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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

A pERIOD of fourteen years has now elapsed since, in the first
edition of my work on the A pocalypse, which appeared in 1813,
I brought before the church the doctrine of the seconid perso-
nal advent of oar Lord at the commencement of the Millen-
nium, and his reign upon earth during that dispensation. Op-
posed however as these views were to the doctrine held in
highest repute in the church, and unsupported as I then wasin
maintaining them, by any other commentator of the present
day, I did not, either in the first or second editions of my work,
enter into the subject minutely. I was, indeed, well aware,
that the mind of the Christian public was scarcely at that time
prepared to receive even some distant hints of the nature of
the dispensation, which I then believed to be rapidly approach-
ing, and now believe to be near. Contenting myself, therefore,
with a simple avowal of the doctrine wherever it occurred in
the course of exposition, I purposely abstained from further de-
tails; but in the Preface of my book, the sense in which I held
the advent itself was thus explicitly acknowledged.

“In the following work, the reader will find frequent. men-
tion of the second personal advent of our Lord. I am aware
that it is the common doctrine of the present day, both among
private Christians and the teachers of religion, to interpretina
Jigurative sense many of those passages which I suppose to
refer to that great event. But I have the support of the great-
"est writers on prophecy in understanding them literally; and
the opinion which I now hold on this point, is not only the re-
sult of a long and most attentive consideration of the prophet-
ical Scriptures, but was slowly and reluctantly formed in op-
position to early prejudices. In the continued prevalence of
the opposite sentiment, we may discern the symptoms of that
spirit of unbelief, which our Lord assures us, shall mark the
season of his second coming:
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Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth?’* by which is meant not faith [or the want
of it] in the doctrines of his Gospel in general, but in the par-
ticular promises which relateto the second advent.

“On this point I shall introduce the following quotation from
Kinﬁ’s ‘Remarks on the Signs of the Times.’

n the one hand, the Jews would not apprehend nor be-
lieve the words of holy prophecy written concerning our Lord’s
first coming in his state of deep humiiiation and suffering,
being dazzled with bright apprehensions of what was written
concerning his second coming, his coming in glory; and on
the other hand, the Christian world are now too backward to
believe what is really written in the same words of holy pro-

hecy concerning his second coming upon earth in glory,
being blinded by their constant habit of contending against the
Jews, chiefly for the former, and by the presumptuous mystical
application which has taken place, by means of applying those
holy words that relate to the latter, merely to the fancied pros-
perity of the Christian church on earth, though such a fancied
prosperity is a misapplication of the words, in direct contra-
diction to all the warnings of our Lord himself, and his holy
apostles.”

The time, however, seems at length to have arrived, when
this primitive doctrine of the personal advent of Messiah, at
the commencement of that glorius and now nearly impending
dispensation, wherein the saints of the Most High shall take the
kingdom,tyis no longer to be spoken in proverbs, but in the
plainest and most intelligible language, in order that a sleeping
churcht may be aroused to deep and earnest inquiry respecting
the signs of the stupendous events which are approaching. It
has pleased God to raise up for the above momentous truth,
many witnesses in the southern part of the United Kingdom.
The doctrine itself is there making rapid progress, and is
sounding forth in many pulpits. In Scotland, however, all
appears to be still and at rest. No cry is heard—no alarm is
sounded—not even a suspicion seems to lurk in the minds of
the watchmen, that the morning approaches, and also the night;§

* Luke xviii. 8. t Dan. vii. 18.

t The parable of the Ten Virgins with lamps, Matth. xxv. 1—7, 13, mani-
festly describes the state of the professing church of Christ skortl bfi’)fore the ad-
vent. 'They allslumber and sleep—an alarm of the approach of the bridegroom
is suddenly given,and they arise to trim their lamps; while they are doing this
the bridegroom comes. It seems to me, therefore, no breach of charity, to
maintain that the church is asleep, as it respects the expectation of the coming
of Christ.

§ Tsaiah xxi. 12. A glorious morning for the just, viz., that of the first re-
surrection—an awful night for the wicked.
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and yet we should be apt to think that the evidence for the
doctrine, is not of that scanty nature, as to be passed over in
silence. Assuredly it is easy to run it down under the appel-
‘lation of the Millenarian heresy, or, like Nicodemus, to ask,
¢How can these be?’” or to say, as some once said, “Are ye
also deceived? have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed
it?’* _But to meet and confute the Scriptural evidence upon
whichjwe assuredly believe, and confidently affirm, that if there
he a second advent of Messiah promised at all to the church,
that advent precedes the Millennium, and introduces that dig-
pensation of saving health and glory to this miserable world
to confute the Scriptural evidence upon which we hazard thése
assertions, will, we say, be found a matter of far less easy at-
tainment.

I shall now inform the reader that the circumstance which
gave birth to the following Tract, was the appearance of a let-
ter under the signature of D. D. in the Christian Observer for
July last, (1827,) which, after stating the divided state of
opinion in the religiéus world, in reference to the Advent,con-
cludes as follows:—

¢I am told that the expectation of a personal advent at the
approaching crisis is rested by its advocates upon the following
maxims as its foundation; namely, that wherever a future ad-
vent or zzgwnz (Parousia) of our Lord is foretold in Scripture,
the same advent is uniformly intended; and that consequently,
if in any one place the advent intended be plainly a personal
‘advent, the same construction must be put upon all. I'shall be
much gratified if any of your correspondents will take the
trouble to inform me whether this be indeed the basis of the
whole scheme of interpretation alluded to, and if so, on what
proofs the rule of construction laid down in it, is asserted and
applied.”

In consequence of the request of this anonymous writer, I
was led to draw up the paper which (having appeared in the
above-mentioned periodical work) is now offered to the public;
and in republishing it as a Tract, I have not thought it neces-
sary to divest it of its original form, but have simply made such
corrections and additions as seemed to be calculated further to
elucidate and strengthen the general argument.

To the reader who is in no degree conversant with the sub-
ject of prophecy, it will doubtless appear that I have assumed
in this argument certain positions which ought to have been

+ T think tbis is the spirit of some papers which have appeared on the sub-
ject in some of the Re]igious Magazines of the day. Ng altempt is made to
refate our views by Seriptural reasoning. The appeal is rather made to the
principles ot"‘human reason and the authority of men.

63
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proved. Now, to this charge I in part plead guilty. I have
taken for granted certain first principles, but they are not of

that nature that at this time of day I ought to be required to
.enter upon the proof of them. I suppose that no one can now

be reasonably expected in any prophetic discussion to prove
that the four monarchies of Daniel are the Babylonian, Persian,
Grecian, and Roman. That the last of these was to exist in
two different states, first as an undivided empire, and next as

«divided into ten kingdoms, among which was to arise an eccle-

siastical power, (viz. the Popes of Rome,)'symbolized, Dan. vii.
8, by a little horn wilh eyes, and described also in St. Paul’s pro-
phecy of the man of sin, 2 Thess. ii. And further, that at the
destruction of the Roman empire, secular and spiritual, in its
last state, the Millennial kingdom of Messiah is to be establish-
ed, signified in Rev. xi. 15, by the kingdoms of this werld
becoming the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ. In

‘the next place, no writer on prophecy can now be justly ex-

pected to enter upon the proof of the future and certain res-
toration of the Jews to the land of their fathers, and that
this event is also to precede the Millennium. If then any
of my readers shall feel disposed to quarrel with me, and to
impugn my reasoning, because I have not proved these points,
I must content myself with telling him, that among the stu-
dents of prophecy, they are one and all considered as of the

“nature of prophetic rudiments finally seltled and set at rest—no

less so than the principles of gravitation and first elements of
mechanics and chemistry are in the schools of human science.*
Should the reader, therefore, require further information on
these points, I shall refer him to the elementary treatises on
prophecy, such as the works of Bishops Newton and Hurd; and
I shall also just mention a small volume by the Rev. Alexander
Keith, “The Evidences of the Truth of the Christian Religion,
derived from the fulfilment of Prophecy,” which will be found

-replete’with useful and interesting information.

In sending forth the following Tract, I am rather actuated by
a hope that it may excite to inquiry, than by an expectation
that it will at once convince. I indeed feel that its reasoning

.is of that nature as not even to be understood by the careless

and superficial, or without serious mental exertion and applica-
tion. It also appears to me, that the species of conviction
which is the result of an indolent and almost passive acquies-

* Since this was written some of these first prophetic principles have been
called in question by Mr. Maitland; of Gloucester. To Mr. Maitland I bave
replied in my “Strictures on the Rev. 8. R. Maitland’s Four Pamphlets on
Prophecy, and In Vindication of the Protestant Principles of Prophetic Inter-
pretation.
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‘cence in the arguments of another, is of little value. In order
to a profitable acquaintance with truth, she must become the
inmate of our understandings, and this she will not conde-
scend to be, unless we importunately woo her approach by
such an intimate converse as to show that we justly appreciate
her friendship. Now, no branch of theological truth is i
itself more worthy of being cultivated by those who have be-
lieved the Gospel, and are walking in its glorious light, than
that which relates to the times and seasons of the Lord’s second
advent. This is indeed the great event, to which the expec-
tations of the church are uniformly directed in the Apostolic
writings. The church of our own times, generally refers her
disciples to the period of death, as that of the consummation of
their felicity.. This is forcibly and justly expressed by Mr.
Stewart, in his discourses on the Advent:—¢If,” says Mr. S.
“we visit a Christian suffering under acute disease, how do we
address him? ‘Be patient, my afflicted brother; death will soon
come, asa welcome visitor, and release you from all your pains.’
So if called to sympathise with the widow or orphan, we say,
‘Dry up your tears; in a little moment you will follow him;—
pursue but his steps, and death will come and take you to the
land whither your friend is gone.” ”” Not so the Apostles of
the Lord. Under affliction they referred believers to the glory
to be revealed—under sorrow for the loss of friends, they com-
forted them with the promise of that day, “When the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, and with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump ef God.”” When
suffering from unjust oppression, they consoled them by the
‘promise, that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. So intently
fixed were their minds upon that great event, that it forms the
subject of their earnest enquiries, even before their Lord and
Master was taken from them by his death upon the cross;* and
it is the subject of the concluding prayer of the Church of God
in the volume of the Scriptures, ‘‘Even so come, Lord Jesus!”
It is manifest also, that the times and the seasons of the first
advent were not hid from the Levitical church,—else whence
that yniversal expectation of the coming of the Messiah, which
even Heathen historians testify to have filled the minds of the
whole eastern world in the age of our Lord’s appearance, and
which the Gospel history no less clearly shows to have pervad-
ed the whole body of the Jewish people. It was this know-
ledge of the timesand the seasons, derived from the prophecies
of Jacob and Daniel, that prepared the minds of Simeon and of
Anna, of Nathanael, and all who looked for redemption in Je-

» Matth. xxiv. 3.
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rusalem, to expect his appearance, and to welcome and receive
him when he was manifested. Where then, we may well ask,
1is the unreasonableness of the supposition, that a similar know-
ledge shall be vouchsafed to the waiting saints of the New Tes-
tament church, to prepare their minds in like manner for the
second revelation of their Lord and Master from heaven, and to
prevent them from being taken by surprise when he shall come?
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief.”’*

It is the object of the following tract to prove from the
Scriptures that such knowledge is actually conveyed to us; and
‘that as the first advent of Messiah was according to Jacob’s
prophecy, when the sceptre was just departing from Judah, se
his second advent is to take place when the sceptre is finally
departing from the last of the four Gentile monarchies. But
as it was with respect to the first advent, that while its times and
seasons were 8o clearly revealed, that not only individuals, but
nations were eagerly waiting for it, yet the preeise year or day
were hid under an impenetrable veil of mystery, till at length
it was revealed to Simeon, just and devout, that he should not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah; so is it with
regard to the second advent, that while there are marks whereby
we may assuredly know its near approach, yet of that year, or
day, or hour, knoweth no man, no, not the angels in heaven.
And if we, who have watched every sign in the spiritual hori-
zon for a long series of years, were now asked, “Is any sign of
his coming yet unaccomplished?’’ we should be constrained to
answer, “To our feeble view not one sign remains unaccom-
plished.”t If we were further asked, “Shall he come this
year?”” Our answer would be, “We know not’* “Shall he

s ] Thess. v. 4.

