evidenees that the work of God
in this earth s being speedily finished, ie the general rallying
of owr churches in the systematie, successful teaching of the
message with the speeial literature and simple plans especially
prépated for them. This work is rapidly expanding, and more
and more of our people are engaging in it with marked suceess.

The Sillnple, Effective Way of Doing This Work
In order. to reveal the simplicity and effectiveness of this
method of ministry work by ¢ur members, we guote the fol-
lowing letter, sefected from hundreds of others just as good:

Message Teaching

AT THE DOOR

“ Please send the following issnes of Present Truth to
Mors. , and send Present Pruth to her address the coming
year, This lady has fully accepted the sruth through my home-
to-home work begun last October, aud she has become a Faith-
ful Hterature worker herself. She has nover heard a Seventh-
day Adventist sermon nor attended any of our meetings, yet
she is thoroughly converted to every phase of the message
She is faithfully paying tithe and making generous offerings;
and in the absence of any loea]l chureh, she will join the con-
ference church to whieh I helong. We hope to raise up a
church of our own soon, as we have a good, growing interest,
and the prospeets ave very favorable for wmany new members
just as thoroughly converted to the message as we are, .

“ We are doing regularx, systematic work from home to home.
I am mnaturally very timid, and keenly feel my weakness, 1
work on in the strength of Jeguy, to whom I ecommit myself
every day before I start out. I hwwbly work, trusting in His
promise to lead weo as He did Philip. I am jealows of our lif-
erature, and want to bo sure that every paper goes into the
hands of one who will read it. So I geo to the homes of the:
people, and simply, easily introduce my work by informing
them that I am distvibuting free literature on their street for
& ghort period of time, and have called to see if they would
accept and read it, I them show the paper, and in a few
words explain the importanee of its contents T tell them that
my abject In this work is fo get these important Bible facts
?efore a bugy world in a condensed and simplified, conneeted

orm.

“Usnally the people I meet in this way accept the paper,
and promise to read it and all the others I will bring {hem,
Then T leave that ecopy with them, and tell them T wijl bring
another on an iwmportant subject the following week. So
the next week they are expecting me when I agam rap at
their door. As I hand them another copy, 1 ask if they have
read the one I left before. Maost of them have, but some say
they have been so busy they could not find time, hut assure e
they will as soon as possible. T do not spend much time with
them — just enough to give a word of explanation about the new
number and to reveal my personal interest in them.

‘¢ After L have made a few calls in this way, they {demonstrate
a confidence in me that is really gratifying. They seem to be
ready to listen to me, for they ask many guestions about what
they have reads. In time these weekly calls ripen into peueral
iunterest and friepdliness. Mdny insist upon my staying longer
with them. Some invite. me to spend an afternoon with them
in the gtudy of the Bible and the things faught in Present Truth.
In this way my work is constantly enlarging. My friends made
through #his inspiving work are multiplying. My courage is
becoming stronger as I sec that the power of the messoge as
taught in Prosent Truth ang delivered hy a frail instrument,
is being marvelonsly demonstrated in this place, and I fervently
thank God fer the spiritual réfreshing this Nterature ministry
brings.to me o ’

Ir people d6 not take knowledgs of iis that we have been with
Jesus, we cannob give if. Co. - :



6 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

The Church Missionary Service

(Fifteen-Minute Missionary Meeting)
Sabbath, May 4

MrssionaRy Torrg: © Big Week.”

Texr: 1 Corinthians 15: 58.

SugeesTIONs: May 4 is the last Sabbath of ths Big Week
eampaign, and a special effort should bs made to check up on
the results of the eampaign. Eneourags those whe have not
done so, to dispose of their literaturs, turning in the proceeds
to the Missions Extension Fund. Also urge each band to raise
ita goal of 82 per membar. Yt might be well to mention that the
speeial Big Week offeving is to be taken up during the church
serviee, and that all offerings for the Big Week — day’s salary,
dedieated wages, pledges, and profifs from literature sales —
be turned in at that time and marked Big Week or Misgions
Txtension Fund, At this time mention should also be made
of the value of follow-up work after such a campaign as Big
Week, when hundreds of homes are visited. It might be well
to encourage the ehurch members' to hand in the names and
addreases of interested people which may be followed up by
eorreapondence, Bible readings, ete, - The repert for this week
ghould be a good one. Eneourage all to mark down the number
of books, magazines, and fracts distributed, Our publicatiens
are now sowing the gospel seed, and are ingtrumental in bring-
tng a8 mony souls to Christ ag the preached word. Whole
churches have been raised up as the result of their eirculation.
In this work every disciple of Christ con act o port) — Review
and Herald, June 10, 1880.

. Sabbath, May 11

MissTowARY TopIC: % Big Week.”

TExT: Romans : 28,

BueeperioNs: Onee more the misgionary topie ig the Big
Week, hut surely such a worthy fopie demands the time of three
Church Missionary Services, This eampaign is in a definite
way hagtening the coming of Jesus by assisting in the ercciion
of publishing houses, schools, and dispensaries arcund the
world {or the spread of the gospel. In nine years it has fur-
nighed $1,297,372.40 for this threefold work, sssisting in all
152 préjects — building or assisting to build and equip 61
publishing houses and depositories, 40 schools, and 51 hospitale
and dispensaries. What an enviable reeordl

As this will mark the last reference fo the Big Weck during
1929, further emphasis shonid be made regarding the sale of
‘Big Week literature. By this time all literature should be sold
and the money turned over to the proper perscons. Be sure
that the nlissiona{rj seeretary has received paymsnt for the
books ordered by the church members, so her account with the
Book and Bible House will be paid up, It should not be fer-
gotten that the month of May iz Literature Month, and each
band sholild be encouraged o eover a section of the city, town,
or country systematically with literature. Porhaps some time
will be neesssary at this service to launch this program. In
that case the Big Week topic should be quickly dispensed with
and the other taken up.

Sabbath, May 18

MigsiowaRy Tor1¢: “ Boul-winning Experiences.’’

TEx?: 2 Corinthians 4: 4.

Sucemsgrions: It is Satan’s studied plan to elose the lips of
witnessing disciples. He knows-hs ig overcome “by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony,” se encourage
the ehurch, members to tell thair Big Week expdriences, Em-
phasize the soul-winning side of the campaign, An interesting
faature of this program might be a skort report from each band
leader, if time permits. “ Satan iz now seeking to hold God’s
peoplo In & stats of inaetivity, to keep them from aeting their
part in spreading the truth, that they may at last be weighed
in the balance and found wanting.”—* Testimonies,” Vol. I, p.
£260," Not all can rslate their experiences in the short time
aliotted, but quite a number can do s¢ if they touch only the
“high points.” Following vight after the campaign, this meet-
ing should prove an nspiration to further missionary endeaver
on"the part of every churveh member,

Habbath, May 25

MrsstoNARY Topic: © Review Forward Movement.”

Texr; Ephesions 6: 11-20,

Buegmsrions: It iz planned that in all our churches tha
Review and Hereld be given speeial attention at this time.
Every Seventh-day Adventist family should he a subscriber to
the Beview, It i8 our oldest minister. As a minisfer it not
only visits 30,000 homes, but is capable of wisiling many mere.
It brings to us mesgages of reproof, eomfort, and encourage-
ment, It brings to us reports of couneils, migsion fields, prog-
tess of the work, ete. It is a student of propheey, and kseps
us abreast of the times. It kesps us up to date, If informs
us of any subtle deetrines which would deceive the very elect.
In short, the Beview keeps us in the fruth.

At the last Fall Council it was voted that an earuest effort
be made to place our ehurch paper in the home of every be-
liever. Call attention to the faet that beginuning with January
31, the Review has had 32 pages instead of 24, and the price
has been reduged 25 conts, making it now $2.50, It may be
necessary t0 appoint a speeial cammiftee te visit every believer
who does not taks the Beview, in an effort to secure his sub-
geription. Our young people are also willing to co-operate in
this matter, and should be eniisted in this good work, This
matter is so vital that the servant of the Lord has said if a
family is too poor te afford if, the chureh should provids a
yeai's subseription. Placo this burden on the ghoulders of
your band leadevs., For the asking, your eonferenes will send
yau a list of all Review subseribers in your church.

—— e l—— .

The Fifteen-Minute Missionary Meeting Worke in Chicago

In the absence of Pastor L. B, Behick, it was my good
fortune to fill the pulpit in the North Shorg church, Sabbath,
Jauuary 12.

On entering the building, I was inferested in visitiug the
different departments of the Sabbath schoel, and to note the
deep interest on the part of the different classes. As I went
into the primary room, naturally the chiidren looked up and
smiled, but immediately settled back to their work., Evidently
the teachers were quite able to interest them above the novelty
of seeing a stranger. In fhe senior department the same spirit
of interest and intensity was manifested.

As we neared the close of the time allotted for the SBabbath
sehool, I wondered if they wenld be able to close in the hour
and fifteen minutes given them. A missionsyy reading, giving
the history of our geal chart, was presented by one of the
young ladies, and Miss Florenge Liawrance, the superintendent,
gave a very earhest word of counsel and eneouragement to
reach their missions goal — the highest ever set by their
chureh for any quarter. At exactly thirteen minutes after the
hour, the last hymn was announeed, and by singing .* ths fixst
and lagt stanzas only,” the Sabhath school elosed on times,

Immediately at the elove of the Sabbath school, Brother
E. ©. Townsend, one of the loeal clders, took charge of the
minch-diseussed but very popular fiffeen-minute missionary ve-
port. Many things were brought to the attention of the church.
‘There was perfect order, and every ons was busy. I watehed
earefully to see how much time would be needed in making an-
nouncements and looking after the details of our home mis-
sionary work, among both the seniors and Missionary Volun-
teers, and wag much pleased to note the corrvelation of these
departments. In exactly eight minutes everything was done,
ready for the preaching serviee, I mention this apecifically,
a# it shows Wwhat orgenization ean do in a large clmureh, and
how much work can be done in a short tima,

It was a great pleasuve to study the Bihle with the believers
in the hour following the Sakbath schocl. Burely the Lord
does come near to His people and refreshes us again and again
by new raveiations of Mis word. The old seriptures that we
memorized in youth, shine with a new luster each time we
humble our hearta before God and ask Him to give us spiritual
strength and engouragement, It is the same old table, mnd
the bill of fare ls much the same, as we cling elose to the
Bible, but the Lord, knows how to savor the spiritual food, and
make it palatable and easy of assimilation.

