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INTR O D U CTIO N

For some time an earnest desire has been ex
pressed by many that we might have a compilation 
of the testimonies bearing on the Sabbath-school 
work, for the benefit of those who are specially 
interested in it. In response to these solicitations 
the officers of the International Sabbath-school 
Association have with much care and labor gath
ered the matter presented in this little volume.

It has been thought best to arrange the selec
tions as far as possible in chronological order, 
giving first place to those which were written first, 
and giving credit to the source from which each 
was taken. Brief quotations and paragraphs are 
arranged in the same order and placed by them
selves under the title “ Fragments,” at the close of 
the work. k

The reader will not find all that has been written 
on a given subject in the article upon that subject, 
for excellent thoughts will be found on almost 
every phase of the Sabbath-school work in many of 
the leading articles. The alphabetical index will 
greatly aid in finding particular statements, and 
room has been left after each letter so that other 
features may be added to it if desired. \\ hat is 
said in regard to the qualifications and duties of 
teachers, applies with equal force to superintend
ents.

In some cases an article or paragraph may have 
been published several times, and in different 
places. We do not undertake to give references 
to each and every place where an article or para-
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graph has appeared, but only to the place where 
first published.

It has been our aim to have the arrangement ol 
the work, the preparation of the index, and the 
form of the book such as to make the excellent 
matter which it contains easy of access, and 
quickly available for study or reference. We, 
therefore, send it forth with the expectation and 
the earnest prayer that it will prove a source of 
pleasure and rich blessing to the present and future 
workers in our Sabbath-schools.

Executive Board Int. S. S. Association.

Abbreviations.

T., Testimonies.
S. T., Special Testimony.
S. S. W., Sabbath-school Worker. 
G. W., Gospel Workers.

• The Sabbath-School and the Church Service.

The Sabbath-school a t ------- was made the one
great theme of interest with Brother E. It ab
sorbed the minds of the young, while other relig
ious duties were neglected. Frequently, after the 
Sabbath-school was closed, the,superintendent, a 
number of teachers, and quite a number of schol
ars, would return home to rest. They felt that 
their burden for the day was ended, and that they 
had no further duty. When the bell sounded forth 
the hour for public service, and the people left their 
homes for the house of worship, they would meet a 
large portion of the school passing to their homes. 
And, however important the meeting, the interest 
of a large share of the Sabbath-school could not 
be awakened to take any pleasure in the instruction 
given by the minister upon important Bible sub
jects. While many of the children did not attend 
public service, some that remained were not ad
vantaged by the word spoken, for they felt that it 
was a wearisome tax.

There should be discipline and order in our 
Sabbath-schools. Children who attend these 
schools should prize the privileges they enjoy, and 
should be required to observe the regulations of
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the school. And even greater care should be *^e
taken by the parents to see that their children have Some efforts have been made to interest children 
their Scripture lessons, than is taken to see that in the cause, but not enough. Our Sabbath- 
their day-school lessons are prepared. Their schools should be made more interesting. The 
Scripture lessons should be learned more perfectly public schools have of late years greatly improved 
than their lessons in the common schools. If par-their methods of teaching. Object lessons, pic- 
ents and children see no necessity for this interest, tures, and blackboards are used to make difficult 
then the children might better remain at home; for lessons clear to the youthful mind. Just so may 
the Sabbath-school will fail to prove a blessing to present truth be simplified and made intensely 
them. Parents and children should work in haf- interesting to the active minds of the children, 
mony with superintendent and teachers, thus giv- Parents who can be approached in no other way 
mg evidence that they appreciate the labor put are frequently reached through their children, 
forth for them. Parents should take special inter . Sabbath-school teachers can instruct the children 
est in the religious education of their children, that 1° the truth, and they will, in turn, take it into the 
they may have a more thorough knowledge of the home circle. But few teachers seem to understand 
Scriptures. , the importance of this branch of the work. The

There are many children who plead a lack of modes of teaching which have been adopted with 
time as a reason why their Sabbath-school lessons such success in the public schools could be em- 
are not learned; but there are few who could not ployed with similar results in the Sabbath-schools, 
find time to learn their lessons if-they had an in- and be the means of bringing children to Jesus 
terest in them. Some devote time to amusement - and educating them in Bible truth. This will do 
and sight-seeing; others, to the needless trimming far more good than religious excitement of an 
of their dresses for display, thus cultivating pride emotional character, that passes off as rapidly as 
and vanity. The precious hours thus prodigally it comes.
spent are God’s time, for which they must render The love of Christ should be cherished. More
an account to Him. The hours spent in needless faith is needed in the work which we believe is
ornamentation, or in amusements and idle con- to be done before the coming of Christ. There 
\ersation, will, with every work, be brought into should be more self-denying, self-sacrificing labor 
judgment. T., vol. 3, pp. i88, 189. in the right direction. There should be thought

ful, prayerful study how to work to the best 
advantage. Careful plans should be matured. 
There are minds among us that can invent and
carry out, if they are only put to use. Great
results would follow well-directed and intelligent 
efforts.—  T.t vol. 4, pp. 69, 70.



be defective, it will gain strength by exercise, so 
Search the Scriptures. that after a time you will delight thus to treasure

up the precious words of truth. And the habit 
The Sabbath-school affords to parents and chikvill prove a most valuable aid to religious growth, 

dren a precious opportunity for the study of God’ If the time that is worse than wasted in gossip, 
Word. But in order to gain that benefit whiclin ministering to pride, or for the gratification of 
they should gain in the Sabbath-school, both parappejite, were devoted with equal interest to the 
ents and children should devote time to the studjstudy of the Bible, what encouragement would be 
of the lessons, seeking to obtain a thorouglgiven fo our Sabbath-schools! But when parents 
knowledge of the facts presented, and also of thiare more anxious to have their children fashion- 
spiritual truths which these facts are designed ttably dressed than to have their minds stored with 
teach. We should especially impress upon tin the truths of God’s Word, the children themselves 
minds of the young the importance of seekingwill soon learn to regard dress and display as of 
the full significance of the scripture under con-more consequence than the things which concern
sidIeralion- their salvation. . . .

In some schools, I am sorry to say, the custom Observe system in the study of the Scriptures in 
prevails of reading the lesson from the lesson sheet, your families. Neglect anything of a temporal 
'1 Ins should not be. It need not be, if the time nature; dispense with all unnecessary sewing and
that is often needlessly and even sinfully employed, with needless provision for the table, but be sure
were given to the study of the Scriptures. There that the soul is fed with the bread of life. It is im- 
is no reason why Sabbath-school lessons should be possible to estimate the good results of one hour 
less perfectly learned by teachers or pupils than or even half an hour each day devoted in a cheer- 
are the lessons of the day school. They should ful, social manner to the Word of God. Make the 
be better learned, as they treat of subjects in- Bible its own expositor, bringing together all that 
finitely more important. A  neglect here is dis- is said concerning a given subject at different times 
pleasing to God. an(j under varied circumstances. Do not break up

Parents, set apart a little time each day for the your home class for callers or visitors. If they 
study of the Sabbath-school lesson with your chil- come in during the exercise, invite them to take 
tlren. Give up the social visit if need be, rather part in it. Let it be seen that you consider it more 
than sacrifice the hour devoted to the precious les- important to obtain a knowledge of God’s Word 
sons of sacred history. Parents, as well as children, than to secure the gains or pleasures of the world, 
will receive benefit from this study. Let the more —S. S. W., April, 1SS5. 
important passages of Scripture connected with the 
lesson be committed to memory, not as a task, but 
as a privilege. Though at first the memory' may 
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iible truth. The teachers may give character to 
Sabbath-School Duties in the Cam p-M eeting arle work> so that the exercises will not be dry and 

at Home. ninteresting.
Teachers do not make as earnest work as they 

Dear brethren and sisters who assemble at oihould of the Sabbath-school exercises; they should 
camp-meetings, we wish to address to you a feome close to the hearts of the scholars, by apt- 
words in the interest of our Sabbath-schools. Thiess, by sympathy, by patient and determined 
is one of the important branches of the work, anffort to interest every scholar in regard to the 
should not be left to chance, or to haphazaralvation of the soul. These exercises should be- 
management. If these schools are conducted some altogether what the Lord would have them, 
they should be, the efforts made in the pulpit t-seasons of deep conviction of sin, of heart refor- 
present the truth in a manner to win souls may bnation. If the right work is done, in a skilful, 
deepened; and if the labor bestowed is followechrist-like manner, souls will be convicted, and 
up by interested workers in the Sabbath-schoolhe inquiry will be, “ What shall I do to be saved?' 
much good will be accomplished. But it is non some Sabbath-schools, positions are given to 
enough to have the Sabbath-school move like welbersons who have no aptitude to teach. They 
regulated machinery. There should be practicaiave no earnest love for souls. They do not half 
workers; the teachers should be of that class whanderstand the practical bearings of the truth them- 
have a living connection with God, who have apelves. How, then, can they lead the children 
appetite for study themselves, who will give tirnand youth to the living Fountain. Let the teach- 
and moral earnestness to their work, and who wibrs themselves drink deep of the water of salva- 
not be satisfied unless they see something acconrion, and the angels of God will minister to them, 
plished. ind they  ̂in know just what course the Lord

1 here should be a living, growing interest invould have them take to win the precious youth to 
storing the mind with Bible truth. The preciodesus. It requires aptitude, a will, perseverance, 
knowledge thus gained will build a barrier about! spirit such as Jacob had when he wrestled in 
the soul. Although assailed with temptation, thereirayer, and exclaimed, “ I will not let Thee go ex- 
will be a firm trust in Jesus, through the knowledgcept Thou bless me.” When the blessing of God 
of Him who hath called them to glory and to virtuerests upon the teachers, it can but be reflected to 
Let the teachers enter, heart and soul, into the sub-hose under their charge. Never place the youth 
ject matter of the lesson. Let them lay plans to.inder individuals who are spiritually indolent, who 
make a practical application of the lesson, andiave no high, elevated, holy aspirations; for the 
awaken an interest in the minds and hearts of the>ame mind of indifference, Pharisaism, of form 
children under their charge. Let the activities ofwithout the power, will be seen in both teachers 
the scholars find scope in solving the problems ofmd scholars.



Let parents do their part, not only helping tlof the work; for its importance in its influence 
children in their study, but becoming familiar wiupon our youth can not be estimated. But our 
the lessons themselves. The Bible is our tefleachers need to be converted men and women, 
book. Parents, teachers, and scholars need who know what it means to wrestle with God, 
become better acquainted with the precious trut who will not be at rest until the hearts of the chil- 
contained in both the Old and the New Testamen dren are tuned to love, praise, and glorify God. 
We must come up to a higher plane of action. LWho will be earnest workers for souls in om 
the Spirit of Jesus vitalize the souls of the workej Sabbath-schools? Who will take the youth sepa- 
Then their plans and methods of labor will be rately, and talk and pray with them, and make 
that character to win souls to Jesus Christ. In o personal appeals to them, beseeching them to yield 
large churches, where there are many children ai their heart to Jesus, that they may be as a sweet 
youth, there is great danger of so managing tl savor to Christ? As we view the magnitude of the 
Sabbath-school that it will become a mere fori work, and see how little it is appreciated, ŵ e feel 
mechanical but spiritless. It lacks Jesus. Do m like groaning in spirit, and exclaiming, Who will 
allow all your strength and energy to be given t accept these grave responsibilities, and watch for 
worldly, temporal things during the week, and i souls as they that must give an account? We are 
have no energy and moral strength to give to tl Christ’s representatives upon the earth. How do 
service of Christ on the Sabbath. There is earne we fulfil our mission? Christ’s representatives 
work to be done just now. We have not a m will be in daily communion with Him. Their 
ment’s time to use selfishly. Let all we do 1 words will be select, their speech seasoned with 
done with an eye single to the glory of Go grace, their hearts filled with love, their effoits 
Never rest till every child in your class is broug sincere, earnest, persevering, to save souls for 
to the saving knowledge of Christ. whom Christ has died. Let all do their utmost to

It is important that the exercises in our cam| work for the salvation of the dear children and 
meeting Sabbath-schools be conducted with orde youth, and by and by they will listen with joy to 
promptness, and efficiency. Then the right moul fhe words of Jesus, “ Well done, good and faithful 
will be given to Sabbath-schools in the differet servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, 
churches, as the people return to their homes. D What is this joy?— It is beholding the redeemed 
not allow business and other interests to crowd 01 saints saved through their instrumentality, through 
the Sabbath-school interest, so that it shall be coi the blood of Jesus Christ.— S. S. W., July, 1S85. 
sidered a matter of no special consequence.

Very much can be done for the education an 
moral and religious training of our youth by wel 
organized, properly-conducted Sabbath-school 
Time and attention should be given to this branc



full of spiritual sympathy. They do not realize 
T o  Superintendents and Teachers. that by their long, tedious talks they are killing

the interest in, and love for, the school. . . . 
now TO su cc e e d . w h en  the hearts of the workers are brought

There is earnest work to be done in our Sabbathinto sympathy with Christ, when He abides in them 
schools, and those who have the management oby living faith, they will not talk one-half as ong, 
these schools should seek to move with wisdotinor manifest one-half the smartness, that some o 
and tact. It is a nice and important work to deanow; but what they say in love and simp lcity 
with minds, to leave a right impression, to giviwill reach the heart, and they will be roug in
the right mould to character. It is a wise educa close sympathy with teachers, scholars, an c urc

tor who seeks to call out the ability and powers o members.
the student, instead of constantly endeavoring tc A true educator will carry the minds o is ear 
impart instruction. ' ers with him. His words will be few but earnest.

At different times I have received letters of in Coming from the heart, they will be u ot sympa 
quiry in regard to the duties of the Sabbath-schoo thy, and warm with the love for precious sou s 
superintendent. One who felt grieved because ht His educational advantages may have ieen ini 
could not awaken a deeper interest on the part o ited, and he may have but little natura a i ity, u 
teachers and scholars, said that he took much tiro a love for the work and a willingness to a or in 
in talking with them, explaining everything h humility will enable him to awaken a eep interes 
thought essential for them to understand, and ye in both teachers and scholars. The learts o e 
there seemed to be a great lack of interest. The; young will be drawn to him. His wor wi no 
were not moved religiously. I would here say t< be a mere form. He may have the a 1 ity to raw 
this honest brother, and to any others who ma; out from both teachers and students precious gems 
be laboring under similar difficulties, Examine t< of spiritual and intellectual truths, an t ius, w 1 ® 
see if you are not responsible, in a great degree, foi educating others, he will be educate mrse 
this lack of religious interest. Many try to do tot The scholars are not awed by lus cispay o pro 
much, and fail to encourage their teachers and found knowledge, and in simple language ey e 
students to do what they can. They need grea what impression the lesson has ma e upon lei 
simplicity and religious earnestness. They mak< minds. The result is a deep anc lung meres 1 
long, dry speeches in the Sabbath-school and tht the school. Through the simplicity ot t e g°sP® 
teachers’ meeting, thus wearying the minds of botl of Christ, he has reached them w ere ey a 
teachers and students. Such remarks are greatl) Their hearts are melted, an now e can mo 
out of place. They do not adapt their instructioi them into the image of his Master, 
to the real wants of the school, and they fail tc A  keen, sharp intellect may e an a J ’ 
draw hearts to them, for their own hearts are net but the power of the educator is m is



nection with the Light and Life of the world. H 
will love humanity and ever seek to bring it to 
higher level. He will not always be blaming otl 
ers, but his heart will be filled with pity. He wi 
not be great in his own estimation, neither will h 
seek constantly to bolster up and strengthen hi 
own dignity; but the humility of Jesus will be pa 
sonified in his life. He will feel the truth of th 
words of Christ, “ W ithout Me ye can do nothing! 
Such teachers as these are greatly needed. Go 
will work with them. “  Learn of Me,”  says Christ 
“ for I am meek and lowdy of heart.”  Many whf 
are engaged in the Sabbath-school work need di 
vine enlightenment. They lack spiritual insight t, 
enable them to apprehend the wants of those fa 
whom they are laboring.

MISTAKES POINTED OUT.

The Sabbath-school, if rightly conducted, is oni 
of G od’s great instrumentalities to bring souls tt 
a knowledge of the truth. It is not the best plat- 
for teachers to do all the talking, but they should 
draw out the class to tell what they know. Then 
let the teacher, with a few brief, pointed remarks or 
illustrations, impress the lesson upon their minds. 
Lnder no circumstances should teachers go through 
the lesson mechanically, and then sit down, leaving 
the children to stare about, or whisper and play, 
as we have seen them do. Such teaching is not 
beneficial; it is often injurious. If the teacher is 
properly prepared, every moment can be used to 
profit. The active minds of the children should1 
be kept constantly employed. Their ideas should 
be drawn out and corrected, or approved, as the 
case may require. But never should the teacher

sit down, saying, “ I am through.”  There is no 
such thing as getting through with the lesson.

Superintendents, never scold nor complain be
fore your teachers or scholars. If you wish to in
fluence the school for good, put away the whip, and 
exert a heaven-inspiring influence, which will carry 
the minds of all with you. In making plans and 
regulations for the school, let them represent, as 
nearly as possible, the voice of the school. In 
some schools there is a sharp, critical spirit. Much 
is made of forms and rules, while the weightier 
matters, mercy and the love of God, are neglected. 
Let all be cheerful. If any have clouds encom
passing their souls, let them work out into the 
sunlight before they enter the Sabbath-school. A 
mother who is constantly relating her discourage
ments, and complaining to her children of their 
lack of appreciation, can not have proper control 
of them. So will it be with you, teachers and 
superintendents. If you see a lack in this respect, 
do not lessen your influence by speaking of it; but 
in a quiet way set influences to work that will cor
rect the evil. Plan, study how to secure a well- 
organized, well-disciplined school.

