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STEWARDSHIP THE FOUNDATION OF TRUE RELIGION 
INTRODUCTION:
I t  i s  stra n g e  indeed th a t stew ard sh ip , the foundation o f tru e  r e l i g i o n , i s  the le a s t  ta lk e d  about -  the le a s t  under­stood o f  a l l  C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e s . And y e t ,  i t  i s  v i t a l l y  e s s e n t ia l  to  the p lan o f  s a lv a t io n ."The plan oi salvation begin* and end* In be­

nevolence. " 3T 548

I t  began h e re ."Foa. God &o loved the would, that he gave. . . "
John 3:16

I t  ends h e re .
"Gotkex my *aint* together unto me; tho*e that 
have. made, a covenant with me. by *acni(sic e ."

P*alm 50:5

To r e a l ly  understand C h r is t ia n it y  one must b eg in  a t  th is  p o in t o f  r e la t io n s h ip  between man and God. Je s u s , our per­f e c t  exam ple, s a id , "Foa. I came down j$Aom heaven,  not to do 
mine own w ill, but the w ill o$ him that *ent m e." {John 6: 
38) I f  the Son o f  God, ta k in g  upon H im self the c lo a k  o f  hum anity, recognized th is  r e la t io n s h ip  -  can f i n i t e  man take up h is  work from any other foundation?
P a u l, s e lf - a s s u r e d , z e a lo u s , w asn 't a very good steward un­t i l  th a t f a t e f u l  day on the road to Damascus, when both be­w ild ered  and amazed, he c r ie d  o u t , "LoA.d, what Wilt thou
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have. we. to do?n (Act6 9:6) This was the q u estio n  o f  a steward -  not an owner. From th a t time onward, he stro ve  to accom plish only one th in g  -  to carry  out the w i l l  o f  H is M aster.
The term stew ardship i s  r e c e iv in g  more emphasis today from both p u lp it  and p e r io d ic a l . This i s  due, in  most in s ta n c e s , to the c r i t i c a l  need fo r  funds to carry  on the b a s ic  fu n c­tio n s o f  the church. R arely  i s  t h is  need fo r  money recog­nized as an evidence o f  a la c k  o f s p i r i t u a l i t y  w ith in  the church -  the r e s u lt  o f  u n fa it h fu l  stew ardship . T h e re fo re , the term i s  u s u a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith money and n ot w ith i t s  tru e meaning -  the r e la t io n s h ip  which a man bears to  God.
This a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  money i s  very u n fo rtu n a te , fo r  i t  g iv es an improper connotation  to the term in  the minds of many p eo p le . T his e f f e c t i v e ly  robs i t  o f i t s  o r ig in a l  and d ig n if ie d  meaning.
This a t t itu d e  was expressed q u ite  v iv id ly  by an academy s tu ­dent fo llo w in g  a s e r ie s  o f s tu d ie s  on the s u b je c t . He s a id , " I  r e a l ly  enjoyed these p re se n ta tio n s  -  but when they to ld  us we were going to have four worship p eriods on stew ardship . . . I  s a id , ’ Stew ardship. . . u g h !’ "
The g iv in g  o f money might be an in d ic a t io n  o f  the f a i t h f u l  stew ardship o f means -  but i t  could never be synonymous w ith i t ,  because when stew ardship was d iv in e ly  ord ain ed , there w asn 't any money -  or churches -  or sch oo ls -  or m iss io n s.
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N eith er can stew ardship be regarded as a program, or a pro­cedure. I t  sim ply r e fe r s  to a r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .
"S tew ard sh ip ,"  Mr. Webster s a y s , i s  "th e  p o s it io n , d u t ie s , and r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f a ste w a rd ."  A steward i s  "a  man who manages a n o th e r's  p ro p e r ty ."  Thus i t  can be seen th a t to  a s s o c ia te  the term w ith money or anything m oney-related i s  to  a d u lte ra te  i t s  r e a l meaning.
I t  i s  odd th a t in  church usage the term should g e n e ra lly  be thought o f in  connection w ith f in a n c e , when in  every day p arla n ce  i t  i s  always used in  keeping w ith i t s  o r ig in a l  meaning. W hile the term steward i s  not commonly employed -  the words forem an, su p erin ten d en t, manager, or careta k e r are very f a m il ia r . Many tim es the in d iv id u a ls  h o ld in g  such p o s it io n s  are not re sp o n sib le  fo r  money a t a l l .  And, in  those cases where fin a n ce s are in vo lved  -  they are u s u a lly  only one o f  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  But in  every c a s e , these persons are accountable fo r  the goods, or p o rtio n s o f  goods, o f  another in d iv id u a l -  the owner. T his r e s p o n s ib il it y  i s  stew ard sh ip .
The degree o f a c c o u n ta b ility  which these stewards b e a r , v a r ie s  o f  course w ith the s iz e  and exten t o f the t r u s t .The very f a c t  they have been en tru sted  w ith the use and o v e rs ig h t o f the p ossession s b elo n gin g  to another person proves th a t th is  i s  a p o s it io n  o f d ig n it y .
I t  i s  p la u s ib le  th a t the average C h r is t ia n  steward does
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n o t r ig h t ly  understand the meaning o f  the term because he does not consider h im se lf as a steward -  but th in k s o f  him­s e l f  as an owner. This i s  r e g r e tta b le , fo r  every person becomes a steward a t  b ir t h . He may be a good steward or a bad one -  but he remains a steward as long as he l i v e s .
As a stew ard, a man i s  en tru sted  w ith goods, ta n g ib le  and in ta n g ib le  -  a measure o f time -  a measure o f ta le n t  -  a measure o f m a te ria l th in g s . For these he i s  re sp o n sib le  and w i l l  be h eld  a cco u n ta b le . The term stew ardship r e fe r s  to  t h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .
I f  then the word stew ardship r e fe r s  to the r e la t io n s h ip  which e x is t s  between God and man, why are the m a te ria l th in g s o f  l i f e  accentuated when d e a lin g  w ith  t h is  su b je c t?  There are three major reaso n s.
F i r s t ,  money and m a te ria l th in s  appear to be the fo c a l  p o in t o f  a l l  s e lf is h n e s s . The reason b e in g  th a t these rep ­resen t s e c u r ity  and are the consuming go a l o f  the average in d iv id u a l ju s t  as soon as he i s  old  enough to recogn ize  th a t fo o d , c lo th in g  and s h e lte r  are e s s e n t ia l  to l i f e .
S e lfis h n e s s  bein g the b a s is  fo r  every other s in  -  to erad­ic a t e  i t  one must begin  a t i t s  fo c a l  p o in t . Every C h r is t ia n  must be led  to reco gn ize  th a t s e c u r ity  i s  not found in  m a te ria l th in g s -  but in  com plete and u nquestioning de­pendence upon God. Therefore the r e la t io n s h ip  which e x is t s  between f a i t h f u l  stew ardship and m a te ria l th in g s must be
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c le a r ly  d e fin e d .
Second, money or m a te ria l th in g s are a v is i b le  rep resen ta ­tio n  o f  the a c tu a l expenditure o f l i f e .
The e a r ly  American author and n a t u r a lis t  Thoreau, observed th a t men do not r id e  on the tr a in s  -  the tr a in s  r id e  on them. To h is  s k e p t ic a l neighbors he exp lain ed  th a t the t ie s  and r a i l s  on which the tr a in  moves rep resen t a p o rtio n  o f  the l iv e s  o f  the men who la id  them.
When a C h r is t ia n  g iv es a g i f t  o f  money, he i s  r e a l ly  g iv in g  th at which rep resen ts a p o rtio n  o f  h is  l i f e  -  th a t p o rtio n  he used in  earn in g  i t .  In  th is  way he i s  a c t u a lly  g iv in g  h im s e lf .
T h ird , God through the prophet M a lach i, c a lle d  fo r  a "re tu rn " unto Him. When the people in qu ired  as to the s p e c i f ic  ac­t i v i t y  in  which they were la x  -  He r e fe rre d  to th e ir  robbery o f  Him in  t ith e s  and o f f e r in g s . God pointed to t h is  as the diseased root to  a l l  th e ir  problem s.
With u n fa ith fu ln e s s  in  t i t h in g  so p rev ale n t in  the remnant church , and fr e e w il l  o ffe r in g s  showing a marked p e rce n ta g e - of-incom e d e c lin e  -  su re ly  the message which God se n t to H is people ju s t  p r io r  to the f i r s t  appearing o f H is Son, must be the message He has fo r  H is people ju s t  b e fo re  the second and f i n a l  ap p earin g. For these reasons money and m a te ria l p o ssessio n s are considered o f s u f f i c i e n t  impor­tance to  d isc u ss  s p e c i f i c a l l y  when co n sid e rin g  the broad
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s u b je c t  o f stew ardship .
For Further Study:3T 214 2 C o r. 11:3 3T 405, 409 Gen. 1:26 TIMKH 220 Luke 16:2 M att. 25:21 M att. 21:38 Luke 12:42,43 Luke 12:15 Mark 10:17-24

LS 241 2SM 186 E c c l . 2 :17,18 M ai. 3:7 TM 60 IT 194 Eph. 5 :3 ,5  3T 395 CS 54, 289 2T 196 IT 221
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CHAPTER ONE
MAN'S RELATIONSHIP TO GOD

When God cAeated man, he gave 
him dominion oveA the uihole 
uiofitd. Thai he had li£ e  ten- 
ancy a& long oa he remained 
a faith fiat AtmaAd.

Man was never given the world or anything in  i t  -  ju s t  do­m inion, or stew ardship . T his i s  the only r e la t io n s h ip  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  fo r  a man to have w ith  God.
"And God A aid, Le£ ua make man in  oua image, 

and afiten oua tikene&A, and le t  them have 
dominion oveA the fi&h ofi the Aea, and oveA 
the fiowl ofi the aiA, and oveA the cattle, and 
oveA a lt the eaAth." Gene&iA 1:26J u s t  as long as he m aintained th is  r e la t io n s h ip  he was per m itted  to  e a t o f the tre e  o f  l i f e  and could have thus p er­petuated h is  l i f e  in to  an en d less e x is te n c e .

In  order fo r  man to carry  out the r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f h is  stew ard sh ip , i t  was necessary fo r  him to have the power o f ch o ice  -  the a b i l i t y  to  make d e c is io n s . To make i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  him to e x e r c is e  t h is  power o f c h o ic e , th ere had to be some ch o ice  th a t could be made. God f u l f i l l e d  th is  con d i­t io n  by p la n tin g  one tr e e  in  the m iddle o f  the man's garden home -  then r e s t r i c t i n g  i t  fo r  H im s e lf. Now man could choose.
He had a b s o lu te ly  no use fo r  t h is  tre e  or the f r u i t  which i t  produced. He had been provided w ith e v e ryth in g  fo r  h is