J. W. CHRISTIAN.
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FHunior Migsionary Polunteer
Meetings

Suggestions to Junior Superintendent

Summer Leadership.~ Some one has said that a suecessful
leader always trains a successer to take his place. In just a
few weeks the church schools wili close, and during these long
summer days and weeks the boys and giris will need help and
supervision more than at any other period of the year. What
have you done to make such direction and leadership possible?
Peorhaps you will remain where you are for the summer and will
be able to foster the work yourself, This is the ideal arrange-
ment, but in ease you are a feacher and will be leaving the
scheol when the summer vacation arrives, some one else should be
prepared to lead suecessfully the Junior Society In your absence,

The Gereral Conference plan is for every church to elect a-
man and & woman to gerve as assigtant superintendents during
the school year. They are te aid in the progressive clasgs in-
struction, and should also keep in toueh with the develional
meetings of the society, By so doing they will be familiar with
all the activities of the society, and can lead ont successfully
during the summer months, If your church has not yet chosen
such officers, will you not urge that it do so at onee¥ When
the appointments have been made, you ean do much, even at
thiz late date, to sequaint thoze chogen with their responsibilitics
for the sumnmer, 0, L. B

a2

Sixty-six Books
(Prograim for Week Ending May 4}
BY 7. LOSE CURTIS

Song: * Give Mo the Bible."

Prayer. .

Exercise: “ The Holy Bible’ (By nine of the smaller Juniors.)

Daet: “ What Saye the Bible? ¥ (No, 196 in * The Gospel in Song.”)

Secretary’s Report,

Taik: “On the Square With God.”

Song: “ Wonderful Words of Life. %

Talkk: “1 Rejoice at Thy Word.”

The Books of the Bible, By Two Juniors. {Let one give the hooks
of the Old Testament, the other those of the New. B8pesk each
name distinetly.)

Missionary Reports and Oiffering.

Clesing Song: “An Open RBible for the World.”
in Song.”)

Repeat in Concert Ppalm 119: 105.

Note to Junior Superintendent

This wesk we are to emphasize two Tequiremeniz for Com-
panion membership,— the bheoks of the Bible in order, and ths
Bible Year. Help the boys aund girly to realize that it is more
important to know the order of the books, go that they may
turn readily to a gilven text, than that they merely be able to
repeat them glibly., And on the Bible Year, encourage those
who have fallen behind, oz who have not begun, to * redeem the
time,” as two Junior boys did; going ahead with the current
reading, and making up baeck reading as rapidly as possible.
Cheor them on te take as their slogan, “We are going
through! » .

The eartoon given here may be reproduced on the blackboard.
Or if you have a world globe, ask children ¢ bring dolls dressed
in the costumes of different continents, and by means of a fine
wire eneircle the globe with these dolls and a small book to
represent the Bible. Iilustrate how others have siriven o pre-
gerve thiz wonderful Book of ‘books, by lelling the sbory of
Thomas Hitton in the artiele, “Selling Gospel Literature in
the Sixteenth Century,” April Gazerrs, p. 14

Talk: “On the Square With God”

MANY of us receive letters which we gearcely bother to open;
we know beforehand that they will not interest s, Others we
can hardly wait to open, and we read them eagerly, and again
and again, They are the letters from those whe love us and
whom we love,— parents, brothers, sisters, friends; they are
iove letters, and mean much to us.

The most wonderful and best of all love letters is the Bible,
It is written to us, each of us, by our Father in heaven. Our
letters from home o¢r from Friends remind us of happy times
together in the past and of how lonely they are when we are
away. They warn us against danger; they promise mg help
when and if we need it; they assure us of abiding love. So
our heavenly Father, in His letter, says, ¥ Bemember the days; ?

(No, 482 in " Christ

“My son, if sinners. entice thes, consent thou not;” “ Ask,
and it shall be given youj ” “I have loved thee with an ever-
lagting love”

Do we treat the Bible as a father’s letter ought to be
treatod$ When the pesiman brings usg a letter from father or
from mother, we do not iay it aside i}l a more convenient time,
and perhaps forget to read it at all for a day or twe, while we
go en with the story we are reading, the work we are doing,
or the game we are playing. No; we forget everything else
for the time being and give our whole thought and interest to
that letter. We laugh over it, maybe cry a bit over ity and if
gome one 1 near, we often want to read seme parts of it to
that one so that he, teo, may enjoy it with us. And if there
is some bit of especially good news in it,— if father or brether
is planning fo vigit us, or is coming to take ug home,— why, we
are eager to tell the news to every one we know, and we do not
tire of telling it over and over again.

And then we are eager to write back te that dear omne, to
thank him for the pleasure he gave us, and to tefl him of our
experiences and the things that inferest us; and we look forwaxrd
to the fime when we¢ can have another letter from him. Do we
thank our heavenly Father for the wonderful letter He has
written us, for His promises of help and comfori, for His as-
surances of leve and care, and for the good news that soon He
will send our Elder Brother to tzke us home to live always
with Him¢ Are we eager and glad to tell the “ good news?”
to our friends and associates? For in our heavenly Father’s
home there Iz room for all owr’ friends, and He wants us to
tell them this, and that He is waiting and anxicus to have them
come home with us, and will be their Father, too,

Let us think of the Bible in this way, as a love letter from
our dear Father, and et us give it our first aud best thought
and interest. He will not disappoint us, either, for the oftener
we read His leiter, the ‘more beautifnl and precious it will

become to us, Let us play square with God, and He will
meel us more than half way.

Talk: “ 1 Rejoice at Thy Word *

Dox'r you wigh you eould?

Could what?

Enjoy your Bible,

Yes, we wish we eould; but it’s so dry and urinteresting.

Oh, is it? Why, I've heard some say it was the most inter-
esting bock they ever read, and that they veally enjoy reading
it more than any other bock, * Probably some saintly old man
or woman Whoe is getting ready to die!? I hear some one
whisper. Not all of them! T.ef me tell you how one learned
roally to enjoy it —and how you can!

First, treat it fairly, as you treat any other book, If some
one gives or lends you an imferesting book to read, you don’t
tead a paragraph or two here, a page thers, a chapter in another
Place. No; you start in at the first word and read straight
through, in order nof to miss any of it. And you get so inter-

Are you up to date in your Bible . Year?
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ested that you dislike to stop when the time comes to do zo.
1 Well, the Bible is made up of sixty-six books,— sore of them
rather long, some very short, nome as long as the average
storybook. Just you try reading it book by book,—a bock
at a sitting, Find out all you can abput its author, its purpose,
its history, its background, when it wag written as related to
other books in the Bible. And #Rink about what you are read-
ing, remembering that, unlike any other book in the world, it
18 alv',vays new, though se old, and it has a message fo you.

Read your Bible regularly, every day, giving it the besé time,
Read it prayerfully, asking God 1o help you 1o understand it
Read it sympathetically, with veal interest and desive to know
and understand it for yourzelf. Read it intelligentiy, with a
knowledge of the relation of its parts and echaraeters; for
example, do not confuse the Saul of the Old Testament with
the Saul of the New., Read it obediently, remembering that
Rible reading without Bible living is mocking God. “Be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers only.”

When you have finished reading a book, ask youvself these
four questions about it. And take time to answer them.

What is the prineipal subjeet?

What is the leading lesson?

What is the hest verse?

Who are the prominent persons?

And then you can!

Can what?

Can .say truly, “I rejoice at Thy word.”

Exercise: “ The Holy Bible”

(Provide each child with & large cat-aut letter, which he will display
as he repeats his verse.)

“Heaven and ecarth shall pags away: but My words shall not
paks away.” Luke 21: 23,

“¢ how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day.”
“Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law.” Ps. 119; 57, 18,

“Lict the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admounishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spivitual songs, singing with graee in your
hearts to the Lord,” Cel. 3: 16.

““Y ga, in the way of Thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited
for Thee; the destre of our soul is to Thy name, and to
the remembranee of Thee.” Tsa. 26: 8,

“Blossed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law
of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep Hig testimonies,
and that seek Him with the whole heart”” Ps. 119:1, 2,

“Xn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.,” “And the Word was made
flegh, and dwelt among ws, . . . full of grace and truth.”
John 1:1,14°

“Bemg born again, not of ecorrnptible seed, but of imeor-
vaptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
forever 7 1 Peter 1. 23,

“Tio, I coms: in the volume of the book it is written of Me,
I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is
within My heart.” Pg. 44:7, 8,

“M very word of God s pure: He is a shield unto them that
pet their trust i Him.” Prov. 30; 5. ’

Un—

Making Home Happy
I (Program foi Week Ending May 11)
BY GRACE EVANS-STEVENS

Song; * Love at Home!* (No. 880 in “ Christ in Sone.”)

Beripture Reading: Ex. 203 12; Ps. 103: 13; Luke 2: 51,

Prayer. '

Secretary’s Report and Missionary Reports.

Buperintendent's Talk: “ Howor Yhy Father and Thy Mother.”

Recitation : “ Mother’s Day.”

Talk: “ What Mother and Father Do for Me.” (This should come from
the heart of a Juniur. The expression of his ewn thoughte will
be more valuable then.the repetition of the thoughts of others.)

Special Instrumental Music.

Recitation; :** Nobody Knows -— but Mother.” '

Story: *' The Little Bird That Tells.” (In *Uncie Arthur's Bedtime
Stories,” Fourth Series; p. €7.) :

Sympesium by a Number of Juniors: “ How I Can Show My Love for
Fatier and Mother.” (These should be sentences or one-minute
testimonies. It may be best to ask them to submit in writing what
they expect to give, in arder that all may not say the same thing.)

Reeitation: ¢ Home.” ' ’

Ciostag Song: “ Home, Sweet Home.!' {No. 737 in “ Christ in Song.”)

Nrka ta Joniop Snevintendent
_ Invite the avents ta be * »esert ot )i meatine. T -negible,
have earnations or some white flower fo pin on all as they come
n.  As the bays and’ girls prepare the program, help. them to
understand ‘what it méans to truly lomor father and mother.
For further thoughts see the genior program on page 11, :

Every Junior stperintendent should have the Juntor Manual.

Talk:.“ Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother

OUR heaveh]y Father must have known that we might forget
to honor our fathers and mothers, for He put thiz wonderful
commandment right in the heart of His law. We should re-
member that whatever we do brings either honor or disgraee
upon gur parents. I believe that if we did remember this we
would be more careful how we aet,

Quits & number of years agoe 4 young lady by the namse of
Anna Jarvis, who Hved in Philadelphia, prepared a beautiful
memorial service for her mother, who had died some years
before. From this grew the idea of Mother’s Day, which is
celebrated the gecond Hunday in May, The purpose of the
day is to remind us of our mothers and all the love and tender-
ness they have shown toward us. We may manifest our love
aud gratitude to them in many ways. The idea of a special
day in memory of cur fathers developed a litile later, and
now we have hoth a Mother's Day and a Father’s Day. Let
ns not wait until these special days come, but let ug show our
fathers and mothers every day how much we love and appreciate
them. (Repeat together Exodus 20:12, Disenss the word
“ honor.”) -

Mother’s Day

[’ glad that once in every year
We set aside a day

To say, “I tove you, mother dear,”
In every way we may.

We love owr mothers all the time,
But oft forget to say

How dear they are; and so Um glad
Of Mother's Day in May.

— dJulie M, Martin.

Nobody Knows — but Mother

Nopopy kuows the work it makes
To keep the home together;
Nobvody Enows the steps it takes;
Nobody kaows — but mother.