All in the school should feel themselves learners. 
We are to become daily learners if we would be 
true educators. It is a noble thing to teach; it is 
a blessed thing to learn. Knowledge is a precious 
possession, and the more we obtain of it, the better 
work will we do if we make a right use of it. As 
workers for God w!e want more of Jesus and less 
of self. We should have more of a burden for 
souls, and should pray daily that strength and 
wisdom may be given us for the Sabbath. Teach
ers, meet with your classes. Pray with them, and
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teach them how to pray. Let the heart be soft for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
ened, and the petitions short and simple, bu are they which testify of Me.”  Do not encourage 
earnest. Let your words be few and well chosen a superficial manner of investigating the truth, 
and let them learn from your lips and your exampli Make every point of truth clear and distinct to the 
that the truth of God must be rooted in thei minds of the children. Do not crowd upon their 
hearts or they can not stand the test of temptation minds an accumulated amount of matter at one 
We want to see whole classes of young peopli time. The precious Word of God is to be a lamp 
being converted to God, and growing up usefuto their path, and a light to their feet. Impress 
members of the church.—5 . .S'. IV., October, i88j upon their minds that it is their privilege to walk

in the light. It is the path of peace, of purity, of 
holiness, cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to 
walk in. Christ has led the way in this path; He is 
the true Shepherd; in following Him, they avoid 

The Sabbath-school should be one of the great the by-paths and dangerous pitfalls, 
est instrumentalities, and the most effectual, it hi the Word of God they are to learn that all 
bringing souls to Christ. Our Sabbath-school who enter heaven must have a perfect character; 
workers need to be especially embued with the for then they will meet their Lord in peace. Many 
Spirit of Christ. They can not be co-workers wit! children and youth have their characters imprinted 
Christ unless they have Him abiding in their heart' on their countenances. Their life’s history they 
by faith. . . . The children need a more cle- carry in the features of the face. The true workers
cided effort in regard to religious culture. The should impress upon the minds of the children a 
leading workers and the teachers should labor foi beautiful, pure, Christ-like character, which will 
perfect harmony. There should be cooperation transfigure the countenance. If Christ is the abid- 
on the part of parent, children, and teachers. Lei *nS principle in the heart, you may read purity, re- 
every worker labor for wisdom and tact, that he finement, peace, and love in the features. In other 
may put forth that well-directed effort which God countenances, an evil character hangs out the sign; 
requires. We are to cultivate tact and sharp dis- selfishness, cunning, deceit, falsehood, enmity, and 
cernment, to be quick to see opportunities to do jealousy are expressed there. How difficult it is 
good, and to seize these opportunities and make for truth to impress the hearts and countenances of 
the most of them. Teachers of the different such characters!
classes should bring every child into their heart. We need now to give special attention to the 
and under their special watchcare. cultivation of character. Let this mind be in you

It is impossible to do this work for time and that was in Christ Jesus, that it may elevate and 
eternity unless the teacher has a close connection ennoble the highest as also the lowest worker in 
with God. Jesus h a s  said, “ Search the Scriptures, our Sabbath-schools, so that Jesus will not be



ashamed to acknowledge them as His colaborers Sabbath-school than to place as workers young 
All spiritual culture Christ has provided for Hi m(in antj yoUng women who have shown great 
children. If Jesus is abiding in the soul, the he-ai defects in their religious experience, 
is filled with the holy graces of His Spirit, whicl p>0 not iovver the standard in your Sabbath- 
makes itself manifest in the transforming of thi schools. Your children must have as their teach- 
fcatuies. If you would have beauty and lovelines ei-g those whose example and influence will be a 
of character, the divine law must be written upoi blessing rather than a curse. They must have 
the heart and carried out in the life. constantly before them a high sense of the

The Bible lessons which are taught in our school: virtue, purity, and holiness which characterize the 
are of far greater consequence than many now ais- Christian life. Their ideas upon this point must 
cern. These children will have to meet in the ne| not become confused; let none move unwisely or 
future the heresies and fables that abound in the ignorantly in these matters. Give not, by voice or 
Christian world. Instruct the youth with simplicity pen, encouragement to men or women who have 
but great thoroughness. Our wprk must stand the not moral w-orth, whose past life shows a want of 
test of the judgment. The youth in this age must conscience and integrity. They may be sharp, 
be fitted by the grace of Christ to meet and over- witty, and intelligent; but if the heart is not imbued 
come evils which have been introduced into sod wjth the Spirit of God, and if they have not integ- 
ety. They will have opportunities to use all the rjty of character, their influence points earthward, 
knowledge and influence that they have acquired, not heavenward, and will be detrimental, wherever 
and will need wisdom from above to stem the cur- they are, and in whatever they may engage, 
rent of evil which surrounds them. The support- We are in great need of men and women who 
ers of error and of unscriptural doctrines are num- sense s[n and hate iniquity; who have spiritual eye- 
erous. The world at large is leading them to forget sight to discern the wants of the cause of God, and 
God and to despise His claims. The law of God is to work with a devoted, unselfish interest, keeping 
trampled beneath unholy feet. Every youth is self ever hid in Jesus. We want young men of 
responsible to God for His opportunities, and for whom God can approve, who have practical godli- 
the precious light shining upon him from the ness, who have consciences quick to feel and sense 
Scriptures. danger; men and women who will not exalt them-

s e l e c t i o n  OF t e a c h e r s . selves, and will not seek to hide the deformity of
the soul under a cloak of godliness; those who feel 

The instruction given youth and children should' their weakness and imperfections of character, and 
not be of a superficial character. The teachers who will hang their helpless souls upon Jesus 
should do all in their power, as those standing in Christ. Those who are self-confident, and think 
defense of the truth, to raise the standard high, their w a y  is above criticism, will show very imper- 
There can not be a worse thing done for your fect work. Said the apostle, “ When I am weak,



EFFECT OF THE TRUTH.theft am I strong.”  While sensing his weakness  ̂ ' 
he b> faith laid hold of Jesus Christ and His grace The principles of truth impressed upon the 

ecomes every one who has any connectioieart, line upon line and precept upon precept,
. • . ,1̂ fU|° r ,jlOĈ t(J move modestly and eaiviH produce right action. The Bible contains the
I 1 Tf  W ° U not deceived by the enem5earchjng maxims which God has given to guide

°  sou s. you o not individually have divmilien anc| women, youth and children, through the 
*lg < enmen > you will certainly make great miŝ onflicts of this life to heaven. The prayer of 

a-es, you vv 1 call good evil, and evil good. Christ was, “  Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy 
lave een s own that you should have less burdeiWord is truth.” However enlightened the youth 

orm, an a greater burden to see deep hearmay be through Bible studies, their nature is such 
Wl?r ln | ie a ath-school. Every teacher in ththat unless the truth of which they have knowledge 
sc 100 s ou c eel that he is a missionary for Godis practised in the daily life, every attempt to ele- 

e must improve his moments and his ability twate and ennoble will be unavailing. The parents 
o am a uiovv edge of the Word of God, that hehave a serious responsibility resting upon them to 
may impart t ie same to his scholars. Teacherscooperate with the teachers in the Sabbath-school, 
wil ecome c isqualified for their position if they There are hearts that the Lord has touched with 
are not earners. I hey need freshness of ideas.His Holy Spirit. No sooner does grace begin its 
tes 1, wise p ans, life, tact, and spirit in their work.work in the soul, than the heart is humbled and 

ley must be apt to teach. subdued; there is no wrestling for the supremacy;
le teacher should not confine himself to thepride is gone; there is such a sense of the love of 

repetition of the set words of the lesson, yet heChrist in giving His life for sinful beings that there 
wants to be perfectly familiar with the words asis no desire to become self-exalted. The con- 
we as the ideas. Every teacher, before he standsverted one sees that his Redeemer lived a life of 
at t e head of his class, should have his plans humility, and he desires to walk in His footsteps, 
c istmctly laid out in his mind as to what he wants The missionary spirit is awakened in his hearth 
to to or that day and on that occasion. Recitingand, while walking humbly and circumspectly, in 
a esson \ ourself before the class is not teaching it; accordance with his faith, he can not rest until he 
you want simple words and plainly, clearly-stated is engaged in the work of trying to win souls to 
it eas. Make sure that your scholars understand Christ. He wants every one to know the precious- 
you. If they can not comprehend your ideas, then ness of a Saviour’s love. In his work of faith and 
your abor is lost.  ̂ Do not skim the surface; work devoted labor, he will meet with strong tempta- 
t eep. I he Bible is the rule and guide of the life, tions and trials, for the Lord tests all His children.

oun doctrine must be brought into actual con- If he has the root of the matter in him, he wall be- 
tact with the minds and hearts of your scholars; come more and more firmly established in the 
t en it will produce fruit, for sound practise will be truth. If Christ is abiding in his heart by faith, sin 
seen as the result of your labors.



appears revolting. While he will have love kir*the Slory of God- Do not refuse to bear respon~ 
ness, and tenderness for the scholars under Abilities because you have a sense of your weak- 
charge, he will feel that as a faithful servant ess and inefficiency. God can give you strength 
must discipline and preserve order in his chnd w'sdom if you are consecrated to Him and
If truth is cherished, the love of the Saviour is ;eep humble- Let none through slothfulness
vealed in his words and deportment. The Wceblse to w0rk; and let none rush ahead, urging 
of God with him is not a dead letter; he will giis service when it is not wanted, 
not only lip service, but heart service ~

ivvery Sabbath-school worker who has pass
from death unto life through the transformii Let every true worker be grateful to God that he 
grace of Christ, will reveal the deep moving of tP honored in having an opportunity of working for 
Spirit of God upon his own heart. Those Master- Watch for opportunities to do good, 
attempt to direct others, who make a pretension10d imPr°ve the talents God has given you, seek- 
guiding souls to the path of holiness, while the°& grace daily that you may succeed in doing 
own life is marked with pleasure-loving, with prid>ood- The lost opportunities for doing good in 
and with love of display, are unfaithful servanthe past may wel1 humble you to the dust, and 
Their life is not in accordance with their pr fessioead you to watch carefully lest you should let slip 
their influence is an offense to God. They need)pportunities of being a blessing to others. How- 
thorough conversion. Their hearts are so finenany times the hour has come with its work, but 
up with rubbish that there is no room for enmhe worker was not at his post of duty! Words 
bling, elevated truth. The soul temple needs t o F ght bave been said to he,p and strengthen weak 
refined, purified, cleansed; for Satan rather tha;ouls struSghng under temptation, but they were 
Christ is abiding in the heart. lever spoken. Well-directed personal efforts

It is essential that care should be taken wheoight have been put forth’ and have saved a SOUl 
placing men and women in positions of tru/om death’ and hid a multitude of sins, but there 
1 ou should know something in regard to their paivas 110 one to make the effort The neShgent 
life, and the character that has been develoj >e<Pnes wiU have to meet their neglect in the day of 
You would better double your classes under GckP0^  Most predous is the blood of christ> which 
fearing workers than to multiply teachers w W leanses from a11 sin* A sense of the redeeming 
influence is not in accordance with the holove of Clirisb s! 10111(1 lead us to embrace every 
character of truth which we profess, for their infliPpportunity of doing good- These moments are 
ence will be demoralizing. Let every true, honesrxceedingly precious if improved to the glory of 
hearted worker be encouraged to work on, keeif,od' Those who are in pursuit of earthly riches 
ing in view the fact that everyone will be rewardeGe watphing constantly and sharply their oppor- 
as his works have been. Work with an eye singlfunities of gaining their desired object; and work



ers for Christ should be no less earnest in winnie may have rich evidences of His love and 
souls to Him. They may be colaborers with Chiercy daily in our self-denying efforts to do others 
if they, by imitating Christ’s example, do good)od. I entreat the workers in our Sabbath- 
all brought within the sphere of their influenthools to put on the whole armor of God, and, as 
For Christ’s sake let the teachers and the leadiithful soldiers of Jesus Christ, show their fidelity, 
workers in your Sabbath-school be men aod will reward every work that is done to His 
women who love and fear God; men and wotriory.— 5 . S. IV., April, 1886. 
who realize the responsibility of their position, 
those who are watching for souls and must rend
an account to God for the influence they exert o\ n ....... . c ll il cru„„i Wnrli
those under their charge. Poaib,litres in Sabbath-School Work.

We must have an increase of faith, else we cjour Sabbath-schools are nothing less than Bible 
not be renewed in the divine image, and love aocieties, and in the sacred work of teaching the 
obey the requirements of God. Let the prayer ruths of God’s Word, they can acomplish far 
forth from unfeigned lips, “ Lord, increase myfaihore than they have hitherto accomplished^ The 
give me divine enlightenment; for without heabbath-school, when rightly managed, possesses 
from thee I can do nothing.” Come in humilnarvelous power, and is adapted to doing a great 
and bow before God; open before the Lord ycvork, but it is not now what it may and should 
Bibles, containing the divine promises; take yo>e. The influence growing out of Sabbath-school 
position upon them; make a covenant with Gevork should improve and enlarge the church; but 
that you will answer His requirements; tell Hin no case should it ever be allowed to divert from 
you will believe, without any other evidence excejhe interests of the church, tThere is a most 
the naked promise. This is not presumption; burecious missionary field in the Sabbath-school, 
unless you work with zeal, unless you are earnemd if there are now omens of good, they are only 
and determined, Satan will obtain the advantagndications and beginnings of what may be done, 
and you will be left in unbelief and darkness. Tli*The great work of opening the Bible from house 
words and promises of God are the only foundo house in Bible readings gives an added impor- 
tion of our faith. Take the Word of God as tmtlance to the Sabbath-school work, and makes it 
as a living, speaking voice to you, and obey faitbvident that the teachers in the schools should be 
fully every requirement. God is faithful, who hatonsecrated men and women, who understand the 
promised. He will work with the efforts of supethriptures, and can rightly divide the wrord of 
intendents and teachers. Our blessings are limiteruth. /The idea of holding Bible readings is a 
by the weakness of our faith. God is not unwiheaven-born idea, and opens the way to put hun- 
ing to bestow; He is a reservoir of power. Wdreds of young men and women into the field to 
must cherish meekness and lowliness of heado an important work, which otherwise could not

have been done!}



The Bible is unchained. It can be carried Gather the infants with lisping lips, the youth 
every man’s door, and its truths may be p re s e n t the a£ed’ and set them to the task of solving 
to every man’s conscience. There are many vvjiysteries which have not been comprehended by 
like the noble Bereans, will search the Scriptule w*se raen earth> although possessed of giant 
daily for themselves, when the truth is presentFnds* The weighty truths of God’s Word are 
to see whether or not these things are so Ch?r those who are humble and willing to learn at 
has said, “ Search the Scriptures; for in themie feet of the Divine Teacher. Jesus rejoiced in 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they whPirit because of this fact, and said, “ I thank Thee, 
testify of Me.” Jesus, the world’s Redeemer bi) father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
men not only to read, but to “ search the Scr"hou bast b'd these things from the wise and 
tures.” This is a great and important work ai’rudent’ and hast revealed them unto babes, 
it is committed to us, and in doing this we shallfven so> Father; for so it seemed good in Thy 
greatly benefited; for obedience to Christ’s caight' ”
mand will not go unrewarded. He will crot Let not narrow ideas proscribe and bind about
with especial tokens of His favor this act of loy4our labors- “ The field is the world.”  The
in following the light revealed in His Word doctrines of truth are plainly revealed on every

•age of the Word of God, and yet the enemy has 
great light for the earnest seeker. >ower to blind the minds of the self-sufficient, so

As soon as the seeker for truth opens the Bifhat the plainest and simplest utterances may not 
to read the utterances of God with reverenc6 °nderstood. Let the truth be taught to our chil- 

possessing an earnest desire to know “ what Let them be armed with the reve,ation of
the Lord,” light and grace will be given him aihe Word ° f God’ Let them be able t0 tel1 what
he will see wondrous things out of God’s law ’ I3 written in the ScriPtures of truth. Let the
will not regard the law of Jehovah as a yoke ,ninister frora the desk- with ,ips touched with a 
bondage, but as the gracious commands of Of°al from ° ff the altar of heaven’ speak the words 
who is all-wise and full of compassion He vvif life that wiU burn their way int°  the heart and 
make haste to fulfil His requirements Gre°ul ° f thoSe who’ although wise in the wisdom of 
truths which have been neglected and unappbe WOrld’ do not comprehend the wisdom that is 
dated for ages, will be revealed by the Spirit irom above'
God, and new meaning will flash out of familii The question, “  What is truth ?” should be asked 

texts. Every page will be illuminated by thVlth dedded interest We must respond to the 
Spirit of truth. The Bible is not sealed b(ommand of God> and S° forward from light to a 
unsealed. The most precious truths are re v e a le d ? 61" Hf ht; . There is no such thing as the 
the living oracles are heard by wondering ean°ldierS ° f ChnSt standing stll!’ careless and in‘ 
and the consciences of men are aroused into actioi1CtlVe- There are COnStant improvements to be



made. The providence of God is leading us t, . , , .  T , , , , .  . . .  y
.  , .  . r , ,. T & :h not us;” but Jesus rebuked, his spirit, and told

step by step in the path of obedience. Let parer. r „  , . . . .j  . . . . , „ , .is followers that ‘ he that is not against us is on
and teachers impress upon the minds of the ch . „ .  ... . . .
, T j • - ur part.”  The Way, the Truth, and the Life,

dren that the Lord is proving them in this life,.,, , , , . , . . . .  •., , , ,. TT. . ,  , ill be clearlv revealed in the words, the spirit,
see if they will render obedience to Him with lo , , , . , , , ,. • .. t., , . , , , nd the deportment of those who believe in and
and reverence. I hose who would not be obedie , , n . , .  , , , ,. , , ,  , , :arn of Jesus. Parents and teachers should mani-
to Christ here would not obey Him in the eteri , ,, . , . . . ,

, , ™ , , . , . . , . ;st the tenderest interest and sympathy for those
world. The Lord is seeking to fit them for tf. . , .. . . . .
, , . , ho are not believers in the truth. They should
heavenly mansions that Jesus has gone to prepa ... , , , ,. , , , .. .  ever, either by word or action, wound a soul, the
for those who love Hun. , r , ,urchase of Christ s blood. If the older ones

t h e  l e s s o n s  t o  b e  t a u g h t . la n ifest a  c o ld , h a rsh , u n sym p a th etic  spirit, th e

. .  , , .1 c i u .1 . , , . hildren will manifest the same, and their char-Uo not make the Sabbath-school lessons dry ai , ,
. . . .  . . . .  . ,, cters will not be moulded after the divine model.

spiritless. Leave the impression upon the miiT . . .  . . . . .  , ,
, ,, , . . ve must patiently educate the children and youth

that the Bible, and the Bible alone, is our rule . , , , . , f _ , , . .
, ... j  .. . . . . .  c 3 feel that they are required of God to be mission-faith, and that the savings and doings of men a . , , 1 ,

. . .  . . . .  ,. nes, that they are not to be selfish, narrow, andnot to be a criterion for our doctrines or actior. ’ , /  .
„  , , . , , . . . . .  , , igoted, but broad in their ideas and sympathies.One grand lesson must be taught to the childre.*5 . 1

j  f r t all work in love and manifest Christian courtesy,and that is that they must be free from every p; , . . , , .
. . .  £ .. j i • . .r , .,iey will be winners of souls, and will bringtide of egotism and bigotry. Peach them tn . . .

. . . . . . .  .recious sheaves to the Master.Christ died to save sinners, and that those wl ^ . . .  . . .. , . ,
, £ ... . I . .  , f One thing is certain, there is too little of theare not of our faith are to be labored for wi . . . . .  ’ , . , , . . ,
, i £ , r .i • Pint of love among Seventh-day Adventists, bothgreat tenderness and forbearance, for their sot , , ^

. i church and Sabbath-school work. The workers
are precious in the sight of God. No one mil , ,  . . , , , .
, , , ... . . T , . , nd learners aim for too low a standard. All needbe regarded with contempt. There must be i , , , , , . , , , ,.

. .£ . , 3 be enlarged, to have higher and holier aspira-
Phansaism, no self-righteousness. . . .  ,

.p, . . .. . £ £ ...ons, to inhale a purer atmosphere. Young menThere are many true Christians not of our fait ’ ” . , ” , _ f ,
... , . . . , ,.nd women are to come forth from our Sabbath-with whom we come in contact, who live accordu , , . , . . . .

, . . .  chools and colleges to become missionaries forto the best light that they have, and they are, , , , , . . . ,
.. , , rod. They need the very best of instruction andgreater favor with God than are those who ha . . . .  ™ . , . . , .

