point 'ffyom' ﬁnrrer of
0 every. )alacz where
l-intouse. For the
} o decelve your

¢ days, §w Now, my brolber,
Know Jhat ihis was a historical
% a,f“praphfq 7 If you did, then
asa 1nlful misrepresentation to deceire
rreadu;, for yo'u well knew, (or if you
Dot, your wnler, Mr. Brown, did,) that
bad met and confated that argument in
_‘,alm‘ tevery place, iand there could be no
"expectau il in your:own mind to deceive
: - Or gid you suppose, prophecy meant
3 abd therefore you thought I nieant
He' book ot Danxcl days meant years 1,
o bls 6o y _you ‘are_ mistaken. And now,
{dear prother, let: me advise you, when
‘you ,?undgrmke the ditty task of reviewiog
others? w?rks, youfirst cast the beam out of
your own: eye, andllearn 10 dlsungt,ush be-
f hlstory and ptophecy

| years wnh us

| scripturey, 2,300,000 years,

iS'used‘ in a ﬁgumtive sense. That,i

Now let us apply lhls ‘to
Daniel’s 2300 days, and you will see it will |
be- unnawral, or contradict some other
You see,.for
four kingdoms 1o exist solong would be
very unoatural, and moreithan all that, it
\vould =euntradict other seriptymes. See
{Heb. iy 1-2. It-would not be called last
davs compared with times past if only: 4600,

ybe begtntsg-ofdays. |

This, roy de:i brother, i i$ my mander of
understanding and npplynng figures, and if
Lam right; ldqg)rav, that God will open
your eyes to sée the light. 1 might try
other figures by my rule, and bring you
many more samples; but a word to the
wise is sufficient ; and if you are not wise,
you will not understand, although 1 might
wultiply words without number. Preju-
dice, and prepossessed opinions, will shot
our eyes against the true light; but I hope
better things of you, my brother. As it re-
spects your ‘argaments, concerning Jacob
serving for Rachel, 1 must confess ycurs
looks as- “ludicrous” to me as mine does
toyou. Jacob had nothing {o do in making
the feast. Laban made the feast; Gen.

'uxiz, 22, In the 21st verse, Jacob says:

“Give me niy wife, for my days are ful-
filled.”  In this place, the word, “ ulfilled,”
means, his services of seven years were
completed. Then in the 27th verse, Laban
says: - “ Fulfil her work, and we will give
thee this also, for the service which thou

dext. Pasitiqn s as far from the

had passed; and ueaﬂy 2,300,000 years |o. r
1 e, - afh

explaxned by Jo
th‘e womaii:fled

woman were ‘g
gle, that
;- —unto—he
ratime, a
ithe face of

scnbed “And 10 the
two wmo's,_of a great ea

,-Indeﬁmiely a3 “a duy of trouble,”

t the 1260 days
siand balfa time;

5, are evmenlly ‘the same 1260
30 times 42 is 1260—-and of
definite,and are govemeﬁ by the same
of interpretation s day You can
this evidence if you pl ase ;’ but in so

ing you will make the wor

A e SLag ALe
n!’?‘fe the'dear children’

ed, “by words without

Your nextargiiment which I shall notice
is the one concerning’ the - “ten days.”
Rev. ii, 10. Itis true, that in my explana-
tion of the Smyraa cbutch, I supposed that
the “ten days” had an allusion to “ten
periods” of persecution, according to mny
first tule of interpretating days, when used
figuratively. And that these were used as
figures, is 1o me evident,—for the things
they were to suffer, if only ten literal days,
would hardly oe called a trial. Yet,sir, I
confess and ackuowledge, there were doubts
in my mind, whether the interpre:ation of
these days did not more properly belong to
the second rule of interpretation, “a day
far @ year I so, then they were fulflled
in the last part of the Smyrna church, un-
der the emperor Dioclesian, between the
year 302 and 312, "Wwhen Constantine put a
stop to their persecutions. (Sec Marsh’s
Ecclesiastical History, page 176 to 178.)
Atapy rate, I have broken po ruly, either
way.

f God are darken—
Enowledge.”

sbalt serve with me yet seven other years.