. Nobody lhstens to ehildish wooes
Which dnly kisses smother;
Nobody’s pained by naughty blows;
Nobody — only mother,

Nobody knows of the steepless gare
Bestowed on baby brother;

Nobody knows of the tender prayer;
Nobody - only maothor.

Nohody knows of the lessons taught
Of loving ane another;

Nobody knows of the patience seught;
Naobody — only mother.

Nobody kuows of the anxions fears,
Lest darling may not weather

The storm of life 1 after years;
Naobody knows— hut mother,

Nobody kneels at the throne above
Ta thank the heavenly Father

For that sweetest gift —— a mothor's love;
Nobody ean — but mother,

Home

Home is not u place ta stay,

But where there’s good cheer all the day.
Hame is' not a lLioarding place,

But where there’s gunshine in each face.

Mome is not where riches dwell,

But where sweet Patience weuves her spell,
Home is not wherve all is fair,

But where love lightens every ecatve,

Home i just a place to see

How brave and splendid oue can be,
A place that makes all heroes hold,
And hercines as fine as gold. -

Hoeme is where the bravest hearts

Are daily acting noble parts; | . °
Where angels’ feet have howsly trod —
Yes, home iy where there’s most of God,
e - Mary Hester Foree,

Price, 50 cents.



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE 9

‘ Birds of the Air . “ What Should I Know About a Bird? ”
(Program for Week Ending May 18 - (Have these poi;:ts Jisted where all ean copy in their notebooks.)
U ! ¥
BY IRENE WALKER 1. Locality — tree, bush, ground. '
Opening Song: “God Sees the Little Sparrow Fall” (No. 262 in 2, Size — compare with rebin or "English sparrow,
“ Christ in Song.”) 3. F?rmw long, short, stocky, slender,
ggi;::;ufy'rlﬁ;tg .ﬁ::tutol;-iw 6: 26, 4, Bill — stout, hooked, long, short, slender,
Excrcise:  Bible Birds.” 5. Tail — tength, shape at end,
Duet.'h‘“ Oxéce on nbMountain Sitti]ei:; (’IJ‘wo stanzas of No. 17 in * Sun- ? gegﬂmlong, weak, strong, short, geales.
shine Songs,” by younger children. - . o — webb " i
Tall; “ Birds as Friends or Enemies.”  (Material for this talk will he 8 Cc?lur -—J’{)r? ;:f ! ggff‘ turned, length of hind elaws,
" found in “ Bible Nature Series,”” No, 2, pp. 275-285. Make use of * . ght, * . .
questions on pp. 2719 and 285,) %. Markings-— on head, breast, wings, tail, back,
Story: * Lady Beity the Quail.”” (See bock, ™ Elo the Eagle,” pp. 20-41.) 10. Mauners — walk, hop, guniet, active, nowy, silent.
Recitation: My Little Rlue Friend.” 11, Habits — of eat} ’ ’ ?
Superintendent’s Talk: “ Lessonis of Trust.)”? (SBee note, also poem M ng. .
“ Eventide.”) 12. Song - long, short, continuous, broken.
Blacll)c}n:tardthnrﬂlzi "fi"ﬁ’ Arourai_ Our fomes._" t(Le; Ju;:lﬁcyrs.tl name 13, Flight — direct, undulating, fluttering, lahored.
Ty ik ey Aalreday now. 1ve A Iew minuaies Tor EeJeTriptions e "
and lessons to be Jearnmed from their habits.) 14, Nest plaee, shape, mat?‘llalsr aggs.
Notehook Memoranda: * What Should I Know About & Bird? 15, Young— plamage, behavior, how eared for.

Reeitation: “ With Father,”
Close by Memorizing in Concerf Matthew 10: 29-31,

Notes 1o Junior Superintendent Eventide

BLiirds seem to be the happiest ereatures on the ewrth, yet An eool of day with God I walk
they have none of what we eall the common comforts of life, My garden’s grateful shade;
Metr who study dead birds ecan tell how they arve made, how I hear Hig voiee among the trees,
their bones are put together, and how many feathers are in And T am not afraid.
their wings and tails. It is well to know these things, bué
to see how birds live is mueh more interesting. As we study T see Iiis presence in the night;
themt, we shall be surprised how muech they act like people, And though my heart is awed,

For tessons of irust, see “ Bdueation,” pages 117-119. Tell 1 do not quail betore the sight

the stary of how the boy Jesus watched the eommon sparrews Or nearuess of my God,

ag they built their nests in Nazaveth. And in lafer life as
Jesus sought to draw lessons from things with which all Hig ;
hearvers wowld be familiar, He chose these plumy little brown He smiles from every star;
hirds for one of His chief lessons of trust. Repeat together He is wot deaf to me, nor bling,
Matthew 10: 29-31. Nor absent, nor afar.

It would be a fine thing to have this pregram im the epen. :
Buat if it is not possible to have the meeting owt of deors, be
sure to plan a walk soon thereafter. As a rule, it ig not best
to go ont in large growps to study birds. Amy noise startles
them, so a erowd does nob see some of the more timid Iitfle
songsters. The best time to observe birds is in the early I .
morning. Bot if the Juniors are quict, you will gee many al- ‘E\*}m’qt walk in darkness long,
most any hour of the day. Meach them how to wait guietly in - y DLght is by my side;
2 'sechuded spot far a frightemed bird to reappear. Listen ‘%ﬁm_’]"t stumbile or go wrong
to the songs of the birds, and when you are out of the woods Vhile following such a guide.
reeall and imitate their notes. Examinse nests, preferably de-
serted ones, n order not to frighton father and mother hirds.
Of eourse, no Junior Missionary Volunteer will be guilty of
killing, or vuthlegsly destroying the uest and eggs of, any harm-
less bird. If it i3 absolutely impossible to take children for
a. walk.in the woods, visit the zoo, or at least have colored pie-
tures where they can become familiar with our bird friends. S .
As vou go out to study you should have aecess to at least one Are subjeet to His care;
good bird guide. A small pocket-size gnide ean be obtained I '3‘3,‘“““3 wander from His love
from Toubleday, Doran & Clo,, Garden City, N. ¥, When or- Vio loves me everywhere.
dering be swre to sgtate whether you wish the guide for birds cast
or west of the Rocky Mountains, For other bird books consult
your public library,

He speaks to me in every wind,

His hand, that shuts the flowers to sleep,
Eaeh in its dewy fold, .
Is strong my feeble life to keap,
And competent to hold.

He is my stay and my defense;
How shall I fail or falt?
- My helper is Omnipotencel
My ryuler ruleth al!

The powers below and powers above

Thus dowered, aud guarded thus, with Him
I walk this peaceful ghade;
T hear His voiee among the trees,

Exercise: “ Bible Birds ¥ : And I am not afraid,

{Junioevs should have Bibles and peneils and paper ready to begin — Caroline Atherton Mason.
all at the same time, Following are suggestive sentences to be
placed on the b[aekhAo:;Ed fa}:- them to copy, ﬁn]ignﬁ inbhlg.nk B‘gacesBu{;th
the proper word. other sentenges on Bible birds. ze Bibles . . ’
and give references only if absolutely necessary.} Wlth F‘lther

i, Blijah was fed by 1 Kings 17: 6. I TooK a walk with father
2. Noah seut a —— out from the ark. Gen. 8: 11, Out in the woods to-day.
5. 'The ehildren of Isxael were given fo eat. Nuam, 11:31. ’ ITe knows the names of all the trees
4, ~—— talked nmbout birds when He preached the sermen And where the sguirrels stay.
ont the monnt. Matt. 6: 26, ‘ ‘ He let me look fute fheir house
5. Solomon wust have watehed an —— fly. Prov, 30: 19, Inside of the hig tree;
Wfﬁgtherediggts for them to keep,
s : they left some for me.
MY Little Blue Fﬂenfl My father knows what kinds of stones ‘
On, I saw a bizd, a dear little bird; - T made into a stack; -
Tis coat was the brightest of blue, And when the birds sing ealls to him, !
At frst 1 stood still, very gtill, yes, indeed, He always whistles back.
And searcely would breathe, for I knew ' T'd rather walk with father
"Phat unless 1 was still the bird would nof stay, . And have him tell me things e
And I unever would know where it flew. About the woods and what we see s

.- Than ride the horse with wings,
"Then, iittle by jittle, I drew closer up,— . R i
S0 slowly it didn™t see me, - asc W aidg,
I comld watch very plainly its shiny hiack eyes .

As it flitted about on the tree.

. ‘ . o
And onee It sang sweetly & dear litile song ’ . .

Right where I plainly could ses, . A Good Time Being Good
T stood there se thrilfed and so thaukful and glad (Program for Week Ending May £5)

To have had sueh a pleagant surprise, |

Phat I said, “ God, T thank Thee for making the birds,” BY 4. R, FATTIC

As I guickly shut tight my two eyes; Opening Song: “ Always Cheerful” (No. 284 in * Christ in Song.™")
And I wondered whatever we’d do'if we had %crmtnre (;?aeisismlg: [‘it'icl. izz: l‘i?;t :;mqs 4:32; E‘ic%; t11I 8-10. -,
. N - e [ Tayer, oliowing Morning Watch suggestion, ** Tha may put
No birds and no bright butterflies. of my iife anything that hinders God from snswering m;, -;my;'ilg
’ - Author Unkaown. For a greater interest in missionary work at home.”)

"Tro you have n Missioltary Volunteer Self-defithl Bank?
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Special Muasle. )

Secretary’s Report of Last Meetlng: Mission Offering.

A Study on Amusements, From the Spirit of Prophecy.
symposium, * Tests of Our Recreation,” p.

Song: * Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us.*
Song.'")

Leader’s Talk: *“ Our Parties and Hikes.” X

Story: *“ The Sleigh Ride’ or * Plain Bernice,” (See the Junior
Reading Ceurse book, * Stories Worth Rereading.’”)

Recitation; “ Be a Friend.” (8ee p. 14.)

The Superintendent Brings Good News,  (See notea.)

Discassion: * How Shall We Choose Our Gamea? ™

Close With Song and Prayer.

(Sea alzo
15.) :
(No. 729 in “ Christ in

(8ee notes.)

Notes to Junior Superintendent

Thiz program should help our Jumiors to see that the best
iimes they can posaibly have will consist of wholesome fun or
work, It should he the plan te have a party or a hike soon
after this meeting, Armounce the hour and plaece you will meot,
If yonr Junior meetings are held on a wesk day, definite plans
can be laid at onee. If you meel on Sabhath, of course you
will come together at some other fime fo make detailed ar-
rangemenis for the gathering or hike. (Study cavefully the
% &ocial Life of the Junior,” chapter IX in the Junior Manual.)
If you are gommg for an outing, orgamize under unit leaders.
(8ece Junior Manual, p. 22.)

The disenssion, “ How Shall We Choose Our Games?” wmay
be conducted bg' an older Junior, though you, of oourse, will
mold the final deeisions as to the best kind of games, If pos-
sible, refev to “ Social Plans,” pp. 39-41. The unit leaders
should meet with yon for speciic arrangements in regard to
games, what to take, efe. Bo sure that each Junior understands
what he iz to bring, the hour, the place, and what i3 expectad
of him if he ig to bear definite responsibilities.