, , . . . . .  .eligious training. They need that virtue thatgreater light but who have not improved it t ° , , , . ,
. j. , . .  .jomes from God, added to knowledge, which willshowing corresponding works. At one time t! . . , .f,

. . ualify them for trying and responsible positions,
disciples found a man who was doing a work,, . „  , . . .  , , , . . .

j  t , , .. he intellectual and spiritual growth should be asChrist s name, and John, relating the matter , . , , . , . . .
T ■ . r l i - . , £ it larked as the development of the physical powers.Jesus, said, “ We forbade him, because he folio' , , ,  , C. f  . .

he young should feel the necessity of being



strong ana competent intellectually as well
spiritually. Many fail to acquire this power, i Responsibilities of Parents and Teachers.
because they are lacking in 4>ility, but becai
they fail to apply themselves with determined £ I feel a deep interest in our Sabbath-schools 
diligent effort. They should make the very nithroughout the land, because I believe them to be 
of their opportunities, and become care-takers instrumentalities of God for the education of our 
order to be able to bear the burdens and share youth in the truths of the Bible. Constant efforts 
responsibilities of those who are worn and ladshould be made by both parents and teachers to 
The most important of all missionary work is interest the youth in matters of eternal importance, 
train workers to go into the field to preach The Sabbath-school is a missionary field, and very 
gospel to every creature. much more of the missionary spirit should be

Let the Sabbath-school teacher be an exani|manifested in this important work than has been 
in faith, in charity, in doctrine, and deportmetmanifested in the past. In every grade, in both 
Let him dress with simplicity. Let him show tprimary and advanced classes, teachers need to 
beauty of the natural and true, in contrast wlook constantly to the great source of light for 
the false and artificial. Let him teach his scholiwisdom, for grace, and for power to mould the 
to love God, giving them line upon line, and phearts of their scholars, and that they may deal 
cept upon precept, little by little adding mintelligently with the purchase of Christ’s blood, 
features to the truth, till it is delineated before (Each teacher should be a humble follower of Him 
minds in its attractiveness and beauty. Let hiwho is meek and lowly in heart. No one should 
pray and work until ho sees his charges bound study or work that he may be considered a supe- 
the truth, and in possession of the love of Gorior teacher, or a person of unusual ability, but 
which passeth knowledge.—T. 5 . W., January, /$that he may lead souls to Christ. There will come

temptations to weave self into all that is done, but 
the w;ork will be marred if this is done, for it will 
lead to making dry, lengthy remarks that will fail 
to interest or benefit the minds of the children.

While it is essential that wise, patient efforts 
should be made by the teacher, the work must not 
be left altogether to the Sabbath-school and church 
worker, but it must find its foundation and sup
port in the work of the home. Parents have a 
sacred responsibility and charge committed to 
them, and they are called upon to keep their 
charge, to bear their responsibility in the fear of



God, watching for the souls of their children ;plied, and the days of your children, in the land 
they who must give an account. which the Lord svvare unto your fathers to give

Home missionary work has been strangely nethem, as the days of heaven upon theearth.” . . . 
lected. Those who have had the greatest reasc
for earnest, Christ-like solicitude for the salvatic t e a c h  m o d e s t y  a n d  h u m i l i t y .

of their children, have been indifferent to the The direction given by the Son of God to Moses, 
responsibilities, and have lightly regarded t! for the instruction of the children of Israel, is just 
wants of their households. The responsibilii as essential now as it was then, and it should be 
which God has given to men and women as pa; heeded as diligently by parents to-day as by God’s 
ents, many have shifted from themselves to tli ancient people. Religion must be woven into 
Sabbath-school worker and to the church influencf every part of the home life if we would see the 
But each instrumentality has its work, and parent results that God has designed as the fruit of fol- 
who neglect their part will be weighed in th lowing His way. Pride, self-esteem, and boldness 
balances and found wanting. are marked characteristics of the children of this

The instruction of Christ from the pillar of cloui day, and they are the curse of the age. When I 
to the children of Israel, defines the duty of pat see this unchristlike, unlovely manifestation on 
ents, and is not indefinite or hard to be undei every side, and then see parents and teachers seek- 
stood. This instruction is for our admonition an ing to display the ability and proficiency of their 
benefit. “ Therefore shall ye lay up these M children and scholars, lam  pained to the heart; 
words in your heart and in your soul, and bin for I know that it is exactly the opposite course 
them for a sign upon your hand, that they may b from the one that should be pursued, 
as frontlets between your eyes.”  In every worl Parents and teachers who gather their knowledge 
of their hands, they were to remember the com from the Bible, who are governed in mind and ac- 
mandment of the Lord. It was to be bound upoi tion by its holy principles, need not go astray, and 
their hands, not literally, but to exert an influeno be found in by and forbidden paths. The most 
over every transaction of their lives. It was to b sacred lessons of modesty and humility are to be 
as frontlets between their eyes. Their minds wef taught to the children, both at home and in the 
to dwell upon the truth of God’s commandments Sabbath-school. They are to be instructed as to 
and they were to be governed by their principles the high claims of the law of God, and as to their 
“ And ye shall teach them your children, speak responsibility before Him. The lessons that should 
ing of them when thou sittest in thine house, am be presented to them should be of such a character 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou lies as would qualify them for usefulness in this life, 
down, and when thou risest up. And thou shal and for a place in the future, immortal kingdom, 
write them upon the door-posts of thine house “ And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
and upon thy gates; that your days may be multi thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all



thy might. And these words, which I comm^tain their own customs and inventions The 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart; and t W s a m e  spirit is manifested in the wor d to-day. 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, # en are averse to investigating truth, lest tlieir
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine houtraditions should be disturbed’ and a new order ° 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when things should be brought in. There is with hu- 
liest down, and when thou risest up.” xhfnanity a constant liability to err, an tnen are 
words plainly define the duty of parents and teainaturally inclined to highly exalt human ideas and
ers; and if they will follow this instruction, ^knowledge, while the dlvine anC eterna 1S n° l ‘S‘ 
will not fail to see the best results. How differfemed or appreciated. To those who were un- 
would have been the scriptural record of the prejudiced, the words of Christ were as e lg  ̂
tory of Israel, a nation so highly favored of t!from heaven. “ He spake as never man spake 
Lord, if they had carried out the instruction givAs the Sreat Teacher presente t e a sor ing rea 
them from the pillar of cloud by the Son of tl*bes °* tbe eterna  ̂ future, the twigs o is peris 
living God. But they did not diligently follow tiing world were ecliPsed- How eagerly dld 1;ho*e 
admonitions given. They failed to teach th«who bad been Pray'nS for ,lg 1 receive ie ru . 
children the requirements of God; and the sibut tbe Proud and self-rig teous re usee is
results are pictured before us in a nation rejectmessage- HQW TQ TEACH.
of God. They separated so far from the wisdo
of God that when the great Teacher, Jesus, tl How important are the lessons that may be given
world’s Redeemer, appeared, they cried, “ Awitothe children and youth in unfolding the Scrip- 
with Him!” The tradition of men was mo tures in the simplicity of Christ! Let the teacher 
highly revered than the commandments of Go leave all his hard, high-sounding words at home,
False practises and human inventions had takf and ta k e  o n ly  the simplest words, that will be read- 
the place of the pure teaching of God. Tb ily comprehended by the minds of the young. But 
which was to have become a part of their beins in order to be a successful teacher, not only should 
was regarded as of small consequence and litti the methods of teaching be simple, but you must 
worth. take sympathy and love with you into the Sabbath-

When Christ came into the world to exemplil school. The children will recognize this element 
true religion, and to exalt the principles that shoul and be influenced by it. Men and women are only 
govern the hearts and actions of men, falsehoo grown-up children. Do we not respond to wmrds 
had taken so deep a hold upon those who had ha and looks of real sympathy and love? Jesus, the 
so great light, that they no longer comprehende divine Teacher, assured His disciples of His love 
the light, and had no inclination to yield up trad toward them. He assumed human nature for no 
tion for truth. They rejected the heavenly Teache other purpose than to display to men the mercy, 
they crucified the Lord of glory, that they migl the love, and the goodness of God in providing for



the salvation and happiness of His creatures. - 
was for this end that He died. While uttering f 
tenderest words of sympathy, He rejoiced in t 
consciousness that He intended to do “ exceeding 
abundantly,’ ’ above what they were able to askl 
think. Daily He exhibited before them, in woji 
of blessing to man, how great was His tendernt 
and love to the fallen race. His heart was a iou 
tain of inexhaustible compassion, from which t! 
longing heart could be supplied with the water 
life.

When Jesus spoke to the people, they were a 
tonished at His doctrine; for He taught them s 
one having authority, and not as the scribes. Tli 
scribes had labored to establish their theories, ar 
they had to labor to sustain them, and to ket 
their influence over the minds of the people, f 
endless repetition of fables and childish tradition 
The loftiest models of public instruction consiste 
largely in going through heartless rounds of ui 
meaning ceremonies, and in the repetition of frivi 
lous opinions. The teaching of Jesus inculcate 
the weightiest ideas and the most sublime trutl 
in the most comprehensible and simple mannei 
and “ the common people heard Him gladly.”  Thi 
is the kind of instruction that should be given i 
our Sabbath-schools. Light, heaven’s light, mus 
be reflected from Jesus, the wonderful Teachei 
and the souls of the children and youth must b 
illumined with the divine glory of His charade 
and love. Thus the children may be led in beaut 
ful simplicity to “ the Lamb of God, which taket 
away the sin of the world.” —S'. S’. W., April, 188f

Need o f Genuine Religion in Our Sabbath-Schools.

Our Sabbath-schools are not what the Lord 
would have them to be, for there is altogether too 
much dependence placed upon form and machin
ery, while the life-giving power of God is not man
ifested for the conversion of souls, for whom Christ 
died. This order of things must be changed if our 
Sabbath-schools meet the purpose for which they 
exist. We must have consecrated teachers, who 
love God supremely and their neighbors as them
selves. The Lord has made ample provision that 
teachers may have increased ability from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, that they may teach to some purpose, 
working as for time and eternity. We need in our 
schools young men and women who have vital god
liness, not a cheap, superficial experience, but a 
deep inward piety that results from learning daily 
in the school of Christ, that they may impart to 
others the precious lessons which Christ has taught 
them.

Those who are satisfied with following a certain 
dry order, of going through a round, will miss the 
mark, and fail of the work that should be done by 
a Sabbath-school teacher; but if those who engage 
in this important branch of God’s cause are Chris
tians in the full sense of the word, doing the work 
given them of God in His fear, working with love 
for souls, for whom Christ died, they will be labor
ers together with God. When superintendents 
and teachers give themselves without reserve to 
God, they will not only resolve, but put their reso
lutions into effect. As soon as the workers in 
Sabbath and day schools enter upon their proper

(4i)(41)



work, with a full realization of their dependes If teachers would ever bear in mind that it is the 
upon God, the grace of Christ will be supplied Roly Spirit that must reveal to the soul glimpses 
unite with their human effort. It is important tbf heavenly things, and that as they work in the 
every worker should understand that convictiSpirit of Christ, this heavenly agent is impressing 
and conversion of souls follow the co-operationthe mind with divine truth; if they would ever 
the human effort with the divine power. Entirealize that angels are about them, that they are 
consecration of soul must be maintained as mustanding upon holy ground, much more efficient 
by the teachers and superintendents of our Sabbat work would be done in our Sabbath-schools. The 
schools as by the ministers in our pulpits, for ,'teachers would not be devoid of spiritual grace and 
alike are engaged in the work of bringing souls power, for they would have a realization of the 
Christ. Each in his place is to work, as did Chrfedivine presence; they would understand that they 
in the spirit of love, for the erring and impeniterwere but the human agents through whom Christ 
This is what Christ would see in the Sabbath-scho was imparting His heavenly light. Their labors 
work. would be instinct with earnestness and power,

t e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e x e m p l a r y . and they would know that the Spirit helpeth their 
The teachers should set a right example befor infirmities.

the youth, in spirit, in deportment, and> in dress T h e  superintendents and teachers in our Sabbath- 
They should be attired in plain, simple garments schools must be converted, rescued from their 
and their spirit should be as humble as a child’: habitual insensibility. The precious lessons of 
yet pure and elevated, for they stand in the pres truth must not be taught in a tame, lifeless way; 
ence of God, to represent the character of Christ t but, by daily communion with the Lord, by a recep- 
their scholars. In the spirit of devotion, with ten tion of the bright beams of the Sun of Righteous- 
derness of heart, they should look upon thei ness, life-giving power must be added to their 
charges, remembering that Jesus said, “ Take heei efforts to win souls to Christ. They must continu- 
that ye despise not one of these little ones; for ally keep the mind stayed upon Christ, that the 
say unto you, that in heaven their angels do alway thoughts and impulses may be of a spiritual char- 
behold the face of My Father which is in heaven- acter, and that their manner and method of teach- 
The angels of God that behold the face of thi ing may be subject to the dictation of the Holy 
Father in heaven are looking upon the childrei Spirit. The Holy Spirit in its highest manifesta- 
and youth, whom you, as living agents for God tion to men is to enable them to put forth their 
are teaching the way of salvation. Think of this best energies, as God is working in them to will 
superintendents and teachers; you are in the pres and to do of His own good pleasure, 
ence of heavenly angels, doing work the charactei “ Without Me,”  Christ says, “ ye can do noth- 
of which will testify to your fidelity or unfaithful ing-” The worker is not to be left alone. The 
ness to Christ. Spirit of God is given unto him, that he may will



and do ot God’s good pleasure, that he may niphrist, and the longer the youth remain in impeni- 
no provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thenence> the more confirmed they become in their 
Then, teacher, follow the leadings of the Spjesistance of the Spirit of God. With increase of 
As the Spirit of God draws the hearts of the cfears it is probable that there will be a decrease of 
dren and youth, you draw with tenderness lensibility to divine things, a diminished suscep- 
love, inviting them, and pleading with them ibility to the influences of religion. Every day 
give their hearts to God. iatan works to fasten them in their habits of diso-

The children and youth are Christ’s purchas,e(*ience> their spirit of impenitence, and there is 
possession; He has bought them with an infinP83 probability that they will become Christians, 
price. Jesus loves the little ones. He looks wî nc* what shall be the account finally to be ren- 
pity upon the young, for He knows how Satan J ered by indifferent teachers? Why does moral 
seek to attract them into the broad way, making^dence bind the soul of the teacher, and make 
look enticing to their eyes; and Jesus bids tMm reluctant to put forth proper efforts for the 
angels to take special charge of these inexperienct:oin’ers*on °* precious souls of youth and children? 
souls, in their homes, in their school life, and Chy not let the Holy Spirit create an atmosphere 
the Sabbath-school. The Spirit is continual1*301111 t1ie sou* that will drive away moral darkness 
striving with them, seeking to draw them to GoPd bring heavenly light to others? 
and the laborer together with God will feel li The truly converted laborer in the Sabbath- 
responsibility, and will earnestly work to win sou'0*100* will not be moulded after the customs and 
to Christ. iractises of the world, but will stand in moral in-

Dn . lependence. He will set an example that will be
PRAV ER AND PATIENCE NEEDED. • . . . . , . . . . ,  ,

.onsistent with his profession, coming out from the
The scholars in your class may be perverse anvor*c*’ and maintaining a separation from its spirit 

stubborn, inclined to evil, they may severely teinc* fashions. He will not be turned in the least 
your patience, and yet their hearts are soil inlroni his steadfast purpose to be one with Christ, 
which you may sow heavenly seed that will bearlor yie*d an iota from his stand of fidelity to God, 
harvest for good. If the teacher is not imbued wifn opposition to pride, to indulgence in selfish 
the Spirit of God, he will become discouraged, ]osimusement, to expenditure of means for the grati- 
his self-control, and, by an impatient word, fly nation of inclination or love of display, but will 
severe reprimand, may cut off all his influencf16 an example in spirit, deportment, and dress, 
and make a failure of his work. Sabbath-school worker, which will you meet, the

The Sabbath-school teachers have need of wall;tanc*arc* °* Christ or that of the world? Oh, will 
ing carefully and prayerfully before God. The;ou say> “ I will lift the cross and follow Jesus?” 
must labor as those who must give an account1** y°u not cultivate His tenderness in persua- 
They are given an opportunity to win souls fc?1on> earnestness in exhortation, and exemplify



the exalted principles of the truth, manifesting
life and character what the religion of Christ t Cooperation w ith Christ,
done for you ? Shall we not all heed the exhor
tion of the apostle, “ Put ye on the Lord Jes The Sabbath-schoolteacher should be a laborer 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, together with God, cooperating with Christ. Do 
fulfil the lusts thereof ”  ? not be content with a lifeless, formal religion. The

There is need of representing genuine religi object of Sabbath-school work should be the in- 
before the youth. Such religion will prove a vil gathering of souls. The order of working may be 
power, an all-pervading influence. From hea faultless, the facilities all that could be desired; 
felt devotion, joyousness, freshness, and continii but if the children and youth are not brought to 
growth, will spring, and this is the religion th Christ, the school is a failure; for unless souls are 
the youth must behold if they are to be drawn drawn to Christ, they become more and more un- 
Christ. This kind of religion will leave its divii impressionable under the influence of a formal 
impression upon souls, and its possessor will I religion. The teacher should cooperate, as he 
renewed both mentally and physically by the r knocks at the door of the heart of those who need 
freshing grace of God. help. If pupils respond to the pleading of the

Try it for one year, you who are educators ai’s Pirit, and open the door of the heart, that Jesus 
teachers in our Sabbath and day schools, and 9 maY come in» He will open their understanding, 
if you will not be able to say, “ The Lord ha'that they may comprehend the things of God. 
wrought wondrously for us, for many souls hafeThe teacher’s work is simple work, but if it is done 
been brought to the Master, as precious shear m the Spirit of Jesus, depth and efficiency will be 
for the heavenly garner.” —.S. 6'. IV., Decembt added to it by the operation of the Spirit of God. 
1891. There should be much personal work done in

the Sabbath-school. The necessity of this kind of 
work is not recognized and appreciated as it should 
be. From a heart filled with gratitude for the love 
of God, which has been imparted to the soul, the 
teacher should labor tenderly and earnestly for the 
conversion of his scholars.

What evidence can we give to the world that the 
Sabbath-school work is not a mere pretense? It 
will be judged by its fruits. It will be estimated 
by the character and work of the pupils. In our 
Sabbath-schools the Christian youth should be in
trusted with responsibilities, that they may develop



their abilities and gain spiritual power. Let tlision to their feelings. It would be well to have a 
youth first give themselves to God, and then ltjudicious leader chosen at first, one who will talk 
them in their early experience be taught to heliittle and encourage a great deal, by dropping a 
others. This work will bring their faculties intword now and then to help and strengthen the 
exercise and enable them to learn how to plan anyouth in the beginning of their religious experi- 
how to execute their plans for the good of theences. After they have had a little experience, 
associates. Let them seek the company of thoslet one of their number take the leadership, and 
who need help, not to engage in foolish conversihen another, and in this way let workers be edu- 
tion, but to represent Christian character, to beated that will meet the approval of God. 
laborers together with God, winning those w h f l
, . ■ ,  , , 6 BEHIND OUR DUTY,have not given themselves to God.