t It may be asked by some, What these signs are? Ta this I answer, that
there are many signs.  First, The shaking ol all the nations, ard every throne
in Christendom to their foundations; which, with the exception of our own
happy country* [Britain), has been effected within the last forty years. These
convulsions seem to have been the fulfilment of the prophecy of signs in the
sun, moon, and stars, predicted in Luke xxi.25. Second, The tumulis of the
nations have been succeeded by a period of peace and worldliness, corres-
ponding to our Lord’s description of the condition of the world when he shall
appear, Matth. xxiv. 37—39.  Third, A preaching of the Gospel of unequalled
magnitude and extent, among all nations, apparently corresponding in charac-
ter with that announced by our Lord in Matth. xxiv. 14, as immediately pre-
ceding the end. [urth, Such movement among the Jews as indicate the pe-

* This exception no longer exists. Tt has pleased God in mercy to spare us
the evils of bloodshed and civil war, but l}ne great revolation effected in this
country during the last seven years, and in the midst of which we still are,
leaves what yet remain of our ancient institutions, and the monarchy itself,
like the scattered and trembling pillars of an edifice partially overthrown by
an earthquake.
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come within the next twenty, or fifty, or one hundred years?*’
Our answer would still be, ¢“We know not; but this much we
know and believe, that he is at hand.” All our knowledge,
therefore, brings us just to that state of expectation and uncer-
tainty which filled the minds of the waiting saints at Jerusalem,
in the age of our Lord’s appearance.

Now, whatever may be thought of the conclusiveness of the
reasoning employed in the following pages to prove the near-
ness of the advent, there ought, I should think, to be no dif-
ference of opinion upon the reasonableness of at least giving to
the argument a fair hearing. And did the heart as well as the
lips of the church in our days re-echo the words of John, “Even
so [or verily indeed] come Lord Jesus!”” there would be little
necessity for this pleading for a patient hearing of the evidence
of his approaching advent, the very sound of which would be
sweeter in her ears than the harps of cherubim and seraphim.
But it cannot he denied that our doctrine is unpalatable to a
considerable part even of the evangelical world. They will
scarcely listen to us when we ask by what analogy of Apostolic
declaration or expectation they support this cold repulsive an-
nunciation of a thousand years delay, which but ill responds to
the come quickly of the longing Bride, and as ill corresponds
with every promise and every warning to the servants of God,
and every denunciation of coming wrath and impending judg-
ment to an unbelieving world. '

We object to this common doctrine in limine, that it supposes
the church in our days to be gifted with knowledge above the
Apostles of our Lord. We challenge our opponents in argu-
ment, to produce one passage from the Apostolic Epistles, to

riod of their conversion to be near at hand. Fifth, The downfall of the
Ottoman empire, which all the interpreters of pm£hecy connect with the
events of the last times. Sizth, The going forth of three unclean spirits; 1st,
thie spirit of infidelity and atheism out of the mouth of the Dragon; 2d, the spirit
of anarchy and despalism* out of the mouth of the Beast, or secular Roman
empire; 3d, the spirit of Popery out of the mouth of the False Prophet, which,
as 1s discernible to all spiritual persons, are now, according to Rev. xvi. 13, 14,
actually at work preparing the kitfgs and people for the war of Armageddon;t
just before which war, Rev. xvi. 15, the note of the advent is given. Sevent?,
The concurring testimony of the greater number of writers on prophecy inthe :
present day, that the prophetic period of 1260 years ended in the year 1792; and,
consequently, that we are far advanced towards the completion of Daniel’s
1335 days, at the end of which the Millennium is supposed to commence.

* Anarchy and Despotism are the same principle, viz. the lust of lawless
power, the one working in the multitude and the other in kings,

All the modern interpreters of prophecy seem to concur in the opinion,
that the sixth vial is poared out on the empire of the Turks or Ottomans; and l
it is apparent that the war of Armageddon is in some way or other connected
with tge affairs of Turkey, as the preparations for it are mentioned under the l

sixth vial,
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prove that the holy Apostles knew the coming of the Lord to
be even a thousand years distant from their days; and if they
knew not that which has since turned out to be true, but were
kept in a state of uncertainty as to the period of the advent,
where is the probability of supposing that a negative revelation
should be given to us, which has, so far as believed, a direct
tendency to neutralize all those indefinite assurances of the
nearness of that day,and the consequent exhortations to watch-
fulness which are interspersed througl' the Apostolic writings.

Leaving, however, these arguments from analogy to have
their own legitimate weight, I remark in the next place, that
if’ the direct Scriptural evidence and reasoning presented to the
reader in the following Tract be false or unsound, they must
admit of an answer from the Scriptures. I therefore invite my
opponents to the amicable refutation of these views by Serip-
tural arguments.

If, on the other hand, as I am firmly persuaded is the case,
the doctrine itself be so entirely in harmony with the Scrip-
tures, as that the argument in its favour possesses the most ir-
refragable strength, and is wholly unanswerable, then how un-
speakably important are the consequences which flow from it!
for if the advent of the Lord be before the Millennium, then it
may be so near at hand that some, nay many, and for aught we
know, a great proportion of the generation now alive upon
earth may actually witness his appearing. And shall we be told
that such a persuasion as this would produce no effect in
awakening the secure, in alarming and filling with terror such
of the ministers of Christ as have been either slumbering or
sleeping at their posts, or have been minding earthly things
rather than heavenly? Are there then none such in ourr own
days? Are there no ministers of the churches established by
law, or of the various bodies of dissenters, who are feeding
themselves and not the flock? Are there none even who have
among men the reputation of preaching the doctrines of orthodox
and evangelical truth, who yet, having learned these doctrines
not by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, but in the schools and
systems of men, are contented with setting before their hearers a
form of the truth destitute of life, and power, and unction; and
who knowing not the power of godliness, but resting satisfied
with a lifeless morality and decency, are manifestly far re-
moved from that deep humility and self-denial,—that heavenly
spirit,—that mortification to the things of time,—that ardent
and divine charity which well become the servants of Him who
upon the cross expiated the guilt of a lost world! Now, if this
inquiring into the times of the Lord’s second advent should be
instrumental in arousing from sleep, and transforming into an
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humble, spiritual, watehful, and laborious servant, only one of
the ministers of Christ, it will not have been sent forth in vain.
. But I remark, in the next place, that a persuasion of the
near approach of the day of the Lord cannot but have a power-
ful effect in giving new life, and energy, and efficacy, to the
preaching even of those servants of Christ who have already,
through the grace of God, been in the main faithful, yea, emi-
nently faithful, in the discharge of their pastoral duties, both
public and private, and who have with the greatest zeal preach-
ed Christ, and him crucified. Who is there of them who does
not in secret mourn over his own leanness, and the small effect
of his ministry, in turning sinners to Christ? To you, then,
brethren, we would say in the spirit of meekness, and love,
and feeling our unworthiness to exhort you; yet even to you
we would with boldness say,—study deeply this subject, and
we are hopeful, yea, confident, that you will arise from the
inquiry no less deeply imbued with a conviction of the fallacy
of those views of a Millennium of happiness and purity in the
absence of the Bridegroom, which constitute a large portion
of the popular theology of this age, than with a lively persua-
sion of the near approach of the day of the Lord, and the
advent of the Bridegroom. And say whether this would not
give a more intense tone of solemnity and power to your de-
nunciations of the wrath of God against all ungodliness, and
unrighteousness of men; and whether it would not infuse a
new pathos,—a new tenderness of spirit into your handling of
the ministration of reconciliation, while standing as it were
upon the threshold of eternity, you pointed to the Cross of
Christ for the last time, as the only refuge of a perishing world!
It is, moreover, evident that the matter cannot rest where it
now is. In sending forth the doctrinal statement contained
in these pages, we in effect controvert so large a portion of the
traditionary expositions of the present day, that those who hold
them must give to the subject their attention, and either show
from the Scriptures that we have erred, or bend to the force of
our Scriptural arguments, acknowledging that they have hither-
to failed in declaring to the churches the whole counsel of God.
If any of our brethren should be displeased at the freedom
which we have used, we shall request them to lend an ear to
our apology, in the spirit of Christian meekness. We will
tell them, then, that it is in the integrity of our hearts, and in
the spirit of love to them, that we send forth this Scriptural
argument. The author of these pages once thought as they
now do, and was weaned from his early prejudices by slow
and patient investigation, Believing as he now does, he dares
not conceal his sentiments, He loves the approbation of his
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Christian brethren, but he loves more the approbation of his
Lord and Master, who has warned him of the danger of
hiding even his one talent from a sinful fear of the frowns and
displeasure of his fellow-men.

One word more and I conclude. Expeeting, as I do, the
personal presence of our glorified Lord on this earth during
the Millennium, I yet attach to it no carnal notions of a per-
sonal and familiar converse with men in the flesh. The pre-
sence of the Lord may be manifested ia a manner somewhat
analogous, but far more glorious than by the display of the
glory of the Divine Shechinah in the Holy of Holies. The
declarations of his presence are express and unequivocal in the
Scriptures, and time would fail me to bring them all before the
reader. The special type of that dispensation is (I think) to
be found in Jacob’s ladder, as expounded by our Lord himself
to Nathanael. But without the knowledge of this doctrine,
we conceive that not the prophecies of Balaam, of David, or
Isaiah, of Ezekiel, or Zechariah,—not the typical signification
of the Camp of Israel, nor of the Holy of Holies, nor of the
reign of Solomon, nor of the Jewish feast of Harvest or
Tabernacles can be fully understood, and a great portion of
the Scriptures thus remains a sealed book.

Without the presence of the Lord with the Millennial
church, the glory of the Levitical dispensation would also, in
so far as respects external manifestation, exceed that of the
Messiah in its most perfect state upon earth,—so that the chro-
nological argument brought forward in the following pages to
prove the speedy advent of the Lord, though in itself suffi-
cient to establish it, forms but a part of the mass of Scriptural
evidence upon which we rest the general doctrine of Messiah’s
advent and reign.

January 1st, 1828,
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I~ sending forth a second edition of this Tract, I shall take
some notice of a Pamphlet published in Paisley to which my
attention has recently been directed by an esteemed friend, a
minister of Christ. Its title is, “The Time of Christ’s Second
Coming identified with the Day c;f Judgment, &c. By the Author
of Millenarianism Indefensible.”

The former Tract of the author, which has not come in my
way, is so praised by the Religious Magazines, that it is proba-
ble both Pamphlets may be widely circulated. The first Tract
will be taken up by one every way competent for the task, I
shall therefore confine myself to the second; and in the fol-
lowing observations, I shall, for the terms, Millenarians and
Anti-Millenarians, substitute as often as possible the words,
Literalists and Spiritualists.

The anonymous writer having confined his strictures very .
much to the works.of Mx, Begg, although he has passed some
censures on a small Tract of hiiie, it becomes necessary for me
to ohserve, that Mr, Begg is a writer of a very recent date on
the Literal side. I have a high respéct for him, and have been
informed that his writings have been useful to many, though
my own laborious avocations have not permitted me to make
myself acquainted with more than a part of them. But yet, to
prove that Mr. Begg has erred, is not to prove the body of the
Literal school to have erred, since on certain points he has
widely diverged from the sentiments of the greatest writers of
that school.