For further helps see the talks and leader’s notes in the
senior program, “ Our Secial Relatlons,” p. 14,

A Study on Amusements, From the Spirit of Prophecy

1. Wuar guestions should we apply to our veereatien and
amusements? C. T., 334, first four lines,

2. Does the Lord expeet us as children to have some fun as
we go aleng? C. T,, 835, lagt par,, first six lines,

3. What two fests should always be put upen amusemenis?
G, T., 337, last par,

4. What kind of amusements are not safe, but dangerous?
{Answered by above pav.) ]

5. What other test may we put on recreation and sinuse-
wents? C. T., 342, last par.

6. Where is the most dangerous resort for pleasare} C. T,
334, last par.

7. What iz the only safe course for ug to take in regard to
theatergoingy C, T, 335, Iines 3-6.

8. What kind of reerveation iz good for boys and girls?
C, T., 335, lineg 10-12.

Leader’s Talk: “ Qur Parties and Hikes ”

W= are members of an organization that stands for religion
and forlthe Seventh-day Adventist message. It js the purpose
of this Junior Society to help ws to grow info werkers and
leaders for the Master. We need to have streng, vigorous hodies
and minds, We need both work and play. To-day we are
going to' study how to find different kinds of pleasure that are
good and all right for Christians,

In any great work such as ours of giving the advent meas-
sage to fthe whole world, an organization is neeessary, and
an organization must have a leader. Qur partics and hikes oan
frain ns in both of these lines.

But 20 one can become a leader until ho hag learned to follow
leadevehip. We bays and girls must learn to be respectful to
our superintendent or whoever accompanies ug in our good times,
We must got a training in héing a part of an organized
plan of cheying our unit leaders. (If possible to have aceess
to the book #Bocial Plans,” the one giving this talk should
study the section on chaperons, pp. 30-32.)

Begides being obedient, 2 Junior Missionary Volunieer is
pledged fe be kind and courteous. If a hike or party i3 to
bring happiness to every one, then all should plas net to be
rough or ruds. To have the best time we must all he on friendly
terms, no one taking unfair advantages in the games we piay.

Then, foo, there are times when some Junior ean help
another who for some good ¥ewson has net been able to do his
share ad quickly as the rest. We can be helpful by showmg
each other how to do new things. Al will have a better time
if every one joins, in, belping in every gioup activity, whether

it he work ‘or play.

Have you planned a social gathering for your Missionary Volunieers?

Senior Migsionary Yolunteer
Meetings

Suggestions to Missionary Volunteer Leaders
Varying the Opening of the Mesting

1. Smee softly that heantiful hymn, ©Tread softly, the
Master is here.” Thig will bave a subduing, spiritual inflnence,

2, After all bave bowed their honds a moment in silent prayer,
let the leader offer a short audible prayer. )

3. All sing softly, without the orgsn, a verse of a prayer
hymn, such as ¥ Neaer, Still Nearer,” © Closer to Thee,” cte,

4, Stand and repeat reverently the Lord’s prayer in copneert,

5. Repeat Exodus 20: 8-11, then vuite n singing, * Blessed
are they that do His commandments.” (Shortest and most
pointed germon delivered.  Largest audicnce -— estimated
6,000,000.)

6, Ag leaders take their places and bow their heads in a meo-
ment of silent prayer, let some one or twe, appointed before-
kand, sing softly, © There are angels hov'ring round,” or
 Jesus, eome and bless us.” N. H. FAUVLENER.

Two-Minute Features

Lessons from the lieves will constitute our two-minute fea-
tures each wsek of this mounth. The Junjors have g program
on hirds, and the Senior Missicnary Volunteers have ocme on
“ Creation and the Creator,” which will in themselves bring
nature to the forefront this month. Bach week ask a Mission-
ary Volunteer to he preparved to show a different family leaf,
For ingtanee, of the oak family you may have several varieties
in your cormmunity. Consult the Junior Reading Course book,
“Trees Every Child SBhould Knew.” YLet the following sug-
gestive lessons be given to the ones eondueting the four weekly
drills, as illustvative of the lessons which they may bring out:

1. Bach leaf works umgelfishly for the benefit of the whaele
tree. The fiber from each runs down into the trumk of the
tree. Though the leaves die each year, part of them remains
for the constant upbuilding of the tree. Like the leaves, lat
us work for the common interests of humanity.

2. Leaves are content to work in the place wheve they ave.
The highest leaf does mot feel above those on the lower limbs.

3. By absorbing cavbonie acid gas, which is poison te animal
life, and giving off oxygen, which-is healthful, leaves purity-
the air avound them. As Christians, do our lives have an at-
mosphere of purity surrounding them?

4. Almost all trees have green leaves during suminer months,
But when cold winter comes, only the evergreens retaim their
aolor. Can we maintain true Christian principles vegardless of
atorms of strife and stress?

Home

Tm takes a heap of living,

To make four walls a home;
And it matters not
How mmch you've got,

Be it eottage or palaced dome;
The main thing here
Is love snd cheer,

Ag life’s dark maze we roam,

The fires upon love's altar
Must eheery be and bright;
And its ruddy glow
Cheers the heart, you know,
And floeda the soul with light;
And its radiance fair,
_ Liks a heacon star, -
IHumines life’s dark night,

8¢ keep the home fires burning

Through inorning, noon, and night,
And their light will shipe
In your heart and mine,

To make the dark hours bright;
For the love-light fair
Refleated there

Will turn the dark to Light,

C. A. RUssELL,
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The Home Beautiful
{Program for Week Ending May 4)
BY ¢, A. RUSSELL

Bong Service.
Opening Song: * Love at Home.”
Twe Texts: Ex. 26: 12; Eph. 6: 2, 3.
Prayer. ({Especially for more love at home.)

A Two-Minute Missionary Experience and the Offering.
Repeat in Unison the Blackboard Thought.

Talk: *The Home Beautiful.”

Recitation: * Home' (Seep. 10))

Tall: * Kindness.”

Recitation: * Home? (By Mary Hester Force, See p, 8.)
Closing Song: “ Home, Sweet Home.” (No. 738.)
Missionary Volunteers Separate for Band Meeotings. (See p. 15.)

(Nos, 581, 568, 598, in ** Christ in Song.”)
{No, 580.)

Blackboard Thought,
*In all that pertains to the sueeess of God’s work,
the veyy first vietories are to be won in the home
life,— Testimonies,” Vol, VI, p. 354

Note to Leaders

It will not be difficult to conncet this program with our char-
aeter-building series for the year., (None wasg given in April,
hut there are two this month, See also program on p, 14.) The
home is the very center of character formation, and in no other
place is the true character more clearly revealed,

Talk: “ The Home Beautiful ”

Tuw home beautiful — a heautiful home! Not all homes, or
go-ealled homes, are beavtifnl. The home is what we make it
~-—zand God makes it,

The three most beautiful words in the language, we are teld,
are mother, home, heaven. Home—the haven of rest for the
soul. Home —*a world of strife shut out; a world of love
ghut in,” Home —*a man’s kingdom, a woman’s world, the
child’s paradise.”

Associated with the word “home” are gome of the sweotest
words which We know,— sweet becavse of their association,—
father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, son, daughter,
8. D. Gordon, in hie beauliful hook, “ Quiet Talks on Home
Ideals,” page 81, painte a pieture of a true home,

% Homa ig the holy of holies of a man’s life. There he with-
draws from ali the world, and ghutting his door, is alone with
those who are his own, It is the reservoir of his strength, the
restorer of his energies, the resting place from his toil, the
brooding place for his spirit, the inspiration for all his aetiv-
ities and battles.

‘“ Home is where love lives, Not where it boards, nor pays
oceasional visits, even long visits, nor even where it may he a
gort of permanent guest, with familiar aceess to certain rooms
and cozy eorners. But where it owns the fromt-door key, sits
by the glow of a hLearth fire of its own kindling, and pervades
the whole honse with its presence. It may be a king’s spacious,
luxurious palace. It may be the poor man's narrow-walled
cottage, or anywhere in between these two extremes.”

It takes more than four walls to make a home. As Mr
Gordon says, *“ Home is where love lives and reigns and trains,”
Home ig where there are warm, loving, tender, sympathetie,
understanding human hearts beating together in' perfeet unity.
Yes, a home may be a paiace or a cabin. If may be in the
heart of a great eity, or on the summit of a majestic moumtain,
It miy be a palace, tent, eabin, ¢r anything hetween these
extremeg, but a home is where love lives.

A stranger accosted a little boy on the street ome day, as
he paused in his morning walk and said:

“Well, son, is your home in this town$?

The boy lifted a frank and beautiful face as he =aid: .

“Yey, our home iz in this tewn. We ain’t got no house
for it yet. Papa’s building one.”

¥ picked up a disearded magazine on a railway train, As I
wag sketching it throngh, my eye fell wpon a pleture, It was
s full-page illustration, T studied it. The longer I leoked at
it, the dimmer grew my vision.' The room was -cheerless, the
plaster had fallen in two or three places, The gcoupant had
made some attempt to decorate the hare walls with a fouch
of art here and there, if only a calendar. Calendars do not
cost anything. The mother was. at her sewing. The old elock

indieated the honr of ons in the morning. The kerosene lamp
burned dimly. On an old mattress in the corner which merved
a8 a bed, a little thin form had lifted herself upon her ethow.
She had drawn her torn nightie about her with a beautiful touch
of modesty; besides, the room was cold. She looked at mother,
and with just the trace of a smile playing about her lips said,
“ Mother what do poor little girls do who ain’t got no homef ”
Az T laid the picture down, a lump camse inte my throat and
my eyes grew still more dim,
Yes, home is what we make it —and God.

Talk: “ Kindness »

HargH words, unkind words, how they eut — cut ke a two-
edged sword, cut to the very heart’s core! After they are
spoken, we regret them. Too late! “Three things eome not
baek, the sped arrow, the spoken word, the neglected oppor-
tunity.” In that beautiful and touehing poem by Will Carleton,
“The First Settler’s Story,” he says, after telling the incident
with all its toueching pathos:

“Boys fiying kites havl in their white-winged birds;
You can’t do that way when yow're flying words.
Thoughts unexpressed may sometimes fall back dead;
But God Himself can’t kill them when they’re said.”

Wiy not just be kind? Are we provoked? Ts our temper
stirred? Does the impatient word come to the lip? Bite if,
hold the breath, de anything but speak the word that hurts.
“Let something good he said” .

An old man and a yonng man were having a quiet heart-to-
heart talk over some of life’s yroblems. Tinally, the young
man turned to the older one and calling him father, said,
“ Father, if you could Hve your life over again, what wounld
you do?” The old man thought for a moment, and then with
the trace of a smile on his lip, said, “ Well, son, if T could
live my life over again, I think I should just try to be a
little mere kind.”

There ought fo be a well-beaten track between the hear
and the lip. Love them and tell them so.

“Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love and, tender-
ness sealed up until your friends are dead. Iill their lives
with sweetness., Speak approving, cheering words while their
ears ean hear them, and while their hearts can be thrilled and
made happier by them; the kind things you mean to say when
they are gome, say before they go. The flowers you mean te
send for their coffins, send t¢ brighten and sweeten their
hemegy before they leave them. . . . ¥ ghould rather have a
plain coffin withont a flower, a funeral without a oulogy, than
a life without the sweectnegs of love and gympathy.”

Margaret Sangster has expressed the thought of the linger-
ing heartache which comes as a result of wnkind words as
ghe sings:

“If T had known in the morning
How wearily all the day
The words unkind
Would trouble my mind
I said when you went away,
I had been more eareful, darling,
Nor given you needless pain;
But we vex ¢ our own’

With look and tone
We might never take back again,

“For though in the quist evening

You may give me the kiss of peace,
Yet it might be °
That never for me

The pain of the heart should eease,

How many go forth in the morning
That never eome home at night,
And hearts have broken
For harsh words spoken

That sorrow can never act right!

“We have careful thoughts for the stranger, - -
And smiles for the semetime guest,
But oft for ‘ our own’

* The bitter tone,
Though we love ‘our own’ the best,
Ahl Yips with the curve impatient,
Ah! brow with that look of seorn,

‘T'were & eruel fate

Woere the night too late
'To undo the work of morn.”

The Benior Manual is “ Missiondry Volunteers and Their Work."
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Creation and the Creator
(Program for Week Ending May 71)

Favorite Songs of Praise.
A Séason of Sentence Prayers. , o i
Opening Song: * Thy Glory Fills the Heavens.” (Mo. 341 in " Christ

in Song.""}
Leader's Question: “ How Do You Know?” (See Notes to Leaders.)

Talk; “'The Rensonsbleness of the Genesis Story.” i
Talk: “Design in Nature” (As this talk is given, show specimens
of leaves, minersls, bird’s nests, ete.; or exhibit pictures.)
Reading: * Eventide.” (See p. 9.} : . "
Song: by the Juniors: * Creation.” (No, 33 in " Bunshine Songs.”)
Four: Scripturcs: Psalmg 1d: 1; 192 1-6; 33: 6-9; 96: i-10, (To be read
or recited by four Missionary Volunteers.) . L
{Ne. 268 in * Christ in

Cloging Song: * Crown Him Lord of AlIL™
Sone.”) .
A Moment of Silent Proyer, Closed With Audible Prayer.
Missionary Volunteers Separate for Band Meectings. (See p. 15.)
' Notes to Leaders

We are living in a day when it iz impessible for a young
person to stand upon the beliefs of his forefathers. Sooner
or later he ig hound te face the guestion for himself, How do
I know? Widespread are the theories whieh are undermining
the foundation of a belief in God. Read and glean helpful
thoughts from * Patriarchs and Prophets,” pp. 113-116. Ap-
proach this meeting to-day with much prayer and carncstness,
As Missionary Volunteer officers, pray that God will help you
in making it so eclear and convineing that every young person
present wiil go out with a firmer belief in the true God
Plaee the following quotation on the blackbosrd, and read it
impressively several times:

“We find design evident everywhere, Design hnplies mind;
mind implies thought; theught implies a thinker; a thinker
tmplies a person. Thus step by step we rise to the coneeption
of an Almighty Person, who is above us and around us.”—
Rollo Franklin Hurlburt.

Read Romans 1:20, and iltustrate with the story of the
French atheist who, visiting an old German haron, was heing
shown about the estate, The visitor commentad upon the beauty
of the arehitecture of the buildings and the perfection of the
arrangement of field and wood. “ Who Ig the author of all
this beauty? ™ he asked. “My son,” replied the Christian
haron simply. They went on and visited the fine hospital on
the estate where many ills weve treated year after year, and
again the question: “ Who is the author of all this perfection?”
And again the credit was accorded to the son. At last they
eame to & school where young men hy the seore were heing
educated and trained to the highest manhood umder the Dbest
minds of the age. When the Frenchman leavned this, too, was
under the divectiom of the baron's son, he exelaimed, * Your
son must be a rare man indeed. I hope 1 shall have the pleasure
of meeting him,” Then with a Christian purpese in his heart,
the baron asked, * How did you know I have a son?” “ How,
indeed? ” exclaimed the atheist.  Have I not heen viewing
all thiz day the wideness of his aetivity and intelligence?”
“ Ah,” yeplied the devout old German, “if you can believe
that I have a son from seeing his work, why can you not
helieve that there is a God, when on every side yon see His
work and the evidence of His intelligemce?”

Talk: *“ The Reasonableness of the Genesis Story ”

“Ifnllﬂw beginning God! Thus opens fhe record. In
framing any explanation of the wniverse and of life, we must
gtart with something, we must asseme somsething as eternal.
The evolutionists, and virtually all who rejeet tho Genesis
gtory, assume that watter — the dead earth —is eternal, and
that from it, hy a long-drawn-omt proeess, all of our complex
life developed, The tremendous difficuities with which this
view is beset are evident, The assumption that insensihle
matter could take on sense — by developing into ereatures
with minds —seems the essence of nongense, Truly dees the
Good Book gay of those early men who # did not liko to retain
God in their knowledge,” and who first introduced this method
of explaining all the wonders of creation in terms of the forzes
of naturey that “professing themselves to be wise, they he-
eame fools.”

We would consider as foolish the thonght that & man could
whittle out an oeean-going liner with his poeketknife, or that
a house could spring up out of the ground by some chance
combination of the elemants in the soil. Why? DBeecanse the
effect prodneed does not have a sufficient cause. Water cannot
rise higher than its source. A masterpiece demands a master;
a house, an architest. The application of this prineiple to the
prohlem hefore us is logically made by an mspired writer,
“ Every house is builded hy some man; huet He that built
all things i8 God:” This analogy appeals at once to our
reagon, Moses, in presenting us with an all-powerful. all-wise
God as the one Eternal Entity, from whom all things else
proceeded, furnishes the only satisfying, rational explanation

of the universe.
and the earth.”

“ Glod said aud it was so0.” This phrase is used
repeatedly in the description of the ereative aets. The op-
ponents of Genesis picture God as laboriously modeling ount
all the creatures mueh as a seulptor -would. Thus they at-
tempt to diseredit creation. But the Bible record goes imto
practieally no details, “He spake, and it was done; Hoe
commanded, and it stood fast.” An immediate respense to a
divine eommand —— that is the essence of the creation story.
And here, indeed, is the erux of the whole problem. The
skeptie protests that he eammot understand how God could
create instantly all tho multitudes of living ereatures, and that
such a belief iy unreasonable. We confess that we also are
in ignoranee as to fow God eould pérform such wonders; but
we protest that such a belief is not unreagenable; that it is,
instead, the most reasonable view to hold.

In the first place, the evolutionist i3 perplexed as to how
God could ereate a living creature at all. How else could any
ereaturg come into existence? The best proved fact of seience
ig that all life iz the result of pre-existing life. Following that
baek to its logical end, we are led to the doctrine of the
eternity of life, the eternity of a living Being whom we call
God. And God being the Scuree of all life, other beings counld
come into existence only as a result of Hiz willing to give
themn life. Apd this willing on the part of God we arc
pleased to term a manifestation of Hig creative power. True
it ig, that faith must play & part in obtaining a full appre-
ciation of this creative act; bui it iz a faith cided by faects
and reason, not opposed to them,

The opposite doctrine —that the nonliving earth brought
into existence the fivst living thing — demands that & person
defy the evidenee ss to life’s coming only from pre-existing
life, and that he go contrary to reason, which demands that
every effect have an adequate cause.

“ Anyhow, it scems unreasonable to believe that God eould
bring ecreatures into existence instanily,” assorts the skeptie.

But why should God require a long timed When mete man,
as a result of experiments with artificial lghtning, ean hegin

to gpeak of ¢ the application of terrific energy in such a way
23 to effect changes in an instant”— echanges that it was
formerly thought vequired “ millions of years of slow evolution,”
~—we ghould not find our faith unduly taxed in aceepting the
Biblieal story. For i man believes he will do these feats
instantanecusly by harnessing the lightning, why should we
find it hard to bolieve that God, out of whose “throne pro-
ceeded lightnings,” could likewise aceomplish His creative
aets instantaneously?t . D NicHok

“In the heginning God ecreated the heavens

Talk: “ Design in Nature ”

‘WHENEVER we sec design, whether in nature, a walch, a
pieture, or a boek, we know that theve must be au intelligent
designer somewhere belind that thing; for design mever comes
by chance. Nature presents an endless variety of designs.
All its flowers have beautiful forms, and even ity forest leaves
are heautifvl formations. Many of its creatures are architeets

of wondrous skill. The Quesusland (Australia) ant builds its
nest four or five feet ligh, a veritable palace of corriders and

caves. Omne variety of spider, “the builder,” puts a trapdoor,
hinged and of perfect fit, to ile underground dweliing, The
mason bee builds its nest of 1mud, lays its eggs, and then fills
the earth mold with preserved insects for the use of its un-
developed children,

All the different kinds of bird families build their own
kind of nest, and all the singing birds sing their own special
song, The honeybes builds its six-sided cell so perfect in
design that humnan seience can offer no improvement, The
honeyeomb is a veritable wonderland of ingenuity, adaptahility,
and design,

Nearly all the minerals in the world are ecompesed of miuute
erystals. These crystals are of great variety, differing in
their angles, colors, and formation. But the erystal form in
each particular mineral is the same everywhere. Not am angle
is found to differ, The angles of quirtz are always the same
whether taken from the Alps or the Himalayas. 8o it is
with salt, iron, and marble -— each erystal has its own formation.

.- Note-the Spegial Two-Minute Features on Nature, -page- 10,
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In. the snawstorm millions of little snowiflakes fall upoen the
eartl, but every one carries with it a perfect design. Cateh
a few of the little fairy flakes, examine under a magnifying
glass, and see that every on¢ 19 composed with six points. A
large variety are found, but the six points are fourd in them
all. Usually the flakes in each storm arc the same in formmation,

Now, the birds and bees have never attended gehool or eollege,
but their work of building is aeeurate and beautiful. How
doeg eaeh mineral know how to erystallize into its own form,
and what is it that stamps the snowflake with its six points?
Why does each flower blassom accovding to its own pattern,
and each fruit tree bring forth its own kind of Ffruit?
Nature is full of design, and behind it all there must be a
great Designer.

For ages artists have heen trying to imitate the Creator's
work, But after all, thoir most persistent endeavors, the ex-
ercise of the most perfect skill, the use of the best materials
to be obtained, the work done has only been one of imperfect
imitation. We admire the artist’s picture, but we tum away
from the fairest sceme portrayed to look again at the land-
seape and the sungets of the great Master Axtist. e who
built il things is God.” B. HaRE,

Things We Can Be Certain Abount

(Program for Week Ending May 18)

BY W. P. BRADLEY
Appropéiata Sengs. {(Nos. 11, 83, 91, 92, 132, 220, 278, in ““ The Gospel
in Seng.

