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: HfUjpiFD COMING OF CHRIST* 

Hlltfiri tAW-HMaj^oo, y j|
Brother Miller ir—Upot) tnorj? mature re­

flection, I hivethought best to introduce 
toy fifth  objection in connection with the 
Xm, and therefore, shall pa$$ to notice that, 

4 God haq neoer^_maf0 the time, ahd 
hence ipe cantiot know.” y 

My reasons are (be following:
All expressions, upon which commen­

tators rely to ascertain the time, are figura­
t iv e : w2300 'days?—“ 1290 days”—“ 1335 
; days”*-*“ time, times & a half”-^and “ time, 

tunes and the dividing of times”—and “ 70 
Weeks” in Daniel; 1*1260 days’—'‘42 months’ 
■^“ five months”—f*an hour, and a duy, and 

‘ a month, and a year,” &c., in Revelation.
. These, neither yclu, nor commentators inf 
general, believe to! mean literal time. No 
one pretends that these days were just so 
many days, and no more, but you suppose 
these, are as many ^eare meant, as there are 
days expressed. * But I never1 have been 
able to conceive \jty  God should have di- 
reeled his prophets [to use figurative express­
ions concerning time, when the mode of 

; reckoning time was generally known, and 
r easily to be understood. The Bible abounds 
'in fignres; comparisons and metaphors, hot 
these are. all ased to make the subject better 

JUnderstood-rto make a more lively and 
( llasling idhpre^sion; Bui can this be true, if 
Jljpae[expressions concerning time are fig- 

i th&iiVe, and istill mean a definite period? 
Should I write you a letter,/ informing you

I by figurative terms, as literal ones. If thje 
word dap invariably means a year, (when 
it does not denote only 24 hours') and yea* 
2160 years, and time the same period, then 
I think we might calculate, with some de­
gree of precision at least, the time of any 
event foretold in figurative language. But 
the difficulty lies mainly in the fact that 
terms expressive of time are not uniforms 
Andhere i&xhe.mck,. ( hidden or overlooked,) 
upon which commentators, yourself among 
the rest, will find your theories shipwrecked. 
Although 1 have said something on this 
point in my article on objection 2d, still I 
wish here to he indulged with pursuing it 
further.

nA f ___U 1— .

-fje t me again notice tire word 
Does this always express the same period ? 
Let the following quotations answer: Ps. 
jcxxi, 15: “ My ftm.ee are in thy hands”— 
I. e., all my years, months, weeks, &c. 
ificcl. iii, i y *'There is a time to every pfn> 
pose”—i. e., a fit season. John, vii, 6 :— 
“ My time is net yet come, but your time is 
always ready”—i. e., probably, day of death. 
1 John, ii, 18: “ Little children, it is the last 
time”—i. e., last stage of the world, or last 
half. Jude 18: “ There should be mockers 
in the last time”—i. e., near the 2d coming 
of Christ. Dan. 4: “ seven times pass over 
him”—i- e., explained to mean, “ till thou 
know that the Most High ruleth.” From 
these few quotations, it is evident that the 
word iimej as used in the scriptures, is 
indefinite in its signification. Therefore, 
unless we have some other way to explain 
the word time, beside “ comparing scripture 
with scripture,” we must inevitably come to 
the conclusion that “ time, times,” dec. in 
Dan. vii, 25; and xii, 7: mean an indefinite 
period.1 Besides, there is a strong evidence 
to my mind, that “ time, times and the di­
viding of t i m e a n d  “ time, times and a 
half,” do not denote the same nor eqtial 
periods of time. The former commenced 
when the “ little horn” “ began to wear away 
the saints of the Most High,” and will 
continue until the “ ancient of days shall 
come,” and “ the saints possess the king­
dom,” see Dan. vii, 22, 25: and the latter 
began at the time the angel spake, and will 
last till “ he that livetli forever,” “ shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of 
the holy people:” see Dan. xii, 7. There 
must have been a number of centuries dif-

rael.” John viiij
$ee my day” 
day of sal vatic ji, 
the days come]

express * unequal 
the same tertns,

i, ii ' "
14: “ Abraham rejiiCed to/diligent fhaC may he found of Itittfini 

peace, without spot, and blameless.” | 
needs do commenito chow, that not oflly 
Peter, but his
“ looking” for this great event, and jknew 
not but it would |be in their day. And why 
should they not Be “ looking?” Our fijavior 
had'giveq them tq understand that he shoqld 
cqme as a thief: aiee Luke xii, 3%: dec. Does 
the thief give information of the time of