nourishment and p leasu re -  t h is  tre e  was p laced th ere as a v i s i b l e  proof o f h is  power o f cho ice and to t e s t  h is  lo y a lty  and obedience.
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When man v io la te d  t h is  r e s t r ic t io n  in  h is  stew ard sh ip , he f o r fe it e d  h is  r ig h t  to the dominion o f  the e a r th . He a lso  lo s t  h is  p r iv ile g e  o f  en d less e x is te n c e .
The op inion  i s  o fte n  expressed th a t the p e n a lty  fo r  " ta k in g  one ap p le" was too se v e re . I t  must be recognized th a t the laws regard in g  the r e la t io n s h ip  between an owner and a stew­ard have always been very s t r i c t .  In  Adam’ s c a s e , the a c t  was not only a v io la t io n  o f  h is  stew ard sh ip , but an a c t o f  r e b e ll io n  a g a in s t H is C re a to r . R e b e llio n , in s u r r e c t io n , mu­t in y , and re v o lu tio n  have u s u a lly  c a rr ie d  the p en a lty  o f  d e ath . No e a r th ly  kingdom can t o le r a te  an arch y, much le s s  God' s u n iv e rs e .
The g re a t problem throughout the c e n tu r ie s  has been th a t men have embraced the pagan theory o f ownership ra th e r  than the C h r is t ia n  b e l i e f  o f stew ardship . This man-the-owner theory o r ig in a te d  w ith  the d e v il  who s a id , "T itiitt OAcZftd. above the. height* o£ the. ctoucU; I  wi lt i  be tike, thz Molt 
Htgh." (lA atafi 14:14) T his same d e sire  fo r  ownership was so ld  by the serpent to E ve. Adam bought i t  and bequeathed to h is  descendants the in o rd in a te  d e s ire  fo r  ow nership.
I t  appears in  many forms today -  in  rank atheism  -  in  hea­then id o l  worship -  in  the "God i s  Dead" theory -  in  pro­
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fe s s in g  C h r is t i a n i t y ,  when Godf s claim s are ig n o red . But i t  has on ly  one source -  the d e sire  to  exclude God from the so v ereign ty  o f  the u n iv e rse . I f  there i s  no God -  th ere are no stewards -  and the whole p lan  o f  redemption i s  w ithout any meaning; the death o f  C h r is t  was in  v a in .
The very b a s is  fo r  the C h r is t ia n 's  hope i s  e te r n a l stew ard­sh ip  -  the stew ardship o f unfathom able p ossession s -  the hope o f  e te r n a l l i f e .  I f  a C h r is t ia n  does not recogn ize th is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God -  he denies the very foundation fo r  h is  f a i t h .
But man w i l l  always remain a stew ard. The r e s t r ic t io n  in  h is  stew ardship i s  th a t he can never own anything -  e it h e r  here on th is  e a r th , or in  the earth  made new. H is g r e a te s t  a s p ir a t io n , h is  most lo f t y  am bition w i l l  always be lim ite d  to a l i f e  tenancy -  but fo r  a l l  e t e r n it y . Houses he may b u ild , v ineyards he may p la n t -  b ut they w i l l  s t i l l  belong to God.
The r e b e llio u s  a c ts  o f men today are ju s t  as se rio u s  as those o f  Adam and Eve, and carry  the same consequences. Every member o f  the human fa m ily  i s  g iven a dominion over c e r ta in  th in g s . Each Is  re sp o n sib le  and w i l l  be h eld  accountable fo r  these th in g s . The rewards and p e n a lt ie s  have never been decreased or changed . . . e te r n a l death i s  the pen­a lt y  -  e te r n a l l i f e  i s  the reward.
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For Further Study:P s . 50:10-12 Dan. 7:27 Gen. 2:17 1 BC 1082-1086 Gen. 3:19 M att. 25:30
1 Sam. 15:23 Luke 12:16-20 P s . 14:1 I s a .  65:21 Rom. 14:12
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CHAPTER TWO
STEWARDSHIP IN THE PLAN OF SALVATION

God ib tzAting man with ma- 
tzAial things to dztzAminz. 
his a b ility  to manage, zXzAnal 
posszAAionA.

The p lan  o f  s a lv a tio n  was designed to perm it man to reg a in  the stew ardship which he lo s t  through d iso b e d ien ce .
Much has been w ritte n  about the p arad ise  th a t was lo s t  and the p ara d ise  th a t i s  to  be re g a in e d . But what was t h is  p ara d ise? In  the minds o f many people i t  was an e th e re a l land o f q u ie t  and s o litu d e  where there wasn’ t  much going on or much to do.
Adam and Eve were given the o v e rs ig h t o f a v a s t  c r e a tio n .As stew ards, they had a g reat d eal to keep them in te r e s te d  and occu p ied . The p ara d ise  p a r t was the id e a l  c o n d itio n s under which they liv e d  and worked.
How can anyone f a i l  to  see th a t the p ara d ise  th a t i s  to be regained w i l l  a ls o  be a land o f  p ro d u ctive  a c t i v i t y .  "And they s h a l l  b u ild  houses" c e r ta in ly  denotes a c t io n . "And they s h a l l  p la n t v in eyard s" should cre a te  the lo v e ly  p asto ­r a l  p ic tu r e  o f  people w orking. Once again  the p arad ise p a rt w i l l  be the id e a l co n d itio n s  under which men may l iv e  and work.
How does God’ s o r ig in a l  p lan  fo r  stew ardship f i t  in to  th is
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scheme? God created a world and p laced  a man in  charge o f i t .  He lo s t  i t .  The p lan  o f  redemption was formed to allow  a man to  reg ain  the stew ardship which he lo s t  through d is ­obedience. (See i l lu s t r a t io n )
O r ig in a l C re a tio n  New C rea tio nP lan  o f

y S a lv a tio n  ^Stew ardship the T estMan lo s t  h is  p r iv ile g e  o f  e n jo y in g  an e te r n ity  o f happy s e c u r ity  because he v io la te d  the r e s t r ic t io n  in  h is  stew­a rd sh ip . In  h is  fu tu re  home there w i l l  be no t e s t  -  th is  w i l l  have a l l  been taken care o f  in  advance. This te s t in g  i s  a v i t a l  p a rt o f the p lan  o f  redem ption.
Je su s  brought t h is  to the a tte n tio n  o f  H is h earers in  the p ara b les o f the stewards -  the man who found a tre a su re  in  a f i e l d  -  the r ic h  man whose f i e ld s  produced so b o u n t if u l ly . This same tru th  was reemphasized in  the messages to  the e a r ly  church. "So then eveAy one otf u6 th a li give, account 
ofi htn&eZfi to God," (Romm& 14:12) "Moneovea i t  Ke-

qutaed tn &tewa/Ld&, that a man be found fiaitkfiut." [1 Coa. 
4:2)

Too o fte n  the t e s t in g  p o rtio n  o f the p lan  o f s a lv a t io n  i s  passed over l i g h t l y ,  or n e g le c te d . The id ea  th a t  a man has no r e s p o n s ib il it y  excep t to  b e l ie v e , appeals to the s e l f i s hh e a r t . This i s  an e r r o r .
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"Whzn the coaza o£ edit come tn aevtew begone 
God, the question, 'What did they pSLOfiei4 ' t i  
Yieven. aiked, but what have they done?"

UH 7/13/86

W hile f a i t h  i s  the key to a ccep ta b le  s e r v ic e  -  f a i t h  w i l l  always be demonstrated by corresponding works. These works w i l l  be the outgrowth o f  a l iv i n g  connection w ith God in  f a i t h f u l  stew ardship . Those who en ter in to  the g lo r ie s  o f heaven and the new earth  w i l l  have proved them selves e f f i ­c ie n t  and f a i t h f u l  managers o f the tim e , t a le n t s ,  and means en tru sted  to them.
The o r ig in a l  te s t  and the t e s t  today are s im ila r  in  th a t they both concern m a te ria l th in g s . And they are a ls o  a lik e  be­cause they are a t e s t  o f  re c o g n itio n  o f  Godf s ownership and obedience. How a man r e la te s  h im se lf to th is  te s t  w i l l  de­term ine h is  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  e te r n a l stew ardship -  the domin­io n  over im p erishable r ic h e s .
Not on ly  i s  i t  im portant how a man uses h is  p o ssessio n s but i t  i s  e q u a lly  s i g n i f i c a n t  how he acq u ires them. Every a ct w i l l  be the r e s u lt  o f h is  m otives and these are most impor­ta n t . God i s  keeping an a c c u ra te , u p -to -d a te  record o f  each man’ s stew ardship and from t h is  record He w i l l  determ ine i f  a man i s  s a fe  to sa v e .
There are th ree d is t in c t  areas o f t e s t  in  the m a te ria l pos­se ssio n s  w ith  which a man i s  en tru sted  (1) the t i t h e  (2) f r e e w il l  o ffe r in g s  (3) the management o f  the remainder o f  h ist r u s t .
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The t i t h in g  p r in c ip le  was ordained by God to keep c o n tin u a l­ly  in  man's mind the fa c t  o f  God’ s ow nership. God knew th a t in  the busy p u rsu it o f  b u s in e s s , man would tend to  fo r g e t  h is  steward-owner r e la t io n s h ip . Therefore He chose to en ter in to  a c lo s e  p artn ersh ip  agreement w ith him. God fu rn ish e s a l l  the a s s e ts  o f  tim e, t a le n t ,  and means. Man i s  to retu rn  ten p ercen t o f the in cre a se  (or p r o f it s )  to Him as H is share o f  the p a rtn e rsh ip .
The retu rn  o f  the t i t h e  i s  a re c o g n itio n  o f t h is  p artn ersh ip  agreement -  an acknowledgement o f God's ow nership. Then, i t  i s  a t e s t  o f  obedience to a s p e c i f ic  command. God has in d i­cated H is share to be ten p ercent -  not n in e , s i x ,  or three -  e x a c t ly  te n .
In  the d iv in e  arrangem ent, man i s  p erm itted to manage the rem aining n in ety  p e rc e n t. W hile t h is  a lso  belongs to God, he i s  g iven f u l l  c o n tro l o f  i t s  use and d is p e r s a l . P a rt he i s  allowed to retu rn  to God in  fr e e w ill  o f fe r in g s  o f love and g ra titu d e  -  p art he may use fo r  h is  d a ily  sustenance -  p a rt to  in cre a se  h is  stew ardship -  and p a rt he can save fo r  "ra in y  day" em ergencies.
The only way in  which man i s  perm itted to show h is  lo ve and g r a titu d e  to God i s  through the g iv in g  o f f r e e w i l l ,  s a c r i ­f i c i a l  g i f t s .  The a t t itu d e  which m otivates the g i f t  -  not i t s  amount w i l l  be the measure o f  th is  t e s t .  There are three p r in c ip le s  which serve as g u id e lin e s  in  the g iv in g  o f f r e e w il l  o f f e r in g s .
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(1) The a tt itu d e  o f  the g iv e r  (2) the a b i l i t y  o f the g iv e r  and (3) the f a i t h  o f the g iv e r .
Je su s  brought these p r in c ip le s  in to  focus when He made the profound o b servatio n  th a t a poor widow, who had dropped two t in y  m ites in to  the g rea t temple c h e s t , had given more than those who had c a s t  in  g rea t amounts. F i r s t ,  her g i f t  was the r e s u lt  o f a h e a rt o verflo w in g w ith love and g ra titu d e  to God. Second, the o f fe r in g  was p i t i f u l l y  sm all because her stew ardship was s m a ll. T h ird , her f a i t h  was so stro n g th a t in  s p it e  o f the fa c t  th a t p a rt o f her very l iv i n g  was in clu d ed  in  her g i f t ,  she tru ste d  God to care fo r  her n eces­s i t i e s .
This rem arkable sto ry  tra n sla te d  in to  a p r a c t ic a l  a p p lic a ­t io n  i s  t h is .
F i r s t ,  a manf s g i f t  w i l l  be commensurate w ith the amount o f love he has in  h is  h ea rt and only lim ite d  by h is  a b i l i t y .The poor widow loved God so much th a t she reached in to  her meager sto re  fo r  an o f fe r in g  which would express t h is  lo v e . Not f in d in g  enough to  s a t i s f y  th is  d e sire  fo r  exp ressio n  -  she in clu d ed  p a rt o f her very l i v i n g .  God d id n 't  req u ire  t h is  -  i t  was the r e s u lt  o f lo v e .
Second, a man i s  only required to g ive  "as he i s  a b le "  -  "as God hath prospered h im ."  This i s  the p r in c ip le  o f equal s a c r i f i c e  -  not equal g iv in g .
T h ird , a person must possess a f a i t h  which f u l l y  depends
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upon God a t a l l  tim es and under a l l  circu m stan ces. This w i l l  perm it him to fo llo w  God's d ir e c t io n s , even i f  i t  d o esn 't seem p o s s ib le  from the human sta n d p o in t. He must b e lie v e  th a t a l l  the n e c e s s it ie s  o f l i f e  w i l l  be provided fo r  him -  ju s t  because God has promised i t .
F in a l ly ,  a man must manage the b alan ce o f h is  r e s p o n s ib il it y  in  such a manner th a t he w i l l  be u n a fra id  to render an ac­co u n tin g . The ru le  to  fo llo w  i s  t h i s .  This p o rtio n  must be handled as the owner would handle i t  i f  he were p resent and managing i t  fo r  h im s e lf .
For Further Study:SD 15Rev. 2 1 :7 ,8  Rev. 22:3 Micah 4:8 Rom. 5:18-21 Gen. 3:22 PP 528James 2:14-20 Gen. 3:11 Lev. 27:30-33 M ai. 3 :8 ,9  9T 250

TIMKH 221 D eut. 8:11-14Lev. 27:32 2 C o r. 9:7 2 Cor. 8:12 CS 18,19Mark 12:41-44D eut. 16:17 1 C o r. 16:2 M att. 6:30 P s . 62:12
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CHAPTER THREE
THE LIMITATION IN STEWARDSHIP

OwnoJiAkip hat> unlimited ptUv*.- 
l<La<u - 4tewcuid4 hip aJtway* has 
4 owe. >iz4&UcJU.on.