Scripture Rem{mga: Phil. 4:193 1 John 3: 22: 5: 4.

Praver.

Secretary’s Report, Reporta of Work, and Offering.

Introduce the Tople by Memorizing in Coneert the Blackboard Moito.
(See_quotation at botto'm of July in 1949 Morning Watch Calendar.)}

Talk: * Great Prayers,”

Reading: © Limitations of the Right of Prayer.”

Testimony Study: " Faith and Feeling.” (Ask members in advance to
find answers to the respective guestions in the references listed.)

Discusgions * It Isn’t Likely,” (Ask voluntesrs to name others.)

Recitation: “ Faith.” (The first three stanzas of the pnem by William
Cowper, get ta muaie in *‘ Christ in Song,” No. 726.)

Close With Song and Prayer. *

Missionary Volunteers Separate for Band Meetings.

Note to Leaders

This 18 a eall to renewed earnestness and faithfuluess in the
prayer life of every Missionary Velunteer. We may aecom-
phish any amount of work, but “only the work aceomplished
with mueh prayer, and sanctified by the merit of Chvist, will in
the end prove to have been efficient for good”—* The Desire
of dges} p. 862, If your prayer bands have beem gradually
dwindling, begin anew to-day. We need public prayer; we neéed
this united prayer in lttle groups; but most of nll we need
to be dead in carnest in our pelsonal devotions. As you go
forward with this program, pray earnestly.

Talk: “ Great Prayers ™ K
Ix answer to the gquestion, * What can we pray for with
asgurance? ¥ we, may profitably study several great prayers
of the Bible o learn what requests are pleaging to God,
The Lovd’s Prayer. Matf. 6: 9-13.
1, “Thy kingdom ceme ”— Prayer for the advanceinent
of the work.
2, % Daily bread *—
gpiritual food,
3. “Forigive us ¥— Personal gleansing.
4. “Tead us "— Guidanee,
Solomon’s Dedication Prayer., 1 Kings 8: 22.53.-
1. That God would control nature to the benefit of His
people. Verses 35-39,
2, For the eonvergion of strangers.
3, In battles fo which they were sent.

(8ee p. 15.)

The necessities of life, plysical and

Verses 41-43,
Yaorses 44, 45.

Study also:
1. Manoal’s prayer for guldanee in reaving Samson,
Judges 13: 8,

2. Solomon’s request for wisdom. 1 Kings 3: 5.9,

3. Abraham’s seivant’s prayer 111 choosing a wife for
Isaae. Gen, 24:12-14,

Prajge Is ]nseparable From Prayer,

1. Many of David’s psalms were really prayers. Con-
sider to-day a few, such as Psalms 23, 43, 107, 134,

2. Daniel gave thanks for the revelation of the king’s
dream to him, and evidently be did so before making
it kpown te the king. Dan. 2: 19-23

Reading: “ Limitations of the Right of Prayer”

A PRAYER of a true e¢hild of God, offered in faith, will be for
such things.only as the ehild supposes he needs aud has a right
to ask for, in order to fill his placc and do his work in life to
better advantage. And every sueh prayer will of necessity be
eonditioned on God's knowledge that the thing asked for is
best for the petitioner. Thus offered, every sush prayer
will be approved of God, and will be answered aceordingly.

Any promise from one person to another, or any compact be-
tween two persons, is te be interpreted in the light of the well-
understood relations of those persons to ome anether. Take an
illustration, for example, from army serviee in time of active
warfare. A corps commander direcets a evlonel to take his
vegiment to a critieal position and perform a specified duty.
As he gends him out, he says, “ Call on me for whatever you
want, and yeu shall have it promptly.” Hardly is the colonel
at his post before he sends back a-request to the eommander
for the suspension of all hostilities along the entire line—
even, if neeessary, at the cost of surrender,~—so that the new
movement cal be made without any danger to the life and
timb of those engaged in it. The request is refused.

“ But didu’t you promise {6 give me whatever I wanted, if L
would ask for it?* says the colonel. “ Certainly I did,” replies
the commander; “but that promice had referenee to you ag a
soldier, wnder authority, in time of warfare. You knew that
you were liable to death on the batile lime. You knew that 1
must keep up aetive movements elsewhere along the front.”
“Well, then,” says the colonel, “I den’t see that your promise
amounty to anything, if you are te grant only such requests
&g you think it wise to grant. T thought the promisc was un-
qualified; but ik seems now to he se limited that all theve is to
it is a privilege of asking without knowing whether an answer
will be given or not”

“The promise was ungualified within its well-understood
limits, as betwegn a commander and hig subordinate” is the
egmmander's angwer, “If you had asked for forty rounds of
-Ammunitipn per man, or for three days’ vations, or for a
supply of shovels and picks, or for a eovering party on either
flank, or for an explanation of your orders on a doubtful poiut,
you might have heenr ag sure of an answer as of the sun in
the heavens. The promise was unqualified just so far as youn
had any real needs; just so far as you might properly want
because of your reed; just 4o far as you had a right to make
a requisition in the line of your desigmated service. So far
the answer was assured you.

“ And even beyond all that, you might have asibed for a ces-
sation of hostilities, in order that you might work to better
advantuge; but as you could not knew if fhat were practicable
and wise from the commanders gtandpoint of knowledge, you
would have to leave it te him to say whether or not he would
accede to that request. Within your own sphere of need and
knowledge the promise of hely had no Hmits. Outside of that
it anust, in the very nature of ‘things, be eonditiened on the
commander’s jndgment.— H. Clay Trumbull

Testimony Study: * Faith and Feeling ”

(Ask younz people to find answers to these guestions in the books
mdlcated )

1. Definite. fuith. D. A, 347; C. O. L, 112; G. W., 262.

2. Does the exercise of faith depend on Enowledge of the out-
come? T, TV,28; D, A, 347; G. W., 262,

3. How is any spiritual blessing oppropriated? B, W., 72:
Ed,, 258,

4. Can we prove dhat we are @a'ved by our Foelings?
198; 8. G, 55, 75.

N H&w mey "the request of the apostles, ¢ Lo-rd inerease our
faith” be fulfilled in our Wves? G. C., 527; T., V, 213; Fq,
253, 254, C

7., v,

Discussioni: “ It Tsn’t Likely ”

MANY of the servants of God and others could have said,
K16 isn’t likely,” in answer to some of His promises.: Bug the
promiges were aceepted in faith and the blessing and fulfillment
fullowed Some suggestive examples are:

1. The Lord tells Noah of the coming flood. Genesis 6,

2. In his 0ld age, Abraham is promised a multitude of seed,

a thing naturally impossible, Genesis 15.
3.°A promise is made to Joshua that the walls of Jericho will
fall when he hag carl‘led. out instruetions. Joshua 6.

‘Do yonr Prayer Bands meet regularly‘?
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OQur Social Relations
(Program for Week Euding May 25)

BY HELEN BURCH

Songs far To-day: “ X Would Be Like Jegus,” ‘ More Like the Master,” ’

“ thing for Somebedy ™ (in " The Gospel in Song ") or
“ %?e %(Ln;imi l\gﬁ"ith Me,* * Give of Your Best,” * Precious Name,”
“Not & Wasted Moment” (in * Christ in Song").

Prayer. (Ask several young people to teke part, telling them before
the meeting what the subiect for the day wlil be.)

Introduction by Leader. (See note.) "

Symposium : * Tests of Our Recreation. See p. 16.) .
Tall: “ Amusement vs. Reerentlon.” (See also " Hocial Life in Its
Praper Seiting,” in " Social Plang,” pp. 20, 21.) “ .
Story: ** Social Lo Save.’ (See article by Ellen Gould in “ Instructor o,f,

M 91: or a story from the boeok, * Stories Worth Rereading,
* Mahel "Aghtow's Dream“ and ' Fwo Trifles ' are both good.)
Poem: *Be a Friend.” X
Ten-Minate Discussion: ““ Qur Social Gatheritgs.”
tians. Tirge all to take part.) ] .
Blackhoard Thanght: 1 Car. 105 31.  (Have this text written on a bi_agl:-
baard in gight of all during the meeting. Emphasize by memorizing
O 93 b e‘.(l)imerr%) A ents
{f exin, eports, Annguncements. .
Clusisiggil’ongl-.) “Waulé 1 Be Cailed a Christian?”* (Words and music
in © Instructor ”’ af March 12, May also be sung to tune of No, 188 in
“Chreist in Sang.” It would be well to memorize this)
To Close, Repeat In Concert Psalms 19: f4.
Missionary Volunteers Separste for Band Mestings. (See n. 15.)

(See suggestive gues.

Notes to Leaders

“ Goetal instinets are woven into the very fabrie of humam
life By an afl-wise Creator, They form the basis of the .very
highest development of the meral and spiritual life of mam.
The desire for social intercourse by our young people is, there-
fore, natural and right, and Hke all other proper impulees
should be encouraged and direeted. It iz not at all surprising
that, an element of human life whieh is 80 pregnant with pos-
sibilities for individual happiness and blessing to others, sheuld
be the special object of Satan’s attacks. Satan well knows that
the perversion of the best is the worst, He understands, too,
that it is the mistakes of youth that most effectually mar the
whole Bfe'-—¢ Social Plans for Missionary Voluniéers” p. &
(old edition).

As Christian young people, we know that we eannet take part
in certain things which the world enjoys, because we cannot
take Jesus with us. To-day we are not geing to disenss the
danger of the thsater, the dance, the moving pieture show, ete,
We are going to study the difference between recreation and
amusemeant, 'and then the possibllities before-us in.the right
kind of soeial gatherings. Plan to make this meebing mean
something definite in your society, After  consulfing your
pastor ‘or chureh elder, and carefully and prayerfully studying
the matter with your executive committee, plam some goeial
gathevings, having one, perhaps, within the week following this
program. ‘Thie will give opportunity to put into practice the
prineiples and ideals st forth. To supply your young people
with proper social life is going to mean work, time, and sacyi-
fieing of plansg, but it is worth while, You may be suve that
Satan will try to maks the gatherings serve his purpeses, so
you need, first of all, divine guidance,

To ba a success, your gatherings must have the mest carefal
planning, If you have a copy of the old edition of * Boeial
Plans fpr Missionary Volunteers,” study the first forfy-two
pages. [This book 18 now being revised, and will not be ready
for use by the dazte of this program; but as soen as possihle,
obtain one through vour Bock and Bible House. It will be a
congtant source of help and guidanes in your soeial gatherings,

For additional hel‘ps make use of the writings of Mre, B, G.
White (especially '“Counsels to  Teachers ”ﬁé “Tha Lighted
Way,” by M. E. Kern; and “S8tories Worth Rereading.” Have
en hand a supply of the leaflet, # Btandards of Christian Liv-
ing” for those who do not have it. Refer to pages 12, 18, 17-23,

In some places the young people meet frequently for a “ sing,”
spending an hour or more learning old faverites which may not
be familiar fo them, and some of the noewer hymns, Other Mia-
simmary Volunteer Soecleties have formed a Mutual Improvement
Society which meets every two weeks, for the purpose of im-
provement in public speaking, the organization of material,
the English language, ete. Members give readingg and extem-
poraneous speeches, and diseuss topics of the day which vitally
concern Seventh-day Adventist youth,

Disenssion: “ Qur Social Gatherings ”

(In order to direct this discuspion inte right chanmels, the ane
vondueeting it ghould study carefully the pages veferred ta in * Soeial
Plans ;™ alzoe “ Counzels teo Teachers,” pp. 886.854.)