Cor. vi, 2: *Now lathe 
Heb. viii,8: * $ h « d  

saitli the Lord.” Luke 
xvii, 22: “ The fyays will' come when jye 
shall desire to js)ee one of the days of the 
Son of man,” &c.

Noijrasthe foregoing terms are used to
periods of time,' end as 
undefined, are used by

by which to determine their leng&,t uher 
than to compare Scripture with scripture, I 
must conclude; tiiat Infinite Wj$d*A, did 
not design we should know Ih&jprtoise 
time specified by tjhem,

3. There is no ostensible reason whv God

Daniel and John;; arid as we Save tio rule "hiaapproach? perhaps you say jPaul hit’s

should reveal the “ time of the end^or the 
“ end of the worljd,” any more ttifih the 
length of our live^ I would, hy BO-iheans, 
make reason tantamount to revelatlbi)^ but

portani, to us, in thje dissolution o£& 
than the dissolutijon of the body. Both 
carry us directly before God, and ib our 
eternal state. Nothing is more caW ated 
to lead us to a present preparation fc? an 
event, than to have it a certain uncertainty, 
i. e., the event sure, but the time not kruwn. 
What more often startles the giddy youth, 
and brings him to seriousness, than the 
thought that, “ [ am walking on the line 
between two worlds, and the next moment 
may find me in cither, I  know not whim.” 
Did we firmly believe, (as we ought,) that 
the next morning sun is as likely as any 
other, ^  rise eclipsed with the brightness of 
Christ’s coming, could we rest easy with­
out a well-grounded hope in 'h im ? ' No 
more so, than the man who deeply feels 
that death may be at the door. I consider 
that God, iu infinite wisdom has shut us up 
in an awful uncertainty about death; aad I 
see no less of that wisdom, in leaving the 
“ time of the end” unknowu to fiuile be­
ings. How much force would there be in 
an exhortation to the young," to attend to 
the concerns of their souls, from a consid­
eration of death, if each knew he should 
live to be fourscore years old ? An exhort­
ation, enforced by such a consideration, 
would have but little influence, until they 
had passed their “ threescore years and ten.” 
Just so, ii your theory be correct, and the 
lime of Christ’s second coining ha9 been, 
or might have been known to be 1843, then

explained' himself in 2 Thess. ii,
“ Now we besebch you, brethren, $7 
coining of our Lord Jesus Christ, a did bv 
our gslhtriog together unto him, 
be not soon shakpn in mind, or Be trftillodf 
neither .by spirit, jnor by word, nor by letter,
as iioin ibf a±» tjhat tLe day of Chrisr is at 
hand. Let no mao deceive you by any 
means: for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that 
man oFsin be revealed, the sod of perditioo.” 
$04 dpea that it shall not be in
fna day ?
by the first verse i “ together
unto him.” He says, it shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first. 
This he knew. But did he kn6jr there 
would be no falling away while he lived? 
Nay verily, for it had already .commenced. 
“ The mystery of iniquity doth already 
work:” verse 7. He only informs them in 
these verses, that the signs did not indicate 
an immediate approach of Christ.