It is, as he says, for the purpose of rescuing the doctrine of the
glorious appearing of our Saviour, from the low and paltry con-
ceptions which Millenarians have formed of it, that this author
has taken up his pen. He tells us that “in the Scripture the
doctrine of the second advent is uniformly associated with the
day of judgment, or with the final, irreversible, and eternal
destiny of all mankind.””* On the other hand, heaffirms that

*P.6.
64
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the views of the Literalists “lead inevitably to the conclusion,
that a large portion of the ungodly who may be alive at Christ’s
coming, and all the wicked dead, except a few of the most
flagrant transgressors, will be little affected by that event, be-
cause, if among the dead, they are not then to be raised, and
though alive, they may not be of those who shall be destroyed
—they may be introduced into Millennial bliss and felicity—
they may be ultimately saved. Indeed, with respect to the
largest portion of mankind, those whv have lived and died
previous to the supposed pre-millennial advent of Christ, and
who were neither righteous nor giants in crime;™ it is not easy
to see—if the views of our opponents be correct—that the
coming of our Lord will in the least degtee affect them.”

After some further observations, he thus contrasts with the
Literal scheme, which, as he imagines, has been placed by him
in its true colours, that which he calls the orthodox view.

“How much better does the orthodox view of this doctrine
accord with the general tenor of Scripture on this subject? In
this view, the coming of Christ is an event of such transcen-
dent importance, as to have an influence on our life as well as
our death. JNor is ils importance, or the necessity of making pre-
paration for ity in the least degree diminished by the consideration
that it may not happen for upwards of a thousand years.’’t :

We, however, can discern no ground for the authority
claimed by this anonymous writer, to stamp upon his own opi-
nions the character of erthodozy. Turning from those whom
we account blind guides, we fix our eyes on the Church.in a
better age, and we learn from her records, that the Lieral, or
Millenarian doctrine was then universally counted orthodox.
Papias, who conversed with the disciples of the apostles; Justin
Martyr; Irenaus, who was the hearer of Polycarp, the disciple
of John; Tertullian, and indeed all the Fathers before Origen,t
as well as many in the following age, were Literglists. Justin
Martyr expressly affirms that he and all Christians who were
orthodox'in all things, believed in the first resurrection before
the Millennium.§ Even J eawho rejects the Literal doc-
trine, dares not condemn it. is words are, “Quz licet non
sequamur damnare tamen non possumus quia multi virorum
Ecclesiasticorum et Martyrum ista dixerunt.” “Which things,

* Certain of the Literal writers believe that some of the most wicked will be
raised at the commencement of the Millennium. I myself have never arrived
at that conclusion.

+ Tract,]g. 11.

tEven Dr. Hamilton of Strathblane admits this to have been the case.
SeeIl_\Iis Wox;ik’ p- 308. . Dial

§ His words are Eyw ds xaus u Tivss ogfcyvimpeonss xara warra Xeioriaros ialogue
1L p. 313, Edit. Thiryr. R ¢
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though we follow not, yet we cannot condemn, since many
Doctors of the church and Martyrs have affirmed these things.”

Now, I ask this anonymous writer and his Reviewers; what
is the weight which attaches itself to their orthodoxy, when it
is found opposed to the orthodoxy of the whole of the Primitive
Church, as well_as_the septiments of many of the deepest
“Scriptural students of later times?

Before going further, I must offer a remark in reference to
the words in the passage last quoted from the anonymous
Tract, which are printed in Italics. In these words the author
is guilty of bearing that species of false testimony in favour of
his own doctrine which consists in not telling the whole truth:
for, according to this doctrine, it is not the exact truth, to say,
that the coming of Christ “may not happen for upwards of a
thousand years.”” He ought to have said, that “it shall as-
suredly not happen for upwards of a thousand years.”

The author of the Tract cannot certainly object to this cor-
rection, or deny that it exhibits a fair view of this part of his
system. And we shall afterwards see that it cuts up by the
very roots his main arguments against the Literal doctrine.

At the end of his next paragraph will be found the following
words:—“If we can succeed in showing by Seripture evidence,
that the coming of Christ is inseparably connected or asso-
ciated with the %)ay of Judgment, or with the everlasting de-
struction of the unrighteous, as well as with the eternal bless-
edness of the saints, the whole question is settled.”

But that the coming of Christ is inseparably associated with
the Day of Judgment is a truth held by us no less firmly than
by our opponents. In showing this, then, the anonymous
author settles nothing. In order to prove the truth of his own
doctrine, it would be necessary for him to show further, 1st,
That we and the whole Church of Christ in the first ages, have
erred in placing the second advent at the destruction.of the
Fourth, or Roman Monarchy. 2dly, That we err- in holding
the Day of Judgment to be commensurate with the Millennium.
Now, he has not been so imprudent as to attempt the proof of
the first of these points. Like his brethren of the same school,
he leaves it out of consideration, as if it had nothing to do with
the matters at issue, @vhereas it is the main question upon which
the whole controversy hangs. So, while he professes to enter
into the careful examination of the passage in Dan. vii. 9—14,
which contains the only circumstantial annunciation - of the
second coming of Christ to be found in the Old Testament, he
yet evades all explanation of what is intended by the coming
of one like the Son of Man, with the clouds of heaven. He,
indeed, afterwards offers a gratuitous assertion, that the Son of
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Man does not require to come personally, either to commence or bring
to a successful termination the war against the Beast. But does
this writer expect that we are to suffer this question to be de-
termined against the express assurance of the Written Word,
that the Man of Sin is to be destroyed by the brightness of the
Lord’s (nageweie Parousia) coming, and against the whole au-
thority of the Church of Christ in her best ages?

As to the second of the above points, the proof of which is
necessary on the part of the author of*the Tract, namely, that
we err in holding the Day of Judgment to be commensurate
with the Millennium, I find a great deal of desultory reasoning
in his Pamphlet. But it seems all to resolve itself into one
If)rinciple, viz: that the Millennium is too long a period for the

ay of Judgment, and that the whole transactions of that day
are to be despatched at once.

The Day of Judgment, according to the Literal view, is that
period of time when all things in the intelligent universe of
God, which are now involved in disorder, shall be brought
into complete order, all inequalities shall cease, all deformity
shall give place to perfect beauty, all iniquity be destroyed,
and be succeeded by perfect holiness. The very name given
to it in the Secriptures, of the GreaT Day, may teach us the
error of the common idea, that it is a day of twenty-four
hours, or even any short period of time. This day, it is quite
manifest, begins at the sitting of the judgment of the Ancient
of Days, in Dan. vii. 9, which was always by the ancient Church
identified with the Day of Judgment. It equally begins at the
sounding of the seventh Apocalyptic Trumpet, when great
voices are heard in heaven, declaring, among other things, that
“the time of the dead is come that they should be judged, and
to give reward to the prophets and saints, &c.”” Now, asthese
are things which confessedly helong to the last Judgment, we
have here all the demonstration that can result from the express
words of the Holy Ghost, that/the Day of Judgment begins at
the sounding of the Seventh Trumpet, which undeniably pre-
cedes the Millennium. On the other hand, it is equally mani-
fest, from Rev. xx. 12—15, that the last act of the judgment,
when Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire, must refer
to a time subsequent to the Millenniun®} even the same time
when Christ shall, according to 1 Cor. xv. 26, having destroy-
ed the last enemy, deliver up the kingdom to God, even the
Father.; Thus, then, when we go directly to the Scriptures
to trace the limits of that day, we are compelled to conclude,
that it includes in it the whole of that space during which our
Lord and his saints reign; when judgment (i. e. judicial au-
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thority,*) is given to them. And that this period is that of
their reign, is further manifest from Dan. vii. 22. It is also
the time, when the twelve Apostles are to sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.t

The sentiments of Mede on this subject are briefly stated in
the body of this Tract, but I shall here give a larger extract
from the epistle there referred to:—¢The Mother-Text of
Scripture whence the Church of the Jews grounded the name
and expectation of the Great Day of Judgment, with the circum-
stances thereunto belonging, and whereunto almost all the de-
scriptions and expressions thereof in the New Testament have
reference, is that vision in the seventh of Daniel, of a Session
of Judgment, when the Fourth Beast came to be destroyed;
where this great Assize is represented after the manner of the
great Synedrion, or Consistory, of Israel, wherein the Paler
Judiciit had his Assessors sitting upon seats placed semicircle-
wise before him, from his right hand to his left.” ’

Again, he says, “From this description it came, that the
Jews give it the name The Day of Judgment, and The Day
of the Great Judgment.”

Hence St. Paul learned that “the saints should judge the
world,” because it is said, that many thrones were set, and,
ver. 22, by way of exposition, that “Judgment was given to
the Saints of the Most High.”

“Hence the same Apostle learned to confute the false fear
of the Thessalonians, that the day of Christ’s coming was then
at hand; because that day could not be till the Man of Sin
was first come, and should have reigned his time appointed.
Forasmuch as Daniel foretold it should be so, and that his de-
struction should be at the Son of Man’s appearing with clouds,
whose appearing, therefore, was not to be till then,—whom the
Lord (saith he) shall destroy at the wigawis brightness of his
¢mng. '
€ After some more observations Mede thus reasons: “These
grounds being laid, I argue as followeth:

“The kingdom of the Son of Man and the Saints of the
Most High, in Daniel, begins when the Great Judgment sits.

“The kingdom in the Apocalypse, wherein the Saints reign
with Christ a thousand years, is the same with the kingdom of
the Son of Man and the Saints of the Most High in Daniel.

“Ergo, It also begins at the Great Judgment.

Having next given reasons from the Scriptures proving that
the kingdom in Daniel and that of 100%years in the Apocalypse

* Kgiua. Potestas et facultas judicandi.~—Schleusner.

+ Matt, xix. 28, Luke xxii. 30. t Supreme Judge.

64* .
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are one and the same, the learned commentator draws the con-
clusions which follow.

“Now, if this be sufficiently proved, that the thousand years
begin with the Day of Judgment; it will appear further out of
the Apocalypse, that the judgment is not consummate till they
be ended; for Gog and Magog’s destruction and the universal
resurrection are not till then, therefore the whole thousand
years is included in the Day of Judgment.

“Hence it will follow, that whatsogver Secripture speaks of
a kingdom of Christ to be at his second appearing or at the
destruction of Antichrist, it must needs be the same which
Daniel saw should be at that time, and so consequently be the
kingdom of a thousand years which the Apocalypse includes
between the beginning and consummation of the Great Judg-
ment.

“Ergo, That in Luke xvii. from ver. 20 to the end.

¢‘And that in Luke xix. 11 to 15, inclusively.

“And that in Luke xxi. 31, ‘When ye see these things come
to pass, know that the kingdom of God is at hand.” See what
went before, viz: ‘The Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory,” borrowed from Daniel.

“And that in 2 Tim. iv. 1, ‘I charge thee before God and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom.”

“By these we may understand the rest, taking this for sure
ground, that this expression of the ‘Son of Man coming in the
clouds of heaven,’ so often inculcated in the New Testament,
is taken from, and hath reference to the prophecy of Daniel,
being nowhere else found in the Old Testament.””*

Such, then, being our view of the Great Day of Judgment,
I observe, in the next place, that on the morning of this great
day, we believe from the Scriptures that our Lord comes from
heaven, raises his dead, and changes his living saints, who are
both forthwith caught up into the air to meet him. He then
pours out his judgments on the wicked, and afterwards in the
day of Armageddon, Rev. xvi. 16, he descends in flaming fire
followed by his saints to tread the wine-press. It is at this
period we believe, that the earth and the heavens are to be
purified by that fire, which is to destroy utterly the body of
the Roman empire, the fourth kingdom of Daniel. It is also
at this period, that we place the judgment of the quick in
Matth. xxv, 32.t In t}}is judgment it is perfectly plain from

* Mede’s Works, Book iv. Epist. xv.