In studying the Scriptures, in manifesting an un- In our efforts to help the youth we are woefully 
selfish interest in others, in doing those things thaoehind our duty. We have had great light, but 
will please the Saviour, you will grow in grace andve lack in zeal and earnestness, and have not fer- 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. Lefency of spirit proportionate to the privileges we 
every teacher and scholar ask, “ What can I denjoy. We must rise above the chilling atmos- 
thatcan be counted as good service to Him whiphere of unbelief with which we are surrounded, 
has died that I might live?’’ The Master giveand draw nigh to God, that He may draw nigh to 
this answer, “ Seek and save that which is lost.'us. We must educate the youth, that they may 
You are to work in Christ’s way, with patiencelearn how to work for the salvation of souls; and 
with interest, with determination that you will now educating the youth for this work, we shall also 
feel discouraged as you work for time and eternityjearn how to labor more successfully, becoming 
believing that Jesus can do much through humaiefficient agents in the hands of God for the conver- 
ability consecrated to His service. What highesion of our scholars. We must become imbued 
privilege could we desire than to be laborers towith the spirit of earnest labor, and lay hold upon 
gether with God, making the most of our intrusteChrist, claiming Him as our only efficiency. Our 
powers, that this very work may be accomplishedminds must be enlarged, that we may have a

When young men and women are sober mindedproper realization of the things pertaining to eter- 
and cultivate piety and devotion, they will let theimal life. Our hearts must be softened and subdued 
light shine forth to others, and there will be vitaby the grace of Christ, that we may become true 
power in the church. It would be well to have aieducators.
hour appointed for Bible study, and let the youth, Let superintendents and teachers inquire, Do I 
both converted and unconverted, gather togetheibelieve the Word of God? Am I giving myself to 
for prayer and for the relation of their experiences.Him who hath given Himself for me, suffering a 
The youth should have a chance to give exprescruel death upon the cross, that I might not perish



The O bject of Sabbath-School Work.

but have everlasting life? Do we believe that Jemay approach in an acceptable manner those who 
is drawing the souls of those around us, even ihtmost need help, and lead them to Christ, where 
who are living in impenitence and do not respothe wants of the soul may be satisfied. . . .
to His drawing power? Then, in contrition of sof When the youth is converted, do not leave him 
say: “ Master, I will draw with all my powersin idleness; give him something to do in the vine- 
influence, I will draw unto Thee. I trust in Tlyard of the Master. According to his ability, let 
and in Thee alone to touch and subdue the liehim be employed; for the Lord has given to every 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” —5 . S. irnan his work. Let us cooperate with the Lord 
January, i8g2. in every line, and set in operation every means

whereby the powers of those connected with the 
school may be developed for usefulness. The in
habitants of the world are ranging themselves 
under the banners of the two leaders of earth’s 

Christian teachers and students are responsifnhabitants. Christ, the Prince of life, and Satan, 
to God for the gracious privileges they enjoy, the prince df darkness, are urging men and women 
they are to be laborers together with God, beariand youth into service. It is the work of the 
a decided testimony to the power of God’s saviChristian teacher and scholar to make earnest 
grace in the sight of earth and heaven. The eefforts that the ranks of Christ may be continually 
ciency and influence of the workers for God increased, to invite every soul to stand under the 
be in proportion to their moral elevation ablood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel, 
purity. The true Christian teachers will discMB

'  . t  , « r* , 1  , i i  C t i l  I  AVOID CONTROVERSY.the import of the Sabbath-school lesson; for thi
understanding will be opened to comprehend tj Lessons should be taught in the Sabbath-school 
gospel. They wall let their light shine to thcthat will shed light into the chambers of heart and 
who have taken no interest in the precious raysmind. And that this may be accomplished, the 
truth. The door of the heart must be openedteachers must be under the influence of the Holy 
receive the light shining from the Word. OSpirit, that all selfishness may be subdued, that no 
Christian student who receives the Word of Ghasty word may be spoken, no inconsiderate action 
may be the means of blessing his fellow-studenmay be performed, but that the grace of God may 
He can be a benefit to others if, patiently abe manifested as working with human effort for 
kindly and interestingly, he will go over the lessthe salvation of souls. This should be the great 
with those who do not take an interest in tend of Sabbath-school work. The Sabbath-school 
things of God, and will make his instruction simjshould not be made a place for controversy; it is 
and definite. This kind of work will require (not the place to make differences of opinion mani- 
exercise of wisdom from above, that the worffested. Let all this kind of work be kept out of



LIFELONG SERVICE.
the school, and let harmony be maintained.® 
ideas are advanced that are questioned by me 
bers of the school, let not a combative spirit at The Lord calls for young men and women to 
and discussion and controversy follow. gird themselves for lifelong, earnest labor in the

The Sabbath-school should be a place where Sabbath-school work. Spasmodic efforts will not 
jewels of truth are searched for and rescued fravail to accomplish much good, or to make you 
their environment of error, and placed in their {successful laborers in the work of God. By pa- 
setting in the framework of the gospel. Precitient continuance in well-doing, you are to become 
gems of truth, long lost sight of, are now to laborers together with God. You are to reckon 
restored to the children of God. The themesirourselves the servants of God by the day. Be 
justification by faith, the righteousness of Chriiiligent in your work for one day, and see that you 
should be presented in our schools, that the yomake no crooked paths for your feet, lest the lame 
and children may understand these important soe turned out of the path of rectitude by your 
jects, and teachers and scholars may know the vnisdoings.
of salvation. Sacred and eternal principles cc The Lord would have teachers in the Sabbath- 
nected with the plan of salvation have long beschool work who can give whole-hearted service, 
lost from sight, but they must be restored to thffho will increase their talent by exercise, and 
proper place in the plan of salvation, and madenake improvement on what has already been at- 
appear in their heavenly light, and penetrate cained. The Lord would have working Christians 
moral darkness in which the world is enshroudtn His church; for the worker has fewer tempta- 

Let the youth take heed to the words of the Rons than those who have little to do. Those who 
man, “ Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; aruly believe in Christ will become laborers to- 
lean not unto thine own understanding.” Ijether with God. They will be governed by His 
them walk softly, prayerfully, and carefully bef#P>rit; their affections will be purified, their pas- 
the Lord, in continual dependence upon Him, a’]ons will be controlled, and precious fruits will 
at the same time exerting all their powers, imptlPPear in their lives for the glory of God; for those 
ing all their opportunities, trusting to what fho truly believe in Christ will reflect light. New 
Lord can do with their consecrated abilities. light will ever be revealed on the Word of God to 
them inquire at every step, “ Is this the way of l lm who is in Jiving connection with the Sun of 
Lord?” Humility is a characteristic of those Righteousness. Let no one come to the conclu- 
have true wisdom, and, no matter what may *1011 that there is no more truth to be revealed, 
their attainments, they will not be self-con fidf he diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find 
and boastful. >recious rays of light yet to shine forth from the

Vord of God. Many gems are yet scattered that 
tre to be gathered together to become the property



of the remnant people of God. But light is d their hearts warmed and invigorated by the truth 
given simply to be a strength to the church, but1 of God, being not hearers only, but also doers of 
be shed upon those who are in darkness. T the Word. They should be nourished in Christ as 
people of God are to show forth the praisesfthe branches are nourished in the vine. The dews 
Him who hath called them out of darkness injof h eaven ly  grace should fall upon them, that their 
His marvelous light. Christ has said of His pe hearts may be like precious plants, whose buds 
pie, “ Ye are the light of the world,” and it is tlopen and expand and give forth a grateful fra- 
mission of light to shine out and illuminate ti grance, as flowers in the garden of God. Teach- 
darkness. ers should be diligent students of the Word of

Oh, may teachers and pupils be what the Lot-God, and ever reveal the fact that they are learning 
designed that they should be when He gave h daily lessons in the school of Christ, and are able 
life that they might be the sons and daughters to communicate to others the light they have 
God, and win the crown of immortal glory! received from Him who is the great Teacher, the 
S. S. IV., February and March, 1892. Light of the world.

Teachers should feel their responsibility, and 
make use of every opportunity to improve, that 

Heart Work in Sabbath-School Teacher and Scholl tlie>' may render the best kind of service in a
manner that will result in the salvation of souls. 

Every teacher in the Sabbath-school should t Both teachers and pupils should awake to the itn- 
a follower of Christ, and those who have not ide portance of manifesting industry and perseverance 
tified themselves as the disciples of Christ, shot in the study of God’s Word. They should be 
ing by a consistent life that they are Christian much in communion with God, where petty temp- 
should not be invited to become teachers in t! tations will not control them, and indolence and 
Sabbath-school, for they have need that some oi apathy will be successfully resisted. No idleness, 
first teach them the foundation principles of tl no self-indulgence should be allowed by those who 
love and fear of God. “ Without Me,” Christ sa]j profess to be Christian workers.
“  ye can do nothing.”  Then of what value woil Point after point of truth should be investigated; 
be the teaching of one who knew nothing by pe for there is no limitation to the truth of God, and 
sonal experience of the power of Christ? It wouj in its study a most lively interest should be felt by 
be a great inconsistency to urge such a one to tal both teachers and pupils, that they may know what 
a class in the Sabbath-school, but it is even won God hath said. For years the voice of God has 
to permit a class to be under the influence of; been saying to us, “ Agitate, agitate, agitate.” 
teacher whose dress and deportment deny tl Study every point of truth, that you may know for 
Saviour, whom they profess to serve. yourselves what is truth in distinction from error.

Those who teach in Sabbath-school must hai Let students search for themselves, that they may



know the deep things of God. Let this work (with eye-salve, that thou mayest see. As many as 1 
done in the Spirit of Christ. Put no restrictiove, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, 
upon the students. and repent.”

In searching the Scriptures there is need of gre What is the character of the religious experience 
humility of mind and contrition of heart, of seekir0* those who take part in the Sabbath-school work? 
earnestly unto God. Those who come in a low;The light of truth has been shining in the minds 
spirit, seeking for truth, will be aided in thean  ̂hearts of teachers and scholars, that they may 
search by the angels of God. diffuse it to those who are out of Christ. The sav.

'The Lord will raise up men to bear the messages message is to be given to those who have not 
of truth to the world and to His people. If thos>et opened their hearts to receive the heavenly- 
in responsible positions do not move onward iPft* The truth must be urged upon the attention 
the opening providences of God, bearing an appro0̂  those who seem indifferent. If all felt a burden 
priate message for this time, the words of warnin̂ 01’ the souls for whom Christ died, how intense 
will be given to others who will be faithful to theiwou^ he the interest in every agency employed for 
trust. Even youthful Christians will be c h o s e n s a lv a tio n  of souls! How little our thoughts 
‘ ‘ cry aloud and spare not.” would be upon the indulgence of self, upon display-

in dress, and upon seeking for amusement! How 
a m  w klkmen i little money Would be expended for entertainments

must be brought into our Sabbath-school work iianĉ  pleasure if we realized the importance of in- 
every church, not an element of contention, buvest‘n& our means in the cause of God, which 
one of piety and purity. Self-esteem and ser^mands everY penny not needed for actual wants, 
sufficiency are so prevalent that the words of the Pray that the Holy Spirit may come to your 
T rue \\ itness apply to many members of the Sab êarts> ar>d then you will wear Christ’s yoke, and 
bath-school. The True Witness says: “ I know th'hear His burden, and grow into complete union 
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I wouli"*^ Jesus. Our views are too narrow; we need a 
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou atmore extended vision, that we may take in the 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuewants °* the cause.
thee out of My mouth. Because thou sayest, I am What the cause most needs is consecrated young 
rich, and increased with goods, and have need o:men and women, who feel a personal responsibility 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched*or the advance of the work, and who will cooper
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked; late with divine agencies to shed light into the 
counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the firemor;h darkness of the world, 
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that Many who profess to be Christians do not more 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy^an half believe the Word of God. They do not 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eye study it earnestly, but waste precious time in read-



ing novels and story-books. A mere intellect#0 make the most of their intrusted ability. He 
understanding of the Word of God will not 1 would have you cultivate habits of industry, habits 
sufficient to influence the habits of the life, for t of study, that you may improve the talents He has 
life is regulated by the condition of the hear g‘ven y°u- God wall accept your service, and the 
When Sabbath-school teachers have taught tl improvement of your talents, but He can not look 
lessons of external revelation, their work is bf with approval upon half-hearted, half-way work, 
just begun, and they should not cease their lab|Every branch of God’s work calls for the exercise 
until they have evidence that the precepts of heavi°l the highest ability; it demands that you shall 
are not only accepted by the understanding ( bring into requisition every available help, that 
the pupil, but written upon the heart.— S'. A. Iff you shall direct your noblest impulses to the propa- 
Aprtl, 1892. gation of the truth. The exalted, sacred character

of the work requires the enlistment of the highest 
intellectual and spiritual powers, that it may be

The Teacher Must Be a Learner. properly re Presented befo/ ei th° se who sit in d a r k '
ness and in the shadow of death.

“  Flee also youthful lusts; but follow righteoul If >'ou are called to be a teacbef 111 any branch 
ness, faith, charity, peace, with them that*call o| of the work °* God’ you are called also t0 be a 
the Lord out of a pure heart. But foolish and ui learner in the school of Christ. If you take upon 
learned questions avoid, knowing that they d->’ou the sacred responsibility of teaching others, 
gender strifes.” Those who would become tM you ta k e  upon you the duty of going to the bottom 
educators of the youth and children must led  of every subject you seek to teach. If you present 
much, very much, both in precept and experiencJ a subject from the Word of God to your pupils in 
in order that they may be successful laborers fJ llie Sabbath-school, you should make the reasons 
God. They must grow in grace and in the know! for y°ur faith so Plain tbat yolir scholars shall be
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, attaiJ convinced of its truth’ YoU should dlbgeat y
ing unto the measure of the stature cjf' Christ! search and compare the evidences of the Word ol 
Growth in grace is a testimony to the fact that yol God on messages that He sends to the church, that 
are abiding in Christ as the branch is abiding i| y°u may know what is truth, and be able to direct 
the vine. If you abide in Him, you will have powej those who look to you into the way of righteous- 
to discern spiritual truth, for spiritual things arj ness-
spiritually discerned. ' ; 8 listen  with candor.

“ 1 have written unto you, young men, becausl When asked to hear the reasons of a doctrine 
ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth ii that you do not understand, do not condemn the 
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.’] message until you have given it a thorough inves- 
God calls upon the young men and young womeij tigation, and know from the Word of God that it



is not tenable. If I had an opportunity, I woulltlieir attention to the searching of the rich mine of 
speak to the students of every Sabbath-schoollGod’s Word.
the land, lifting up my voice in earnest appeal thi Those who have entered upon the work of teach 
they go to tne Word of God, seeking for truth aniinS’ or who have been called to any Position of re' 
light. God has precious light to come to His pedsponsibility, should not be satisfied to take the 
pie at this very time, and you should strive eai Product of the researches of other minds, but they 
nestly in your investigations to aim at nothing les should investigate truth for themselves. If they 
than a thorough knowledge of every point of trutljGo not *orm tbe babit °* investiSat‘ng themes of 
that you may not be found in the day of Got1™1*1 f°r themselves, they will become superficial 
among those who have not lived by every wonin their ,ife and acquirements. The opinions of 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. y°ur associates may be of value to you, but you

The momentous issues at stake through neglecshould not rely uPon them and have no defimte 
of the Word of God should be carefully consideredideas of y°ur own. Y °u should examine the truths 
The study of the Bible is worthy of the best men y°u have been led to believe> until y°u know tbat 
tal effort, the most sanctified ability. When nev they are without a flaw. You lose much when you 
light is presented to the church, it is perilous ti do not brinS every Point of faitb you bcdd totbe 
shut yourselves away from it. Refusing to heaidaw and to tbe testimony, for y°u do not see or 
because you are prejudiced against the message o: appreciate the truth as it is. Oh, that all our youth 
the messenger will not make your case excusable miSht appreciate the privilege that God has given! 
before God. To condemn that which you haveb ‘s H‘s will tbat >’ou sboidd S° to tbe source of 
not heard and do not understand will not exalt a'̂  b£bt> and rece>ve the enlightenment of His 
your wisdom in the eyes of those who are candid,SP’rit (*or this wdl be given to every humble seeker 
in their investigations of truth. And to speail°r truth), and then you will know that the Spirit 
with contempt of those whom God has sent with a'and the Word agree, and know that you know 
message of truth, is folly and madness. If our ŵ at is truth. What assurance this knowledge 
youth are seeking to educate themselves to be&'ves- ^ ou can then speak with power, proclaim- 
workers in His cause, they should learn the way >ng what you have learned as truth, knowing that 
of the Lord, and live by every word that pro-Tou bave not followed cunningly-devised fables.— 
ceedeth out of His mouth. They are not to make W., May, 1892. 
up their minds that the whole truth has beer,: 
unfolded, and that the Infinite One has no morel 
light for His people. If they entrench themselvesf 
in the belief that the whole truth has been revealed,! 
they will be in danger of discarding precious jew-1 
els of truth that shall be discovered as men turnS



with your preconceived ideas, but come as a 
The Spirit of Investigation Essential. learner to understand the foundation principles of

the faith of Christ. With eager interest, with fer- 
“ But continue thou in the things which tho vent prayer, come to the Word of God, that you 

hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing may know what is truth, manifesting the same
whom thou hast learned them; and that from Spjrjt a s d i d  Nathanael when he earnestly besought
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, whi|Le Lord that he might know the truth. Light 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation tlirou; w;n come to every earnest seeker for truth, as it 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture canie to Nathanael. Jesus saw him as he bowed 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable fi jn prayer under the fig tree, and while he was still 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructs petitioning for light, the messenger came to call 
in righteousness; that the man of God may i anci to lead him to the Source of all light, 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works® * Philip fiudeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We 

There is yet much precious truth to be reveale have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and 
to the people in this time of peril and darknes: the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son 
but it is Satan’s determined purpose to prevent tk0{ Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, Can 
light of truth from shining into the hearts of melthere any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
If we would have the light that has been provide§prejuc]ice and unbelief sprang up in the heart of 
for us, we should show our desire for it by dilf Nathanael, but Philip did not try to combat it. He 
gently searching the Word of God. Precioi|saicj) <> Come and ^ee. Jesus saw Nathanael corn- 
truths that have long been in obscurity are tob L g  to Him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite 
revealed in a light that will make manifest thei indeed, in whom is no guile. Nathanael saith unto 
sacred worth; for God will glorify His Word, thi Him, Whence knowest Thou me? Jesus answered 
it may appear in a light in which we have nev|an(] said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, 
before beheld it. But those who profess to lo\|when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee, 
the truth must put to the stretch their powers, that Nathanael answered and said unto him, Rabbi, 
they may comprehend the deep things of fifThou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of 
Word, that God maybe glorified and His people israei.”
may be blessed and enlightened. With humblf How easily was Nathanael convinced! And with 
hearts, subdued by the grace of God, you should wjlat pleasure Jesus looked upon his sincere, guile- 
come to the task of searching the Scriptures, pre iess fajth! “ Jesus answered and said unto him, 
pared to accept every ray of divine light, and t| Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig 
walk in the way of holiness. tree) believest thou? thou shalt see greater things

In searching the Scriptures you are not to enf than these. And He saith unto him, Verily, verily, 
deavor to interpret their utterances so as to agrel I say unto y0U; Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, 
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SABBATH-SCHOOL WORK. 65
and the angels of God ascending and descending , ,
upon the Son of man.” God never honors u n i * * ?  that d°  the wdl of God sha11 know of the 
lief and questioning and doubt. When He s p e a k ^ T  ; * ether *  be ° f God’ for n°  deCePtion 
His word is to be recognized and carried out C  d° Ud their minds' God calls every one' both 
the daily actions. And if the heart of man is £? ,y° Ung> t0 make a dihgent Search in His 
living connection with God, the voice that comef0̂  tbat.they may discover the rich >ewels of 
from above will be recognized. :rutL Mimsters and people, teachers and schol-

irs, are a ll c a lle d  to  th e  w o rk  o f s tu d y in g th e  B ible . 