We are informed by Christ himself that 
no man knows the time. “ But of that day 
and that hour kroweth no man, no not the 
angels, of heaven but my Father only:” 
Math, xxiv, 36. That he here refers to his 
second coming, or the “ end of the world,” 
is evident, and as you have admitted this, I 
shall not spend lime with proof. The only 
way in which you evade the conclusion 
arising from this text, is, by saying that 
Christ means a literal day and hour.— 
Hence, say you, UI do not pretend to tell 
the day nor the hour, but only the year.” 
I must confess this has always looked to me 
like trifling with divine things. But let me 
examine the subject, and see what Christ 
means by day and hour. Christ told his 
disciples, verse 37, that it would be at his 
coming as at the flood: “ For as in the days 
that Were before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying aud giving in mar­
riage, until the day that Noe entered into
ilw» orl/ <in̂  Irnanf Tint until ttin flnrut nomP

•ul will not at present, ^fibold you reply, 
as, I expected you wpubtFhave done before 
iw^} I hope you will begin and settle my 
ints as you go along. This will bo cora­

ng right to the work. Unexperienced in 
ontroversy, I may have made many mis- 
akes, Plegse point them ,out. I may, too, 
ive been unjustly severe. My aim has 

een to useytfaftmw, not severity. I am- 
-&asible of none ̂ ut^dciod -feeling 4oward- 
rou, and of ardent de>S<Mo know the truth. 
|f my “ objections” are pdt well founded, 

1 do hop<e they will be remrn^L fael ligdk 
rWe).iifinugh it scatter my argument's to the 

iiids, and .cn^jb their author beneath its 
mighty hand. 3V Yours, tFuIy,

---------------Aaron Aworcfc—

Abors ar i  Mirlst who 
language Miri is a 
those wh( have fle&ceude

Waterbuiy, Jan., 1838.
•A note of explanatlou, here, is due to brother 

Miller. About the time (Sat brother Angier com­
menced l»» »eries of articles,—before either of 
them had fallen into brother Miller's hands—J 

'brother M ijjerat sod hadcaaverufioa 
with Hmftd
Angie/. We agreed in
best that be should let brother'Angler proceed 
thrqs)$> before he replied, ^hbeeqtientlj, how­
ever, brother Milter sent rtife a eomnunactftlon, 
purporting to be a correction of what he viewed 
tu he an error into which brother Angier had fall­
en, in bis first article. But as be accompanied it 
with no request a* to the time be wished it to ap­
pear, I have reserved it! it shall appear next 
week.

It appeared to me that one had better go thto1, 
and then the other. There is now opportunity for 
brother Miller— Ed. Ted.

M I S S I O N A R Y

banks of the Bufi J>j h t | l i r e p  w  four 
days jq a fey  south of j|is|Wkce, in the 
midst of ffija xth couutrjii w  teeKvinea-' 
tionod as offering agpo^j labkion for a 
toissionaiy.- . : ^  j?j I f  1-

The A bora are the "gr|at{femily of the 
north. r |hia rale ioclu^^filsp tfie ..Bor

mm 
other ii 
habits of 
Abor (sij 
to those 
savage

.rthe sam i^ 
'applied to 
the plajns, 

l&m&e ap4 
the 

» ' ! ' tenii

'finds in a 
acknpwi-V

H .  M
V have pania 
iore civilized 
ifymg Indeftn 
io livdon the 
tq» and have

edg^d the] supremacy of rajau;
bpton thej chnlmry have ̂ M ^foro Been 
in tfaehjtb j ^ ^ o n d ^ g  w ly  to levy 
tribute cfn iVpeuple of th j plains, and not 
unfrequeii ly e 
as slaves, B o r .
is a term ised tojdenote the n̂ ujih body o f . 
this penpl e, who occupy (he higher and 
more disUn* ranges of ita mfrth, «nd 
stretch far ori to the hordere pf ijhe Thibet

Si«!po« djf -
id f 'cupied bj

{he riv er

From the Bap. Missionary Magazine.

ASAM.—LETTERS OF * 11. BROWN.
vgLn a letter of March 6, Mr. B. having 
alluded to the appointment of Messrs. 
Thomas and Bronson, and the expediency 
of one of them d e v o ti^  himself io the 
Khamtie, a branch of we Shyans, com­
prising a large portion of the population 
of the northern and eastern parts of the 
Barman empire, gives the following no* 
lice of the

Singpho and Abor Tribes.
There are two other tribes, in this vi­

cinity, which have perhaps nearly equal 
claims upon us for immediate missionary 
effort, viz: the Singphos and Abors ; and 
wewerejust on the point of making an 
application to the Board in their behalf— 
when we received the glad intelligence 
that our brethren were already on their

ranges of moantiins, as 
Diixmg.