+ This judgment being afler the Lord sits down on the throne of his glory,
must, I now believe, be subsequent in order and time to the day of Armaged-
don, It is the judgment of all nations remaining after that awful destruction,
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1 Cor. vi. 2, and other Scriptures, that the saints are as joint
asgessors to be with the Lord on his throne.

The wicked being now cut off from the earth, and the earth
renewed in beauty like the garden of Eden, the Holy City, the
heavenly Jerusalem, shall descend from God out of heaven,
and our Lord and his saints shall reign in that city, the place
of the soles of his feet being the Jerusalem that now is, rebuilt,
and its temple filled with his glory.*

During the whole of that dispensation the wicked dead shall
dwell in Hades, according to what is written in Ps. ix. ¢The
wicked shall be turned into Hades, bwe (Sheol,) and all the
nations which forget God.”” So also in Ps. xlix. 14, ¢Like
sheep they are laid in Hapes,t (Sheol); death shall feed upon
them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the
morning; their beauty is (appointed) to decay. Hades, (Sheol,)
is the dwelling for them.t But God will redeem my soul
from the power of Hapes, (Sheol,) for he shall receive me.”
Now, these passages are utterly incapable of any consistent in-
terpretation on the common scheme of a promiscuous resurrec-
tion of the just and unjust at that period, when we know that
Death and Hades shall be cast into the lake of fire, i. e. utterly
abolished, Rev. xx. 14. But on the Seriptural principle of a
double resurrection, first of the just and then of the unjust, the
language of the Psalmist is plain and intelligible, signifying
simply that during the Millennial dispensation, when the just
shall by the first resurgection have been redeemed from the
power of Hades, the unjust shall remain under it, their resur-
rection not taking place till a later period.

The Millennial dispensation being ended, is followed by the
rebellion of Gog, after the discomfiture of which, the last act
of the Great Judgment takes place by the resurrection of the
unjust, and, as we also suppose, of the righteous who have died
during the Millennium. After this we conceive it probable
that the earth will undergo a farther baptism by fire,§ when it
will be clothed by its final and celestial glory, and our Lord
having subdued all enemies, shall deliver up the kingdom to
God, even the Father,/

Now, as the rF1rsT ADVENT of Christ includes in it all that
he did and suffered when upon earth, and the whole period of

If, therefore, Mr. Begg means that it is parallel with Dan. vii. 9, 10,85 the
an‘onykrnous writer represents him to do, I must think that he in this point is
mistaken.

+ Ezek. xliii. 7. + Our English translation, in the graves, i8-wrong.

1 See Horsley in loco, also Castellio “ Eisque domicilium futurus est orcus.”

§ That there is to be a judgnent by fire before the Millennium, is plain from
Rev. xix. 20, and that there is to be a second desfruction by fire after the Mil.
lennium, is proved by Ch. xx. 9.
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time between his nativity in Bethlehem and his ascension to
heaven, so we conceive that his sEcoND ADVENT is to compre-
hend in it all those acts of the Great Judgment, and all that pe-
riod which shall intervene between his descent from heaven
with the Archangel and the Trump of God, and the final deli-
vering up of the kingdom. The second advent is therefore not
one event, but includes a long and complicated series of events, ex-
tending through ages of ages, all germinating towards higher,
and yet higher accomplishments and developments, of the
mighty plans of redemption.

I now return to the objections of the anonymous writer.

He affirms that on ourscheme a large portion of the ungodly
who shall be alive at Christ’s coming will be little affected by that
event, because they may not be among those who shall be de-
stroyed but may be ultimately saved.

Had he for the term ungodly in this passage used the word
unconverted, it would have been a fairer representation of our
sentiments. By the ungodly we are usually in the habit of un-
derstanding the wicked. Now, to represent us as expecting any
of the wicked to be saved in that day, is utterly false. Their
place will be the furnace of fire. Matth. xiii. 41, 42.

But ought we to be displeased if God shall find out some
other way wherein the unconverted may “be affected,”” (to use
the words of the writer himself,) than by their destruction? and
if in the midst of judgment He remembers mercy, and if while
he cuts off all the wicked of the earth and sweeps them into
the lake of fire, He is pleased also to glorify his free grace by
sparing multitudes, who, having not [heard the Gospel, and not
having] known their master’s will, shall have done things wor-
thy of stripes,* but after being chastened in the awful tribula-
tion of the last times, shall cry for mercy, and be spared and
introduced, not into the glory of the saints, but into the Sab-

“batism of the world under Messiah’s gentle sceptre?

Next, the writer affirms with respect to the great body of
the wicked dead, that on the Literal scheme they will be little
affected by the coming of Christ, because “they are not to be
raised al this fime; and it is not easy to see, if the views of our
opponents be correct, that the coming of the Lord will in the
least degree affect them.”” Having thus said that the fact of an
interval of a thousand years intervening between our Lord’s
descent from heaven and the resurrection of the wicked would
render his coming of none effect to them, the writer in his very
next paragraph uproots the principle of this objection by as-
serting that, on the orthodox view, the importance of the coming

+ Luke xii, 48,
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of Christ and the necessity of making preparation for it are not
in the least diminished by the consideration that it may (will)
not happen for upwards of a thousand years. *“We have (adds
the writer) the same deep and abiding interest in it whensoever it
may take place.” But if so, is it not equally manifest that
the wicked in Hades have the same deep and abiding, though
awful concern, in the coming of Christ, even though they shall
not rise for a thousand years after his appearance, since one of
the certain results of his coming shall be their resurrection to
damnation?

I cannot however fail to excite the admiration of the reader
when he is made acquainted with the circumstance, that
although this author states it as an insuperable objection to the
Literal scheme that it does not place the resurrection of the
wicked at a period sufficiently early, yet it does-in reality place
that resurrection at the very same moment of lime, as it is sup-
posed to take place on the Spiritual, or, as the writer will
have it, the Orthodox scheme. For let it be supposed that
the Millennium is to commence in any given year, the year
1870 for example, then, according to the Literal scheme, the
rest of the dead are to arise at the end of the Millennium com-
puted from that year; so on the Spiritual scheme at the end of
the Millennium, computed from the same year, Christ descends
from heaven, and raises both the righteous and wicked. On
both schemes, then, the wicked are raised at the same point of
time. Themain difference between the two is, that the Spiritual
or Antimillenarian system, robs the Church of the First-Born
of their glorious precedence in the order of the resurrection,
and detains them, as well as the wicked, in the disembodied
state, during the whole Millenary period.

I must now, however, proceed a step farther, and by showing
that the Premillennial Advent of Christ will most deeply affect
the wicked dead during the whole of that dispensation: Since
it cannot fail to add unspeakably to their anguish, and their
awful prognostications of coming judgment—and however little
it may harmonize with the theology of the schools, and how-
ever difficult it may be to explain it, yet we must on the au-
thority of the inspired Psalmist in the passages already quoted,*
acknowledge that the Scriptures teach the continuance of the
wicked in Hades, to be a part of their punishment.

Having thus considered some of the general arguments. of
the anonymous author, I now turn to his reasoning from the
Scriptures.

Let us first inquire how far the words of 2 Pet. iii. 3—14,

* Ps. ix, 17. xlix. 14,
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when compared with other Seriptures, justify the conclusion of
the author of the Tract, that a literal and entire destruction of the
present heavens and earth is thereby intended.

It is admitted by him, “that both Millenarians and Anti-
millenarians agree in referring the sublime scenes described
in the text of St. Peter fo the time of Christ’s second advent.”
Now, the advent is nowhere said to be for the destruction, but
always for the renovation of this lower creation. ¢Let the
heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; let the sea roar and the
fulness thereof; let the field be joyful, and all that is therein:
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord;
for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge
the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.””*
In like manner the words of St. Peter, Acts iii. 21, inform us,
that Christ comes at the times of the restitution of all things;
and the signification of arewsrasraci, apokatastasis, is properly
resloration to pristine conditien. It cannot by any possible in-
genuity be so perverted as to mean destruction.

So also all this lower creation is said to be waiting for the
manifestation of the Sons of God,t which, as we know from
Coloss. iii. 4, shall be when Christ shall appear; and the reason
why the creature thus waits, is because it shall then be deliver-
ed from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of
the children of God. In exact harmony with these passages
are the words of the Psalmist, quoted in the Epistle to the He-
brews, whereby we are informed, that the end of the folding
up the present heavens and earth is not destruction, but change.}

Nor do the words of St. Peter, when strictly analysed, lead
to a different conclusion. He does noteven use one expression
which signifies the destruction of the heavens and earth; in ver.
7, he says, that the present heaven and earth are reserved unto fire
unto the day of judgment and destruction of unconpLY MmEN. Here
is not a syllable of the destruction of the heavens and earth, but
only of the wicked of the human race. In ver. 9, he says the
heavens shall pass away, which is evidently another expression
for the folding up of the heavens mentioned by the Psalmist
and in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Then he tells us that the
elements being burned shall be dissolved. Now, the word s,
from which is abwrorra, in its strictest sense means to loose or
untie, and therefore the sense is, that the present combinations
of the elemental principles, which are the effect of the curse on
the earth by reason of the sin of man, shall by the fire of that
day be loosed. So also the earth, whereby is to be understood
the surface of the globe and the works that are therein, shall be

* Ps. xcvi. 11-—13. Seealso xcviii. 4—9, + Rom,viii.19. ¢ Heb. i. 12,
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burned. This expression, which is without doubt the strongest
in the whole passage,* yet does not imply the destruction of the
material substance of the globe, but only a change in it by fire.
In the 12th verse, we find it again said that the heavens bein
on fire shall be dissolved or loosed, and the elements shall melt
being burned. Still this language implies only the loosing of
the present combinations of the material frame of the world,
and we learn from the context, that it is preparatory to new
heavens and a new earth. That is, the former frame being
loosed, the elemental principles shall, under the plastic hand of
the Creator, assume those new combinations of ethereal beauty,
and light, and fragrance, under which the earth freed from the
curse, shall yield her fruit and bring forth herincrease.t Indeed,
the very word used, which is melt, seems to indicate that refine-
ment and not destruction is the end of the conflagration, seeing
that it is impossible to point out any process of melting except-
ing for the purposes of refinement, and giving new forms to
the substance which undergoes that process.

Next, as to the order and the time in which this stupendous
event shall be accomplished, we deny not that there-are diffi-
culties, but they are just similar to the difficulties which em-
barrassed the minds of the prophets, when they searched ¢‘what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow.”’1

As it is demonstrated in the following Tract, that the coming
of Christ is at the destruction of the Fourth Monarchy, or the
Roman empire in its last state, so it must hence be inferred that
the conflagration then begins. Accordingly, we are informed,
hoth in Dan. vii. 11, and Rev. xix. 20, that the destruction of
the Fourth Beast is by fire. This then we believe to be the
fire of St. Peter, whereby the heavens, that is, the atmosphere
of the earth, shall be dissolved and pass away. With respect
to the burning of the earth, the greater part of the Literal
School believe, that during the Millennium the fire is to extend
no further than the territories of the Fourth Beast, for his de-
struction and that of his lawless horn. But as we know that
every year on the return of Spring, the change in the atmos-
phere which then takes place, is sufficient to renew the face of
the earth, we find no difficulty in conceiving, that when the

+ I must here, however, observe, that the Syriac and also some ancient co-
pies of the Greek have here a different reading; instead of the words, “the earth,
d&c., shall be burned, they read, the earth, &c. shall not be found.”

t+ Ps. 1xvil. 6, and let'the reader attentively observe, that this state of the
earth is to be the consequence of Christ’s judging the people righteously. The
Psalm belongs then to the time when he shall judge the quick and dead at his
appearing and kingdom. t 1 Pet.i. 11 :
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present heaven shall have passed away by the action of fire,
and the atmosphere shall have literally put on the appearance,
as well as the reality, of a new Heaven shining with resplendent
brightness, and shedding down no pestilential influences, but
breathing the zephyrs of Eden,—this mighty atmospheric
change alone, will be enough to realize all that the Scriptures
tell us of the New Earth.