One o f the most s ig n i f i c a n t  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  stew ardship i s  the r e s t r ic t io n  im plied in  i t s  d e f i n it i o n , "th e  re sp o n si­b i l i t y  o f  one who manages a n o th e r's  p r o p e r ty ."  I t  i s  obvious th a t i f  the property b ein g  managed belongs to another person -  th ere must be some r e s t r ic t io n  as to  i t s  use and d is p o s it io n .
For in s ta n c e , an owner may s e l l  or otherw ise d isp ose o f h is  property a t any time and in  any manner which he may choose. This same a c t by a steward (or manager) i f  unauthorized would c o n s t itu te  embezzlement. Man-made laws impose severe p e n a lt ie s  fo r  t h is  fe lo n y .
That the v io la t io n  o f  the r e s t r ic t io n  in  stew ardship i s  acrim e, was recognized by the young Hebrew Jo se p h . Throughno f a u lt  o f  h is  own -  excep t perhaps fo r  a b i t  o f  ta le - b e a r -  »in g  and n a iv e te  in  t e l l i n g  the fam ily  o f  some unusual dreams, he found h im s e lf a s la v e  to the w ealthy and i n f lu e n t ia l  P o t i -  p h ar, the c a p ta in  o f  the k in g 's  guard.
Because o f h is  fa it h fu ln e s s  to d u ty , he was f i n a l l y  e le v a te d  to a p o s it io n  o f alm ost com plete a u th o rity  in  the E g y p tia n 's  household. That Joseph recognized th a t h is  a u th o rity  did not in clu d e  ev e ryth in g  which h is  Master p o ssessed , i s  c le a r ly
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shown by h is  r e fu s a l  to en ter in to  a l ia is o n  w ith P o tip h a r ’ s ad u ltero u s w ife . N o tice  c a r e fu lly  M o ffa t t 's  t r a n s la t io n  o f t h is  in c id e n t .
"But he toAused, He said to his mastun's wiAe,

My master does not trouble himselA about any- 
thing In the. household, but has leAt every­
thing in  my hands, so that my authority is  
equal to his own; he has kept nothing Atom 
me except yourseZA> A0/L y°u ^ e  his wi^e.
How then can I cormit this gneat crime and 
sin against God?" Genesis 39:8,9

Joseph recognized th a t a v io la t io n  6 f the r e s t r i c t i o n  in  h is  stew ardship would c o n s t itu te  a crime -  a v io la t io n  o f h is  moral in t e g r it y  would be a s in  a g a in s t God.
In  the stew ardship given to man a t  the c re a tio n  o f the w orld , th ere was one r e s t r i c t i o n , the tr e e  o f  knowledge o f good and e v i l .  Man was warned not to  touch th is  tre e  or to e a t o f  i t s  f r u i t  on p ain  o f  d eath . This was the only r e s t r ic t io n  in  h is  stew ard sh ip . By honoring i t ,  or ig n o rin g  i t  he would c le a r ly  dem onstrate whether he could be tru ste d  or n o t. When he chose to disobey -  when he chose to deny God's ownership o f  th is  tr e e , he became an em bezzler, a p p ro p ria tin g  to him­s e l f  th a t which belonged s o le ly  to the Owner. In  s h o r t , he v io la te d  the terms o f  h is  c o n tr a c t .
In  th is  l i g h t ,  i t  i s  a l l  the more w onderful th a t God would lo ve t h is  man so much He made p ro v is io n  to re s to re  him to h is  honored p o s it io n  o f  stew ardship a g a in . He emptied a l l  heaven ju s t  to pay the p en a lty  fo r  th is  crim e. The u n fa lle n  w orlds must have thought the p r ic e  fo r  man’ s redemption was
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e n t ir e ly  too h ig h .
"Ai t  the untveAAe would have. been juAt a* 

happy H  God would have le^t thtA wonZd to 
peJdAh." T1HKH 367

Every person i s  b ein g  te ste d  today. A p o rtio n  o f  h is  means and a p o rtio n  o f h is  time belongs to God. These are the re s t r ic t io n s  in  h is  stew ardship .
For Further Study:A cts 5:4 1BC 1083Luke 16:2 2SM 134Gen. 39:1-9
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE UNIVERSAL PRESCRIPTION FOR HAPPINESS

Tme happlne66 hcu only one, 
foundation - God rru&t be fviAt 
In everything.

God has always had on ly  one d e sire  fo r  man -  th a t he should be happy. E verythin g which He created  was fo r  h is  use and p le a s u re . Every word o f in s tr u c t io n  given to him b efo re  and a f t e r  Eden, was to make him a happy, h e a lth y , and a h oly  be­in g . The only r e s t r ic t io n s  ever given were to provide a s a fe  guard a g a in s t unhappiness.
But the only foundation o f  true happiness i s  the d iv in e  p r in ­c ip le  th a t God must be f i r s t .  F ir s t  -  b efo re s e l f  -  f i r s t  b e fo re  loved ones -  f i r s t  b efo re  every other c o n sid e ra tio n .
There i s  an in te r e s t in g  sto ry  found in  Is a ia h  44:14-17. I t  t e l l s  how a heathen man cut down an ash tr e e , b u i l t  a f i r e ,  cooked h is  m eal, and then warmed h im s e lf . For some reason he s t i l l  w asn 't q u ite  s a t is f ie d  so he picked up a scrap o f wood and carved a god. The n ext scene shows him bowing down to  th is  p a th e tic  l i t t l e  image and s a y in g , " D e liv e r  me, fo r  thou a r t  my g o d .”
Anyone in  a s o p h is tic a te d  s o c ie ty  who reads th is  sto ry  is  amazed a t i t s  u t te r  s t u p id it y . I f  the man had cut down a tre e  -  taken a choice p ie ce  o f wood fo r  h is  god -  then b u i l t  the f i r e  from the shavings (or residue) i t  might have made
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some sense -  but the sequence in  which he did  i t  makes no sense a t a l l .
However, a c a r e fu l study o f th is  in c id e n t w i l l  produce a very d is tu r b in g  p a r a l l e l .  Remember th a t the man made h is  god out o f the "re sid u e " -  ju s t  what was l e f t  o v e r . In  t h is  l i g h t ,  how much d iffe r e n c e  i s  there between t h is  heathen and a p ro fe s s in g  C h r is t ia n  -  i f  the C h r is t ia n ’ s God comes la s t ?  I f  God gets ju s t  what i s  l e f t  o ver, a f t e r  every r e a l or im aginary want has been s a t i s f i e d  -  ju s t  the resid u e . . . i s  th ere r e a l ly  any d iffe r e n c e ?
The common denominator o f  a l l  the w orld ’ s i l l s  and problems i s  the s o c i a l ly  accepted s in  o f  covetousness and s e lf is h n e s s  or sim ply ta k in g  care o f s e l f  f i r s t .  Most people fin d  them­s e lv e s  in  tro u b le  because they use th e ir  tim e, t a le n t s , and incomes only fo r  them selves.He g ets the le f t o v e r s . But the very f i r s t  commandment s a y s , "Thou s h a lt  have no other gods b e fo re  m e." This teaches th a t nothing must come b e fo re  God -  n o th in g .
In  God's p lan  fo r  h ap p in ess,He must be f i r s t .  I f  one fo llo w s t h is  p r e s c r ip t io n , he can be a b s o lu te ly  sure

I f  God i s  remembered a t  a l l  -

\

Forme
//

J  resid u e Man’ s way

fo r  God^—
\

Forme
tGod's Way

o f the n e c e s s it ie s  o f l i f e
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fo o d , c lo th in g , s h e lt e r . He can l i v e  se cu re ly  -  in  an in ­secure w orld . He can be c e r ta in  -  in  an age o f u n c e r ta in ty .
Even in  th is  p lan  can be seen God’ s d e sire  fo r  man’ s h ap p i­n e ss . There i s  nothing as empty and u n s a tis fy in g  as a l i f e  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  The unhappiest people in  the world are those who spend a l l  th e ir  tim e , en erg y , and money on them­s e lv e s . In  c o n tr a s t , the h ap p iest people are those who are com pletely u n s e lfis h  -  always doing th in g s fo r  o th e r s . These are the N ig h tin g a le s , the L iv in g sto n e s  . . . g re a t because they were servan ts o f hum anity, l iv i n g  the p r a c t ic a l  r e l ig io n  o f Je su s C h r is t .
God knew th a t th is  i s  the only way in  which a man can be happy. T h e re fo re , He has given him the op p ortun ity  to share in  the g reat p lan  o f s a lv a t io n . In  working fo r  others -  in  sh a rin g  h is  f a i t h ,  and hope, and the good news o f s a lv a t io n  -  a man reaches the g r e a te s t  h e ig h ts  o f jo y  and contentm ent.
This i s  p u ttin g  God f i r s t .  "Ton I u)at> an hanguzd, and yz 
pave me mzat: 1 wa4 tlv&iAty, and yz pave me dnink: I waa 
a A&iangzA, and yz took me in . Nakzd, and yz clothzd me:

I u)a& tick and yz viAitzd me: I wa6 in p/U6on and yz came 
to me." [Matt. 25:35,36)

And so to be supremely happy one must p la ce  God f i r s t  above every other a c t i v i t y  or c o n sid e ra tio n  -  th en , h is  b roth er whom C h r is t  died to save -  and f i n a l l y  h im se lf . . . and in  th a t o rd e r . Job s a id , " I  MX6 zyz6 to tkz biind, and
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was I to the. lame. I  was £athza to the poo*: and the. 
cause wktck I knew not I Aeatiched out." (Job 29:15,16)

For Further Study:Gen. 3:6 6T 4484T 18 m  481Ex. 20:3 Prov. 3 :9 ,1 03T 398 M ai. 1 :6-84T 474 Luke 12:22-31
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CHAPTER FIVE
THE MOTIVE IN GIVING

The onZy true motive, in giv­
ing is  Zove,

The exp ression  i s  o fte n  used, e s p e c ia lly  i f  th e present i s  ra th e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  " i t ’ s not the g i f t  th a t counts -  but the thought behind i t . ”  A c tu a lly  th is  i s  tr u e . The g i f t  i s  r e a l ly  unimportant -  but the m otive prompting i t  i s  o f the utmost im portance.
M otives are the f r u i t  o f  the a t t itu d e s  -  and the a tt itu d e s  are the fa b r ic  from which the l i f e  i s  woven. Every a c t  o f  l i f e  then w i l l  be an outgrowth o f these a t t it u d e s .
I f  the a tt itu d e s  in  l i f e  are s e l f i s h ,  the p a tte rn  o f  l iv i n g  w i l l  be fo r  s e l f .  Such a person may d is p la y  g re a t l i b e r a l i t y ,  b ut ly in g  beneath th is  facade w i l l  always be the b l ig h t  o f s e lf is h n e s s . Such a person g iv es to get -  some reward -  r e c ­o g n itio n  -  g lo ry  -  p ra is e  -  p o s s ib ly  a ta x  r e l i e f !
I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  w ithout lo v in g  but i t  i s  im p ossib le  to  love w ithout g iv in g . And God has given man the p r iv ile g e  o f  e x p ressin g  i t .