It woul I of course be i^rqdeut for a 
missionary to proceed atj opce into the 
midst of his savage peo|>l$ ’ His first 
efforts wo jld naturally be Amongst the 
kliris, set led about Sadiya, i|rpm whom 
he would [earn the language* He might 
then adva ice without darigevJO the Abor 
villages, ir the precincts A  th t Sadiya: 
valley, ai d aflenvards tq ibose which 
were morl s remote, accordihgas he should 
find the disposition of the peoile favorable.

Neither the Singphoa florAbors have 
any book i, or any knowic&e .W letters 
whatever. The first thin| J$> be done is 

uage. The 
is to be laid.

This you will at once per&ive to be a 
very imj ortant circurastam^. Those 
who shall first give therufj^written and 
printed la: guage, and eelept.their bwlfa 
for filly wars to come, will gjve charac­
ter to all their future literature. vThey 
will open I he fountain, whjise  ̂properti/es, 
either go-:d or evil, xvlll^assuredly be 
commuciq ited to all the streams that fiow 
from it in after ages. How important 
then that I in the outset we Should lay for 
them the bundation of a literature truly 
Chrietian-M-that their first,ibooks should 
be pure truth, the truth revealed in God’s 
word. Man k ind in tlh  rude slate of these 
tribes, lookup to their literature, if they, 
have oneJTas their oradle<i ana it is an

to give th >m a written 
foundatior of their literature0
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1 All lei ten , to seen rtf attention, must come



tev^accomplished io scalier the power of 
the holy people:” see Dan. xii, 7. There 
must have been a number of centuries dif­
ference ip their commencepient, and most 

bpfcwiljl end together,—rat the second

The word year, too, when it does not, 
mean one revolution of the earth in its 
orbit, i$ always indefinite in its significa^ 
tion, unless .accompanied with a numeral. 
Bee:Isa.lxi, 2 : “ To proclaim the accepta­
ble year;” lxiii, 4: “ The year of my re­
deemed is come.” ^er. xi, 23: “ Even the 
year of their visitation; also xxiii, 12; and 
xlviii, 44. Heb.. ir 1 2 r“ thy years shaH 
not fail;” xi, 24: “ By faith, Moses 
when be was come to years,” Ac. Rev. 
ix, 15: “ Which were prepared lor an hour, 
and a day, and a month, and a year.” This 
last you reckon 360 years; but as the others 
quoted are all indefinite^ I shall want some 
proof from the Bible that this does not fol­
low the same; rule.

Month is sometimes 60 fised, though it 
generally means one twelfth part of a year. 
Nura. xi, 19,20: “ Ye shall not eat one 
day, nor two days, nor five days, neither 
ten days, nor twenty days; but even a 
whole month, until it come out at your nos­
trils,” Ac. Jer. ii, 24 : “ In hex month they 
shall fiud her.” Job^xiv^ 5: “ The number

Just so, ii your the >ry be correct, and the 
time of OhrisVs second coming has beeu, 
or might have been mown to he 1843, then 
ioy exhortation, eqiforCed by this event, 
would have been powerless forbear]y 18GJ

ere that time arriver. But, on the princi­
ple that this time is lot, nor ever has been 
known to mortals, tl en an exhortation, thqs 
jenforced, would haire been pertinent and 
weighty, at any limr within that period.