If, on the other hand, the conflagration before the Millen-
nium is to be universal, extending to the whole surface of the
globe, it remains that we should consider the objection of the
anonymous writer, that it is impossible that any individual should
be able to survive such a catastrophe; and, again, whither shall the
nations flee for saﬁzty while the heavens and the earth are enveloped
in ﬂaminf fire. Now, all such arguments, when sifted thorough-
ly, will be seen to resolve themselves into direct atheism. They
are founded not indeed upon the avowed principle that God
cannot do this thing, but upon the secret unbelief of his
power, or his willingness, to save his creatures from such a
conflagration. It seems to have been in the foresight of such
atheistical reasoning that the Spirit of God speaking in the
102d Psalm, after pronouncing the end that awaits the heaven
and the earth that now are, next adds the words which follow, to
show, that in the midst of these mighty changes, the unchange-
ableness of Jehovah is to be a sufficient security to his children
for their preservation: “But thou art the same, and thy years
shall have no end. The children of thy servants shall con-
tinue, and their seed shall be established before thee.”” If
Moses at the Red Sea had reasoned thus, Israel must have
perished in the mighty waters—for it was by faith, and not by
unbelief, that they passed through the Red Sea.*

In reply to the reasoning of this writer with respect to the
judgment in Matth, xxv. 31—46, I shall just observe, that it
18 quite impossible that the all nations gathered before the
Lord can mean the whole human race, since we learn from
Ps. xlix. 14, 15, that the wicked shall remain in Hades at the
time the just are raised. This is also confirmed by 1 Thess.
iv. 16, which tells us, that the dead in Christ arise first, and
with respect to the quick or living saints, when our Lord
comes, we are informed they ascend with the raised saints to
meet the Lord in the air, and so sudden is that event that two
women shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken to
meet the Lord and the other left.t There is not a word in
these passages of all nations being first assembled before him
and then separated into two bands. The whole description

* Heb. xi. 29, + Matth, xxiv, 41.
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will, in point of fact, quite as little suit the scheme of the
Spiritualists as they conceive it to be reconcileable to ours.*

The anonymous writer then passes on to the review of Dan.
vii. 9—14, relating to the Judgment of the Ancient of Days
and coming of the Son of Man, and there are three things
which he here chiefly animadverts upon.  First, The assertion
of Mr. Begg that the thrones were placed on the earth. Now,
on this point I think Mr. Begg errs. It appears to me quite
evident that the thrones must be placed where Christ first
arrives on his descent from heaven (see 1 Thess. iv. 17).
Secondly, The anonymous writer charges us with inconsistency
because we interpret the Session of the Ancient of Days figura-
tively, and the coming of the Son of Man literally. Our answer
to this objection is, that the language of the 110th Psalm, “Sit
thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy foot-
stool,”” makes it manifest, that there is to be a putting forth of
the power of the Eternal Father, in subjecting the enemies of
Christ to his righteous dominion. This is also confirmed by
Rev. xi. 15, for when the seventh trumpet sounded, “there
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdom of our Lorp and of His
Curist.” It appears from the distinction of persons that the
expression ‘‘our Lord” here refers to the Kternal Father.
Moreover, when the elders afterwards fall prostrate and say,
«“We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art,
and wast, and art to come, because thou hast taken to thee thy
great power and hast reigned,” it is evidently the Almighty
Father who is addressed. This conclusion, at which I had
previously arrived in my own mind, I find is also that of the
learned Vitringa.t

Let the reader also bear it in mind that the kingdom referred
to is that of this world, over which the Beast had heretofore
reigned. But the sentence of deposition is now passed upon
him, and the Eternal Father does for a short time take to him-
self the kingdom for the purpose of introducing m1s KING, the
Lord Messiah, and installing him in his high office. Let it be
observed in the next place, that this intermediate kingdom of
the Father is no symbol, it is to the wicked an azful, and to the
righteous a joyful reality. But the Father himself being essen-
tially invisible, his kingdom is also essentially invisible, as well

* There is a Chapter on the order of events connected with the Advent in
the 3d edition of my work on the Apocalypse, to which I must refes the reader.
It is chap. zix. )

+ “Vertunt Presbyteri orationem suam ad Deum Patrem Regem Throno
insidentem.” ‘“The Elders direct their prayer 1o God the Father sitting on
ﬂ:i?i throge.” Scott also seems to acknowledge that the Father is primarily
addressed.

65
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as the agency of the judgment which He executes. If, how-
ever, these things are to be revealed to the church in prophetic
vision, it becomes necessary that it should be done by external
imagery manifest to the senses, since the things themselves cannot
be seen by mortal eyes; and we are struck with wonder at the
exact adaptation of the imagery of Daniel to that which is in-
tended. The reign of the Eternal Father over the earth at
this epoch is signified by the removal, as it were, of his throne

~to the atmosphere of this globe. The Beast and his lawless
Horn are by figure summoned to the bar, and the sentence of
death is passed on them, and its execution begins.

At length the Son of Man is presented before the throne,
amidst the mighty thunderings of the symphonies of acclaim-
ing thousands and ten thousands, that He only is worthy to receive
this power: and he is solemnly invested with the kingdom.
Now, seeing that this Son of Man is our brother, one with us,
and we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his hones,
and He is the Bridegroom come to take to himself the Bride,
the Immanuel, God with us, and seeing that all Scripture as-
sures us that his second coming shall be with clouds, and every
eye shall behold him, it is therefore just at the moment when
he appears, that we believe the transition takes place, from the
Siguratize to the literal, from the spiritual to the corporeal, from
the invisible to the visible; and when our opponents continue to
symbolize after the coming of the Son or Maw, and to tell us,
contrary to all Scripture and the unanimous voice of the
ancient church, and the very express Scriptural declaration
that He shall destroy the man oF sIN with the brightness of his
coming,* that Christ ¢“does not require to come personally’ for
that end, we must say in answer, let God be true and every man
a ligr; and though all shall join as one man in this unequalled
perversion of the Divine testimony, we shall say, let God be
true and every man a liar.

+ The third point upon which the anonymous writer animad-
fiverts, is the assertion of Mr. Begg, confirmed by the testimony
fof Mr. Faber, that it is while the Ancient of Days was sitting
in judgment (Dan. vii. 9, 10) that one like the Son of Man
came with clouds and was brought near before him. The
anonymous author, however, asserts that so far as the testimony
of Daniel goes, the judgment was finished before the Son of
Man appeared.t
* 2 Thess. ii, 8
t Although I have argued this point below.on grounds distinct from the di-
rect testimony of Dauiel himself, yet even from liis testimony it is plain that
the Son of Man comes during the sitting of the Judgment. For is it not while

the Ancient of Days is sitting on the threne which is placed for the judgment
that the Son of Man is brought near unto him} Also in ver. 21, 22, it is said
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Mr. Faber has been known as a writer on prophecy for
tyenty-eight years, and I have been writing on it for twenty-siz
years, nor did I dare to take up my pen on so high a subject
till after a previous study of four or five years. Now, hergis
a point on which Mr. Faber and myself, who have so often
been engaged in controversy, are perfectly agreed, viewing it
as quite indisputable.* Without apparently having looked into
Mr. Faber’s Sacred Calendar, where the point is discussed at
some length, this author quarrels with him for not producing
the evidence. In my dissertation on the Apocalypse, which
is the result of thirty years’ labour,t I have by Secriptural in-
duction established an order of events, which necessarily in-
cludes the point under discussion. But without having appa-
rently seen my work, this writer quarrels with me because in
a small Tract of forty pages I have not produced the evidence.
Since, however, he does ask for evidence, it shall be given him.
Let him know then, that his own very next paragraph contains
the evidence which he requires. He there admits, that it fol-
lows from what is said in Rev. xix. 11—21, that the_Beast is
destroyed by the special agency of the Son of Man. Now, if
50, the Son of Man, being the agent in executing the judgment
and treading the wine-press, must be come before the work is
done, i. e. before the judgment of the Ancient of Days, which
ends in the destruction of the Beast, is finished. This, verily,
is a mere truism. It simply affirms that He who actually treads
a wine-press is present at the scene of operations. I pretend
not to any gift of sagacity in discovering this, and I am sorry
to take up my own time and that of my readers with such an
argument. We shall give a second proof. The seven vials of
the wrath of God are the Apocalyptic representation of the
same events as are signified in Dan. vii. by the judgment of
the Ancient of Days. This judgment ends in the giving the
body of the Beast to the Burning flame, and in like manner
the vials end with the treading of the wine-press and the cast-
ing the Beast and False Prophet alive into the lake of fire, Now,
from Rev. xiv. 15—20, it is manifest Christ comes with clouds,
and reaps the harvest of the earth before the wine-press is
trodden. From Rev. xvi. 15, it is equally manifest that he
comes during the vials, and consequently, for both reasons, he

that the Little Horn frevailed againstthe Saints, not only until the Ancient of
Days came, but until judgment, potestas judicandi, judicial power, is given to
the saints of the Most High. It hence follows, that before the complete de-
struction of the Horn, the 8on of Man and his saints are invested with the
power in entire harmony with Rev. xix.

* Mede also says, “ While this judgment sits, and when it had destroyed the
Fourth Beast, the Son of Man, w{itch comes with clouds, receives dominions,”
&e. t I mean the third edition.
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certainly comes during the sitting of the judgment of the An-
cient of Days. '

I hope the foregoing arguments may convince the anony-
mous author that the above position, which he has rashly as-
serted to be gratuitous, is supported by the most irrefragable
evidence.

As it is now time for me to draw these strictures to a close, I
shall content myself with very briefly poticing one or two other
points.

The anonymous author affirms that Christ is even now ruling
the nations with a rod of iron. I must, however, assure him
that this is an error. The Lord must be set as King on his
holy hill of Zion, i. e. He must receive the kingdom of his
Father David, before he takes to him hisiron rod.*’ When he
is first revealed coming with clouds, he wears not yet the
aiadnua, Diadem, but only the Srepars, Crown. Nor is he first
manifested as the minister of wrath, but of mercy. Sitting on
a white cloud he reaps the harvest of the earth, which is the
gathering of the remnant of his elect; the 144,000 sealed ones
having been previously caught up. Now, 18t me here ask the
author to explain to us the exact signification of some of these
symbols, as, for example, the Stephanos, or Crown, and the Dia-
dem. Am I doing him injustice when I express my firm con-
viction that it has never even entered into his imagination that
they have any special meaning, and, therefore, that he knows
nothing at all of their signification, and of the connection of
these various symbols with the order of Apocalyptic events,
and the progressive manifestations of the Kingdom of God? I
must refer him to my Work on the Apocalypse for the signifi-
cation of these symbols, and he will learn from what I have
written, our reasons for believing that the Lord’s ruling the
nations with a rod of iron belongs to a period subsequent even
to his first appearance with clouds to reap the earth.

He asserts that all the members of the Church cannot be pre-
sent at the marriage, if it take place before the Millennium. I
reply, in the first place, that it is undeniable, from Rev. xix. 7,
that the marriage does precede the Millennium. _Secondly, It
is plain that this author overlooks the distinction between the
Church of the First Born, thatis, the Bride, and the Virgins which
are the companions of the Bride.t I must therefore state what
we believe on these points. When the wise virgins go in with
our Lord to the marriage, it is our belief that the Church of
the First Born or First Fruits is completed, and ihat door for
ever shut; nor shall one of the race of Adam thereafter enter it.