The next blunder of vours, I shall notice,

(] Of God (Qr, i

i ly into thé: grave together. - , :
4| \vus 1he character of these p g0057 Wil | th

Ing;

"ass of book

~ We cbmpltu

fgrace, &c.i 1 -
_ Dehmtely-—as one day, two days, 49
ay &c,, meaning years.

1000 years. |,
cases when we can pat on-the natu-
aning without a manifest impropriety,
tradiction of some other scripture, we
do it whether in prophecy or not,

tvenie, and hnrmomze m;h oy
inits copnection. I then apply my second
rule m}d 80 on the third. And just so,
dear sir, [ apply all figures, though all may
ot have as many meaniogs as days. In
these things the Bible is our rule, ’

Let .me now say to you, my brother,
whatyouhave called my rule “incariably,”
was not given as a rule, but only an asser-
uon concerning Daniel’s prophecy, or so
much as | was giving my views on, in my
lectures, 1 had thoroughly examined, as [
tnought, and still think the days mentioned
in the prophecy, and found them as I stated,
all to come under my second rule, nbove
oamed. I think I can see where'and how
you have been led to satirize, ridicule, and
misstate things in this letter, Perbaps the
fault was in my communications to the
public, not being more clear and distinct.
I frapkly and from my heart forgive you,
and may God [orgive me my trespasses, as
1 forgive you yours. WM. MILLER,
o cam— s

PARENTS’ DEPARTMENT.
— . -
From the Annals of Education.
Infinenee of Fictitious Writings,
When it was reported, some time ago,

{you nat'tind th

from . mﬁmcy, to dreams of:
Jay of the Lord, ‘and days connecxed'

‘{not inapplicable to our pr en§ ; fpose.
¥ wond.

wera hovel.
Will you not find they were &

which it was not possible they. tundd ever
| realize, and to principles of gction Aas re-
mote “from the best—from the gprigei lca
of the Bible—as heaven is remoe
hell? Is there no meaning in allxahls’

. One of the late numbers of Parley's
Magezine contdins a story which seems

Wewill venturedo insert it; 4 dgit
with thé more chedrfalcss; bécaue e
know itto be sirictly true. It is in the
form of a letter to the editor.

‘Mr. Epitor,—* | lutely heard the fol-
lowing singular anecdote of some boys in
Dorchester, near this city. There were
four of them, ell living in the sameneigh-
borhaod, and tvo of them were brothers.

*They had been reading the story of
Robmwn Crusoe, and were very much
delighted with his way of living. So they
put their hends to%‘elher, and formed the
very wise plan of living in the same man-
ner.

‘Having accordingly provided them-
selves with gang, powder, and some mon—
ey and provisions, they sarted off p
vately, intendiog to go to the lsland of
Nantucket ; and there, seperated from al!
the world, live as independently and as
happy as they supposed Crusoe did.

*Ihey left bome on Friday, and it was
not known, for sometinie, what had be-
come of them.  Their parents and friends
sought with muzh anxiety to find themn;
but all in vain; ard they were almost
ready to despair "of ever hearing any news
from their lost sons. It was nottill Sun-
day afiernoan that they were found.

“ At the close of the first day of their

abscence, oné of them seemea to feel the

| the pretence—: perhi

-Such at Jeast,

of removing i e, trick B
gree-of ﬁnery ¥ hlc fm?:i’s W
and defeats 1he. * Sueh; wi
¢onceive, are ny
{ings of the dav, ‘dod of for

j; believe 1o befth

rélution to mostdf the writin
Bulwer and Mitryat,:-

A capital migtakce is often i dt'
superficial, both in medlcma apdl:
‘Things and books onteihlighdiiiaT

oison, ate suppoSed to’be codpfipdl v
armless; while those, whose| & ts 8
more jmmecdiatg and Sbvicus, aré 'R

ed as proportmnally dangergug to
constitution. Thas maay whq ould not
for the world suffer thejr child e“;}l% take -

a dose of calomel or emetic tarfg¥, Will yet
encourage them to swallow th q' e snbe
stances disguised in the form of| p 1g, 'pos-