" . . .  God permits as to 6 how oar appreciation 
oi His mercies by 6eZfi-sacrificing e^orts to 
extend the &ame to others. This is the oniy 
my in  uihich i t  is  po*6ibZe ior as to manifest 
oua gratitude and Zove to God, He has provided 
no other. " CS I S , 19
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Ju s t  because there i s  a need or some "good cause" should have no thin g to do w ith the m otive in  g iv in g . P aul re fe rre d  to t h i s ,  "Evzny man according a& he. punpoAeth tn hi6 hzant,

40 le t  him give; not gnudalngly, on neeeAAlty: fan God 
loveth cl eheen^ul given." (2 Con. 9:7) However, most church members have been cond itioned to g iv in g  to "good causes" or to  em ergencies. This h a b it  has produced some d e trim en tal s id e  e f f e c t s .
I t  has opened the door to " u n s c r ip tu ra l"  and " u n s a n c tifie d "  methods o f  o b ta in in g  fu n d s. I t  has encouraged spasmodic g iv ­in g . I t  has strengthened the im pulse to g ive  to th in g s ra th e r than to God. And, i t  has taught people to g iv e  from the wrong m otives.
(U n s crip tu ra l and u n s a n c tifie d  methods w i l l  be covered in  a la t e r  c h a p te r .)
Spasmodic g iv in g  produces spasmodic C h r is t ia n s . O c c a sio n a l, em o tio n al, or pressured g iv in g  tends to dry up the sp rin gs o f ben evolence. G iv in g  should be r e g u la r ly  e x e rcise d  so i t  w i l l  stren gthen  in to  a h a b it . The fo llo w e rs  o f C h r is t  have been in s tr u c te d  to give from a fix e d  p r in c ip le . I f  i t  i s  co n tin u o u s, i t  w i l l  s ta rv e  covetousness to d eath .
I t  may come as a su rp rise  to  those who are accustomed to g iv ­in g  to th in g s -  but a f a i t h f u l  steward w i l l  g iv e  r e g u la r ly  and s y s te m a tic a lly  even i f  there is  no v is i b le  need and no apparent use fo r  h is  g i f t s .  This i s  because he g iv e s to  God,
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not to th in gs -  and God i s  always p re se n t.
In  the time o f a n cie n t I s r a e l ,  the people were in s tr u c te d  to p la c e  th e ir  o ffe r in g s  in  a b asket and take them to the 
"place which the Load thy God a halt choose, to place hti 
name. theae." The p r ie s t  took the basket and "Act I t  down 
be^ofie the. altaa o$ the. Load."  (P e a t. 26:2,4)

These g i f t s  e v e n tu a lly  found th e ir  way in to  the s e r v ic e s  o f the tem ple, the care o f  the p oor, and other u s e s , sim ply be­cause God had in s tru c te d  th a t the o ffe r in g s  given to Him be used fo r  these purposes. The I s r a e l i t e  however, did not g iv e  to church expense, Sabbath School expense, church s c h o o l, e t c . ; he gave to God.
The g i f t s  were the r e s u lt  o f  h is  love and a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  the b le s s in g s  which God had given to him. They were the exp ressio n  o f  th is  lo ve which i s  the only tru e m otive in  g iv in g .
The true m otive in  g iv in g  w i l l  r e s u lt  in  what i s  sometimesre fe rre d  to as " d is in te r e s te d  b en ev o le n ce ."  This i s  a mostin te r e s t in g  a d je c t iv e  which occurs fre q u e n tly  throughoutthe pages o f in sp ire d  in s tr u c t io n . Here are three exam ples:”The. veAy beit te.ga.cy which paAentx can leave 

theln. chltdA.cn lb a knowledge oi useful laboA 
and the example ofi a li^e cha/iactealzed by 
dlblnte/ieAted benevolence. " 3T 399

”VlslnteACAted benevolence U> veny none In 
thl& age orf the would." 3T 516
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"Hi* [ChniAt'*) li^e u)aA without AzZ^iAh intesie&t, 
but even wanked with diAinteneAted benevolence,”

EW 269

One im m ediately wonders i f  he i s  to have no in t e r e s t  in  the o b je c ts  which b e n e fit  from h is  ben evolen ce. But the d e f i ­n it io n  o f d is in te r e s te d  i s  "not in flu e n ce d  by p erso n al in ­t e r e s t  and s e l f i s h  m o tiv e s ."  The key word i s  in flu e n c e d .In  to d ay ’ s s o c ie t y , p erso n al in te r e s ts  and s e l f i s h  m otives form the b a s is  fo r  the major p o rtio n  o f the co n tr ib u tio n s  made. This i s  dangerous because such g iv in g  i s  s u b je c t to human erro rs and f r a i l t i e s .  This i s  why g iv in g  to th in g s can be so hazardous. There i s  too much chance th a t circum ­stan ces may s t i f l e  or dim inish the g i f t .
Even a d iffe r e n c e  o f opinion over some minor problem may com pletely stop the flow  o f  benevolence. God created man w ith a mind cap able o f having opinions and o f  making de­c is io n s . He exp ects him to use these c a p a b i l i t i e s .  But there are tim es when a person must modify or suppress h is  p erso n al id eas in  order to move in  harmony w ith h is  b re th ­ren . This does not imply th a t he i s  to  s a c r i f i c e  p r in c ip le  ju s t  o p in io n s.

"They Ahould alAo ^eel i t  i*  a Aolevrn duty to 
illuAtnate in tkein chanacten* the teaching* ofi 
Chni&t, being at peace one with anothen and woo­
ing in pen{,ect hanwony a* an undivided whole.
They Ahould defien thein individual judgwent to 
the judgment ofi the body o$ the chunch."

4T IS

There are even some fo lk s  who fo llo w  the q u estio n ab le  p ra c -
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t ic e  o f sending th e ir  t i t h e  away from th e ir  lo c a l  f ie ld s  because o f some r e a l or im aginary id eas regard in g  i t s  u se . God has s ta te d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  where H is share i s  to be p la c e d . S u rely  an a ll-w is e  God i s  abundantly capable o f  lo o k in g  a f ­te r  H is own funds!
Genuine benevolence stems from a tr u e , u n s e lfis h  lo ve fo r  God. I t  is  not a ffe c te d  by human erro r or f a u lt s  -  the un­w ise use o f the funds given -  or even the f a i lu r e  o f a pro­j e c t .  I t  never allow s p erso n al fe e lin g s  to in flu e n c e  i t  in  any way -  fo r  i t  i s  g iven  to God -  not to  th in g s .
Je su s  i s  the p e r fe c t  exam ple. There was never anyone who was so v i t a l l y  in te r e s te d  in  the o b je c ts  o f H is s a c r i f i c e  as He was. Y e t , He d id n ’ t  allow  the sc o rn , abuse, and mis­treatm ent which He receive d  to a f f e c t  H is m atchless g i f t  in  any way. He considered the l iv e s  o f those fo r  whom He died o f more valu e than H is own.
I f  one lo ves God, he w i l l  g ive from a h e a rt f i l l e d  w ith th a t love and the g r e a te s t o f fe r in g  which he i s  a b le  to make w i l l  appear so p i t i f u l l y  sm a ll.
For Further Study:

5T 168 CS 197 DA 65
1 Cor. 13:3 3T 396,413 PK 65 John 3:16TIMKH 167 9T 194 5T 620
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CHAPTER S IX  
PLANNED GIVING

0^eKing6 to God AkouJtd be 
caKefiuutty planned - not the 
ApaAmodic kqauJUa o$ a tKan- 
Alent ImpulAe ok emotion.

E verythin g in  the universe fo llo w s a c a r e fu lly  p rescrib ed  p lan  and moves in  an e s ta b lis h e d  o rd er. I t  i s  God’ s w i l l  th a t th ere be order in  the in d iv id u a l l i f e ,  in  the home, and in  the church. "Let a ll things be done decently and 
In onden." [1 Cok. 14:40)

Many churches, however, conduct th e ir  programs ju s t  an o f ­fe r in g  p la te  t h is  s id e  o f ban kruptcy, because they are forced  to  depend on the ir r e g u la r  g i f t s  o f  im p ulsive ben evolence.But th is  i s  not o f God's o rd er. A l l  g iv in g  should be the r e s u lt  o f  c a r e f u l , w ise p la n n in g . To be c o n tr o lle d  by f e e l ­in g  or emotion i s  an unwise and dangerous cou rse . G iv in g  must be s y s te m a tic , continuous.
D e f in it e  in s tr u c tio n s  have been given  fo r  those who r e a l ly  want to fo llo w  God’ s p lan  fo r  g iv in g .
F ir s t  -  All  titheA and opening* Ahould be Aet apant In the 

home, ok wheKeveK the blllA aKe paid.

U su a lly  the weekly or monthly income i s  brought home, then d iv id ed  to cover the l iv in g  exp enses. B u t, the t it h e s  and o f fe r in g s  must be f i r s t  s e t  apart b efo re  any p o rtio n  i s  con-
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sumed. I t  must be obvious then th a t the g iv in g  must be done in  the home -  not a ft e r  one a rr iv e s  a t church.
Second -  One Afioutd hean. the voice ofi God -6peaking in hii 

income whether much on. V JX ie ,

What would a person hear i f  he lis te n e d  fo r  the v o ice  o f God in  h is  income? There i s  so much he might h e a r . God's p artn e rsh ip  agreement fo r  in s ta n c e , " I ' l l  fu rn ish  a l l  the a sse ts  o f tim e , and t a le n t  and h e a lth  -  My share i s  on ly  on e-ten th  o f the in c r e a s e ."  P o s s ib ly , "D o n 't concern your­s e l f  w ith tem poral th in g s -  I  know you need them -  seek the kingdom o f heaven f i r s t  -  I ' l l  take care o f y o u ."
Maybe God would am p lify  the p i t i f u l  c r ie s  o f the u nfortunate o f  ea rth  so they could be heard above the clam or o f  in c e s ­san t a d v e r t is in g . O r, p o s s ib ly  the p le a s o f  those l iv i n g  in  darkness d e sp era tely  in  need o f  the gospel l i g h t .
I f  one l is t e n s  to  God's v o ice  in  h is  income, h is  im aginary wants w i l l  s h r in k . The needs o f the L o rd 's  work w i l l  ap­pear so im portant th a t s e l f  w i l l  be fo r g o tte n . Then he i s  ready to p lan  h is  g iv in g .