# Compare Psalm ii. 6—9, with Rev. xix, 15, + Psalm xlv. 9,14,
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The saved afterwards do not, and cannot, inherit that glory.
They shall indeed walk in the light of the New Jerusalem,*
but they are not citizens of it. They shall inherit a felicity
which eye hath not seen nor ear heard; but to be joint heirs
with Christ—to sit with him on his Throne—to be the sharers
bf his dominion over all worlds, and the heralds of his high
behests of light, of purity, of love, and of blessedness, to all
orders of intelligent creation, and the most distant regions of
immeasurable space, we believe to be limited to those who,
having suffered with Christ, shall also reign with him, even the
Church of the First Born, whose names are written in heaven.t

We know that these high mysteries must appear strange to
those who drink only from broken cisterns. But the body of
the Church, in these days, being contented with elemental truth,
cannot but remain, as to knowledge, in a state of infancy.

Still let me add, (to prevent the imputation of boasting,) that
we do not by any means count ourselves to h[ave apprehended.
We deeply feel our remaining ignorance. ! It is extremely
probable, that, with regard to the order of events at our Lord’s
advent, we are mistaken in some things, and there are other
things which we confes our inability to explain. But we are
assuredly not mistaken in placing the Advent itself before the
Millennium, this point being unanswerably demonstrated from
the Secriptures, in the Tract, of which a second edition is now
sent forth. We are assuredly also not mistaken in placing the
conflagration which destroys the Roman Empire before the
Millennium,} and there will be enough of fire there for the
perdition of every ungodly man on earth.§ Once more, we
are assuredly not mistaken in placing the MARRIAGE oF THE
Lawms previous to the Millennium, since, in Rev. xix. 7, we
are informed that it happens before He goes forth to tread the
Wine Press. Now, as a marriage in the absence of the Bride-
groom i8 an utter solecism in the economy of human life, so do
the songs of praise which, in the above passage, ascend up in
celebration of the arrival of the celestial nuptials, make it evi-
dent, even to demonstration, that the days of the fastingand
mourning of the children of the bride chamber, on account of
the absence of the Bridegroom, are passed away for ever.

September 17th, 1833.

I ——— i i s e

* Rev. xxi. 4.

t May not oue wgamamimiras in Eph. i. 12, refer to the Church of the first born,
and may not the meaning of the Apostle in Eph. ii. 7, be to mark or designate by
the word ursg@2anerr2 the grace which shall distinguish in the ages to come
[ov wous asss emegyouemoic] the “first born” from those who shall afterwards be
saved? Macknight’s note from Chandler on Epb. i. 12, is not entirely satisfac-
tory.

Y t Dan. vii. 11, Rev. xix. 20, § Matth. xiii. 41, 42.
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THE

SECOND ADVENT OF MESSIAH.

In replying to the queries of D. D. in your Number for
July, it will become necessary to embrace a wide field of
Scriptural research.

I feel no hesitation in acknowledging that wherever a future
advent or presence, magweiz, Parousia, of our Lord is foretold
in Scripture, we who believe in his personal advent and reign,
do understand one and the same advent to be uniformly in-
tended; and that we ground this conclusion upon the careful
comparison of Seripture with Scripture, according to the rule
so clearly established and illustrated by Bishop Horsley, in
his sermons upon the words of Peter, “No prophecy of the
Scripture is of any private interpretation.”*

Before entering into the consideration of the Scriptural evi-
dence in support of the above conclusion, I shall place before
the reader the following luminous passage from the works of
Joseph Mede, wherein he lays down the great leading princi-
ple which is to conduct us through all our inquiries into the
chronology of prophecy—wishing it to be clearly understood,
at the same time, that I do not bring forward this passage as
the foundation of my reasoning, but simply as illustrative of
its principles. “For the true account of Times in Secripture,
we must have recourse to that SACRED KALENDAR and GREAT
ALMANACK OF PROPHECY, the four kingdoms of Daniel, which
are a prophetical chronology of times measured by the succes-
sion of four principal kingdoms, from the beginning of the
captivity of Israel, until the.mystery of God should be finish-
ed. A course of time during which the church and nation of
the Jews, together with those, whom, by reason of their un-
belief in Christ, God should surrogate in their rooms, was to
remain under the bondage of the Gentiles and oppression of
Gentilism; but these kingdoms once finished, all the kingdoms

*2 Pet. i. 20, 21.
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of this world should become the kingdoms of our Lord and
his Christ—and to this Great Kalendar of Times, together with
that other but lesser Kalendar of Seventy weeks (Dan. ix.),
all mention of times in Scripture seems to have reference.”*

The first text in the chronological prophecies wherein we
find the second advent clearly predicted, is Dan. vii. 13, 14,
After beholding in the preceding context, the judgment exe-
cuted by the Ancient of Days on the body of the fourth Beast,
or the Roman empire in its last state, the prophet adds, «I
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
Days, and they brought him near before him. And there was
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peo-
ple, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion
18 an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

If it be asked, to what period in the general chronology of
prophecy this vision belongs, the answer must be, that it
clearly and indisputably is to be referred to that season, when
the seventh Apocalyptic trumpet having sounded, great voices are
heard in heaven, that “the kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall
reign for ever and ever.’t In other words, the advent of
Messiah described by Daniel, takes place at the destruction of
the fourth, or Roman monarchy, and immediately before the
Millennium.—And that this is the case, is now so universally
admitted by the interpreters of prophecy, that to enter upon
the proof of it were altogether superfluous. Let the reader
who is uninformed on the general subject, only consider with
care and attention the parallel passages of Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44,
45, and Dan. vii. 9—14, 18, 22, 26, 27, and then compare both
with Rev. xi. 15, xix. and xx., and he cannot for a moment
remain in doubt that they all refer to the same period and the
same ‘events.

Passing on now to the New Testament, we find our atten-
tion arrested by a remarkable annunciation in St. Paul’s pro-
phecy of the MaN oF siN, in 2 Thess. ii. 3—12, which exactly .
fixes the chronology of our Lord’s advent,and pins it down to
the time of the destruction of that power. Having in the con-
text given a lively description of the MAN oF sIN, the Apostle,
in ver. 8, adds these emphatic words, ¢whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, xu xzragyrou m erigarua me
magevaing avrw, and shall destroy (abolish) with the brightness of
his coming.” Believing with the whole of the Protestant
Churches, that this Man of Sin is an ecclesiastical tyranny

+ Mede’s Apostasy of the Latter Times, Chap. xii. + Rev. xi. 15,



OF MESSIAH. 33

which was to arise in the professing Church of Christ, within
the limits of the Western empire, we discern in the prophetic
description an exact delineation of the Pore or RomE, and
we thus are led to identify St. Paul’s Man or Sin with
Daniel’s LirrLe Horw of the Fourth Beast. Now since it is
undeniable, and has been acknowledged by the Church of God
in all ages, that the Man of Sin is to be destroyed before the
Millennium, we are necessarily obliged to conclude that the
brightness of our Lord’s coming, whereby St. Paul announces
that its destruction is to be effected, does also precede the Mil-
lennium; and, therefore, that it is the self-same coming of the
Lord with the clouds of heaven, predicted by Daniel in his
seventh chapter, at the same prophetic season, viz: that of the
destruction of the fourth beast with his lawless horn. This
advent must also be identified with that announced in Rev. xix.
11—21, whereby the Beast and False Prophet, i. e. the powers,
secular and spiritual, of the Roman empire are finally destroy-
ed—which events are immediately succeeded by the period of
the Millennial blessedness.

The coming of the Lord with the clouds of heaven, an-
nounced in Matth. xxiv. 30, Mark xiii. 26, and Luke xxi. 27,
is also proved to be the same advent as that predicted in the
former passages, from its being connected in time by the
Evangelist Luke with the fulfilment of the times of the Gen-
tiles, and the re-establishment of the Jewish nation;* which
events are, by the concurring voice of the best interpreters of
prophecy, placed synchronically with the end of the Roman
monarchy, and the commencement of the Millennium.t  Thus
Mede, the father of prophetic interpretation, reasoned, “When,”
says he, “St. Luke’s times of the Gentiles are finished, then
shall be signs in the sun and moon: the Son of man comes also
in the clouds of heaven, (ver. 27) the redemption of Israel (ver. 28)
and the kingdom of God (ver. 31) is at hand.”” Works, Book
iv. Epistle viii.

In Rev. xiv. 14, one like the Son of Man is seen sitting upon
a white cloud. * Upon similar grounds we identify this appear-

* See Luke xxi. 24.

t Let no one suppose that these synchronisms, in which the interpreters of
prophecy are agreed, are founded on arbitrary or fanciful principles. The
one I have now mentioned may thus be proved. The Armageddon Qf. St.
John, Rev. xvi. 16, is evidently the same with the Jehoshaphat of Joel iii. 2,
12. Now in 8t. John’s war of Armageddon, the Beast and False Prophet, or
the powers secalar and spiritual of the Roman empire, are to be destroyed,
Rev. xix. 19, 20, and in Joel’s war of Jehoshaphat, Judah and Jerusalem are
to be restored, Joel iii. 1,2, therefore, the restoration of Judah and the destrue-
tion of Rome are synchronical. This accordingly has been the tradition of
the Jewish Church from the earliest ages, as might easily be proved, were
there room for it, from the Jewish writings.
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ance with the advent already so often mentioned: because it
corresponds in time with the harvest or gathering of the eleet,*
and with the vintage or treading of the wine-press of wrath:
which scene of vengeance is in Rev. xix. 15, placed at the
advent of our Lord, before the Millennium, as itis in Is. Ixiii.
1—9, and Joel iii. 1, 2, 13, 14, connected in time with the
national redemption of Israel, which also takes place before the
Millennium.

Once more, when on referring to the Greek versions of the
Old Testament on Zech. xii. 10—12, I find in the Septuagint
(according to the reading of Justin Martyr and Ignatius) and
in the versions of Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion, that the
words “And they shall look upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son,”
—*“and the land shall mourn, every family apart,” have in the
Greek so close a resemblance to the forms of expression used
by the Apostle in Rev. i. 7, ¢“and every eye shall see him,
and they also which pierced him, and all the tribes of the earth
shall wail because of him,”’} that it is impossible for me not to
conclude, that the Holy Spirit, in guiding his servants in these
places to use such identity of phraseology, intended to point

* Compare Rev. xiv, 15, 16, with Matth. xiii. 30, and xxiv. 31.

t The Greek words in Zechariah are as follows, Ku by elorras Tgos ut g o
b Tarar, xas xoovras ems avror &C. X xoYeTasn yn xava ¢uhas guras. The words
of the Greek in Rev. i. 7, are Kas oferas avroy mag opfaruor, xas citives avroy
sZexsyTaoay kas xoorras ox’ auror waoas ai guaas wns 4ue,  All the English editions
of the Seventy being from the Vatican, for ¢v ¢exerrnoar read ard’ &y xavagynoarre,
which, as Horne justly observes, is unintelligible. “But Ignatius, Justin
Martyr, and the Pachomian MS. read sfuwrsoar.” See Ewing’s Lexicon on
the word Karogysouas. This remark of Mr. Ewing I have verified, so far as
respects Justin Martyr, who, in his first Apology, and in his Dialogue with
Trypho, has the reading u ér fexorrnoay. 1learn from the notes of my own
copy of the Seventy (Frankfort, 1597) that Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodo-
tion have the same words; but I have not been able to consult their versions.