ders, lozenges, &¢.: and. will e ery Yens
ture upen their use uncombing ,;w én'in
very small quentities. Muhifades, in
like manner, may be found, wh' 'wifl
shrink back wn;.h horror from hc |

istration of the'nost needful ‘g»ra! ;
rectives, while they svili not besitatg fo ad-

such remedies as are found, irjthe
of the day. Now there 8 no point s
established, then that it is the| goisgh of
small uanunes,Jm bot inslantes, Which
most eHectually] if nét most rapidly. un-
dermines the constitution, phy?cn -and
moral. L

But our patience has been n'*ogt severe-
ly tried with the editors of our péipers and
periodicals. Theke men hmet:m. their
power to Tender our busy comymuuity a
mos* essential service, by a care f :1nd Jju-
! dicious examination of every work,

mit of an almest petpelual :!15~ I'q

N s

as so00 a8 it 19 issued from the Bress, and
by candidly pronouncing o n ”'lendgnqy



u sevrn years were
the 27th verse, Laban
ulft her work and we will give

nalt serve Wit

xt in’ Ezekxellm the
' Davnd as Ilaymv
bearmur ke sins
n % David] lav on
d Wef ﬂays Ly
, and. a ﬁ«ure? 1
calltsevell yeatl Butifa lnston-
t,~ 1éh 50. many days., lam: truly as-
1shedoﬁto See 57 many of qur _teachers,

Lof the first pruﬁclples of revelation.
hu}wholesa e sla derif yau plcase )
That Wbe Tispired wmeqa ‘have used:words
a great ‘many cases ina. figurative sense,
peciall in the prophe x' and—thal years,

’Alf::ys, imes, hours; and
beagts, bmls, mounlal s, islands, - waters,
en nnmes of] men|and women are us-
explaioed somewhere in
‘%o that the Bible student
be; decelved' But you‘say the
e \vbyﬁ 'iﬁec somketimes ai"ﬁgures in
' {I angwer they dre. As
bag hree different figura-
ides ‘rls pataral meaning,
or the tme the sun is
?, This is the general and
euse in | A hlcq it i3 used in relating
al Tacts} aid sdmetimes in prophe-
Ef u xs u e&m %h same scose. As, in the

7y vfe meaumgs, bes
u-/euiy-rour hours,

ase, of: JOseph’s proqhecy concefning the
utlér and Bak , thrée. days.™ But, say
lzow can we dxshn'vmsh between lite-
ral and figurativ 9 1answer, the connec-
-will delermlhe, ifitis used in an un-

u‘s!ion was, & pow loug shall be the vis-
n,” &c.’l Thp answer was, unto 2300

.doﬁls fo rise up, conquer each other, rule
"7-over a_great share of the world, and then
k:onqugred xh their_ turo, i less than

eveu yem. ; Ihen we look for a figurative
| Yiganitig ‘And first we find day used, de-
e f:duilg 8 penod‘of sime, the esistepce of 3

TR

: day, before : Jaco went in unto his wxi‘e
{Sees 8

gain’ the ‘feast was only. kept

¥ ses.,ﬁtdu{.ahan galh--

: made 8 féast. And it came to pass in the

0 brought. her 40 hlm“ “and- he went m
ubto-her.?” :Now-would it-be even probable,

o, that Laban would: lave changed his mode
| of giving bis dauahters, S0 soon; 160, when
‘| he wwas so. tenacious ¢! the customs of- bis