T ith e
10%

P L A N N E D G I V I N G
L o ca l

F re e w ill O ffe r in g s_______Z or $World
% or $ % or $
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Third -  " Let God’A position be fajibt bet apa/it," CS 81

God has promised th a t i f  one i s  f a i t h f u l  in  re tu rn in g  H is share o f the p a rtn e rs h ip , He w i l l  make the rem aining n in e - ten th s worth more than the te n -te n th s . But b e fo re  th is  m iracle  can take p la c e , the t i t h e  has to be s e t  a p a r t . This i s  to be done b efo re  any p o rtio n  i s  used fo r  p erso n al d e sire s  or needs. "Not only dote the. Loud claim the. tithe, ah His 
own, but He tellb uh how i t  should be. titeenved fox. Him,

He. hayh, ' HonoK the. Loud with thy Jbubhta.net, and with the. 
fauibt fisiuith OjJ a ll thine, incaeahe. ’ Thib dote not teach 
that we. afie to hpend ou/i meanh on ouAhelveh, and bning to 
the. Loud the. remnant, even though i t  bhould be othenwibe 
an hontet tithe.," CS SI

Fourth -"A {ten. the. tithe, ih bet apa/it, le t  the. gifitb and 
opening* be. apportioned, cub God hath prohpered 
you," CSW 130

These o ffe r in g s  w i l l  be s u b je c t to three v a r ia b le s . (1)The lo ve which the g iv e r  has fo r  God (2) the f in a n c ia l  a b i l ­i t y  o f the g iv e r  (3) the f a i t h  o f  the g iv e r . One must r e ­member th a t these g i f t s  are b ein g  made to God -  not to  th in g s . The measure o f  t h is  g i f t  w i l l  be "ah God hath pK.0hpeh.ed” or 
"according to a b ility ,"  B u t, "everyone ih to be. hib own 
abhtehor and ih lefit to give, ah he. purpohte in  hib heart,"

(4T 469)

The only percentage g u id e lin e s  fo r  o f f e r in g s , i s  th a t re­
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corded fo r  the I s r a e l i t e s .  "The, ContnlbutlonS n.equOied ol 
the He.bn.em fan. nellglouA avid chanltable puApo* e& amounted 
to la ity one fauntk o{ thein. Income."  (PP 527) "A consci­

entious lew made n.etun.n& to God ol about one thuid ol a ll  
thein. Income fan. the benefat ol n.eligiou6 lntene&t& and fan. 
the p o o n . [ 4 T  467)

However, the amount o f the fr e e w ill  o f fe r in g  i s  l e f t  to  each in d iv id u a l -  fo r  i t  is  to be a w eekly, monthly t e s t .  (IT 237)
F if t h  -  The facewlll ollenlngA can now be divided between 

the local and the wonld won.fi.(a) L o ca l work -  A p ercentage (or amount) o f  the o ffe r in g s  should be a l lo t t e d  fo r  lo c a l  needs such as Church Expense, Sabbath School expense, Church School b u d get, D o rcas , L a y - a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c .  ( I f  the church is  o p e ra tin g  on a COMBINED BUDGET p la n , t h is  percentage (or amount) w i l l  be given as one o f fe r in g  -  not d is tr ib u te d  in to  the s p e c i f ic  funds in clu d ed  in  the b u d g e t.)(b) World work -  This p o rtio n  o f the o f fe r in g s  w i l l  be d is tr ib u te d  by the g iv e r  to s p e c i f ic  world needs such as Sabbath School o f f e r in g s , m ission o f f e r in g s , E v a n g e liz in g , p e r io d ic a l cam paigns, and s p e c ia l  a p p e a ls .
S ix th  -  The balance ol the Income may now be a ied fan. peni- 

Aonal needi.

One should remember th a t t h is  a ls o  belongs to God and should be used w is e ly . C a r e fu l budgeting and buying w i l l  prevent w aste . R e s t r ic t in g  the "w ants” w i l l  fre e  more funds to a id  in  the spread o f the tr u th . There w i l l  be no problem in  the h an d lin g  and d is p e r s a l o f  the rem aining p o rtio n  o f  o n e's stew ardship i f  the f a c t  i s  always kept in  mind th a t  one i s
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a steward -  not an owner.
For Further Study: CS 814T 467-469, 4712S6 231 IT 649



34

CHAPTER SEVEN
THE MEASURE OF A GIFT

A gi££ cannot be. meoAoned by 
itA Alze -  bat by the degree 
oj( Aacnt^tce whtek t t  tiepne- 4 cntA.

Many C h r is tia n s  are s p ir i t u a l ly  undernourished because they have been fed a d ie t  of equal g iv in g . This r e fe r s  to the common p r a c tic e  o f d iv id in g  the amount requ ired  fo r  an ob­je c t iv e  by the membership and su g g e stin g  an equal resp o n si­b i l i t y  fo r  each member. For in sta n ce  -  i f  a church needs a thousand d o lla r s  fo r  some p r o je c t  and there are one hun­dred members -  the thousand is  d iv id ed  by the hundred and each member i s  assigned a goal o f  ten d o lla r s  as h is  " f a i r  s h a r e ."
There are two u n fortu n ate r e s u lts  from th is  p r a c t ic e . F i r s t ,  those w ith a la rg e  p o te n t ia l  are u s u a lly  s a t is f ie d  to comply w ith  the suggested amount and f e e l  they "have done th e ir  p a r t ."  (See diagram) Second, thosew ith a very lim ite d  p o t e n t ia l , not ______b e in g  ab le  to come up to th is  s ta n -  ______dard, f e e l  they "have not done th e ir  ______p a r t"  and th e re fo re  are not e n t it le d  nU(Equal Amount Goal)to a " f u l l  v o ic e "  in  the a f f a i r s  o fthe church. Many p asto rs have had the d is q u ie tin g  exp erien ce o f h e a r-
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in g  some poor person say they do not f e e l  they can jo in  the church because they would be unable to reach the g o als s e t  fo r  the members.
This p r a c t ic e  works a genuine hardship on the poor members w h ile  those w ith more a fflu e n c e  f e e l  no burden. P au l s a id , 
"Vok T mean not that other men be eated, and ye burdened."

(2 Co*. 8:13)

He c a r e fu lly  in s tr u c te d  the e a r ly  b e lie v e r s  in  regard to the true measure o f r e s p o n s ib il it y . "Let everyone o f you 
lay by him in &tore, at God hath protpered aim. ( 1 Co*.75:2) This was in  accordance w ith the in s tr u c t io n  given to I s r a e l  by God. "Every man th a ll give at he i t  able., ac­

cording to the. blaming ofi the Lord thy God which he hath 
given thee.” [Veut. 16:17)

N o tice  the same p r in c ip le  in  the testim o n ies to the remnant church.
»»According to the amount bestowed w ill be the 

amount required.” 4T 467

"The Lord never require* Hit people to o^er  
more than they are able, but according to 
their ability He i t  pleated to accept and 
b leu  their thank offering*." ST 269

In  every group th ere e x is t s  v aryin g  le v e ls  o f g iv in g  poten­t i a l  ju s t  as th ere are degrees of p h y s ic a l s tr e n g th . This can be i l lu s t r a t e d  by a s e r ie s  o f s te p s .
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(H ighest P o te n tia l)

(Lowest P o te n tia l)
Although each member o f  a given  group w i l l  be found on one o f these le v e ls  o f a b i l i t y  -  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  w i l l  c le a r ly  dem onstrate how two men o f equal income could be on e n t ir e ly  d if fe r e n t  le v e ls  o f g iv in g  c a p a c ity . Mr. A and Mr. B each make $100 per week. O f t h is  amount they each retu rn  $10 in  t i t h e  -  but now th e ir  g iv in g  p o te n t ia l  must be measured by other fa c t o r s .

Mr. A Mr. BE ig h t c h ild re n  S ic k ly  w ife  Pays ren tFrequently unemployed
No ch ild re n  H ealthy w ife  In h e rite d  home Steady income

Using th is  th e o r e tic a l example, l e t  us p lace  these men on 
the steps o f g iv in g  p o te n tia l . (H ighest P o te n tia l)

Mr. B
Mr.

A
Mr. B

(Lowest P o te n tia l)
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Each man d e s ir in g  to fo llo w  d iv in e  in s tr u c t io n  w i l l  g ive  "as he i s  a b le ."  T heir g i f t s  w i l l  no doubt vary g r e a tly  in  amount, but the s a c r i f i c e  w i l l  be e q u a l. God w i l l  accep t both g i f t s ,  i f  g iven from h e a rts  f i l l e d  w ith lo v e .
How does God regard these g i f t s  which are so unequal in  s i z e ,  although equal in  s a c r i f ic e ?

”As a ll  leaan the lesson ob fialth^ulty aendea- 
Ing to God what Is His duo., He thaough His paovl- 
dence w ill enable 4owe to balng princely ob~ 
beaings,” T1MKH 110

” Among the pooa theae aae many who long to show 
thela gsiatctu.de to God boa His gaace and tauth 
. . . These souls should not be aepulsed, Let 
them lay up theta mites In the bank ob heaven, 
lb given baom a heaat b'ttlzd with love to God, 
these seeming taibles become consecaated glbts, 
paiceless obb^alngs, which God smiles upon and 
blesses,” VA 615

As both p r in c e ly  and p r ic e le s s  o ffe r in g s  come in to  the trea su ry  o f  God, He w i l l  abundantly b le s s  both g iv e r s , pro­vided th e ir  g i f t s  are the evidence o f s a c r i f i c e  and "acco rd  in g  to th e ir  a b i l i t y ."
For Further Study:CS 73 4T 469 5T 269 3T 398, 405 Ex. 30:12-15
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
A MAN'S POTENTIAL

A mcm'4 potential 16 only 
Limited by ku capacity to 
manage widely and fUs u iM -  
Zngne&& to 6haKe.

God e n tru sts  each in d iv id u a l w ith as much goods as he i s  capable o f  h an d lin g  w is e ly . To tr u s t  him w ith more than t h is  would be u n fa ir . However, a man i s  re sp o n sib le  fo r  the e f f i c i e n t  management o f th is  t r u s t .
In  r e a l i t y  there i s  no boundary to a man's p o t e n t ia l . I f  he works to the l im it  o f  h is  c a p a c ity , exp erien ce and d iv in e  guidance w i l l  make him more and more e f f i c i e n t  and th e re fo re  capable o f g re a te r  and g re a te r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  This i s  as true fo r  the stew ardship o f  time and t a le n t ,  as i t  i s  fo r  money.
Je su s  r e la te d  the p arab le o f three men who were en tru sted  w ith c e r ta in  ta le n ts  -  although they were not equal in  s i z e . Two o f the men w ise ly  adm inistered th e ir  tr u s ts  and were given g re a te r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The man w ith one ta le n t  was a c a u tio u s , c a r e fu l in d iv id u a l (so he sa id ) and brought back the o r ig in a l  investm ent -  no more -  no l e s s .  But he su ffe re d  a severe rebuke. Why?
This man was a d o -n oth in g! He was the type o f  person who s i t s  around a l l  day com plaining th a t  he has never "had a
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b r e a k ."  He was the kind o f  man who is  always w a itin g  fo r  op p ortun ity  to knock -  but i s  too la z y  to open the door.He did not in cre a se  h is  t a le n t  -  sim ply because he never t r ie d . He was probably exhausted from fin d in g  a napkin and d ig g in g  a h o le . H is master c a lle d  him a wicked and s lo t h ­f u l  servan t -  and prom ptly r e lie v e d  him o f the l i t t l e  stew­ardship which he had.
There are many C h r is tia n s  who are l ik e  the o n e -ta le n t man. They wish they had " lo t s  o f  money" so they could do some­th in g  " r e a l ly  b ig "  fo r  God and H is cau se . They bemoan the f a c t  th a t th e ir  p o te n t ia l  i s  so s m a ll. But th e ir  problem i s  th a t they do not work to the l im it  o f  th e ir  c a p a c ity  -  l i t t l e  though i t  may b e . And s o , God cannot in cre a se  th e ir  p o te n t ia l  because i f  He d id , the in cre a se  would a ls o  la y  i d l e .  I f  they could not handle a sm all t r u s t  -  how could they manage a g re a te r r e s p o n s ib ility ?
There are churches who are o n e -ta le n t churches. They s i t  in  id le n e s s  w ishin g they had more members -  but make no e f f o r t  to  a t t r a c t  them. They do not even provide a t t r a c t iv e  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  new members -  even i f  they came in  o f  th e ir  own acco rd . They are sm all and w i l l  always remain sm a ll -  because they do not work to the l im it  o f  th e ir  c a p a c ity .
What r e a l ly  i s  the p o te n t ia l  o f God's church? I t  cannot be measured, fo r  God's power I s  u n lim ite d , and " a l l  power" was promised to i t .



"Mosul oun numbent hat  ̂ at tange, and a lt o& 
thete devoted wonkent, we thould. have, a powen 
that would make. the. would tnemble. " IT 4o5

AO

"Oun powen i t  not in oun talentt Ofj education 
on. meant, neither i t  i t  in  oun poputanity; i t  
i t  in  teli~tacni£ice, oun witting obedience 
to Jetut C h n i t t S o n t  and Vaughtent oA

m ~ m ....  ..................