Should it be asked why I refer to the Greek rather than the English copies,
to establish the identity of Zech. xii. 10—12, and Rev. i. 7, my answer is, that
I was long wedded, by early prejudices, to the common opinion about our
Lord's advent, and that it was by a very slow and cautious process of investi-
gation, carried on through a series of years, that I was at length enabled to

iscern the truth. Now in our English version the parallelism of the above
two passages is scarcely perceptible. Our translators, by adopting the expres-
sion all the families of the land, in Zechariah, while in Rev.i. 7, it is afl the
tribes of the earth, have given to them features of dissimilarity which have no
existence in the Greek versions. An English reader may at once understand
this by substituting the words all the tribes of the earth,in Zechariah, for the
former expression. Now I argue that the Holy Spirit, in directing John to
adopt the very language of the Seventy, has identified the two passages. I
recollect well the deep and lively impression of surprise made on my mind,
on first referring to these texts in the Greek Scriptures, and discovering their
identity. It formed a new and powerful link in the chain of evidence whereby
1 was, by slow steps, feeling my way to the true doctrine of the Scriptures con-
cerning the advent, and in these explanations the reader will discern the rea-
son of my referring to the Greek rather than the English Scriptures.
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out to us, that one and the same event is predicted in both,
But the prophecy of Zechariah, whereof the above words form
a part, evidently relates to the restoration and conversion of
the Jews, which confessedly take place before the Millennium:
and thus we are led to the conclusion that our Lord’s advent
with the clouds in Rev.i. 7, also precedes the Millennium,
and is to be identified with the advent in Dan. vii. 13,

To the whole of the foregoing passages may be added the
words of our Lord in Matth. xxvi. 64, and Mark xiv. 62,
“‘Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right
hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven.”” There
are, it is true, no chronological marks in these texts, to show
the precise period to which they refer? yet as the advent of
Christ is described in language so nearly similar to that of the
prophet Daniel, I may well adopt the words of Mede, to
signify my unalterable conviction that our Lord, in using the
expressions recorded in the Gospels, intended to direct the
attention of the Jewish rulers to the prophecy of Daniel. «I
shall never believe,’” says Mede, ¢‘but that all those places of
the Son of Man’s coming and appearing in the clouds of
heaven mentioned in the Gospels and the Apocalypse i. 7, are
the same with the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds,
prophesied by Daniel at the extinction of the fourth Beast
(chap. vii.), and that the Holy Ghost in the New Testament
hath reference thither both for words and meaning.”’—Works,
Book iv. Epistle x.

Having thus reviewed the principal passages of prophecy,
wherein our Lord’s advent is described either chronologically
or circumstantially, it remains that I should examine whether
the advent spoken of in all the foregoing passages, which has
been shown to be one and the same, be, as is the current doc-
trine of the Protestant churches of the present day, a figura-
tive, spirilual, and symbolical advent, or the real, personal, and
glorious coming of our Lord to judge the quick and the dead.

In the New Testament there are three nouns substantive
used to signify the advent. The first is Azwanviss, Apokalypsis,
revelation, the second Emgarus, Epiphaneia, appearance, and the
third, Magwas, Parousia, coming or presence.

The first of these words, Azsaavdi, occurs in the following
passages; 1 Cor. i. 7, “Waiting for the REVELATION of Jesus
Christ:” 2 Thes. i. 7, At the reveraTion of Jesus Christ
with his mighty angels:”” 1 Pet. i. 7, “Might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the REVELATION of Jesus
Christ:” ver. 13, “Hope for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the REVELATION of Jesus Christ,”

The second, Erpaius, occurs in 2 Tim. is 10, in reference to
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the first coming of our Lord in the flesh; and in relation to his
second coming in the following texts.—1 Tim. vi. 14, «Until
the aprEARING of our Lord Jesus Christ:”” 2 Tim. iv. 1,4Who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his APPEARING and his
kingdom:” ver. 8, ¢Unto all them that love his ApPEARING:”
Tit. ii. 18, “Looking for that blessed hope and @Lor10oUS AP-
PEARING of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”’

The third word, Tagwei, occurs four times in the xxiv. chap-
ter of Matthew, ver. 3,“What shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the age?’” ver. 27, ‘“As the lightning, &ec. so
shall the coming of the Son of Man be:’” ver. 37, ¢‘As were
the days of Noah, so shall the comineg of the Son of Man be:”’
and to the same effect in ver. 39. 1 Cor. xv. 23, “They that
are Christ’s at his coming:”” 1 Thes. ii. 19, “Are not even ye
in the presence of our Lord Jesus at his coming?”’ chap. iii.
13,%At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints:”
iv. 15, “We which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord,” v. 23, <“Your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the comineg of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

The same word is also used in reference to the advent of our
Lord in the following passages: 2 Thes. ii. 1, 2 Pet. iii. 4,
James v. 7, 8, 1 John il. 28, and to the coming of the day of
the Lord in "2 Pet. iii. 13. It is used for the coming or pre-
sence of Paul with the churches, 2 Cor. x. 10, Philip. i. 26, ii.
12. The coming of Antichrist, 2 Thes. ii. 9; the coming of
Stephanas and others, 1 Cor. xvi. 17; the coming of Titus, 2
Cor. vii. 6, 7.

From the review of the whole foregoing passages the un-
avoidable inference is, that amuasdic, Apokalypsis,and Emiearua,
Epiphaneia, and Nuguwosz, Parousia, are indiscriminately used to
signify the second personal advent of our Lord to judge the
world: nor does it appear that any of these words is ever used
to denote the spiritual or figurative revelation, or appearance, or
advent, or presence of any object, or person which can be the
object of sense. Thus, though Azwaruiss be employed to signify
the discovery of spiritual truth to the mind, yet, to the best of
my recollection, it is never used for the merely spiritual dis-
covery of Christ himself to the mind. There is one text, Gal.
i. 16, which I was inclined to consider as an exception to this
remark; but as we know that the discovery of Christ to Paul,
was by a personal appearance or revelation (ver. 12), the text
which I thought an exception does rather powerfully corrobo-
rate the general argument. Nor does the revelation of the
Father spoken of by our Lord in Matth. xi. 27, form any ex-
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ception; for the person of the Father, being that which no man
hath or can see, the revelation of Him can only be spiritual.

Next with respect to the word Empama, Epiphaneia, the signi-
fication of it as given by Schleusner is apparitio rei corporee et
lucide:* and he adds that it was particularly employed by the
Greeks to denote the appearance of their gods with circum-
stances of external splendour. We have, moreover, seen that
in 2 Tim. i. 10, it is used to signify the first coming of our
Lord in the flesh: to maintain, therefore, that when it is em-
ployed in reference to his future advent it may simply mean a
figurative or spiritual coming, i. e. no coming at all, were to trifle
with the sacred word, and to do violence to language, and to
trample under foot every principle of certain interpretation,

Lastly, with regard to Tagwsie, Parousia, if it can possibly
bear the signification of a spiritval coming, then may the coming
of Stephanus and Fortunatus and Achaicus to the churches,
mentioned in the foregoing passages, have been spiritual and
not personal; which being. evidently an absurd idea, the sup-
posed sense of the word from which it is deducible cannot be
supported.

Now, it will be recollected that the coming of our Lord to
destroy the Man of sin in 2 Thes. ii. 8, is expressed by the
union of two of the above nouns my mmoanig o magavsias aimevs by the
brightness of his coming: and if neither of them, when used singly,
can denote a spiritual advent, much less can they when conjoin-
ed; and if each of them, when employed separately, indubitably
mean a personal and corporeal manifestation and presence,
much more must they when united. So that if the foregoing
expression do not mean the personal and glorious advent of
our Lord, then is human language incapable of being interpret-
ed on any sure and fixed principles. Since, therefore, we are
thus driven to the conclusion, that the glorious coming of Christ
takes place at the destruction of Antichrist; and since this de-
struction occurs, by the unanimous consent of the church of
God in all ages, before the Millennium; it follows also, that Christ
comes in glory to judge the world before the Millennium. It
was thus that Mede, by comparing Scripture with itself, was
led to form the like conclusion which he expresses as follows:
“Whatsoever Seripture speaks of a kingdom of Christ to be at
his second appearing or at the destruction of Antichrist, it must
needs be the same which Daniel saw should be at that time,
and so consequently be the kingdom of 1,000 years; which the
Apocalypse includes betwixt the beginning and ending of the
‘Great Judgment.” ” Mede’s Works, Book iv. Epistle xv.t

* The appearance of a thing corporeal and resplendent.
+ The common opinion of the day in which the secrets of men are to be re-
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In exact harmony with the whole of the above reasoning is
the declaration of the Apostle in 2 Tim. iv. 1, that our Lord
Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead, x«ra ¥ migarsay
avtov xu Tav Bigiauay aitw, AT HIS APPEARING AND HIS KINGDOM.
For the Scriptures tell us of no other kingdom of the Messiah
than the one revealed in Dan. vii. 13, 14, and no other appear-
ing (yet to come) than that mentioned in 2 Thess. ii. 8, for the
destruction of Antichrist: therefore it certainly follows that his
coming in Dan. vii. 13, and his appearing in 2 Thess. ii. 8, are
his glorious and personal advent to judge the quick and the
dead. And since both these texts refer to a time preceding
the Millennium, it follows thatﬁ;r Lord’s coming to judge the
quick and the dead is before the illenniumg

I proceed now to fortify the whole of the preceding conclu-
sions by one or two auxiliary arguments. I observe then that
to speak of a future spirilual or figurative or incorporeal advent
of our Lord to thisworld is directly to oppose the Scriptures: for
when @ cloud received him out of the sight of his gazing disciples,
they were immediately assured, ‘“This same Jesus, who is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.”* To maintain then, that his advent
with the clouds, revealed in Dan. vii. 13, and so many other pas-
sages of Scripture, is not real and personal and corporeal, but figu-
rative and spiritual and incorporeal, which is the current doc-
trine of the present day, is in plain contradiction to the words
of the angels. Moreover, our Lord, in Spirit or as to his Di-
vine nature, has never been absent from the world. “Lo,Iam
with you always, even unto the end of the age.”t Indeed, as
the ETERNAL worD, by whom all things were created and con-
sist,; He is essentially omnipresent. On the other hand, to say
that in his human nature he is to come spiritually, is in reality
to deny that he possesses proper and complete humanity, which
can only be present where it is bodily. Aceordingly it may be
inferréd from the words of Peter (Acts iii. 19—21,) that when

vealed, and every hidden thing brought into judgment. Eccles. xii. 14, and the
whole principles and plan of the moral administration of God developed to the
view of the intelligent creation for their instruction and the manifestation of
that Divine.glory, is that it is a day of twelve hours, or one half of the diurnal
motion of the earth. Mede shows Irom the Scriptures that it is a period of
time comprehending at least the whole 1,000 years of the judgment given to the
saints and martyrs, Rev. xx. 4, which is manifestly the same judgment as is
referred to in 1 Cor. vi. 2. Dan. vii. 18,22, 27. Ps. exlix. 6—9. Rev. ii. 26,
27. Now as the 40 years of Israel’s journeying in the wilderness is called the
DAY OF TEMPTATION, Heb. iii. 8, 9, and the whole period of the dispensation of
Messiah is by our Lord himself called a day or my day, John viii. 56, we at
once see that there is nothing inconsistent with the analogies of the Scripture
language in Mede’s view of the duration of the Day of Judgment,
» Actsi. 11, + Matt. xxviii, 20, $ Coloss. i. 15, 16.
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the time of the restitution of all things, spoken of by all the
holy prophets, shall arrive, then the heavens shall no longer re-
ceive [or contain] the Man Christ Jesus, or in other words, he
shall then return to this earth in like manner as he was taken
up, or with the clouds of heaven. Now, since the ancient
prophets have spoken of no other restitution of all things than
David’s reign of Messiah (Ps. ii. lxxii. xevi. xevii. &e. &e)—
Daniel’s kingdom of God (chap. ii. 44)—his reign of Messiah
and his saints (chap. vii.)—Isaiah’s -new heaven and earth,
which synchronise with restored Jerusalem (chap. 1xv. 17—19),
and since all these (even according to the systems of our oppo-
nents,) correspond in time with the Millennium and the king-
doms of this world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord and
his Christ,* it follows that at the commencement of that period
the Messiah is to return to this earth.