c o n t r o v e r s y  t o  b e  a v o i d e d . Precious lig h t is to  sh in e  fo rth  from  th e  W o rd  of

W h ile  th e re  is n e e d  o f th o ro u g h  in vestiga tion  1“ d„ h?1 n °  ° ” e  P ^ u m e  to  d ic ta te  w hat sh all

th e W o r d  o f G o d , th a t p re c io u s  truth m a y  be sh a “  n o ‘  ba b r o l,S ht b e fo re  th e  p e o r,,e

c o v e re d  a n d  b r o u g h t  to  lig ht, w e sh o u ld  b e  g u a r d e d  " * * * * *  ° !  e " 1'? h ,e ” ” e " t  sh a "  s e " d ’
that th e  sp ir it  o f c o n tro v e rs y  d o e s  n o t con trol ;'"ds° ^ n c h ' h e S p i n t  o f G o d . W h a te v e r  m ay  be 

o u r d isc u ss io n s  o f th e  S a b b a th -sch o o l lesson l"S no o n e  has a  n g h t  to s h u t
b r in g in g  o u t p o in ts  up on which th ere  m ay be ‘ h«= 'g h t  fro m  th e  p e o p le  W h en  a  m essa g e

d iffe re n c e  o f o p in io n , th e  g ra c e  o f C h rist should h “  th e “ T  ,,b e  L o r d  f °  H ,s  p e o p le ' no 

m a n ifested  b y  th o se  w ho a re  s e e k in g  fo r an unde " *  ? * * *  " “ “ J  h T  “  ,n " f  > f <* *  

s ta n d in g  o f th e  W o r d  o f G o d . T h e r e  sh ou ld  b” ' . ” °  ° " e  a d o rd  * °  S ta" d b a c k  “  “  " “ l  
lib erty  g iv e n  for a  fran k in v e stig a tio n  o f trull e ° '  '" d .S e r e n c e a n d  se lf-con fid en ce , a n d s a y :  1 
that e a c h  m a y  k n o w  for h im se lf w h a t is  the t r u t T W W h a t " " ‘b  I ™  sat, s fied  wuth m y p osition.
A m o n g  th e  p u p ils  o f  th e  S a b b a th -sch o o l t h e h ™  S e tm ^ . ta k e S ' a n d  ! wlU n o t b e  m o v e d  a w a y  

mi id a crs.vif evf g- o  ,  , rom m y  p o sitio n , w h a te v e r  m a y  co m e . I w ill notsh ou ld  b e  a  sp irit o f  in vestig a tio n , that th ose  wh- . ,  I  , . 3 , T .

are  o ld  e n o u g h  to d iscern  e v id e n c e  m ay be e n c o u t f f •. " T  g<! ° ' A ' S T eSS' n8'Er; ,o r  1 kn o w
ag ed  to  se a rc h  fo r fresh  raws o f lig h t, an d  to a p p n  1( n o t ut r a t b ' “  » a s  f™ m  p ureulnS 

ciate  a l l  th a t G o d  m a y  sen d  to H is  p eo p le . T i l  V<iry “ “ “  *h a t th e  p ° p u la r . c h “ rch f  w ere  

lig h t w h ic h  G o d  w ill  send to  H is p e o p le  w ill n e w ; ”  p a rt,a l daI k ” eSS’ an d  tb a '  “  w h y ,h e  m es- 

a p p e a r u n le ss  th e re  is a  d ilig e n t se a rc h in g  o f t b * " 8 ° f h e a v e n  h a v e  n o t rea ch ed  ,h e m '

W o rd  o f tru th . c u l t i v a t e  a  t e a c h a b l e  s p i r i t .
T h e  w o r ld  is full o f  all m an n er o f e rro r  of a mis

le a d in g  n a tu re , a n d  it is essen tia l th at both  p upil,God ca lls  u P o n  th o se  w h o  h o ld  resp on sib le  posi- 
and te a c h e rs  k n o w  that th e y  k n o w  w h a t is truth10ns in S a b b a th -s c h o o l w o rk  to  put a w a y  a ll ego- 

T h e re  is  n e e d  that w e  reveren ce  th e  W o rd  of G o ‘Sm’ a11 se lf-c o n fid e n c e , an d  p rid e  o f op in ion ; if a 

and r e c o g n iz e  H is  v o ic e  in th e liv in g  o racles, tha!lessage c o m e s  th at y o u  d o  n o t u n d ersta n d , ta k e  

w e m a y  p ra c tise  its  p recep ts  a n d  liv e  b y  e v e r f ns that y ° u  m a y  h e a r  th e re a so n s th e  m essen ger 
w ord  th a t p r o c e e d e th  ou t o f th e  m ou th  of G odlay g iv e > c o m p a r in g  s cr ip tu re  with scrip tu re, that

ou m ay k n o w  w h e th e r  or n o t it is su sta in ed  by



the Word of God. If you believe that the positions;*
taken have not the Word of God for their found What It Means to be a Laborer with God. 
tion, if the position you hold on the subject c$.
not be controverted, then produce your strof “ Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded, 
reasons; for your position will not be shaken 1 In ah things showing thyself a pattern of good 
coming in contact with error. There is no virti works; in doctrine showing uncorruptness, grav- 
or manliness in keeping up a continual warfare jhy, sincerity, sound speech, that can not be com 
the dark, closing your eyes lest you may see, closildemned; that he that is of the contrary part may
your ears lest you may hear, hardening your hearts be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 
ignorance and unbelief lest you may have to hul Where sincere piety is lacking, where daily com- 
ble yourselves and acknowledge that you hat muni°n with God is neglected, the teacher in the 
received light on some points of truth. To hoi Sabbath-school will be dry and tedious in his 
yourselves aloof from an investigation of truth Emanner of teaching. His words will have no 
not the way to carryout the Saviour’s injunct! power to reach the hearts of his pupils. To be 
to “ search the Scriptures.” Is it digging for hi laborers together with God means a great deal 
den treasures to call the result’s of some onejmore than merely to go to Sabbath-school, and 
labor a mass of rubbish, and make no critic!attend the services of the church, and take part in 
examination to see whether or not there are pn the work of teaching, and in bearing testimony in 
cious jewels of truth in the collection of thougjlhe social service. To be a laborer together with 
which you condemn? Will those who have almJ God means that your heart is drawn out in strong 
everything to learn keep themselves away fro| desire for the salvation of the sinful souls for 
every meeting where there is an opportunity I whom Christ has died. It means that you are 
investigate the messages that come to the peopl filled with solicitude for the work, that you are 
simply because they imagine the views held I ever planning to make your instruction interesting, 
the teachers of the truth may be out of harmojto devise ways that you may draw with every 
with what they have conceived as truth? Thus intrusted power of your nature along the lines in 
was that the Jews did in the days of Christ, and J which Christ is drawing, that souls may be won to 
are warned not to do as they did, and be led j His service and be bound to Him by the cords of 
choose darkness rather than light, because thel His infinite love.
was in them an evil heart of unbelief in departit Laborers together with God do not feel like 
from the living God. No one of those who in shrinking from sacred obligations; but for Christ s 
agine that they know it all is too old or too intell sake they are willing to endure toil, to suffer 
gent to learn from the humblest of the messengei privation and reproach. They are willing to meet 
of the living God.—.S'. S. IV., June, iSg2. with repulses, though this is hard to bear and

humiliating to human pride. But the laborer



together with God will remember that Jesus bore righteousness, wherever such a worker may be. 
shame and insult, rejection and death, that He; If you are thus, you will show a care for your 
might save those who were lost. Every part of| scholars by making special efforts for their salva- 
the varied labor in the harvest field means sacrifice: tion. You will come close to them in loving 
and self-denial. It means that the time usually sympathy, visiting them at their homes, learning 
spent in matters of minor importance should be then true condition by conversing with them con- 
spent in searching the Scriptures, that you may cerning their experience in the things of God, and 
know how to labor successfully in the work to l y°u will bear them in the arms of your faith to the 
which you are appointed. It means that you must - throne of the Father.
become acquainted with the Spirit of God. It It will do no good to reprimand, and accuse, and 
means that you must do much praying, and have fret at y°ur scholars when they manifest a spirit of 
much serious thought as to how you may put to unrest and mischievousness. Remember you are 
use every capability of your nature, and carry to be a patient laborer together with God, and that 
forward the work of God effectively. all heaven is interested in the work you are doing,

You are God’s employed servants, delegated to t and any part in the work of God means toil and
build up His kingdom in the earth, and you are to - travail of soul. “ Quit you like men, be strong.” 
do your part in saving the souls for whom Christ Ask of your Master, who submitted to humiliation, 
has paid the price of His own blood. Is it then a and who endured the death of the cross, what He 
slight matter to teach in the Sabbath-school, with ' would have you to do. Take all your intrusted 
out a preparation of heart for this momentous} talents with you into the work, and put them out 
work? Many who undertake teaching a class feell to the exchangers. Through the grace of Christ 
little interest in it, and they mar the sacred work you will be able to do a precious work for the
by their unconsecrated efforts. Master. The wealth of divine resource is at your

command, and through prayer and faith you may 
th e  e x pe r ie n ce  n eed ed . lay hold on the promises of God, and appropriate

Teachers and workers in every department of them to y°ur need. Consecrate yourself and your 
the Sabbath-school work, I address you in the fear a11 to the service of Him who hath loved you, and 
of God, and tell you that u n le ss  you have a living hath given Himself for you. Jesus says, “  Herein 
connection with God, and are often before Him in 's My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
earnest prayer, you will not be able to do your|sha11 ve be My disciples.”  This means in the 
work with heavenly wisdom, and win souls fori Sabbath-school work as much as in the work of 
Christ. The worker for God must be clothed witjhlthe minister. Now is the golden opportunity to 
humility as with a garment. The Lord will recog- sovv precious seed that will spring up and bear 
nize and bless the humble worker who has a| fruit unto eternal life. Now you may be a savor 
teachable spirit, a reverential love for truth and I of life unto life; for when you can impart to others



70 TESTIMONIES ON
. . . . . .  , . . .  . , Will result in no saving good to you for Me to dis-
trulh that you have gained through a deep exper cugg with My authority, My work, My mission 
ence, it has a life-giving power that will im prias 0ne who bears the credentials of Heaven.”  
hearts and draw them to Jesus. When Jesus I The lesson which Christ gave to Nicodemus is 
drawing, and His colaborers are working ant to every teacher, to every Sabbath-
harmony with Him, hard indeed must be the he! ^ qo1 worker) to every youth and child. It is 
that will not be impressed and subdued by t| j ,  important that we become acquainted 
power of divine love.- 5 . 5 . W., July, 1892. ^  ^  reagons of our faith, but the mostimpor-

----------------------------- tant k n o w le d g e  to  b e  g a in e d  is th e  ex p e rim e n ta l

. . .  . . k n o w le d g e  o f w h a t it m ean s to  b e  b o rn  a g a in .
T he All-Im portant Lesson. T h e t  w a n t in  OUr S a b b a th -sch o o l w o rk  is th e

want „f the light of life. All through our ranks 
If the young who are strong will put to tl ^  needed men and women who have learned at 

stretch their powers in searching the Bible, th| {eet q{ ]esus what is truth, and how to present 
will have minds stored with valuable knowledl it to others It requires holy men, men who have 
that will shine as a light upon those with whoj who are abiding in Christ, to be educa-
they associate. The Sabbath-school should be tQrs q{ ^  th in the Sabbath-school, 
place where those who have made advancemef Nicodemus came to the Lord, thinking to enter 
in divine knowledge should be able to inculcaf & . discussi0n with Him concerning points 
fresh ideas in regard to the faith of God’s peop q{ minor importance, but Jesus laid bare the first 
When all those who profess to be Christians a j Drincioles of truth, and showed Nicodemus that 
Christians in deed and in truth, the Sabbath-schoH|£ nged was ’humility of heart, a teachable 
will be no longer a dry round of service. T |  “  ”  new heart; that if he would enter into the
teachers will then understand the lesson that CM Z ' L m of God he must be born again. Are 
gave to Nicodemus, and will teach it in all f  J  ' n(jt those who hold responsible positions in
momentous bearing on human destiny. Jes* Sabbath-school who would be irritated and
said to the ruler in Israel, “ Verily, verily, I s *  d if f should testify to them that, though
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can 1# ", y rulerg Jn i sraei> they too need to be born 
see the kingdom of God.” Except a man be bolt ^  Nicodemus wondered that Christ should
again, he can not understand the character of t# s ' him jn the way jn which He did, not re-
heavenly kingdom, or discern its spiritual naturj ^  ' ° his position as ruler in Israel, and he was 
Christ was saying to Nicodemus in these word; re& arcci to receive the truth, and he answered
“ It is not learning you need so much as it is inwaf- words full of irony. “  Nicodemus saith
renovation. You need not to have your curiosi® k How can a man be born when he is 
satisfied so much as to have a new heart, and un|| °  enter a seCond time into his mother’s
that change takes place, making all things new,*



womb, and be born?”  He revealed the fact, 11
do many, when the cutting truth is brought hornet! Need of Consecrated Teachers.
the conscience, that the natural man receiveth nr?
the things of the Spirit of God. There is nothin |  Those who engage in Sabbath-school work 
in them that responds to spiritual things: fo |should be persons who have consecrated them- 
spiritual things are spiritually discerned. But selves to God. They should be men and women of 
although Nicodemus did not comprehend Hi strong faith and warm sympathies, who are fervent 
words, Jesus did not become impatient or discoui of spirit, and interested in all that pertains to the 
aged, but sought to make more plain His state I cause of Christ. They should give themselves to 
ment of truth. In solemn, quiet dignity, jesu f the work with unselfish endeavor, and at what- 
repeated His words in a manner that would con ever sacrifice it may require, laying themselves on 
vince him of their divine truth: “ Verily, verily, the altar, and pleading, with strong crying and 
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water am | tears, for the conversion of the youth who have 
of the Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom o 1 been committed to their charge. Among those 
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh I who would work for the Lord in the Sabbath- 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit school, let all selfish ambition be crucified, and 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be borr “ let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
again.” . . .  but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other

How sad it is to think of the great amount of better than themselves.’ Let it be the Sabbath-
mechanical work that is done in the Sabbath- school worker’s first ambition to educate the youth
school, while there is little evidence that there is to do their duty in the fear of God and with 
moral transformation in the souls of those who simplicity.
teach and who are taught! When the work of the The great want in the Sabbath-school is not the 
Spirit of God is felt upon the heart, we shall see want of machinery, but the want of knowledge in 
many earnestly seeking first the kingdom of Got spiritual things. How greatly do the workers need 
and His righteousness. Then earthly things will! a baptism of the Holy Spirit, that they may become 
find their proper, subordinate position, and true missionaries for God. They should learn to 
heavenly things will be supreme in the affections 1 tax their minds to the utmost, that they may ac- 
of the children of God.—A. A'. IV., August, 1S02. quire a better knowledge of Bible truth. The

teachers in the Sabbath-school should pray daily 
for the enlightenment of heaven, that they may be 
able to open to the minds of the youth the treas
ures of the sacred Word. Why not humble your
selves before the Lord, and let the impression of the 
Holy Spirit be manifested upon your character and



work? There is far too much self-complacenc|feel their dependence upon God, and will lead 
among those who engage in Sabbath-school work, them tQ seek wisdom from above in order that 
too much machinery and routine, and all this ten* they may conduct themselves in a way that will 
to lead the soul away from the Fountain of living have a saving influence upon those-for whose

water' salvation they are working.
There was a time in the history of our work ]n giying Hig Son to come into the world and

when the workers felt the necessity of counsel* die for faUen man> the Lord has done His part; 
with those who had experience, when they realize! L &u heaven was poured out t0 man in that one 
the need of the guidance of the Lord in all tha 1.^  .ft. and now God waits {or the cooperation 
pertained to His work; but that time has passed | { ^  who have a knowledge of the love of 
and the true missionary spirit has departed fron ^  nQ Qne think that because he is poor,
the hearts of many of our professed workers. Th! and ^  but & humble position in life, he can not 
Lord desires that those who are engaged in th become a missionary for the Lord. The work of 
Sabbath-school work should be missionaries, abl L hrist ^  Majesty of heaven, was begun in 
to go forth to the towns and villages that surround ’ and humiliation. T he parents of Christ
the church, and give the light of life to those whj ^  > ye humble circumstances, and the Prince 
sit in darkness. He would not have the younl q{ Life ]abored with Ris own hands at the carpen- 
men feel that they must confine themselves to thl ter,s ^  Re might help to meet the wants
Sabbath-school work to the exclusion of thi q{ ^  ’ Re took His place in the world as a
missionary work, that so much needs to be doni common ‘ laborer) and He has the tenderest 
for in making an effort for those who know n| . for those who are struggling to obtain
the truth, they would gain an experience thl under difficulties. If those who can
would enlarge their minds and deepen thel  „ot have advantages such as they wouid (lesire will
sympathies. but look at the experience of hardship, poverty,

The Lord would have young men and womel and humiliation that Christ endured for their sake, 
who are rooted and grounded in the truth taki ^  sge that they have no need to be sad or 
advantage of means that will serve to enlar|  d Let those who would work for God
their conceptions of His work. Let the you! - . in Him; for through the influence
who have a solid experience in the things of Gof through simpie, living faith in
enter seminaries and colleges, and learn to mei ^  ^  womerl) however humbie, may
the people on their own ground. In this way the}- ^  in His hands, to win souls
may finish their education, and may become light genuine experience in the things of
bearers to those with whom they are called t q  d js not grnned through natural means.-^. 
associate. They will have to meet obstacles i "
presenting the truth, but these will but make thei •> K ^  em er’ 1



.ris ur xamp e. mere shadow Qf another whom he admires. The
In order to do the will of God, we must seard eacher must grow up into the measure of the 

His Word, that we may know His doctrine, andstature of Christ, not to the measure of some finite 
put to the'task all our intrusted ability. We musierring mortal. You are to “ grow in grace,” and 
be diligent in prayer, and fervent in simple, whole "'here is grace to be found?— Only in Christ, the 
hearted service to God. Those who are engageddivine Pattern, 
as teachers in the Sabbath-school should hungei Then let every one look to Christ and copy the 
and thirst for divine truth, that they may impart divine Model. Let every worker tax his powers 
this Spirit to those under their care, and lead their to the utmost to work in harmony with the plan of 
pupils to seek for truth as for hidden treasure. Wt̂ od. Let him learn in the school of Christ, that 
do not want our Sabbath-schools conducted in sud niay t>e wise >n instructing others. Those who 
a way as to make hypocrites of the pupils; for sud|re committed to the care of the teacher in the 
can not advance the interests of true religion fabbath-school will need the wisdom and experi- 
Then let there be more attention given to seekim pee that God can give to the follower of Christ. 
God, that the Spirit of the Lord may be in yourM the teacher learn of Christ’s meekness and 
school, than that you may have every mechanica bwliness of heart, that he may be a true teacher, 
arrangement you may desire. High pretensionsln(I win his pupils to Christ, that they, in turn, may 
of any kind are out of place in the Sabbath-schod ecome faithful missionaries in the great harvest- 
work, and the mechanical working of the school eld.—,S. S. IV., October, 1892. 
is of little value if the Spirit of God does noi|; 
soften and mould the hearts of the teachers andR
pupils. . . .  | Treatm ent of Erring Pupils.