What I s  an in d iv id u a l 's  p o te n tia l?
"The mone we bning to God't tneatune houte, 
the mone we thalt have to bning; ijon He w ilt 
open wayt befione ut, ineneating oun tub- 
ttance," Oun High Catting 197

"Thene i t  no lim it to the blettingt that i t  
i t  oun pnivitege to neceive." Ib id ., 196

For Further Study:MH A81 6T A503T AO 7 COL, 288DA 371 CS 50AT 76 MB 162,163IT A92 TIMKH 226
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CHAPTER NINE
THE BUSINESS AND RELIGIOUS LIFE

The buAlneAA H ie  I a the h e ll-  
glouA H ie  In phactlee.

At church people can hear what C h r is t ia n s  p ro fe ss  to b e lie v e  -  during the week they can see i t .  Too o fte n  church members have two s u it s  -  the one they wear during the week and th e ir  "Sabbath c lo t h e s ."  They appear to change th e ir  sense o f v a lu e s and th e ir  p e r s o n a lit ie s  in  t h e ir  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e ir  r e lig io n  and th e ir  b u sin ess -  as e a s i ly  as they change c lo th e s . P o s s ib ly  th is  i s  because they do not understand what r e l ig io n  r e a l ly  i s  and th e r e a l  o b je c t iv e  in  th e ir  em­ployment .
God, speaking to  H is people through the prophet Is a ia h  show­ed H is concern over th is  se p a ra tio n  between a form al r e l ig io n  and a p r a c t ic a l  one. He recognized th e ir  z e a l in  the temple s e r v ic e s  but observed th a t th e ir  d a ily  l iv e s  were not a dem­o n stra tio n  o f  th e ir  p r o fe s s io n .

"1a not this the iaAt that I  have choAen? to 
looAe the bandA oi wickedneAA, to undo the 
heavy bujidenA, and to le t  the oppheAAed go 
ih.ee, and that ye bweak evehjy yoke?

"1a i t  not to deal thy bhead to the hungry, 
and that thou bhlng the pooh, that ah.e caAt 
out to thy houAe? when thou AeoAt the naked, 
that thou coveA hint; and that thou hide not 
thyAeli jj/tom thine own ilesh?" lAa, 58:6,7

James c a lle d  a tte n tio n  to the im portance o f a p r a c t ic a l  re
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l i g io n . "Pu/ie religion and [mde.{iie,d be-̂ oAz God and the, 
Tatkoji lt> th is , To v ib ii the, (atheAleAA and widow In  
theJUi aii&Lction, and to keep himt>e£i un&pottad fnom the, 
M * ld ."  (James 1:27) E lle n  White w rote, "Religion, pWiZ, 
undziiled tieJUgion it> inte,yu>ely pnacticat." 9T 150

A re co gn itio n  o f one’ s stewardship re la tio n s h ip  to God would 
prevent th is  separation  between the re lig ltn is  b e l i e f  and the 
d a ily  a c t i v i t i e s  o f l i f e ,  because the broad a p p lic a tio n  of 
stewardship p r in c ip le s  would guide every fa c e t  o f l i f e .  Un­

s e l f i s h  love fo r  God would co n tro l every tra n s a c tio n .

There appears to be a relu ctan ce on the p art o f many people 
in  asking God to b le s s  them in  th e ir  temporal a c t i v i t i e s .

One man, who was having some d i f f i c u l t y  in  fin d in g  steady  
employment was asked i f  he had asked God to help him. "Do 
you know what I  do?" he questioned.

"N o ."

" I  re p a ir old houses. . . you don’ t  ask God to  help you 
w ith th in gs lik e  th a t -  do you?"

"What do you ask God fo r? . . . b le s s in g s  on the Sabbath 
S ch o o l, on the ch ild ren  -  on the m issio n a rie s?"

" I  suppose s o ."

"O f course you ask God to b le s s  your work -  whatever i t  i s  
ju s t  as long as i t ’ s h o n est. He i s  v i t a l l y  in te r e s te d  in  
whatever you do. You are His stew ard. Wouldn’ t  you be in
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te r e s te d  in  someone who was working fo r  you?"
A fte r  th is  man went in to  an a c t iv e  p artn e rsh ip  w ith  God -  he had more work than he could do because he asked God to b le s s  him -  and He d id . The problem i s  th a t most people tr y  too hard to take care o f them selves -  by them selves.They do not a v a i l  them selves o f the u n lim ited  a s s is ta n c e  which God has prom ised.
Another reason why the average C h r is t ia n  d ivorces h is  r e l i ­gion from h is  job  or p ro fe ss io n  i s  because he does not under* stand the prim ary o b je c t iv e  o f h is  work. He views i t  as on ly  a means toward the support o f h im se lf and h is  fa m ily , and does not understand th a t i t  i s  a v i t a l  p a rt o f  the p lan o f s a lv a t io n .
Remember th a t Je su s  p laced  s p e c ia l  emphasis on making the kingdom o f heaven the f i r s t  c o n s id e ra tio n . Food, c lo t h in g , and s h e lte r  He sa id  would come as a m atter o f  course -  or a secondary b e n e f it .  T h is means th a t in  every a c t i v i t y  the spread o f the gosp el message must be the f i r s t  o b je c t iv e . T h e re fo re , God p la c e s  a steward in  a p a r t ic u la r  job or po­s i t io n  in  order to reach some so u l or s o u ls . There are many ways in  which he can accom plish th is  g o a l. The f a c t  th a t the job or p ro fe ss io n  w i l l  a lso  provide means fo r  the support o f h is  fam ily  should be regarded as a secondary ob­j e c t i v e .

One who reco g n ize s t h is  tru th  w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  carry  out a l l
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the p r in c ip le s  o f  h is  r e l ig io n  in  a p r a c t ic a l  C h r is t ia n it y .H is work w i l l  be h is  r e l ig io n .
A d o c to r , who was s e m i-r e tir e d , opened two sm all o f f ic e s  in  communities about fo r ty  m iles on each s id e  o f the c i t y  in  which he l iv e d . He did t h is  because there was no m edical s e r v ic e  a v a ila b le  in  these areas and most o f  the people bein g very p oo r, found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to get in to  the c i t y .  Because the o f f ic e s  were only open one day each week, the number who came fo r  help  was very sm all and he was about to c lo s e  them when he caught th is  "prim ary o b je c t iv e "  id e a  -  the r e a l  re a ­son fo r  h is  work.
He s ta r te d  to p ra y , not fo r  o p p o rtu n itie s  to render m edical a s s is ta n c e , but fo r  o p p o rtu n itie s  to share the good news o f s a lv a t io n . The r e s u lts  were im m ediate. Each o f f i c e  was f i l l ­ed from morning to n ig h t . H is o p p o rtu n itie s  were u n lim ite d .I t  seemd everyone who came not only needed m edical a tte n tio n  but was eager to l i s t e n  to h is  ad vice  on b e tte r  l i v i n g ,  and the w onderful news o f  a lo v in g  God and a home where sick n e ss would be unknown.
His fa c e  shone w ith e la t io n  as he to ld  o f  th is  e x p e rie n c e .He concluded, "When I  f i n a l l y  r e a liz e d  why I  am a d o c to r , and what my p ro fe ss io n  r e a l ly  i s  -  then God could work a m iracle  through me. Now I  know th a t my p ro fe ss io n  i s  my r e ­l ig io n  in  p r a c t ic e ."
This i s  a p r a c t ic a l  a p p lic a t io n  o f the e te r n a l tru th  th at
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God must be f i r s t  in  everyth in g  -  even in  the d a ily  bu sin ess l i f e .
For Further Study: IT 199,200 M att. 7:12TIMKH 232 CS 141
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CHAPTER TEN
SUBSTITUTES FOR PERSONAL SACRIFICE

Any method which is  used to 
secuAe funds which is  a substi­
tute foA peASonal sacrifice  
Is WAong.

S u b s titu te s  fo r  p erso n al s a c r i f ic e  are n ot an abnorm ality o f  the j e t  age -  they were a ls o  common in  the age o f char­i o t s .  S a u l , the f i r s t  k in g  o f  I s r a e l ,  was in s tr u c te d  to u t t e r ly  d e stro y , not only the people o f Amalek, but every­th in g  they possessed -  "o x  and sheep, camel and ass,"

(I Sam. 75:3)

S a u l alm ost obeyed the d iv in e  command. He saved the k in g  and the "best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacnlfice unto the 
LoAd." (IIs. 20-22)

One might suppose th a t some modern I s r a e l i t e  m ight have j u s t i  f ie d  t h is  s l i g h t  d e v ia tio n  by s a y in g , " A fte r  a l l  i t  i s  fo r  a good c a u s e ."  But God d id n 't  see i t  th a t way. He s a id , "Be­

hold, to obey is  betteA than sacnlfice, and to heaAken than 
the fat of aams." (IIs. 22)

What was the r e a l reason which prompted t h is  sanctim onious d e sire  to  save these c a t t le  fo r  s a c r i f ic e ?  I t  was gross s e l f  is h n e s s .
"The people a eseAved foA tfiems elves the finest 
of the flocks, heAds, and beasts of buAden, 
excusing theiA sin on the gAound that the 
cattle weAe a eseAved to be offeAed as sacAi-



47

to tkz loud. I t  m& thdAJi puApoAt, 
hotve.veA, to ode tha&e. mantly aa a Aub&ti- 
tuto., to 4aue tfoeiA own c a ttte ."  PP 629

How many tim es to d ay, God i s  dishonored by a l l  the methods employed by p r o fe s s in g  C h r is t ia n s  to secure funds fo r  H is work which are sim ply s u b s t itu te s  fo r  p erso n al s a c r i f i c e .Such means He c a l l s  " unA cAiptu/iaZ” and " unhalloivzd." (PP 529)

The average church-goer has been con d itio n ed  to an alm ost en dless chain  o f id eas fo r  r a is in g  money to carry  on the nor­mal fu n ctio n s  o f churches and s c h o o ls . These are so common they are g e n e ra lly  looked upon as an in t e g r a l  p a rt o f  the r e lig io u s  l i f e .  But every such procedure i s  a c o n tr ib u tin g  fa c to r  to the s p ir i t u a l  delinquency o f the church . Consider some of the e v i ls  which r e s u lt  from these s u b s t itu t io n s .
VinAt, thzy app&aJt to tkz AeZfiiih motive in giving - giving 
to get.

Some in d iv id u a ls  w i l l  not w i l l in g ly  give to some need -  but are happy fo r  a p o rtio n  o f  th e ir  money to go to i t  provided they g et something fo r  i t .  This i s  the m o tiv a tio n a l appeal in  fu n d -r a is in g  d in n e rs , and entertainm ents o f  a l l  v a r i e t i e s .  This i s  a ls o  the s u c e s s fu l in g re d ie n t in  a l l  fu n d -r a is in g  s a le s  campaigns.
The appeal to the lu s t  o f  a p p e tite  and p lea su re  appears to be the stro n g e st one th a t can be made.

"Instead ofi appealing to won'4 reason, to his 
benevolence, his himanity, his noblefi faculties,
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the most successful appeal that can be made 
is  to the. appetitei.

"The. gAatification of the. appetite, w ill induce 
men to give. means when otherwise they would 
do nothing."  2SM 413

" I t  is  a de.ploAa.blc fact that sacAed and eteAnal 
considerations do not have that power to open 
the hearts oft the pAofessed followers of ChAist 
to make freew ill offering* to 6attain the gos­
pel, a6 the tempting bribes of feasting and 
general meAAtment." CS 203

Second, such methods lessen respect for the house of God, 
especially in the minds of the youth.

"Often the place set apaAt foA God's woAShip 
is  desecAated by feasting and dAihking, buy­
ing, sellin g , and mcAAymaking. Respect foA 
the house of God and acvcaence foA His wor- 
ship oJie lessened in the minds of the youth. 
The baAAieAS of self-AestAaint aAe weakened. 
Selfishness, appetite, and the love of dis­
play, aAe appealed to , and they stAengthen 
as they olac Indulged." 9T 9 1

ThlAd, the funds Aaised in  such a manneA have no Aeal e f­

ficiency foA they do not have the blessing of God and aAe 
unacceptable to Him.