4. The apostles gioe evidence by their 
writings that they fid  not blow the time.
; Paul, in his first epistle to the Thess. iv, 
15) 16, 17: “ Forthijs we say unto you by 
the word of the Lo|d, that we which are 
alive, and; remain junto the coming of the 
ILord, shall not pnvent them w^hich are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shaft descend 
irom heaven with a jshout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:— 
Then we which are alive and reman, shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
c lo u d s , to meet the iLQLd.in_ihfi.jur : and-sa 
sball we ever be with the Lord.” Also 1 
Cor. xv, 51, 52: “ Behold, I will shew you 
a mystery: We shjill not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, m the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; fbr 
the trumpet shall spuud, and the dead shall 
he raised incorruptible, and w,e shall

of his months are with thee.” Now if we 
make these our rule, (and I know not how 
we can do otherwise,) thenf “ 42 months,”
“ 5 months,” dtc. mean indefinite periods. 
Besides, 1 am decidedly of the opinion that 
John’s “ 42 months,” and Daniel’s “ 2300 
days^ mean one and the same time, and I 
think others will be of this opinion, who 
will carefully compare the two. “ Then I 
heard one saint speaking, and another saint 
said unto that certain saint which spake, 
How long shall be the vision concerning 
the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of 
desolation, to give botfi the sanctuary and 
the host to be trodden under fool? And he 
said unto me, Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed. But the court which, is without 
the temple leave out, and measure it not; 
for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the 
holy cijty shall they tread under foot forty 
and two months.”—-Dan. viii, 14, and Rev. 
xi, 2. “ Holy city,” I believe, always means 
Jerusalem, either the OJd or New. and as 
the Gentiles will not “ tread under foot” 
the “ New Jerusalem,” therefore, it here 
means kneient Jerusalem.

Wedt, 1 think,^always means 7 days, ex­
cept in Dan. ix, 26': see roy article on 70 
weeks. t

Day is so often used indefinitely, that it 
wocld be quite superfluous to quote ipany 
passages. A few only will be noticed.— 
Luke xii, 46: “ The Lord of that servant 
will come in a day when he looketh not for 
him.” Luke i, 80: “ and was in the wil­
derness till the day of his showing to Is-

mat were Delore tJie flood, they wei|e eating 
and drioking, marrying and giving in mar­
riage, until the day that Noe entered,into 
the ark, and knaw; not, until the flood jc^me, 
and took them all away; so shall also the 
comtbg of the Son of man be.—Math, ixiv,

_ycar when the flopd would Come ? If not, 
“ so shall also t^e coming of the Sqn of 
map be.” That-our Savior here uses ‘fday 
and hour” (as tjie Bible generally dines) 
indefinitely, is evident from the factjikft 
be exhorts them |to be ready for, this jeery 
event: “ Therefore be ye also ready: f$r in 
such an boor asjye think not, the Sop of 
mau coroeth.”—Vjerse 44. Were this pjkra** 
phrased to suit your explanation, it would 
read thus. “ In l|343 years.after my bjirth, 
in such a day of fhe year and hour of\ the 
day as ye think pot, I shall come, therefore 
be ye also readv^” But what particular 
concern of theirs was it, whether he came 
the firsts second or third day of that year? 
or at midnight, or cockcrowing, or in,the 
morning of the day ? Certaiujy their pro­
bationary season,! or lime to get “ iready,” 
would cease mor^ than 1700 years; before, 
if they were ready for death, yvhy lioi ready 
for his coming at’any year, day or hour.— 
Again, Math, xxy, 13: “ Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour 

rein the Son of man coraeth.” Did he
changed.” How coOld the apostle, consist­
ently, have used such language, if he had 
known that tne “ trdmp” would not sound 
for nearly J800 years? Did he and his 
brethren expect to! live so long? If not, 
how could he sayj, “ then we which are 
alive, and remain ?” Ac. But if be did not 
know the time, if his blessed Maater had 
only informed him:of the event, and com­
manded him and other disciples tfebftte&dy; 
without telling him the time,, then the apos­
tle could with propriety convey the idea 
that it might be in his day. See also Titus
ii, 13: “ Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ.” Paul, then, was 
“ looking for the glorious appearing of the 
Savior,” and exhorted Titus to look for it, 
and to eujoin it upon his brethren to do the 
same. Again, Peter 6ays, in his 2d epistle*
iii, 10—14: “ But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the which 
the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fer­
vent heat; the earth also, and the works 
that are therein, shall be burnt up. Seeing 
then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness; Look­
ing ior and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens, being on 
fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat? Neverthe- 
elss, we according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore,beloy-