Let not the teacher in Sabbath-school follow the
example of those who do not grow in the know! I'1 Sabbath-school work we shall be called upon 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, even0 deal with those who make mistakes, who fall 
though those who minister in the sacred desk have pto sin and error. Christ has given us lessons in 
given them such an example. He who would be His Word that are very plain in regard to the 
accepted as a laborer together with God must not treatment of the erring; but many have failed to 
be found imitating the tone, manners, or ideas oi practise these lessons. They have not studied and 
any other man. He must learn of God, and be en-jreasured them in the heart, so that the Holy 
dowed with heavenly wisdom. God has given the Spirit could enlighten the darkened understanding, 
gift of reason and intellect to one worker the same fnd nielt and break the stony heart of both teacher 
as He has to another; and according to your abil-,n(f pupil. The Holy Spirit will make the heart 
ity you are to put your talents out to the exchang-sensitive, sympathetic, and rid it of pride and 
ers. The Lord would not have any worker the elfishness.



Pupils in Sabbath-school are likely to do that 
which will annoy the teacher, by their misconduct 
But the teacher must not speak sharp words, and 
manifest an uncontrolled spirit; for in so doing he 
will not be using the sword of the Spirit, but the 
weapons of Satan. Although the misconduct oi 
the scholar is trying, although the evil must be 
corrected, the rules observed, and justice respected, 
yet let the teacher keep the way of the Lord, and 
mingle mercy with justice. Let him look to the 
cross of Calvary, beholding there how mercy and 
truth have met together, how righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. There, through 
the divine sacrifice, man may be reconciled to God 
In contemplating the love of Christ, your heart will 
be softened to deal with the youth as with younger 
members of the Lord’s family. You will remember 
that they are Christ’s property, and your disposi
tion will be to deal with them after the manner in 
which Christ has dealt with you.

Harsh dealing will never help the youth to see 
his errors, or aid him to reform. Let the rules and 
regulations of the school be carried out in the 
Spirit of Jesus, and when reproof must be given, 
let this disagreeable work be done with sorrow 
blended with love. Do not feel that it is youj 
work to openly rebuke the pupil, and thus liumili 
ate him before the whole school. This will not be 
a proper example to set before the children, for it1 
will be as seed that will bear a like harvest, 
Never publish the errors of any pupil outside the 
circle in which they must be known; for, if this ii 
done, sympathy will be created for the wrongdoerj 
by leaving an impression on the mind that he has 
been dealt with unjustly. By exposing the wrong

doer, he may be thrown upon Satan’s battle-field, 
and from that moment go steadily downward. 
Christ bears long with us, and we must be Christ- 
like. He does not cut us off because of our errors, 
but reproves in tenderness, and by love draws us 
close to Himself.

WISDOM AND PATIENCE NEEDED.

If teachers see that it is impossible to bring a 
student under the discipline of the class, let him 
be removed to another class, for it may be that - 
another teacher may be able to supply the defi
ciency. What one teacher lacks, another may pos
sess; but if you can obtain the confidence of the 
youth, and bind him to your heart through cords 
of sympathy and love, you may win a soul to 
Christ. The wayward, self-willed, independent 
boy may become transformed in character.

But while it is necessary to manifest love and 
sympathy for your pupils, it is a manifest weakness 
to show partiality, and thus arouse suspicion and 
jealousy. Children are quick to discern the pref
erences of the teacher, and the favored student 
often measures his strength, his aptness, and skill 
with that of the teacher in the management of the 
class. He may decide to be master; and, unless 
the teacher has the grace of Christ, he will mani
fest weakness, become impatient, exacting, and 
severe. The leading spirit of the class will gener
ally impart his purpose to other students, and there 
will be a combined effort to obtain the mastery. 
If the teacher, through the grace of Christ, is self- 
controlled, and holds the lines with a steady, 
patient hand, he will quell the boisterous element, 
keep his self-respect, and command the respect of



his students. When once order is restored, let lime can not efface. His influence should mold 
kindness, gentleness, and affection be manifested, j  his scholars after the divine Pattern; and if he 
It may be that rebellion will rise again and again, does this, eternity alone will tell the value of his 
but let not the hasty temper appear. Do not labor. The teacher must awaken in his pupils the 
speak sharply to the evil-doer, and discourage a moral nature, and inspire in them a desire to re
soul who is struggling with the powers of darkness. ] spond to the divine agencies.
Be still, and let your heart ascend in prayer to God Those who are selfish, peevish, dictatorial, 
for help. Angels will come close to your side, coarse, and rough, who do not carefully regard 
and help you to lift up the standard against the the feelings of others, should never be employed 
enemy; and, instead of cutting off the erring one, as teachers. They will have a disastrous influence 
you may be enabled to gain a soul for Christ.— ■ upon their students, moulding them after their own 
S. 5 . W., December, 1892. character, thus perpetuating evil. Persons of this

character will make an effort to break a boy’s will, 
it he is unruly; but Christ has authorized no such

Qualifications of Teachers. r,anner of d ealinS  with th e errinS- T h ro u § h heav"
enly wisdom, through meekness and lowliness of

Let teachers feel that, whatever the character of heart, teachers may be able to direct the will, and 
the difficulty, they must meet it in the spirit of pad in the way of obedience; but let no one irnag- 
Jesus. Do not meet combativeness with combat- hie that by threatening, the affection of the student 
iveness. You will have to deal with wilfulness, way be gained. We must work as Christ has 
stubbornness, indolence, and frivolity; but under »orked.
all emergencies manifest kindness and love, and,![Many underestimate the evil of an error in them- 
by patience and self-control, keep your hold upon selves who fully recognize its influence in another, 
your pupils’ affection, and let them have reason to On every side we meet those who are entirely 
know that your whole desire is to do them good, jnorant of possessing characteristics which need 
Show your scholars that you have confidence in io be modified. Others can see their objectionable 
them. Visit them at their homes, and invite them traits of character; but when they are reproved, 
to your home. Let it be seen that you love them hey imagine that they have been misjudged. The 
not only in word, but in deed and in truth. teacher should closely examine his own heart, in

The teacher need lay no special claims to dig- he light of eternity, that he may represent before 
nity, since he can gain the respect of his pupils in Ms pupils that which he desires them to be. He 
no other way than by a Christlike deportment, in should be a daily learner in the school of Christ, 
manifesting kindness and Christian courtesy. The abiding in Christ as the branch abides in the vine, 
teacher is to educate the pupils as Christ educated that he may impart to others That which he has 
His disciples. He must make impressions that received from Christ.

H  §



Safety in Follow in g Christ.
The teacher who would bring his students undj I 

discipline must himself first come under the coil 
trol of Christ. Jesus has said, “ He that foil owe! E
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have tl l Superintendents and the workers in our Sabbath- 
light of life.” With divine enlightenment you ca spools have a very important, broad field to culti- 
work as Christ worked; for His light may shin va{e> They need to be baptized with the Holy 
through you upon the pathway of every impenitei Spirit of God, that their minds may be impressed 
transgressor with whom you are associated. Ai [ouse the very best methods, and follow the best 
you indeed an instructor in the ways of God ? p[ans make their work wholly successful. The 
you are a converted teacher, you will be able I Lord wjh WOrk with their efforts; for the youth are 
win, not drive, to attract, not repulse, the souls io t[je purchase of the blood of the only-begotten 
whom Christ has died. You will guard and cai son Qf q ocj. The Lord loved these youth, and 
for the sheep and lambs of Christ’s fold. 1: tht ga v e  j esus tQ die, that “ whosoever believeth in 
stray, you will not leave them to perish, but \ti dim should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
go forth to seek and to save that which is lost. .11 There is a great work of education to be carried 
heaven will be ready to aid you in this good woj 011 The teachers should often pray for and with 
The angels will aid you in your effort to find i the children and youth, that they may “ behold the 
key to the heart of the most incorrigible and i Lamb of God) who taketh away the sins of the 
ruly. You will receive special grace and streng worjd >> They should teach the youth their ac- 
through Christ, who is able to supply you from lj countability to God, and help them to understand 
immeasurable fulness, \ouwi l l  then be qualift what Jesus expects of them. Exert every influence 
to be a laborer together with God, one with Che you can p0SSibly command to interest them in the 
in your effort to save the lost, and the result Scriptures. Labor for their souls, that they them- 
your labor of love will be seen not only in tire ^ygg s|ian become zealous workers, using their 
but through ah eternity.— S. S. W, January, ^  talents to impart to others that which has been

imparted to them.
Christian women may exert an influence for good 

over the youth and children. Their capabilities 
are God’s intrusted talents, and should be wholly 
consecrated to the Master’s service. Many are 
quick to discern, and efficient to execute, but they 
need to be closely connected with God. They will 
seek for new methods and ways by which to de
velop character and educate the youth how to use
the talents God has given them.

(S3)



In selecting officers from time to time, be sure 1  
that personal preferences do not rule, but place in |  Fresh Them es to  be Presented, 
positions of trust those whom you are convinced i:
love and fear God, and who will make God their The soul should be like a treasure-house, full of 
counselor. Without the love and fear of God, rich and fruitful stores. In the pulpit, in the 
however brilliant the intellect may be, there will Sabbath-school, in the prayer-meeting, and in soci- 
be failure. Jesus says, “ Without Me ye can do sty, we should have fresh themes with which to 
nothing.” This matter of choosing officers should enlighten others. We should follow the example 
not be left to the control of the Sabbath-school»' Jesus, who was the perfect Teacher. He edu- 
scholars. To change the officers frequently will rated men by revealing to them the character of 
be an advantage to the school; for one man’s mil be living God. He said, “ This is life eternal, that 
is not to mould all other minds. He may have hey might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
some excellent qualifications, and yet in somiChrist, whom Thou hast sent.”  This is the im- 
things be deficient. Another chosen may be effi lortant subject to impress upon the minds of 
cient where the other was lacking. Differed fouth; for they must have a knowledge of the 
minds and qualities will bring in fresh ideas, fresl ftternal character of God, in order that they may 
lines of thought; and this is essential. But, abovl >e led to subordinate temporal to eternal interests, 
everything else, select those who, in the simplicity beholding the character of God, an intense de- 
of their souls, are walking in the truth, who lovure will be created in fheir hearts to impart to 
and fear God, and take their lessons in His schod fliers the beauty and power of the truth.
Such will carry the scholars forward and up ware Oh, that every man, woman, and child who 
Under wise teachers the scholars will gain ideals with human minds, may have the truth in
creased interest for the Word of God, and havtfought in the soul, that it may be revealed in 
deeper insight into the Scriptures. Let Christ be pirit, in word, in character, and in action! The 
the theme of every lesson. The lessons whig inctifying power of the truth should lead every 
Christ has given to His disciples are of the higheSne who teaches in the Sabbath-school, or holds a 
importance—  S. .S’. U'., March, 1893. osition in our institutions, to have such an expe-

ence that he may say, “ I know whom I have 
■ lieved.” There is transforming power in the 
%ion of Jesus Christ, and this power must be 
:en upon us in far greater humility, in more ear- 
;st, living faith, that we may become a light to 
e world. Self must be humiliated, and Christ ex
iled. Why is it that those to whom God intrusts 
>tne work in His moral vineyard are so easily



lifted up ? Why is it that many seem to think that |
a responsible position exalts the man? Why do i '  To Teachers,
they become so self-sufficient, when they are so‘|g_
utterly dependent upon the atoning Sacrifice? Why [The Lord Jesus Christ has infinite tenderness for 
is there with some so great a want of tenderness, ||®e whom He has purchased at the cost of His 
so little heart work?— It is because those who are sufferings in the flesh, that they should not 
self-sufficient have not fallen upon the Rock and F^b w^h the devil and his angels, but that we 
been broken. This is why there is so little trust in claim them as His chosen ones. They are 
God, so little earnest, contrite repentance, so great Fe claims of His love, of His own property; and 
a lack of fervent prayer. Well may the questions ie looks uPon them with unutterable affection, 
be put by every instructor: “ Have I received nd the fragrance of His own righteousness He 
the Holy Ghost since I believed? Have I received !>ves to His ones who believe in Him. It
Christas my personal Saviour?” Let these ques-'Nuires tact and ypsdom and human love and 
tions be solemnly answered. ianctified affection for the precious lambs of the

If those who are engaged in the work of God are pck’ to lead them to see and appreciate their 
Christians individually, their works will reveal the H ege in yielding themselves up to the tender 
fact. They will present Christ to those with whom pidance of the faithful shepherds. The children 
they come in contact. Teachers in Sabbath-school | Cod w*d exercise the gentleness of Jesus Christ, 
will not occupy the time in unirn ortant matters, |The teacher may bind these children to his or 
for they will realize that every moment is golden, gj’ heart by the lowe of Christ abiding in the soul 
and should be employed in working with all dili-emPle as a sweet fragrance, a savor of life unto 
gence in the garden of the Lord. The work oife- The teachers may, through the grace of 
Christ in the sanctuary above, presenting His own Pr'sf imparted to them, be the living human 
blood each moment before the mercy-seat, as H< l ency be laborers together with God to en- 
makes intercession for us, should have its full ini pbfen> Hft up, encourage, and help to purify the 
pression upon the heart, that we may realize theoul from »ts moral defilement; and the image of 
worth of each moment. Jesus ever liveth to maki10(1 sha11 be revealed in the soul of the child, and 
intercession for us; but one moment carelessly spedhe character become transformed by the grace of 
can never be recovered. Let teachers and pupildldst-
consider this great fact that Christ ceases not to d  The £osPel is the power and wisdom of God, if 
gage in His solemn work in the heavenly sanctuan Is correctly represented by those who claim to 
and if you wear Christ’s yoke, if you lift Christ] f  Christians. Christ crucified for our sins should 
burden, you will be engaged in a work of lik Umble everY soul before God in his own estima-
character with that of your Living Head.— 5 . 5 . W, on- Christ risen from the dead< te n d e d  on 
q  , t; } v ugh, our living Intercessor in the presence of God,



is the science of salvation, which we need to learn 
and teach to children and youth. Said Christ, “ I 
sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified." 
This is the work that ever devolves upon ever)’ 
teacher. There must not be any haphazard work 
in this matter, for even the work of educating the 
children in the day schools requires very much of 
the grace of Christ and the subduing of self. Those 
who naturally are fretful, easily provoked, and have 
cherished the habit of criticism, of thinking evil, 
should find some other kind of work, that will not 
reproduce any of their unlovely traits of character 
in the children and youth, for they have cost too 
much. Heaven sees in the child the undeveloped 
man or woman, with capabilities and powers that, 
if correctly guided and developed, with heavenly 
wisdom, will become the human agencies through 
whom the divine influences can cooperate, to be 
laborers together with God. Sharp words and 
continual censure bewilder the child but never 
reform him. Keep back that pettish word; keep 
your own spirit under discipline to Jesus Christa 
then will you learn how’ to pity and sympathize 
with those brought under your influence.— S. S. W., 
April, 1894.

D anger of Formalism.

The object of the Sabbath-school should not be 
lost sight of in mechanical arrangements, thus 
occupying time w’hich should be given to other 
important matters. We should ever be guarded 
against forms and ceremonies which will eclipse 
the real object for which we are laboring. There 
is danger of carrying system to such an extreme 

; that the Sabbath-school will become weariness, 
when, on the contrary, it should be a rest, a re
freshment, and a blessing. The purity and sim
plicity of the Sabbath-school must not be swallowed 
up in such an endless variety of forms that sufficient 
time can not be devoted to religious interests. The 
beauty and success of the school are in its simplic
ity and earnestness in serving God. Nothing can 
be done without order and regulation, but these 
may be arranged so as to shut out greater and 
more important duties. Less should be said to 
the scholars about the external preliminaries and 
system, and much more should be said in regard 
to the salvation of their souls. This must be made 
the ruling principle of the school.

I  The old, old story of the love of Jesus, repeated 
by the teachers and the superintendent, with the 
love of Jesus in the heart, will have a power that 
will convict and convert souls. If the love and 
tenderness of Jesus has touched your heart, you 

i will be able to work for your scholars. The
■ simplicity of the gospel must be kept in view, 
r With help from above we can do faithful work for

the Master. The fact should be kept continually 
I before the scholars that without heart work all our
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efforts will be in vain. Affection and love should 
be seen in every movement of the teachers and 
managers of the school. Cold formality should be 
replaced by earnest zeal and energy. The love 
of Jesus should so pervade the whole school that 
the pupils will learn to regard this as the highest 
education. Sternness or faultfinding should find 
no place in Sabbath-school or day school. This 
should be put far from the hearts of the teachers, 
and of all who act a leading part in the school.

Pride should not be felt in the forms or mechan
ical workings of the school, but in the good that is 
accomplished in bringing souls to Jesus Christ. 
Machines may be made to respond to the will of 
man, working with perfect exactitude, but they are 
destitute of souls. So with schools where formal
ity takes a leading place; it is as marble without 
life. When all connected with the school have a 
sense of the responsibility of their work, and feel 
that they are making efforts, not only for time, but 
for eternity, order and harmony will be seen in 
every department.— S’. S. W., October. 1895.

The Holy Spirit Essential to Success.

' The officers and teachers in the Sabbath-school 
need the guidance and instruction of the Holy 
Spirit, that they may be true educators, able to 
inspire thought, and to bring to remembrance the 
things that they have taught their pupils. It is the 
office of the Holy Spirit to bring to mind in clear, 
distinct lines the words and works of Christ, that 
those who teach concerning the Redeemer of the 
world, may have power to lift up Christ before the 
minds of their classes. In all the arrangements of 
the Sabbath-school there is need of the help of the 
Holy Spirit, in order that men and women may be 
chosen to fill the responsible positions of superin
tendents, officers, and teachers, who are men and 
women of God.

It is not best to always keep the school under 
the management of one man; for he will give the 
school the mould of his own mind and ideas; but 
there should be workers in the school who will be 
able to impart fresh thoughts, and advance the 
school in spiritual life. The school nmy be at
tached to one who has served long and faithfully, 
but the good of the school must be considered, 
rather than the personal preferences of teachers 01- 
pupils When it is evident that the school would 

I be benefited by a change, by the accession of 
I workers who know what it is to have a burden tor 
! souls, then let nothing star" in the way of the 

change. Those who have no ambition to lift up 
I self,though they maybe deposed from office by this 
f arrangement, will eagerly lay hold o every help 
j by which the Sabbath-school scholars may
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elevated and advanced. Those who are old and 
experienced in the work have grasped that which 
would help on the cause of God, and younger men 
who are not fully adapted for the work, should 
follow the example of the older brethren who have 
proved faithful in what has been committed to 
their hands, and thus educate themselves in wis
dom and tact, that they may secure the success that 
is essential to good work.