" I f  they do not give w illingly, foA the love 
of ChAist, the offering w ill in no case be 
acceptable to God." CS 202-3

We fin d  no record th a t Je su s  had to be bribed or tempted w ith food or entertainm ent in  order to get Him to s a c r i f i c e  fo r  u s . He gave because He loved u s . I f  we r e a l ly  love Him our generous im pulses w i l l  not need to  be u n h e a lth fu lly  s tim u la te d . We w i l l  g iv e  generously because o f  th is  love
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and such g i f t s  w i l l  re c e iv e  the h ig h e st e f f i c i e n c y ,  fo r  God w i l l  accep t them -  b le s s  them -  and m u ltip ly  them.
There are le g it im a te  ways to r a is e  means in  a d d itio n  to per so n al s a c r i f i c e  and should not be condemned, provided the donors are g iv in g  to the l im it  o f  th e ir  c a p a c ity . But i t  must be pointed out th a t b efo re too much time i s  spent in  se a rch in g  fo r  such methods, one should remember th a t the trea su ry  would be f u l l  i f  a l l  returned a f a i t h f u l  t i t h e  and gave a f t e r  th e ir  a b i l i t y .  With a f u l l  trea su ry  -  why would i t  be necessary to employ any a d d itio n a l methods to  secure funds ?

” 1^ the plan ofi 6y&tewatlc benevolence we/ie 
adopted by eveMj Individual and fiully cannled 
out, thetie would be a constant supply In the. 
tfiexusuAy. The. Income, would filow In lik e  a 
steady A&icam constantly supplied by over­
flowing bpKlngt* of benevolence."  3T 389-90

A la ck  o f  fin a n ce  should be a c le a r  in d ic a t io n  th a t a s p ir  i t u a l  r e v iv a l i s  needed -  not some form o f fu n d -r a is in g .
For Further Study:CS 202-3 PP 529 M ai. 1 :8 ,1 3
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
THE DANGER IN PROSPERITY

The lnh.eAQ.nt dangeA in  pAobpeA- 
ity  i i  itb tendency to lebben 
oa debtAou an individual'b de­
pendence upon God.

A prosperous businessm an, who in  h is  youth was a member o f the church, was having lunch w ith a fr ie n d  in  one o f  the fa sh io n a b le  h o te ls  o f a la rg e  c i t y .  The fr ie n d  t r ie d  to q u e stio n  him d is c r e te ly  about h is  r e l ig io u s  l i f e ,  now th a t he had reached the p in n a cle  o f su c ce ss .
" I  have a C a d il la c  in  the p arking l o t ,  a Mercedes and a Ja g u a r in  the garage a t home. I  l i v e  in  a one-hundred-thou­sand d o lla r  house. I  have s to c k s , bonds, and a s u b s ta n t ia l  savin g s accou n t. Why do I  need God?!"
The w ise st man who ever l iv e d , and su re ly  one o f the most w ealthy w ro te ,. "Give me neither poveAty no a Aicheb; feed 
me with food convenient foA me: Lebt I  be fu ll, and deny 
thee, and bay, Who ib the LoAd? oa lebt  I  be poo a , and bteal, 
and take the name of my God in vain." (Paov. 30:8,9)

The d e s ire  to be w ealthy and w ise i s  an o r ig in a l  a f f e c t io n  o f our nature im planted there by God. He intended th a t H is c h ild re n  would be an o b je ct le sso n  to the e n t ir e  w orld be­cause o f th e ir  h e a lth  and th e ir  p r o s p e r ity . Everyone w ith whom they would come in  co n ta ct would be drawn to them -
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in q u ir in g  as to  the source o f these b le s s in g s . They could then d ir e c t  a tte n tio n  to th e ir  God, Jeh ovah , the P rovider o f every good and p e r fe c t  g i f t .
God has an u n lim ited  number o f  thousand-year v a c a tio n s  a v a ila b le  in  heaven -  and a great d e al o f r e a l  e s ta te  on the new e a r th . The on ly  agents He has are H is fo llo w e rs -  the on ly  a d v e r tis in g  -  th e ir  l i v e s .  They are H is "sa le sm en ."I f  these salesmen are to be s u c c e s s fu l in  co n vin cin g  others o f  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f heaven and the new earth  -  they must lo o k , and t a l k ,  and a c t s u c c e s s fu l . This i s  one reason why God planned fo r  a l l  H is people to be prosperous.

"Bat ye awe a chosen generation, a royal prle&t- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people.; that 
ye should *hew fiorth the praUei ofi him who 
hath called you out ofi darkne&4 Into hl& mar­
vellous l ig h t .” 1 Peter 2:9

However, th ere are many p o te n t ia l  dangers in  p r o s p e rity . C h ie f among these i s  the f e e l in g  o f  s u f f ic ie n c y  which w ealth b r in g s . As w ealth in c r e a s e s , the fe e l in g  o f dependence on God tends to d e cre ase . The id ea  seems to invade the mind th a t every need -  every d e sire  can be acquired or s a t is f ie d  w ith money. This i s  pure f o l l y .
There i s  no thin g in  t h is  w orld th at i s  not s u b je c t  to lo s s . F ir e ,  flo o d  and war have wiped out fo rtu n es in  a tw in k lin g  th a t took l i fe t im e s  to accum ulate. Obsolescence has de­stro yed  the dreams and labo r o f years -  o v e rn ig h t. I t  i s  sheer in s a n ity  to p la c e  o n e's confid ence and dependence upon

^DVfr^t
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man or anything man-made. Only a c re a tiv e  God can c o n tro l the e r r a t ic  fo rce s  o f  nature or o ve rru le  the m achinations o f men. Only God can guarantee s e c u r it y .
God im planted the d e s ire  fo r  p ro sp e rity  fo r  noble ends.John Wesley taught th a t a man should earn a l l  he could -  so he could  save a l l  he could -  so he could g ive  a l l  he co u ld . P ro sp e r ity  among God’ s people was to fu rn ish  them w ith the means to more e f f e c t u a l ly  carry  out the g re a t work to which they were assign ed  -  e v a n g e liz in g  the w orld .
Another danger in  p ro sp e rity  i s  the alm ost overwhelming urge to hoard r ic h e s  a g a in s t some fu tu re  tim e . W hile the C h r is ­t ia n  i s  advised to have an emergency fund la id  by fo r  a "ra in y  d a y ", he was never to hoard.
The p r in c ip le s  o f  heaven are based on co n tin u a l exchange -  r e c e iv in g  and im p artin g . Hoarding stop s the flow  o f exchange.

"Whew CfuLUtiam oJid covuUioltdd by tkd ptiin- 
cipld& ofa heaven, they uiilt dtipenbe with one 
hand, MULe the othoji gaind. Thi6 it> the 
only fiatlonaZ and heaZthy position a CfauA- 
tian can occupy white having and &£iZZ mak­
ing money. "  2T 240

A s u c c e s s fu l C h r is t ia n  d e n tis t  has an a c t iv e  p artn ersh ip  w ith God. At the end o f  each month he takes ten  p ercen t o f  h is  gross income and p la c e s  i t  in  a s p e c ia l  bank account fo r  God. Although h is  n o n -b e lie v in g  se c re ta ry  i s  p o s it iv e  th a t t h is  p r a c t ic e  i s  going to e v e n tu a lly  ru in  him f in a n c i a l ­ly  -  he continues to p ro sp er. R e ce n tly  he made th is  s t a t e ­
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ment, "Most o f the time God has more money in  H is account than I  have in  mine -  but t h a t f s the way I  want i t . "
There i s  no danger in  p ro sp e rity  fo r  one who w i l l  dispense w ith one hand w hile  the other gains -  and who reco g n izes th a t he i s  on ly  an overseer o f God's goods. H is s a fe ty  w i l l  be in  the p ra y e r , nLotid, u)ka£ wtZt thou have. me. to doV'

[Act* 9:6)

For Furthur Study:E c c l . 2:4-18 PK 60E c c l . 4:8 SD 264E c c l . 5:10-20 9T 165Heb. 13:5 COL, 288-9P h i l . 4 :11,12 CS 148P rov. 18:11 2T 184CS 147
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
COLLECTIVE SELFISHNESS

Colle.ctivz AeZ^i^hnc&i U  the. 
perfect me.dia I yi which to qkcm 
individual Aelii&hnc&A.

C o lle c t iv e  s e lf is h n e s s  r e fe r s  to the d e s ire  and p r a c t ic e  o f a group to spend i t s  resources e ith e r  on , or w ith in  i t s e l f .This syndrome i s  u s u a lly  seen in  the a t t itu d e  o f  a church regard in g  a p r o je c t  in  which a number o f churches are in -  v o lv e d . More s p e c i f i c a l l y  i t  i s  the p o s it io n  taken by many churches in  re fe re n ce  to a conference p r o je c t . The c o n fe r­e n ce , in  th is  c a s e , b ein g  composed o f  a s is te rh o o d  o f  churches.
Someone has sa id  th a t no man i s  an is la n d . This i s  e q u a lly  tru e  o f  a church. I t  cannot I s o la t e  i t s e l f  from a group bound to geth er by a common b e l i e f  and a mutual purpose w ith ­out in v i t in g  s e lf - d e s t r u c t io n .
There i s  an in t e r e s t in g  analogy which e x is t s  between the in n er-ch u rch  r e la t io n s h ip  and the in ner-church-group  r e la t io n ­s h ip .
A fte r  a new member i s  b a p tiz e d , he i s  brought in to  the f e l ­lowship o f the church fo r  h is  p r o te c tio n . E nfolded w ith in  the v a ry in g  stre n g th s  o f the other members, he i s  r e la t iv e ly  s a fe  from o u tsid e  in flu e n c e s . As he engages i n ,  and supports the various a c t i v i t i e s  o f the chu rch , he becomes welded to i t s  membership and becomes a p a r t o f  a u n ifie d  w hole.
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Likew ise a church must be p ro te cte d  by an in ner-church-group  r e la t io n s h ip  -  held  to geth er by the adhesive o f  s im ila r  b e­l i e f s ,  a im s, and o b je c t iv e s .
In  t h is  l la s o n , the la r g e r  churches become the stre n g th  fo r  the weaker ones. O b je c tiv e s  which would be im p ossib le  and Im p ra c tic a l fo r  one communion are p o s s ib le  fo r  many. In  th is  r e la t io n s h ip  the in d iv id u a l church must bear a propor­t io n a te  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .
I f  a church sh irk s  i t s  o b lig a t io n  and r e ta in s  i t s  resources fo r  i t s  own use -  i t  in  essence becomes an a p o s ta te . I t  may d e sire  the r e la t io n s h ip  but w ithout the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y . In  ta k in g  t h is  a t t it u d e , i t  seldom i f  ever reco g n ize s the s e lf - d e s t r u c t iv e  fo rce s  which i t  has s e t  in  m otion.
By shunning i t s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y , i t  g iv e s lic e n s e  to  each o f i t s  members to  lik e w ise  shun h is  r e s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  the sup­p ort o f the lo c a l  program -  fo r  i t  has s e t  an in ner-group p reced en t. This c o l le c t iv e  s e lf is h n e s s  then becomes the id e a l media in  which in d iv id u a l s e lf is h n e s s  w i l l  germ inate and f lo u r is h .
No church body can l iv e  by i t s e l f .  The worldwide program, the v a st system  o f h o s p it a ls , s c h o o ls , m ission s t a t io n s , and p u b lis h in g  houses has been the r e s u lt  o f  a combined e f f o r t .  To remain h e a lth y , to grow both in  s iz e  and s p i r i t u a l l y ,  and to accom plish the g rea t gosp el com m ission, a church must be an a c t iv e  member of a stro n g  o r g a n iz a tio n .
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When a limb i s  cu t from a tre e  -  i t  i s n ' t  the tre e  th a t  d ie s  ju s t  the lim b . The church which detaches i t s e l f ,  even in  i t s  a t t i t u d e , from i t s  c o l le c t iv e  r e s p o n s ib il it y  d ies -  even though i t s  doors remain open fo r  s e r v ic e s . The s p i r i t  which must permeate every congregation  and every church o rg a n iza ­tio n  i s  the s p i r i t  o f  u n se ctio n a l l i b e r a l i t y .  I t s  s tre n g th  w i l l  come from the Source o f a l l  stre n g th  -  watered by the e te r n a l sp rin g s o f u n s e lfis h n e s s .
For Further Study:John 1 5 :4 ,65T 270
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
THE DANGER IN SPECULATION

The danger in  6 peculation id 
the faveni&h de&in.e M ich i t  
cneate* to get something fan. 
nothing.