-country 7 "No sir, the* “ludicrous ™ is on
the other sule, my brother. i

"Jext your nrgument orrttmc. You say,
first, u 'Fhere is g’ evtdence that it is ever

times, ‘meaning 1260 days. Is it possible,
my dear sir, that you are so ignorant as to
rake this assertion ? In'the case of Neb-
uchadoezzar :- Daniel i iv, I23 —23: % And let
his portion be with the beasts of the ficld;
until seven times pass over him.” If times

why did David twice in; the same passage,
use the word seven to qualify the word
times? The very word seven definitely:
exp‘réss limitation, or dll'zration‘; and times
according to your definition means any
time, from 4 single moment to any number
of years, defivite or indefinite. If so, why
usc a numerical adjective to qualify time?
Forths exspress purpose, sjryto make it defi-
nite. And if you can bring Josephus as
testimony against me, surely I may use
your own witness against yourself. He].
tells us that Nebuchadnezzar was insane
seven years, and that Daniel’s seven times
were “then sogupderstood. But 1 have
-proof in the same passage, that Josephus is
right. See 34th verse: “ And at the end
of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar,” &c. If
seten times were indefinite, bow could he
know when the days would end. Yet he

seven fimes, in this historical account of
Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity, means seven
§ | years. '

“ Time” has its own proper meaning,
measnre of motion, ot duration of any thing,
It hasalsoits figurative meaning, as in Lev,
xxvi, 18,21, 24 and 28,—also Dan. iv, 18 vii,
253 and xii, 7,—and Rev. xii, 14. These
are all distinguished as such, by having a
numierical ccmne(:ted with “ time or times,”
and are explained in Nebuchadnezzar's
dream, to mean years. And this would be
natural, as we often use it. For we say a

year is 'a regullr time in ail parts of the

also, for the- sernce whlch lhou :

did know when they ended, and therefore | .

stop
Ec

AtA any _rate, I haw “br Len o rule

enher

10: helr'pewecuupns (See Marshs :
siastita Hlstory,Jpaoe 176 'to 178.) |

RENTS’ DDPAB.TMENT‘

And-what must every claudx m{nd th
a writer who- w:ll Abus- qnlséep' sent
views. ‘Those of this c)ass; whothave:read:
the work, you ca‘nnot deqew{e :'but bundreds;”
.gocd, honest, anitdiscer ing'méu; who have
not had an opportunity- f'rbadmfv for them-
selves, you may possibly dsceive:
Again: Your remarls op a daJ meaning
a thousand years, h&ve alrﬂady ‘noticed

.uusecLel;nwhm._Mnamn,_a_yﬂt,ow 1:2 | Permit me lo_hnn,_nng Mm _____ ‘. Dd not men kriojv;:

aat of this one:thing, thati one day s with
the Lord as a Uwusan years, and a thou‘
sand years a3 one ddy iy Aud now; slr,
;| you say youare some\dhamsevere. :
And [ thank you for ui sofar as it is'done

2 Peteriii, 8: * Buy, bElofed -be-not: lgnor-

mmmwnm_mmm_ngm%wm in_all of

vs; assistin educalmg'“ e
‘tojthe ‘blackest crime:
from me to say they do ;i
perhap« they think:the tend
worksqs quite 0! herwise, “Bur: Jf so.thcv
make 8 most serious and: unbappy mis-
take—la mistake too, for whose consequen-.
tainly be beld in a great:
responsible,

-,-,

“_they who are as

-lsought.with mushanxiely'to find
“ifbat all in v

‘I ready to-des
= ) from: their lpst sons.
|day afierngan thar they iwere found.

them;

Tt:was not 1l Sup-

“ Atthe close of the firstday of their
abscence, ongof them seemed o' feel the

! _r'xepwaehesﬂ‘- ~Bonscience;and -said rhut
dycat| his:mother'ivould. cry.if ke could not find
him.. . Another.sajd,

it hzs motherdid ery,

ﬁ?ey meant 10 |;

2in;*and they wers almost
pair of ever hearing any news

jet Were:des| 8

. LuLour patrence hag: been:n
|j tried wit lh ednors of our
periodicals. :
power 1o ren erh-our. busy commu
mos! essentia| service, byacar Sldnd]
dicious. examination of every nof |
as s000 s it i’ fssted from: tlie
by candidly }lwnouncms -On-13-tend
Some, indeed;’ zppear,t -do 'hls,
numsber js few:|* Th greater TRt Bo.
R N