There is a broad field in Sabbath-school work, 
that needs to be diligently cultivated, and that is 
to inspire our youth to give themselves wholly to 
the Lord, to be used by Him in His cause. There 
should be zealous, faithful workers in our Sabbath- 
schools, who will watch and discern upon whom 
the Spirit of God is moving, and cooperate with 
the angels of God in winning souls for Christ. 
There are sacred responsibilities intrusted to 
Sabbath-school workers, and the Sabbath-school 
should be the place where, through a living con
nection with God, men and women, youth and 
children, may be so fitted up that they shall be a 
strength and blessing to the church. They should 
help the church upward and onward, as far as it 
lies in their ability, going from strength to greater 
strength.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

What is the reason that there are many found in 
our churches who are not settled, rooted, and 
grounded in the truth ? Why are there found in 
the church those who walk in darkness and have 
no light, whose testimonies are half-hearted, cold, 
and full of complaint ? Why are there those whose 
feet seem ready to stray into by and forbidden

paths, who always have a pitiful tale to tell of 
temptation and defeat? Have the members of the 
church felt their responsibility? Have the elders 
and deacons of the church looked after the weak 
and straying ones? And have they realized that 
the wavering are in danger of losing their souls ? 
Have you tried both by precept and example to 
plant the feet of the straying on the eternal Rock ? 
Have Sabbath-school teachers and officers realized 
that they have a work to do in leading the feet of 
the young into safe paths, and that they should 
count every selfish interest as nothing, that they 
may be winners of souls for the Master ? There is 
a decided need of reformation in every branch of 
the work.

I  Wonderful opportunities are passing by unim
proved in our Sabbath-school work. Let men 
and women of varied gifts come into the work, 
and in the fear of God do their best to save oui 
youth. Let not those who have a mechanical 
way of doing things, take complete charge of the 
school, and mould it into formal ways, into precise 
habits, and yet have all its life stifled in a multi
plicity of regulations. It is essential to have order, 
but we need a great deal more spiritual knowledge 
along with our rules and regulations. We need a 
life-giving pow'er, a zealous enthusiasm, a true 
animation, that our schools may become filled with 
an atmosphere of true piety and purity; that there 
may be real religious advancement; that the fear 
of the Lord may circulate through the school; that 
the superintendent and leaders may not be satisfied 

I with a dead, formal process, but may set every 
\ agency at work, that the school may become the 

noblest, most efficient school in the world. This



should be the object and ambition of every worker 
in the school.

The leaders in our schools should be men and 
women of quick intuitions, who have the Spirit of 
God to aid them in reading character, who have 
managing ability, who can understand different 
phases of character, and display tact and wisdom 
in -dealing with varied minds. There are many 
who can fill the place of superintendent in name, 
but what is needed are men who can fill the place 
in every sense of the word. There are many who 
can go through the form cleverly enough; but they 
fail to impart courage and hope, to inspire thought, 
to quicken energy, and to impart such life that the, 
school shall become a living, growing power for 
good.

There is a great field open to the teachers also, 
and they should seek to understand how to work, 
in such a way as to lead out and develop the minds 
and hearts of the children. They should have the 
wisdom that cometh from above, that they may 
deal successfully with the youth and children. 
Many teachers are short-sighted, and take a course 
with the youth that does not tend to good results; 
and instead of advancement there is retrogression. 
What both workers and pupils need is the endow
ment of the Holy Spirit, that there may not be 
spasmodic reforms, but a steady growth in grace, 
a constant accession of spiritual life and power.— 
.S'. S'. IV., March, i8g6.

Consecration of Teachers.

I The Lord would have the teachers of our Sab. 
bath-schools examine themselves whether they 
be in the love of God. There will be tests and 
provings of God to try the character in the ex
perience of all who are working in the cause 
of God. The teachers should be constantly 
learning and striving for a more thorough un- 

I derstanding, a right judgment in the things oi 
God. There, is danger of the teachers becom
ing self-confident, and so filled with self-esteem 
that they will not realize their own deficiencies, 
that there is with them a narrowness of ideas, 
and they do not broaden or expand. They do 

i not become more and more capable, but more 
and more self-important. They do not bring 
Jesus into their hearts and into their experi- 

? ences. The teacher should cultivate his powers, 
i cultivate his speech so as to speak distinctly,
; giving intelligent articulation. The mental 

powers should be cultivated, not be left so 
• weak, and the powers of thought so confused, 
i that they can not explain nor understand the 
; doctrines of our faith. If the teacher is not one 
: of sincere piety, of purity, of sell-denial, of will

ingness to endure inconvenience, then he is not 
fit for the great and solemn work. It is the 

i: duty of the teacher to test his own powers, his 
I own spirit, and understand his true position be- 
: fore God, by close examination.

Those whose duty it is to select teachers 
should be guarded, and not urge those into the 
school who are not fitted to exert a good influ-



ence. How is the teacher’s behavior? Is he 
punctual? Is he cleanly and neat? This should 
have attention; for these qualities are essential 
in a teacher. How can he enjoin these neces
sary acquirements upon the class unless they 
have an example of punctuality, of neatness, 
composure, and order? If the teacher is not in 
his place, and the class are left to amuse them
selves, and the teacher comes rushing in breath
less, behind time, the influence is leading to 
nonpunctuality and disorder.

THE t e a c h e r ’ s  EXAMPLE.

The one who shall accept the responsibility of 
teacher, if not fully qualified, if he senses the 
responsibility of his position, will do his utmost 
to learn. He will cultivate reverence, cheerful
ness, and firmness. Let the deportment be of 
that character that yonr class will be educated 
to have solemn thoughts and reverence toward 
God. While the ideas may be presented in sim
plicity, the language, when speaking of God, of 
Christ, His sufferings, His resurrection, as real
ities to you, should carry the minds up high 
above earthly things, and make them feel that 
they are in the presence of the Infinite 'One. 
The Sabbath-school is no place for that class 
who skim the surface, who talk fluently and in 
a spirit of levity of eternal, testing truths, which 
are higher than the heavens and broader than 
the worlds. The behavior of a class will repre
sent the character of a teacher in the example 
which they have before them. If they are rude, 
and continue so, if irreverent, then there is a 
cause, and the matter needs to be thoroughly 
probed. The teacher may have reverence and

yet be cheerful. And in the place of flippancy 
of manner, he should be a searcher for the deep 
things of God. Any affectation will not be 
natural. Let the class receive the impression 
that religion is a reality, that it is desirable; for 
it brings peace and rest and happiness. Let not 
your class receive the impression that a cold, 
unsympathetic character is religion. Let the 
peace and glory of Christ’s presence within 
make the face speak His love, the lips utter 
thankfulness and praise.

Those who are in the habit of communing 
with God will have His light reflected in the 
countenance. Children hate the gloom of 
clouds and sadness. Their hearts respond to 
brightness, to cheerfulness, to love. While a 
teacher should be firm and decided, he should 
not be stern, exacting, and dictatorial. A dig
nified authority is required in the teacher, else 
he lacks that ability which will make him a 
successful teacher. The children are quick to 
discern any v/eakness or defect of character in 
the teacher. The deportment is making its im
pression. The words which you utter will not 
five them the right mould unless they see in 
?our character the model. A correct Christian 
character exemplified in the daily life will do a 
great work in the character-building of your 
class, more, far more, than all your teachings 
and oft-repeated lessons. God has so related us 
individually to the great web of humanity that 
unconsciously we draw from others, with whom 
we are brought in contact, their ways, prac
tises, and habits. And God forbid that the 
least of one of these little ones shall be left to 
walk from the path cast up for the ransomed of
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the Lord to walk in. Let the teacher have that 
practical godliness that the character and love 
of Jesus will be revealed in him.

The Sabbath-school is not a place of enter
tainment, to amuse and divert the children, al
though, rightly conducted, it can be all of this; 
but it is a place where children and youth are 
educated, where the Bible is opened to the un
derstanding, line upon line, precept upon pre
cept, here a little and there a little. It is a place 
where the light of truth is to be imparted 
Not all who teach in our Sabbath-schools qual
ify themselves for the work. Let every teacher 
feel that he must know more; he must be better 
acquainted with those with whom he has .to 
deal, better acquainted with the best methods 
of imparting knowledge; and when he has 
done the best he can, that he has come far 
short.—S. S. IV., June, 1896.

Safeguarding the Children.

Our great adversary is constantly working 
with power to allure the youth to self indul
gence, pride, and extravagance, that their minds 
and hearts may be so fully taken up with these 
things that there will be no place for God in 
their affections. He is by these means warping 
the character and dwarfing the intellect of the 
youth of this generation. It is the duty oi 
parents to counteract his working. Every in
fluence brought to bear upon the young people 
to preserve in their hearts true, unaffected hu
mility, and the knowledge of the divine will, 
will aid in holding them back from being cor
rupted with the vices of this age.

One of the most effective barricades against 
the incoming tide of evil is the cultivation of 
habits of self-denial and benevolence. Children 
should be educated to look with disgust upon 
habits of selfishness and covetousness. God 
has sacred claims upon them, and they need to 
be instructed, line upon line, precept upon pre
cept, to recognize and conscientiously regard 
these claims.

It should be kept before the young and ten
der minds that God is constantly giving His 
blessing to His dependent children, in the sun
shine and showers, which cause vegetation to 
flourish, and the earth to yield her bounties for 
the service of man. These blessings are not 
bestowed upon us to encourage our selfish 
natures, by retaining the treasures of God’s 
bounty, and fixing our affections on them, but 
that we may render back to the Giver, gifts and 
offerings. This is the least expression of grati
tude and love that we can return to our be
nevolent Creator.

There has been a great neglect on the part of 
parents in not seeking to interest their children 
in the workings of the cause of God. In many 
families the children seem to be left out of the 
question, as if they were irresponsible beings. 
Some parents even rob God of His just claims 
in tithes and offerings that they may save wealth 
for their children, not thinking that in so doing 
they are opening to their loved ones a door of 
temptation which will generally prove their 
ruin. They remove from the children the 
necessity of personal exertion, and with it an 
incentive to noble achievement.

If they were encouraged to do so, the cliil-



dren would earn means to devote to benevo
lent purposes, and to the advancement of the 
cause of God; and their interest would be in
creased by the fact that they had invested some
thing in these enterprises. Their small dona
tions would be a material aid, and the children 
themselves would be far better, physically, men
tally, and morally, for the effort they had made. 
Through their diligence and self-denial they 
would gain a valuable experience, which would 
help them in making a success of this life as 
well as in securing the life to come.— S. S. W., 
July, 1896.

Love the Conjtraining Power.

There is altogether too little sympathy 
brought into our labor for souls. There is not 
that beseeching, wooing, drawing power that 
God requires us to exert that souls may be 
reconciled to Him. If we teach the truth as it 
is in Jesus, religion will not be regarded as a 
drudgery, but as a delight. Let the teachers 
bring sunshine, gratitude, and hearts full of 
tenderness and Christlike compassion, into their 
work, and leaven the hearts of their scholars 
with the spirit of unselfish love; for this is the 
spirit that pervades heaven. Shall not the 
workers in the Sabbath-school divest them
selves of all pride and self-love, and heartily 
and sincerely become doers of the word? “ Put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro
vision for the flesh to fulfil the lust thereof." 
Genuine faith confides in Christ, and renders 
implicit submission, consenting to follow Him

wheresoever He goeth. When this is fulfilled, 
as a result of well-directed efforts, many souls 
will be brought as precious sheaves to the 
Master.

Parents and teachers should seek to impress 
the minds of the children from their earliest 
years with the importance of salvation. They 
should teach the children that God is their 
heavenly Father, that His love is expressed to 
them in the gift of His only-begotten Son, and 
that the Saviour of the world manifested His 
love toward them in coming to our world to 
die that we might live. If these lessons are pre
sented in love and tenderness, they will leave a 
lasting impression upon the minds and hearts 
of the youth. As images and objects are re
flected from the face of the mirror, when re
vealed by the sunlight, so these themes will be 
mirrored in the mind when illumined by the 
love of Christ.

INFLUENCE IN THE HOME.

The home should be made a school of in
struction, rather than a place of monotonous 
irudgery. The evenings should be cherished as 
irecious seasons, to be devoted to the instruc- 
ion of the children in the way of righteousness. 
But how many children are sadly neglected! 
They are not educated in the home, that they 
may comprehend the truth of God, and are not 
trained to love justice and to do judgment. 
They should be patiently instructed, that they 
may understand the laws that govern them, and 
‘hat they may know the springs of their actions. 
They are to be brought into harmony with the 
laws of heaven, to cherish the truth as it is in



Jesus. In this way they may be fitted to join 
the society of the angels, and to stand in the 
presence of the adorable Redeemer.

There may be implanted in every human 
soul hopes and aspirations that will be of a 
right character, and youth may see beauty in 
the way of holiness. In every case it may be 
necessary to employ decided measures in deal
ing with the young, that they may be trained, 
cultivated, and perfected for the highest useful
ness in life. How few appreciate the value of 
the talents that God has bestowed upon them! 
How few parents and educators realize the fact 
that there can be a full development of mind 
and heart only by having a living connection 
with the Source of all wisdom, power, and holi
ness! Truth is infinite, and he whose mind is 
enlightened and led by the Spirit of God, will 
go from strength to strength, finding his path 
growing brighter and brighter unto the perfect 
day.

But while we are capable of advancing in 
knowledge and truth, let us not lose sight of 
the fact that we can go backward as well as 
forward. We may go earthward as well as 
heavenward. There are many souls who are 
balancing between the heavenward and the hell- 
ward course. There are influences, subtle and 
deceiving, drawing souls away from God and 
heavenly things. It is necessary that every one 
should be looked after from his earliest years 
to youth and maturity. Especially should those 
who know the danger of evil, and who know 
the love and interest that God feels for every 
soul, make it their business to watch for souls 
as they that must give an account. Parents

should command their households after them, 
as did Abraham, to keep the way of the Lord.
If this is not done, Satan will gladly undertake 
the work of the parent, and train the child as 
it pleases him; and, oh, how much this work 
is left to him! Let parents do their duty to 
those who are dependent upon them, and 
fashion their characters after the divine Pat
tern. Let parents, with living faith and entire 
reliance upon God, do the part assigned them, 
and God will do His part, and thousands of 
children who are now without God and without 
hope in the world, will be added to the church.

When conversion of the youth shall be the great 
burden upon the hearts of the parents and teach
ers, efforts will constantly be made to discipline 
the character, to direct the tastes and desires in 
the heavenly channel. Every soul is capable of 
being built up in solid virtues. Each soul may 
reach heights, depths, and breadths of knowl
edge in spiritual things, and be fitted for the 
higher life. When parents take the first steps, 
making their own habits and practises in eat
ing, dressing, and living, as simple and natural 
as possible, with an eye single to the glory of 
God, there will be order in the home, and the 
children will not be neglected; but time will be 
devoted to their instruction and development.

The children should be surrounded by the 
best of influences and associations. Parents 
who undertake this work in the fear and love 
of God, will guard every word, that they may 
hear nothing that would pain them when their 
own conversation is repeated by the children. 
They will seek to supply the weakness, igno
rance, and deficiency in their children by high



moral instruction, that they may grow up strong 
in purity, with well-established habits that tend 
to health and happiness. With such an educa
tion they will gather up that kind of knowledge 
that will perfect the character in symmetry and 
strength.

If the youth are left to pick up an education, 
they will find that every facility will be fur
nished. From a variety of sources the knowl
edge of evil will be brought to the mind, and, 
perhaps, in after life it can never be wholly 
effaced. When parents neglect their duty in 
laying the foundation of character for their chil
dren, bringing the very best principles as tim
bers for their character building, this neglect 
will be supplied by the enemy of God and man, 
and the youth will be indifferent to virtue and 
truth. The home should be made the most 
pleasant place in the world. What is the out
ward and the artificial compared with the true 
and the natural? The Lord has given to the 
children faculties that need the most careful 
training from both parents and teachers.

Those to whom God has committed the re
sponsibility of disciplining the youth should be 
in a condition to cooperate with Him in de
veloping the precious gifts of mind and heart, 
that they may gain that kind of knowledge that 
will give increasing strength, and will be an 
acquisition that can be carried into the future, 
immortal life. . . .

To mould and fashion the character of cliil- 
dien and youth is a work of the very highest 
importance, and in this work it is essential to 
present Christ in His matchless love to the 
mind, that His counter and stronger charms

may eclipse the attractions of the world. The 
youth must not merely see a theory, however 
logical, but the loving character and glory of 
Christ. They must be led to behold the riches 
of the eternal world, until they are encouraged, 
animated, and won. The love of Jesus must 
be the motive of all effort. It impels, it con
strains, it captivates.— S. S. IV., August and 
September, 1896.

God’s Manner of Im parting K now ledge.

Day by day Jesus gained knowledge from the 
great library of animate and inanimate nature. 
He who had created all things, at whose word 
of power hill and vale, river and tree, had come 
into being, was now a child of humanity, and 
He studied the lessons which His own hand 
had written in leaf and flower and tree. The 
parables, by which, during His ministry, Jesus 
loved to teach His lessons of truth, show how 
open His Spirit was to the sweet influence of 
nature, and how, during those hidden years, He 
delighted to gather the spiritual teachings from 
all the surroundings of daily life. To Jesus the 
significance of the word and the works of God 
unfolded gradually, as He was thinking, seek
ing to understand the reason of things, as any 
youth may seek to understand.
• Every child may gain knowledge, as Jesus 
did, from the works of nature and the pages of 
God’s Holy Word. As we try to become ac
quainted with our heavenly Father through His 
Holy Word, angels will come near, our minds 
will be strengthened, our character will be ele-



vated and refined, and we shall become more 
like our Saviour. And as we behold the beauty 
and grandeur of the works of nature, our affec
tions go out after God; while the heart is awed 
and the spirit subdued, the soul is invigorated 
by coming in contact with the Infinite through 
His marvelous works. Communion with God 
through humble prayer, develops and strength
ens the mental and moral faculties, and spiritual 
powers increase by cultivating thoughts upon 
spiritual things.

Those who consecrate soul, body, and spirit 
to God, purifying their thoughts by obedience 
to the law of God, will continually receive a 
new endowment of physical and mental power. 
There will be heart yearnings after God, and 
earnest prayer for clear perception to discern 
the office and work of the Holy Spirit. It is 
not for us to use it, but for the Holy Spirit to 
use us, moulding, fashioning every power.

HOW TO PREPARE.

The servants of Christ are to prepare no set 
speech to present when brought to trial for 
their faith. Their preparation is to be made 
day by day, in treasuring up in their hearts the 
precious truths of God’s Word, in feeding upon 
the teaching of Christ, and through prayer 
strengthening their faith; then, when brought 
into trial, the Holy Spirit will bring to their 
remembrance the very truths that will reach 
the hearts of those who shall come to hear.

God will flash the knowledge obtained by dil
igent searching of the Scriptures, into their 
memory at the very time when it is needed. 
But if they neglect to fill their minds with the

-eras o f tru th , if th e y  d o  n ot acq u a in t th e m 

selves w ith  th e  w o rd s  o f C h ris t, if th e y  h a v e  

never ta s te d  th e  p o w e r o f H is  g ra c e  in tr ia l, 

then th e y  can  n ot e x p e c t  th at th e  H o ly  S p irit 

will b r in g  H is  w o rd s  to  th e ir  rem em b ran ce. 

They a r e  to  se rv e  G o d  d a ily  w ith  th eir u n 

divided affe ctio n s, and th en  tru st H im .— S'. A. 

W., October, i8g6.

Fragm ents.
T h o s e  w h o  in stru ct c h ild re n  sh ou ld  a v o id  

ted iou s re m a rk s . S h o rt re m a r k s  an d  to  th e  

point w ill h a v e  a h a p p y  in flu en ce. If m uch is 

to be s a id , m a k e  up  fo r  b rie fn ess b y  freq u en cy. 

A few  w o rd s  o f in terest n o w  and th en  w ill b e  

m ore b e n e fic ia l th a n  to  h a v e  it a ll at on ce . 