1, 'What should be a test of our social gatherings? (“If they
can take Jesus with them and maintain a prayerfu} spirit,
they ave psrfeetly safe.”— Mrs. B. G. White, in Review and
Herald of Aug. 19, 1884.)

2. What are the advantages of “ eatless.” gociale? (See “ Soeial
Plans,” pp. 87, 38.)

3. Bhould all the young peeple be invifed?
“glighted ” ones,)

4. Is it proper to attend a soeial gathering or other proper
recreation on prayer meeting night? (See “ Boclal Plans,”
Pp. 20-22)

(Do not overlook

5. The advantages of the chaperon. (See “Social Plans,” pp.
30-32.)
6. Where shall social gatherings be held? (Outdoors when pos-

sible. See “ Soeial Plans,” pp. 31-83.)

" 7. Is there danger of devoting too mueh time and ajtention to

the social 1ife? (Bes “ Bocial Plans,” pp. 18, 20.)
8, How can we improve the soecial life In our ehureh and com-
munity ¥

Talk: “ Amusement vs. Becreation ™

I READ in the Boek, “ Peace I leavs with you, My peace I give
uato yow.” At onee the question arizes, Who is the “you” to
whom this peace was bequeathed? A moment’s eaveful thought
reveals the fact that “you” referred direetly to the disciples,
-—followers of Christ. o we must conclude that it refers to
such in all time; or, in other words, to Christians.

Thete are those who think that salvation ean be won ohly
through sorrow, humiliation, and torture. Buch naver find this
promised peace, They are afraid to smile, and the innoceht
laughter and merriment of youth are black-winged harbingdrs
of destruction to them. “Love does not exist in their hearts;
a frown is ever upoun their countemances. They are chilled with
the muocent laugh from the youth or from any ome. Théy
eongider all recreation or amusement a sin, and think that the
mind must be constantly wrought up to. just sueh a stern,
ssvere, piteh.’—* Testimonies,” Vol. I, 565. Certainly this
iz not Christianity, for it is devoid of peace and happiness,
— it is & eounterfeit.

Just what ig amusementf Macanlay said that his * favorite
amusements ” were “architecturs and gardening.”  Enter-
tainment, veereation, and relaxation ave given by Wehster as
synonyms for amusement, No ome questions whether or not
2 man needs reersation, and from the foregoing we are safe
in taking eutertaining reoreation that brings peace.

Amusement may be good or bad, It may be uged n a right
way or 4 wrong way. KExeoss leads to a wasting of one’s powers,
te sorrow, Ii matters not how good a thing i in itself, if
earried o excess it becomes bad. Alse the use to which a thing
ig put will detevmine its valugs Tor an adult to geek amusement
merely for the purpose of being amused, would indicate a weak-
ness. However, propey amusement, taksn as recreation, is most
certainly in havmony with correet Christian living.

To compare amusement with recreation, would necessitate
very careful definition of terms. An act may at the same time
be both. However, the texrms are often used in.a specific sense,
recrogtion meaning that whick provides necessary rvecrveation

processes, and amusement ghnply meaning that which gratifies

8 morbid desire for excitement or pleasure. In this sense, a
Christian cannot indulge in amusement, Nevertheless, to think
of recreation that does not satisfy, or please, ¢r amuse one is
impessible. Let us learn to find the recreation and amusement
that will minister to our needs, but not o follow them until we
lose sight of good, honest toil and God-given duty.

W. C. Batpwin,

Be a Friend

BE a friend. You don’t need money;
Just a disposition sunny;

Just the wigh to halp another

Get along some way or other;

Jugt g kindly hand extended

Ouf to one who's unbefriended;

Just the will to give or lend:

This will make you some one’s friend.

Be a friend. You don’t need glory,
Yriendship i a simple story,
Pass by trifling srrors blindly,
Gaze on honest effort kindly,
Cheer the youth who’s bravely trying,
Pify him who’s sadly sighing; -
_ Just a little labor speng
On the duties of a friend.

Be a friend. The pay ig higger
(Though not written by a figure}

Than is earned by peopla clover

In what’s merely self-endeavor.

You'll have friends instead of neighbors
For the profits of your lahors;

You'll be richer in the end

Than g prinee, if you're o friend,

— Edgor A, Guest,

Order * Standards of Christian Living " leaflet. Yrice, 4 cents,
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General Outline for Band Meetings

Memory Quotation, or Opening Song......ocreereee. i
Prayer ... — - 1 minute
Digcussion Themes for May .2 mivutes
Ora) Reports oo - 2 minutes
Work or Class Study.. e 20 minutes

{Be surk to give opportumity for gral reports at feast onee
or twiee a monthy Many will have Big Week experiences to tell
the first week of this month.)

Prayer and Personal Worliers' Band

THERE ig joy in working for souls, and there ig no vacation.
The devil does not take any, and thé messengers of Mght must
be ever on the alert and “ wateh for souls as they that must
give an account,”—* Pestimonics,” Vol. VI, p. 70, Do not
forget to make chapter 14 of * Missionary Volunteers and Their
Work ” your constant study. On page 231 you will find testi-
monies that show this bend idea is the Lord’s plan. Do not
falter though the number may be swall, * There iz no restraint
to the Lord to save by many or by few.” 1 Sam. 14: 6,

This month ‘we will study the “Qualifications of Personal
Workers.,” Let the leader prepare earcfully cach week for
the short study. Each band member should have the leaflet,
“ Personal Work,” by Meade MacGuire (price, 4 eents). This
month whoever leads the studies should have aeeess to “Boul-
Winning,” by G. B. Thompsen {price, 50 cents), and % The Pas-
sion for Men,” by Hallenbeck {price, 75 cents). .

1. Passion for Souls—* Personal Work,” Lesson §, para. 1, 4;
“ Bon)-Winning,” ehapters 1, 2; “ Passion for Men.”

2. 4 Stable Christian Eaxperience.— Luke 22: 32; “Personal
Work,” Les. 6, pars. 2, 35 Les. 7, par. 1; Les, §, pars. 1, 6.

3. Personality ond Persevevance~—* Peysonal Work,” Les, 7,
pars, 2-4; Les, 8, pars, 2, 8, B,

4. Bible Studeni~—Eph. 6:17; “Personal Work,” Les. 8,
par. 4. i M. E K.
Christian Help and Gospel Meeting Band

“ THERE is power in the ministry of soug, Studaents who bave
learned to sing sweet gospel songs with melody and distinetness,
ean do mueh good as singing evangelists. They will find many
opportunities fo use the talent that God has given them in
earrying melody and sumshing into many lonely places davkened
by sorrow and affliction, singing to those who seldom have
chureh privileges.

“Stné)ents, %o out into the highways and hedges. Endeavor
to reach the higher ae well as the lower elasses. Enter the
hemes of the rich as well as the poor, and as you have oppor-
tunity, ask, ¢ Would you be pleased to have us sing some gospel
Lymns?’ Then as hearts ars softened, the way may open for
you to ofler a fow words of prayer for the blessing of Ged, Nuot
many will refuse to listen. Such ministry is genuine missionary
work— Counsels to Teackers” pp. 547, 548, . .

“ Tt [saered songl is one of the most effective mcans of im-
pressing the heart with spiritual truth, How often to the soul
hard pressed and ready to despair, memary recalls some word
of God’s,— the long-forgotten burden of a childheod song,—

2 minutes

iy e e S P e S s o

MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER SERVICE BANDS

* Train the young to do what is appointed them, and frem week to week let them bring their reports
to the missionary meeting, telling what they have experienced, and through the grace of Christ what suc-
cess has been theirs."—''Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 436.

and temptations lose their power, life takes on mew meaning
md new purpose, and courage and gladness are imparted to
other souls! »—¥ Education,” p. 168,

‘What iz here suggested for students as missionary work is
open to the young people of all our churches. In faet, they
have opporfunities to put the word of coungel into prastice
much more often than students in boarding schools. Let every
member of the band be on the alert to find those who are shut
in and have very few privileges to hear snging. The band
leader with others should visit soch places as old folks’ homes,
old soldiers’ homes, sanatorivmg for tuberculosis patients,
prisons, ete., seeking apportunities to sing sacred songs. Soon
after the work is started there will be opportunities for prayer,
and in some cuses for Bible study. In one gld peopie’s home
where our young people habitually went to sing, one of the
hearers was so impressed that he made inquiry for a minister,
and later gave $50 to help advance the work,

You do not need highly trained musieal talent. Often the
singing of simple gospel gongs with ordinary talent, but with
natural interest and feeling, is the most effective. The im-
pression is of the spirit rather than of ability, and i i3 thus
that hearts ave toushed. Emcourage your Missionary Volun-
teers to sing. Lead them to use their simple ability to soften
and inspire hearts that are burdened. . H. T E,

Literatare and Coxrespondence Band

Selling small books and nagasines. While most of the work
of the Literature and Correspondence Bard will be to engage
in the frec distribution of our demominati nal literature, many
Missionary Volunteers will do well and » -complish much good
by selling our smaller books and magazin s in their home com-
munities, All the hooks in the World’s Crisis Series are good,
ung besides these there are many others. These books are easily -
sold, for they deal with eurrent topies im sueh an interesting,
helpful way that people ave eager to have them.

‘When selling these geod books, you are doing double mis-
sienary work: you are placing pages of tragh-filled Yiteraiure
in the hands of your neighbors and friends, and yow are earn-
ing money which can-be used in nmwerous ways to bless others.
Many socleties raise all the money needed for their home mis-
sionary endeavor through the sale of small hooks, g

Then, too, why should not some of the band members have
regular magazine routed and sell our truth-filled papers, or take
yearly gubgeriptions for them when possible? -

Many devoete most.of their time during the summer months
to this kind of work, and find that it not only prow es mongy
for missionary purposes and results in winning peop for God,
but that they are alse able to earn enpugh momey 1 1eet their

selool expenses. . Burely this s missionary work f g high
order, and it deserves the support of every Literaty , and Coar-
respondence Band, Ummally the band members 4 this work

from hpuse lo houge in the resident sectioms; : . however,
work is done o the strects and in publie places, roung Mis-
sionary Velunteers should always be accompanied Jy zo older -
Christian of experience. Thase who do this work should put
Torth special effort to be quiet, decorons, and eourteons.

C. L. B

M —

Symposium: “ Tests of Our Recreation ”

(Be sure to read full paragraphs in “ Steps ta Christ ™ and ““ Counsels
to Teachers ' as indicated.)
1. “We sustain a foss when we negleet the gr)ivilege of asso-
iating together.” (Read 8, C., 106, par 2. .