In  some cases th ere appears to be a very f in e  l in e  between s p e c u la tio n  and Investm ent. But there i s  a d if fe r e n c e .
The B ib le  c e r t a in ly  does not condemn in vestm en t. On the con trary  i t  i s  encouraged as a means o f  in c r e a s in g  one’ s stew ardship . In  the p arab le  o f the t a le n t s , the men who doubled th e ir  investm ents were p ra ise d  and th e ir  resp o n si­b i l i t i e s  in c re a se d . Only the man who did n o th in g  was con­demned.
Solomon, observing th a t  a v irtu o u s woman i s  above the p r ic e  o f r u b ie s , s a id  th a t among her other q u a l i t ie s  would be th a t o f  a w ise in v e sto r  -  in  th is  in sta n c e  buying a f i e l d  and p la n tin g  a v in e y ard . And s o , from the many refere n ce s to i t ,  investm ent appears to be a bu sin ess venture which i s  based on the sound p r in c ip le s  o f normal supply and demand. Thus the in v e s to r  has every reason to a n t ic ip a te  a customary growth on h is  in vestm ent. And th is  seems to be the f in e  l in e  between investm ent and s p e c u la tio n .
In  s p e c u la t io n , the growth sought and a n tic ip a te d  i s  ab­normal -  or g re a te r  than e x is t in g  co n d itio n s w i l l  p erm it.
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Solomon observed, "A ^atthfiut man 6kaZZ abound u)tth btz&6tng6 
but kz that mkeJh ka&te, to be ntck &kaZZ not be tnnoctnt.1' 
{Pjlov. 28: 20)

The abnormal growths u su a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith sp e c u la tio n  are o fte n  the r e s u lts  o f chance, c a lc u la te d  m an ip u latio n , or the a d v e rs ity  or m isfortune o f  other p eo p le . Many tim es the abnormal p r o f it s  are made p o s s ib le  by a c r i t i c a l  la ck  o f supply and an unusual demand.
The sto ry  i s  r e la te d  o f a man who saw an unusual opp ortun ity  fo r  sp e c u la tio n  ju s t  fo llo w in g  the g reat San F ran cisco  e a rth ­quake. B efore the f i r e s  had been quenched and w hile  the populace was s t i l l  in  a s ta te  o f sh o ck , he leased  a la rg e  area -  then rushed out o f  town and took o p tion s on a l l  the su p p lie s  o f  lumber and b u ild in g  m a te ria ls  he could f in d .He now had a la rg e  "co rn er" on the e x is t in g  m arket.
The demand fo r  b u ild in g  su p p lie s  was im m ediate, immense, and u rg en t. By chargin g ex h o rb ita n t p r ic e s , he became so w ealthy th a t a ft e r  th is  one venture he was a b le  to r e t i r e .  He took advantage o f h is  fellowmen and a c tu a lly  added to  th e ir  a l ­ready unescapable burden.
S p e c u la tio n  i s  a ls o  d e trim en tal to  a man because i t  d e riv es i t s  p r o f i t s  w ithout a normal expenditure o f energy or honest la b o r . B a s ic a l ly ,  there i s  no d iffe r e n c e  between the fo r ­tunes won a t the card t a b le , the horse r a c e , or the f lu c t u a ­tio n  o f  a sto ck  which has l i t t l e  or no d ir e c t  r e la t io n  to
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the normal supply and demand, but the p r ic e  o f  which i s  con­t r o l le d  by i t s  p o p u la r ity .
In  each o f these c a s e s , no ta n g ib le  a sse t i s  in vo lved  ex­cept the money used to buy some chip s -  a w in , lo s e , or p la ce  t ic k e t  -  or a g ilt -e d g e d  c e r t i f i c a t e .
God s a id , " S ix  days s h a lt  thou w ork." This r e fe r s  to the h e a lth y  expenditure o f  energy in  the u s e fu l p rod uction  o f something which w i l l  be b e n f i c ia l  to mankind. On the o ther hand, sp e c u la tio n  i s  u s u a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  id le n e ss  and le is u r e  because the reason prompting i t  i s  to  fre e  the in d i­v id u a l from work. Id le n e ss  and luxury have always been ac­companied by crime and d is s ip a t io n .
Money receive d  fo r  honest labo r and e f f o r t  rep resen ts a por­tio n  o f  a man’ s l i f e .  C e r ta in ly  God would not want th is  monetary re p re s e n ta tio n  o f  a man's very l i f e  hazarded on the turn o f a c a rd , the speed o f a h o rse , or the ca p ric e  o f some glamor s to c k .
O ften  one reads in  the in v e s to r 's  s e c tio n  o f the newspaper o f someone who has been l e f t  a sum o f  money, in q u ir in g  i f  i t  i s  s a fe  to  in v e st i t  in  some s p e c u la t iv e , fast-g ro w th  s to c k . The answer is  always the same, " I f  you c a n 't  a ffo r d  to lo s e  i t  -  you c a n 't  a ffo r d  to gamble. 11
And t h is  fa c e t  o f s p e c u la tio n  makes i t  doubly dangerous fo r  the C h r is t ia n  stew ard. W hile he would never be seen e n te r­in g  a gaming room, or a tte n d in g  a horse r a c e , the same s p i r i t
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o f  gam bling i s  fo ste re d  in  h is  h e a r t . The s p i r i t  o f  chance i s  not the s p i r i t  o f  heaven. The C h r is t ia n  i s  warned a g a in s t i t  in  any form.
Then there i s  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f lo s s . How would a C h r is ­t ia n  account fo r  h is  stew ardship lo s t  in  th is  fash io n ? What could he say? I t  i s  tru e th a t he might s u ffe r  lo s s  in  some le g it im a te  e n te rp r ise  due to  co n d itio n s over which he had no c o n tro l -  but he c e r ta in ly  would not be counted g u i l t le s s  i f  he su stain ed  a lo s s  in  some hazardous s p e c u la tio n .
The r e a l th re a t in  sp e c u la tio n  th en , i s  the m otive which prompts i t  -  the d e sire  to get something fo r  n o th in g  -  and the b la s t in g  e f f e c t  i t  has on mind, body, and so u l -  whether in  w inning or lo s in g .
For Further Study:5T 154 2SM 357 CS 233 2T 196-7 E c c l . 5:12P rov. 22:1 M att. 6:24 IT 693 4T 6171 Tim. 6:17-19 Eph. 4:28
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ONE'S STEWARDSHIP AFTER DEATH

A Atemjid Aj> dtUUL tie&pon&tble 
i(oa the dupoAttcon and me 
of the. thing* utith which he. 
had been entAmted -  even aftefi 
death.

A C h r is t ia n  woman, d isre g a rd in g  the in s tr u c t io n  given in  regards to  le a v in g  money to n o n -b e lie v in g  c h ild r e n , l e f t  her son fifty -th o u s a n d  d o lla r s . In  s p it e  o f  the ad vice of her p a s to r , she reasoned th a t when her son saw how much she loved him -  he would retu rn  to the church. He used the money to open a beer p a r lo r !
I s  she re sp o n sib le ?  Only God, who judges the m o tive s, knows the answer. Of course i t  i s  true th a t a f t e r  her d e a th , she could not c o n tro l how the money was used. But from a human v ie w p o in t, in  the l ig h t  o f  d iv in e  in s tr u c t io n  -  i t  would appear th a t she i s  r e s p o n s ib le , fo r  she could have made sure t h is  would not happen.
F i r s t ,  because she acted d ir e c t ly  con trary  to the in s tr u c ­tio n  reg ard in g  the d is p o s it io n  o f  property a t  d e ath , in  le a v in g  th is  la rg e  sum to a n o n -b e lie v in g  son . Second, be­cause she d id  not make sure the r e a l  Owner receive d  H is property when she could no lon ger manage i t .
There appears to be a double s e t  o f  standards used in  d e a l­



62

in g  w ith the property h eld  in  tr u s t  fo r  our fellowmen and th a t h eld  in  tr u s t  fo r  God. The one used between men i s  re fe rre d  to  as " f a i r  p la y ."
A man in  Montana asked to  be shown the g reat p r in c ip le s  o f stew ardship in  a modern s e t t in g . "L e t us su p p o se ," he was t o ld , " th a t  someone purchased a la rg e  ranch in  th is  area and h ire d  you as the forem an."
"How would you manage the ranch?"
He im m editely r e p lie d , "Why, ju s t  as near to the owner's w ishes as I  p o s s ib ly  c o u ld ."
"What would you do, i f  you suddenly found y o u r s e lf  on your death bed -  and the owner was in  a fa r  o f f  corner o f  the w orld and could not be reached?"
He thought fo r  a moment, then s a id , " I 'd  make the b e s t a r­rangements I  c o u ld , to  see th a t the ranch was w e ll taken care o f  u n t i l  the owner returned and could look a f t e r  i t  h im s e l f ."
The d i f f i c u l t y  w ith many C h r is t ia n s  i s  th e ir  a t t itu d e  in  regard to the ownership o f  th e ir  p o ss e ss io n s . I f  they be­lon g to  them, then they are fr e e  to do w ith  them as they d e s ir e . But -  i f  they are God's -  then th is  i s  another more se rio u s m atter. I f  God i s  the owner, th e n , even a ft e r  death one must be sure th a t h is  stew ardship r e s p o n s ib il it y  i s  some how resto red  to  i t s  r ig h t f u l  Owner.
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This might be accom plished in  s e v e ra l ways. One could  make arrangements fo r  the C h r is t ia n  ed ucation  o f  c h ild r e n , or g ran d ch ild ren , provided o f  course there i s  a r e a l need. I t  might be done through the care o f  in fir m  or d e s t itu te  r e l ­a t iv e s  or fr ie n d s . I t  could be done through the m in istry  o f  the g o sp e l. But one must be very c a r e fu l .
There are those parents who leave la rg e  sums o f money to th e ir  c h ild r e n . They should remember th a t only God knows how much each in d iv id u a l can handle w is e ly . There i s  a danger o f  g e t t in g  in  God’ s way in  th is  r e s p e c t .

"Vnopenty l& often bequeathed to chlldnen 
and gnandchlldnen only to thelA Inju/uy."

CS 323

"The. veny beat legacy which patient* can 
leave theln chlldnen lb a knowledge of use­
ful lab on and the example of a l i f e  chan- 
actenlzed by dl*lntene*ted benevolence. ”3T 399

Those who seem o v e r-zea lo u s fo r  the care and ed ucation  o f th e ir  gran d ch ild ren  should remember th a t God gave them enough means to educate th e ir  c h ild r e n . I s n ’ t  He capable o f fu r ­n is h in g  means fo r  these p arents to educate th e ir  ch ild re n ?
There w i l l  be no problems in vo lved  w ith property a ft e r  d e a th , i f  each steward remembers th a t eve ryth in g  he has i s  e n tr u s t­ed to him by God. I t  i s  to  be returned to  God in  some manner a ccep ta b le  to Him -  when the steward i s  no longer a b le  to f u l f i l l  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  as a stew ard.
And f i n a l l y ,  "Vying legacy 1* a poon bubbtltute fon living
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banQ.voZ2.nc<L." [ST 155) A f a i t h f u l  steward w i l l  be so l ib e r a l  w ith h is  means, w hile  he i s  a l i v e ,  th a t there w on't be much to leave a t h is  d eath . This w i l l  g r e a tly  le sse n  the danger -  and the problem .
For Further Study:2 C o r. 5:10 4T 480Rom. 14:10 3T 121Rev. 20:13 CS 326IT 200 5T 155AH 397