L o n g  s p e e c h e s  b u rd en  th e  sm a ll m inds of c h il

dren. T o o  m u ch  ta lk , w ill le a d  th em  to lo a th e  

even sp iritu a l in stru ction , ju s t a s  o verea tin g  b u r

dens th e  sto m ach  an d lessen s  th e  ap p etite , le a d 

ing e v e n  to  a  lo a th in g  o f fo o d . T h e  m inds of 

the p e o p le  m a y  b e  g lu tte d  with to o  m uch 

sp e e c h ify in g . L a b o r  for th e ch u rch , but e s p e 

cia lly  fo r  th e y o u th , sh o u ld  b e  line upon lin e, 

p recep t u p on  p recep t, h e re  a little  an d  th ere  a 

little. G iv e  m in d s tim e  to  d ig e s t  th e  truths yo u  

feed th e m . C h ild re n  m u st b e  d ra w n  to w a rd  h eaven , 

not ra sh ly , b u t v e ry  g e n tly .— 7 . ,  vol. 2 ,p ■ 420- 
T h e  stu d en t of th e  S a b b a th -sch o o l should  feel 

as th o ro u g h ly  in e a rn e st to  b e c o m e  in te llig en t in 

the k n o w le d g e  of th e  S c r ip tu re s  as to  e x c e l in th e  

stu d y  o f th e  scie n c e s . If e ith e r  is n e g le c te d , it 

sh ou ld  b e  th e  lesso n s  o f th e  s ix  d a y s . T h e  in 

ju n ctio n  o f o u r S a v io u r  sh o u ld  b e  religiousH  

re g a rd e d  b y  e v e ry  m an , w o m a n , and child w h o



professes His name. Teachers in the Sabbath- 
school have a missionary field given them to 
teach the Scriptures, not parrot-like, to repeat 
over that which they have taken no pains to 
understand. “ They are they which testify of 
Me,” —the Redeemer, Him in whom our hopes 
of eternal life are centered. If teachers are not 
imbued with the spirit of truth, and care not 
for the knowledge of what is revealed in the 
Word of God, how can they present the truth 
in an attractive light to those under their 
charge ? . . .

The student of the Sabbath-school should be 
in earnest, should dig deep and search with the 
greatest care for the precious gems of truth 
contained in the weekly lessons. The privileges 
and opportunities which they now have of be
coming intelligent in regard to the Scriptures 
should not be neglected. God would have
those who profess to be His followers thor
oughly furnished with proof of the doctrines of 
His Word. When and where can this be bet
ter obtained than in youth at the Sabbath- 
school? Parents should in no case treat this 
matter indifferently.— Review, Nov. 28, 1878.

No one can labor in the Sabbath-school or 
in the temperance work without reaping a 
bountiful harvest, not only in the end of the 
world, but in the present life. In the very effort 
to enlighten and bless others, his own views 
will become clearer and broader. The more we 
endeavor to explain the truth to others, with a 
love for souls, the plainer will it become to j 
ourselves. It ever opens with new beauty and 
force to the understanding of the expounder -  f  
T., vol. 5,p. 121.

| The Sabbath-school work is important, and 
all who are interested in the truth should en
deavor to make it prosperous.— T., vol. 5, p. 127.

ICompanies of Sabbath-keepers may be raised 
up in many places. Often they will not be 
large companies; but they must not be neg
lected ; they must not be left to die for want of 
proper personal effort and training. The work 
should not be left prematurely. See that all 
are intelligent in the truth, established in the 
faith, and interested in every branch of the work, 
before leaving them for another field. . . .
I It has been proved in the missionary field 
that, whatever may be the preaching talent, if 
the laboring part is neglected, if the people are 
not taught how to work, how to conduct meet
ings, how to act their part in missionary labor, 
how to reach people successfully, the work will 
be nearly a failure. There is much to be done 
in the Sabbath-school work, also, in bringing 
the people to realize their obligation, and to act 
their part. God calls them to work for Him, 
and the ministers should guide their efforts.—  
T.. vol. 5, p. 256.

I After referring to the faithfulness of Caleb, 
Hannah, and Dorcas, the testimony says:—

Such patient, prayerful, and persevering fidel
ity as was possessed by these saints of God is 
rare; yet the church can not prosper without it. 
It is needed in the church, in the Sabbath- 
school, and in society.— T., vol. 5, p. 304.

\ The Sabbath-school is an important branch 
of the missionary work, not only because it 
gives to young and old a knowledge of God’s



Word, but because it awakens in them a love for 
its sacred truths, and a desire to study them for 
themselves; above all, it teaches them to regu
late their lives by its holy teachings,—  T., vol. 5,
A  389-

At a certain meeting held in Iowa in 1884, 
Sister White said:—

By request I spoke about thirty minutes, 
warning them against letting their Sabbath- 
schools degenerate into a mere mechanical 
routine. We should not seek to imitate Sun
day-schools, nor keep up the interest by offer
ing prizes. The offering of rewards will create 
rivalry, envy, and jealousy; and some who are 
the most diligent and worthy will receive littlel 
credit. Scholars should not try to see howl 
many verses they can learn and repeat; for thisl 
brings too great a strain upon the ambitiousj  
child, while the rest become discouraged.

Try none of these methods in your Sabbath- 
schools ; but let superintendents and teachers 
make every effort to have life and interest in j  
their schools. What a blessing it would be if! 
all would teach as Jesus taught! He did not 
aim to attract attention by eloquence or by j 
overwhelming grandeur of sentiment. On the ! 
contrary, His language was plain, and His 
thoughts were expressed with greatest sim- j 
plicity ; but He spoke with loving earnestness. 
In your teaching be as near like Him as pos
sible. Make your exercises interesting. Let j 
the teachers show that they have thoroughly 
learned the lesson, and are intensely interested s 
in it. Let there be no frivolous or superficial 
interpretations of the Scriptures, but let each |

be prepared to go to the bottom of the subject 
presented.
J Parents should feel it a sacred duty to in
struct their children in the statutes and require
ments of God as well as in the prophecies. 
They should educate their children at home, 
and should themselves be interested in the 
Sabbath-school lessons. By studying with the 
children they show that they attach importance 
to the truth brought out in the lessons, and 
help to create a taste for Bible knowledge. 
— Review, Oct. 21, 1884.

Our Sabbath-schools, which are to instruct 
the children and youth, are too superficial. 
The managers of these need to plow deeper. 
They need to put more thought and more hard 
work upon the work they are doing. They 
need to be more thorough students of the 
Bible, and to have a deeper religious experi
ence, in order to know how to conduct Sab
bath-schools after the Lord’s order, and how to 
lead children and youth to their Saviour. This 
is one of the branches of the work that is crip
pling along for the want of efficient, discerning 
men and women, who feel their accountability 
to God to use their powers, not to exhibit self, 
not for vainglory, but to do good.— Review, 
June 21, 1887.

There was a general superintendent of Sab
bath-schools who, while addressing a Sabbath- 
school upon one occasion, was very dry, 
lengthy, and uninteresting. A  mother asked 
her daughter of ten years if she enjoyed the ex
ercise, and also, “ What did the minister say? 
Said the little girl, “ He said, and he said, and



he said, and he didn’t say anything.” Now, we 
do not want any such account of our labor as 
that. We want the very best of training for 
the w'ork that we can possibly have ourselves, 
so that we can make a success in teaching 
others the things that we have learned.— Review, 
July 26, 1887.

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OK CHILDREN.

Religion helps children to study better and to do 
more faithful work. A little girl of twelve was 
telling, in a simple way, the evidence that she was 
a Christian. “ I did not like to study, but to play. 
I was idle at school, and often missed my lessons. 
Now I learn every lesson well, to please God. 1 
u’as mischievous at school, when the teachers were 
not looking at me, making fun for the children to 
look at. Now I wish to please God by behaving 
well and keeping the school laws. I was selfish at 
home, didn’t like to run errands, and was sulky 
when mother called me from play to help her in 
w ork. Now it is a real joy for me to help mother 
in any w'ay, and to show that I love her.”

Do not teach your children with reference to 
some future period when they shall be old enough 
to repent and believe the truth. If properly in
structed, very young children may have correct 
view's of their state as sinners, and of the u;ay of 
salvation through Christ.—N. A. IV., January, 1889.

Our superintendents, our teachers in the Sab
bath-school, should be frequently in prayer. A 
word spoken in due season may be as good 
seed in youthful minds, and may result in lead
ing little feet in the right path. But a wrong 
word may lead their feet in the path of ruin.—' 
Review, June 24, 1890.

In His charge to Peter, the Saviour first bade 
him, “ Feed My lambs,”  and afterward com
manded, “ Feed My sheep.”  In addressing the 
apostle, Christ says to all His servants, “ Feed 
My lambs.”  When Jesus admonished His dis
ciples not to despise the little ones, He addressed 
all disciples in all ages. His own love and care 
for children is a precious example for His followers. 
If teachers in the Sabbath-school felt the love which 
they should feel for these lambs of the flock, many 
more would be won to the fold of Christ. At 
every suitable opportunity, let the story of Jesus’ 
love be repeated to the children. In every sermon 
let a little corner be left for their benefit. The 
servant of Christ may have lasting friends in these 
little ones, and his words may be to them as 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.— G. W., pp. 
405, 406.

I We thank God that our Sabbath-schools have 
contributed enough to advance many a precious 
enterprise. Children and youth have given 
their pennies, that, like little rivulets, have sup
plied a stream of beneficence. Children should 
be educated in such a way that they may per
form unselfish acts which heaven will rejoice to 
see. When the dew of youth is upon them, 
children should be trained how to do service 
for Christ. They should be taught self-denial. 
—S. T., No. 3, p. 51.

i Instruction in regard to conducting the Sab- 
bath-school should, to a large degree, be given 
in the home churches; for the labor can be 
made more direct and the results will be more 
permanent if instruction is given at home. This 
work does not require the services of the min- 
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isters; they should be free to attend to the spir
itual interests of the people. They are to teach 
others what to do. They must instruct the 
people as to how to come to the Lord and how 
to lead others to Him.— 5 . T., Our Camp- 
Meetings, p. 12.

In a council of workers when considering the B  
question of the work which should be done at R  
our camp-meetings, we have the following R  
questions and answers:—

Question— Would you think, Sister White, I 
that taking up the detail work of drilling the I  
Sabbath-school workers would come under the | 
same head? [That is, drilling canvassers, and I 
missionary workers, and holding cooking § 
schools.]

Answer— Exactly: it is not the place for it. 
That is to be done; but it has its time and place. I

Q.— Suppose they should call a Sabbath- E 
school convention, and meet for that purpose?

A.— That is all right; and have those en
gaged to carry the burden of that work, and 
not hold the people there [at the camp-meeting] 
to hear those particular things. They have no i 
special work in that branch to do. The time is f 
too precious to be spent in that way.— S'. T., I 
Our Camp-Meetings, p. 43.

The charge given to Peter by Christ just be
fore His ascension was, “ Feed My lambs, 
“ Feed My sheep;” and this commission has' 
been given to every minister and worker. But 
the work has been neglected. While something 
has been done for the education and religious 
training of the youth, there is still a great lack. 
Many more need to be encouraged and helped, !.

There is not that personal labor given which 
the case requires. It is not the ministers alone 
who have neglected this solemn work of saving 
the youth; the members of the churches will 
have to settle with the Master for their indiffer
ence and neglect of duty.

The Lord is not glorified when the children 
are neglected and passed by. They are to be 
educated, disciplined, and patiently instructed. 
They require more than casual notice, more 
than a word of encouragement. They need 
painstaking, prayerful, careful labor. The heart 
that is filled with love and sympathy will reach 
the hearts of the youth who are apparently 
careless and hopeless.— Review, Jan. 10, 1899.
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H e l p s , k in d s  to  b e  u sed , 9; 

use o f lesso n  sh e e t, 10.

Love, to be cherished, 9; 
too little manifested, 33.

Lessons, Sabbath-school, to be well learned, 7, 8, 
10, 22, 107; 

importance of, 22; 
to be made interesting, 32.

Light, more to shine from the Scriptures, 30, 53, 
60, 62, 65; 

how to be used, 54;
our hearts should be open to receive, 65, 66; 
will be revealed to those who have a connec

tion with Christ, 53.

Ministers, relation to the Sabbath-school work, 
109; should remember the children, 113, 115- 

Methods, new and improved to be sought, 9, 83; 
should be simple, 39.



O f f i c e r s , se lectio n  of, 84, 91; 

c h a n g e  of, n ecessa ry , 84, 91.

P a r e n t s , d u ty  to  c o o p e r a te  w ith  tea ch ers , 8, 25; 

to  te a c h  th e ir  ch ild ren , 8, 10, n ,  14, 35, 36, 
98-105, i n ;  

e x a m p le  of, 33, 103;

relation to the Sabbath-school, 35, 36, 108; 
duty to unbelievers, 33.

Plans, should be formed, 9, 12, 19; 

how to select the best, 14, 83; 
improvements to be made, 31.

Prizes, not to be offered, no.
Pupils, erring, treatment of, 77-80, 82, 88.

Reading, kind to avoid, 57, 58. 
Rewards, injurious effects of, 109.

S a b b a t h -s c h o o l , a fford s a  p re c io u s  opp ortunity, 

10, 14, 108;

a m iss io n a ry  fie ld , 29, 35, 108;

th e m e s to  b e  s tu d ie d , 52;

a b ra n ch  o f th e  m iss io n a ry  w o rk , 109;

ca u se  o f fa ilu re  in , 41, 42, 71-74 ;

e x e rc is e s  sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  in terestin g, 110;

is a b ro a d  fie ld , 83, 92;

in flu en ce can  n ot be e s tim a te d , 15;

o b je c t of, 47, 52, 89, 92, 98, i n ;

one of God’s instrumentalities, 18, 20, 29, 35

52, 70;

Sabbath-school, members to become missionaries, 

33, 745
should be well organized, 14, 19; 
should be given time and attention, 14, in ;  
why the work is crippling along, in ;  
workers in, should be missionaries, 24, 74; 
one of the most important branches of the 

work, 12;
relation to the church, 29; 
not what it should be, 29, 41.

Sabbath-school Work, instruction in, where to be 
given, 113, 114-

Superintendent, qualifications of, 13, 16, 17, 18, 28, 
42, 43, 65, 66, 94; 

causes of failure, 16, i n ,  112; 
how to succeed, 17, 18, 19, 20, 41, 42, in .

T e a c h e r s , . q u a lifica tio n s  of,
a living connection with God, 12, 13, 20, 53, 

68, 92;

apt to teach, 13;
devoted to their work, 12,13, 17, 53, 67-69, 93; 
love study, 12, 55; 
converted, 15, 26, 43;
exemplary in spirit, deportment, and dress, 26, 

34, 42, 45, 54. 9h;
a good religious experience, 22-24, 85; 
love and fear God, 28;

, consecrated, 29, 42, 73;
manifest tender interest and sympathy, 33, 100: 
humble followers of Christ, 35, 54',
Christians in the full sense of the word, 41; 
imbued with the Spirit of God, 20, 44, 5b 94, 

108;



Teachers, hearts warmed by the truth, 55; 
sincere piety, 67, 95; 
holiness and humility, 18, 71; 
strong faith and warm sympathies, 73; 
hunger and thirst for divine truth, 76;’ 
kindness and Christian courtesy, 80; 
abide in Christ, 81; 
pure and self-denying, 95; 
punctual, cleanly, neat, and orderly, 96.

Duties of, 
to deny self, 9;
lay careful plans, 9, 12, 14, 24; 
give time to their work, 12, 68; 
labor personally for scholars, 15, 27, 34, 45, 47, 

58, 69, 83;

meet and pray with classes, i9( 20-
labor for harmony, 20;
cultivate tact, 20;
raise the standard high, 22;
improve their time, 24, 27, 55, 86;
be learners, 24, 55, 58, 59, 76, 77, 81, 94> 98;
be examples, 26, 34, 42, 45, 46, 54, 8r;
become care-takers, 34;
look to Christ for help, 35, 43, 77;
teach modesty and humility, 37;
teach as Christ taught, 40, 42, 80, 8 1, 85;

follow the leadings of the Spirit, 43, 44, 91;
to be teachable, 68, 77;
make instruction interesting, 67;
be missionaries, 74;
not imitate others, 76;
enforce order, 78, 79, 80;
to be impartial, 79;
manifest kindness and love, 80, 81, 88, 90; 
visit scholars at their homes, 80;

Teachers, duties of,
labor for children, 87, 93, 113; 
help the church, 92; 
seek to improve, 95;
be orderly, punctual, cleanly, and neat, 96; 
be firm, decided, and dignified, 97; 
make the truth plain, 21, 24, 39, 59; 
investigate for themselves, 61, 62, 64-66; 
should be selected with care, 95, 96; 
influence of, 112.

Teaching, how to teach, 9, 16, 18, 24, 39, 40, 
105-107.

W o r d s , in flu en ce  o f, 112.

W ord o f G o d , h o w  it sh o u ld  be stu d ied , 10, 11, 

62-64;
g re a t lig h t in it fo r  th e earn est se e k e r, 30, 31, 

55, 56, 62, 63;
I e v e ry  p a g e  w ill b e  illu m in ated , 30.

Y o u t h , sh o u ld  re c e iv e  p erson a l la b o r, 15, 69, 114; 

shjould b e  in tru ste d  w ith  resp on sib ilities, 47, 

49, 5i ,  74;
sh ou ld  k n o w  th e  truth  fo r  th em selves, 61; 

sh ou ld  b e  e d u c a te d  to  la b o r  fo r  others, 49, 51,

74;
sh ou ld  p re p a re  fo r  life lo n g  serv ice , 53; 

m eetin g s  fo r, 48, 49.
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These are large subscription books, fully describ
ing the great conflict between good and evil, from 
the rebellion in heaven to the time when the uni
verse is clean and the great controversy forever 
ended.

The first of the series is “Patriarchs and Proph
ets.” It traces the controversy from the time of its 
inception to the close of David’s reign. The prices 
and bindings are the same as “ Great Controversy.” 
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burnished edges, price $1.50. This volume emf 
braces “ Testimonies” Nos. 31, 32, and 33, and i 
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White, together with her first testimonies. Many of 

11 these earlier visions are descriptive of the last great 
struggle through which the people of God must 
pass, and are of intense interest and importance. If 
there is one book in this series of more importance 
than another, it is “ Early Writings.” Price 75c.

STEPS TO CHRIST SCRIPTURAL INDEX

This small volume contains the richest of spirit-1 
ual instruction and traces the different steps neces 
sary to “ Rejoicing in the Lord,” which is the title 
of the last chapter. It is just the thing to place in 
the hands of a new convert. Bound in cloth 50c 
and in paper 25c.'

THOUGHTS FROM THE

MOUNT OF BLESSING

to Mrs. E. G. White's Works. Mrs. White did not 
i- edit or arrange the matter contained in this book, 
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dent of the “ Spirit of Prophecy” it is a great help. 
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used in her works. These texts are arranged in 
consecutive order, and a citation made from each 
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It is interleaved with paper for notes. Bound in 
cloth 60c, morocco with gilt edges $1.00.
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highly. The following notice concerning it ap 
peared in an eastern religious journal, and is only 
a sample of many more at our command:—
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dence in the words of Christ, ‘ The words that I 
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It contains 201 pages, is richly illustrated am 
well bound in cloth at 75c, half calf at fi.oo.
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series of morning talks given by Mrs. White to the 
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pages, cloth, $1.00.
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