address them as dead men, or living ? Did 
he mean to say, fcwhen 1843 shall come 
you must begin tq watch, for I cannot tell 
what day of thal'year, or hour o f the day, 
I shall come ?” I No brother Miller, you 
cannot, on re-exapination, think he means 
“ day and hour only.” But Mark, in chap, 
xiii, verses 32, 33, I think settles the ques­
tion : “ But of that day and that hour knDW- 
eth no man, no, npt the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 
Take, ye heed, watch and pray : for ye know 
not when the limp is.” “ When the time 
i s ”—i. e., whether in your day) or at some 
future time. Be ready, therefore “ lest 
coming ̂ suddenly he find you sleeping:” 
verse 36. “ And what I say unto you, I 
say unto all, watch:” verse 37. Yes, 
brother Miller, this reaches to us, (because 
he has not yet come.) We should be ready, 
and my readers should see to it that they 
are all ready,—“/or we know not when the 
time is.” * 1

I must here stop a moment and exhoit all 
my readers, not to wait till 1843, before you 
“ look” for the coming of Christ. We 
ought always lobe “ loolrtng” for him,— 
for he “ will come, and will not tarry.” be­
yond the time appointed in the great council 
of Heaven. Are we ready to meet him? 
Solemn question! Let it- be seriously an­
swered.

1 have now gone over the ground pro­
posed. You now see most of my reasons,

WjO were just on t£e point of making an 
application to the Board in their bebuf— 
when we received the glad intelligence 
that our brethren were already on their 
way.

Both these tribes we know to be very

urftcciUttteLe£tnnate!^
The population ofl each, however, is ex 
trpmely scattered,fidwelling in small soli­
tary villages, ip depths of the forests 
and the fastnesses of the mountains. To 
penetrate the interior and distant portions 
of their te*ritorie$,; and preach the gospel 
to their whole population, is a work which 
would be attended with great, and at presr 
eql insurmountable! difficulties, but to enter 
upon their outskirts and commence the 
work of cvangeliiation|araongst a  large 
portion of these two great families, is a 
work which, so fair as we can now dis­
cover, would be entirely practicable and 
safe.
• ‘The Singphosare the great southern 
tribe, and divide with the Shyans nearly 
the whole territory between here and Ava, 
V^hbin these limits, it is generally agreed, 
byi the natives, that the Singphos are 
M ly  equal, if  not superior, in point of 
numbers, to the Shyans. Including, how­
ever, all the branches of the Shy an family, 
dwelling north, east, and south of Ava, 
that is doubtless far the most numerous 
of aU fHe Indo-Chinese races.

The Singphos are an entirely different 
race from the Shyans; less cultivated, but 
mpre energetic, and in wafr-inore savager

be pure tij tb, the truth T e ^ a ^ ip ^ d d ’sf 
word. IM inkind in tfite n i | l  ofthie^
tribes, loo) up ‘to tbeijr Ktefet|)fe, If t h ^  
have one^ as their ̂ ^ ac le | it is an
undeniable fact, that; the grant! prop of 
almost ev^ry beaten ridigjo^|^ tne hea-

A iran ‘
rd* ^*-4p£pa i h iforts lowa d s  givipg th^^irt^hhos *nd 

Abors a \1r ritteq liijiuage, |  fe  gf*# 
fying to jh e  BdarJ to le|rfc-that 
Bruce, ^  i -  —
ernment * __^ ,
hundred lupees towards Miwayiug m© 
expense of tbkfirstbook Ih tf sM l be print, 
ed m the f ipgpjid lapgua^, p d  the like 
sum for tl i i first book that ^ia)j ^e printed 

the lakiguige of the |AJwir$;
Bruce hm ;J^en a resident imtlusipL 
many yeais/ and no pexsqp: jlpan M vt *  
better acquuntance withtbcliw^t^bf tli 
tribes, in i moral and intelftctuk] point Ofk 
view, or;11 i* better prepareaf tof Appreciate 
the blessings which Chri^n!instruction 
would bri to them. Mf!. p u c e  gave 
it as his dtcided opinion, tliit jt! would be 
perfectly! afe for missio&rfeis, at the 
present m roent, to commence ppetaiions 
bothamoi j the Singphos a|d;kbdrs.