In answer to the queries of D. D., I have thus endeavoured
to show, First, That the principal passages of prophecy which
speak chronologically or circumstintially of the future advent
of Messiah, do one and all refer to the period immediately in-
troductory to the Millennium. Secondly, That the three nouns
substantive which are used to express the advent in the New
Testament, do every one of them negative the idea of a spirit-
ual coming, and do necessarily imply that the advent is real,
personal, and corporeal. Thirdly, That two of these words
conjoined, being used to link the advent to an event, which by
the unanimous consent of the Church precedes in time the Mil-
lennium, we are driven to the conclusion, that the advent which
synchronises with that event is the rea/ and personal coming
of the Lord to judge the world. Fourthly, That to maintain
a spiritual advent, is in direct contradiction to the angelic an-
nunciation, which was uttered at the ascension of our Lord.
Fifthly, That to maintain a spiritual advent of the Man Christ
Jesus, includes in it the virtual denial of his proper and com-
plete humanity. Sizthly, That the return of our Lord to this
earth, at the period of the restitution of all things, which must
be identified with the Millennium, may be certainly inferred
from the words of Peter in Acts iiil. 19—21.

To the foregoing reasoning, which is to be found in the for-
mer edition of this Tract, I shall now add one or two otherar-
guments from the Secriptures, which demonstrate that the Day
of Judgment commences before the Millennium, and conse-
quently our Lord then comes. -

It will not be denied by our opponents, that the period called
by our Lord, in his parables of the Tares and Wheat, and the

* Rev. xi. 15,
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Net cast into the sea, the end of the world or age,s svvrnva rovaiares,*
is the season when He comes to judge the world; seeing that it
is then that the tares are gathered from amongst the wheat and
cast into the furnace of fire, and that the righteous are to shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. This period
is called also the Harvest, ogiuos. Until then, it is manifest,
that there is to be no work of judgment of such a nature, as to
distinguish between and separate the wicked from the just, and
no destruction of the wicked. But no sooner does the Seventh
Apocalyptic Trumpet sound, than it is declared in the heavenly
acclamations, that the wrath of God is come, and the time of
the dead to be judged, and to give reward lo the prophets,
and servants, and fearers of God, and to destroy the destroy-
ers of the earth, that is, the wicked.t It necessarily follows,
therefore, that this is the time called by our Lord, the Hurvest,
and the end of the age, when the tares are to be burned and
the righteous are to receive their reward. But asthe sounding
of the Seventh Trumpet is admitted by all interpreters to be
before the Millennium or reign of Christ, which indeed is de-
monstrable from the language of Rev. xi. 15, and since it is also,
as we have now seen, the time of the harvest and end of the
age, it follows, that the harvest and end of the age precede the
Millennium.

This conclusion receives the most express confirmation from
the vision in Rev. xiv. 14, of one like the Son of Man sitting
on a cloud with a sharp sickle; for in the next verse it is said,
that the harvest of the earth is ripe, and the earth is forth-
with reaped. Now this act of reaping the earth is before the
vintage, which follows in ver. 19 and 20; and from ch. xix. 15,
compared with xx, 1—4, it is plain that the vintage and tread-
ing of the Wine Press are before the Millennium, therefore the
harvest and the end of the age are also before the Millennium.

* Matt, xiii. 39, and 49. t Rev. xi. 15—18.



APPENDIX.

Since this Tract was sent to the press, I have seen an article
on prophecy in the Edinburgh Theological Magazine, at the
head of which is placed my Pamphlet on the prophetic arrange-
ment of Mr. Irving and Mr. Frere.

The writer of the article commences his observations by
repeating in substance, three times over, the objection of Nico-
demus, “How can these things be?’’—To such questions our
answer is short and simple—¢In the mount of the Lord it shall
be seen’’* how these things can be. He next sypposes that we
hold the general conflagration at the commencement of the
Millennium. " Now I will tell him that we hold no such thing.
The conflagration of Sodom was not general, with respect to
the promised land, of which it was a part, (see Gen. xiii. 10.)
Nor do we believe that the conflagration which we learn from
Dan. vii. 11, and Rev. xix. 20, is to destroy the body, or ter-
ritories of the fourth beast, the mystic Sodom, is to be a gene-
ral one, extending over the whole earth, It is probable, how-
ever, that the fire of our Lord’s coming, while it destroys the
beast, may have a purifying efficacy over the atmosphere of
the whole earth; thus changing the heavens, and fitting the earth
for its new state of beatitude. There is nothing in this contrary
either to Scripture or sound philosophy. The reviewer next
brings forward what may truly be called the cruz of the mille-
narian system, viz. the loosing of Satan after the 1000 years.
And here I will fairly acknowledge my inability to answer him.
I remark, however, that the real question is not how we can
make this moral phenomenon to consist with human reason,
and carnal notions of congruity, but whether it be actually
revealed? It is a great mystery that sin entered heaven, and
hurled from their celestial thrones some of its principalities;
but it is revealed, and I feel in myself, and see in thisreviewer,
the effects of this celestial revolution before man had a being,

* Gen, xxii. 14,
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and therefore, though it be obscure, I believe it. In like man-
ner it is revealed that there shall be a last defection among the
nations living under the new Jerusalem dispensation; and I
have before my eyes the fact of a similar defection among the
children of Israel, in the matter of the golden calf, only a few
weeks-after the awful displays from mount Sinai, at the giving
of the law. Finding this deep mystery revealed in the word
of God, I with simplicity believe it; not daring, as many do,
to set my own vain carnal reasonings and ignorance against
the testimony and wisdom of God. But I shall here again tell
the reviewer, that he utterly mistakes our scheme (whatever
some may have said, for whose crudities we are not respon-
sible,) in supposing that the apostate nations of Gog and Ma-
gog, can only be the wicked raised from the dead.*

The next mistake of this reviewer, is his supposing that our
doctrine interposes between Christ’s coming and the judgment,
at least a thousand years. We, on the contrary, believe the
whole thousand years to be included in the judgment, which
begins with the resurrection of the just, and the destruction of
Antichrist; and ends with the destruction of Gog and Magog,
and the universal resurrection of the human race. We believe,
that in the majestic procession of the various acts of judgment,
which, like all the other works of God, is not to be over in a
natural day, but to have various progressions and germinations,
the glorious righteousness and spotless holiness of God are to
be manifested before the eyes, and for the instruction unto
righteousness of all creation.

The reviewer next reasons against our views of a resurrec-
tion of the just before the unjust; and asserts, that the doctrine
of the Bible is, that the resurrection of the just will be the de-
struction of death, and the end of all things. This, indeed, is
bold assertion, in the very teeth of Rev. xx. 4, 5. As for his
argument from 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24, it will be time to bend to its
force, when he shall have critically examined, and luminously
set before us the exact meaning of the Greek text, particularly
of the particles of time wrure afferwards, and vra then, taken in
mutual connection. I observe, that the last of them, when it
occurs in the same sentence with the first, as in 1 Cor. xii. 28,
has the same force, and a like signification; therefore, as the
first in chap. xv. 23, means an interval, (a8 we already know,)
of eighteen centuries, 50 may the second, or v in ver, 24, sig-
nify a long period of at least 1000 years, Besides, that it sig-
nifies sequence in time, not immediate, but considerably dis-
tant, is plain from its being employed in Mark iv. 28, to express

* The restored nation of Israel however will not share in this apostasy, as
they are mentioned as the party invaded, Rev, xx. 9.
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the intervals between the appearance of the green blade of the
corn and the ear, and also the full ripe grain.

When, on the other hand, identity in time is meant, the
Greek particle used, is not Eia but =, 23 every one knows,
And even Macknight, whom no one will suspect of Millena-
rian views, but who is generally an exact critic and expositor
of the letter, sees that the words in ver. 23 and 24, imply a
succession in the order of the resurrection. He renders the
first clause of ver. 23, “But every one o v diy rayuams tn his
proper band; for cmua denotes a band of soldiers, a cohort, a
legion.”  And he adds, “Seeing the Apostle affirms, ver. 22,
that all men shall be made alive by Christ, and in this verse,
that every one shall be made alive in his own band; also seeing
we are told in 1 Thess. iv. 15, that the righteous who are alive
at the coming of Christ, and who are to be changed, ver. 51, of
this chapter, shall not anticipate them that sleep, it is probable,
as was observed in the preceding note, that they will not be
changed till the righteous are raised. Their change, however,
will happen before the resurrection of the wicked, who, as
they are to awake to shame and everlasting contempt, will be
raised, I think, last of all.”” To the above reasoning of Mac-
knight, let me add only one observation more from myself.
Since it is declared, that every one of the dead will be raised
in his own dand, mua, and since the righteous and wicked are,
buried promiscuously, it necessarily follows, that they must be
raised, not at the same moment, but at distinct and successive
points of time; and the idea of succession being thus forced
upon us, we conclude there must be two resurrections, one of
the just, the other of the unjust; and what is the interval of
time which shall separate the two, we can learn only from the
word of God.

Our Lord himself also speaks, in Luke xx. 35, of the resur-
rection, in such language, as to imply the truth of the doctrine
we have endeavoured to prove. His words are, as the clause
has been strictly rendered; They which shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that age, xat wns avarrasws e w wxger and of the
resurreclion FROM AMONGST the dead, shall neither marry
nor be given in marriage.* It is quite evident that he here
speaks of the resurrection, as a privilege peculiar to some, and
not common to all. In like manner, in Luke xiv. 14, he men-
tions a peculiar resurrection of the just, arrersdibaeerai sos 0 7y amoracu
~ay daiar; and let the reader here mark well the change of ex-

* While T am writing these remarks, the words of the fwelve, Actsvi. 3, oc-
cur to mv recollection, as affording an example of the same Greek form of ex-
pression, Emizre 2508 cov, adanpos, ardgac of Cuay pagrugiupersue rra, “Look ye out
FROM AMONGST you, brethren, seven men of honest report.” See also Rev. v. 9.
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pression in the Greek. The meaning of these words is not, as
in the former case, “thou shalt be rewarded at the resurrection
FROM AMONGST the just,” but “at the resurrection oF the just,”
i. e. the whole body of the just. So also St. Paul, when in
Philip. iii. 11, he mentions, that to attain to the resurrection is
the great object of his ambition, uses not the expression Ex
avasrazm rev rzger Which would signify, “to the resurrection oF:
the dead’” (¢ENERALLY); but his words are Ei v ¢araorac tarvergey
{o the resurrection FROM AMONGST the dead.”

Now, seeing that the just rise when Christ comes, and the
rest of the dead, together with all who die during the Millen-
nial reign, not till the end of the Millennium, it follows, that
with respect to them, the last enemy will not be destroyed till
the end of that dispensation. The objection of this reviewer,
founded on the words, “the last enemy that shall be destroyed,
is death,’ is thus deprived of all its strength.

Having thus examined the weight of the reviewer’s argu-
ments, against the Millenarian scheme, in rather a hasty man-
ner, I proceed to remark, that his reasoning all proceeds upon
a foundation, which I believe to be utterly unsound. He sup-
poses that there are several advents of Christ mentioned in the
New Testament, and particularly, that he was announced as
coming at the destruction of Jerusalem. Now, I know of no

Jtext which speaks of his coming at that catastrophe, and how-
ever general this idea may be among modern expositors, I be-
lieve it to be altogether destitute of Scriptural foundation. As
for the text, Matt. xvi. 28,50 learned a person as this reviewer,
certainly cannot be ignorant, that the ancient church gave it an
entirely different explanation. This reviewer either is, or ought,
before he ascended the chair of eriticism, to have made himself
acquainted with what the eminently profound and learned Bi-
shop Horsley has written on the subject of our Lord’s second
coming, in his first volume of sermons, and he cannot but know,
or ought to know, that the bishop also entirely rejects the idea
of a coming of the Lord at the destruction of Jerusalem.

-