y uppeared vei

much ashained: of thexr enletp[se,_ ang
el mumfvsxed auy great ‘desire’
lo repeat e
‘The moral ot thxs storv seems lo be the
following: . If a-book as unexceptionable
as’ I{obmson Crusoe hqs uguaily been
considered, produces such anhappy’ results’
on the young mind, swhat may not ‘be the
consequencesof Teading' jthethousand & |-
onevolumes; yearly issued fyom the press,

intellikent as Bulwer, and a8 “deeply Téad
in hundn-nature .as Marrvan——that while
describe, in such glowing terms,

ter of the ruffian or the desperads

;md—-such is human ~natare—are gradu-
aHv in'spite of ‘their bexterjndgmem, and

ihetl

agh .
SIL Lthiere are hundreds and thousands of ‘their
Tvoung readers who symipathize wiihi1im, | &

e characierand fendency are, to say
the least, far more questionable?
The truth | is, that this whole subject de-

‘those whomi,, moest nearly and deeply
Toncerns.
Ohristian parents andteichers. Letthem
watch, with the utmost care .ond fidelity,

'mands consideration—ifie consideration of

"W inean the consideration of

S pnnclp) s! :
We have §a1d that ‘our books
‘general, but poorly calculated 10 promoie - -
the well-bemg Lo the rising.. gher i
9pd have, onsa ormeroccasmui‘morej I
i :the importance “of “afjudjcicus
‘and. supervision in tbls depari-
Such a'service seems ﬁ‘,b
‘posed by the Amenican " Soci .l “for:
Diffusion of Useful. Khowled g e. A
tbe measures \‘vhlcﬁ’thns S0l y p;qbos;s
is, as we have already ‘ailureg] vuriread-
-eis;-the publi mmm‘ - serie: -ﬁof
of good tendency,’ to form the SAsig'of .i- -
braries for dnsﬁrrt schools am}f
We are fres o confiss, that w1u]e xe i

their plas, andlespecm ly the jobje l! lr.ey
propose—ithat of supplying ¢ ok ynuai- -
ty with books [nol less atts acthig ,-b‘@lauhe
same time more useful than  {linse swhich

your mlsxeprescntauou‘s of ray words, argu~
ments; or views, I pity, and pray for you.
But, dear brother, permit me o be a3 plaip
as you,and sum gp the cases of Miisrep
sentalions in this one lévter which® 1]
noticed. ' z

1. The argument vyhich you call mine,
concetning the spies jsearching the land'ie
not mine ; bat your own.

2. The “ten days, # Daiel and his three
friends fed on pulse, you represent as com-
ivg under my “invariable” rule. It does
pot come under that rule; for it 'was a his-
tory, not a prophecy.

3. The'Jews sinning 40 days, and there-
fore must have 4 years sorrow, is misrep-
resenting the Bible at least.

4. The “seven times,” that passed over
Nebuchadnezzar you well knew was a
matter of fact, which Daniel velates as hav-
ing all passed : See Daniel iv, 28, when Le
wrote the chapter, il not -the whole book,
“.And therefore could not be called .a
prophecy, but a history.”

5. On the word day, you say, “that I
contend it invariably means a year.” imply-
ing that I so understand it in all cases,
when you well knew that my rule, as you
call it, only stated “in the prophecy of
Daniel,” which 1 say, is proved by the 70
weeks. Eere is manifestly an effort tb
mislead those who had not read the work.

6. The one and twenty dgys, which Ga-
briel mentions, you say, accordiog to my
own showing, could not heve been mcre

iniview of the final resolts, * transformed
into the same image 7
Wa-cobld not—we rtepeat it—avoid

_thmkmrrthere was Something of truth in
the views of our friend, on this subject.
| Whai he says, at luust(!Ls‘-r -es considera-

tion, | The worksof the authors alluded
to, arid others of the same general class,
havejan amazing inﬂuen"e, at the present
time,) in this country, as is evinced by their
rapid sale. Whether they do or do not
educate to vice and crime is, thesefore, a
question of deep and paramount impor-
tance. ’

-840 far as we haveobserved for ourselves,
the majority of thosewhoare' most fond
of writings of this description, are very
far from being most likely to receive the,
right sott of impressions. They are per-
sons who are living onexcitement. Their
very blood is in a feverish state—to say
nothing of the state of their brain and
nerves. They bave been nursed in hot
vooms, and cradled i feathers, and dap-
dled on couches, and fed on stimulating
food, and medicated drinks and doses, till
they are ready, almest, to take fire on the
application of the lenslSpark And does
any one suppose thatth= mind can be cool
in'such a habitation?  Does any onesup-
pose, that while the thouse’ in ‘which it
lives igin a candition to be ignited at any
moment, the soul can be neuher pure of
safe ?