By ads iting the RomalIpiters to the x 
Singpho e id;Alor laiiguag|s^ri the plan 
used for vriting, the .olhefe East-Indian 
dialects, tl e time occupied |p Caching the 

-.natives to ead, abd of cour^p |np expense, 
will be vei / trifling, compajjpd'jvith ihat of 
teaching s< holars to read E&g îsh! or Bor­

ed, seeing that ye look for such things, be ôr ^  Ejections. I could greatly enlarge,

Their language possesses little affinity to 
any of the neighboring dialects. They 
have.no regular and settled religious sys­
tem, like the Shyans, who borrowed their 
religion from their conquerors, the Bor­
man?. But 'the Sngpnos exhibit few or 
no traces of Budhism, though they possess 
some rude and general ideas of religion, 
{iso far as their religion is concerned, we 
should not sdppose it to present those ob> 
stacles to the introduction of Christianity 
which attend the preaching of the gospel 
in countries where Hinduism or even 
Budhism prevails. They, as well as the 
Abors, appear to be in very much the 
same state as the Karens, whose general 
ideas of religion constitute a state of mind 
far more favorable for the reception of the 
gospel, than is to be found in those coun­
tries where deep-rooted systems of idola­
try are interwoven with the \vh$>le fabric 
and texture of society.

The Singphos, at least a large portion 
of them, a re easy of access from this place. 
Companies ot them are constantly coming 
in, for the purposefl ofjrade, and many of 
the people here understand the Singpho 
language. The tea forests lie chiefly 
within the Singpho territory, which, in 
proportion as they aro cultivated, will 
become the mearas of increasing the facili­
ties for communication with this people. 
Many of thu villages are included within 
the possessions of the English government, 
and of course the residence of a mission­
ary among them would be entirely safe 
Healthy locations might probably bo found 
amongst them, otherwise a missionary 
will have to retreat to Sadiya during the 
tains. Ningru, a fine village on tKe

to-, fiup??intende|t jpfi the dov- 
ea Plantations, if&sj'ciftered one 

. , lying; the

sounds oi 
each letter

tnese, or  ̂ ny“Other iangn
the letters vary 

to express one ini
children vri]l learn to read,!

1 By using 
Sable sound, 

fox* months,
they could, on a f fe re n t  pko,

{i anptber extensile tribe living 
I s to the northeast? of this pjjice, 
I lishmis, to whoip 1 hope the 
^  Board will jjbe eventually

better thar| 
in twelve*

There 
on the fail 
viz: the 
attention df 
directed. Tfiey come doqfe \o gadiya 
every yea; > in companies of |hi^tyvor forty 
men each, for the purpose of* trading. lt^ 
isim possile  to form any esjjubfete of their 
numbers, cut they are generally supposed: 
to be fess | umerous than th | Abors.

The sysem of Romanizing) spoken of 
above, wqi applied fo. ih ^ g m e s p r iM  
Shyan lanj uag^s 4>y i0r. )n the
works met Lioned in the firstW ract* In 
p la ter communication Mr. 0. writes,—in 
regard to I be J
Adaptation o f  Reman Characters to East 