“ I%):ioeeigallygehould th(ose wiho have tasted the love of Christ
develop their soeial powers, for in thiz way they may win
gouls to the Baviour— T, VI, 178, .

&. % Gatherings for social intexcourse may be made in the
highest degree profitable and instructive. (Read C. T.,
338, par. 3. .

4, « The’rep are )amusements gueh as dancing, card playing,
chess, checkers, ete, . . , and something perfeetly harm-
less should be substituted in their place” (Read C. T.,
346, par. 1.) .

5. % Between the assoeiations of the followers of Christ for
Christian recreation, and worldly gatherings for pleasure
and amugement, will sxist a marked contrast. (RBead C. T,
388, par 3.) .

6, “Any amusement in which you can engage asking the bless-
ing of God upen it in faith, will not be dangerons. But
any amusement which disqualifies you for seeret prayer,
for devotion at the altar of prayer, or for taking part in
the prayer mseting, is not safe, but dang‘erous_.”——ﬂ‘. T., 387,

7. “ Tt is Satan’s poliey fo A1t the mind with o doeive fiar warlD'y

2

amusement, that there may be no time for the guestion,
How iz it with wy sowl? »— ¢, T, 825,

8 “There iz gredt nced of temperanee in amusements, ag i
every other pursuit, And the eharacter of these arnase-
wments should bBe earefully and thoroughly considered.> -
c. T, 8338,

8. “We may eonfidentinily say that whatever is found to unfit
you for religious duties, or o interfere with the perform-
ance of them; whatever dissipates your mind or cools the
fervor of your devoiions; whatever indisposes you te read
your Bibles or to engage in prayer; wherever the thought
of & bieeding Savionr or a holy God, of the hour ¢f deabh,
or of the day of judgment, falls like a eold shadow on your
enjoyment, the pleasures which you eannot thank Ged for,
on whieh you cannot ask His blessing, whose recolleetions
will haunt a dying bed and plant sharp thorns in its uneasy
pillow,— these are not for you. These eschew; in these be
not eonformed to the worldd, but trausformed by the remew-
ing of your winds — Toueh not, taste net, handle mnoi.”
Never go where you cannot ask God to go with you; never
be found where you would not like death to find you;
never indulge in any. pleasure which wili not bear the
morniug’s reflection. Keep yourselves unspotted from the
worldy not from its spots only, but even from ite sus-
picions,*— Doctor GQuithrie.

Do you read the Young Men and Young Women's page in the Review? o




~

16 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS

‘This page contains interesting material for use of church elders am,
) canferenee workers in promoting our foreign mission work.

Yes, God Hears and Answers Yrayer
MigsronaRy . T, Moon passes in the following interesiing
experience from the Central Mexiean Mission territery:

“ A Totonaca Indian, Tomas Gonzalez, and his people live
in the great wooded country on the eastern slope of the Mexiean
platean, Last year he attemded a general meefing n Mezico
City. On his return, he began working for his people. Re-
cently, as Missionary Martines was sent among these Indians,
he found fifty-seven attending Rahbath school, with ten persons
awalting baptism.”

While among thess Indians, Brother Mariinez and those with
him had this experience:

“Yt was a Catholic feast day, but we had lLeld an ¢vening
megting, with a good attendanee. 1 had accompanied Tomas
to his home, and we had retived for the night in his bamboo
hut, Presently we heard voices in the woods pear by, Then
5 man eame and ordered me to come ont. We knew hy his
voice that he was dronk, All kept still. Louder and louder be
shouted, with cursing, beating his machete [a large swordlike
kuife used to cut eane] against the rocks, threatening te kill
Martinez. A young Indian, & brother of Tomas, but nof a
belisver, wanted to go out and fight this man, but his brother
would not let him. After a while he left, threatening to
return and kill me. Bure enough, evon we heard him eoming
back, still cursing and determined bo eut into the bamboo hat
with his machete.. Up to the doorsteps hie eame, and then we
neard him suddenly stop and turm, and off into the woods he
ran a8 fast as his drunken legs could carry him.

“ Wondering what had happened, eantiously we opened the
door, and there on the steps lay another drunken man fast
aslesp, hut none the wiser that hiz presence had so thoroughly
frightened our enemy. Te evidently counted this man an
armed guard lying in wait for lis return. How thankful we
were, and our Indan converts as well, for this signal previ-
dente of God in answering our prayers for proteetion from the
rum-erazed votaries on that wild wight of revelry”

The Women Now Attend Chureh

Arrmg the “ devil house” on Bougainville, Solomon Islands,
had been cleared, its altar and relies of heathenism hurned, still
anpther vigtory for God in this stronghold was to be gained.
Of thig, Missionary A, J, Camphell reports: '

“But this was no{ all. 'We now tumed cur attention towayd
the women, and hoped for another vickory while we had the
enemy-of souls on the run, Weo succeeded in getting the women
into the ‘devil house,’ now transformed inte a place to wor-
shi}: God, from which all the sacred jawbones and the ahtar
had been remoeved, and congigned to the flames. Thiz sacred
housge had, up till this Sabbath day, always been absolutely
taboo to the women., It was the first time in all their lives
they had been in there, oxr a{ least since they were bargained
for in marriage, The men 8z well as the women hardly resal-
ized what was happening as this second vietory for the pospel
took place that day. This meant for the wernen, that they could
now take part in evening worship, which privilage had been
denied them so long, .

“On this oceasion some of the women pulled their fans and
mats up over their beads so that the men would not lock upon
them, 1t wag realized that the test would come next evening
at worghip time. Bnt the women did not fail to grasp the op-
portunity, and bave come egeh evening sinece, It means much
to these poor women, and they are very happy about if, aud
act like freed slaves. Several more women have given up their
smoking’ and ehewing since that day.

“We want our readers to pray for these peopls, for though
victories have been gained on their behalf against the powers
of davkness, which have tried their uimost to %keep them in
subjection and ignoranee, there is still mueh to be done in
preparing many of them for the kingdom of hepven”

The Linvmba Hiil Mission, Barotseland

Misgrowary 8. M. Konigmacuer gends us these interesting
itemg from up the Zambesi River, Barotseland:

“MThere s a beautiful view from our new migsion. The
country is truly wonderful. There ave many villages in the dis.
trict, but, they are filled with idels and altars to 'the spirits of
the departed. The magistvate ealled on us one Sabbath, and
satd there are about 75,000 natives in the Kalabo Distriet.
Many of these natives have come into the distriet from Portu-
guese territory.

“ We have now been here about fwo months, and have a tem-
porary building of three rooms, a pole kitchen, and a earpenter

ghop. The natives built a grass and pole church, and we helped
to finish 34, Our best andience has been about 2560, Twiee T
have heard of dslegations of natives who were coming to church
on the wrong day. They did not know which day was the Sab-
bath. TIn one village I explained it to them in this way: I
took some sticks and stuck them in the ground, The first stiek
represented the firet day, T sald, when God hegan His work
of ereation. Then there weve the second, third, on up to the
sixth day. Then God rested the next day, ths seventh, and
wade it into the Babbath. Bo on this day we also rest. This
they could undergtand,

“ The natives were so impressed thab some of the old people
brought in their gods to us. The Mawike people have a varied
asgoviment of gods in sticks, posts, and eavthern pots,

“Yesterday I had quite a long walk through the sand to
vigit 4 man who was reported o have sueh hig sores on his
body that he c¢ould not be carried to the mission. When we
found the man, ths flies were swarming around the gores, I
had sent over some dressings, but he had not put them on.
I called for a basin, and after washing it out thoroughly be-
gan to wash the sorves. The basin was a part of a wooden
bowl, I showed them how fo clean up. The natives toid me
that he could steep after we puf on the dressings.

“A woman sat near, and on sxamining her wound, I found
hey sore nearly healed. I was glad to see the progress, as we
had heen treating her for some fime. We had worship and then
I came home,

“I hear of places not far away where there ave ag many
as twenty villages in & group, They are losking for v to open
a school there, but we have no funds with which to send them
a teacher. They are a fine elasy of natives, but almost wholly
given up to spirit worship, Remember as in your prayers.”

Gathering in Mohammedan Children

Over in Java, Duteh Bast Indies, in a leaky vented building,
a day school for the ehildren and evening meetings for the par-
ents, are being conducted by Brother and Bister K. Tilstra.
Of this work, Migsionary Tilstra writes:

“We have some diffieulty in keeping this sehool going, be-
cause the mission is not able {o help us much financially, In
thiz school are enrolled morve than forty children, whose par-
ents are all Mohammedans. Tach child pays an average of
20 conts a month., This is not much, but the peeple do not
got wore than $12 a month, and many even less than that. We
'%?y $12 rent a month, and the feachier receives $14 each month,

e use the place at night for public efforts, and ecolleet sni-
fleient funds g0 that we coms short only about $10 each month.
But this means much to us here. Mowever, if we want to
reach these poor people, we must do something for them; and
by getting the childven we can reach the hearts of the par-
ents. If is thus that we ave entering this new field. Remember
to pray for us,”

Hindus Plead for the Light

FBreowivg his way through the crowd at the eclose of a
service held by Missionary I, Christensen, near where the
waves from Ogylon's “spicy bresses” waft npen Tndia’s south-
ernmost shore, a young Indian very courteously requested the

next wight a sermon en the seeond coming of Christ. He said
turther:

“‘Home time ago X accepted Christianity, and now I have
gtudied the doctrines of your elweeh, and 1 bhelieve them,
I want to hear a sermen on the second eoming of Christ, for
I love that theme so mueh.” This man had walked ten miles
to attend this evening service, and returned to hiz home that
night afoot after the preaching. In eur conversation, I learned
that he had twenty-five or thirty Hiudu familics whom he had
interested in Christianity. As he learned that the next day
we would pass his community, he carried the news to the
Hindu families that the ‘ Blg Sahib ’ from Americh was coming
their way. This ereated a stir. They met together, and those
families drew up a request for a teacher, and semt a delegation
to the wayside to await cur arrival and presemnt it to us, The
request was read by a native docfor and tramslated for me
by our Indian worker, who wag acting as our guide. The
agpeal was fer a worker to teach them the Bible and about
Christ, as they were Hindus, and wanted to learn a hetter way.

“ As I listened to their story, and saw the earnestness in thoir
faces, and heard their plea, there surged thvough my seul an
almost overmastering desire to remain with them myself and
teael them the way of lifo, Hero was a wonderful opportunity,
How eould we pass it by? I wish you might have seen the
light that stele into their dark, pleading eyes, as they bowed
8¢ gratefully, when they were to{]d that we thought a teacher
could be sent. The picture is engraved wpon my mind as we
teft them standing there with eyes fastened npon us until
we fadef(% from hhetir sight, hands outstretehed to us truly,
as so offen our artists picturs it, pleading for the lght o
trath God has eommittedpto 2e” P o 8 t

Mission Boarp,
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