But we have not seen the full effects of
these writings. 'T'he generation that has
been reared most exclusively on the mis-
erable nutriment they afford, has not yet
come upon the siage of action. Tts edu.
cation is vet going on. Those who livé
thirty or fifty years hence, if any such

the characier of the mehta] food which 1s

their children’s souls. -iLetthem not say,
we have not time for this. They have
time to earn the reans of furnishing them
with every luxury for the body, and every:
gratification of the mind. They have!
time 10 pamper them, and render tbem
delicate, ane fitthem to be the slaves. of
appetite and the -votaries of indulgence.
At least, they too ofien find time for this,
in one way oranother. They find time
10 fit the body for lodging a mind that can-
not be satisfied with plain food; but can
they not figd time to appl the needfu}
corrective? It were surely enough to
prepare the soil for a. poisonous growth,
and to sow the seeds; will they not at
least try to eradicate the noxious plants, as
they begin to show, themselves? ~ Or will
they let all go at haphazard, and risk the
consequences ?

It does seem to us that parents in gener-
al—Christian  parents especially—are
most criminally negligent on this whole
subject. It does seem thet, in the scram-
ble for wealth, they have forgolien all else,
even the immortal minde and hearts of
the children whom God has given them.
We call on them—ws entreat them—to
cousider this subject ; to take time for it.
If they shall, after due reflection, determ-
ine to suffer their children and puplls to
read any book which:appears, without
discrimination, be it so. We can only
warn and protest; we cannot control.
But we do not mean that they shall da it
with their eyes shut; we mean to ulter 4

through-the whole extent of our Ameri-
ean community, oaly falls shortof it be-

daily forming, as it were, the life blood of

cry of remonstrance, which if not heard ithe

noa

: £l ourbool nd ¢ <h
L2 ll' T ouay and Vl‘ﬂ \lll\& + LA
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our hibraries—we conid cish

siill better, and, at the’ aameJtmt, more
dltarcuw, tHan those of whichat m]nadq
is given in the prospectus: Ha weger. we'
are willing to insert.a part of'| their’ pros- -
| pectus, and to,give encoura gep%em fo their
I measures, though they seem Wﬁfmp iinade-

Mveq-at
HEvey Ul

A seTies

quatew the wauts o ghe blic “mind,
starving and dying es it is in[thp raidst of
anover-excite|l, half:famished Ji fatute,

RELIGIOUS MISCEL{LMY

AN th‘Etl TING COMMU

One of thé'gentlemen add
following letter has sent it to
lication, “and exprs-sses a wan
ful interdst in its conténts—

RENSSELAERVILLE, Jan 23 1838

RESPECTED AXD MUC r\zwznzn
FrieNDs~—The cdatents of thi§ letter from
yourfnenda will no deubt s ﬁynse\vou ;
yet, if you in reality considerlus as friend-,
you will at lenst 50 far eomply with our.
wishes as to give the “subjert; of which
this letter treats, a serious consideration
which weask of you as friends, who feeia
deep interest in your prese t aud future
welfare. i

You are perhaps ere this mvpre. that
there has been of late|an urlbtzsum 2xcite-
ment in this place on the subjet of reli-
lrrmn. but you can form no ided T’tbe cx-
{tent of this great and glorious wotk, whick
!scarce!y any one can denyl i)c the work
of

>

Ymu-mu. .
-dssed in the
da for pud-
ni and grate-
N, Y, Evan.

vour fnends And afauwm hy
rice & God bave beeat. brouglt to'*
Bur~sinful condition . qd Beed of.a
T~sve have been bmugbz 10 sea thiat