Indian ‘LanguaAf j 
W e are glad to learn tnht (he Board 

approve of the application of the Romnn 
characters to the Sbyan language.v la 
regard to t nv.objections be&g o&red to 
it by the t Ltives, I do not t|m k there ia 
reason to a jprebend any thii^ of:the kind. 
T h e  S hyals area scatteredpncKsubdued 
race; a id  having no centr|kspot from 
which theijr Jawaand custom^ are regard­
ed, as the »urman8 have, they do:not eo- 
tertain tbore strong prejudices against all. 
innovation! which the Burmina manifest. 
The char* iters at present psed by the 
Shyans, ar ; entirely different from those 
used by fh ir ancestors, a t ^boiUs, Ac.— 
They now use & sort of mq&grel alpha­
bet; chiefly borrowed from llfct of their

idps^oriqierping- ijme are fig- j ^ 
i ' P r a t r j ^ , d e f i n j t e  period 
j^tgB 0|i.Synto ypj]|aletter^ informing. you nu 
ihoi >i:would;! jfoake- you a visit i n ten days, fa 

e^e  tting/;1 wouIdf ^ ou t^ink l jjt
j vst-1^90£$*£? ^  

Hrri^yorrr^yrraixi'you not inqt ire w hypf r  i 
X: meant I did not say so, pnd not m
use figuratiyejUanguage in so pi lin a case? orj 

'iBut if  l  iofQrm yop that before many days tj0 
 ̂Bhall visit^ouj jt| will be seen i hat I make g e 

• jhMftf -the pgjn venient wary of express- M|
;io^ an period. But, r ot only am j e
:jfaVa:loss to'know why figurative express- ye 
lons -shoald’ t e ispd to denote o definite 
period, but I fit i  tt at in some cas es at least, nfl 
Mien the time of bn event was specified, w 
Ifhavprophets were directed to ise literal ^  
exprwsypns fo make themselves inderstood. an 
!In prppir of |h  is, see Gen. xv, 12: “ And he ja! 
Isaid junto Al|rano|, Know of a mrety that qu 
thy seed j&a|i bej a stranger in \ land that ^r 

i is not thfeirsji and shall serve them; and lo 
: they shall dffi pt them tour hund red years.” 
jAihwtll admit that these 400 y iars meant 
just SO many, or iji other words? were 'lit- ^  
lewd. years. And, although in comparing 
il this  ̂with Ei:od*. [ xii, 40, 41, wii find a dis- J  
crepancy, yei: this can easily hi accounted ^  

jĵ Or. Be ibis as it may, I never j have read ^ 
ji‘nn author wl'o considered thes^ years fig- ^  
ijurative. Again, when God? septeneed the ^  
ijJews tocaptH Tty, in Babylon, lie gave the ^  
llipredse time: sep Jer. xxv, 11: j“ And this m 
!■ whole land ihall be,a desolatijon, and an ™ 
, i astonishment| and these nations shall serve 
); the king of Babylon seventy y eajrs.” Com- 
!j;pare with Dab. ii, 2: “ In the fr it year of 

hisMtyD, ID i L»iel .understood by books the ^  
I' n̂ uniBer of tlityears, whereof the word of ^  
•I ®  tord came to'Jeremiah the prophet, that  ̂
'j he wd$d accwnplish seventy |yeajs in the ^  

J e ^ l e m ^ ’Nojw who will K 
^pretend that'‘ttieae years were, figurative? tj 
: i Far the contrary, is perfectly evident. The d 
f:! yame f t lrue w*1*1 re9Pecl 1° l^el wanderings tl 
! • of idie Jews id the wilderness. I They were s< 

expressly told I that they were to remain in h 
: the wildernesL 40 years, and these years c 
-̂ .proved to be literal Jonah also was to ll 
|  say to Nine yap, “ yet within 4fl days,” Ac. f 
i* Kopne can doubt* that these days were  ̂
> infiefstood to tie just so many and no more. a 
r • it have now shovpn that, in some instances * 
j;. at least, God has made known the time of  ̂

events, by using the common mode of reck-  ̂
i-.; oning; and 1 ball on you, and all others ( 
i : who believe/|in your mode <of reckoning 
:J tim!B, to show bne instance where the period 
, of any event is defined by any jjthcr than 
| literal days,! years, Ac. In : the cases of

Ez^tiel and the spies, the time is uuequiv-
i ocally defined! by literal Years.
f 2. These figurative expressions do not

alwy* denote the same period of time.—
; tb^  dtdjthen, could we but find the spe-

lif io W W « i'(,ne> we cou,d as w?11 reckott


